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INDIA. 

SCENES   IN   BOMBAY. 

BY   MISS   S.    F.    NORMS. 

Just  opposite  our  house,  there  lives  a  wealthy  Parsee  family. 
Last  week  the  wife  aud  mother  died;  and  perhaps  some  of  the 
readers  of  ' '  Life  and  Light ' '  would  like  to  hear  about  the  funeral 
ceremonies. 

The  body  was  sewed  up  in  white  cloth,  in  the  usual  manner,  and 
carried  to  the  "  Tower  of  Silence,"  to  be  exposed  to  the  vultures, 
as  the  custom  is.  It  was  followed  by  priests,  who  were  tied 
together  with  white  tape,  and  whose  slippers  were  fastened  on  with 
the  same  material.  This  tape  is  supposed  to  keep  off  demons;  but, 
in  what  way  it  does  so,  I  do  not  know.  Following  the  priests 
were  a  large  number  of  Parsee  gentlemen,  dressed  in  the  long  white 
robes  which  they  are  obliged  to  wear  at  funerals,  weddings,  and  on 
all  formal  occasions.  This  garment  is  made  like  an  old  lady's  dress, 
with  a  moderately  full  waist,  and  a  very  full  skirt,  reaching  nearly 
or  quite  to  the  ground.  When  they  are  clothed  in  these,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  high,  stiff  turban,  they  would  look  precisely  like  a  com- 
pany of  old  ladies.  They  walked  some  distance  behind  the  priests, 
four  abreast,  not  tied  together,  but  each  holding  the  opposite  cor- 
ner of  a  handkerchief.  1 
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After  leaving  the  body  at  the  tower,  where  the  vultures  probably 
commenced  their  work  immediately,  they  all  returned  to  the  house, 
and  sat  upon  benches  outside  the  door.  There  must  have  been 
nearly  a  thousand  of  the  Parsees;  and  the  street  was  completely 
blocked  with  their  carriages,  as  far  as  we  could  see,  in  each  direction. 
All  night  a  monotonous  chanting  was  kept  up  in  front  of  the  house ; 
and  the  next  two  days  these  gentlemen  came  again,  and  sat  outside 
in  precisely  the  same  manner.  Large  sums  of  money  were  distrib- 
uted among  the  priests  and  poor  Persians,  and  several  thousand 
soodras,  or  sacred  shirts,  given  to  them.  A  few  Parsees  received 
money  also;  but  poor  Parsees  are  almost  wholly  unknown,  so  this 
charity  appeared  to  be  confined  to  very  old  men  and  young  boys. 
Several  thousand  rupees  were  subscribed  for  various  Parsee  chari- 
ties; and  a  dispensary  was  founded  in  Surat,  bearing  the  name  of 
the  deceased  woman. 

Parsees  must  not  bury  their  dead,  because  the  earth  is  holy,  and 
must  not  be  defiled.  They  cannot  burn  them,  for  the  same  reason, 
—  fire  is  holy  :  so  they  give  them  to  the  vultures.  To  do  this, 
they  must  be  left  in  the  open  air;  and,  as  the  air  is  holy  also,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  the  consistency  of  such  a  belief.  Some  one  is  left  to 
watch  the  body,  so  as  to  see  which  eye  is  pecked  out  first;  and  it 
is  considered  a  good  or  bad  omen,  as  the  case  may  be.  Many 
of  the  younger  and  more  progressive  men  deprecate  this  method  of 
disposing  of  their  dead;  but  the  older  ones  are  firm.  They  must  do 
as  their  fathers  did  before  them. 

Not  long  since,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young  Persian  lady;  and,  to 
my  great  astonishment,  I  found  that  she  could  speak  English  as  well 
as  I.  It  appears  that  she  was  taken  to  England  when  very  young, 
and  placed  in  a  boarding-school  near  London,  where  she  was 
instructed  in  the  various  branches  and  accomplishments  usually 
taught  in  such  schools,  and  always  attended  church  and  sabbath 
school  with  the  others.  When  she  was  sixteen,  her  father  brought 
her  to  Bombay,  and  married  her  to  a  Mohammedan  of  the  most 
bigoted  kind.  She  is  obliged  to  wear  the  native  costume,  and 
conform  to  all  their  customs.  She  must  join  in  all  their  ceremo- 
nies and  festivals,  though  they  are  most  repulsive  to  her;  and 
her  old  mother-in-law  watches  and  guards  her,  so  that  she  is  little 
better  than  a  prisoner.  When  I  called  to  see  her,  I  found  her 
Bible  and  prayer-book,  with  other  books,  on  the  table  beside  her. 
She  had  an  American  sewing-machine,  and  was  doing  some  light 
work  for  herself.     She  had  tried  to  make  her  room  look  as  pleasant 
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as  possible;  but  she  could  not  forget  her  forlorn  situation,  and 
begged  me  to  visit  her  often.  She  said,  "  Just  think  of  it!  Here 
I  have  been  shut  up  for  three  years,  without  any  companionship 
except  my  books.  All  my  life  before  I  have  had  pleasant,  intelli- 
gent companions,  and  felt  like  a  civilized  human  being;  but  now, 
—  I  do  not  know  what  I  am." 


AFEICA. 

THE  EEENCH  MISSION  IN  SOUTH  AFEICA. 

BY  MISS   G.    E.  IIANCE. 

Witiiout  taking  the  time  to  tell  how  it  all  came  about,  I  will 
say,  that,  one  beautiful  morning  in  March,  we  reached  the  mission- 
station  of  Mr.  Coillard,  a  French  missionary  in  Basuto]and.  A 
war  about  seven  years  ago,  between  the  Dutch  and  Basutoes, 
compelled  him  and  his  family  to  leave  their  station  and  home. 
For  a  year  they  lived  in  one  of  our  mission-houses,  and  were 
greatly  beloved  by  our  missionaries.  Their  wisdom,  their  earnest, 
simple  piety,  and  love  for  their  work,  won  for  them  the  hearts  of 
all  they  met.  They  were  much  cast  down  at  the  time  in  regard 
to  their  work ;  but  they  now  feel  that  the  trials  through  which 
they  passed  were  blessed  to  their  people.  They  learned  to  feel  the 
need  of  God's  help,  to  trust  in  him,  and  stand  in  his  strength 
alone. 

They  were  driven  from  their  station  by  the  chief;  and  one 
sabbath  day  they  gathered  near  a  large  rock,  a  few  miles  from 
their  home,  determined  together  to  hold  communion  with  their 
God.  Many  heathen  people  came  also,  to  see  what  the  Christians 
would  do.  An  old  man,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  church,  tried  to 
open  the  meeting  with  prayer,  but  was  unable  to  express  the 
troubled  feelings  of  his  heart,  except  by  sobs  and  tears.  The 
Christians,  no  longer  able  to  restrain  themselves,  united  in  an 
earnest  prayer  for  help.  The  heathen  people  became  frightened, 
and  ran  away,  — some  on  foot,  and  some  on  their  horses;  and  the 
Christians  were  left  alone.  The  Lord  drew  very  near  to  them; 
and  at  that  time  began  a  revival  that  proved  a  most  wonderful 
work  of  God's  grace.  The  Christians  were  greatly  strengthened 
all  through  the  war,  and  many  added  to  their  number.  Five  or 
six  wives  of  the  chief  became  converts.     One  of  them,  the  pet 
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wife,  was  called  by  the  chief  to  come  and  see  him  in  his  court- 
yard; and  he  said  to  her,  — 

"  I  hear  that  you  pray:  is  it  true?  " 

"It  is  true,"  she  answered.  "I  want  to  know  the  Saviour, 
Jesus." 

11  Dare  you  tell  me  that?  "  he  asked  in  a  rage.  "  I  will  strike 
you  to  the  ground  with  this  stick  I  have  in  my  hand.  I  will  kill 
you,  before  you  shall  become  a  Christian." 

"I  fear  you,"  she  replied.  "You  are  my  husband  and  my 
chief.  I  know  you  can  kill  this  body;  but  you  cannot  kill  my 
soul.  I  have  a  Saviour  and  a  Father  in  heaven.  I  fear  to  dis- 
please them  more  than  I  fear  you." 

He  raised  the  stick  to  strike  her;  and,  in  an  agony  of  prayer  to 
her  Father  in  heaven,  she  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  enraged  man.  His 
hand  dropped  at  his  side;  his  voice  changed;  and  he  said,  "  Go 
away,  pray  on;  and,  when  you  pray,  pray  to  your  God  for  me." 
She  went  to  her  father,  who  was  a  heathen  man,  and  who  was  very 
angry  that  his  daughter  should  come  back  to  him.  He  had 
received  thirty  or  forty  head  of  cattle  for  her  from  the  chief,  and 
did  not  wish  to  return  them.  But  the  woman's  determination  to 
live  a  Christian  life  was  so  earnest,  that  at  last  she  induced  her 
father  to  give  back  the  cattle ;  and  then  she  was  no  longer  the  wife 
of  the  chief.  She  is  a  great  help  and  comfort  now  at  the  station. 
One  beautiful  moonlight  evening,  I  sat  and  talked  with  her;  and  in 
broken  Zulu  she  tried  to  tell  me  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  her 
soul. 

I  think  it  is  not  quite  twenty  years  since  Mr.  Coillard  began 
work  at  his  station;  and,  at  the  time  of  the  war,  he  was  away  three 
years.  There  are  now  about  a  hundred  members  in  his  church, 
and  five  out-stations  where  there  are  native  preachers.  None  are 
admitted  into  the  church  until  they  have  professed  Christianity  at 
least  two  years,  and  have  learned  to  read  the  Testament.  This 
French  mission  is  one  of  the  most  successful  in  South  Africa. 
They  have  now  fifteen  missionaries  in  the  field,  and  are  extending 
their  work  far  into  the  interior,  through  the  agency  of  native 
helpers.  The  whole  church-membership  of  the  mission  is  about 
three  thousand.  They  have  sixty-four  native  helpers,  forty-four 
out-stations ;  and  the  amount  of  money  contributed  last  year  was 
six  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds. 

Our  mission  have  united  in  a  prayer-meeting  with  them,  and 
with  other  Christians  in  South  Africa,  to  pray  for  each  other  and 
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for  our  work.  This,  I  know,  is  becoming  a  most  delightful 
Saturday  evening  with  the  families  of  our  mission.  We  feel  the 
need  of  a  more  spiritual  religion  at  all  our  stations.  Oh  that  we 
might  see  those  that  have  long  been  taught,  but  who  cling  to 
heathen  customs,  troubled  on  account  of  their  sins,  and  seeking 
earnestly  for  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  and  a  Saviour's  pardoning 
love ! 


JAPAN. 
LETTER  FBOM  MISS  TALCOTT. 

I  sometimes  think  my  friends  will  find  it  difficult  to  realize  that 
I  am  in  a  heathen  country:  there  is  so  much  that  is  cheering  to 
write,  that  one  forgets  to  note  the  discouraging  side.  For  this  rea- 
son, it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  well  to  write  a  little 
to-night  ;  because,  during  the  last  two  or  three  days,  I  have  had 
to  keep  saying  to  myself,  as  one  trying  thing  after  another  came  to 
my  notice,  "What  else  could  you  expect  in  a  heathen  people  ?  " 
and  "It  was  to  save  just  such  as  these  that  Jesus  died;  and  his 
grace  will  save  them."  The  arbitrary  treatment  of  the  wives  by 
the  husbands,  even  among  Christians,  has  troubled  me  much. 

The  assumption  of  superiority  would  be  extremely  ludicrous,  if 
it  were  not  so  sad.  One  wife  reported  to  me  as  a  reason  for  her 
coming  to  prayers,  instead  of  her  husband,  that  he  had  said, 
"  Your  sins  are  so  much  greater  than  mine,  that  you  had  better  go 
and  get  yours  forgiven  first."  And  she  evidently  acquiesced  in  the 
verdict.  This  was  when  she  first  began  to  hear  of  Christ.  To-day 
she  told  me  that  she  and  her  husband  used  to  quarrel;  that  she  had 
often  run  away  to  escape  a  beating  :  but  now  all  that  was  changed, 
and,  whenever  they  had  a  chance,  they  read  the  Bible  together.  A 
woman,  who,  with  her  husband,  has  asked  for  baptism  next  month, 
came  to  me,  and  was  led  to  tell  me  of  her  home-life.  I  had 
thought,  from  appearances,  that  they  were  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule  of  Japanese  families;  but  she  told  me  that  she  and 
her  husband  quarrelled  nearly  all  the  time,  and  that  he  often 
threatened  to  send  her  away.  She  said  she  heard  him  praying  the 
other  day,  that,  if  Jesus  knew  of  a  good  woman  for  him  instead 
of  his  wife,  he  would  send  her  to  him.  She  told  him,  that,  if  he 
was  baptized,  she  wanted  to  be;  and  he  answered,  "Your  sins 
are  too   great."     I  shall   suggest   that  they  both  wait  another 
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month;  and  yet  I  do  feel  that  they  may  both  be  really  looking 
to  Christ  for  salvation,  though  in  a  very  blind  way. 

Quite  near  us  are  a  man  and  his  wife,  who,  I  know,  have  lived 
quite  amicably  together  for  Japanese,  though  the  husband  often 
told  the  wife  that  she  was  proud,  and  always  doing  wrong  things; 
that  she  didn't  know  anything,  and  other  like  facts;  the  wife 
receiving  it  all  with  perfect  submission,  professing  to  be  thankful 
for  thus  being  reminded  of  her  faults.  I  had  been  thinking  these 
things  had  improved  somewhat.  I  felt  that  both  were  Christians; 
and  I  had  talked  specially  with  the  husband  about  being  gentle 
like  the  Saviour,  treating  not  only  his  wife,  but  everybody,  as  he 
would  himself  be  treated.  Last  evening,  however,  I  overheard 
him  scolding  his  wife,  and  stepped  in  and  sat  down  with  them.  I 
told  her  I  had  thought,  for  a  few  days  past,  she  had  seemed  less  in- 
terested than  before,  and  felt  anxious  lest  something  was  coming 
between  her  and  her  Saviour.  Upon  this,  her  husband  burst  forth 
with,  "  I  have  just  been  telling  her,  that  she  is  so  proud,  she 
can't  be  a  Christian.  If  she  were,  she  would  understand,  and  re- 
member better,  some  things  that  you  tell  her;  but  she  doesn't 
know  any  thing."  The  truth  is,  she  has  learned  to  read  the  Bible 
quite  intelligently,  and  to  give  the  meaning  of  her  verse  in  turn; 
and  I  have  seen  that  it  disturbed  her  husband  for  me  to  encourage 
her  to  read.  He  tells  her  that  he  can't  bear  to  hear  her  read,  it  is 
so  evident  that  she  does  it  with  a  proud  heart.  I  silenced  him  by 
telling  him  gently  that  I  believed  his  wife  was  a  Christian,  and 
that  the  same  Redeemer  would  help  them  both  to  overcome  pride 
and  every  other  sin. 

Then  I  came  to  my  room  to  pray  that  these  weak  ones  might  be 
guided.  Do  pray  with  me.  I  know  you  are  praying;  and  God  is 
answering  your  prayers  here. 


EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  MARSH. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Marsh, 
—  better  known  to  our  readers  as  Miss  Ursula  Clark,  —  written 
from  Samokov,  a  station  in  the  Western  Turkey  mission.  After 
speaking  of  being  driven  by  the  heat  from  Monastir,  her  own 
station,  to  the  mountains  about  Samokov,  she  says,  — 

"We  came  a  little  before  the  annual  meeting  in  order  to  be 


LETTER  FROM   MRS.   MARSH.  7 

present  at  the  examination  of  the  girls'  school.  The  teachers  feel 
very  happy  in  sending  out  their  pupils  this  vacation  every  one  a 
Christian.  All  the  year,  there  has  been  some  seriousness  among 
the  girls,  which  culminated  at  Easter  in  a  very  general  revival, 
not  only  in  the  school,  but  extending  to  others  outside.  There  have 
been  some  very  interesting  cases  among  these  scholars.  One  of 
them  was  a  woman  about  forty-five  years  old,  who  had  been  bitterly 
opposed  to  even  the  mention  of  the  claims  of  Christ  upon  her.  She 
has  been  for  years  a  highly  valued  teacher  in  one  of  the  large  Bul- 
garian schools ;  but  feeling  the  need  of  a  better  education  in  som  -i 
directions,  and,  withal,  a  drawing  towards  Protestantism,  applied 
for  admission  to  the  school,  and  has  been  here  a  year  at  her  own 
expense.  She  was  almost  the  last  one  to  rise  for  prayer  in  the 
girls'  prayer-meeting;  but,  that  hard  step  taken,  she  soon  found  joy 
and  peace  in  the  hope  of  sins  forgiven.  She  is  going  to  a  village 
for  Bible  work  during  the  summer  vacation ;  and  good  success  is 
expected  of  her. 

"  I  have  very  much  enjoyed  visiting  several  of  the  villages  near 
Eski  Zagra  recently,  remaining  a  week  or  more  in  each  place. 
We  spent  a  week  in  Merichleri,  a  village  where  our  friends  have 
suffered  bitterest  persecution,  having  their  new  church  pulled 
down  by  a  mob  three  years  ago.  Mr.  Marsh's  first  work  in  Tur- 
key was  taking  care  of  that  case,  obtaining  redress  from  the  gov- 
ernment. He  has,  of  course,  felt  a  special  interest  in  their  affairs, 
and  likes  to  visit  them.  We  were  there  at  a  time  when  everybody 
was  at  home,  and  had  every  opportunity  we  could  ask  for  seeing 
both  Protestants  and  Bulgarians.  Our  home  was  ostensibly  with 
the  pastor's  mother;  but  we  hardly  took  a  meal  there,  as  we  were 
constantly  invited  elsewhere.  Mr.  Marsh  went  with  the  pastor 
and  others,  where  they  met  companies  of  men;  and  the  women 
took  me  about  with  them  from  house  to  house.  They  were  not 
ceremonious  calls  for  taking  coffee  and  sweetmeats,  and  an  inter- 
change of  civilities,  I  can  assure  you,  but  visits  of  an  hour  or  more 
in  a  place,  with  a  prayer-meeting  as  the  main  feature  of  each  one. 
"We  went  in  companies  of  six  or  eight;  and  the  neighbors  gathered 
in,  till  sometimes  thirty  women  sat  to  listen  while  the  sisters 
prayed,  talked,  and  sang.  As  I  did  not  know  the  language,  I  was 
not  of  much  use,  except  in  singing;  but  I  enjoyed  seeing  them  so 
earnest;  and  occasionally  I  found  some  one  who  could  understand 
Turkish,  which  was  a  great  comfort  to  me.  The  Protestant 
community  in  Merichleri  is  now  firmly  established,  and  constantly 
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increasing.  Their  dark  days  of  persecution  are  well  over.  They 
have  a  church  organization,  and  a  young  pastor,  whom  we  all  love 
and  respect. 

"  My  most  delightful  visit  was  in  Kuzanluk,  the  week  before  we 
came  here.  There  is  a  little  community  of  nine  families,  who  are 
just  now  supremely  happy  in  their  first  possession  of  a  settled  pas- 
tor. Two  families  have  been  Protestants  for  years;  but  it  is  only 
within  a  year  or  two  that  the  others  have  been  added.  Among  the 
new-comers  is  a  blind  girl,  in  whom  I  became  very  much  interest- 
ed. Like  many  blind  people,  she  is  unusually  quick  in  her  percep- 
tions, very  bright  and  happy  in  temperament,  and  has  the  strongest 
desire  to  learn  to  read.  Hearing  of  the  books  for  the  blind  in 
England,  the  poor  child  has  set  herself  to  work  to  learn  English, 
so  that  she  may  be  able  to  read.  But  just  think  of  her  getting  at 
the  Bible  in  that  roundabout  way!  This  blind  girl  was  not  the 
only  one  who  interested  me  in  that  village:  several  of  the  women 
seemed  to  me  to  have  unusual  force  of  character ;  and  they  have  all 
done  nobly  in  building,  without  any  outside  help,  a  nice  little 
chapel,  which  is  already  half  filled  on  the  sabbath. 

"  Kuzanluk  is  famous  for  its  rose-gardens,  from  which  is  made 
and  exported  half  the  oil  that  is  sent  from  Turkey.  We  were 
there  just  in  the  height  of  the  season,  —  an  unusually  fine  season, 
—  and  enjoyed  exceedingly  the  gardens  of  pink  roses.  These  are 
the  only  kind  from  which  the  red  oil  is  distilled.  A  very  inferior 
quality,  used  to  dilute  the  other,  is  obtained  from  the  common 
white  roses;  while  the  dark  red  ones,  which  are  very  fragrant,  and 
furnish  nice  rose-water,  yield  no  oil  at  all.  How  we  did  luxuriate 
for  a  week,  using  oil  by  the  quart,  and  the  most  delicious  rose- 
water  in  untold  quantities !  My  room  was  filled  with  fresh  roses 
every  day;  and  a  nice  jar  of  rose  sweetmeats  satisfied  still  another 
sense:  in  fact,  we  '  rose  '  to  the  seventh  heaven  of  perfume." 

THE  CONSTANTINOPLE  HOME. 

One  of  the  missionaries  in  Constantinople  writes  as  follows  of 
the  opening  of  the  fall  term  of  the  Home  school  :  — 

"I  want  to  share  with  you  the  pleasure  I  feel  on  finding  that 
the  new  year  at  the  Home  has  opened  most  encouragingly.  We 
have  known  that  most  strenuous  efforts  were  being  made  by  the 
Armenians  to  prevent  parents  from  sending  their  children ;  and  we 
were  prepared  for  the  possibility  of  a  small  attendance.  The 
advertisement  was  for  Tuesday  of  this  week  ;  and  the  teachers, 
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having  in  mind  that  the  scholars  would  be  coming  in  on  that  day- 
held  the  first  regular  session  yesterday.  To  our  great  gratification, 
there  were  thirty-five  on  the  first  day.  There  are  more  to  come ; 
and  our  hopes  are  quite  high  just  now." 

Another  missionary,  who  was  passing  through  Constantinople  at 
about  the  same  time,  says,  — 

"I  should  have  enjoyed  remaining  three  or  four  days  longer,  and 
seeing  the  school  together.  The  girls  were  beginning  to  assem- 
ble when  we  left.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  eight  or  ten  at 
family  worship,  and  was  much  pleased  with  their  bright  faces  and 
courteous  manners.  One  took  her  place  at  the  piano,  and  played 
the  accompaniment  to  the  Evening  Hymn  of  Praise  ;  and  all 
repeated  texts  of  Scripture,  English,  Turkish,  and  Armenian 
being  brought  into  requisition.  I  also  visited  the  new  building. 
The  situation  is  delightful;  and  the  view  from  the  upper  rooms  and 
the  roof  is  glorious.  The  building  itself  presents  a  fine  appear- 
ance, and,  on  the  whole,  is  admirably  well  arranged.  I  noticed 
particularly  the  spacious  halls,  roomy  closets,  large  dining-room, 
gymnasium,  and  drying-room." 


CHIXA. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.   HARTWELL. 

We  give  below  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hartwell  of 
Fooehow,  China,  written  to  the  auxiliary  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  in 
which,  after  speaking  of  her  pleasure  in  corresponding  with  the 
society  she  says,  — 

"  In  the  three  months  past,  I  have  made  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  visits  in  about  sixty  different  families.  As  there  is  less  oppo- 
sition than  there  was  a  few  years  ago,  the  work  has  been  very 
pleasant.  I  have  employed  a  Christian  woman  in  my  family  for 
some  years,  and  I  have  recently  sent  her  out  visiting.  She  has 
opened  the  way  for  me  to  visit  in  families  of  the  better  class  ;  and 
I  have  had  invitations  to  about  a  dozen  houses  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  and  talking.  I  have  been  treated  very  well,  being  allowed 
to  say  what  I  pleased  without  opposition.  Some  have  even  said 
that  the  idol  was  nothing,  or  '  All  you  say  is  good; '  and  almost 
invariably  small  books  have  been  bought.  These  are  rich  families, 
whose  houses  are  shut  on  the  street.  The  poorer  classes  keep  their 
doors  open  ;  and  the  women  sit  in  the  doorway,  often  inviting  me 
in  as  I  pass. 
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"As  a  specimen  of  an  afternoon's  work,  I  will  write  of  my 
calls  yesterday.  In  the  first  place,  I  went  to  see  a  sick  woman 
who  is  near  death.  Years  ago,  she  was  induced  to  read  Matthew 
and  John,  our  hymn-book,  and  the  catechism,  by  my  paying  for 
teaching.  Since  her  sickness,  she  has  wished  me  to  come  often  to 
sit  with  her,  and  pray  with  her.  She  has  frequently  offered  the 
Lord's  Prayer;  and  at  the  end  of  my  prayer,  her  hearty  '  Amen ' 
—  which  in  Chinese  is  a  phrase  which  means  '  this  is  my  heart's 
desire  '  —  was  always  pleasant.  Her  mind  so  wandered  yesterday, 
that  I  could  not  pray  with  her.  I  next  went  into  an  old  woman's 
shop  ;  and,  after  a  few  minutes,  a  servant-girl  came  in,  and  said 
that  I  was  invited  to  call  at  a  house  I  had  just  passed.  I  went  in, 
and  found  ten  ladies  dressed  in  white  grass-cloth,  old  and  young, 
all  of  one  family  surname.  Six  or  seven  were  seated  around  the 
table,  gambling.  They  stopped  to  speak  to  me,  and  ordered  tea  to 
be  brought.  But  soon  an  elderly  woman  said,  '  I  am  waiting  for 
you  to  play  ; '  and  the  game  went  on,  while  the  others  talked  with 
me.  Gradually  we  began  to  talk  about  religion,  and  to  speak  of 
gambling.  I  said  to  the  gambling  women,  '  Now,  if  you  knew 
that  God  —  or  Heaven,  if  you  are  pleased  to  call  him  so  —  was 
unwilling  that  you  should  gamble,  would  you  give  it  up  ?  I  fear 
you  would  not,'  I  added.  '  And  that  is  just  where  our  sin  lies  :  we 
are  bent  on  our  own  way,  not  in  one  thing,  but  many.  We  prefer 
to  worship  idols,  because  we  do  not  like  to  obey  God's  laws.'  I 
kept  the  attention  of  the  gambling  women  for  some  time  ;  and  they 
received  what  I  said  very  pleasantly,  although  I  spoke  so  plainly. 
A  large  fleshy  woman  said,  by  way  of  excuse,  '  Gambling  is  very 
amusing  and  interesting.' — 'But,'  I  answered,  'it  is  very  injuri- 
ous to  all  parties.  Only  a  day  or  two  ago,  I  was  in  a  house  where 
the  women  pointed  to  a  brother  who  was  lying  on  a  bed,  weeping, 
because  he  had  lost  over  a  thousand  cash  the  day  before  in  gam- 
bling. ' 

"  From  there,  I  went  to  another  street,  into  a  building  where 
there  were  four  families,  and  had  a  good  talk,  some  of  the  fathers 
being  listeners.  One  woman  was  ill.  Her  son  was  a  day  scholar 
some  years  ago :  so  she  knew  something  of  the  truth.  As  I  was 
about  to  leave,  a  servant-girl  invited  me  to  visit  a  wealthy  family 
near,  and  I  had  a  very  pleasant  call  there.  They  were  very  polite, 
and  listened  well.  One  fine  young  man  remarked,  that  he  heard 
Mr.  Hartwell  speak  of  these  things  a  day  or  two  before.  A 
woman,  also,  could  read,  and  bought  a  book  which  contains  our 
articles  of  faith,  and  the  ten  commandments. 
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"  It  is  for  these  labors  that  I  ask  for  your  earnest  prayers.  I 
may  never  call  at  those  three  houses  again  ;  but  the  dear  Lord  can 
follow  up  the  impressions,  and  waits  for  our  prayers  and  our  faith. 
Will  you  not  take  these  women  into  your  hearts,  and  plead  for 
their  deliverance  from  the  control  of  the  evil  one  V  Think  of  us 
through  the  winter,  telling  the  «  old,  old  story,'  and  pray  that 
many  may  believe  and  be  saved." 
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BY   MRS.  N.    G.    CLARK. 
(Abridged  for  "  Life  and  Light.") 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  way  in  which  it  is  so  easy  for  benevolent 
persons  to  defeat  their  own  ends,  and  do  harm  where  they  wish  to 
do  good,  as  by  an  unwise  appropriation  of  money.  And  not  only 
of  individuals  seeking  to  do  good,  is  this  true,  but  equally  so  of 
societies  organized  for  charitable  purposes.  Every  Christian  who 
has  engaged  in  any  form  of  benevolent  work  in  our  own  cities  and 
towns  has  learned  this  so  effectually,  that  I  need  not  dwell  upon  it 
a  moment. 

But  if  it  be  so  true  here,  where  a  little  effort  will  enable  us  to 
learn  the  merits  of  each  case  that  is  laid  before  us,  and  to  see  all 
sides  of  each  question  we  are  called  upon  to  decide,  how  much 
more  must  it  be  true  when  we  seek  to  benefit  those  who  are  sepa- 
rated from  us  by  broad  oceans  and  continents,  whose  characters, 
habits  of  life,  and  real  needs,  we  only  half  understand!  In  such  a 
field  of  labor,  how  easy  it  is,  with  the  best  intentions,  to  make  the. 
gravest  mistakes!  Especially  for  a  society  like  ours,  compara- 
tively new  to  the  work,  how  easy  would  it  be,  by  our  unwise  action, 
to  do  injury  which  those  of  larger  experience  would  avoid!  Being 
well  aware  of  this  from  the  very  outset  of  our  work,  we  adopted 
the  policy  of  the  American  Board,  and  are  pledged  to  it  by  our  act 
of  incorporation.     And,  as  time  goes  on,  we  are  more  and  more 
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convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  this  arrangement.  We  see  more  and 
more  clearly  the  necessity  of  unity,  not  in  purpose  only,  but  in 
plan,  with  that  body,  if  our  efforts  are  to  result  in  real  and  lasting 
good. 

But  are  the  officers,  or  even  the  Prudential  Committee,  of  the 
American  Board,  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  appropri- 
ating funds?  Do  they,  sitting  in  council,  decide  what  moneys 
shall  be  given  to  this  school,  and  what  to  that  ;  where  a  new 
schoolhouse  must  be  built,  or  an  old  one  repaired;  where  a  Bible- 
reader  or  a  colportor  shall  be  employed ;  where  pupils  are  to  be 
received  without  charge,  and  where  they  should  be  required  to 
pay  tuition?  Xot  simply  upon  their  own  judgment;  not  without 
seeking  light  from  those  best  fitted  to  give  it.  They  have  learned 
that  harm  may  be  done  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  by  indiscrimi- 
nate giving;  that  often  the  truest  help  to  the  needy  is  to  stimu- 
late them  to  help  themselves;  that,  instead  of  doing  everything 
for  a  feeble  church  or  a  struggling  school,  it  may  be  better  to 
leave  something  to  be  done  by  those  who  are  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  these  institutions;  that,  in  many  cases,  our  Bibles  and  our 
schools  are  not  valued  so  long  as  they  are  given  freely.  How 
much  help  to  give,  and  where  to  stop  giving  in  each  case,  is  a  diffi- 
cult problem:  who  shall  solve  it  ?  Even  the  Prudential  Committee, 
feeling  that  at  so  great  a  distance  their  knowledge  of  facts  can  be 
but  partial,  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  judging  how  the 
Lord's  money  may  best  be  spent,  and  turn  to  the  missionaries, 
saying,  "You  are  on  the  ground.  You  see  and  know  much  that 
we  cannot  understand.     You  must  advise  us. ' ' 

And,  now  that  the  responsibility  is  thrown  back  upon  the  labor- 
ers in  the  foreign  field,  how  do  they  meet  it?  Does  each  one, 
considering  the  wants  of  his  own  station  only,  sit  down  and  write 
what  is  needed  there  ?  Would  it  be  safe  to  act  upon  estimates  of 
expense  prepared  in  that  way?  Our  missionaries  themselves  are 
but  human,  and  are,  therefore,  liable  to  errors  of  judgment,  — pecu- 
liarly liable  perhaps,  from  their  isolated  position,  to  overestimate 
the  comparative  importance  of  the  work  needed  in  their  own  fields. 
They  realize  the  dangers  themselves;  and  in  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  mission,  where  as  many  as  possible  of  its  members  are 
convened  from  all  the  stations  to  decide  upon  their  plans  for  the 
coming  year,  the  members  of  each  station  present  a  carefully 
prepared  estimate  of  the  funds  which  will  be  needed  for  their  work; 
not  merely  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  sum,  but  a  list  of  details, 
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with  the  expense  of  each.  When  all  these  items  have  been  care- 
fully and  prayerfully  considered  and  voted  upon,  the  secretary  of 
the  mission  forwards  to  the  foreign  secretary  at  Boston,  in  detail, 
the  estimate  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  mission  for  the  coming 
year,  sanctioned  by  at  least  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  meeting.  This  estimate  the  foreign  secretary  lays 
before  the  Prudential  Committee,  who  decide  whether,  in  view 
of  the  wants  of  other  missions,  they  can  grant  the  whole  sum:  if 
not,  they  seek  to  retrench  in  those  particulars  which  seem  least 
vital  to  the  interests  of  the  work.  Oh  that  sad,  sad  word 
"retrench,"  when  the  fields  are  white,  and  the  laborers  so  few! 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend  some  of  the  mission  meetings 
alluded  to.  I  have  seen  how  carefully  each  item  of  expense  is 
scrutinized,  how  deeply  the  missionaries  feel  that  the  money  they 
are  to  use  is  a  sacred  trust.  I  have  heard  a  missionary  plead 
earnestly  for  an  appropriation  of  funds  which  seemed  to  him  very 
desirable,  and  have  seen  with  what  a  Christian  spirit  he  would 
yield  the  point,  when  his  fellow-laborers  voted  it  unwise.  He, 
perhaps,  was  still  unable  to  see  it  so;  but  he  felt,  that,  as  they  had 
asked  God  for  guidance  in  all  their  decisions,  those  decisions  must 
be  accepted  as  from  above. 

This  acquiescence  in  the  decision  of  the  majority  is  founded  upon 
experience  of  the  mischievous  results  of  a  different  policy.  Were  it 
proper  to  mention  names,  instances  might  be  cited  in  which  large 
sums  have  been  worse  than  thrown  away.  Money  has  been  sunk  in 
unsuccessful  schools,  and  in  other  enterprises  not  favored  by  most 
of  the  missionaries  in  the  field.  Native  communities  have  been 
kept  in  a  state  of  pauperism,  by  help  bestowed  freely  by  mission- 
aries, who  could  obtain  it  from  wealthy  friends,  or  local  missionary 
societies  in  this  country.  These  same  communities,  when  this 
source  of  supply  was  withdrawn,  have  themselves  come  forward, 
and  raised  the  money  needed  for  their  churches  and  schools. 
The  supply  for  missionary  purposes  is  limited,  and  must  be  wisely 
used  for  vital  objects.  To  waste  money  where  it  is  not  needed 
is  to  take  it  from  other  points  where  it  is  needed.  And  if  mis- 
sionaries are  to  follow  their  own  judgment,  in  opposition  to  that 
of  their  brethren,  raising  money  for  their  own  special  purposes 
and  pet  schemes  by  personal  appeals,  great  injustice  will  often  be 
done.  Those  who  are  ready  writers  or  eloquent  speakers  will 
obtain  money  for  their  work;  while  others,  with  perhaps  a  better 
cause,  but  with  less  ability  to  set  it  forth  in  glowing  terms,  will 
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fail.  The  native  Christians  will  feel  that  some  stations  are  favored 
at  the  expense  of  others;  and  so  jealousies  will  arise  among 
them.  They  will  find  that  pathetic  appeals  to  one  missionary  will 
secure  them  almost  any  thing  they  ask,  while  from  others  no 
money  can  be  obtained;  and  so  one  will  gain  undue  influences 
among  them  at  the  expense  of  another,  who  is  as  devotedly,  and 
perhaps  more  wisely,  working  in  their  behalf,  —  a  result  not 
favorable  to  good  feeling  among  the  missionaries  themselves. 

All  this  has  a  bearing  upon  our  work;  for  such  a  disappointment 
as  I  have  spoken  of  may  come  to  one  of  our  missionary  sisters  in 
regard  to  some  plan  of  hers  for  work  among  the  women  or  the 
schools.  For,  in  the  foreign  field,  the  cause  is  one;  and  the  plans 
for  "  woman's  work  "  are  considered  with  the  same  care  as  all  the 
rest.  Suppose  that,  after  such  a  disappointment,  she  finds,  on  her 
return  from  the  Annual  Meeting,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
some  one  of  our  auxiliary  societies  saying,  "  Tell  us  what  we  can 
do  to  help  on  your  work. ' '  She  is  not  acquainted  with  our  meth- 
ods. She  does  not  know,  that,  by  our  constitution,  we  are  pledged 
to  act  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  American  Board,  nor 
realize  that  money  spent  for  such  special  projects  must  be  taken  from 
the  funds  needed  for  the  support  of  our  missionaries  themselves. 
She  naturally  feels  that  God  has  sent  her  the  help  so  much  desired. 
She  says  to  herself,  "  From  this  source  I  may  receive  the  money 
needed  to  carry  out  my  plan,  without  trenching  upon  the  funds  of 
the  Board."  She  writes  to  the  secretary,  stating  her  case;  and 
what  are  we  to  do  ?  What  can  we  do,  but  disappoint  her  once 
more  ?  It  is  hard  to  do  it ;  but  we  cannot  violate  our  act  of 
incorporation  by  making  a  special  appropriation  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Prudential  Committee.  Our  secretary  must  explain  to 
her  that  we  appropriate  money  only  for  objects  sanctioned  by  that 
committee,  and  that  they  sanction  only  appropriations  first  ap- 
proved by  vote  of  the  missions.  As  soon  as  possible,  we  must  try 
to  have  this  principle  clearly  understood,  both  among  our  mission- 
aries abroad  and  our  auxiliaries  at  home,  that  both  parties  may  be 
spared  all  the  disappointment  and  embarrassment  resulting  from 
misconception  on  the  subject. 

But  some  one  may  say,  ' '  May  not  a  mission  vote  against  some 
plan,  not  because  they  deem  it  unwise,  but  because  other  things 
are  more  important,  and  they  fear  there  will  not  be  funds  enough 
for  all  ?  "  It  is  true,  alas  !  that  such  a  case  may  often  arise. 
The  missions  have  learned  about  how  much  they  may  expect  from 
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the  churches  at  home  ;  and,  therefore,  they  watch  and  plan  that 
every  farthing  shall  accomplish  its  utmost. 

Dear  sisters,  let  us  never  forget  that  this  blessed  privilege  of 
working  for  the  sj^read  of  the  gospel  in  this  dark  world  involves  also 
a  solemn  trust.  We  have  accepted  a  great  responsibility  in  gather- 
ing and  using  the  money  which  comes  to  the  Lord's  treasury  from 
so  many  loving  hearts,  and  is  followed  by  so  many  earnest  prayers. 
Let  us  ask  Him  who  giveth  liberally,  for  wisdom,  that  none  of 
these  precious  gifts  be  wasted. 


BRANCH   SOCIETIES. 

We  are  very  glad  to  report  at  this  time  the  formation  of  a 
Branch  Society  for  the  State  of  New  York.  The  organization  was 
effected  at  a  ladies'  meeting,  held  in  connection  with  the  State 
Association  of  Churches  at  Norwich,  Oct.  21,  just  too  late  to  be 
noticed  in  our  last  issue.  Mrs.  Ray  Palmer,  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  Branch,  presided  at  the  meeting,  giving  the  new 
branch  the  benefit  of  her  experience,  and  extending  to  it  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.  Miss  Rosa  Smith,  formerly  of  the  Madura 
mission,  also  spoke  of  the  joys  and  compensations  of  missionary 
work,  adding  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  Seventeen  of 
the  auxiliaries  already  existing  in  the  State  were  represented  at 
the  meeting;  and  if  earnestness,  determination,  and  enthusiasm 
will  accomplish  any  thing,  this  last  branch  is  destined  to  have  a 
vigorous  growth.  The  following  officers  were  chosen :  Mrs.  Butler 
of  Fairport,  President;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrookof  Syracuse,  Secretary; 
and  Miss  Myra  Fritcker  of  Syracuse,  Treasurer.  Vice-presidents, 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  society  in  the  various  conferences, 
were  appointed  as  follows:  Mrs.  Isaac  Edwards,  for  Albany 
Conference;  Mrs.  TV.  N.  Robinson,  for  central;  Mrs.  James  Dean, 
for  Oneida,  Chenango,  and  Delaware;  Mrs.  Bradford,  for  Ontario; 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Waite  for  St.  Lawrence  and  Black  River  ;  Mrs.  E. 
Taylor,  for  Susquehanna;  Mrs.  II.  F.  Dudley,  for  Wyoming; 
Mrs.  Eli  Corwin,  for  Western  New  York;  Mrs.  W.  I.  Buddington 
and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Barnes,  for  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  Each 
vice-president  was  also  empowered  to  appoint  a  committee  of  two 
to  assist  her  in  the  work. 

On  the  same  day  that  this  branch  was  formed,  the  Second 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Rhode  Island  Branch  was  held  at  Provi- 
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dence,  of  which  its  secretary  writes,  "  The  goodly  number  present 
in  the  morning,  and  the  well-filled  chapel  in  the  afternoon,  were 
indicative  of  increasing  interest  in  the  cause.  Responses  were 
received  from  almost  every  auxiliary  and  mission-circle:  the 
assistance  thus  rendered  by  our  young  helpers  was  a  very  pleas- 
ing feature  of  the  meeting.  The  branch  has  gained  one  auxiliary, 
and  three  mission-circles,  making  a  total  of  thirty.  There  now 
remain  but  seven  churches  in  the  State  not  connected  with  the 
Woman's  Board. 

"  The  receipts  for  the  year  amount  to  $3,003.22,  nearly  $1,000 
more  than  last  year.  Of  this  amount  $751  has  been  contributed  by 
mission-circles. 

"  Greetings  were  received  from  Miss  Cowles  of  the  New  Haven 
Branch,  Mrs.  Theron  Baldwin  of  the  Hartford  Branch,  and  Miss 
Borden  of  the  Boston  Board.  Their  words  of  cheer  and  encour- 
agement were  very  gratifying;  and  the  influence  of  this  interchange 
of  Christian  sympathy  must  result  in  good. 

"  After  partaking  of  a  bountiful  collation,  and  spending  an  hour 
in  social  intercourse,  the  services  were  resumed  at  two  o'clock. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Blodgett  gave  an  interesting  report  of  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Board  in  Chicago.  Following  this  was  a  poem, 
read  by  Miss  Leavitt,  entitled  '  The  Missionary  Soup-Kettle,' 
written  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Tracy,  describing  the  famine  in  Asiatic 
Turkey  in  1874-75.  After  an  address  by  Miss  Borden,  the  re- 
maining time  was  occupied  by  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Harpoot,  Turkey. 
She  spoke  with  deep  earnestness  of  the  value  of  woman's  work  in 
the  mission  cause,  and  vividly  portrayed  the  condition  of  women 
in  lands  without  the  Bible.  Instances  were  also  given  of  the 
cheering  results  of  bringing  to  these  dark  homes  and  hearts  a 
knowledge  of  the  word  of  God,  or,  as  they  beautifully  call  it  '  the 
breath  of  God.' 

"A  few  parting  words,  a  prayer,  and  the  doxology,  closed  the 
meeting,  which  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest  to  all  present." 


CONFERENCE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Our  Sixth  Conference  Association  was  formed  at  East  Marshfield, 
in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Pilgrim  Conference  in  Oc- 
tober, with  the  following  officers:  Mrs.  John  H.  Bourne,  Marsh- 
field,  President;  Mrs.  E.  Alden,  jun.,  Marshfield,  Vice-President; 
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Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Hanover,  Secretary.  A  committee  of  ladies, 
consisting  of  one  from  each  church  in  the  conference,  was  appointed 
for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  association. 

That  these  conference  associations  will  i^ove  a  power  in  our 
work  is  shown  by  a  report  recently  received  from  the  one  in 
South  Middlesex,  which  was  organized  a  year  ago.     Its  secretary 


"  As  our  record  now  stands,  we  have  just  doubled  our  number 
of  missionary  societies  during  the  year,  having,  in  all,  fourteen 
auxiliaries,  and  eight  mission-circles.  By  our  union  in  this  organi- 
zation, at  least  one  important  object  has  been  gained,  — the  strong 
interest  and  sympathy  that  has  sprung  up  among  the  sisters  of 
our  different  churches.  Those  who  met  as  strangers  before  are 
strangers  no  longer.  The  common  cause  which  we  bear  upon  our 
hearts  brings  with  it  common  interests  and  duties;  and  we  feel, 
indeed,  like  one  great  family." 

Large  and  interesting  meetings  were  also  held  recently  in  the 
Essex  conferences  North  and  South.  In  the  thirty  churches  in 
South  Essex,  there  are  eleven  auxiliaries;  and  the  warm  interest 
manifest  in  the  last  meeting  seemed  an  earnest  of  the  speedy  for- 
mation of  others.     At  this  meeting,  the  following  resolutions  were 


Whereas,  We  feel  that  the  organization  of  the  Essex  South  Con- 
ference Association  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to  vitalize  individual 
interest  in  foreign  missions,  as  well  as  to  enlarge  the  usefulness  of 
the  auxiliary  societies, 

Resolved,  That,  as  individual  members  of  the  churches  repre- 
sented by  this  Conference,  we  seek  daily  at  a  throne  of  grace  to  be 
endowed  with  that  true  missionary  spirit  which  regards  all  the  world 
as  the  field,  and  sees  in  every  creature  one  for  whom  Christ  died. 

Resolved,  That,  as  mothers,  we  seek  to  stimulate  in  our  children 
the  same  missionary  spirit  which  we  invoke  for  ourselves. 

Resolved,  That,  as  members  of  the  respective  auxiliaries  con- 
nected with  this  Conference,  we  bring  our  responsibility  to  those 
societies  to  the  test  of  our  love  for  Jesus ;  that  we  seek  their  pros- 
perity by  our  presence  at  the  meetings,  by  our  prayers,  and  by  that 
full  consecration  which  says,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do?" 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  pastor 
of  each  church  connected  with  this  Conference,  with  a  request  that 
they  be  read  from  the  pulpit  on  the  sabbath  following. 
2 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  Oct.  18,  to  Nov.  18,  1875. 
MRS.  BENJAMHT  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.— Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana.,  Treas.,  Farmington, 
Aux.,  $15;  Brunswick,  Aux., 
$5  30;  8.  S.  cl..  $1.70;  Bath 
"  Central  Ch.  Mission-Circle," 
$53.70;  Washington  Co.  Conf. 
prayer  meeting,  $8.50;  Deer 
Isle,  Aux.,  $:5;  Farmington, 
"Willing  Workers,"  $23;  Au- 
burn, Aux.,  $34;  Searsport, 
Aux.,  with  prev.  contri.  tu 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Lucy  C. 
Adams,  $7.92;  Falmouth,  1st 
Parish  Ch.,  Aux.,  $20;  Rock- 
land, Aux.,  to  const  L.  M.'s 
Mrs.  Maria  S.  Spear,  Mrs. 
Emma  Morse,  $50 ;  Mrs.  David 
Tiilson,  to  const,  herself  L.  M. 
$25,  $259  21 

Oxford.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc'y,       4  00 
Wells.  —  A  S.  S.  class  of  children,    1  CO 


Total,        $264  21 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.,  Am- 
herst, Miss  L.  F.  13.,  $30;  Bris- 
tol, Aux.,  $21.75;  Dunbarton 
Aux.,  $10.02;  East  Derby, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
Maria  McGregor  Coggswell  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $81;  Ex- 
eter, Aux.,  $5;  llollis,  Aux., 
$35;  Hampton  Falls,  Aux, 
$19;  Keene,  2d  Ch.,  Young 
Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  $55; 
3It.  Vernon,  Aux. ,  $  12 ;  North 
Hampton,  Aux.,  $14;  New- 
port, Aux.,  $7,  $300  87 


Total,       $300  87 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Exe 
ter,  1st  Ch.,  S.S.  for  desk,  $10; 
Hollis,  airs.  Burgo  and  aiiss 
Ball,  for  desk,  marked  "Seneca 
Cummings,"  $10;  young  peo- 
ple, for  desk  marked  "Busy 
Bees,  llollis,"  $10;  Newport, 
Aux.,  for  shelf  in  library, 
$25,  $55  00 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  airs.  Geo. 
H.  Fox,  Treas.,  St.  Albans, 
$158 ;  Brookheld,  1st  Cong.  Ch., 
$17;  2d  Cong.  Ch,  with  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  airs. 
William  A.  Bushbee,  $12;  So. 
Hero,  Aux.,  $35;  Lyndonville, 
Aux.,  $12  30;  "Busy  Bees," 
$14;  Danville,  Aux..  $30;  Ver- 
gennes,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 


const.  L.  ai.  aiiss  A.  E.  Hunt- 
ington. $51 ;  "  Cheerful  Giv- 
ers," $14;  Brandon  Aux., 
$23.50  ;  Castleton,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  ai.'s  airs. 
L.H.  Stone,  airs.  MaryNoyes, 
$55;  Chester,  Aux.,  $10  51; 
Thetford,  Aux.,  $8.50;  Char- 
lotte, Aux.,  $11  25 ;  Pittsford, 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
A.  ai.  Caverly,  Miss  Abby  Stev- 
ens, $50;  Wells  River,  Aux., 
$12,  $523  15 

Burlinqton.  —  "  Our  aiission 
Band."  for  Hindu  Girls'  Sch. 
and  B.  R  ,  151  00 

Middlelniry.  —  Aux.,  towards 
pupil  in  the  C.  Home,  50  00 

West  Hartford.— Ladies  of  Cong. 
Ch.  and  Soc'y,  8  25 

Total,       $732  40 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  E.  W. 
ai.  for  Daniels   Room,    $150; 
Rutland,    airs.  II.  E.  Frink, 
$3,  $153  00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst.  —  Aux.,  2d  Cong.  Ch.,    $11  00 
yls7%.-Cong.  Ch.  100 

Boston  —  aiiss  Ann  Newman,  of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  ai.'s  airs. 
Teresa  S.  Wheeler,  Bangor, 
ale.,  aiiss  Emily  C.  Wheeler, 
Albany,  N.Y.,  100  00 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  $10.25;  airs.  T.  Garrett, 
to  const.  L.  ai.  aiiss  Josie  E. 
Bennett,  $25;    "  Ferguson  Mis- 
sion Circle,"  $100,  42  25 
Burlington.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L. 

M.  Rlrs.  William  M.Walker,  25  00 
Cambridge.  —  Union  Aux..  Shep- 
hard  Ch.,  $94;  East  Cambridge 
Ch.,  $22;  North  Ave.  Ch.,  of 
wh.  $25  by  airs.  M.  W.  Carr  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.  $1.30 ;\v 
"  Rose-Buds,"  $5,  *-     251  00 

Chelsea.  —  Aux.,  2  00 

Clinton.  —  Aux.,  17  80 

Falmouth.—  "Seaside  Gleaners," 
to  const.  L.  ai.'s  aiiss  Carrie  C. 
Davis,  Miss  Lucy  D.  Tozer,  50  00 

Fitchburg.  —  Rollston  Cong.  Ch.,    20  00 
Grafton.  —  Aux.,  with  prev.  con- 
tri. to  const.  L.  ai.'s  airs.  Wni. 
R.  Hill,  airs.  ai.  P.  Dennis,  45  50 

Ilolbrook.  — airs.  E.  N.  Holbrook, 
to    const.  L.    M.  airs.    Zenas 
French.  $25;  "The  Little  Chil- 
dren, $3,  28  00 
Holliston. —  Aux.,                             25  00 
Ipswich.  —  A  friend,  75 
Leominster.  —  Cong.  Ch.,                    2  50 
Leominster,  No.  —  Cong.  Ch.             2  00 
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Littleton.  —  C.  M.  H.'s  Mission- 
ary box,  $1  00 

Lowell.  — Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Miss  Sarah  II.  Stickney  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  fc>.  W.  Stick- 
ney, 40  27 

Lunenburg.  —  E.  T.  Francis,  2  00 

Maiden.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Phebe  F.  M.  Pierce,  $25; 
Mrs.  Louise  W.  Rounds,  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $25,  50  00 

Marblehead. — Aux.,  pupil  Miss 
Payson's  sch.,  40  00 

Natick.—  Aux.,  114  25 

Newbury  port.  —  Aux..  for  Mrs. 
Toinson's  sal.,  $50;  Tyler  Mis- 
sion Circle,  $25,  75  00 

Newton.  —  Miss  Bessie  B.  Ely,  a 
birthday  gift,  5  00 

North  Brookfield.  —  Mrs.  M.  T. 
Reed's  S.  S.  cl.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Ann  Maria  Hair,  25  00 

Norfolk.—  Mrs.  Levi  Mann,  5  00 

Pedbody.  —  Aux.,  toward  the 
Bitlis  sch.,  12  00 

Pepperell.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  2  50 

Pic/eon  Cove.  —  "  Busy  Bodies,"      25  00 

Pi'ltsfield.—  Aux.,  a  friend  $20; 
monthly  col.,  $18,  38  00 

Beading.  —  Children's  Mission- 
ary Soc'y,  111  00 

lioyalston.  —  Aux.,  40  00 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  n. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas.,  Mon- 
son,  Aux.,  for  B.  R.  Madura, 
$30;  pupils  in  Marsovan  and 
Foocbow,  $70,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  Uea.  Porter  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  I)r.  Abram  Smith ;  Hol- 
yoke,  2d  Cb.,  $107.81;  West 
Granville,  Aux.,  $5.50 ;  Spring- 
field, Memorial  Ch.,  Mrs.  Hook- 
er's Bible  Cl.,  for  Myriam.  at 
Talas,  $25 ;  towards  Miss  Tal- 
cott's  sal.,' $19;  South  Ch., 
$3.10;  for  Miss  J.  E.  Wheeler's 
saTy,  Japan,  $244.10,  of  wh. 
$25  from  1st  Ch.,  Westfield, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Titsworth;  for  Miss  Talcott's 
sal'y,  Japan,  $  1.27 ;  East  Long- 
meadow  Cong.  Ch.,  $12.75; 
"Young  Disciples,"  $8.58  to- 
wards pupil  at  Talas,  713  87 

Southampton.  —  "  Bearers  of 
Light,"  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Ophelia 
A.  Clapp,  50  00 

Soulhbridge.  —  Mrs.  Sumner 
Marsh,  1  00 

South  Plymouth.  —  Mrs.  David 
Brigbam,  5  00 

Watertoum.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil 
Udupitty,  30  00 

Wellesley.  —Mrs.  P.  W.  Dana  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
Bigelow,  Dedham,  25  00 

West  Boy Iston.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and 
Soc'y  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Do- 
rinda  D.  Winter,  25  00 

Westford.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc,      7  75 

Weymouth,      North.  —  "  Wide- 


awake Workers,"  to  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Mary  Jones,  $27  59 

Wrentham.    -Aux.,  44  50 


Total,        $2,139  53 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Ashfield.  —  First  payment    tow.  /    ~ 
the  room  to   be  called  "  The  0* 
White  Sisters,"  by  H.  W-,         $50  00 

Boston,  South.  —  Mrs.  Jeremy 
Drake,  for  Drake  Room,  200  00 

Cambridgejyort.  —  Prospect-st. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  70  00 

Winchester.  —  Mrs.  D.  N.  Shil- 
lings, for  the  Skillings  Room,     231  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Darien.  —  "Busy  Bees"  for  B. 
R.  in  Harpoot,  $5  00 

Hartford  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Cbarles 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Rockville, 
Aux.,  $9;  Terryville,  "  Buds  of 
Promise,"  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
L.  S.  Griggs.  $25 ;  Berlin,  Aux., 
$67;  Dayville,  "Youths'  Mis- 
sion Band,"  proceeds  of  fair, 
for  pupil  in  the  Inanda  sch., 
$30,  in  Miss  Payson's  sch.,  $40, 
in  Dakota  Home,  $40 ;  Poquon- 
nock,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $23  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Phipps,  $50; 
South  Windsor,  Aux.,  pupil  in 
Miss  Payson's  sch.,  $42.50; 
Simbury,  Aux.,  $35 ;  Terryville, 
Aux.,  $13;  East  Granby,  Aux., 
$7;  Plain  vide,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  Mrs.  Delia  Marsh  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  O.  Hall,  $75;  Wap- 
ping,  Aux.,  $8;  Rocky  Hill, 
Aux.,  and  S.  S.,  of  wh.  $40 
towards  two  pupils  in  Miss 
Townshend's  sch.,  $55;  West 
Killingly,  Aux.,  $40,  536  50 

New-London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.,  New 
London,  1st  Ch.,  of  wh.  $50  to 
const.  L.  M.'s  Miss  Grace  H. 
Learned,  Miss  Florence 
Learned,  $195 ;  2d  Ch. ,  $107.14 ; 
Old  Lyme,  Aux.,  for  B.  R.  in 
Van,  $30;  East  Lyme,  Aux., 
$14  ;  Norwich,  Broadway  Ch., 
4ux.,  of  wh.  $25  ,  by  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward B.  Huntington  to  const. 
L.M.  Miss  MaryL.  Hunting- 
ton, $153,  499  14 

Southport.  —  Cong.  S.  S.  towards 
pupd  in  Harpoot,  30  00 


Total,    $1,070  64 


NEW  YOKK. 

Catslcill.  —  Miss  Julia  R.  Day,      $25  00 
Westmoreland.  —  Aux.,  7  00 


Lansing. 


Total, 

MICHIGAN. 

■Plymouth Cong.  S.S., 


$32  00 
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towards  pupil  in  the  Misses 
Ely's  sen.,  $25  00 

Total,  $25  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Avoca.  — ' '  Merry  Workers,"  40 

Total,  $0  40 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Branch  —  With  prev. 
contri.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Greene  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Flora  M. 
Greene,  Mrs.  Hugh  McLennan 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Isabella 
McLennan,  Mrs.  N.  B.  Corse 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Olive  C.  C. 
Claggett,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Papineau 
to   const.    L.  M.   Miss   Marie 


Louise  Papineau,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
May  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Kate 
Louise  McCaffrey,  Mrs.  P.  D. 
Browne  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Winnie  Browne,  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Greene  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Eleanor  O.  Greene,  $36.50; 
Waterloo,  P.  Q.,  "Seek-and- 
Save  Society,  $30,  $66  50 


Total,      $C6  50 

General  Funds,  $4,631  55 

C.  Home  Building-Fund,  759  00 

"  Life  and  Light,"  244  41 

"  Echoes,"  12  63 

Weekly  Pledge,  8  60 

Leaflets,  5  92 

Total,        $5,662  11 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
Maine  Branch. — Bath.  — Central  Church  Mission-Circle,  $53.79. 

Farmington.—  "  Willing  Workers,"  $23-00. 
New-Hampshire  Branch.  — Ilollis.  —  "Busy  Bees,"  $10.00. 
Vermont  Branch.  — Lyndonville.  —  "Busy  Bees,"  $14.00. 

Vergennes.  —  "  Cheerful  Givers,"  $14.00. 
Massachusetts.  —  Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Church,  "  Ferguson  Cir- 
cle," $1.00. 

Cambridge.—  North- Avenue  Church,  " Bose-Buds,"  $5.00. 

Falmouth.  —  "Seaside  Gleaners,"  $50.00. 

Holbrook.  —  "  The  Little  Children,"  $3.00. 

Newburyport.  —  "  Tyler  Mission-Circle,"  $25.00. 

Neioton.  —Miss  Bessie  B.  Ely,  $5.00. 

Pigeon  Cove.  —  "Busy  Bodies,"  $25.00. 

Reading.  —  "  Children's  Missionary  Society,"  $111.00. 
Springfield  Branch.  — East  Longmeadow.  —  "Young  Disciples,"  $8.58. 

Southampton.  —  "Bearers  of  Light,"  $50.00. 

Wey mouth-North.—  "  Wide  Awake  Workers,"  $27.59. 
Connecticut.  —  Darien.  —  "  Busy  Bees,"  $5.00. 
Hartford  Branch.  —  Terryville.  —  "Buds  of  Promise,"  $25.00. 

Dayville.  —  "Youth's  Mission-Band,"  $110.00. 
Wisconsin.  —  Avoca.  —  "Merry  Workers,"  40  cents. 

Whitewater.  —  "  Cheerful  Workers,"  $1.00. 
Canadian  Branch.—  Waterloo,  P.Q.  —  "  Seek-and-Save  Society,"  $30.00. 
Illinois.  —  Glencoe.  —  S.  S.,  $19  22. 

Evanston.  —  "  Little  Towel-Heinmers,"  $3.78. 
Iowa.  —  Ogden.  —  "  Busy  Bees,"  $15.00. 

Polk,  City.  —  "  Buds  of  Promise,"  $6.10. 

Sibley.  —  "  Sibley  Helpers,"  $3.40. 
Minnesota.  —  Zumbrota.  —  "  Prairie-Gleaners,"  $30.00. 
Missouri.  —  St.  Louis.  —  "  Beady  Hands,"  $03.25. 
Dakota  Territory.  —  Yankton.  —  "  Willing  Hearts,"  $10.00. 
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AFRICA. 

LETTER  EROM  MISS  PINKERTON. 

(Concluded.) 

From  Univoti,  a  short  day's  ride  brought  me  to  Umsunduzi, 
where  Mr.  Tyler  now  is.  This  station  is  farther  from  the  sea,  and 
on  higher  ground.  I  staid  here  a  week;  and  then  Mr.  Tyler,  Miss 
Day,  Mattie  Tyler,  and  I,  prepared  to  visit  the  old  station  of  Mr. 
Marsh,  now  occupied  by  a  native  pastor,  named  Benjamin.  A  bit 
of  ground  'there  is  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  founder  of  the 
station  and  church  ;  and,  as  we  stood  around  the  grave,  we  all  felt, 
that,  though  dead,  he  yet  spake  to  us  in  many  ways. 

Mrs.  Tyler  invited  two  or  three  others,  and  planned  for  us  a  pic- 
nic on  some  beautiful  points  of  table-land  which  were  on  our  route. 

Early  Saturday  morning,  just  imagine  a  light  wagon,  with  a 
white  top,  drawn  by  six  oxen,  and  filled  with  a  merry  company, 
and  lunch  for  all,  both  black  and  white.  A  part  of  the  company 
went  on  horseback;  and  a  few  laughing,  chatting  natives  brought 
up  the  rear.  We  climbed  the  hills  for  two  hours,  and  then  found 
ourselves  where  we  could  see  from  ten  to  twenty  miles  in  different 
directions.  Beautiful,  indeed!  Thousands  of  hills  gracefully 
rounded,  charmingly  green,  with  lovely  little  valleys  between,  and 
often  a  stream  of  water  sparkling  in  the  sunshine,  here  and  there, 
as  it  journeyed  on  to  the  sea  —  this  in  the  foreground.  Beyond, 
on  one  side,  rose  the  mountains  like  a  strong  bulwark,  and,  on  the 
other,  the  ocean,  grand  in  its  massiveness.  I  could  only  stand  and 
wonder  and  admire  in  silence. 

Word  had  been  sent  to  the  natives  around,  and  they  gathered 
for  a  service;  after  which  our  picnic  company  separated,  part  going 
home,  the  rest  journeying  on  to  Tafamasi  (plain  of  sour  milk)  to 
spend  the  sabbath.  Mr.  Pixley  of  Inanda  had  promised  to  meet 
us  there,  and  we  found  him  waiting  to  welcome  us. 

It  seemed  a  little  amusing,  and  yet  interesting,  to  be  entertained 
by  a  black  gentleman  and  family;  but  we  were  very  politely  and 
comfortably  served,  and  were  glad  that  we  came. 

The  first  sound  I  heard  sabbath  morning  was  the  ringing  of  the 
bell  for  prayer-meeting,  beginning  at  sunrise.  At  half-past  ten, 
the  station  people  and  children  came  in  for  Sunday  school;  and 
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from  that  time,  until  two,  they  continued  to  come,  and  then  num- 
bered two  hundred  or  more. 

As  this  congregation  was  too  large  for  Benjamin's  house,  the 
missionaries  and  a  few  others  occupied  chairs  in  the  veranda; 
while  the  company  generally  sat  on  benches,  or  on  the  ground, 
directly  in  front.  They  all  quietly  listened  to  two  sermons  with 
only  a  few  minutes'  rest  between  them;  and  we  hope  that  much 
good  seed  was  thus  sown  in  the  hearts  of  these  dark-skinned  two 
hundred.  I  longed  to  be  able  to  speak  to  the  people  in  their  own 
language,  and  tell  them  of  Christ  their  Saviour.  One  thing  I  could 
do,  — I  could  sing;  and  in  the  afternoon  Miss  Day  and  I  sang  an 
hour  or  more  with  them,  and  taught  them  some  new  hymns. 

We  were  very  much  gratified  on  seeing  Benjamin  wait  on  his 
wife,  and  show  her  various  little  courtesies.  lie  also  called  all  his 
family  and  servants,  every  night  and  morning,  for  worship ;  and  all 
was  done  "decently  and  in  order."  These  little  things  are  more 
noticeable,  because,  in  their  heathen  condition,  the  women  wait 
on  the  men,  and  never  eat  with  them.  The  wives  are  regarded  as 
inferior,  do  the  work,  carry  the  burdens,  dig,  and  make  gardens. 

Early  Monday  morning  we  ate  our  breakfast  of  coarse  samp, 
bread,  coffee,  crackers,  oranges,  and  amasi  (thick  milk,  prepared 
in  a  way  peculiar  to  the  natives) ,  and  mounted  our  horses  for  a 
ride  of  eighteen  miles  ;  Mr.  Tyler  and  Mattie  going  home,  and 
the  rest  of  us  coming  to  Inanda :  but  that  visit  to  Tafamasi,  and 
the  ride  over  those  mountains,  I  can  never  forget.  We  had  no 
road  to  follow,  though  there  was  a  path  most  of  the  way ;  but 
this  wound  around  hills  where  there  was  just  room  for  the  horse  to 
walk  —  rocks  above,  and  steep  banks  below,  for  a  long  distance. 
We  crossed  one  stream  several  times,  often  being  obliged  to  go  up 
stone  step  banks,  or  down  two  or  three  feet  at  a  time  ;  and  I  had 
considerable  sport  jumping  over  deep  gullies  on  horseback.  Such 
wild,  wild  scenery  I    I  cannot  describe  it. 


PATCHWORK  FOR  MISSION  SCHOOLS. 
Three  parcels  of  patchwork  have  been  received  in  Chicago,  in 
response  to  Mrs  Coffing's  hint,  ready  basted,  for  little  foreign  fingers 
to  complete,  —  one  from  Waterloo,  Io.,  one  from  Princeton,  111.  The 
third  gave  no  clew  as  to  its  origin ;  nor  could  the  postmark  be  deci- 
phered. Upon  this  we  paid  fifty-five  cents  postage,  as  it  was  sealed. 
Any  such  parcels  need  only  be  tied,  and,  now,  that  we  have  a  mis- 
sionary room,  can  be  addressed  to  Secretary  W.  B.  M.  I.,  No.  77, 
Madison  Street,  Chicago.    The  donors  will  please  accept  our  thanks. 
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ANNUAL   MEETING. 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  held  its  Seventh 
Animal  Meeting  at  Elyria,  O.,  Nov.  3  and  4, 1875,  Mrs.  Moses  Smith 
presiding. 

The  first  session  was  opened  at  ten  o'clock  Wednesday  morning, 
by  singing,  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  followed  by  a  few  earnest 
words  from  the  President,  and  prayer  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Bartlett. 

THE   TREASURER'S   REPORT 

was  presented  by  Mrs.  Bradley.  The  amount  raised  the  past  year 
121,600.  This  includes  $2,600  from  the  Pacific  Board,  of  which 
$2,000  went  towards  the  Japan  Home,  $400  to  the  Bridgman  school 
in  Peking,  China,  and  $200  to  Mexico.  The  Japan  Home  has  cost 
$6,000,  and  is  now  furnished  and  occupied. 
In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Blatchford,  the 

secretaries'  reports 

were  read  by  Mrs.  Leake.  From  them  we  gather  that  there  are 
three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  auxiliaries,  four  State  branches 
(in  Michigan,  Ohio,  Wisconsin,  and  Missouri),  and  that  we  sup- 
port twenty-seven  missionaries  in  twelve  of  the  missions  of  the 
American  Board.  Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  Miss  Rankin 
has  visited  seventy-seven  places,  forming,  reviving,  or  aiding  aux- 
iliary societies. 

There  has  been  a  revival  at  the  Samokov  boarding-school  in 
European  Turkey,  and  special  religious  interest  in  Guadalajara, 
Mexico. 

Of  our  twenty-seven  missionaries,  six  are  new  recruits  to  our 
working-force.  Miss  Spencer  of  Michigan  has  gone  to  Marash, 
Turkey;  Miss  Collins  of  Iowa,  and  Miss  Whipple  of  Wisconsin,  to 
Fort  Sully,  Dakota;  Mrs.  Curtis  of  Wisconsin,  to  Sisseton  Agency, 
Dakota;  while  Miss  Marsh  of  Wisconsin,  and  Miss  Starkweather 
of  Illinois,  are  about  to  join  the  Japan  mission. 

The  list  of  our  missionaries  was  diminished  in  September,  by  the 
death  of  our  dear  Miss  Bishop,  who  for  a  year  and  a  half  had 
labored  f aithfully  and  successfully  among  the  Dakota  Indians. 
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The  greetings  of  Baptist,  Methodist,  and  Presbyterian  sisters, 
were  off ered  verbally ;  and  cordial  letters  were  read  from  secretaries 
of  the  Boston  and  Pacific  Boards,  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Haven 
Branches,  and  the  Union  Missionary  Society. 

The  devotional  meeting  Wednesday  noon  was  led  by  Mrs.  Dr. 
Eddy  of  Detroit,  who  alluded  to  the  floral  decorations  of  the 
church,  "  as  for  a  bridal,"  and  expressed  the  hope  that  they  would 
be  typical  of  our  closer  union  to  Christ.  The  meeting  was  charac- 
terized by  a  succession  of  brief,  earnest  prayers,  and  a  few  verses 
of  hymns,  sung  spontaneously;  and  few  remarks  were  made. 

The  afternoon  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Monteith 
of  Elyria. 

BENEVOLENT   GIVING. 

Mrs.  Heman  Ely  of  Elyria  introduced  an  informal  discussion 
upon  benevolent  giving,  by  saying,  that  while  one  says  she  prefers 
to  give  all  her  yearly  offering  at  once,  and  another  says  she  enjoys 
giving  at  stated  times,  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  what  are  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible  in  regard  to  the  use  of  system  in  our  benev- 
olence. She  hoped  some  one  would  speak  of  the  importance  of 
training  children  to  give  systematically  and  freely,  and  inquired 
whether  the  large  contributions  reported  as  coming  from  the 
Eastern  States  may  not  be  considered  as  the  result  of  early  train- 
ing in  those  churches.  She  hoped  that  such  a  state  of  things  was 
growing  up  in  Ohio,  and  that  on  this  occasion  there  would  be  a 
full  expression  of  feeling  upon  this  subject. 

Mrs.  A.  Monteith  of  Elyria  said,  that  as  we  employed  system 
in  our  family  arrangements,  so  we  should  in  God's  service.  As  an 
earnest  Christian  would  allow  nothing  to  interfere  with  his  attend- 
ance upon  meetings,  so  nothing  should  interfere  with  his  gifts.  As 
Christ  bore  all  for  us,  we  should  first  set  apart  a  portion  of  our 
substance  for  his  work,  then  meet  our  own  wants.  She  believed 
in  giving  often.  Giving  all  at  once,  we  throw  off  care;  but  we 
lose  the  benefit  of  having  the  subject  constantly  in  mind.  Giving 
a  certain  percentage,  and  giving  often,  increase  love  for  Christ's 
kingdom. 

Mrs.  Streeter  of  Saybrook,  O.,  spoke  of  the  difficulties  to  be 
met  with  in  country  churches  by  those  who  seek  to  bring  about  a 
right  state  of  feeling  upon  this  subject.  One  difficulty  is,  that 
people  do  not  want  to  take  the  trouble.  They  cannot  see  why  a 
dollar  is  not  a  dollar,  however  it  is  given.  The  value  of  the  reflex 
influence  of  giving  frequently  is  not  generally  appreciated ;  nor  is  it 
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realized  that  the  prevalence  of  a  missionary  spirit  in  a  church  is 
accompanied  by  increased  spirituality.  Farmers  object,  too,  to 
weekly  offerings,  on  the  ground  that  their  income  is  not  weekly. 
Their  crops  require  great  outlay  in  the  spring,  the  fruit  of  which 
they  do  not  secure  until  harvest.  It  is  difficult  for  the  officers  of 
benevolent  societies,  living  as  they  must  in  large  towns,  to  under- 
stand the  difficulties  of  country  people. 

Miss  West  of  Turkey  said  that  her  interest  had  been  enlisted 
for  years  in  this  subject.  It  lies  at  the  root  of  all  missionary  work. 
In  her  work  in  foreign  lands,  it  had  been  her  aim  to  train  to  sys- 
tematic giving.  She  referred  tenderly  to  her  mother's  teachings 
as  affecting  her  character,  and  also  to  her  own  experience  as 
illustrating  the  joy  that  comes  from  self-denial  for  the  good  of 
others. 

Miss  Peabody  of  Oxford,  O.,  alluded  to  Miss  Lyon's  teachings 
upon  this  subject,  thirty  years  ago.  We  often  fail  to  do  great 
things,  because  we  will  not  do  little  things.  The  direction  of  the 
prophet  to  the  widow  whose  store  of  provisions  was  almost 
exhausted,  was,  to  go  and  first  make  a  little  cake  for  him,  as  God's 
representative,  and  then  to  supply  the  wants  of  herself  and  her 
child.  This  should  be  our  rule.  In  recent  conversation  with  Mr. 
Durant,  who  has  invested  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
in  the  school  for  girls  at  Wellesley,  she  said  she  supposed  he 
would  soon  have  a  dedication  of  the  building.  "No,"  he  said: 
"we  will  not  dedicate,  but  consecrate.  We  cannot  give  away 
what  was  never  our  own."  She  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Children's  Missionary  Society  in  Lake  Forest,  111.  Some  of  the 
children  had  given  a  cent  every  day  since  they  were  born.  The 
officers  of  the  society  were  chosen  from  among  the  children ;  and 
their  reports  were  prepared  with  the  assistance  of  their  mothers. 
Let  us  all  go  from  this  meeting  determined  to  set  apart  some- 
thing for  God.  Be  sure  you  will  be  blessed,  if  you  make  first  a 
little  cake  for  Jesus. 

Mrs.  Boise  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  thought  there  was  much 
gain  from  giving  in  little  sums.  We  do  not  suffer  from  the  want 
of  the  amount  thus  bestowed;  and  we  know,  from  expenditures  in 
other  directions,  how  great  an  aggregate  may  thus  be  secured. 
Love  and  knowledge  are  both  essential  to  benevolent  giving.  We 
must  try  to  impress  upon  others  that  money  given  to  God  is  a 
good  investment.  It  will  be  doing  good  even  after  our  own  lives 
close. 
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Mrs.  Kassick  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  inquired,  What  is  benevolent 
giving  ?  There  are  many  of  those  connected  with  our  missionary 
societies  who  think,  if  they  give  money  once  a  year,  they  do  all 
that  is  required  of  them.  Their  prayers  and  thoughtful  interest 
are  not  secured.  How  can  we  reach  them?  They  will  not  come 
to  meetings:  they  will  not  read  our  periodicals.  When  some 
method  is  devised  for  extending  to  them  a  knowledge  of  the  mis- 
sionary work,  and  the  needs  of  a  lost  world,  we  shall  have  more 
benevolent  giving.  In  thinking  of  this  subject,  the  question  has 
been  suggested,  "  How  much  should  I  be  willing  to  give  for  the 
people  of  the  moon,  of  whom  I  know  nothing?"  Now,  in  regard 
to  the  heathen  world,  the  great  mass  of  the  church-members  have 
not  much  more  knowledge  than  they  have  of  the  people  of  the 
moon;  and  their  interest  is  proportionately  small. 

Mrs.  Emily  Huntington  Miller  said  she  thought  the  hope  of  a 
church  was  in  training  the  children  to  give.  Experience  in  four 
Sunday  schools  showed,  that,  where  they  contributed  weekly,  the 
amount  of  each  collection  was  about  equal  to  what  had  before  been 
given  monthly. 

Miss  West  gave  instances  of  persons  taught  in  early  life  to  set 
apart  a  certain  percentage  of  their  earnings  for  God's  service,  who 
afterwards  became  eminent  for  their  liberality. 

Mrs.  Hubbell  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  commended  the  envelope 
system.  She  thought,  if  the  envelopes  were  kept  where  the  eye 
would  fall  upon  them  every  day,  the  subject  would  be  suggested, 
and  good  would  result. 

Mrs.  Haskell  said  there  should  be  system  in  regard  to  the  choice 
of  objects  for  benevolence.  It  does  not  seem  wise  to  spend  so  much 
upon  ourselves,  and  especially  in  building  expensive  churches,  in 
proportion  to  what  is  given  for  work  abroad.  To  give  what  is 
beautiful  for  the  Lord's  service  is  right;  but  ought  churches  to  be 
burdened  with  a  heavy  debt  ? 

Mrs.  Mead  of  Oberlin  expressed  sympathy  for  farmers'  wires. 
It  is  often  difficult  for  them  to  get  money  to  give  away;  but  they 
can  pledge  time  for  prayer  every  day:  they  can  pledge  an  hour  a 
month  for  the  meeting;  and  then  the  pledge  of  two  cents  a  week 
will  come  very  soon. 

The  exercises  of  the  afternoon  were  closed  by  an  address  from 
Mrs.  Chandler  of  India,  the  interest  of  which  was  enhanced  by 
her  display  of  Indian  curiosities. 
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EVENING  MEETING. 


A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening,  at  which  Mrs.  Emily 
Huntington  Miller  read  her  missionary  story,  "  The  Parish  of  Fair 
Haven."  This  was  followed  by  an  address  by  Miss  West  of  Tur- 
key, giving  vivid  pictures  of  the  people  of  that  Oriental  land.  The 
audience  was  large,  and  listened  with  marked  interest. 

THURSDAY  MORNING. 

After  devotional  exercises,  the  Reports  of  State  Secretaries  and 
Branches  were  in  order;  Miss  Metcalf  of  Ohio  presenting  hers  in 
person,  others  being  in  the  form  of  letters.  A  letter  was  then  read 
from  Dr.  Clark  of  Boston  to  the  effect,  that,  although  the  Ameri- 
can Board  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  reduction  of  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year,  they  hoped, 
through  the  assistance  of  the  Woman's  Boards,  to  be  able  to  carry 
on  the  woman's  work  without  reduction.  In  order  to  do  this,  he 
asked  our  Board  to  furnish  several  thousand  dollars  more  than  was 
raised  during  the  year  just  past.  He  recommended  the  formation 
of  State  branches  in  order  to  secure  unity  of  plan  and  operation. 
This  letter  introduced  the  general  subject  of  — 

STATE   ORGANIZATIONS 

and  then-  plans  of  work.  Mrs.  Kassick  strongly  advocated  the 
organization  of  branches  in  all  the  States  represented  by  the  Board. 
Miss  Metcalf  was  in  favor  of  dividing  thickly  settled  States. 
More  work  is  needed  in  the  way  of  personal  effort  among  the 
churches  than  one  secretary  could  do  in  so  large  a  district  as  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Chandler  referred  to  the  New  Haven  Branch  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  whose  territory  includes  but  four 
counties;  yet  so  thoroughly  have  the  churches  been  enlisted,  that 
twelve  thousand  dollars  were  raised  within  those  narrow  limits  in 
one  year. 

Mrs.  Fraser  of  East  Toledo  said  she  came  from  a  dark  corner 
of  the  earth,  where  but  little  knowledge  on  missionary  subjects 
had  penetrated.  The  need,  in  this  respect,  in  North-western  Ohio 
is  so  great,  she  could  not  keep  still.  She  hoped  that  thorough 
State  organization  would  bring  the  work  nearer.  Leaflets  and 
other  printed  matter  did  great  good;  but  some  one  was  needed  to 
go  about  among  the  churches  to  talk  over  the  subject,  and  press 
its  claims,  to  show  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  do  something  foi 
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others.  Within  the  conference  with  which  she  is  connected,  the 
churches  were  poor  (only  one  self-sustaining,  and  three  had  no 
place  for  holding  meetings) ;  but  she  believed  ten  dollars  raised  by 
them  for  the  cause  of  missions  would  help  them  more  than  it 
would  the  heathen.  She  felt  sure  that  the  union  of  two  or  three 
conferences  to  form  a  branch  was  the  only  way  to  work  up  that 
part  of  the  State. 

Mrs.  Streeter  of  Saybrook  said,  that,  in  the  statement  of  the 
last  two  speakers,  two  extremes  had  met:  one  spoke  of  a  region 
long  and  well  cultivated;  the  other,  of  a  district  where  Congrega- 
tional churches  are  few  and  weak.  Congregationalism  was  late 
in  coming  into  Ohio ;  and  the  number  and  strength  of  the  churches 
are  still  small,  as  compared  with  those  of  other  denominations. 
But  the  great  practical  question  seems  still  to  be,  Where  is  the 
money  to  come  from  to  carry  on  this  personal  work  ?  Most  of  those 
appointed  in  the  different  conferences  to  look  after  these  interests 
in  the  churches  near  them  are  the  wives  of  home-missionaries,  who 
are  only  able,  by  the  most  rigid  economy,  to  meet  the  wants  of 
their  families.  "  If  we're  expected  to  look  to  our  own  purses  for 
money  to  meet  these  expenses,  I  can  tell  you  the  money  isn't  there." 
The  Methodists,  through  their  plan  of  church  government,  can 
speak  with  authority  to  the  churches,  apportioning  to  each  its  share 
of  such  expenses,  and  thus  provide  a  contingent  fund  for  carrying 
on  the  home  department  of  the  work.  Can  any  similar  method  be 
devised  for  use  among  our  churches  ?  ' '  My  letters  are  not  like 
Paul's;  for  they  seem  to  have  no  power  at  all.  When  I  meet  the 
sisters  at  the  conference,  and  we  talk  over  the  subject,  some  are 
led  to  think  of  it;  and  more  of  this  direct  personal  influence  is 
what  is  needed." 

Mrs.  Eddy  of  Detroit  said,  "'Giving  will  not  impoverish, 
neither  will  withholding  enrich,'  is  a  rule  of  Christ's  kingdom. 
Christ  said,  '  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me; ' 
and  he  will  draw  all  treasures  unto  him  also."  She  thought  a 
fund  might  be  raised  in  each  State,  as  many  are  ready  to  con- 
tribute to  home  expenses,  who  will  not  give  for  the  foreign  work. 

Mrs.  Mead  recommended  that  this  subject  of  home  expenses  be 
referred  to  the  State  meetings. 

Mrs.  S.  C.  Bartlett  moved,  that  we  recommend  the  formation 
of  one  or  more  branches  in  each  State;  and  that  the  whole  subject 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  who  shall  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Meeting. 
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This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  following  committee  appointed 
by  the  chair:  Mrs.  S.  C.  Bartlett  of  Chicago;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Arnold  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Magoun  of  Grinnell,  Io. 

The  report  of  the 

COMMITTEE    ON 

appointed  at  St.  Louis,  was  called  for.  That  committee  was  only- 
represented  by  letters  from  Mrs.  Baker  of  Michigan,  and  Mrs. 
Magoun  of  Iowa,  recognizing  and  approving  recent  modifications 
in  the  magazine,  by  which  the  amount  of  home  and  missionary 
intelligence  will  be  enlarged,  and,  in  view  of  them,  advising  its 
greater  circulation  by  obtaining  new  subscribers. 

Mrs.  Baker  writes,  "  Short,  pithy  articles  from  actual  home 
laborers  would  add  to  the  interest  and  value  of  the  magazine. 

Mrs.  Magoun  writes,  same  date,  "If  the  short,  pithy  articles 
about  the  home-work  would  only  be  written,  room  would  be  found 
for  them." 

Mrs.  Hawkes  of  Marietta,  O.,  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion: Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  recent  improvements  in  "  Life 
and  Light,"  we  regard  the  magazine  as  a  still  more  valuable  help 
in  missionary  work,  and  recommend  that  its  circulation  be  largely 
increased.     This  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  string  of  beads,  — literally  a  rosary,  —  presented  by  an  Illinois 
lady  of  more  than  threescore  years  and  ten,  and  made  of  rose- 
leaves  gathered  by  herself,  was  exhibited  by  the  treasurer,  and 
offered  for  sale.  The  letter  written  by  the  giver  was  read  ;  and, 
after  adjournment,  the  chain  was  sold,  bead  by  bead,  realizing 
nearly  fifty  dollars. 

The  noon  prayer-meeting  was  conducted  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Bart- 
lett, and,  as  yesterday,  was  purely  devotional. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON. 

After  prayer  by  Mrs.  Dascomb  of  Oberlin,  and  report  of  com- 
mittees, the  discussion  was  opened  upon  modes  of  interesting  the 
children,  by  Mrs.  Parsons  of  Columbus.  Various  expedients  were 
cited  by  different  persons  for  interesting  boys' as  well  as  girls.  The 
following  extract  from  a  letter  from  Manhattan,  Kan.,  was  read:  — 

"  Our  children's  work  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  Sunday  school, 
and  seemed  a  natural  and  easy  thing  to  do.  They  devote  garden- 
patches  or  certain  fruit-trees,  or  a  hen  with  her  chickens,  or  any 
thing  else  they  choose,  to  the  missionary  cause.     If  the  '  hoppers  ' 
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take  every  thing,  they  contrive  to  earn  it  some  other  way.  Last 
year  we  expected  almost  a  failure;  but,  at  the  Sunday-school  mis- 
sionary concert  in  the  fall,  they  reported  $22.75;  and,  where  it 
came  from,  we  could  not  tell.  Very  little  is  said  to  the  children 
in  public.  They  are  reminded  in  the  spring  that  it  is  time  to  begin 
their  gardens ;  and  an  occasional  word  or  two  through  the  season 
keeps  the  interest  up,  and  perhaps  the  parents  do  something 
toward  that.  In  the  fall,  the  amount,  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  raised,  is  reported  by  classes." 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Clark's  Letter  was  pre- 
sented by  Miss  Evans  of  Painesville  as  follows :  — 

u  Your  Committee  feel  that  the  interesting  and  important  letter 
of  Secretary  Clark  demands  more  time  than  they  have  been  able  to 
give  to  it. 

4 '  While  they  exceedingly  regret  the  necessity  of  the  reduction 
which  the  prudential  committee  of  the  American  Board  feel 
obliged  to  make  in  their  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  coming  year, 
they  rejoice  that  this  reduction  does  not  extend  to  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Boards.  We  rejoice  that  the  work  has  been  brought 
to  us,  and  laid  upon  our  consciences.  We  alone  can  meet  the 
demand.  We  are  to  go  forward  in  this  work  of  enlightening  our 
benighted  sisters,  and  rescuing  them  from  the  degradation  of  their 
lives.     The  pertinent  question  is,  How  are  we  to  do  it? 

1 '  Believing  that  our  success  will  depend  upon  faith  and  prayer, 
we  urge  a  renewed  consecration  of  ourselves  to  the  work  of  Christ; 
meaning,  by  consecration,  the  actual  practice  of  self-denial  in  our 
personal  expenditures,  and  of  self-sacrifice  in  our  efforts  to  increase 
the  interest  of  others  in  the  foreign  missionary  work. 

"  We  recommend  that  each  auxiliary  society  shall  pledge  itself 
to  an  increased  percentage  in  its  contributions  for  the  coming 
year;  and  that  more  vigorous  efforts  be  made  to  secure  the  forma- 
tion of  auxiliary  and  juvenile  societies  in  every  Congregational 
church  in  the  interior;  and  that  these  old  and  new  societies  shall 
be  so  pledged  as  to  bring  the  contributions  of  this  Board,  for  the 
coming  year,  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

"  We  believe  that  this  can  be  done  without  diminishing  interest 
or  contributions  in  other  directions,  remembering,  that  at  present 
only  two  and  a  half  per  cent  of  the  benevolent  contributions  goes 
into  the  foreign  work. 

.  "  We  also  recommend  that  we  secure  a  closer  relation  between 
our  missionaries  in  the  field  and  their  Christian  sisters  at  home; 
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and  that  we  cultivate  a  more  vital  interest  in  the  work  by  actual 
acquaintance  with  our  returned  missionaries,  who  have  long  borne 
the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  to  whom  retrenchment  means 
privation  that  ice  cannot  understand." 

An  earnest  discussion  followed  the  recommendation  that  we 
raise  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  the  coming  year.  That  our 
efforts  should  be  more  vigorous,  and  the  number  of  our  helpers 
more  largely  increased,  was  the  feeling  expressed  by  many.  It 
was  finally  agreed  upon,  that  we  should  aim  at  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  The  President  spoke  briefly  of  the  responsibility  implied 
in  such  a  pledge;  and,  after  prayer  by  Miss  West,  the  Report  was 
accepted,  and  the  recommendation  to  raise  thirty  thousand  dollars 
was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  meeting  consisted  of  brief 

MISSIONARY  ADDRESSES 

from  Mrs.  Haskell  and  Miss  West  of  Turkey,  Miss  Andrews  of 
Tungcho,  North  China,  and  Miss  Starkweather  of  Illinois,  who 
expects  soon  to  accompany  Miss  Marsh  to  Japan. 

After  a  few  earnest  exhortations,  the  President  closed  the  meet- 
ing with  prayer,  and  the  Board  adjourned,  to  hold  its  Eighth 
Annual  Meeting  in  Chicago  next  November. 
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FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  Oct.  15,  to  Nov.  15,  1875. 


MISSIONS 


MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Alcron.—  Aux.,  for  the  salary  of 
Mrs.  "Watkins,  S.  W.  Aslmrun, 
Treas.,  $25  00 

Charlestons.  —  Aux.,Mrs.  Thom- 
as Hatfield,  Ti\,  7  00 

Cincinnati.  —Vine  St.  Ch.,  Aux., 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Talnier,  Treas.,  25  00 

Ed  inburg.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  B.  E. 
Bingham,  Treas.,  17  00 

Ellsworth.  —  A  friend,  1  00 

Geneva.  —  Aux.,  for  the  support 
of  a  pupil  in  Samokov,  Miss  M. 
M.  Kingsbury,  Treas.,  20  00 

Madison. — Aux.,  Mrs.  William 


Hendry, 

Painesv'ille.  —  Aux.,  for  the  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Parsons,  Mrs. 
Beardsloc,  Treas., 

Sandusky.  —  Aux.,  for  the  Ja- 
)an     ilome,    Minnie     Stone, 


par 
Tre 


15  00 


00 


25  00 


Bavenna. —  Airx.,    Mrs.    E.    B. 

Waite,  $10  67 

Wayne. —  Aux.,  for  the  support 

of  a  pupil  in  Erzroom, 


Mrs. 


Beed,  Treas. 


Total, 


20  00 

$233  67 


MICHIGAN. 


Ann  Arbor.  —  Aux.,  which,  with 
previous  contributions,  consti- 
tutes Mrs.  Corydon  L.  Ford  and 
Mrs.  Lester  Latimer  L.M.'s,        $44  15 
Alpena. — Aux.,   for    salary    of 

Miss  Tinkerton,  25  00 

Grass  Lake,  16  02 

Ilersey.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  C.  L.  Wood,   10  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  W.  H, 

McCourtie,  Treas., 


Total, 


25  00 

$120  17 
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Blue  Island.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Wood, 
Treas., 

Chicago.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux., 

Chicago.  —  New  England  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Chapin, 

Gat esburg.—  Aux.,  of  1st  Cb.., 
Mrs.  J.  McKnight,  Treas., 

Geneseo.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Nourse,  Treas., 

Glencoe.  —  Aux.,  .$22.50;  S.  S., 
$19.22  for  tbe  Dakota  Mission, 

Granville.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  K. 
Warren,  Treas., 

Eoanston. — "  Little  Towel-Hem- 
mers,"  for  tbe  support  of  a  pu- 
pil in  Miss  Porter's  scbool  at 
Peking,  of  which  $1.00  was  re- 
ceived for  tbe  sale  of  one  para 
sent  by  Addie  Parmelee  of  Erz- 
room/Turkey, 

Ketoance.  —  Aux. ,  for  the  support 
of  Kalutka  of  Samokov,  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Kully,  Treas., 

Millington.  —  Mrs.  Delia  W. 
Jackson,  tbe  proceeds  of  sale 
of  a  rose-leaf  necklace  made 
by  her, 

Princeton.  —  Aux.,  for  the  school 
in  Kobe,  of  which  $20  is  from 
Mrs.  Cyrus  Colton,  for  a  native 
teacher  there, 

Quincy. —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Evans,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 
Lucy  M.  Kingman  and  Mrs. 
Charlotte  M.  Spooner  L.M.'s, 
Mrs.  E.  Littlefield,  Treas., 

Roclford.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  which  $20  is  for  a  pupil  in 
Miss  Porter  's  school,  the  re- 
mainder for  the  salary  of  Miss 
Diament, 

Waverly.—  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Evans,  Fanny  A.  Thayer, 
Treas., 


$5  38 
80  45 

87  54 

14  00 

25  00 

41  72 

11  00 


3  78 
13  00 

50  00 

34  70 

60  00 

91  90 
9  25 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


$527  72 


Avoca.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Curtiss, 
Treas.,  $1  85 

Beloit.—  Aux.,  of  which  $25  is 
fr.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Fowler  to  const. 
Frances  C.  Fowler  a  L.  M., 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Chapin,  Treas.,  30  00 

Eoshl;onong.  —Aux.,  Miss  Hattie 
Ban-on,  Treas.,  12  00 

Racine.  — Aux.,  for  the  Manissa 
school,  Mrs.  F.A.  Miller,  Treas.,    33  39 

West  Salem.  —  Aux.,  M.  L. 
Clarke,  Treas.,  25  00 

Whitewater.—  Aux.,  $16.25  for 
the  debt  of  the  A.B.C.F.M.; 
$13.75  for  the  salary  of  Miss 
Taylor,  of  which  $1  is  from 
"  Cheerful  Workers,"  Mrs.  R. 
Coburn,  Treas.,  50  00 

—  "  A  friend/'  by  Mrs.  J.  Porter, 
for  a  pupd  in  Miss  Porter's 
school,  40  00 


—  "A   friend,' 
penses, 


for    home    ex- 


Total, 


Davenport,  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  George 

Wing,  Treas.,  $27  00 

Des  Moines.  —  Aux.  of  Plymouth 

Ch.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Hillis, 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Atkins,  Treas.,  25  00 

Fairfield.  —  Aux. ,  of  which  $5  is 

for  a  thank-offering,  Mrs.  S. 

Reed,  Treas.,  16  00 

Gamer.  —  From  friends  of  the 

cause,  5  00 

Iowa  City.  —  Aux.,  Florence  E. 

Clark,  Treas.,  30  00 

Lansing.  —  Aux.,   Mrs.    A.    H. 

Houghton,  Treas.,  34  50 

Mason  City.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  H. 

Sweet,  Treas.,  8  00 

Ogden.  —  "  P>  isy  Bees,"  for  the 

Japan  Home,  15  00 

Sibley.  —  Aux.,    $6.60;    "Sibley 

Helpers,"    $3.40;     a    summer 

visitor,  $5,  15  00 


Total,       $175  50 

MINNESOTA. 

Zum  brota. — ' '  Prairie-Gleaners," 
Mary  L.  S.  Barteau,  Treas., 


Total, 


30  00 
$30  00 


MISSOURI. 

Breclcenridge. —  Aux.,  $6  00 

Kidder. — Aux.,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Tem- 
ple, 5  00 

St.  Louis.  —  Pilgrim  Cong.  Ch., 
Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Webb,  20  00 

St.  Louis  — 1st  Cong.  Ch. 
' '  Ready  Hands, ' '  for  the  school 
in  Ahmednuggur,  India,  63  25 


Total, 

DAKOTA  TER. 

■Aux.,  $48.50;  "W 


$94  25 


Yankton. 

ing  Hearts,"  $10,  of  which  $25 
is  to  const.  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Dudley  a  L.  M.,  Sarah  F. 
Ward,  Sec,  $58  50 

Total,  $58  50 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs. — Aux.,  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Ensign, "Treas., 

Total, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  pamphlets,  $6  41 

Sale  of  feather  pictures  given  by 
Miss  Allen  of  Mexico,  2  75 


Total, 
Total, 


$9  16 
$1,450  41 
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CHINA. 


MALI'S  VICTORY. 


In  the  winter  of  '73,  a  Chinese  woman,  Chang  Ma,  was  em- 
ployed in  the  family  of  Mr.  Chapin  at  Tungcho,  North  China. 
This  woman  had  a  daughter,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  betrothed  in  early  childhood,  but  who,  because  of  their 
poverty,  had  been  put  out  to  service  till  she  should  be  asked  in 
marriage.  In  the  following  spring,  this  little  girl,  hearing  that  her 
mother  had  a  good  home,  with  plenty  to  eat,  and  being  herself 
half  starved,  ran  away,  and  came  to  her  mother.  But,  because  Mr. 
Chapin  had  a  boys'  school  in  the  yard,  it  was  not,  according  to 
Chinese  ideas,  at  all  proper  for  a  betrothed  girl  to  be  there;  and 
her  mother  compelled  her  to  return.  Not  long  after,  however,  she 
came  again,  crying  bitterly,  this  time  really  sick;  and  Mrs.  Chapin 
says,  "  Her  crushed,  starved  look  was  more  than  my  mother-heart 
could  bear,  and  I  bade  her  stay. ' '  When  she  entered  this  Christian 
family,  and  saw  other  women  and  girls  learning  to  read,  she  con- 
ceived a  strong  desire  to  learn  for  herself,  and,  before  the  mission- 
aries thought  her  able,  had  persuaded  her  brother,  who  was  in  Mr. 
Chapin's  school,  to  help  her.  As  soon  as  she  was  well  enough,  she 
was  regularly  taught;  and  Mrs.  Chapin  says,  "  We  have  never  seen 
one  learn  to  read  so  quickly;  and  from  the  first  the  truth  seemed 
3  33 
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to  take  a  deep  hold  of  her."  So  soon  as  she  heard  the  story  of 
heavenly  love,  she  took  it  into  her  heart,  and  began  to  love  and 
pray  to  Jesus.  She  knew  it  would  not  be  proper  for  her  to  remain 
after  she  was  fully  recovered;  and  yet  she  said,  "  I  am  praying  to 
Jesus  that  he  will  let  me  stay  here;  for  I  do  not  want  to  go  away 
where  I  cannot  hear  of  him,  nor  learn  to  read."  She  was  to  have 
been  married  about  this  time;  but  the  floods  of  the  summer  had 
made  her  husband  too  poor  to  send  for  her.  Soon  after  this,  Miss 
Porter,  who,  with  Miss  Jennie  Chapin,  has  charge  of  the  Bridgman 
School  in  Peking,  told  her  mother,  if  she  would  clothe  her,  she 
would  feed  and  teach  her  as  long  as  she  chose  to  remain  in  school; 
and  there  never  was  a  happier  child  than  she  was,  when  told  that 
God  had  answered  her  childish  prayer  by  giving  her  something 
better  than  she  had  asked.  She  remained  with  Miss  Porter  until 
the  following  summer  vacation,  showing  by  her  life  that  she  was 
indeed  one  of  Jesus'  lambs.  During  this  vacation,  she  went  to 
Tungcho  for  a  visit,  and,  while  there,  joined  the  little  Christian 
church,  receiving,  at  her  own  request,  the  baptismal  name  of 
"  Mali,"  Chinese  for  Mary.  A  few  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the 
fall  term,  the  dreaded  summons  came  from  the  man  to  whom  she 
fully  belonged  by  virtue  of  the  marriage-contract,  and  whom  she 
had  never  seen,  that  the  marriage  must  be  consummated.  The 
remainder  of  this  story  is  gleaned  mainly  from  a  letter  from  Mrs. 
Chapin  recently  received,  and  from  letters  written  at  the  time  to 
Miss  Andrews  from  Mali  herself,  and  some  of  her  teachers  and 
friends  who  are  especially  interested  in  her. 

Chang  Ma  went  out  to  Mali's  future  home  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  marriage,  and  found  the  husband  was  in  Peking, 
selling  fruit,  because  he  could  not  live  by  farming.  His  mother  was 
also  in  Peking,  as  nurse  in  a  family.  His  father  was  supposed  to 
be  dead,  because  he  had  been  gone  from  home  so  long;  and  there 
was  at  home  only  the  grandmother  of  the  husband,  and  a  young 
brother  and  sister.  It  came  out  that  a  very  wicked  man  was  the 
cause  of  the  haste,  Chang  by  name,  the  head  man  of  a  village. 
He  is  a  relative  of  Mali's  mother;  and  years  ago,  when  she  was 
very  poor,  he  said,  "  You  let  me  betroth  your  daughter,  and,  when 
the  wedding  comes,  I'll  furnish  the  money."  The  poor  woman 
consented,  thus  putting  herself  in  his  power.  He  had  heard  that 
Mali  had  become  a  Christian,  and  went  to  the  family,  and  told  them 
terrible  stories  about  the  missionaries,  and  compelled  them  to  ask 
for  her  at  once.    Miss  Chapin  refers  to  this  first  journey  of  Mali's 
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mother,  in  a  letter  to  Miss  Andrews,  as  follows:  "  Chang  Ma  was  at 
the  village  a  while  ago,  and  saw  the  family  of  Mali's  betrothed, 
bnt  had  not  courage  to  tell  them  she  had  become  a  Christian.  But 
Mali  says  they  must  be  told;  also  she  must  send  word  to  them  that 
she  cannot  worship  heaven  and  earth,  or  take  part  in  any  heathen 
ceremonies.  The  Christian  spirit  and  decision  of  character  which 
she  manifests  are  very  delightful  to  behold.  Though  she  shrinks 
very  much  from  going  into  such  a  trying  place,  she  seems  fully 
persuaded  to  stand  firm  for  the  right.  Her  great  thought  and 
anxiety,  as  her  marriage  draws  near,  seems  to  be,  that  she  may 
maintain  a  true  Christian  life  in  her  new  home.  Though  it  seems 
very  hard  to  see  her  go  out  as  a  lamb  into  the  midst  of  wolves,  we 
feel  more  at  rest  about  her  than  almost  any  of  the  girls  who  have 
left  the  school,  because  we  feel  such  an  assurance  that  she  is  indeed 
one  of  the  Lord's  little  ones."  Because  of  Mali's  decision  that 
the  family  must  know  of  her  being  a  Christian,  her  mother  and  the 
Bible-reader,  Tsui  Ma,  went  again  to  the  village,  to  tell  the  family 
all,  and  try  to  get  their  promise  of  kind  treatment  of  her.  Mali 
speaks  of  this  visit  in  the  following  letter  to  Miss  Andrews:  "I 
did  greatly  long  to  remain  in  Peking,  and  read;  but  in  this,  you 
know,  I  could  not  have  my  own  way,  when  the  summons  came  to 
be  married.  I  know  the  goodness  of  God  in  this  last  year,  in  giv- 
ing me  so  much  light,  and  calling  me  to  enter  the  church,  is  not 
my  own  merit.  I  have  had  great  sorrow  over  the  prospect  of  hav- 
ing to  do  at  my  wedding  things  which  God  forbids.  Tsui  Ma  and 
my  mother  have  been  out  to  see  the  family,  and  gotten  from  them 
a  promise  that  I  need  not  burn  incense ;  but  the  worship  of  heaven 
and  earth  at  the  wedding  cannot  be  given  up.  But,  to  my  great 
joy,  I  find  that  the  custom  in  that  place  is  for  the  bride  to  only 
stand  by  her  husband  while  he  kneels.  I  had  made  up  my  mind, 
that,  if  I  did  kneel,  it  would  be  because  they  put  me  on  my  knees. 
I  beg  you  to  pray  much  for  me,  that  I  may  have  strength  to  walk 
aright.  I  pray  for  myself,  that,  come  what  may,  I  may  not  leave 
Jesus.  This  is  my  one  desire."  Mrs.  Chapin  says,  "  The  few 
weeks  before  her  marriage  were  spent  with  us,  and  were  very  pre- 
cious ones.  We  could  see  her  grow  in  faith  and  courage.  She 
was  very  sad  at  leaving  us,  but  went,  declaring,  that  if  she  did  any 
thing  wrong,  it  would  be  because  forced;  and  she  thought  they 
would  give  it  up,  and  call  her  stupid.  Her  mother  came  back  from 
the  wedding  to  say  they  did  not  force  her  to  do  any  thing:  just  let 
her  alone.     She  was  much  pleased  with  her  daughter's  young  hus- 
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band.  Though  very  bashful,  he  had,  contrary  to  custom,  gone 
right  to  talking  with  Mali,  and  had,  to  all  appearance,  fallen  in 
love.  He  left  for  his  work  in  Peking,  telling  his  grandmother  to 
be  good  to  his  wife,  though  he  knew  she  had  a  right  to  beat  her  to 
death  if  she  liked. 

"  At  three  set  times  after  the  marriage,  the  mother  has  a  right  to 
ask  for  a  visit  from  the  girl.  After  that  she  cannot  come,  unless 
the  mother-in-law  pleases.  The  first  time  came  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  Mali's  father  went  for  her.  Before  he  reached  the  house,  he 
heard  that  the  man  Chang  had  sworn  to  arrest  any  one  who  should 
come  for  Mali.  The  poor  foolish  old  man  came  crying  to  me;  but 
I  could  only  pray.  So  a  few  days  wore  on,  when  one  day,  as  we 
sat  at  dinner,  in  walked  Mali,  her  face  covered  with  smiles  and 
tears.  Our  wonder  was  great  when  told  that  Chang  had  brought 
her,  and  that  he  was  in  the  yard.  Now,  do  not  laugh  when  I  tell 
you  how  the  mother  and  I  laid  ourselves  out  to  break  down  that 
dreadful  man's  prejudices.  First  the  mother  made  him  a  good 
dinner;  then  I  sent  out  some  pictures,  then  gradually  got  him  into 
the  house,  and  showed  him  some  of  the  wonders,  — foreign  library, 
cooking-stove,  and  various  other  things.  He  was  quite  a  gentle- 
man in  appearance,  and  we  treated  him  as  such.  He  was  com- 
pletely disarmed,  and  went  away,  consenting  to  Mali's  spending 
the  sabbath." 

Mali  wrote  to  Miss  Andrews  at  this  time,  respecting  God's  lead- 
ing since  her  marriage,  as  follows:  "  My  books  do  not  have  to  be 
hid  in  my  new  home,  as  some  feared;  but  the  neighbors,  as  well  as 
the  old  grandmother,  love  to  hear.  One  man  seems  much  inter- 
ested in  the  catechism.  A  young  brother  of  my  husband,  twelve 
years  old,  is  inclined  to  hear  and  learn.  I  teach  him,  and  have 
great  hope  it  will  reach  his  heart.  That  relative  who  said  I  should 
never  come  to  this  bad  place  has  changed  so!  I  have  been  in  his 
home  ten  days.  I  read  to  him,  and  he  has  read.  He  brought  me 
here  yesterday,  and  says  I  may  stay  a  week.  He  tells  me  he  no 
longer  believes  the  bad  stories  he  has  heard,  that  he  means  to  come 
here  again,  and  that  I  shall  read  all  I  wish  in  my  new  home.  I 
can  but  feel  that  this  change  is  in  answer  to  prayer,  and  that  God 
is  going  to  make  him  believe.  Rejoice  with  me,  that,  instead  of 
being  persecuted,  my  husband,  while  he  was  at  home,  rejoiced  in 
my  reading,  read  with  me,  and  I  have  had  the  joy  of  reading  and 
teaching  in  six  families  of  relatives  and  neighbors.     Pray  for  me." 

From  Mrs.  Chapin's  letter  we  quote  a  reference  to  Mali's  sec- 
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ond  visit.  '  *  Some  time  after  the  Chinese  New  Year,  her  mother 
went  for  her,  and  brought  her  home  again;  and  our  hearts  were 
filled  with  joy  to  see  how  our  young  sister  had  grown  in  Christian 
strength.  Truly  God  had  helped  her.  We  had  dreaded  the  New 
Year.  Then  she,  as  the  only  daughter-in-law,  ought  to  burn  the 
incense  before  the  new  household  god.  She  knew  it,  and  dreaded 
it.  But  the  old  lady  told  all  the  family  who  had  come  home  that 
they  must  say  nothing  to  her  about  it.  The  old  lady  did  it  herself. 
Just  before  the  New  Year,  the  long-lost  father  returned,  with  some 
money,  and  went  at  once  for  his  wife  and  son.  He  seemed  to  like 
his  new  daughter-in-law  from  the  first.  When  she  had  been  read- 
ing the  New  Testament,  he  would  never  let  her  put  it  down  care- 
lessly: it  was  sacred  to  him.  The  young  husband  lately  made  us 
quite  a  long  visit,  coming  in  to  prayers,  visiting  the  school,  and 
saying,  *  It  is  all  good.'  " 

The  third  visit  of  Mali  to  her  mother  was  made  last  spring, 
during  Mr.  Chapin's  illness ;  and  our  last  quotation  is  from  her 
letter  to  Miss  Andrews,  written  then.  * '  I  have  been  here  twenty 
days.  I  have  had  such  a  good  time  reading  each  day  with  Tsui 
Ma.  Have  thus  read  thirteen  chapters  of  John.  I  have  found  a 
good  home.  They  are  all  kind  to  me,  — my  husband,  his  parents, 
the  old  grandmother,  and  also  some  younger  children.  I  know 
God  hears  our  prayers.     Your  loving  Mali."  E.  F.  P. 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  WILLIAMS. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from  a  letter  from  Miss  Wil- 
liams, dated  at  Hadjin,  a  village  one  hundred  miles  north-west  of 
Marash. 

"  We  left  Marash  about  two  weeks  since,  for  the  mountain  vil- 
lages. We  reached  this  place  last  Saturday,  having  had  a  most 
delightful  journey  through  the  hilly  country.  It  was  wild  and  un- 
cultivated, yet  we  did  enjoy  its  grand  mountains  and  pine  forests. 
Accustomed  as  we  are  to  varied  American  scenery,  we  are  often 
gladdened  by  something  akin  to  it  here  in  brazen  Turkey.  I  will 
not  take  the  time  to  write  about  the  journey,  as  I  wish  to  inform 
you  about  our  work  here. 

"  Three  years  ago  the  church  was  formed,  and  a  pastor  ordained. 
From  the  first  opening  of  the  work  here,  it  has  been  like  a  long- 
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continued  revival  of  marked  interest.  During  the  past  year,  there 
has  been  a  special  awakening  among  the  scholars  in  both  the  boys' 
and  girls'  schools.  So  much  have  their  minds  been  occupied  with 
spiritual  things,  that  some  sessions  of  the  school  have  been  given 
up  to  prayer-meetings.  As  precious  fruits,  we  find  many  who 
were  thoughtless,  careless  children,  wide  awake  now  in  work  for 
Jesus,  happy  themselves  in  his  love  and  acceptance,  and  making 
others  so  by  their  unselfish,  loving  conduct.  At  the  formation  of 
the  church,  we  sent  Hatoon,  a  widow  who  had  just  graduated  from 
our  school,  to  work  among  the  women;  and  she  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. From  the  beginning,  the  women  have  been  willing  to 
listen  to  her;  and  she  spends  her  time  going  from  house  to  house, 
giving  lessons,  reading  to  those  who  will  not  read  for  themselves, 
and  making  herself  of  use  to  them  in  every  possible  way.  Last 
winter  she  had  more  scholars  than  she  could  attend  to  in  one  day, 
and  took  two  days  for  her  round  of  visits.  It  would  be  difficult 
for  you  to  imagine  how  low  down  in  the  scale  of  morals  these 
women  are  till  they  begin  to  be  governed  by  Christian  principle; 
then  they  are  all  the  brighter  lights  for  the  darkness  around  them. 

' '  On  Sunday  morning  I  preferred  to  see  the  four  sabbath-school 
teachers  in  their  classes :  so  I  did  not  have  a  special  meeting  with 
them,  as  I  often  do,  but  gave  a  little  time  to  each  class.  They 
need  more  teachers,  as  they  work  at  a  disadvantage  in  having  six- 
teen or  more  scholars  in  a  class ;  but  they  are  all  infants  in  Bible 
learning  as  yet,  and  we  cannot  expect  much  from  them  as  teach- 
ers. My  heart  was  very  much  encouraged  to  note  their  progress 
in  spiritual  things  since  my  visit  here  eighteen  months  ago  :  a 
good  many  new  faces  I  saw,  too,  which  were  not  here  then. 

"  One  old  woman  greeted  me  very  heartily  with,  '  I've  been  com- 
ing ever  since  you  were  here  last  time ;  and  I  never  knew  before 
what  happiness  was.'  I  was  indeed  rejoiced;  for  I  had  little  hope 
that  she  would  ever  be  persuaded  to  leave  her  old  life  of  wicked- 
ness. While  here  before,  I  staid  at  her  house.  Her  three  sons 
and  their  wives,  who  have  been  Protestants  for  three  years,  have 
suffered  all  manner  of  persecution  from  her.  The  sons  spent  the 
winter  in  another  town,  away  from  their  families,  their  business 
being  there.  While  they  were  there,  the  old  mother-in-law  kept 
the  two  youngest  wives  from  church :  the  oldest  one  was  so  far 
advanced,  that  she  could  not  control  her  as  she  would.  And  not 
only  upon  them  did  she  vent  her  spite,  but  upon  all  who  passed 
her  door  on  their  way  to  church.     After  long  talks,  and  repeated 
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urgings,  she  consented  to  go  to  church  one  Sunday  while  I  was 
there,  saying,  as  she  did  so,  '  I  only  go  to  please  you,  not  because  I 
am  convinced  at  all.'  She  seemed  too  hardened  to  be  affected  by 
any  thing.  She  had  reached  her  seventieth  year,  and  was  keeping 
every  one  at  a  distance  by  her  persistency  in  her  chosen  evil  ways. 

"  Last  Monday  this  woman  was  among  the  number  that  came 
to  be  examined  for  admission  to  the  church.  Let  me  tell  you  a 
little  of  what  we  heard.  She  said,  ' 1  was  a  very  careless  listener 
at  first,  only  going  because  others  wanted  me  to.  But  one  Sunday, 
about  six  months  ago,  Pastor  Panos  preached  a  sermon  on  Jesus 
weeping  over  the  sins  of  his  people;  and  I  said,  'Could  he  weep 
over  my  sins  ? '  That  night  I  could  not  sleep,  thinking  how 
many  and  terrible  my  sins  were ;  and  I  thought  I  couldn't  make 
Jesus  weep  over  them  any  more :  so  I  begged  of  him  to  forgive  my 
blackened  sins.'  Then  she  told  how  great  her  joy  had  been  since 
she  believed  he  had  accepted  her. 

"  *  What  evidence  have  you,'  asked  one,  '  that  you  will  not  go 
back  to  your  old  life  again  after  a  little  while  ?  ' 

"  *  I  haven't  long  to  stay,  any  way,'  she  answered;  '  and,  if  I 
had  a  hundred  more  years,  Jesus  would  not  let  me  go.' 

"  '  When  I  was  at  your  house,'  I  said,  '  you  used  to  talk  very 
angrily  and  wickedly  to  your  sons.     Do  you  now  ?  ' 

"  '  No,'  she  replied,  '  but  I  can  tell  you  that  I  am  tempted  to 
sometimes;  but,  when  I  feel  the  temptation  coming,  I  just  step 
outside  the  door,  and  then  I  can't  speak  to  them.' 

"  '  Do  you  pray  ?  '  was  asked. 

"  '  Ah!  if  I  do  it's  very  short.  I'm  not  learned  in  these  things; 
but  Jesus  understands  me.  Two  things  I  want  most  of  all, '  she 
added:  'one  is  to  be  able  to  read  the  Bible,  that  I  may  teach 
others  ;  the  other  is  to  know  how  to  make  long,  acceptable  prayers 
with  my  children,  for  I've  lost  so  much  time  now.'  She  was  com- 
forted with  the  thought  that  her  mission  might  be  of  another 
character,  and  yet  be  just  as  acceptable  to  the  Master. 

"  *  Would  you  feel  badly,  if  you  were  not  received  into  the 
church  ?  '  was  asked.  '  Would  it  make  any  difference  in  your 
Christian  life  ? ' 

"  'No,'  she  said.  'Jesus  has  received  me;  and  being  received 
to  the  church,  or  not,  makes  but  little  difference:  only  I  long  to 
be  numbered  among  God's  people  while  on  earth.' 

"  We  could  see  plainly,  from  her  appearance,  that  she  spoke  the 
truth  when  she  said,  '  Oh !  with  this  new  love  I  am  growing  young.' 
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"  We  listened  for  more  than  an  hour,  with  overflowing  hearts 
and  eyes,  and  felt  amply  paid  for  the  journey  here  just  to  listen  to 
this  new  evidence  of  God's  saving  grace.  I  had  a  meeting  with 
the  women  on  Thursday,  which  gave  me  a  good  opportunity  to  see 
them  all  together.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  had  private  talks  with 
them,  as  they  have  come  to  the  pastor's  house,  and  I  have  rejoiced 
in  their  advancement  in  soul-life. 

"  Will  you  especially  pray  for  these  dear  sisters  who  are  trying 
to  live  Christian  lives,  as  well  as  the  many  who  are  not  yet  per- 
suaded to  begin'?" 


INDIA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  SISSON. 

.  .  .  Does  the  treasury  of  the  Woman's  Board  feel  the  long- 
continued  pressure  upon  the  money-market  in  America?  It  should 
not,  I  am  sure.  There  certainly  is  more  money  in  Christ's  church 
than  the  interests  of  his  kingdom  call  for  to-day;  and  the  church 
needs  only  to  get  into  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  for  Christ's  sake, 
to  find  it  so.  It  is  cheerful,  as  we  look  abroad,  to  see  so  many 
learning  this  lesson.  I  notice,  among  the  good  results  flowing  from 
the  great  revival  in  England,  a  new  quickening  of  the  missionary 
spirit.  I  am  told  that  one  medical  mission  in  Scotland  received  so 
many  applications  for  appointment  in  heathen  lands,  that  they 
called  the  attention  of  their  young  men  to  other  fields  of  labor, 
saying  all  openings  were  more  than  filled  in  the  foreign  work.  I 
trust  the  Lord  has  in  store  for  America,  this  fall  and  winter,  some 
such  mighty  movement  as  has  been  experienced  in  Europe.  My 
whole  soul  is  stirred  within  me  with  the  thought  of  what  it  would 
be  for  India  to  have  such  a  time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord.  So  much  seed  has  been  sown,  there  is  so  much  con- 
viction of  the  truth  in  the  minds  of  the  masses  of  the  people,  it 
only  needs  the  breath  of  the  Lord  to  breathe  upon  us  here,  and,  oh, 
what  gladness  and  rejoicing  shall  be  our  portion! 

Work  among  the  heathen  women  has  been  very  encouraging  of 
late.  Since  my  return  from  the  Hills,  there  has  been  a  wonderful 
opening  of  closed  doors.  I  have  been  calling  in  a  new  Bible- 
woman;  and  I  could  find  work  for  two  more.  Another  thing  has 
impressed  me,  —  the  readiness  of  some  of  our  native  women  to 
engage  in  the  work.     Women  in  Eastern  lands,  as  you  know,  are, 
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in  a  strict  and  sad  sense,  "  keepers-at-home  ;  "  and  the  opprobrium 
that  has  accompanied  wandering  np  and  down  the  streets  of  a 
large  city,  going  in  and  out  of  heathen  houses,  has  been  something 
that  our  Christian  women  have  been  unwilling  to  encounter. 
Many  still  are  far  from  feeling  right  on  this  subject;  yet  I  have 
lately  had  the  offer  of  three  Christian  women  for  this  work,  to 
whom  I  have  been  obliged  to  say,  ' '  I  cannot  call  you  now. "  Many 
come  to  me  after  service,  Sunday  afternoon,  for  volunteer  work: 
so  T  see  that  prejudice  is  giving  way  in  this  direction. 

To  use  the  words  of  one  of  my  Bible-women,  "  The  sound  of 
death  is  in  every  street."  Cholera  has  been  the  guest  of  the  city 
for  nearly  a  month ;  but  we  have  to  thank  a  merciful  God  that  its 
ravages  have  not  been  those  of  former  years ;  the  highest  number 
of  deaths  reported  for  any  one  day  being  nineteen,  and  some  days 
not  more  than  four  or  five.  Still  there  hangs  an  awe  over  the  city; 
and  no  one  knows  whose  turn  may  come  next.  A  young  girl 
whom  we  formerly  counted  among  our  pupils  was  seized  with 
cholera  upon  her  wedding-day,  and  died  in  three  hours.  While 
the  house  was  filled  with  guests  from  near  and  far,  and  all  things 
were  waiting  the  morning's  ceremony,  she  lay  dying  in  the  great- 
est agony.  One  cannot  go  two  hundred  yards  in  street  or  lane 
or  thoroughfare,  without  passing  under  the  magical  leaves  which 
swing  in  the  air  from  strings  tied  across  the  street.  The  air  at 
night,  too,  is  bright  with  the  torches  of  gorgeous  processions,  and 
loud  with  the  accompanying  native  music,  which  is  supposed  to 
propitiate  the  angry  ones  who  have  sent  this  scourge  among  us. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  alarms,  I  have  been  cheered  by  the 
Christian  bearing  of  my  Bible-women.  They  have  been  obliged 
to  go  where  they  heard  much,  and  saw  something,  of  the  fearful 
disease ;  and  the  native  mind  is  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  con- 
tagious. Knowing  all  this,  I  had  decided,  in  the  beginning  of  all 
the  trouble,  if  any  one,  or  all  of  them,  should  ask  to  leave  their 
work  during  the  sickly  season,  they  should  have  free  permission. 
I  was  fully  determined  not  to  abandon  any  of  my  own  visitations, 
feeling  that,  if  ever  the  people  needed  the  bread  of  life  broken  for 
them,  it  surely  was  when  they  were  in  the  midst  of  death.  Day 
after  day  my  women  have  brought  home  the  report  of  death,  yet 
with  solemn  cheerfulness  they  say,  — 

"  Now  is  the  time  for  work.  Never  were  they  so  willing  to 
hear  about  the  things  of  eternity  as  now." 

"  Add  one  more  street  to  the  list  of  those  I  visit,"  said  one  of 
them. 
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"  You  already  have  more  than  one  should  do,"  I  answered. 

"  O  Ammal!  But  I  like  much  work;  and  they  are  so  ready  now 
to  listen! " 

She  lingered  long  after  my  decided  "  No,"  gazing  at  me  sorrow- 
fully, almost  reproachfully.  Are  they  insensible  to  the  fears  that 
lay  hold  of  the  people  around  them,  and  fairly  frighten  some  of 
them  into  the  disease?  Oh,  no,  not  that!  The  Bible-teacher's 
weekly  lessons  in  Acts,  of  late,  have  led  us  to  talk  much  of  the 
work  of  the  Spirit.  Not  long  since,  coming  to  the  account  of  Paul 
and  Barnabas,  sent  forth  by  the  Holy  Ghost  into  Seleucia,  I 
asked  whether  any  thing  equivalent  to  that  had  been  known  since 
those  days;  and  one  of  my  older  teachers  very  modestly  but 
sweetly  said,  "  Why,  yes,  Ammal !  I  think  even  we  know  some- 
thing about  it.  When  the  first  fearful  reports  of  the  cholera  came, 
I  trembled;  and,  when  it  came  right  into  my  district,  it  seemed  as 
if  I  could  not  go  to  those  houses,  and  teach.  But  I  went  to  the 
Lord  about  it,  and  asked  to  know  my  duty,  and,  whatever  it  was, 
to  be  made  fearless  to  do  it.  The  Lord  blessed  me,  and  showed 
me  I  was  not  to  leave  my  work ;  and  he  strengthened  me  for  it. 
I  have  had  no  fear  since  then.  I  feel  that  I  am  sent  forth  of  the 
Lord.  My  life  and  death  are  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  do  what  is 
best  for  me.     I  have  only  to  follow  his  will." 

Oh,  blessed  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  who  can  so  strengthen  the 
mind  of  a  poor  woman  of  one  of  the  most  timid  of  the  races  of 
the  earth ! 

ITEMS. 

Aintab.  —  Our  readers  will  be  glad  to  know  that  Miss  Proctor 
and  Miss  Pierce,  on  their  arrival  at  Aintab,  found  themselves  in 
the  midst  of  a  precious  revival,  such  as  has  not  been  known  in  the 
city  for  years.  Sad  news  also  comes  of  the  ravages  of  the  cholera 
there;  two  thousand  out  of  a  population  of  fifty  thousand  having 
died  in  a  few  weeks.  Our  missionaries  have  been  untiring  in  their 
ministrations  to  the  sick  and  dying,  winning  their  way  to  the 
hearts  and  homes  of  the  people  as  never  before.  So,  once  more, 
the  pestilence  that  walketh  at  noonday,  as  well  as  the  famine  in 
Western  Turkey  a  year  ago,  has  become  an  instrument  in  God's 
hands  to  bring  the  nations  to  himself. 

A  Working  Church.  — In  the  church  at  Kobe,  there  are  thirty 
two  members,  —  twenty" men  and  twelve  women.  Of  the  twenty 
men,  thirteen  are  preachers  of  the  Word,  going  out  to  preach  on 
the  sabbaths  and  week-days,  and  sometimes  in  tours  for  several 
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days,  at  their  own  charges.  Of  the  twelve  women,  six  are  wives 
of  church-members,  two  are  quite  old  ladies,  and  the  other  four 
are  female  preachers,  going  out  with  the  lady  missionaries,  and 
talking  to  crowds.  If  there  were  the  same  proportion  of  lay 
preachers  and  thorough  Christian  workers  in  the  churches  in  our  own 
land,  how  long  would  it  be  before  the  world  would  be  converted? 

A  New  Mission.  —  In  missionary  work  it  is  not  usually  the 
mighty  or  noble  who  are  called;  but  occasionally,  as  in  Japan,  the 
truth  finds  ready  hearers  among  the  influential  classes.  Quite  a 
remarkable  instance  of  this  kind  has  recently  occurred  in  Africa. 
It  seems  that  Mr.  Stanley,  the  African  traveller,  in  the  course  of 
his  explorations  near  Victoria  Niyanza,  chanced  upon  a  native 
king  named  Mtesa,  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  for  one  of  his 
class,  and  a  ruler  over  two  millions  of  people.  He  expressed  his 
interest  in  the  manners  and  customs  of  other  nations,  and,  among 
other  things,  asked  about  their  religion;  and  now  we  behold  the 
strange  anomaly,  a  correspondent  of  "The  New- York  Herald" 
preaching  the  Christian  religion  to  a  heathen  king.  Mtesa  had 
previously  beeome  somewhat  imbued  with  Mohammedanism;  and, 
in  order  to  make  sure  of  being  in  the  right,  he  began  to  observe 
both  the  Christian  and  Mohammedan  sabbath. 

He  treated  Mr.  Stanley  with  great  cordiality,  and  asked  him  to 
invite  from  England,  in  the  royal  name,  those  who  would  teach  his 
people  the  Christian  religion,  and  help  him  to  elevate  and  civilize 
his  people.  He  promised  they  should  be  warmly  welcomed,  and 
every  facility  afforded  for  their  labors.  Upon  Mr.  Stanley's  repre- 
sentation of  the  case,  a  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  in  England  was  called  to  consider  the 
invitation.  One  gentleman  subscribed  five  thousand  pounds  for 
the  enterprise,  and  another  gave  three  thousand  pounds  subse- 
quently. It  was  decided  at  once  to  establish  a  mission  in  that 
vicinity,  ' '  in  the  prayerful  hope  that  it  may  prove  a  centre  of 
light  and  blessing  to  the  tribes  in  the  heart  of  Africa." 


The  Constantinople  Home.  —  On  Thanksgiving  day  all  the 
American  families  in  Constantinople  gathered  in  the  new  Home 
building  for  a  Thanksgiving  dinner,  sixty-five  in  all,  including  our 
minister  and  his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maynard  sat  down  to  enjoy 
the  good  cheer  of  our  time-honored  New  England  festival.  It  is 
expected  that  the  new  building  will  be  occupied  by  the  pupils  at 
the  beginning  of  the  winter  term,  the  middle  of  January. 
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FINANCIAL  OBLIGATIONS  TO  OUR   FOREIGN  WORK. 

BY  MRS.    S.    B.   PRATT. 

The  question  is  often  asked  of  societies,  which,  like  our  own, 
have  for  their  aim  the  conversion  of  men,  "  Why  make  so  large 
appropriations,  and  run  the  risk  of  debt,  before  you  know  how 
the  churches  will  respond  to  your  appeal  ?  ' ' 

It  is  a  question  often  recurring  to  our  brethren  of  the  American 
Board,  and  one  that  may  some  time  come  to  us.  That  it  has  not 
already  done  so  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  hitherto  a  continually 
increasing  stream  into  our  treasury  has  kept  pace  with  our  contin- 
ually increasing  work.  Before  the  contingency  arises,  is  it  not  wise 
to  prepare  for  it  by  considering  to  what  policy  we  are  committed? 

I.  Have  we  pledged  ourselves  to  a  progressive,  or  a  stationary 
work?    II.  Have  we  a  right  to  walk  by  faith  in  it ? 

I.  Are  we  pledged  to  a  progressive  work?  When,  eight  years 
ago,  this  society,  small  in  numbers,  but  rich  in  faith,  commenced 
its  life  with  no  branches  nor  auxiliaries  to  lean  upon,  when  we 
adopted  and  sent  out  those  first  seven  missionaries,  what  did  we 
mean  when  we  pledged  ourselves  to  support  them?  Was  it  simply 
to  pay  the  few  hundred  dollars  which  each  received  as  her  salary  ? 
Did  not  the  very  idea  of  support  also  mean,  that  if,  through  her 
labors  and  the  Master's  blessing,  her  work  should  become  so  en- 
larged, that  she  needed  another  reaper  to  help  bind  the  sheaves,  we 
would  send  that  other?  that  if  Bible-women  and  native  helpers 
were  needed  to  assist  her,  we  would  provide  for  them  ?  that  if 
she  could  gather  Christ's  little  ones  into  a  school  where  they  could 
learn  of  him,  we  would  furnish  the  building,  — yes,  even  though, 
like  our  beautiful  Constantinople  Home,  it  should  call  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  raise  it?  Is  not  all  this  included  in  the  idea 
of  "  support "? 

When  a  general  places  a  little  band  in  a  position  of  peculiar  dan- 
ger and  responsibility,  saying,  "  I  will  support  you  with  my  main 
army,"  does  he  mean  simply,  "I  will  provide  you  with  uniform 
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and  rations  while  you  hold  that  place  for  the  cause  "?  Does  he 
not  rather  mean,  "  We  will  give  you  all  needed  help  and  protec- 
tion, selling  our  own  lives,  if  need  be,  to  cover  you  "  ? 

"  But,"  you  say,  "  suppose  that  supporting  army  is  itself  crip- 
pled and  imperilled,  unable  to  redeem  its  pledge,  what  then?" 
Ay,  what  then?  Shall  the  little  band  who  are  "holding  the  fort" 
against  fearful  odds  be  abandoned  to  their  fate?  A  thousand 
times  no!  Was  it  so  in  our  late  war?  Did  not  the  telegrams 
rather1  come  flashing  along  the  wires,  "  Larger  re-enforcements, 
more  money,  more  men  "  ?  and  were  not  the  treasure  and  the  blood 
poured  forth  like  water,  till  the  cause  was  won  ? 

So  when  our  missionaries  have  gone  out, —  the  gallant  little  band 
who  are  "  holding  the  fort  "  in  the  name  of  the  great  Captain, —  as 
one  after  another  has  gone  with  our  godspeed,  have  we  not  meant 
just  this  when  we  have  said,  "You  are  our  missionary,  we  will 
support  you  "  ?  True,  we  have  been  crippled  by  the  dark,  finan- 
cial cloud  which  has  hung  over  our  land  ;  but  is  there  not  still 
treasure  enough  in  Christ's  church  to  carry  on  with  increased, 
instead  of  diminished,  vigor,  his  war  against  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness ?  Who  will  pretend  to  say  that  we  have  yet  brought  all  the 
tithes  into  the  storehouse? 

Have  we  not,  thee,  pledged  ourselves,  through  our  missionaries, 
to  a  progressive,  an  ever-increasing  work? 

Have  we  not,  also,  in  our  prayers,  done  this?  Can  we,  as  Chris- 
tians, pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  and  then,  when  the  Lord  opens 
one  door  after  another,  and  nation  after  nation  looks  up  with 
longing  eyes  to  welcome  its  king,  can  we,  dare  we,  say,  "  We  have 
done  enough;  we  will  carry  these  good  tidings  no  farther,  make 
no  more  effort  to  *  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our 
God,'  lest  we  incur  a  debt  "  ? 

A  debt!  have  we  not  already  incurred  a  debt  so  vast,  so  over- 
whelming, that  all  eternity  will  be  too  short  in  which  to  pay  it  ? 
Are  we  not  debtors,  not  alone  with  St.  Paul  "to  the  Greeks  and 
to  the  Barbarians,"  not  alone  to  the  dear  missionaries  who  are 
laboring  in  our  stead?  do  we  not  owe  to  Him,  who  for  our  sakes 
became  poor,  a  debt  beyond  our  power  in  this  world  to  compute? 

"When  this  passing  world  is  done; 
When  has  sunk  yon  glorious  sun; 
When  we  stand  with  Christ  in  glory, 
Looking  o'er  life's  finished  story; 
Then,  Lord,  shall  we  fully  know, 
Not  till  then,  how  much  we  owe." 
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We  have  all  heard,  with  unspeakable  sadness,  that  the  American 
Board  have  felt  obliged,  for  the  coming  year,  to  appropriate  fifty 
thousand  dollars  less  than  the  estimate  given  by  the  missionaries, 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  less  than  the  appropriations  of  last 
year.  Many  will  say,  "  This  is  well.  The  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  they  still  raise  is  a  large  sum  :  better  not  be  com- 
plaining of  a  debt  every  year."  Ah  !  but  do  they  realize  what  this 
retrenchment  means?  Do  they  know,  that,  if  this  must  be,  two 
hundred  native  helpers  will  be  obliged  to  leave  the  good  news 
untold,  the  dark  homes  unvisited,  the  lost  sheep  unsought  ?  that 
four  thousand  scholars  in  our  Christian  schools,  lambs  whom 
Christ  said  "  Feed,"  must  be  sent  back  to  their  dark  homes  unfed, 
not  saved?  Will  the  Christian  people  of  America  like  to  meet 
those  four  thousand  souls  at  Christ's  judgment-seat,  and  hear  that 
loving,  reproachful  voice  say,  ' '  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  them, 
ye  did  it  not  to  me"? 

II.  Have  we  a  right  to  walk  by  faith  in  making  our  estimates  of 
work? 

To  a  certain  extent,  this  must  be  done.  Our  appropriations  are 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  relying  only  on  pledges  made 
by  our  branches  and  auxiliaries.  Shall  we  take  as  our  basis  the 
amount  that  has  previously  been  given,  allowing  no  enlargement 
in  our  work?  Or  trusting  in  Him  whose  is  the  silver  and  the  gold, 
and  who  holdeth  the  hearts  of  men  in  his  hand,  shall  we  expect 
such  an  amount  as,  in  our  wisest,  most  prayerful  judgment,  the 
interests  of  his  cause  demand?  Has  not  the  past  history  of  this 
society,  though  a  brief  one,  given  great  encouragement  in  this'? 
When  the  little  handful  of  Christian  women,  with  much  prayer, 
organized  this  Woman's  Board,  they  had  no  pledged  support  from 
the  churches,  no  army  of  co-laborers,  as  now,  to  stand  beside  them; 
but  like  the  ministering  women  from  Galilee,  who  stood  looking 
at  the  cross,  and  at  him  who  hung  thereon,  they  remembered  his 
saying,  "If  I  be  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me."  In  the 
years  since  then,  they  have  been  trying  to  lift  him  up  before  the 
veiled  eyes  of  women  in  Turkey  and  in  India,  before  the  degraded 
ones  of  Africa,  of  China,  and  of  the  islands  of  the  sea;  and,  while 
he  has  been  drawing  these  darkened  souls  to  himself,  has  he  not, 
also,  been  wonderfully  blessing  the  workers  at  home? 

At  the  first  annual  meeting,  the  treasurer  reported  as  the  year's 
income  five  thousand  dollars  :  to-day  we  report  $74,858.93.  Instead 
of  the  one  parent  society,   we  to-day  welcome  twelve  branches, 
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each  with  its  large  family  of  auxiliaries  and  mission-circles.  On 
the  foreign  field,  instead  of  seven  missionaries,  our  hearts  embrace 
fifty-six,  with  their  noble  band  of  Bible- women  and  native  help- 
ers. Our  work  has  been  progressive :  shall  we  stop  here  lest  we 
extend  it  unduly?  Shall  we  not,  rather,  while  acknowledging 
thankfully  that  "  hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us,"  listen  to  the 
voice  that  said,  l '  Speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  that  they  go 
forward"? 

While  the  past  history  of  this  society  encourages  us  to  a  life  of 
faith,  the  word  of  our  God  is  a  still  surer  reliance.  Our  trust  is  not 
in  ourselves,  but  in  Him  who  will  have  the  heathen  for  his  inherit- 
ance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession.  For 
our  future  needs,  we  plant  ourselves  on  his  sure  word  of  promise, 
and  have  faith  in  God,  —  not  the  inactive  faith,  which  says,  "He 
will  provide  for  his  own  cause,  we  need  do  nothing,"  but  the  lov- 
ing trust,  which,  having  done  its  best,  waits  confidently  on  the 
Mighty  One  of  Israel.  Is  it  not  because  he  knows  our  weakness 
and  unbelief,  that,  when  he  commanded  his  people  to  go  forward, 
he  so  often  added  his  royal  promise  ? 

When  the  great  company  of  Hebrew  slaves  were  led  out  into 
the  desert,  the  assurance  came,  "  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee." 
When  they  stood  before  the  promised  land,  and  were  told  to  enter 
in  and  possess  it,  the  same  voice  said,  "  The  Lord  shall  open  unto 
thee  his  good  treasure,  and  bless  all  the  work  of  thine  hand." 
When  Cyrus  was  anointed  to  subdue  nations,  the  strong  word 
came,  "  I  will  go  before  thee,  and  make  the  crooked  places  straight. 
I  will  break  in  pieces  the  gates  of  brass,  and  cut  in  pieces  the 
bars  of  iron." 

So  when,  from  the  ascending  Lord,  came  the  royal  commission, 
"  Go  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  was  not  all  help,  all 
wisdom,  all  supply,  pledged  in  the  promise,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  "  ? 

"  Oh,  when  his  wisdom  can  mistake, 
His  might  decay,  his  love  forsake, 
Then  may  his  children  cease  to  sing, 
The  Lord  omnipotent  is  King." 


The  silver  is  mine  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
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HOW  SHE  LEFT  HER  KISTIFE-PLEATLNG. 

BY  MRS.    HELEN  C.    KNIGHT. 

"  How  shall  we  make  our  auxiliary-meetings  interesting?  "  ask 
the  officers  of  our  auxiliaries  again  and  again.  A  more  personal 
question  may  solve  it. 

"  *  How  can  /  contribute  to  the  interest  of  the  meetings?  *  I 
honestly  asked  myself  that  question  a  year  ago,"  said  one  who  was 
not  an  officer,  "  and  received  a  surprising  answer." 

"What  was  it?  "I  asked. 

"'Be  sure  and  contribute  your  presence,'  said  Conscience. 
'  Plan  to  go.  Do  not  forget  the  meeting.  Do  not  let  small  hin- 
derances  keep  you  away.     Show  yourself.' 

"  I  had  a  dress-maker  that  day,"  she  went  on  to  say,  "  and  a 
quantity  of  knife-pleating  had  to  be  done.     Could  I  leave  it  ? 

* '  *  Do  not  let  your  religious  engagements  be  only  kept  as  the  fag- 
end  of  all  other  things,'  said  Conscience  again.  'Leave  your 
knife-pleating,  and  go.  Do  you  seriously  believe  in  prayer?  Do 
you  consider  that  God's  kingdom  is  coming  in  the  world  only 
through  your  small  fidelities?  Will  people  be  brought  to  Christ, 
if  you  make  this  work  only  a  supplement  to  what  suits  your  con- 
venience? Will  you  ever  be  a  growing  Christian,  unless  you  make 
sacrifices  for  his  sake?    Who  believes  you  in  earnest  ?  ' 

"'I  will  go,'  I  said,  rising  from  my  chair,  'and  let  the  knife- 
pleating  take  care  of  itself.  My  business  this  hour,  I  see,  is  at  the 
meeting,  to  pray  for  a  lost  world. ' 

"  I  cannot  tell  you  how  the  determination  strengthened  me.  I 
went  with  alacrity.  There  were  only  four  of  us  out  of  thirty  mem- 
bers. '  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  '  I  asked  humbly  and 
quietly.  He  gave  me  the  spirit  of  prayer.  I  always  shrank  from 
hearing  my  own  voice  before.  I  was  self-conscious  in  audible 
prayer.  As  I  knelt  there  then,  with  the  two  or  three,  to  claim  the 
promise  of  his  presence,  my  soul  went  out  as  it  never  did  before. 
I  forgot  myself.  I  prayed  from  the  depths  of  the  heart,  '  O  Lord, 
revive  thy  work  in  me,  in  us.' 

"  It  was  a  new  meeting,  a  precious  meeting.  The  spirit  of  mis- 
sions, which  is  the  spirit  of  love,  of  yearning,  of  sacrifice,  of  privi- 
lege, filled  the  room.     ' It  was  good  to  be  there.'  " 

She  said  much  more;  but  this  is  enough  for  my  point.  There 
was  no  dry  meeting  to  her  after  that.  The  secret  of  making  them 
interesting  resides  within  ourselves.  Can  we  not  contribute  our 
presence?    Can  we  not  make  an  effort  to  go?     Can  we  not  bring 
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a  devout  and  prayerful  spirit?  Can  we  not  try  to  make  very  real 
to  us  what  this  branch  of  church-work  is,  what  the  spirit  of  mis- 
sions means,  what  it  has  done  and  is  doing,  what  sacrifices  it  asks 
of  us,  what  privileges  it  confers  upon  us,  and  what  opportunities 
it  puts  into  our  power? 

I  am  sure  the  time  has  come  when  we  must  surrender  a  great 
deal  of  knife-pleating,  and  many  things  of  subordinate  account, 
in  order  to  see  and  to  seize  the  opportunities,  both  of  growth  and 
of  work,  which  God  opens  to  us  on  every  side. 


SUGGESTIONS. 


The  first  Circular  of  our  New- York  State  Branch  contains  the 
following  suggestions,  that  may  be  of  service  to  other  branches 
and  auxiliaries. 

1.  It  is  desirable  to  form  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  auxil- 
iary to  the  Branch,  as  far  as  practicable  in  every  church.  To 
accomplish  this,  it  would  be  well  for  the  vice-presidents  and  their 
assistants  to  divide  the  labor  of  correspondence ;  and  a  personal 
visit  to  the  churches  of  their  association  would  do  good. 

2.  To  promote  the  objects  in  view,  it  would  be  desirable  to  hold 
Women's  Missionary  Meetings  in  connection  with  the  meetings  of 
the  local  associations. 

3.  Let  no  church  feel  itself,  or  be  regarded  by  others,  as  too 
weak  to  contribute,  and  let  no  donation  be  deemed  too  small  to  be 
secured.  Remember  the  widow's  two  mites,  and  Christ's  saying. 
One  has  truly  remarked,  "  What  we  can  do  for  God  is  little  or 
nothing;  but  we  must  do  our  little  nothings  for  his  glory. " 

4.  Nothing  will  do  so  much  to  advance  the  object  in  view  as 
the  dissemination  of  information.  Take,  and  get  others  to  take, 
the  little  magazine  of  the  Woman's  Board,  called  "Life  and 
Light." 

5.  Do  not  think  this  an  unimportant  work.  The  Woman's  Board 
of  Mission  raised  $51,256,  between  Jan.  1,  and  Oct.  1, 1875.  The 
Woman's  Cent  Societies  of  New  Hampshire  have  raised  between 
$70,000  and  $80,000  since  they  were  commenced  many  years  ago. 

6.  A  State  Branch,  or  an  Auxiliary,  will  not,  even  when  fully 
organized,  "  run  itself."  Oificers  alone  cannot  run  it.  Money 
will  not  run  it.  Nothing  but  hard  work,  forethought,  time,  prayer, 
labor,  will  do  it. 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Nov.  18,  to  Deo.  18, 1875. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.  — 'Mrs.  Woodbu- 
ry S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Waterville 
Aux.,  $27.5-1;  South  Bridgton, 
Aux.,  $6;  S.  S.,  §7;  Bangor, 
Aux.,  §  10 ;  Betliel  1st  Ch.,  Aux., 
with  prev.  contri.  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Nahum  W.  Grover, 
$9.50;  North  Yarmouth,"  Wal- 
nut Hill  Workers,"  with  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Morrill,  §22;  Searsport, 
Aux,  $9,  §91  04 

Bingham.  —  A  friend,  40 

Portland.  —  A  friend,  100 

Waldoboronqh.—  Aux.,  16  50 

Wells.  —  Mrs.  B.  A.  Maxwell,  20  00 


Total,       $128  94 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas., 
Hampton,  Aux. ,§15;  Hanover, 
Aux.,  §50;  Portsmouth,  Aux., 
§38.50,  §103  50 


Total,        §103  50 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

New  Hampshire  Branch. — Am- 
herst, Miss  L.  11.  Clark,  with 
prev.  contri.  to  const.  T..M.  Miss 
L.  G.  Clark,  for  Mary  Lyon 
Room,  §12 ;  Rood's  Ferry,  Aux., 
for  two  shelves  in  library,  §20,   $32  00 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo. H. 
Fox,  Treas.,  Bennington,  Aux., 
§21.30;  Northfield,  Aux.,  §8; 
East  Poultney,  Aux.,  §15.G0; 
Cornwall,  Aux.,  $35.20;  Col- 
chester, Aux.,  §15;  Peacham, 
Aux.,  of  wli.  §25  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Emmeliue  Wallace,  Bar- 
net,  §50 ;  P. rid |  >ort ,  A  ux.  (of  wh. 
§50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  W. 
W.  Winchester,  Mrs.  George 
Paine,  §25  by  Mrs.  Sarah  W. 
Fletcher  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
§25  by  Mrs.  L.  M.  1  lav  ward  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.),  §105; 
Dorset,  Aux.,  of  wh.  §25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Marcia  Gray, 
§42;  Burlington,  Aux.,  §18; 
Rutland,  Aux.,  §41.28;  New- 
bury, Aux.,  §18.70;  Hartford, 
Aux.,  §12;  Royalton,  Aux., 
$16.75,   with  prev.  contri.  of 


Miss  Sarah  L.  Grossman  to 
const,  herself  L.  M. ,  §398  83 

North  Craftsbury.  —  Mrs.  Debo- 
rah W.  Loomis,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Paddock,  25  00 

Norwich.  —  A  gentleman,  in  mem- 
ory of  his  wife,  2  00 

Bulland.—A  thank  offering,  A. 
L.  O.,  10  00 


Total,        §435  83 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Abington.  —Aux.,  for  school  in 

Mana  Madura,  §47  00 

Attleborouf/h. — A  friend,  5  00 

Barre.-r  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 

Mrs.  Edwin  Smith,  25  00 

Berlin.  —  Catherine  Larkin,  §2; 

a  friend,  40  cts.,  2  40 

Boston.  —  Miss  E.  A.  Nickerson, 
§2;  Central  Ch.,  §236;  Berke- 
ley-st.  Ch.,  Family  Missionary 
Concert,  §2.40;  Ladies'  monthly 
contri.,  §4.15;  Shawmut  Ch., 
Aux.  (of  wh.  §25  by  Mrs.  Whit- 
temoro  to  const.  L.  M.,  Mi's. 
Stephen  J.  Metcalf,  Med  way; 
Mis.  A.  D.  Webber,  §25;  Mrs. 
John  Gilbert,  $10 ;  Mrs.  Stephen 
Emery,  §5;  Mrs.  Galloupe,  §5), 
$105.50  ;  Trinity  Ch.,  E.  F.  C, 
§20;  a  friend,  §10,  470  05 

Boston   Highlands,  —  Eliot  Ch., 

§10;  a  friend,  $1,  11  00 

Bradford.  —  Fern.  Sem.,  15  00 

Brainfree.—  Miss  L.  A.  Wilde,  25  00 
Chatham.  —Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch.,  5  00 
Clinton.  —  Aux.,  10  CO 

Deerjicld.  —  Aux.,  15  25 

Easlhampton .  —  A  friend,  80 

Grant ville.  —  Sallie,  Fannie,  and 

Helen,  5  00 

Hingham. —  "Money-Plants,"  5  00 

Ipswich.  —  Caldwell  Mission-Cir- 
cle, to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Jen- 
nio  Howe,  §25;  a  friend,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Lydia  Wade, 
§25,  50  00 

Lawrence. —  Mrs.  Benj.  Cooledge, 

§18.80;  Central  Ch.,  §60,  78  80 

Lee.—  Young  Ladies  Mission-Cir- 
cle, pupil  Miss  Payson's  sch.,        40  00 
Lowell.  —  Central  Ch.,  add'l,  2  00 

Afedway. —  '•  Med  way  Gleaners,"  5  00 
Melrose.  —  Aux.,  48  08 

Middleborough.  — Mary  S.  Wash- 
burn's S.  S.  class,  2  00 
Milton.  —  1st  Ch.,  S.S.  penny  col.,    34  65 
Neio  Bedford.  —  Aux.,   for  Mrs. 

Andrus's  salary,  340  00 

Newburyport.  —  Aux.,  60  00 
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Newton.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Mrs.  D.  R.  Emerson,  Mrs.  S. 
M.  Freeland,  $50  00 

North  Weymouth.  —  Arthur  M. 
Dow,  $1;  Miss  R.  H.  Nash, 
$1.25;  Geo.  H.  French,  $1,  3  25 

Pittsfield.  —  Aux.,     Richmond, 

Mrs.  Henry  G.  Brown,  5  00 

Raynliam.  —  Mrs.  M.  W.  Mann,        150 
Reading.  —  Aux.,  8  00 

Sandwich.—  Aux.,  10  00 

Shelburne.—  Cong.  Ch.,  8  07 

Southampton.  —  Aux.,  28  50 

Southbridge.  —  Mrs.  S.  M.  Lane,       5  00 
South  Egr em ont. —  Aux.,  30  00 

Springfield  Branch.—  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,    Treas.,    Spring- 
field, Memorial  Ch,  of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  D.  B.  Wesson  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss    C.   A.  Brackett, 
$31.83;      "Memorial     Band," 
$17.78;  Mrs.  Hooker's  Bible  cl., 
$15  $  South  Ch.,  $21.26;  "Lit-  CV 
tie  Sunbeams,"  $10  ;    "  Wide4 
Awakes,"  $11.37  ;  Young  La- 
dies' Mission,  $5.28  ;|  1st  Ch.,   ,-,  . 
$5.50;  "Cheerful  Givers,"  $8;  \" 
Mission-Circle  No.  1,  $5;}  San-    .     . 
ford-st.   Ch.,   $11.12;    "Young-,- 
Missionaries,"  $23 ;f  Olivet  Ch., 
of  wh.  $25  to  const'.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
G.  E.  Kilbon,  $45;  North  Ch., 
$62;  Holyoke,  2d  Ch,  $107.16; 
"Merry  Workers,"  $40;  Palm- 
er,   2d    Ch.,    $20.90;    Ludlow, 
Cong.  Ch.,  $33.85;  Wilbraham, 
Cong.  Ch.,  $10 ;  Agawam,  Cong. 
Ch.,  $1.50;  Monson,  Cong.  Ch., 
$5,  569  55 

Wareham. — Aux.,  15  00 

Waif  land.  —  Aux.,  10  00 

West  Broolfield  —Cong.  Ch., 
Young  People's  cl.  pupil,  Oo- 
dooville,  30  00 

Westhampton.  —  "Children's 

Miss'y  Soc,"  6  61 

West  Medway.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $5 

by  Mrs.  Chas.  H  Deans,  6  00 

Weymouth.  —  Mrs.  PI.  J.  Hol- 
brook,  $3;  Helen  P.  Vickery, 
$30,  33  00 

Wrentham.  —  Miss  Alice  S.  War- 
ren's S.  S.  el.,  5  00 
Worcester.  —  Woman's     Miss'y 
Asso.,  Miss  Fannie  W.  Sweet- 
ser,  Tr.  (Old  So.  Ch.,  $61.08; 
Central  Oh,  $22 ;  Salem-st.  Ch., 
$36.10;  Plymouth  Ch,  $05.49; 
other  sources,  $1.29),  $185.96; 
Central  Ch.,  young  ladies,  of 
wh.    $25   towards   the   Japan 
Plome,  $35  for  work  in  Japan,    245  96 
Wine  hester.  —  Aux,                          24  00 
Yarmouth.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Total,        $2,416  47 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Boston.  —  Central  Ch.,  Mrs.  W. 
O.  Grover,  for  dormitory  called 


Frederic  Fitch  Conant,  $200; 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Bates,  $50;  Shaw- 
mut  Ch.,  "  Shawmut  Helpers," 
of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Leland  to  const,  herself  L.M., 
for  library,  $350;  Shawmut 
Mission  Branch,  for  dormitory, 
$200,  $800/00 

Medway.  —  Aux.,  towards  dormi- 
tory, 40  00 

Salem.  —  Tabernacle  Ch.,  Aux., 
towards  dormitory,  25  00 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Sanford- 
st.  Ch.  Mite-Box,  9  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas.,  Provi- 
dence, Pilgrim  Ch.,  $80.50; 
Central  Ch.,  "The  Willing 
Hands,"  to  const.  L.M  's  Mrs. 
Jacob  Simonds,  Mrs.  Edward 
P.  Taft,  Mrs.  Philip  Matheuson, 
Mrs.  James  C.  Kimball,  $100; 
Beneficent  Ch.,  of  wh.  $23  by 
Mrs.  Newell  Clark  to  const.  L. 
M.  Miss  Sallie  R.  Vose,  $86.08; 
"Elm wood  Workers,"  $10.88; 
Charles-st.  Ch.,  $41 ;  contents 
of  children's  miss'y  box,  $3.25; 
North  Scituate,  toward  sch.  in 
Bitlis,  $25 ;  Tiverton  Aux.,  $10 ; 
Slatersville,  Aux.,  $10;  Little 
Compton,  Aux.,  $10,  $376  71 


Total,       $376  71 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Rliode  Island  Branch.  —  Provi- 
dence, Central  Ch..  "The  Lit- 
tle Kings,"  for  shelf  in  library, 
$10;  Beneficent  Ch.,  "The 
Little  Wilkensons,"  for  shelf  in 
library,  $10;  Central  Falls, 
"  The  Little  Sunbeams,"  to- 
wards dormitory,  $15,  $35  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Darien.  —  Aux.,  for  two  pupils  in 
lnanda  Sem'y,  $60  00 

Hartford  Branch. — Mrs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Hebron, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  L.  P.  Hubbard,  37  65 

Hartford.  —  A  friend,  90  00 

New  Haven  Branch.  —  Miss  Julia 
Twining,  Treas.,  Canaan,  to 
complete  p'y't  for  pupil  at  Cey- 
lon, $5;  Cheshire,  to  complete 
p'y't  for  B.  R.  Samathanum, 
$25;  Danbury.  towards  Mrs. 
De  Forest's  salary,  $134.83; 
East  Haddaln,  fr.  Mrs.  Reed, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Reed,  $25 ;  East  Haven,  $20.50 ; 
Easton,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Julia  Edwards,  $25;  Killing- 
worth,  $8.15 ;  Litchfield,  $14  30; 
Madison,  sale  of  "Algae  Al- 
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bum,"  offered  at  the  annual 
meeting  by  a  lover  of  the  cause, 
$5;  Madison  "Willing  Hearts" 
(of  wli.  $50  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Miss  Ida  W.  M.  Hill  and  Miss 
Lizzie  B.  Lee;  $30,  p'y't  for 
pupil  at  Madura;  the  remain- 
der towards  another  L.M.-ship), 
$91.50;  Middletown,  First  Ch. 
(of  \vh.  $30  fr.  a  lady  to  pay 
for  pupil  at  Ahmednuggur,  and 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary  A. 
Birdsey;  $5  fr.  Miss  Marianna 
Clark  towards  L.  M.-ship,  to 
be  applied,  with  the  remaining 
$5.  to  sch.  near  Aintab),  $40 ; 
Milton,  $10;  New  Britain  Cen- 
tre Ch..  $10150;  New  Haven 
Centre  Ch.  (of  wh.  $10  fr.  Mrs. 
Wooster  Hotchkiss  towards 
support  of  a  B.  R.  at  Harpoot, 
$10  fr.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Scranton 
towards  support  of  a  B.  R.  at 
Madura,  $30  fr.  Mrs.  Leonard 
Bradley  and  Mrs.  W.  I.  Town- 
send  to  support  B.  R.  at  Har- 
poot. $50  fr.  Mrs.  Samuel  Mill- 
er and  Mrs.  Ezekiel  H.  Trow- 
bridge to  const,  themselves 
L.  M.'s),  $345;  College-St.  Ch  , 
$18;  Davenport  Ch.  (of  wh. 
$40  to  support  Zamig),  $82; 
Fair  Haven  First  Ch.  (of  wh. 
$25  fr.  Mrs.  Burdett  Hart  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Julia  Twin- 
ing), $50;  North  Ch.,  $45.50; 
Third  Ch.,  $52.50 ;  Yale  College 
Ch.  for  Con.  Home  sch' ship, 
$1.34.25;  New^Milford,  fr.  Mr. 
Ruf  us  S.  Leavitt,  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Leavitt,  $25;  New- 
town, $10;  Norfolk,  $35.35; 
Redding,  $13.S5;  Salisbury, 
$20.12;  South  Britain,  $19; 
West  Haven  Oak  Hill  Sem.,  to 
support  pupil  at  Ahmednug- 
gur,  $30;  Westport,  $10;  West 
Winsted,  $28,  $1,424  35 

Neio  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Jane  E.  Learned,  Treas.,  Nor- 
wich, Broadway  Ch.,  $98.05; 
Park  Ch.  (of  wh.  $100  by  Mrs. 
Harriet  P.  Williams  to  const. 
L.M.'s  Mrs.  Laura  S.  Thurs- 
ton. Mrs.  Isaac  Johnson,  Miss 
Emily  Oilman,  Miss  S.  A.  W. 
Blackman ;  $25  by  Mrs.  L.  F. 
S.  Foster  to  const.  L.M.  Mrs. 
Chas.  C.  Johnson).  $200;  New 
London,  First  Ch.,  $64,  362  05 


Total,      $1,8S4  95 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

West    Meriden.  —  First    Cong. 
Ch.,  for  dormitory,  $200  00 

NEW  YORK. 

New    York  City.—  Mrs.   L.  H. 

Valentine,  $5  00 


Penn    Fan. —Mrs.  C.   C.  Shep- 

pard,  $25  00 

Pike.  —  Mrs.  A.  R.  Sherrill,  1  00 


Total,         $31  00 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Albany. — First  Cong.  Ch.,  for 
donnitory  called  Sarah  Smart,  $93  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch. — Mrs.  A. 
W.  Goodell,  Treas.,  Mont  Clair, 
N.J.,  Aux.,  $84.80;  "Blos- 
soms," for  Miss  Gouldy, 
$227.32;  Newark,  N.J.,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $117.45;  "Workers 
for  Jesus,"  for  Mrs.  Chapin's 
sch.,  $64.25;  Orange,  N.J., 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  J. 
L.  Halsey,  $25 ;  Baltimore,  Bid., 
Aux.,  $7.80;  Philadelphia,  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  Aux..  Mrs.  M.  Heaton, 
$10.50;  "  Snowflakes,"  for  Miss 
Gouldy,  $5,  $544  12 

Total,        $544  12 


Poplar  Mount. — Little  Georgy, 
gone  before,  $1  00 


Total, 


$1  00 


OHIO. 


Millan.  —  Presb.  S.  S.,  towards 
pupil  Mrs.  BbselTs  sch.,  $7  00 

Steubenville.  — Frankie  Tenney's 
miss'y  box,  75 

Windham.  —  Young  Ladies'  Mis- 
sion-Band, 65  50 


Total,       $73  25 


MICHIGAN. 


Northville.  —  A  friend, 


Total, 


$    40 

$    40 


MINNESOTA. 


Gliatfield.  —  Presb.  S.  S-.  for 
Gita.  Mrs.  Bissell's  sch.,  $22  00 

Excelsior.  —  Arthur,  Justin, 
George,  and  Mary  Dickenson, 
toward  sch.  in  Bardasag,  1  50 


Total, 


$23  50 


General  Funds. 

$6,010  67 

C.  Home  Building-Fund, 

1,234  00 

"  Life  and  Light," 

1,198  25 

"  Echoes," 

6  07 

Weekly  Pledge, 

12  74 

Leaflets, 

3  32 

Total,        $8,465  05 
Miss  Emma  Carbuth,  Asst.  Treas. 


DAKOTA. 

Our  readers  will  be  interested  in  these  letters  from  our  new  mis- 
sionaries to  Dakota,  who  left  for  that  field  in  October,  after  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Board. 

JOURNEYING  WESTWARD. 
BY  MISS    COLLINS. 

Saotee  Agency,  Neb.,  Oct.  23, 1875. 

We  started  from  Iowa  City  on  Monday,  Oct.  18,  remaining 
over  night  in  Council  Bluffs.  On  Tuesday  forenoon  we  went  on 
to  Missouri  Junction,  meeting  the  Biggs  families  there  at  eight 
o'clock.  Oh,  how  glad  we  were  to  meet  them  !  for  we  were  begin- 
ning to  realize  that  we  were  approaching  the  frontier.  In  Council 
Bluffs  we  rode  from  the  hotel  to  the  depot  in  the  omnibus  with  the 
sheriff  and  two  prisoners,  on  their  way  to  the  penitentiary;  and,  in 
the  depot  at  Missouri  Junction,  the  first  notice  which  greeted  our 
eyes  was,  in  flaming  letters,  "  $50  reward  for  the  body  of,"  &c, 
naming  some  missing  man:  so  you  can  partly  realize  how  we  felt 
when  we  met  our  friends.  We  took  dinner  in  Sioux  City,  and  were 
from  two  o'clock  till  half -past  eight  riding  from  there  to  Yankton. 
The  ride  all  day  Monday  and  Tuesday  was  delightful.  The 
weather  was  fine;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  in  no  other  place  does  the 
sun  shine  so  brightly  as  in  Dakota.  When  we  arrived  in  Yankton, 
we  found  "  no  more  boats  up  river."  We  remained  until  Wednes- 
day, to  see  if  Mr.  Biggs  could  prevail  on  them  to  send  one  up, 
but  in  vain.  We  found  Yankton  a  most  beautiful  and  pleasant 
little  town,  situated  on  as  level  a  plain  as  can  be  imagined. 
The  people  are  very  refined  and  cultured.  The  Merchants  Hotel 
is  as  fine  a  hotel  as  we  find  this  side  of  Chicago,  well  kept,  and  the 
people  kind  and  obliging. 

We  left  there  on  Thursday  morning,  and  came  out  here  to 
the  Santee  Agency,  with  Mr.  Alfred  Biggs,  to  remain  until  Mr. 
Thomas  Biggs  can  arrange  for  us  to  go  to  Sully  overland.  We 
rode  about  fifteen  miles  over  a  vast  prairie,  with  not  even  a  shrub 
nor  a  single  tree,  no  shade  to  stop  under  to  eat  dinner,  and  the  sun 
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beating  down  as  only  Dakota  sun  can  in  October,  —  almost  like  a 
July  day.  My  eyes  ached  with  the  intense  light,  and  with  gazing 
so  i'ar  into  the  distance.  We  rode  on  about  ten  miles  farther,  and 
came  to  a  small  stream.  How  good  it  seemed  to  see  even  the  brush 
and  a  few  trees  and  water  !  Even  a  small  rise  in  the  ground  was  a 
welcome  change  after  riding  so  long  over  a  surface  as  smooth  as  a 
floor.     The  roads  are  in  excellent  order  ;  could  not  be  better. 

We  arrived  at  the  Missouri  River  about  dark.  For  miles  and 
mile3  before  we  reached  it,  we  could  see  beyond  it,  where  the 
mission -buildings  ought  to  be;  but  it  seemed  as  if  these  hills  and 
prairies  were  a  solid  flame  of  fire. 

Mrs.  Riggs  grew  quite  nervous;  and  they  both  said,  that  always 
before,  on  reaching  this  point,  they  could  see  their  buildings;  but 
now  they  did  not  know  but  they  were  burned.  The  smoke  was  so 
dense,  that  nothing  could  be  seen  but  tongues  of  fire,  and  line  after 
line  climbing  the  hills,  running  along  the  bottom,  and  leaping  over 
the  prairies.  To  me  it  seemed  as  one  large  city,  stretching  miles  and 
miles  away,  all  on  fire.  You  can  hardly  imagine  the  feelings  of 
this  family  when  no  sign  of  their  home  could  be  discovered,  when 
those  dear  to  them  were  there,  and  that  mother  knew  that  her  babe 
was  in  the  midst  of  this  fire.  But  no  word  of  complaint  escaped 
them.  Now  and  then  I  ventured  to  ask  a  question,  such  as, 
"Where  should  your  buildings  be?"  Mr.  Riggs  said,  "They 
ought  to  be  there,  right  between  those  streaks  of  fire;  but,  for  the 
smoke,  I  can  hardly  tell.  They  may  be  farther.  I  hope  the  In- 
dians have  burned  around  them." 

Mrs.  Riggs  says,  "  Alfred,  could  you  drive  a  little  faster?  You 
know  the  river  lies  before  us ;  and,  if  we  do  not  get  there  before 
dark,  we  cannot  cross."  She  said,  "  I  told  the  girls,  if  the  houses 
were  burned,  they  must  take  out  my  baby  first,  and  Mr.  Riggs 's 
papers  next."  Now  we  came  to  the  river.  A  small  craft  is  await- 
ing us.  We  all  alight  from  the  wagons;  and,  as  the  boat  is  small, 
they  unhitch  the  horses,  and  roll  the  wagons  on,  and  lead  the 
horses  so  they  can  stand  beside  them.  Then  they  procure  a 
skiff.  Mr.  Thomas  Riggs,  and  the  two  Mrs.  Riggs  and  their  chil- 
dren, get  into  that.  An  Indian  guides  the  other  boat,  and  a  buffalo 
robe  is  thrown  down  for  us  to  sit  upon.  Miss  Whipple  and  I  sit 
in  the  back-part  of  the  boat;  and  in  the  darkness  we  start  to  float 
over  into  the  "ocean  of  flame."  And  now,  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life,  could  I  literally  apply  that  beautiful  text,  "  When  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee;  and  through  the  rivers,  they 
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shall  not  overflow  thee:  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned; 
neither  shall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.  For  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God,  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  thy  Saviour."  As  we  neared  the 
shore,  we  came  upon  a  sand-bar;  and  the  Indian,  "Bob,"  had  to 
get  out,  and  wade  the  rest  of  the  way,  pulling  the  boat  after  him. 
He  informed  us  that  the  fire  had  been  raging  about  the  mission- 
buildings,  but  he  did  not  think  they  were  burned. 

We  were  obliged  to  change  our  course  on  account  of  the  fire,  and 
go  around  the  hill.  As  we  crossed  the  bottom,  we  were  thankful, 
that,  although  the  flames  were  approaching,  we  could  cross  before 
they  reached  us.  Two  miles  farther,  and  now  we  come  near  enough 
to  see.  With  a  feeling  of  relief  and  joy  we  all  exclaim,  "  The  Home 
is  safe  !  "  We  found  that  the  Indians  had  worked  faithfully  all  the 
afternoon,  setting  back-fires,  and  fighting  the  flames,  to  save  the 
mission.  The  little  girls  from  the  school  carried  water  for  them  to 
drink  while  they  fought  the  flames.  We  find  the  Home  so  cheerful 
and  attractive,  that  we  are  indeed  glad  to  rest  here  a  few  days. 

I  cannot  resist  speaking  of  the  good  work  the  Kiggs  family  has 
accomplished  here.  Yesterday  morning  several  Indians  came  in, 
dressed  in  citizen's  clothes,  taking  oif  their  hats  at  the  door,  and 
bowing  politely  as  they  entered.  Receiving  introductions  to  us, 
they  shook  hands,  although  they  were  quite  silent.  We  were 
delighted  to  see  their  politeness,  and  seeming  gladness  on  seeing 
Mr.  Kiggs.  The  girls  in  the  Home  are  nice-looking,  and  well 
behaved.  I  saw  two  quite  small  ones  at  work  very  nicely,  —  one 
setting  table,  the  other  sweeping  the  dining-room.  Mr.  Riggs  has 
excellent  discipline,  and  the  Indians  seem  quite  attached  to  him. 

All  about  us  are  log-houses,  and  most  of  them  with  a  wigwam 
near  by.  Yesterday  we  went  with  Miss  Haines  over  to  the  govern- 
ment houses,  to  the  "  Issue."  They  were  issuing  the  dry-goods  for 
the  year.  Oh,  what  a  sight  !  —  Indians  of  all  ages,  sizes,  and  charac- 
ter. Here  are  the  girls  from  the  mission,  in  neat  calico  dresses,  with 
hats  on.  (Quite  a  point  is  gained,  if  you  can  prevail  upon  them  to 
wear  a  hat  or  bonnet.)  Here  is  a  chief  in  clothes  just  like  the  white 
men  near.  Here  is  a  young  mother  with  her  smiling  infant  on  her 
back;  and  there  a  dark,  hard-looking  man,  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth. 
Yes,  one  side  was  a  pipe;  but  underneath  was  a  tomahawk.  The 
handle  was  quite  long,  and,  doubtless,  very  stout.  There  sits  an 
old  squaw.  She  prefers  the  ground  ;  and,  near  where  there  has 
been  a  fire,  she  sits  and  plays  in  the  black  ashes.  Some  old  shoes 
on  her  feet,  — no,  not  shoes,  moccasins,  — black  leggings,  a  short 
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black  skirt,  and  an  old  sack  scarcely  covering  her  body  ;  her 
uncombed  hair  streaming  over  her  face.  She  digs  and  scratches 
among  the  ashes  ;  then  scratches  her  head  ;  now  her  hand  in  her 
face,  and  again  in  the  dirt.  Soon  her  goods  are  given  her,  —  nice 
blue  linsey,  some  red  flannel,  calico,  a  pair  of  stout  shoes,  two  pair 
of  hose,  and  some  heavy  sheeting.  She  tosses  them  over  and  over, 
drags  them  through  the  dirt,  tries  to  fold  them  again,  and  finally 
takes  her  old  shawl  off,  tumbles  them  all  in,  and  off  she  goes  with 
them  on  her  back,  an  old  pine  stick  in  her  hand  as  she  hobbles 
home.  Who  could  look  upon  such  a  being  as  that,  just  ready  to 
pass  into  eternity,  and  not  shudder  ? 

But  look  at  the  younger  ones.  Some  of  them  are  well  dressed 
(all  of  them  comfortably  so),  their  faces  clean,  hair  nicely  braided; 
and  they  sit  on  boxes,  seeming  quite  proud  of  their  clean  dresses. 

Mr.  Riggs  brought  each  of  the  girls  a  pair  of  small  scissors. 
They  are  very  happy,  These  girls  wear  their  hair  cut  short, 
combed  nicely,  and  plain,  neat  dresses,  and  good  shoes  and  stock- 
ings. I  see  no  reason  why  they  cannot  be  educated,  and  make 
good  useful  ladies.  We  are  pleased  with  the  prospect ;  and 
although,  in  our  home  at  Fort  Sully,  the  Indians  are  far  behind 
these,  yet  we  are  hopeful.  The  Lord  has  evidently  meant  we 
should  come  here,  and  has  led  us  thus  far  safely,  and  we  can  trust 
him  to  lead  us  home. 

We  start  on  next  week,  and  shall  be  nearly  two  weeks  on  the 
way. 

LETTER  FROM  MRS.  CURTIS. 

Sisseton  Agency,  Nov.  20, 1875. 

My  postal-card  would  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  here:  so  I 
will  now  tell  you  in  a  few  words  what  I  have  been  doing.  I  first 
set  out  to  study  Dakota,  but  had  to  give  it  up  for  a  time;  for,  as 
soon  as  the  Indian  women  found  out  what  I  had  come  for,  they 
brought  me  all  their  fall  work  to  cut;  so  I  was  kept  quite  busy  for 
the  first  two  weeks. 

I  have  visited  five  families,  taught  four  of  them  to  make  light 
bread  and  yeast,  to  knit,  and  crochet.  I  have  formed  three  classes. 
On  Thursday,  at  two,  I  go  to  the  Dakota  church,  and  have  a  class 
of  old  women,  whom  I  teach  to  knit,  sew,  and  crochet;  and  one 
woman  brought  a  quilt  to  be  quilted.  We  have  worked  on  it  four 
afternoons,  but  have  not  yet  completed  it,  as  she  wants  it  quilted 
very  nice,  and  I  have  not  much  time  to  quilt,  for  there  is  almost 
always  some  cutting  to  be  done. 
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My  second  class  is  after  Mr.  Morris's  school  closes,  every  day, 
when  I  teach  the  girls  for  one  hour.  My  third  is  at  the  Manual 
Labor  Boarding- School  building,  where  I  have  a  very  interesting 
class  of  twenty- three  girls  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays, 
from  two  till  five,  p.m.  Four  of  the  girls  make  clothes  for  the 
little  ones ;  but  I  must  do  the  cutting,  and  teach  them  how  to  make 
them.  The  rest  knit,  except  three,  who  are  too  small  to  do  any 
thing. 

On  Saturdays,  I  have  gone  to  the  Agency  to  see  a  family  who 
are  trying  to  keep  a  boarding-bouse  for  the  Indian  laborers  at  the 
Agency.  The  woman  does  not  know  any  thing  about  housekeep- 
ing; but  she  is  very  anxious  to  learn;  and  she  makes  quite  nice 
bread  now.  The  first  time  I  went  down,  I  had  her  clean  the 
table  and  floor,  and  clean  every  thing.  So  now,  every  time  I  go 
there,  without  my  saying  any  thing,  she  does  the  same.  Once  a 
week  her  house  is  clean.  I  hope,  in  time,  she  will  do  it  without 
my  being  there,  for  the  sake  of  being  clean.  As  "cleanliness  is 
next  to  godliness,"  I  try  to  teach  them  that  first ;  and,  when  I  can 
talk,  I  will  try  to  teach  them  godliness. 

At  odd  minutes  I  have  crocheted  thirteen  pairs  of  -wristlets,  to  be 
sold  for  the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society  they  have  formed  here.  Six 
pair  were  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  a  pair,  and  seven  pair  at  fifty 
cents  a  pair.  Mrs.  Morris  furnished  yarn  for  seven  pair;  and,  from 
the  price  of  the  remaining  six  pair,  two  dollars  must  be  deducted 
for  the  yarn,  leaving,  in  all,  six  dollars.  As  the  weather  is  too  cold 
for  visiting,  I  will  go  to  school  to  Mr.  Morris  in  the  morning,  and 
teach  my  classes  in  the  afternoon.  That  is  all  I  hope  to  do  this 
winter. 


JAPAN. 

LETTER  FEOM  MISS  DUDLEY. 

Kobe,  Sept.  1, 1875. 
Our  summer,  with  its  heat  and  drought,  is  past :  after  ninety 
days,  rain  has  fallen.  The  farmers  have  had  prayer-meetings 
for  rain,  but  conducted  in  a  novel  manner.  About  two  thousand 
people  assembled  last  sabbath  evening,  with  torches,  bells,  conch- 
shells,  and  drum,  and  marched  round  the  reservoirs,  where  the 
water  is  kept  which  feeds  the  rice-fields,  calling  on  the  god  of 
rain  (a  dragon  supposed  to  inhabit  the  reservoir)  to  "send  rain, 
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that  rice  may  be  cheap."  This  has  been  kept  up  for  several 
nights,  and  rain  has  come.  I  am  sure  the  dear  God  sends  when 
he  is  not  supplicated;  and  the  rain  falls  on  the  just  and  on  the 
unjust. 

On  the  27th  of  July  our  church  in  Sanda  was  formed;  when 
nine  women  and  seven  men  confessed  Christ,  and  received  baptism 
in  the  presence  of  more  than  two  hundred  persons.  The  women 
were  nearly  all  past  the  prime  of  life,  three  only  being  young 
married  women.  It  was  a  very  happy  day  for  us  all,  and  my  cup 
ran  over.  Nearly  the  entire  church  from  Kobe  were  present,  with 
a  delegate  from  Osaca;  and  it  is  beautiful  to  see  how  these  Chris- 
tians seem  drawn  together.  These  churches  are  indeed  light- 
houses, —  cities  set  upon  hills. 

Our  work  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  women;  for  the  men, 
too,  pay  respectful  attention.  In  one  place  the  teacher  of  a  school 
of  over  a  hundred  pupils  —  a  fine,  energetic  young  man,  but,  like 
all  others,  addicted  to  drink — said  to  me  a  few  weeks  ago,  "  I  thank 
you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  for  what  you  have  said  to  me. 
I  have  stopped  every  thing  which  I  know  would  displease  Christ, 
and  am  ready  to  do  any  thing  he  would  have  me."  I  had  talked 
with  him  often  of  his  example  and  responsibility  as  a  teacher,  even 
until  I  thought  he  was  angry  with  me;  but  God's  Spirit  had  fixed 
the  truth  in  his  heart,  and  now  I  believe  he  is  a  Christian.  Miss 
Talcott  and  I  could  tell  of  many  others  God  has  helped  us  to  reach; 
and,  though  it  may  seem  like  glorying,  I  am  sure  it  is  but  right 
you  should  know  how  wide  our  field  is. 


ARRIVAL. 

Mrs.  Coffing,  Miss  Ilollister,  and  Miss  Spencer  landed  at  Alex- 
andretta,  Sept.  28,  and,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera, 
spent  the  first  night  in  Balan,  nine  miles  up  the  mountains.  Miss 
Hollister  and  the  other  missionaries  for  Aintab  remained  to  work 
in  Balan  and  Kessab  until  the  scourge  should  abate,  while  Mrs. 
Coffing  and  Miss  Spencer  went  on  to  Marash.  Finding  that  there 
were  still  many  cases  of  cholera  in  the  city,  and  that  it  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  malignant  fever,  they  left  for  Kerhan,  in  the  mountains, 
the  same  day,  where  they  expected  to  remain  until  the  danger  was 
over.  They  were  well,  and  rejoicing  in  the  "  kindness  of  the 
Father  all  the  way." 
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AFRICA. 

LETTER  FEOM  MISS  PINKEPTOK 

(Concluded.) 

.  .  .  On  our  way  to  Inanda,  we  stopped  at  the  old  station  of  Mr. 
Lindley,  a  spot  where  he  lived  for  a  time,  but  afterwards  came  to 
this  place,  his  church  coming  with  him.  Two  broken  walls  mark 
the  place  of  the  house,  proof  that  time  destroys  all  things  earthly. 
But  the  spot  is  venerated  and  loved  by  all  the  mission-circle, 
principally  because  the  devoted  Mr.  Bryant  found  his  last  resting- 
place  there.  We  ate  our  lunch  by  the  side  of  his  grave,  and  talked 
and  thought  of  his  useful  though  short  sojourn  in  this  land  of  his 
adoption.  • 

The  dinner-hour  found  us  at  Inanda,  where  the  Girls'  Seminary 
is  located. 

Monday  morning  I  shall  leave  here  on  my  homeward  way,  and 
mail  this  in  Durban.  It  has  been  very  rainy  for  two  days,  and  now 
the  showers  follow  each  other  rapidly,  making  it  quite  unpleasant 
for  the  people  who  are  gathered  here  to  attend  the  meetings.  It  is 
very  interesting  to  see  the  new  chapel  packed  full  of  comfortably 
dressed  natives  eagerly  listening  to  the  words  of  Scripture  and  to 
sound,  sensible  remarks  from  their  own  pastors  and  church-mem- 
bers. How  glorious  it  would  be  to  have  God's  Holy  Spirit  fall 
upon  them  in  showers  as  they  are  gathered  here!  Their  own 
hearts  would  be  fired  and  quickened;  and  they  would  go  home  to 
exert  an  influence  which  could  not  be  resisted.  But  "  God's  ways 
are  not  as  our  ways;  "  and  no  doubt,  in  his  great  wisdom,  he  sees 
we  are  not  ready  for  so  great  a  blessing.  Pray  that  we  all,  teach- 
ers and  taught,  may  be  drawn  nearer  to  him,  and  ourselves  made 
fit  temples  for  the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit:  thus  our  lives  shall 
not  be  spent  in  vain.  I  have  visited  the  Inanda  Falls  since  I  came 
here,  and  stood  beside  the  fall  itself, —  in  behind  the  flowing  water, 
on  a  shelf  of  rock.  I  am  told  that  they  are  three  hundred  feet  in 
height;  and  they  are  in  a  very  wild,  romantic  spot.  I  also  went 
into  a  very  large  cave  of  massive  rock,  about  halfway  down  the 
precipice.     It  was  a  long  climb,  but  well  repaid  the  trouble.  .  . 

I  am  hoping  to  commence  a  new  school-building  at  Umzumbi 
before  the  year  is  gone,  and  shall  hope  to  have  the  means  to  make 
it  attractive  and  comfortable.  When  it  is  done,  I  will  tell  you 
about  it.  I  wish  I  could  have  money  in  abundance  for  a  little 
while,  there  are  so  many  ways  in  which  I  need  it  to  use. 
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MEXICO. 
EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  FROM  MRS.  WATKINS. 

GUADALAJARA,  NOV.  12,  1875. 

Our  work  is  extending,  and  enlarging  its  borders.  Besides  Gua- 
dalajara, we  are  working,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  from  forty  to 
fifty  other  towns  and  villages;  and  "the  end  is  not  yet."  Well 
may  the  Catholics  fear  our  inroads,  and  threaten  us  with  every  evil, 
even  with  death  itself.     God  rules,  and  his  shall  be  the  victory. 

Our  church  here  numbers  ninety-one  members;  and  we  hope  on 
next  Christmas  to  receive  others  into  the  fold.  Very  few  of  our 
members  have  proved  unfaithful;  while  many  give  evidence  of  a 
rich  Christian  experience.  They  have  many  obstacles  to  surmount, 
and  are  sorely  persecuted;  but  they  remain  steadfast  in  the  truth 
that  has  set  them  free. 

One  of  our  members,  a  poor  man,  is  employed  by  the  church  as 
their  missionary  ;  and  he  walks  from  town  to  town,  and  from  vil- 
lage to  village,  selling  and  distributing  tracts,  papers,  Bibles,  and 
Testaments,  and  telling  the  people  of  the  way  of  salvation-.  His 
heart  is  wholly  enlisted  in  the  work;  and,  although  in  constant 
danger,  he  says,  "Christ  goes  before  me,  leading  the  way  :  why 
should  I  fear?" 

A  great  work  has  also  been  begun  in  Leon,  a  city  larger  than 
Guadalajara,  by  one  of  our  members,  also  a  poor  man.  He  has 
not  been  instructed  in  the  schools,  but  has  natural  shrewdness,  and 
has  been  enabled  to  do  much  since  being  enlightened  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  has  been  called  to  answer  for  the  hope  that  is  in  him 
by  the  archbishop,  one  of  the  most  fanatical  Catholic  rulers  in  the 
country.  He  answered  as  only  a  Christian  could  answer  ;  and  the 
archbishop,  though  accustomed  to  consider  the  poor  as  slaves, 
treated  him  like  a  gentleman.  Thus  Christianity  makes  itself  felt 
even  among  its  worst  enemies.  Pray  for  us,  that  the  good  seed 
may  bring  forth  yet  more  abundantly. 


LARKSPUR. 


bag  of  larkspur-seed  was  modestly  placed  upon  our  table,  in 
response  to  Mrs.  Cofiing's  request.  We  know  not  whom  to  thank 
for  it,  but  have  an  idea  that  it  came  from  Michigan,  and  hope  the 
good  example  will  be  followed. 
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YANKTON  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY   SOCIETY. 

[The  following  Report  having  come  too  late  for  use  at  Elyria,  we  give  it  a  place 
In  "  Life  and  Light."] 

At  the  Thanksgiving  festival  which  our  Mother  Board  holds 
this  year  at  Elyria,  in  the  home-bringing,  joy-ringing  month  of  all 
the  year,  many  of  her  daughters  will  be  gathered.  We  hope  that 
most  of  thern  will  be  there  ;  but  some  of  those  who  live  far  away 
will  not  be  able  to  go.  So  the  mother  will  expect  to  be  remem- 
bered by  such  with  a  letter  telling  of  their  welfare,  and  how  they 
have  prospered  during  the  year  just  past. 

This  Yankton  daughter  who  lives  "way  out  West,"  and  cannot 
go,  sends  greetings  most  cordial,  and  love  most  dear,  to  mother 
and  sisters. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  our  health  seems  firm,  and  that 
we  feel  sure  we  have  been  growing  quite  strong  the  year  past. 
Our  children  are  well ;  that  is,  most  of  them.  One  or  two  are 
rather  seriously  indisposed,  and  have  ' '  fallen  away  ' '  somewhat ; 
but  we  hope  they  are  out  of  danger,  and  will,  ere  long,  recover, 
and  enjoy  the  robust  health  characteristic  of  the  family. 

It  will  please  the  fondest  of  grandmothers  to  learn  that  the 
oldest  daughters  of  the  family  are  growing  in  grace  and  loveliness, 
and  are  adding  to  their  faith  all  those  things  which  the  Bible 
says  shall  make  them  ' '  not  unf ruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Our  number  has  been  increased  since  last  you  heard  from  us. 
The  family  missionary-box  has  been  opened,  and  the  receipts 
counted;  but,  as  some  members  have  yet  to  send  in  their  collections, 
we  are  unable  to  say  in  this  letter  how  much  has  been  gathered. 
We  hope  the  result  will  please  our  mother  when  it  reaches  her. 
If  our  benevolent-fund  seems  deficient  this  year,  you  will  recall 
last  winter's  suffering  in  consequence  of  the  grasshopper-raid,  fol- 
lowed by  a  spring  and  summer  of  suspense,  and  anxious  waiting 
for  returns  from  another  seed-sowing.  The  good  crops  of  the 
present  year  are  only  just  beginning  to  tell  upon  the  Territory. 

We  know  we  are  not  a  brilliant  family;  but  this  is  our  motto: 
If  we  must  "be  frugal  in  the  shows,"  let  us  "be  generous  in 
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the  substances  of  life."  Although  we  do  not  dress  so  finely  as 
our  sisters  who  live  in  the  cities,  we  hope  to  live  as  nobly. 

Our  social  monthly  gatherings  are  well  sustained,  we  think, 
because  of  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  that  is  full  of  interest.  The 
average  monthly  attendance  has  been  more  than  seventeen,  —  a 
gain  of  four  over  last  year;  and  "Life  and  Light"  counts  ten 
more  subscribers  than  last  year,  making  in  all  forty-one. 

Two  of  our  family  were  in  that  great  city,  Chicago,  Oct.  7,  and 
enjoyed  very  much  the  woman's  meeting. 

We  trust  that  some  of  the  inspiration  of  that  meeting  was 
brought  back  to  those  remaining  at  home.  An  intense  longing  to 
do  more  in  the  name  of  Christ  was  brought  back  to  the  Western 
home:  we  are  sure  of  that. 

On  their  way  to  their  homes  from  that  meeting,  we  had  the  honor 
of  greeting,  in  Yankton,  those  devoted  heroic  missionary  ladies, 
Mrs.  A.  L.  and  Mrs.  T.  L.  Biggs. 

We  believe  the  Indian  missions  which  they  represent  are  yet  to 
come  before  the  churches  with  a  power  of  appeal  for  sympathy  and 
help  which  shall  not  be  resisted,  although  they  be  now  the  most 
despised,  and  the  least  known,  of  all  missionary  fields.  May  God 
bring  the  day  quickly,  that  American  Christians  be  not  forever 

held  guilty!  S.  F.  W. 

i  ■ » 

WOMAN'S    MISSIONARY    MEETING    OF    EASTERN 
CONFERENCE,   MICHIGAN. 

In  response  to  a  call,  twice  issued  during  the  last  six  months,  to 
every  church  within  our  bounds  to  send  a  lady  to  our  missionary 
meeting,  whether  they  had  a  society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior,  or  not,  we  had  twenty-five  dele- 
gates from  nineteen  different  churches,  and  reports  from  three 
churches  that  could  not  send  delegates.  Alpena,  though  doing  so 
nobly,  is  shut  in  by  the  lakes  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Eight 
churches  out  of  thirty  in  this  conference  had  no  report,  except  from 
the  Vice-President  of  our  State  Branch,  who  has  charge  of  this 
conference,  and  has,  by  visit  or  correspondence,  learned  the  exact 
condition  of  every  church  in  relation  to  mission-work.  Our 
meeting  was  filled  to  overflowing.  An  account  of  all  the  mission- 
work  done  by  the  churches  was  given,  and  suggestions  of  what 
ought  to  be  done  added  for  consideration  in  the  evening.  The 
delegates  followed  with  reports  of  their  auxiliaries,  or  the  reasons 
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why  they  had  not  formed  societies.  Fears  and  discouragements 
were  talked  over,  and  talked  away.  Our  five  new  societies  were 
full  of  zeal;  and  the  older  ones,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  reported 
great  increase  of  interest. 

An  opportunity  was  then  given  Mrs.  Chandler  to  tell  us  about 
life  in  India,  which  she  did  effectively  for  half  an  hour. 

In  the  evening,  we  again  met,  at  half -past  six.  A  report  was 
given  of  the  last  afternoon  session  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Ely- 
ria,  when  children's  work  was  discussed  ;  also  Dr.  Clark's  letter, 
and  the  resolution  to  raise  thirty  thousand  dollars  the  coming 
year.     The  following  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  ladies  of  this  conference  heartily  approve  the 
recommendation  adopted  by  the  Board  of  the  Interior  at  its  last 
Annual  Meeting,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  through  new  auxiliaries, 
and  increased  percentage  in  giving,  to  raise  thirty  thousand  dollars 
the  coming  year. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  do  our  part  of  this  increased  giving, 
we  will,  in  addition  to  work  previously  undertaken,  adopt  Miss 
Pinkerton  as  our  conference-missionary,  believing  we  can  fully 
raise  her  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars." 

Some  of  the  wealthiest  churches  are  already  doing  all  they  can  ; 
the  First  Church  in  Detroit  being  pledged  for  five  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  to  the  "Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior. 
In  Armada,  every  female  in  the  church  and  congregation  belongs 
to  the  missionary  society.  Still  the  resolution  was  courageously 
adopted,  one  lady  saying,  "  I  will  add  five  dollars  to  my  subscrip- 
tion: "  others  said,  "We  will  go  home,  and  go  to  work  in  earnest.', 

It  was  decided,  that,  in  the  churches  where  they  cannot  keep  up 
an  organization,  on  account  of  their  being  scattered,  and  without 
pastors,  we  would  try  to  secure  a  yearly  collection  among  the 
ladies,  for  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior,  fully 
believing  that  these  feeble  churches  will  be  blessed  in  giving. 
Four  of  them  have  not  more  than  a  dozen  members. 

At  a  general  missionary  meeting  held  in  the  evening,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  Sunday  schools  should  take  up  collections  this 
month  to  pay  for  Miss  Pinkerton 's  horse,  the  First  Church,  Detroit, 
to  pay  one-fourth.  Several  ministers  immediately  said,  ' '  Put  our 
Sunday  school  down  for  five  dollars:  "  so  we  are  sure  it  will  all 
come.  M.  R.  E. 
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RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF     MISSIONS 
FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 

From:  Nov.  15,  to  Deo  15,  1875. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Belpre.— Aux.,  $21.60 ;  Cong.  S.S., 
$26.44,  for  support  of  pupil  in 
Miss  Porter's  school,  Mrs.  W. 
Armstrong,  Treas.,  $48  04 

Cleveland. — Plymouth  Ch.  Aux., 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Shipherd,  Treas., 

Gustavus.  — Aux., 

Kent.  —  Aux.,  Miss  H.  A.Con- 
verse, Treas., 

Mt.  Vernon. — Young  Ladies' Miss 
Soc.,  of  wh.  $7  is  to  complete 
share  in  Japan  Home, 

West  Farminqton.  — Aux.,  Miss 
E.  O.  Page,  Treas., 


39  00 
7  00 


15  00 


22  00 


Total, 
INDIANA. 


3  00 
$134  04 


Crawfordsville.  —  Centre  Ch. 
Pres.  S.  S.,  for  pupil  at  Ma- 
rash,  $40  00 


Total, 


$40  00 


MICHIGAN. 


Church'' s  Corners.  —  Aux.,  to  con- 
stitute* Mrs.  Joshua  Davis 
L.  M.,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Douglass, 
Treas.,  $25  00 

Morcnci.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Van 
Antwerp,  Treas.,  6  25 

Olivet. — Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Keyes, 
Treas.,  22  00 


Total,  $53  25 

ILLINOIS. 

Aurora.  —  New  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux., 
Miss  Fannie  IT.  Janes,  Treas.,  $23  50 

Chicago.—  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Patrick's  salary.  $30.00;  47  th- 
st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Pu- 
riugton,  Treas.,  $27.20,  57  80 

Mendota.  —  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  "W. 
Blakeslee,  4  00 

Oak  Park.  —  Aux.,  for  support 
of  school  at  Manissa,  MissHat- 
tie  M.  Sherman,  Treas.,  33  00 

Ontario. — Aux.,  for  pupil  in  Miss 
Porter's  school,  and  toward 
constituting  Miss  A.  B.  Par- 
sous  L.  M.,  Mrs.  L.  11.  Shedd, 
Treas.,  23  00 

Pent. —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Brew- 
ster, Treas  , 


Rod-ford.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for 
salary  of  Miss  Diament,  Mrs. 
H.  J.  Harding,  Sec, 


11  99 


21  10 


Total, 


$174  39 


WISCONSIN. 

Bcloit. — 1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  is  to  const.  Mrs.  George 
Bushnell  L.  M.,  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Chapin,  Treas.,  $44  00 

Delavan.  —  Aux.,  of  which  $12 
is  for  Bible-reader  in  Madura; 
$14  for  Japan  Home;  $48  for 
Mrs.  Coiting's  tours,  Mrs.  J. 
Collie,  Treas.,  74  00 

Fond  du  Lac.  —  Aux.,  for  Mrs. 
Coffing's  school,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Barber,  Treas.,  25  00 

Janesville.  —  Aux.,  for  Japan 
Home,  and  to  const.  Mrs.  H.W. 
Collins  E.  M.,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Col- 
lins, Sec,  25  00 

Menasha.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Rounds,  Treas.,  7  75 

Total,  $175  75 

IOWA. 

Dover.  —  Miss  Ellen  D.  Atkinson,  $1  00 
Neio  Hampton.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E. 

F.  Powers,  Treas.,  6  00 

Traer.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for  Japan 

Home,  Peter  Winch,  Treas.,       25  00 


Total, 


$32  00 


MINNESOTA. 

Minneapolis.  —  Plymouth  Ch.  S. 
S.,  of  which  $40  is  for  pupil  in 
Miss  Porter's  school,  $40  for 
support  of  Miss  Taylor  of  Ma- 
dura, D.  C.  Bell,  Treas.,  $80  00 

Winona.  —  Aux,,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Van  Duzee,  150  00 

Total,  $230  00 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis.  — W.  B.  M.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Anderson,  from  the 
Kansas  City,  Aux.,  $23.80 ;  Kid- 
der, Aux.,  $5;  North  Spring- 
field, Aux.,  to  complete  L.  M. 
ship  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Plumb,  $14, 
Mrs.  N.  R.  Collins,  Treas.,         $42  80 


Total, 

NEBRASKA. 

Columbus.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Phebe 

M.  Sparhawk, 
Fremont.  —  Mrs.  Heaton, 
Nebraska  City, 
Plymouth.— Mrs.  H.  Bates, 
Weeping  Water.  —  Aux., 

Total, 


$42  80 


$5  00 

50 

3  00 

50 

13  50 

$22  50 


Total,        $904  73 
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JAPAN. 
HISTOEICAL  SKETCH. 

NUMBER    ONE. 

Somewhat  more  than  halfway  round  the  world,  eastward,  scat- 
tered up  and  down  the  Pacific  coast  of  Asia,  between  the  parallels 
which  touch  Quebec  on  the  north  and  Florida  on  the  south,  are 
some  four  thousand  islands,  great  and  small,  which  compose  the 
empire  called  by  Marco  Polo  Zipangu  "  The  Sunrise  Kingdom," 
"  The  Beginning  of  the  Day,"  by  us  shortened  to  "  Japan."  The 
four  largest  of  these  islands  comprise  an  area  of  about  a  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  square  miles,  and  contain  a  population  estimated 
by  some  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  that  of  the  whole  United  States. 
Imagine  the  most  of  this  population  crowded  into  an  area  equal  to 
two  States  like  Minnesota,  cut  up  into  four  islands,  the  main  one 
a  narrow,  irregular  crescent,  eight  hundred  miles  from  point  to 
point,  its  convexity  lying  toward  the  south-east,  with  a  ridge 
of  mountains  rising  sharply  on  the  east,  sloping  more  gently  to  the 
western  side,  and  with  volcanic  peaks  here  and  there,  from  one- 
half  to  two  and  one-half  times  higher  than  Mount  Washington. 
On  or  near  the  harbors  of  these  island-coasts,  think  of  seventy 
cities  nestled,  none  having  a  population  of  less  than  twenty  thcu 
5  65 


66  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

sand;  while  Osaka,  Kioto,  and  Tokio,  the  ancient  Yeddo,  nearly 
correspond  in  population  to  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York. 

The  climate  is  like  that  of  our  own  Atlantic  coast,  though  less 
changeable,  and  varied  in  the  same  island  by  situation.  Snow 
seldom  remains  on  the  ground  more  than  twenty-four  hours  at 
Tokio,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  main  island;  while  north  of 
Kioto,  on  the  western  coast,  it  lies  for  weeks  at  a  depth  of  from 
six  to  ten  feet. 

The  mikado,  or  emperor  of  Japan,  traces  his  pedigree  back  to 
the  seventh  century  before  Christ.  For  twenty-five  centuries  his 
family  have  supplied  its  successive  rulers.  About  the  beginning  of 
the  eighth  century  A.D.,  the  necessity  of  controlling,  and  reducing 
to  subjection,  wild  tribes  in  the  northern  part  of  the  empire,  gave 
importance  to  the  military  arm  of  the  government;  while  at  the 
same  time  the  civil  officers  of  the  court  really  controlled  the  em- 
peror. This  opened  the  way  for  an  elevation  of  the  military  power, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  general  for  the  leadership  of  the  military 
class.  This  officer  was  called  "  Shogun;  "  and  step  by  step  he 
usurped  much  of  the  power  of  the  emperor.  He  erected  a  military 
capital;  and,  while  always  professing  allegiance  to  the  emperor,  he 
in  reality  governed  the  country.  Still  the  mikado  was  the  fountain 
whence  power  and  honor  must  be  derived,  and  always  remained 
the  emperor.  The  shogun  was  merely  one  of  the  barons  of  the  land, 
elevated  to  the  hereditary  primacy,  and  so  the  object  of  jealousy 
to  other  clans,  whose  ancestors  were  as  good  as  his,  and  who  had 
fought  for  the  prize  which  only  one  could  win. 

After  fearful  civil  wars,  the  greatest  character  in  Japanese  his- 
tory, Iyeyasu,  took  the  helm  of  government,  and,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century,  obtained  the  title  of  "  Shogun." 
In  his  family  the  dignity  remained;  and  for  nearly  two  hundred 
and  seventy  years  peace  rested  over  the  land.  The  system  of  the 
shogunate  was  perfected,  and  grew  so  strong,  that  the  emperor  and 
his  court  were  little  more  than  phantoms. 

Learning,  the  child  of  peace,  grew  apace;  and  here  was  the 
foundation  of  the  power  which  was  at  last  to  shake  the  shogun  from 
his  lofty  place. 

Both  secular  and  religious  learning  reached  a  high  development 
at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present. 
The  ancient  history  and  religion  of  the  country  were  favorite 
branches  of  study.  These  revealed  the  empty  pretensions,  and  the 
false  assumptions,  of  the  shogun,  and  turned  the  tide  of  sympathy. 
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among  the  educated  classes,  toward  a  restoration  of  the  emperor  to 
his  true  position,  and  the  revival  of  Shinto,  the  ancient  religion. 

In  time  the  scream  of  foreign  steam-whistles  had  penetrated 
Japanese  inlets ;  and  eighty-six  steamers  in  one  year  had  passed  in 
sight  of  Japanese  promontories.  In  1853  Commodore  Perry  steamed 
up  the  harbor  of  Yeddo  with  his  magnificent  fleet,  come  to  ask  pro- 
tection for  American  seamen,  and  a  harbor  for  refuge,  trade,  and 
supply,  for  the  United  States  Government.  That  was  the  first  of 
a  procession  of  seventeen  nations  knocking  at  the  doors  of  Japan. 

The  shogun  ventured  to  treat  with  these  outside  barbarians,  and 
ratified  the  treaty  as  the  ruler  of  Japan,  —  the  Tycoon,  or  great 
sovereign.  That  act  signed  his  death-warrant.  A  flash  of  indig- 
nation over  the  land,  at  his  presumption  towards  the  mikado,  and 
his  leniency  towards  the  "  barbarians,"  was  followed  by  the  por- 
tentous thunderings  of  war.  The  southern  clans  rose  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  mikado,  fortified  a  port,  fired  on  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  England,  France,  and  the  Netherlands.  They,  in  turn, 
bombarded  the  town,  demolished  the  fort,  and  took  an  indemnity 
of  three  million  dollars.  This  opened  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  and 
his  court.  They  who  had  lived  in  retirement,  and  never  in  their 
lives  seen  a  hated  foreigner,  now  trembled  at  the  unexpected  power 
of  those  who  rode  at  anchor  in  their  seas. 

A  few  months  witnessed  a  great  conversion.  The  emperor  lis- 
tened to  the  men  who  were  the  real  leaders  of  his  party,  who  urged 
a  consent  to  the  treaties,  an  audience  to  the  foreign  ministers,  and 
a  removal  of  the  capital  from  the  retired,  sacred  city  Kioto,  to 
Teddo,  the  real  political  centre. 

The  emperor  and  his  court  took  their  departure  from  the  place 
which  had  been  the  seat  of  government  for  twenty-five  centuries, 
and  removed  to  Yeddo,  which  he  renamed  Tokio,  the  eastern  capi- 
tal. Since  the  year  1868  the  natives  have  called  the  city  by  its 
new  name. 

Feudalism  was  seen  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  development  of 
modern  civilization.  In  1871  the  government  abolished  the  system, 
and  recalled  two  hundred  and  fifty  feudal  princes  from  their  lands, 
to  live  in  the  capital  as  private  gentlemen.  A  recent  writer 
describes,  as  one  of  the  most  impressive  of  all  his  life's  experiences, 
the  scene  in  the  immense  castle-hall  at  Fukiu,  when  the  Prince  of 
Echizen  bade  farewell  to  his  three  thousand  two-sworded  retainers, 
and  left  the  city,  amid  the  tears  and  smiles  and  loving  farewells  of 
the  populace,  to  be  henceforth  only  a  private  citizen. 


68  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

In  the  eight  years  of  its  existence,  the  new  government  has  abol- 
ished the  disabilities  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  people,  and  elevated 
them  to  citizenship;  has  built  railroads  from  Tokio  to  Yokohama, 
from  Kobe  to  Osaka,  and  surveyed  a  trunk-line  from  Kioto  to 
Tokio,  and  connected  itself,  by  telegraphic  cable,  with  San  Francisco. 

It  has  erected  eighteen  lighthouses  of  the  finest  kind  on  its 
promontories  and  dangerous  coasts,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  a  million 
dollars;  has  organized  a  navy  on  the  English  model,  with  iron-clads, 
men-of-war,  gunboats,  and  transports,  and  has  three  hundred  boys 
in  training  in  its  school-ships ;  has  a  thoroughly  organized  army, 
a  postal  service  based  on  the  American,  a  decimal-money  system,  a 
mint,  custom-houses,  and  national  banks.  It  sends  representatives 
to  each  of  the  five  great  European  powers,  to  Italy,  and  the  United 
States.  It  has  imported  German  professors  to  furnish  a  medical 
college,  which  has  already  three  hundred  students;  and  has  estab- 
lished an  imperial  university,  with  twenty-five  foreign  professors, 
and  six  hundred  students,  while  its  scheme  of  education  contem- 
plates eight  universities,  thirty- two  high  schools,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  grammar,  and  fifty-five  thousand  primary  schools. 

The  growth  of  Chicago  is  surpassed  by  that  of  Yokohama, 
twenty  years  ago  a  poor  little  fishing- village,  now  a  splendid  city 
of  more  than  fifty  thousand  souls.  A  native  press  has  sprung  up; 
translations  of  western  books  are  multiplied;  and  hundreds  of 
newspapers  are  published. 

This  hoary  ship  of  state  has  fairly  floated  out  upon  the  tide  of 
progress,  "  as  if,"  says  one,  "  Noah's  ark  had  been  equipped  with 
engines,  steam,  and  propellers." 

What  is  to  be  the  issue  of  so  momentous  a  movement?  Is  this 
impressible  race,  so  ready  to  acknowledge  the  mistakes  of  past 
ages,  so  eager  to  learn  the  best  lessons  of  modern  thought,  to  be 
left  all  dark  at  heart,  while  they  are  putting  on  these  outward 
habiliments  of  a  Christian  civilization  ?  These  cannot  save  them. 
All  experience  teaches,  that  civilization  without  Christianity  im- 
parts not  its  virtues,  but  its  vices,  to  heathenism. 

Americans  are  profiting  by  the  newly  awakened  life  in  that  land: 
they  are  filling  its  highest  posts  of  honor  and  of  influence  on  large 
salaries  :  they  are  reaping  golden  harvests  from  its  commerce. 
What  are  we  doing  to  send  them  the  gospel,  which  alone  can  give 
permanence  and  value  to  their  reforms  ? 

[The  above  article,  one  of  a  series  which  we  propose  to  give  on  Japan,  is  written 
by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  whom  we  are  very  happy  to  introduce  to  our  readers  as  the 
secretary  elect  of  our  new  department  of  work,  —  the  Bureau  of  Exchange.] 
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EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  MRS.  BAIRD. 

Monastib,  Sept.  22,  1875. 

While  we  cannot  see  much  fruit  from  our  labors,  yet  we  are 
sure  that  the  good  seed  is  taking  root  in  some  hearts.  Our  sab- 
bath audiences  are  not  large,  but  the  same  ones  come  every  time. 
As  the  work  for  individuals  usually  brings  good  results,  we  hope 
that  the  turning  of  these  few  will  result  in  each,  in  turn,  trying  to 
bring  in  another.  The  only  one  who  has  actually  joined  us  is  our 
servant  Vasilika,  of  whom  I  wrote  last  year.  She  was  received  to 
our  communion  last  May,  and  since  that  time  appears  to  be  really 
growing  in  the  Christian  life. 

While  we  were  absent  at  Samokov,  in  the  summer,  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  our  mission,  Vasilika  remained  to  care  for  the 
house.  She  had  plenty  of  time  to  go  around  to  visit  among  her 
acquaintances  and  others.  For  a  long  time  she  had  wanted  to 
talk  with  a  priest,  to  see  if  he  would,  or  could,  talk  on  religious 
matters,  according  to  the  Bible.  One  day  she  met  a  nun  on  the 
street,  who  began  to  reproach  her  for  having  changed  her  faith. 
Vasilika' s  reply  was,  — 

"  If  you  will  show  me  out  of  the  Bible  that  I  am  wrong,  I  will 
return  to  my  old  faith." 

"Come with  me  to  Priest  Nicola,"  said  the  nun;  "  and  he  will 
set  you  all  right." 

"  That  is  what  I  have  wished  for,"  said  Vasilika;  and  they 
went  together  to  the  priest.  On  reaching  his  house,  the  nun 
told  him,  in  Greek,  that  the  woman  had  been  living  with  the 
Protestants,  had  learned  to  read,  and  that  it  was  wrong  to  pray 
to  saints,  to  worship  images,  and  to  keep  fasts.  Then  Vasilika 
began,  — 

"  Father,  the  Protestants  say  that  we  must  not  worship  pictures. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  if  any  one  ever  saw  God  so  as  to  take  his 
picture." 

"  Moses  did,"  replied  the  priest. 

"But  the  Bible  says,  'No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time.' 
And  although  Moses  talked  with  God  as  a  friend  with  friend,  yet 
the  Lord  said,  '  My  face  cannot  be  seen. '  Now,  have  we  any  right 
to  make  a  picture  of  God  ?  ' ' 

"My  daughter,"  said  the  priest,  "once  there  was  an  emperor 
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in  Constantinople,  who  destroyed  all  the  holy  pictures  in  the 
churches.  One  picture,  however,  was  thrown  into  the  sea;  and 
the  waves  carried  it  to  Palestine,  where  some  monks  picked  it  up, 
and  took  it  to  Jerusalem,  and  hid  it  away  in  a  closet.  The  next 
morning,  they  found  it  on  the  outside  of  the  door;  and  it  said,  '  I 
am  to  be  worshipped,  not  to  be  hid  away.'  After  a  while,  an 
empress  came  to  the  throne,  and  she  replaced  the  pictures  in  the 
churches;  and  this  one  was  carried  back,  and  many  miracles  were 
performed  by  it." 

"I  have  heard  that  story  many  times,"  said  Vasilika.  "  But  I 
want  to  know  what  the  Bible  says  about  picture-worship." 

"  I  don't  know  what  the  Bible  says,"  answered  the  priest.  "  Get 
up  and  begone  !  I  don't  want  to  be  pestered  by  a  woman  about 
the  Bible.     Begone,  begone!  " 

Thereupon  she  departed;  but  the  priest  told  the  nun  that  that 
woman  needed  watching,  or  she  would  pervert  others.  Vasilika 
has  lost  her  confidence  in  the  priest's  knowledge.  "  I  went  to  him 
to  be  set  right,  if  I  was  wrong,"  said  she,  when  she  told  me  of  her 
visit ;  ' '  and  all  he  did  was  to  tell  me  that  foolish  story  about  that 
picture." 

The  priests  are  taken  from  the  most  ignorant  of  the  people:  in 
fact,  whoever  can  scrape  together  enough  money  to  pay  for  ordi- 
nation is  admitted  to  holy  orders.  They  can  scarcely  read  :  any 
sort  of  jumbled  words,  mumbled  very  fast,  answers  all  the  purpose; 
for  the  people  do  not  expect  to  understand  what  is  said.  The 
religion  is  Christian  only  in  name ;  for  Mary  and  the  saints  fill 
the  place  of  Christ,  who,  they  say,  came  to  earth  to  separate  the 
various  forms  of  belief  and  religion.  The  Greek  Church  is  spirit- 
ually dead ;  and  there  is  as  much  need  for  missionary  effort  here  as 
in  real  heathen  lands. 


CHINA. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  HARTWELL. 

We  give  below  some  experiences  in  village  work  near  Foochow, 
China,  contained  in  a  recent  letter  from  Mrs.  Hartwell  of  that 
mission. 

"  The  Chinese  are  so  huddled  together  in  the  villages,  and  are 
so  social,  that  we  often  find  them  very  frivolous  ;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  make  an  earnest  impression  on  a  part  of  any  company,  unless  all 
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are  moved.  Their  fear  of  others,  and  shame  of  being  singular,  is 
very  strong.  Lately  public  opinion  has  turned  in  our  favor,  which 
is  a  great  assistance  to  us;  but  we  need  help  from  above.  Old  men 
and  women  often  say  to  us,  '  Let  the  future  life  be  as  it  will,  we 
are  too  old  to  think  about  it; '  or,  '  I  have  lived  too  long.  I  only  long 
to  die.'  Then  there  is  such  wickedness  everywhere,  such  constant 
profanity!  In  one  yard  where  we  were  sitting,  the  other  day,  we 
overheard  a  man  saying  profane  words  to  a  lisping  babe ;  the  little 
one  repeating  them  over  after  him.  It  seemed  a  fearful  thing;  and 
it  was  a  sweet  contrast  that  night  to  hear  our  helper  say  to  his  lit- 
tle one,  '  Now  we  pray,'  and  to  hear  the  little  one  say  it  over. 

"  The  Chinese  have  no  barns,  either  for  grain  or  straw,  or  for 
pigs  or  chickens.  In  every  large  house  is  a  central  hall,  which  may 
be  called  a  parlor,  or  drawing-room.  All  the  other  rooms  are 
chambers  or  kitchens.  In  this  great  hall,  the  threshing  is  done  ; 
and  the  large  receptacles  for  grain  are  kept  in  it.  In  one  of  these 
rooms  we  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting  one  day.  Mr.  Hartwell, 
the  native  helper,  and  myself,  talked  familiarly  with  the  forty  or 
fifty  men,  women,  and  children  who  had  gathered  to  listen  to  us; 
and  it  was  very  pleasant  to  see  them  appear  so  well  as  they  stood 
about  in  the  midst  of  the  straw  and  grain.  These  parlors  are 
social  places,  although  the  people  have  no  money  to  spend  in  orna- 
ments or  pictures.  To  get  enough  to  eat  is  of  the  first  and  last 
importance  to  these  poor  country-people.  One  woman  said  to  me, 
"  '  Your  country  is  very  rich.' 

u  '  It  is  because  we  worship  the  living  God,'  I  replied,  '  while 
you  worship  idols  without  life.  You  are  afraid  of  a  thousand  things 
that  we  do  not  fear  at  all.  Christ  sets  his  people  free;  and,  '  if  we 
are  true  Christians,  all  we  fear  is  lest  we  should  do  wrong.' 

"  '  Are  all  the  people  in  your  country  Christians  ?  '  she  asked. 

'"No;  but  we  have  no  idols.  The  natural  heart  of  man  is  averse 
to  God,  so  that  we  must  be  converted;  but  there  are  a  great  many 
good  people  in  our  country.'  Then  I  went  on  to  tell  them  of  the 
ladies  who  contribute  money  to  send  the  gospel  to  them. 

"  I  do  think,  if  you  in  America  could  visit  with  me,  you  would  be 
delighted  to  see  what  an  interesting  field  of  labor  we  have.  I  am 
very  sure  you  would  redouble  your  efforts  to  aid  in  planting  the 
gospel  in  this  region.  They  need  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  oh,  so 
much  !  Dear  friends,  will  you  pray  every  day  for  these  poor 
women  ?" 
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figfrt  of  %  Watte. 

Light  for  the  Gentiles  —  light! 
On  those  in  deepest  night 

Let  light  arise! 
O  Sim  of  righteousness ! 
Send  thy  bright  beams  to  bless; 
Pity  their  helplessness; 

Open  their  eyes. 

Light  for  the  nations  —  light! 
Rise  in  thy  glorious  might, 

Saviour  divine  ; 
Unloose  sin's  icy  bands; 
Lift  up  the  feeble  hands: 
Soon  may  the  heathen  lands 

Be  wholly  thine. 

For  heathen  women  light! 
On  -whom  sin's  deadly  blight 

Hopelessly  lies. 
From  dark  zenana  halls, 
In  Afric's  loathsome  kraals, 
'Mid  Turkish  harem  walls, 

Hear  their  sad  cries. 

Light  for  thy  handmaids  —  light! 
All  weakness  in  thy  sight, 

We  come  to-day, 
Gathered  from  far  and  near : 
Give  us  the  listening  ear 
Thy  guiding  voice  to  hear,  — 

Hear  and  obey. 

Light  for  thy  handmaids  —  light! 
Lord,  make  our  pathway  bright; 

Do  thou  us  lead; 
Grant  that  our  hands  ne'er  tire; 
With  faith  our  hearts  inspire; 
Oh !  give  us  tongues  of  fire 

Thy  cause  to  plead. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Eighth  Anniversary  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  was 
observed  in  Park- street  Church,  Boston,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day, the  4th  and  5th  of  January,  1876.  Delegates  were  present 
from  a  large  number  of  distant  auxiliaries,  who,  with  members 
and  friends  from  the  vicinity,  nearly  filled  the  church. 

The  President,  Mrs.  Albert  Bowker,  opened  the  meeting  at  ten, 
a.m.,  by  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  called  upon  Mrs.  Thompson 
of  Hartford  to  offer  prayer.  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
by  the  Recording  Secretary;  and  the  Annual  Report  was  rendered 
by  Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt. 

Mrs.  Bates,  Treasurer,  reported  receipts  for  the  year  as  fol- 
lows:— 

General  Fund $53,096.78 

Constantinople  Home 14,634.06 

Life  and  Light       .        .        .       .        .        .        .  6,915.24 

Publications 212.85 

Total $74,858.93 

Missionary  letters  were  read  by  Mrs.  D.  C.  Scudder,  and  some 
facts 1  communicated  in  regard  to  the  Constantinople  Home,  of 
which  not  the  least  in  importance  was  the  announcement,  that  the 
entire  sum  of  $58,000  ($50,000  in  gold)  had  been  provided.  An 
interesting  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Harpoot,  in 
which  she  adverted  to  the  progress  of  female  education  in  Turkey, 
and  the  social  and  moral  elevation  connected  with  it.  From  a 
small  and  humble  beginning,  their  schools  had  increased  in  num- 
bers and  influence,  and  the  standard  of  scholarship  so  much  ele- 
vated as  to  rank  some  of  them  with  schools  at  home.  At  a  recent 
examination  in  Harpoot  Seminary,  a  composition  was  read  on  the 
"  Responsibility  of  Woman,"  which  was  good  enough  for  Mount 
Holyoke ;  and,  better  than  all,  it  is  a  fact,  that  scarcely  a  pupil  goes 
out  from  them  who  is  unconverted.     Mrs.  Wheeler  dwelt  with 

1  To  be  published  hereafter. 
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much  earnestness  upon  the  need  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  their 
work,  and  desired  that  prayer  for  this  might  be  offered  continually. 

AFTERNOON. 

* t  Songs  of  praise  and  glad  thanksgiving  ' '  were  the  opening  notes 
of  the  afternoon  session:  these  were  followed  with  prayer,  offered 
by  Mrs.  Freeland  of  Newton.  After  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  Mrs.  Bowker  introduced  Mrs.  Minerva  B.  Norton 
of  Wisconsin,  as  representing  the  Board  of  the  Interior,  and  Sec- 
retary elect  of  the  proposed  Bureau  of  Exchange.  Mrs.  Norton 
presented  the  ' '  affectionate  greetings  and  cordial  congratulations  ' ' 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  and  spoke  of 
the  difficulties  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  work  in  the 
vast  region,  which  included  ten  States  and  several  Territories. 
"  From  small  and  scattered  rills,  the  stream  of  benefaction  gathers 
volume  slowly;  yet  they  stand  pledged  to  the  endeavor  to  raise 
thirty  thousand  dollars  the  present  year  (an  advance  of  fifty  per 
cent) ;  and  they  are  bravely  and  faithfully  at  work  in  the  fulfilment 
of  their  resolution. ' ' 

RRPORTS   OF   BRANCHES. 

In  the  absence  of  a  delegate  from  the  Philadelphia  Branch, 
a  letter  was  read  by  Miss  Child  from  Miss  Anna  P.  Halsey,  Secre- 
tary. Two  auxiliaries  have  been  added  to  the  branch  the  last  year; 
and  others  report  new  members.  Their  mission-circles  are  zealous- 
ly affected  in  the  cause,  resorting  to  various  plans  to  enlarge  their 
receipts,  while  they  are  persistent  in  their  endeavor  to  enlist  every 
child  as  a  contributor.  The  last  Annual  Meeting  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
was  the  largest  ever  held. 

Mrs.  Prudden,  Secretary  of  the  New-Haven  Branch,  reported 
ninety-one  auxiliaries  and  fifty- three  mission-circles;  twenty  of 
each  having  been  added  during  the  year.  Fifty-four  churches 
remain  without  organizations :  in  these,  much  labor  has  been  per- 
formed, with  more  or  less  hopeful  results.  Members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  attend  to  special  county  work.  They  report,  by 
letter  or  in  person,  each  month;  and  some  one  of  them  is  an  invited 
guest  at  the  monthly  meetings  in  New  Haven.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  branch  agree  to  hold  an  annual  meeting  in  each 
county.  Two  of  these  have  occurred,  with  happy  results.  The 
entire  payment  of  the  Rutland  pledge  is  a  part  of  last  year's  labor. 
When  the  President  pledged  the  branch  for  ten  thousand  dollars, 
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it  was  a  bolder  launching  of  the  bark  of  faith  than  many  knew. 
She  was  not  encouraged  to  do  this  by  a  single  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  It  was  a  moment  of  thrilling  interest,  never  to  be 
forgotten,  when  she  appealed  to  the  ladies  of  New  Haven  for  their 
sanction.  Almost  reverently  the  sanction  was  given,  as  to  an  in- 
spired impulse.  It  would  have  been  done,  had  the  amount  been 
even  larger;  and,  had  it  been  $12,675,  it  would  have  been  redeemed, 
as  it  came  as  a  divine  command  to  go  forward.  It  would  not  be 
wise  to  repeat  such  an  experiment;  but  the  branch  is  pledged  to 
faithful,  diligent  effort  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  coming  year. 

Miss  Pease,  Secretary  of  the  Vermont  Branch,  reported  the 
formation  of  twelve  auxiliaries  and  thirteen  mission-circles,  mak- 
ing the  whole  number  of  organizations  ninety-two.  Fifty  life- 
members  have  been  added  during  the  year ;  and  the  receipts  have 
reached  $3,822,  an  excess  over  the  previous  year  of  $1,621.  Sys- 
tematic giving  has  been  especially  encouraged  ;  and  the  envelope 
system  meets  with  much  favor. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson,  Secretary  of  the  Rhode  Island  Branch,  re- 
ported thirty-one  auxiliaries,  twelve  of  which  are  mission-circles. 
The  latter  are  their  strongest  helpers.  The  "Willing  Hands" 
have  contributed  since  their  organization,  three  years  since,  nearly 
six  hundred  dollars  :  another  has  considerably  exceeded  this  amount. 
Both  these  circles  are  now  busily  at  work,  preparing  clothing  for 
missionary  families,  and  for  the  pupils  at  the  Dakota  Home.  Re- 
ceipts for  the  year  have  been  $3,003.22  :  of  this,  $751  were  con- 
tributed by  mission-circles.  New  life-members  number  twenty, 
making  a  total  of  fifty -one. 

Mrs.  Fenn,  President  of  the  Maine  Branch,  reported  thirty- 
four  auxiliaries  and  twenty-nine  mission- circles  ;  this  part  of  the 
work  engaging  much  attention.  Receipts  for  the  year  have  been 
$2,764.27,  with  the  addition  of  twenty-four  new  life-members. 
Much  interest  is  felt  in  the  monthly  prayer-meetings,  whose  object 
is  specific  prayer  for  their  foreign  work,  as  well  as  for  increased 
interest  at  home.  An  effort  is  made  to  introduce  "The  Well- 
Spring  "  into  all  sabbath  schools  ;  their  great  hope  for  the  future 
being  in  interesting  the  children. 

Mrs.  Knight,  Secretary  of  the  New  Hampshire  Branch,  re- 
ported increase  in  the  number  of  auxiliaries,  ten  having  been  formed 
during  the  year,  increase  in  contributions,  these  having  more  than 
doubled,  increase  of  intelligence,  interest,  and  sympathy  with  the 
missionary  work.     The  finishing  and  furnishing  of  the  schoolroom 
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at  the  Constantinople  Home,  at  a  cost  of  twelve  hundred  dollars, 
has  been  a  favorite  object.  Most  of  the  amount  has  been  taken 
by  desks,  some  of  which  have  a  history  of  their  own,  and  are  the 
memorials  of  dear  departed  ones,  or  thank-offerings  for  special 
mercies.  Their  mission-circles  make  up  in  efficiency  what  they 
lack  in  numbers,  and  have  done  nobly.  The  Branch  is  pledged 
for  increase  in  organization,  feeling  that  organized  work  is  more 
intelligent,  more  effective,  and  permanent  than  any  other. 

Mrs.  Hooker,  PresideDt  of  the  Springfield  Branch,  reported 
twenty-four  auxiliaries  and  twenty  mission-circles.  The  progress 
of  interest  among  the  children  has  been  their  greatest,  and  per- 
haps their  most  hopeful  work.  There  are  indications  of  speedy 
additions  to  the  number  of  auxiliaries  from  their  own  county, 
while  seed  has  been  sown  in  Franklin  and  Hampshire  Counties, 
with  promise  of  favorable  results.  Their  meetings  of  conference 
and  prayer  have  been  marked  by  especial  interest,  and  have  been 
greatly  blessed.     Receipts  for  the  year  $2,877.64. 

Mrs.  Brownell,  Secretary  of  the  Hartford  Branch,  reported 
the  addition  of  five  auxiliaries  and  five  mission-circles  during  the 
year.  Much  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  mission-circles,  one  of 
them  alone  having  contributed  five  hundred  dollars,  raised  by  a 
fair  and  spelling-match.     Receipts  for  the  year  $2,290. 

Mrs.  Brown,  Secretary  of  the  Canadian  Branch,  said  that  an 
impetus  had  been  given  to  their  general  work  during  the  past  year. 
Living  in  a  foreign  land,  they  were  somewhat  privileged,  and  con- 
tributed to  various  missionary  objects.  They,  still  sustain  Miss 
Howland  in  Ceylon,  and  support,  in  part,  the  school  at  Madura, 
India,  in  which  they  have  felt  increased  interest  since  their  acquain- 
tance with  Mrs.  Chandler,  its  former  teacher. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Hutchison,  of  the  New  London  County  Branch, 
reported  its  organization  in  June  last,  with  fourteen  auxiliaries. 
At  a  semi-annual  meeting  held  in  November,  the  number  had  in- 
creased to  seventeen,  and  two  have  since  been  added.  Six  hundred 
dollars  have  already  been  collected,  with  six  new  life-members. 

Mrs.  Holbrook,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Branch, 
reported  its  formation  in  October,  with  representatives  from  seven- 
teen auxiliaries.  The  earnestness  and  determination  with  which 
the  work  was  inaugurated  encourage  the  hope  of  a  vigorous  growth. 

Mrs.  Gladwin,  secretary  pro  tern.,,  reported  the  organization  of 
Worcester  County  Branch,  on  the  30th  of  December,  with 
twenty-two  auxiliaries.     The  county  being  large,  it  was  divided 
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into  seven  districts  with  a  secretary  for  each,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  promote  interest  in  the  towns  allotted  to  her  division.  Other 
committees  were  appointed,  and  plans  matured,  giving  promise  of 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work. 

CONFERENCE   ASSOCIATIONS. 

Middlesex  Conference,  formed  October,  1874.  Mrs.  Richard- 
son,  President,  reported  fourteen  auxiliaries  and  eight  mission- 
circles.  Nine  of  the  auxiliaries  hold  regular  monthly  or  quarterly 
meetings  ;  and  in  many  of  the  mission-circles  there  is  much  activ- 
ity and  enthusiasm,  the  children  setting  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation  by  their  elders.     Receipts  for  the  year  $1,140.26. 

South  Essex,  Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain,  Secretary,  was  formed 
eight  months  since,  including  fourteen  auxiliaries.  They  support 
the  school  in  Bitlis  under  the  care  of  the  Misses  Ely,  a  native 
teacher  at  Marsovan,  Miss  Pierce,  missionary  at  Aintab,  a  Bible- 
reader  in  North  China,  besides  scholarships  at  various  stations. 

North  Essex,  Miss  M.  T.  Fiske,  Secretary,  organized  last  May. 
Twelve  churches  of  the  conference  are  represented  by  eight  aux- 
iliaries, which  are  in  a  nourishing  condition,  sending  to  the  Board 
one  thousand  dollars  annually.  At  a  meeting  held  in  October,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  form  societies  in  other  churches  of  the 
conference. 

Norfolk,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Chapin,  President,  was  organized  May  19. 
Quarterly  meetings,  addressed  by  missionaries,  were  held  in  June 
and  October;  and  it  is  hoped  that  many  additions  will  be  made 
known  at  the  next,  to  be  held  in  January. 

Barnstable,  Miss  Hoxie,  Vice-President,  was  formed  in  June 
last,  with  nine  auxiliaries  and  one  mission-circle.  Plans  have  been 
entered  upon  designed  to  bring  every  church  into  connection  with 
the  association  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  conference. 

Pilgrim,  Mrs.  Allen,  Secretary.  At  a  meeting  of  conference, 
held  last  October,  an  association  was  organized  to  promote  an 
interest  in  their  churches  in  behalf  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions;  and  a  lady  from  each  church  was  appointed  as  an  agent 
to  secure  this,  and  to  assist,  if  possible,  in  forming  an  auxiliary. 
Some  progress  has  already  been  made;  and  future  prospects  are 
encouraging. 

A  paper  on  "  Personal  Responsibility  "  1  was  presented  by  Mrs. 

1  To  be  published  in  Life  and  Light. 
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Lemuel  Gulliver,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer,  offered  by 
Mrs.  Hooker  of  Springfield. 

WEDNESDAY. 

Like  the  experience  of  former  years,  the  morning  hour  spent  in 
conference  and  prayer  in  Park-street  Vestry  was  felt  to  be  one  of 
the  most  hallowed  of  all;  and  its  sacred  influence  was  prolonged, 
as  devotional  exercises  were  resumed  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting 
in  the  church,  at  half -past  ten,  a.m. 

Reading  a  short  Scripture-lesson,  Mrs.  Bowker  spoke  of  the 
constraining  love  of  Christ,  and  inquired,  "Where,  in  view  of 
the  much  work  waiting  for  us  to  do,  can  we  find  a  stronger  motive 
to  its  performance  than  in  the  words  of  the  apostle,  *  Forasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things  as 
silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ '  ?  " 

After  prayer  by  Mrs.  Cowles  of  Ipswich,  a  paper  was  read  by 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt,  on  "Financial  Obligations  to  the  Foreign 
Work."1  The  paper  produced  a  marked  effect,  and  elicited  a 
spirited  discussion,  opened  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Anderson,  who  heartily  in- 
dorsed the  paper,  and  said  that  the  missionary  work  had  always 
been  progressive,  and  had  constantly  advanced,  notwithstanding 
all  the  obstacles  in  its  way.  She  saw  no  alternative  but  to  go 
forward.  Mrs.  Chandler  of  -India  remarked,  that,  if  retrenchment 
must  be  made,  she  hoped  the  Woman's  Board  would  take  the 
responsibility  of  saying  where  it  must  be  done.  They  had  been 
waiting  twenty  years  in  Madura  for  opportunities  which  were  but 
just  now  opening  before  them;  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  mission- 
aries to  say  which  shall  be  given  up.  On  motion  of  Mrs.  Steven- 
son of  Montreal,  the  paper  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting 
of  Mrs.  Knight  of  New  Hampshire,  Mrs.  Prudden  of  New  Haven, 
and  Mrs.  Brown  of  Montreal. 

Miss  Andrews  of  China  then  addressed  the  meeting,  describ- 
ing the  homes  of  China,  and  the  degraded  condition  of  the  women, 
who  have  really  nothing  to  live  for.  A  girl  can  only  look  forward 
to  marriage ;  and  if  her  husband  gives  her  food  and  raiment,  and 
does  not  beat  her,  she  is  satisfied.  Their  work  in  China  had  been 
full  of  beautiful  beginnings,  which,  she  doubted  not,  would  be 
followed  by  happy  results.  Miss  Andrews  concluded  with  a  word 
to  young  ladies:  "  If  the  Lord  calls  you  to  the  foreign  field,  do  not 
think  you  are  called  to  a  sacrifice.     It  costs;  but  it  pays.     It  is  a 

1  To  be  found  in  the  February  number  of  Life  and  Light. 
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blessed  work :  do  not  be  afraid  to  go.  The  Lord  God  does  keep 
his  promise,  and  gives  the  hundred-fold." 

A  note  was  here  read  from  the  directors  of  the  Woman's  Baptist 
Missionary  Society,  conveying  their  cordial  Christian  salutation  to 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  with  the  assurance  of  their 
prayers  for  the  continued  blessing  of  the  Lord. 

A  motion  was  made  that  these  greetings  be  returned,  which  was 
carried  by  a  rising  vote^ 

Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  proprietors  of  Park-street 
Church  for  the  use  of  their  building,  and  to  the  ladies  of  Boston 
for  hospitality;  and  the  meeting  closed  with  the  Doxology. 

A  business-meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  Thursday  morning, 
Jan.  6.  Delegates  were  present  from  branches,  conference  asso- 
ciations, and  auxiliaries.  At  this  meeting  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  paper  on  ' '  Financial  Obligations  to  the  Foreign 
Work  "  reported  by  Mrs.  Helen  C.  Knight,  Chairman,  in  favor  of 
its  adoption.  Mrs.  Knight  said  that  we  are  already  committed  to 
an  increasing  work.  Entering  the  centennial  year  of  national  and 
church  life  with  a  new  consecration,  we  recommend  earnestly,  and 
pledge  ourselves  formally  to,  a  progressive  work.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

PUBLIC   MEETINGS. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuesday  a  public  meeting  of  great  interest 
took  place  in  Park-street  Church.  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson  of  the 
Highlands  presided;  and  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  S.  Wells 
Williams  of  China,  Mr.  George  A.  Ford  of  Syria,  Rev.  H.  H. 
Leavitt  of  Japan,  Dr.  Calhoun  of  Syria,  and  Rev.  S.  E.  Herrick 
of  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Boston.     Benediction  by  Dr.  R.  Anderson. 

The  usual  Children's  Meeting1  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of 
Wednesday  with  the  customary  throng  of  young  people,  whose 
enthusiasm  gave  cheering  promise,  that,  in  a  few  years  more,  these 
warm  youthful  hearts  will  move  strong  hands  to  the  actual  build- 
ing of  the  "  Missionary  Arch." 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Copp,  Rec.  Sec. 


Among  the  pleasant  side  issues  of  the  meeting  was  the  prevail- 
ing feeling  expressed  at  the  social  gatherings  that  the  centennial 
year  should  be  a  season  of  special  effort  for  the  W.  B.  M.  Who 
will  send  extra  centennial  offerings  ? 

1  A  full  report  may  be  found  in  No.  7  of  the  Well-Spring. 
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ARRIVALS. 

Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor,  returning  to  her  field,  arrived  at  Aintab, 
Oct.  25,  and  Miss  Hattie  G.  Powers  at  Manissa,  Nov.  19. 

Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams  and  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons  arrived  at  the 
Constantinople  Home,  Dec.  3.  Mrs.  A.  N.  Andrus  and  Miss  Cla- 
rissa H.  Pratt  were  also  of  the  party,  on  their  way  to  Mardin. 

Miss  F.  A.  Stevens  and  Miss  J.  E.  Wheeler  arrived  at  Kobe, 
Japan,  Nov.  25,  after  rather  a  rough  passage  from  San  Francisco. 
Miss  Wheeler  writes,  "We  found  our  Kobe  friends  were  waiting 
their  annual  Thanksgiving  for  us;  and  the  next  day  we  had  a 
grand  family  gathering  at  the  Home  in  Kobe,  twenty-five  of  us 
entertained  by  Misses  Talcott  and  Dudley.  I  do  not  believe  any 
family  in  the  home  land  was  any  happier  than  we,  as  we  gathered 
around  the  table,  and  sang  the  grand  old  Doxology.  The  Japanese 
girls  at  the  Home  seemed  to  enjoy  it  very  much,  and  served  at  the 
table  as  gracefully  and  quietly  as  we  could  wish." 

Miss  Mary  S.  Williams,  whose  impaired  health  obliges  her  return 
to  this  country  for  rest,  arrived  in  New  York,  Jan.  13.  She  went 
directly  to  her  friends  in  Elyria,  O. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


The  Woman's  Board  have  assumed  the  support  of  the  following 
married  ladies,  —  Mrs.  C.  E.  Schaufiler  of  the  Austrian  Mission; 
Mrs.  Ellen  C,  Baird  of  Monastir,  European  Turkey;  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Raynolds  of  Van,  Eastern  Turkey;  and  Mrs.  Emily  De  Riemer  of 
Chavagacherry,  Ceylon. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Twenty  Years  among  the  Mexicans.  A  Narrative  of  Mis- 
sionary Labor.  By  Miss  Melinda  J.  Rankin.  Cincinnati :  Chase 
&  HaU,  pp.  214.     Price  ftl.25.1 

The  Romance  op  Missions  ;  or,  Inside  Views  of  Life  and 
Labor  in  the  Land  of  Ararat.  By  Miss  Maria  A.  West.  A.  D.  F. 
Randolph  &  Co.     New  York.     Duodecimo,  pp.  710.     Price  I2.50.1 

It  has  been  suggested  that  one  of   the  best  ways  for  branch 

i  Both  books  may  be  obtained  at  the  rooms  of  the  "Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
No.  1,  Congregational  House,  Boston.  Of  the  Romance  of  Missions,  we  will  add, 
that  a  suggestion  has  come  to  us  from  Miss  West,  that  the  boys  and  girls  in  our 
mission-circles  shall  act  as  agents  for  the  sale  of  it ;  and  she  promises  twenty-five 
cents  premium  for  every  copy  sold. 
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societies  to  diffuse  much  needed  information  on  missions  is  the 
establishment  of  missionary  libraries,  and  the  circulation  of  books 
among  auxiliaries,  as  far  as  practicable.  We  feel  sure  that  no 
better  beginning  can  be  made  for  one  of  these  libraries  than  by 
procuring  the  two  books  by  lady  missionaries  recently  published. 

"  Twenty  Years  among  the  Mexicans  "  is  a  simple  record  of  what 
one  New-England  woman  was  able  to  accomplish  among  a  bigoted 
and  ignorant  people.  Overcoming  almost  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles, by  her  own  persistent  efforts  she  established  churches  and 
schools,  counted  hundreds  of  converts  to  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  scattered  the  word  of  God  through  a  large  extent  of  territory. 

"  The  Romance  of  Missions  "  is  a  much  larger  book,  and  its  title 
has  a  pleasant  sound.  We  are  familiar  with  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships of  missionary  life,  and  often  hear  of  its  compensations  ;  but 
we  are  told  that  its  romance  has  long  since  passed  away,  and  that 
only  those  who  can  bear  severe  labor  and  privations  should  under- 
take such  a  life.  Yet,  from  her  rich  experience  of  eighteen  years 
in  the  Turkish  empire,  Miss  West  has  drawn  a  series  of  lifelike 
pictures  and  sketches,  showing  the  marvellous  changes  wrought  by 
the  gospel,  that  have  much  of  the  element  cf  romance.  Those 
who  have  heard  her  thrilling  narratives  in  our  public  meetings  will 
not  need  a  second  invitation  to  possess  them  in  this  permanent 
form,  and  all  will  surely  be  interested  in  this  story  of  what  a 
woman  has  done  for  her  sex  in  Oriental  lands. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  Dec.  18  to  Deo.  31.  1875. 


MES.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Francestown.  —  Cong.  S.   S.,  two 

little  boys,  $1  00 

Greenfield.  —  Mr.  Elijah  Tuttle,        2  00 


Total, 

VERMONT. 


$3  00 


Brattleboro' .  —  Miss  Emma  Dut- 
ton's  S.  S.  CI.,  to  const,  her  a 
L.  M.,  $27  00 

Bcyalton.  —  Children's  Christmas 
offering,  1  40 

Total,.         $28  40 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Auburndale.  —  Aux.,  $8  25 

6 


Beverly.  —  "  Centre ville  Mission 
Band  "  for  pupil  at  Harpoot,     $40  00 

Boston,  East.  — ' '  Maverick  Rill," 
towards  Japan  Home, 

Boston  Highlands. — "Walnut  Ave. 
Ch.  Aux., 

Cambridge.  —  "  Shepard  Band 
of  Little  Workers,"  pupil  Mrs. 
Edwards's  sch. 

Chelsea.  —  MissR.  P.  Reed's  S.  S. 
CI.,  B.  R.  Mahratta,  $30;  Gracie 
B.  Allen's  Miss'y  Bank,  $4.54, 

Dorchester.  —  Miss  C.  William- 
son, 

East  Falmouth.  — Aux., 

Edgartoion.— Cong.  S.  S.  towards 
an  out-station  sch.  at  Mardin, 

Ho! den.  —  Miss  Martha  Moore, 

Longmeadow. — Aux.,  pupil  Sivas, 


17  10 
44  00 


30  00 


34  54 

1  40 
7  36 

14  00 
1  50 

35  00 
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Melrose.  —  Aux. ,  add'l,  $3  00 

Monterey .  —  A  ux . ,  2  50 

Natick.  —  Mrs.  S.  E  Hammond.    50  00 
Quincy.  —  Aux.,    pupil    Dakota 

Home,  50  00 

Stoclcbridge.  —  Mrs.  Wm.  Whit- 
ney, 2  00 
South  Deerfield.  —  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  by  a  friend  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.    Charles    Arms,  towards 
saPy  Miss  Wheeler,  Japan,         75  00 
Wareliam.  —  "  Merry  Gleaners,"    56  00 
Wellfleet.  — Aux.,  6  00 
JVilliamsfown.  —  Aux.,                     62  20 
IFinchendon.  —  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25 
by    Mrs.  O.  Mason   to   const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Calista  C.  Brown; 
$25  legacy  from  Mrs.    James 
Wilson  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Parker;   $55  for  pupils  in 
Miss  Farnham's  sch.),                 105  00 
Woburn  —  "  Woburn  Workers," 
pupil  Miss  Townshend's  sch.,        20  00 


Total,        $664  85 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Amherst.  —Aux.,  of  wh.  $67.35  to 

complete  dormitory,  $118  80 

Boston,  East.  —  "  Maverick  Rill," 

picture  name,  C.  Home,  5  00 

Gloucester.  —  Aux..  35  00 

Milford.—  "  Busy  Bees,"  50  00 

Westboro\  —  "  Willing  Helpers," 
to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  E.  W. 


Clarke,  Miss  Louise  E.  Forbes, 

Miss  Sara  C.  Claflin,  $75  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Columbia.  —  A  few  ladies,  $6  00 

Total, 


Flushing,  L.L 
De  Riemer, 


NEW  YORK. 

,  — Aux.,  for  Mrs. 
Total, 

MICHIGAN. 


$6  00 


$100  00 
$100  00 


Howell.  —  Presb.  S.  S 
pupil  in  Bitlis, 


towards 


$20  75 
Total,  $20  75 

MINNESOTA. 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

East    Claremont.  —  Mrs.    S.    S. 
Dodge,  for  shelf  in  library,       $10  00 


General  Funds, 

$823  00 

C.  Home  Building-Fund, 
"  Life  and  Light," 

293  80 

719  98 

Weekly  Pledge, 

20  60 

Leaflets, 

41 

Total, 


$2,053  13 


Receipts  from  Jan.  1,  to  Jan.  18,  1876. 


MaineBranch.  —  Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Machias.  Aux., 
$6.75;  Sumner,  three  ladies, 
$1.85;  Waterford,  Aux.,  with 
prev.  contri.  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Amos  Flint,  $10;  Skow- 
hegan,  Aux.,  $12;  Phipsburg, 
•'Humming-Birds,"  $5;  Mrs. 
H.  S.  Loring,  $2;  Portland, 
High-st.  Ch.,  six  Mission-Cir- 
cles, $54.43;  Madioon,  Aux., 
$10;  Deering,  Aux.,  $11,  $113  03 

Bath.  —  Mr.  Henry  E.  Palmer,         50  00 
Norway.  —  Emma    F.    Holt's 
Miss'y  Box,  1  00 

Total,        $164  03 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Nero  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas., 
Campton,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Martha  L. 
Pulsifer,  $32;  Francestown, 
Aux.,  add'l,  $5.30;  Raymond, 
Aux.,  add'l,  $2;  New  Ipswich, 
Aux.,  $18;  Cornish,  Aux.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  James  T. 
Jackson,  $25;  Deny,  "May- 
Flower    Circle,"    of    wh.    $25 


to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary  D. 
Anderson,  $30;  pupil  Aintab, 
$77.20;  Keene,  First  Ch.,  "Mis- 
sion-Circle," towards  sch.  at 
Tarpuz,  $10;  2d  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
S.  D.  Osborne.  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Hale),  $55;  Nashua,  Aux., 
$14.26;  Pearl-st  Ch.  8.  S.  $30; 
Hollis,  "  Busy  Bees  "  Christ- 
mas fair,  $15,  $283  76 

Amht">-U.  —  "  Carrie -Doves  "  to- 
waids  pupil  Miss  Townshend's 
sch.  10  00 

East  Alstead.  —  A  friend,  40 


Total, 


$294  16 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  Treas  ,Middlebury,  Aux., 
$12.30 ;  S.  S.  towards  B.  R.  $15 ; 
Stowe,  Aux.,  $12.50;  Westmin- 
ster, Aux.,  $8.59;  Pittsford, 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  H. 
Eliza  Lincoln,  $25 ;  St.  Johns- 
bury,  "  Mountain-Gleaners," 
pupil  Miss  Agnew's  sch.,  $30; 
Miss  Townshend's  sch.,  $30; 
Orwell,  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Mrs.  Julia  T.  Sanford,  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Hull,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Young, 
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Miss  Louisa  Root,  $101;  West 
Rutland,  Aux.,  $11;  West 
Brattleboro',  Aux.,  $12;  Rut- 
land, Aux.,  $10,  $267  39 
Burlington.  —  Mary  C.  Torrey's 
S.  S.  CI.,  toward  native  teacher 
under  Miss  Ely,  20  00 
East  Cambridge.  —  Mrs.    C.    L. 

Morse,  3  00 

Lyndonville. —  "  Busy  Bees,"  10  50 

Randolph.  —  Aux.,  3  00 

Windham. —  Mrs.  James  Stearns,      1  40 


Total, 


$305  29 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Acton.  —  Cong.  Ch., 

Amherst.—  2d  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 

Andover.  — Mrs.  John  Smith,  $5 ; 
Mrs.  Joseph  Smith,  $5, 

Auburndale.  —  Mrs.  S.  C.  Wright 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  William 
Tyler.  $25;  miss'y  children 
with  Mrs.  Walker,  $10, 

Barre.  —Edith's  Miss'y  Bank, 

Boston.  —  Mrs.  Freeman  Allen, 
$200;  a  thank-offering  for  the 
conversion  of  a  grandchild, 
$50;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Howes,  $3; 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Fiske,  $10;  Mrs. 
Eben  Cutler,  $4;  a  friend,  $1; 
given  at  annual  meet'g,  $42.75 ; 
a  friend,  $10;  a  friend,  $25; 
Miss  Chamberlain,  $1;  Old 
South  Ch.,  Mrs.  Alpheus  Hardy, 
to  const.  L.  M.'s  Susan  W. 
Hardy,  Eleanor  Hardy,  $100; 
Berkeley-st.  Ch.;  ladies,  $10.25; 
Union  Ch.,  a  friend,  $50;  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  "  Merry  Workers," 
$5;  Park-st.  Ch.,  Charlie 
Spring's  wood  money,  $1.20; 
Eddie  Spring's  Miss'y  Box,  65 
cts. ;  Shawmut  Ch.,  Mrs.  Ste- 
phen Emery,  $5, 

Boston,  East.  —  "  Buds  of  Prom- 
ise," 

Boston  Highlands. — A  friend,  $1 ; 
Eliot  Ch.,  Eliot  Star  Circle,  to 
const.  L.  A.  Miss  Ani-d,  B. 
Nichols,  $25;  "Anderson  Cir- 
cle," $8:  "Ferguson  Circle," 
$2;  Walnut-ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $3; 
George  and  Mary  Wills,  $2, 

Braintree.  —  "  Happy  Workers," 

Brimfleld.  —  Miss  E.  B.  Knight, 

Brockton.  —  H  Messenger  Birds," 

Charlestown.  —  Winthrop  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  a  friend 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  William 
G.  Bell, 

Chelsea.  —  Mrs.  D.  C.  Prouty,  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $25 ;  Chest- 
nut-st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $3;  Central 
Ch.,  "Pilgrim  Band,"  B.  R. 
Hosepian,  $83.27, 

Chicopee.  —  A  friend, 

Clinton.  —  Aux., 

umcord. — Aux.,  $17 ;  S.  S.  Miss'y 
Asso.,  pupil  Mrs.  Bissell's  sch., 
$30, 


$10  00 

10  55 

10  00 


35  00 
1  25 


518  85 
2  00 


41  00 
20  00 
5  00 
9  00 


66  69 


111  27 

1  00 

15  88 


47  00 


5  50 

35  00 

1  00 

17  00 

25  09 
4  87 

25  00 

1  09 

94  00 

3  35 

25  00 
29  00 

Dorchester.  —  Village  Ch..  Aux.,    $31  60 
East  Douglas.  —  A  birthday  gift 

from  a  young  friend,  1  00 

Foxboro'.  —  Aux.  to  const.  L.  M. 

Mrs.    Jane    Kerr,    $25;    Mrs. 

Daniels    Carpenter   to    const. 

L.  M.  Mrs.  D.  C.  Prescott,  $25,     50  00 
Framingham.  —  Plymouth     Ch. 

S.     S.    infant  CI.,  pupil  Misa 

Proctor's  sch. , 
Great  Barringlon.  —  Aux., 
Halifax.  —  Mrs.  Richmond, 
Hanover.  —  Mrs.  C.  B.  Perkins, 

$5"  Aux.  $12 
Hatfield.  —  "  Hatfield  Gleaners," 

to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Augusta 

Porter, 
Hinsdale.  —  "  Mountain  Rills," 
Holliston.  —  Mrs.  L.  W.  Dana,  to 

const.    L.   M.    Miss  Alice   D. 

Adams, 
Indian  Orchard.  —Jennie  S.  Har- 
ris, 
Jamaica  Plain.  — Aux., 
Leominster.  —  Mrs.  Farwell's  S.  S. 

CI., 
Littleton. — Mrs.  Ann  M.  Manning, 

to  const.  L.M.  Miss  CeliaMabell 

Houghton, 
Longmeadoio.  —  Ladies  S.  S., 
Long  wood.  —  "  Ethel's    pennies 

for  heathen  children,"  1  90 

Lowell.  —  Aux.,     Mrs.     Nathan 

Crosby  to    const.  L.  M.  Miss 

Helen  A.  Haggett,  25  00 

Lynn.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  $26 ;  Central 

'Ch.,  Aux,  $15.50,  4150 

Methuen.  — First  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 

towards  pupil  Oodooville,  15  00 

New  Bedford.  — Lett   by   little 

Susie, 
Newburyport.  — Aux., 
Newton  Highlands.  — A  friend, 
Northbridge.  —  Mrs.  William  D. 

Mascroft, 
Oxford.  —  Aux.,  $13 ;  Maggie  and 

Charlie  Whittlesey,  $1  each, 
Paxton.—  Aux., 
Quincy.  —  Mrs.    Charles    Hard- 
wick. 
Reading.  —  Aux., 
Rockland.  —  Aux., 
Sauqus.  —  Mrs.  F.  V.  Tenney's 

S.'S.CL, 
South      Attleboro\     —     "May 

Booth's  "  Miss'y  Box, 
South   Natick.  —  "  Anne   Eliot 

Mission-Circle," 
Townsend  Centre.  —  Aux.,  of  wh. 

$50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Blood,  Mrs.  Helen  E. 

Stickney, 
Walpole.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  to 

const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Rev.  U.  L. 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Dea.  Jeremiah 

Allen, 
Waltham.  —  Aux., 
Ware.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $15,  with 

prev.   contri.  by  Mrs.  W.   S. 

Hvde,  to   const.  L.  M.  Susan 

Belle  Hyde,  $25  by  Sarah  R. 

Sage   to   const.   L.   M.  Lucy 


1  00 
L34  00 
50  00 

5  00 

15  00 
18  20 

10  00 
i4  00 

77  00 

10  00 
2  00 


10  00 


68  35 


65  00 
15  00 
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Ruth  Hyde,  $25  by  Mrs.  W. 

Hyde   to  const.  L.  M.  Bessie 

Hyde,  $113  55 

Waverly.  —  Mrs.  Daniel  Butler, 

to  const,  herself  L.  M.,  25  00 

West  Boxbury.  —  Aux.,  13  10 

Winchendon.—  Aux.,  add'l,  5  00 

Worcester.  —  Mrs.  M.  C.  Spauld- 

ing,  5  00 

Wrentham.  —  Miss         Cynthia 

Hawes,  100  00 

Total,         $2,090  41 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Plainfield.  —  Aux.,  shelf  in  li- 
brary, marked  Hallock,  $25  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence.—  Miss  Sarah  P.  Phil- 
lips, for  Dakota  Home,  $20  00 

Total,       $20  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Cromwell.  —  Miss  Mary  G.  Sav- 
age, $5  00 

Hanover.  —  Mrs.  David  Allen, 
with  prev.  contri.  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Nancy  L.  Bingham,      5  00 

Hartford.  —  Pearl-st.  Ch.  S.  S. 
for  B.  R.,  under  Mrs.  Wheeler, 
Harpoot,  40  00 

Neio  Haven.  —  A  friend,  40 

New  Haven  Branch.  —Miss  Julia 
Twining,  Treas..  Barkhamsted, 
$12.70;  New  Britain  South  Ch. 
(of  wh.  $56  to  complete  p'y't  of 
Mrs.  Leonard's  sal.,  remamder 
for    gen.    funds),   $117;    New 

_  Haven  Centre  Ch.  (of  wh.  $12 
fr.  Miss  Teuker's  B.  C.  to 
complete  p'y't  for  pupil  at  Ah- 
mednuggur),  $17;  Church  of 
the  Redeemer,  $49.40;  College- 
st.  Ch.,  $1;  Fair  Haven,  First 
Cong.  Ch.  (of  wh.  $15  fr.  the 
"  Pearl-Seekers,"  towards  sup- 
port of  a  pupil  at  Madura), 
$20;  North  Ch.,  $30.25;  Third 
Oh.  (of  wh.  $60  fr.  Mrs.  Wm, 
Ives  to  support  a  teacher  at 
Marsovan),  $72;  New  Milford, 
friends  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Helen  Marsh,  $25;  North 
Haven,  $10.80;  Norwalk,  to- 
wards support  of  the  Principal 
of  the  Const.  Home,  $100 ;  Riv- 
erton,  $10;  Saybrook,  $6.43; 
South  Britain,  $2.50;  South- 
bury,  to  support  a  pupil  at 
Foochow,  $40;  Thomaston 
"News  Bearers"  to  complete 
p'y't  for  pupil  at  Marsovan, 
$10.74;  Washington,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Orpha  Brinsmade, 
$31 ;  Waterbury,  Second  Cong. 
Ch.  towards  Mrs.  Robert 
Hume's  sal.,  $73;  Waterbury, 


"Young  Ladies'  Mission-Cir- 
cle "  for  scholarship  at  Const. 
Home,  $125 ;  Waterbury,  "  Five 
Brothers,"  towards  support  of 
a  pupil  at  Ahmednuggur,  $4; 
Watertown, "  Little  Gleaners," 
to  complete  p'y't  for  pupil  at 
Inanda,  $10:  Westbrook,  to 
support  a  pupil  at  Miss  Pay- 
son's  sch.  Foochow,  $40 ;  West 
Haven,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Benham,  $39.80 ;  West  Meri- 
den,  "  Cheerful  Givers,"  to  sup- 
port a  pupil  at  Harpoot,  $40; 
Mrs.  Russell  Hotchkiss  of  N. 
H.,  $1 ;  Mrs.  Mary  Wadsworth, 
N  H.,  $1.  $889  68 

Norwich  Town.  —  Lathrop  Me- 
morial Soc'y,  B.  R.  in  Mah- 
ratta,  18  50 

Orange.  —  Miss  Mary  A.  Walker,     1  40 
South  Windsor.  —  Miss  Caroline 
North  Bowman,  to  const,  her- 
self L.  M.,  25  00 


Total,        $984  98 
NEW  YORK. 

Albany.  —  Elois,  $10  00 

Bochester.  —  A  friend,  with  prev. 
contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  D.  Chapin,  South 
Natick,  Mass.,  20  00 

Smyrna.  —  First  Cong.  S.  S. 
Miss'y  Soc'y,  for  pupil  in  Har- 
poot, 

Walton.  —  Cong.  Ch.  Young  La- 
dies, for  pupil  in  Const.  Home, 

Watertown.  —  Mrs.  S.  Morgan, 
$1,  Miss  P.  F.  Hubbard,  $1, 

Total, 

OHIO. 

Coolville.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,        $15  00 
Kinsman.  —  Cong.  andPres.  S.S., 
toward   pupil,  Miss  Proctor's 
sch..  21  00 

Total, 

WISCONSIN. 

Shopiere.  —  "  June  Roses," 
Total, 

MINNESOTA. 

St.  Cloud.  —  Miss  Gertrude  F. 
Milton, 


$36  00 


Total, 


General  Fund, 

C.  Home  Building-Fund, 

"Life  and  Light," 

Weekly  Pledge, 

Leaflets, 

Interest  on  Baldwin  Fund, 


$5  00 
$5  00 

$4,066  87 

25  00 

1,084  35 

13  50 

2  80 

270  00 


Total,       $5,462  52 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treat. 
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EASTERN  TURKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  PATRICK. 

Erzeoom,  July  10, 1875. 

In  writing  letters  home,  I  find  that  little  facts  and  incidents 
concerning  our  daily  life  interest  my  friends  more  than  any  thing 
else  that  I  can  write  ;  and,  as  my  school  duties  for  this  morning 
are  finished,  I  have  seated  myself  in  a  window  overlooking  the 
street,  that  I  may  describe  to  you  a  few  of  the  scenes  which  are 
to  me  every-day  occurrences. 

We  have  no  pleasant  views  of  green  fields  and  gardens  and 
trees  ;  and,  although  it  is  July,  the  only  signs  of  summer  visible 
from  my  window  are  the  pale  green  line  of  the  mountains  beyond 
the  city,  and  the  rank  growth  of  the  grass  upon  the  flat  roofs  of  the 
houses  opposite. 

Our  view  of  the  plain  is  shut  out  by  a  low  hill,  surmounted  by 
fortifications  and  other  preparations  for  war:  indeed,  Erzroom  is 
now  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  fortifications,  and  is  infested  in 
every  direction  with  Turkish  soldiers,  which  precautions  will 
probably  prove  useless  when  Russia  concludes  to  make  the  long- 
expected  and  much-feared  invasion  into  Turkey. 

Our  street  is  much  wider  than  the  generality  of  streets  in  Eastern 
cities;  but  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  very  clean  or  very  pleasant. 
All  the  refuse  matter  from  the  closely  crowded  houses  is  thrown 
into  it ;  and  it  is  the  constant  thoroughfare  for  caravans  of  camels, 
horses,  and  donkeys,  and  many  other  curious  processions.  The 
caravans  usually  pass  early  in  the  morning,  often  disturbing  our 
slumbers  by  the  ringing  of  the  bells,  and  the  shouting  of  the  mule- 
teers, and  the  hoarse  screeching  of  the  camels. 

I  wish  you  might  see  the  long  lines  of  camels,  fastened  together 
by  ropes  passing  from  one  to  another,  and  loaded  with  their  heavy 
burdens.  They  move  with  extreme  moderation,  but  plod  along 
with  commendable  perseverance.  The  leaders  of  the  caravans, 
both  of  horses  and  camels,  are  often  gayly  caparisoned  with  wide 
trappings  of  bright  colored  cloth,  ornamented  with  tassels,  and 
many  rows    of  buttons.     Sometimes  they  have  a  small  mirror 
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placed  upon  their  foreheads,  in  which,  unfortunately,  or  perhaps 
fortunately,  they  can  never  behold  their  own  images.  Bells  of  all 
sizes  are  suspended  from  their  necks  and  sides,  each  sounding  a 
different  key,  and  making  a  curious  din,  not  altogether  pleasant. 
Some  of  these  are  very  large,  and  consist  of  several  bells  of  differ- 
ent sizes,  placed  one  within  another. 

The  muleteers,  who  spend  their  time  in  conducting  caravans  over 
the  mountains  of  Turkey  and  Persia,  are  low  and  ignorant  beyond 
description.  They  lead  a  hard  life,  often  sleeping  with  their  ani- 
mals in  the  open  air  for  many  nights  in  succession.  In  the  winter, 
they  are  exposed  to  many  changes  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  the  fearful  storms  which  occur  upon  the  mountains. 
One  of  them  is  just  passing,  wearing  a  huge  black  hat  shaped  like 
an  inverted  cone. 

The  passers-by  are  very  varied  in  appearance  and  character. 
You  would  be  amused  at  the  costumes  of  the  Persians.  They 
wear  very  tall  black  hats,  having  a  hole  in  the  top  in  place  of  a 
crown,  and  long  snuff-colored  cloaks,  reaching  below  their  knees. 
Oftentimes  a  crowd  of  them  ride  by,  mounted  on  beautiful  horses  ; 
for  the  Persians  are  splendid  horsemen.  Not  long  since,  one  of 
them  passed  with  a  huge  roll  of  Persian  bread  under  his  arm. 
Persian  bread  is  made  in  long  pliable  sheets,  which  can  be  rolled 
as  easily  as  parchment. 

An  Armenian  priest  is  just  entering  a  house  opposite,  carrying 
some  meat  he  has  brought  from  market ;  and  another  is  just  pass- 
ing :  they  wear  long  black  robes,  and  curious  little  black  hats, 
minus  the  rims.  Many  Turks  may  be  seen,  with  their  heads 
enveloped  in  huge  white  turbans;  and  Koords,  with  their  curious, 
bright-colored  costumes.  They  delight  in  scarlet  and  blue  broad- 
cloth, of  which  they  make  fantastic  garments,  often  heavily  orna- 
mented with  gold  and  silver  braid.  There  is  a  Moor  whom  I  have 
often  seen  passing  our  windows.  He  wears  a  long  crimson  cloak, 
lined  with  heavy  white  fur,  notwithstanding  the  summer  weather, 
and  seems  rather  proud  than  otherwise  of  his  black  skin.  Indeed, 
nearly  every  thing  in  the  East  is  exactly  the  opposite  of  Western 
ideas  ;  and  I  think  it  is  said  that  the  Moors  have,  if  any  thing, 
rather  more  honor  than  the  white  people. 

But  a  sad  sight  is  the  little  children,  who  constantly  throng  the 
streets,  many  of  them  poor  and  scantily  clad,  besides  being  very 
ragged  and  dirty.  They  learn  evil  of  every  description  from  thus 
playing  in  the  streets,  and  are  subjected,  almost  from  infancy,  to 
low  and  degrading  influences. 
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The  corruption  of  this  great  wicked  city  is  sad  indeed  ;  and  it  is 
disheartening  to  think  how  very  few  of  this  vast  multitude  we  are 
able  to  reach.  So  many  different  languages  are  spoken,  and  we 
have  so  much  prejudice  to  contend  with,  that  we  seem  to  accom- 
plish comparatively  little.  Still  our  work  is  not  without  its  encour- 
agements, and  we  hope  the  time  will  soon  come  when  it  will  not 
be  confined  entirely  to  the  Armenians,  but  when  the  Turks,  and 
those  of  other  nationalities,  will  be  free  to  listen  to  the  gospel  of 
Christ. 


EUROPEAN    TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM   TENNY. 

The  following  letter  was  written  to  the  ladies  of  the  auxiliary 
society  of  Chester,  Io.,  who  support  Tenny  in  the  seminary  at 
Samokov  :  — 

Honored  Sisters  in  Christ, — I  am  glad  that  I  have  the 
privilege  of  writing  to  you.  I  thank  God  for  his  unspeakable  love 
to  me  in  leading  me  to  this  school.  My  father  and  mother  died 
when  I  was  very  small ;  and  my  brother,  who  is  a  priest,  gladly 
embraced  the  first  opportunity  to  send  my  sister  and  myself  to  this 
school,  hoping  we  would  become  Christians.  Truly,  beloved  sis- 
ters, his  desire  has  been  granted,  and  the  desire  of  my  poor  soul. 
Although  there  is  so  much  consolation  in  God,  I  knew  not  of  it ; 
and  often,  when  a  lonely  orphan,  I  wept  from  my  great  desire  to 
study,  that  I  might  read  the  word  of  God  ;  but  then  I  had  no  one 
to  whom  I  could  tell  my  desire  ;  now  I  have  sympathy.  God  in 
his  infinite  mercy  for  his  creature  provided  for  me  through  your 
charity.  I  cannot  express  my  gratitude  to  God  or  to  you.  Always 
when  I  think  of  this,  I  thank  God  ;  but  I  cannot  pay  you  for  your 
labor  for  me.  My  brother,  too,  is  thankful.  My  consolation  is, 
that  God  will  reward  you  tenfold.  My  renewed  heart  wished  to 
tell  you  of  its  feelings  and  desires. 

God  has  given  me  to  love  his  kingdom,  and  to  desire  to  live  and 
die  for  him.  I  feel  that  there  is  nothing  so  important  in  this  sad 
world  as  to  live  to  please  well  my  Saviour.  I  cannot  write  out  the 
joy  I  have  felt  since  I  received  the  consolation  and  peace  of  Jesus  ; 
but  you  know  it  by  experience.  Ever  since  I  came  to  the  school, 
God  has  been  teaching  me  ;  but  the  past  year  he  has  shown  me 
more  grace,  in  that  he  has  revealed  to  me  some  of  the    more 
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secret  things  of  God,  which  are  these  :  that  I  must  be  pure  and 
holy  before  him,  in  order  that  he  may  be  glorified  in  me,  and  that 
I  must  have  respect  unto  all  his  commandments,  and  consecrate  my 
whole  life  to  his  service.  Now  I  can  understand  the  words  of 
Paul,  ' '  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  Christ  Jesus."  I  could  not  understand  them  once  :  now  I 
understand  them,  and  they  are  sweet  to  me.  May  the  desire  to 
win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,  be  my  desire  while  I  live !  I  have 
received  many  blessings  from  God,  of  which  I  cannot  even  speak  ; 
yet  I  am  not  satisfied  with  what  I  have  received,  because  God  has 
told  me  that  there  are  for  me  greater  depths  and  heights  of  his 
love  to  which  I  may  attain  ;  and  truly  I  believe  my  Saviour  will 
supply  me  with  all  divine  graee. 

If  the  Lord  shall  give  me  health,  I  greatly  desire  to  have  a 
further  correspondence  with  you.  Salute,  I  pray  you,  all  the 
friends  who  care  fo**  us,  from  me. 

Good-by,  my  friends, 

Tenny. 


INDIA. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  TAYLOR'S  LETTERS. 

Our  readers  are  probably  aware,  that,  after  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howland  in  the  Madura  Mission,  the  care  of  the  Man- 
dapasalai  Station  was  consigned  to  them,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  re- 
turned to  this  country. 

Mandapasalai,  July  25,  1875. 

When  we  returned  here  from  the  hills,  I  felt  like  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land,  without  mother.  The  faces  of  the  school-children 
looked  natural;  but  there  was  an  air  of  newness  and  strangeness 
over  every  thing  else.  But  now  it  seems  again  like  my  old  home, 
only  very  much  changed. 

There  are  only  eighteen  girls  in  school  this  year,  one  of  whom  is 
Susanna.  I  expect  two  more  very  soon,  the  daughters  of  cate- 
chists.  A  widower  in  Perioor,  who  is  a  church-member,  asked  for 
Susanna  in  marriage;  but  her  father  heard  reports  of  his  having 
beaten  his  first  wife,  and  hesitated  so  long  about  giving  her,  that 
he  married  another.  Now  there  is  left  only  a  heathen  relative,  who 
has  been  asking  for  her  before.  Her  father  seems  inclined  to  give 
her  to  him,  if  he  will  promise  to  become  a  Christian  when  he  mar- 
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ries.  But  Susanna  refuses  very  decidedly,  because,  she  says,  none 
of  these  villagers  are  church-going  people,  and  that  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  a  man  who  will  not  live  like  a  Christian 
before  he  is  married  will  do  so  after  he  accomplishes  his  object. 
She  says  he  will  wish  her  to  wort  on  the  sabbath,  and  not  allow 
her  any  time  to  read  her  Bible,  and  that  she  must  give  up  being  a 
Christian  if  she  marries  him.  She  spoke  all  this  quietly,  but  she 
felt  it.  The  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks  when  she  said,  "  I  do  not 
wish  to  marry  him;  I  cannot  stay  at  home;  there's  no  place  for  me 
anywhere."  I  told  her  I  thought  it  would  be  wrong  for  her  to 
marry  a  man  who  might  be  the  means  of  her  breaking  her  cove- 
nant with  God,  and  that  it  was  her  duty  to  refuse,  in  this  case,  and 
trust  God.  I  told  her  I  was  willing  to  take  her  into  school  for  the 
present;  and  her  father  said  he  was  willing  to  have  her  come.  Do 
not  you  think  she  did  right  ? 

Selvum  is  doing  well.  The  man  she  married  began  learning  to 
read  before  he  married  her;  and  after  that  she  persuaded  him 
to  come  to  church.  She  brought  pirdi  arisi  (a  handful  of  rice 
laid  aside  from  daily  food  for  benevolent  purposes)  regularly,  and 
persuaded  other  women  to  attend  the  weekly  prayer-meeting. 
They  went  to  Colombo  about  the  middle  of  last  year,  and  have 
not  yet  returned  ;  but  there  are  many  Christians  among  the  coolies 
there,  and  they  have  a  church  and  weekly  meetings.  So  she  is 
well  off.     They  are  on  a  coffee-plantation. 

The  two  girls  dismissed  to  their  homes  last  year  are  doing  well. 
They  are  reading  their  Bibles  in  course  on  the  sabbath. 


YONA  AND  MATA. 

BY  MISS   PINKERTON. 


Yona  and  Mata  are  two  little  girls  now  in  school  at  Umzumbe. 
But  a  short  time  since  they  were  slaves  in  a  heathen  kraal:  even 
now  they  are  claimed  by  a  half-brother  as  his  property,  — property 
which  he  can  sell  to  the  first  bidder  as  soon  as  the  girls  have 
arrived  at  a  marriageable  age.  This  will  sound  very  strangely  to 
many  of  the  young  readers  of  "  Life  and  Light,"  and  perhaps  to 
some  of  the  older  ones.  Here  in  Africa,  among  the  heathen  people, 
when  a  man  wishes  to  marry,  he  goes  to  the  father  of  the  girl 
whom  he  has  chosen  in  his  own  mind,  or,  if  the  father  is  not  liv- 
ing, to  the  nearest  male  relative,  and  tells  him  that  he  will  give 
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ten  head  of  cattle  for  her;  and  unless  there  is  some  enmity  between 
the  houses,  or  the  girl  makes  an  obstinate  objection,  the  two  are 
considered  engaged.  The  father  of  Yona  and  Mata  died  when 
they  were  little  girls.  Their  mother  married  again;  but,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  customs  of  their  forefathers,  she  left  the  little  girls 
with  their  father's  relatives  when  she  went  to  her  second  home. 
A  few  years  after,  the  mother  came  to  the  station  to  live.  She  lis- 
tened to  the  word  of  God;  and  her  heart  yielded  to  the  influence 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit.  She  became  a  changed  woman,  —  changed  in 
thought,  feeling,  and  desire;  and,  as  her  mind  expanded,  her  heart 
began  to  call  loudly  for  her  children,  whom  she  had  seen  but  very 
little  for  years.  She  went  to  visit  them,  hoping  to  obtain  one  at 
least;  but  the  relations,  angry  because  she  had  become  a  Christian, 
told  the  little  girls  that  this  woman  was  not  their  mother,  and  in 
every  way  possible  estranged  the  young  hearts  from  the  one  who 
was  in  anguish  over  the  fact  that  she  could  not  take  them  where 
they  would  be  taught  of  Jesus  and  his  love;  but  all  her  efforts  at 
this  time  failed.  Long  she  labored  and  prayed.  A  year  and  eight 
months  came  and  went;  and  then  God  answered  her  prayers 
through  the  agency  of  the  magistrate,  who  decided  against  the 
native  law  (a  very  unusual  occurrence  in  connection  with  this 
question),  and  gave  her  the  children  to  keep  until  they  shall  choose 
to  marry.  Then  the  half-brother  will  again  claim  his  property; 
but  we  all  hope  and  pray  that  the  buying  and  selling  of  girls  in 
this  way  will  soon  be  abolished.  Proud  and  happy  indeed  was  the 
mother  when  she  came  home,  bringing  Yona  and  Mata  with  her,  — 
one  ten,  and  the  other  eight  years  old.  "  Now,"  she  said,  as  she 
brought  them  to  us,  "I  have  been  into  the  lion's  mouth  to  get 
these,  and  I  think  I  have  done  my  part;  and  I  want  you  to  take 
them  and  teach  them,  and,  if  they  are  not  good  girls,  whip 
them."  Each  had  an  old  dirty  blanket  wrapped  around  her  for  a 
garment;  but  this  was  soon  exchanged  for  a  bright  print  dress, 
which  decidedly  improved  their  appearance;  and,  an  hour  after 
their  arrival,  they  were  quietly  sitting  in  the  house  of  prayer. 
Yona  is  a  round-faced,  merry-hearted,  good-natured-looking  girl, 
with  a  smile  ever  flitting  on  her  countenance,  quiet,  patient,  and 
yielding  in  disposition.  Mata  is  more  impulsive,  as  her  face  indi- 
cates; and  sometimes  she  is  a  little  obstinate;  however,  there  is 
much  to  like  in  each  of  them,  and  we  earnestly  hope  both  will  soon 
learn  to  love  their  Saviour:  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  they  be 
truly  released  from  thraldom.     Mata  is  just  finishing  a  new  dress, 
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on  which  she  has  been  working  for  weeks.  We  have  several  times 
been  obliged  to  have  her  pick  out  some  of  the  stitches ;  but  now  she 
feels  very  happy  in  thinking  that  she  has  done  nearly  all  of  it  her- 
self. Yona  is  also  making  a  dress ;  but  she  does  more  housework 
than  Mata,  and  hence  does  not  have  as  much  time  for  sewing. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  very  many  instances  which  come  to  our 
knowledge,  where  girls  are  kept  from  their  mothers,  from  school, 
and  from  all  good  influence  and  teaching,  by  those  who  have  the 
guardianship  of  them.  If  all  had  believing,  praying  mothers,  we 
should  soon  expect  to  see  a  great  deliverance.  Often  we  feel  con- 
strained to  cry,  "  How  long,  O  Lord!  "  but  the  precious  promise, 
"  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,"  cheers,  and  helps  us  to  push  on. 

M.  E.  Pinkertost. 


OUR  CENTENNIAL  WORK. 

BY  MRS.   E.   W.    BLATCHEORD. 

We  come  to-day  to  lay  before  you  our  plans  for  the  year,  and  to 
ask  what  you  have  never  refused,  —  your  efficient  aid. 

At  Elyria,  in  view  of  the  contributions  of  the  year  past,  and  the 
demands  of  the  opening  work,  as  well  as  the  straitened  condition 
of  the  American  Board,  it  was  very  heartily  resolved  that  we  should 
use  every  effort  to  raise  this  year  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
With  your  unanimous  co-operation,  we  feel  this  will  not  be  difficult. 
The  Pacific  Board  unites  with  us  in  this  effort  ;  and  if  a  compara- 
tively small  addition  is  made  to  the  contributions  of  each  of  our 
auxiliaries,  the  sum  can  easily  be  raised. 

We  need  it ;  for  six  new  missionaries  have  either  just  entered 
upon  the  work,  or  will  do  so  soon,  —  Miss  Spencer  in  Turkey;  Mrs. 
Curtis,  Miss  Collins,  and  Miss  Whipple  in  Dakota;  Miss  Stark- 
weather and  Miss  Barrows  in  Japan.  The  American  Board  asks 
our  aid  in  two  or  three  enterprises  in  which  we  feel  sure  of  your 
sympathy. 

(1.)  The  first  is  a  thousand  dollars  for  a  Christian  newspaper  in 
Japan,  where  so  many  are  seeking  the  truth. 

(2.)  The  second  is  a  health-retreat  in  the  mountains  near  Mar- 
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din,  in  Eastern  Turkey,  which  will  cost  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
It  is  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  families  of  two  missionaries  from 
Minnesota,  Messrs.  Bell  and  Thorn,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrus,  and 
of  the  single  ladies  there.  They  find  it  impossible  to  endure  the 
severest  heat  of  the  season,  upon  the  plains. 

(3.)  The  third  item  is  a  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  ten  children  of  missionaries  now  being  educated  in  this  country 
at  a  cost  of  a  hundred  dollars  each  per  annum.  To  those  who 
have  given  thought  to  this  subject,  it  will  not  seem  strange  that 
some  of  our  beloved  missionaries  should  need  aid  when  they  send 
their  children  to  America  for  their  education.  Although  practis- 
ing the  strictest  self-denial,  it  must  often  be  the  case  that  their 
limited  salaries  are  inadequate  to  this  new  demand.  Many 
missionaries  have  dear  friends  and  relatives  in  this  country,  who 
gladly  receive  their  children,  and  care  for  them;  but  there  must 
always  be  some  who  are  not  so  blessed.  When  we  review  the  annals 
of  missionary  families  for  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  notice 
the  many,  many  instances  in  which  the  children  joyfully  return  to 
engage  in  the  same  work  with  their  parents,  we  may  feel  that 
there  is  no  expenditure  more  calculated  to  re-enforce  the  mission- 
ary ranks  than  that  made  for  the  Christian  education  and  culture 
of  these  consecrated  children.1 

It  is  proposed  that  the  sums  required  for  these  objects — the 
Japan  newspaper,  the  health-retreat  for  our  missionaries,  and  the 
education  of  these  ten  children  —  shall  be  divided  into  shares  of 
ten  dollars  each.  And  we  ask  each  auxiliary,  according  to  its 
ability,  and  after  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  to  assume 
one,  or  two,  or  three  shares  in  addition  to  previous  pledges. 

Please  respond  at  your  earliest  convenience,  that  we  may  know 
if  your  hearts  are  with  us  in  this  planning  of  "  liberal  things." 

Chicago,  January,  1876. 

«  ■  » 

CHILDREN    OF    MISSIONARIES    TO    THE    SANDWICH 
ISLANDS. 

(1.)  Of  the  sons  of  the  missionaries  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
nineteen  have  been  ministers  of  the  gospel:  of  these,  eight  are 
ministers  in  this  country,  eleven  have  been  missionaries  in  foreign 
lands.     One  is  in  China,  one  in  Japan,  one  in  Micronesia,  and  two 

1  Fifty  foreign  missionaries  of  the  American  Board,  now  living,  are  children  of 
missionaries. 
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are  in  Spain ;  the  other  four  are  at  the  Sandwich  Islands ;  and  Rev. 
L.  H.  Gulick  has  just  gone  to  Japan  and  China  as  agent  of  the 
American  Bible  Society.  Two  are  teachers  at  the  Islands.  Gen. 
Armstrong  is  at  the  head  of  the  Hampton  Institute,  Virginia.  One 
is  mayor  of  liockford,  111. :  another  is  editor  of  a  religious  monthly 
paper  in  San  Francisco.  Several  other  missionary  sons  are  engaged 
in  the  service  of  the  Hawaiian  Government.  Others  are  lawyers 
and  physicians  in  this  country. 

(2.)  Of  the  daughters,  thirteen  are  wives  of  ministers.  Six  of 
these  are  missionaries, — Mrs.  Annie  Clark  Gulick  in  Japan,  the 
other  five  at  the  Islands.  Seven  unmarried  ladies  are  missionary 
teachers,  —  five  at  the  Islands,  Miss  Gulick  in  Japan,  and  Miss 
Van  Duzee  in  Erzroom.  Five  other  single  ladies  are  teachers  in 
this  country. 

Many  other  children  of  Sandwich  Island  missionaries  are  pro- 
fessing Christians,  and  useful  in  many  ways.  E.  W.  C. 

Chicago,  January,  1876. 

PIKE'S  PEAK  MISSION-BAND. 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  Dec.  28, 1875. 

Dear  "  Life  and  Light,"  —  I  want  to  tell  your  readers  how 
a  few  little  children,  away  out  here  at  the  foot  of  Pike's  Peak,  are 
working  for  foreign  missions.  Last  May  we  organized  a  children's 
mission-circle,  to  which  we  gave  the  name  of  "Pike's  Peak  Band." 
All  who  became  members  of  this  band  pledged  themselves  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  band  once  a  month,  and  to  give  five  cents 
monthly.  It  has  been  a  great  delight  to  me  to  see  these  little  things 
becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  the  work  that  is  so  dear  to 
our  hearts.  This  band  numbers  twelve  working-members.  Four 
or  five  of  these  are  almost  babies;  but  they  are  just  as  proud  to 
hand  in  their  nickel  as  the  older  ones.  Three  months  ago  I  sug- 
gested to  them  that  we  do  something  to  raise  money  enough  to  at 
once  assume  the  support  of  a  little  girl  in  Miss  Kendall's  boarding 
school.  They  were  all  enthusiastic;  but  the  question  of  what 
should  they  do,  what  could  they  do,  presented  itself,  and  they  were 
perplexed. 

I  made  some  suggestions.  They  went  right  to  work  in  a  very 
energetic  way;  and  last  Thursday  night,  a  week  ago,  we  held  our 
fair  in  connection  with  the  monthly  church  social.  I  will  give  you 
the  result  of  their  efforts. 
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Two  of  our  little  girls  brought  • '  The  old  woman  who  lived  in  a 
shoe,"  with  her  numerous  family — children  and  grandchildren, — 
all  made  of,  and  dressed  in,  white  cotton.  This  made  plenty  of 
mirth,  I  can  assure  you,  and  sold  well. 

Another  little  girl,  whose  parents  own  a  ranch,  brought  one  hun- 
dred pounds  of  potatoes,  which  were  put  up  in  bags  of  ten  pounds. 

One  brought  a  half-dozen  little  pocket  pin-balls;  one,  a  pin- 
cushion; another,  an  embroidered  case  for  court-plaster ;  one,  a  little 
knitted  scarf;  still  another,  a  pair  of  rabbits  made  of  white  canton- 
flannel;  one  brought  a  cornucopia  filled  with  choice  candies;  the 
smallest  little  girl,  three  holders,  a  pen- wiper,  and  a  beautiful  tidy 
for  cake-basket;  her  brother,  still  younger,  a  fine  rooster  in  his  cage, 
which  was  sold  under  the  name  of  the  "  Great  American  Eagle." 

To-day  I  send  Mrs.  Bradley  sixteen  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  this 
fair  and  their  monthly  contributions, — contributions,  five  dollars, 
from  the  fair,  eleven  dollars. 

The  children  were  delighted;  and  the  parents  could  not  help 
being  so,  to  see  the  children  so  happy.  I  hope  to  see  all  these 
children  earnest  workers  for  those  who  do  not  have  the  Bible  and 
its  precious  teachings.  Yours, 

F.  D.  Palmer. 


ZULU  TRANSLATIONS. 


Miss  Lindley,  writing  of  the  girls  in  the  Inanda  school,  says, 
' '  They  are  bright  girls ;  and  really  it  is  surprising  how  well  they  get 
on  in  their  lessons.  I  must  give  you  a  few  samples  of  their  transla- 
tions. They  are  given  a  few  verses  in  the  Zulu  New  Testament 
to  translate  into  English.  One  girl  wrote,  '  Ye  birth  of  serpents, 
who  told  you  to  run  away  from  the  coming  wrath  ? '  Another 
wrote, '  How  did  you  say  to  your  brother,  Let  me  take  out  dust 
from  your  eye  ?  behold,  there  is  a  stump  in  your  own  eye.  Thou 
hypocrite,  take  out  first  the  stump  from  your  eye,  so  you  shall  see 
to  take  out  dust  that  is  in  your  brother's  eye. '  Still  another  wrote, 
i  When  you  are  fasting,  show  it  not  in  your  faces. '  You  see,  they 
spell  very  well,  and  get  the  idea." 


"  Some   one  has  truthfully  said,  'No  church  was  ever  known 
to  die  as  the  result  of  benevolent  giving. ' 

"  Just  as  truthfully  may  it  be  asserted,  that,  when  any  church 
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has  sought  to  live  within  herself,  she  has  ever  fed  upon  herself, 
until  there  was  left  only  the  skeleton,  the  dry  bones  of  Ezekiel's 
vision.  The  very  genius  of  the  Christian  religion  is  that  love, 
which,  going  out  of  itself,  seeks  the  lost  and  perishing. 

"  The  whole  history  of  the  Church,  from  the  scattering  abroad 
at  Jerusalem,  reveals  the  fact,  that  only  wThen  it  has  been  true  to 
this  God-given  principle,  and  sought  to  bring  the  whole  world, 
the  '  every  creature,'  under  this  banner  of  love,  has  'peace  been 
within  her  walls,  and  prosperity  within  her  palaces.' 

"Even  so  material  a  standard  as  the  amount  of  contributions  is 
no  doubtful  criterion  of  the  spiritual  condition  of  any  church. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF 
FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  Dec.  15,  1875,  to  Jan.  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Brooklyn  Centre.  —  Aux., 

Chagrin  Falls.  —  Aux., 

Cuyahoga  Falls.— -Young  Ladies' 
Miss'y  Soc,  for  Manissa  sch., 

Elyria.  —  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  is  f  r. 
the  Sheffield  Aux.),  for  salary 
of  Miss  Maltbie,  $95;  S.  S.for 
scholarship  in  Miss  Maltbie's 
school,  $40, 

Lyme.  —  Aux.,  for  the  support  of 
a  Bible-reader  in  Fundajak, 
Turkey,  and  to  const.  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Livermore  and  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Seymour  L.  M.'s, 

Mt.  Vernon.  —  Young  Ladies' 
Miss'y  Soc.  for  Mrs.  Mum- 
ford's  tours, 

Oberlin.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Mrs.  Mumford,  and  to  const. 
Miss  Charlotte  M.  Barrows  and 
Miss  Anna  M.  Peck  L.  M.'s, 

Oxford.  —  Western  Female  Sem., 

Painesville.  —  Aux.,  1st  Cong. 
Ch.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Par- 
sons, 

Pitts  field.  —  Aux.,  for  support  of 
Zeitoonlu  Turvanda,  in  Mrs. 
Coffing's  sch.,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  "West  L.  M., 

Whittlesey.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Maltbie's  sch., 


Total,  $651  81 

INDIANA. 
Fort    Wayne.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Sunday  sch.,  $12  00 


Michigan  City.  — Aux., 
Portland.  —  Aux., 

$20  78 

$10  00 

2  45 

?  10  00 

Total, 

$35  23 

61  54 

ILLINOIS. 

135  00 


55  50 


15  00 


125  00 
56  77 


149  00 


25  00 


00 


Alton. — Aux.,  of  Ch.  of  the  Re- 
deemer, for  support  of  a  Bible- 
reader,  $10  50 


Amboy. — Aux., 

Canton.  — Aux., 

Champaign.  —  Aux  ,  for  pupil  in 
Miss  Maltbie's  sch., 

Chesterfield.—  Aux.,  $15;  "Ear- 
nest Workers,"  for  support  of  a 
pupil  in  M~s.  Cofflnsr's  scbool, 
$5, 

Chicago.— Union  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  salary  of  Miss  Kendall,  $25 
of  which  is  from  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Clark  to  const,  herself  a  L.  M., 
$103.40;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $20.10; 
Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux.,  $5.65, 

Danvers.  —  Aux., 

Dean's  Corners. — Fremont.  Aux., 

Elgin.  —  Aux., 

Galesburg. — Aux.,  1st  Ch.  of 
Christ,  $18;  1st  Cong'l  Ch., 
Aux.,  $13, 

Geneseo  — Aux., 

Evanston. —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Porter, 

Geneva. — Aux., 

Godfrey.  —  Mrs.  J.  Mason, 

Granville.  —  Aux., 

Oak  Park.  —  Aux.,  for  school  at 


27  00 
21  05 


10  00 


20  00 


129  15 

8  00 

3  00 

42  91 

31  00 
26  25 

62  00 
10  20 
2  00 
14  00 

28  73 
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Pay  son.— Aux.,  $10  00 

Peoria.  —  Aux.,  $10:  Plymouth 
Mission  S.  S.,  for  support  of 
papil,  $25,  35  00 

Rockford.  —  Aux.,  of  2d  Cong'l 
Ch.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Diament,    94  28 

Sandioich.  —  Aux.,  for  2d  share 
in  Japan  Home,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  Granger  L.  M.,  27  10 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  for  support 
of  Miss  Evans  ($25  of  this  is 
from  Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Post,  a 
thank-offering  to  const,  herself 
a  L.  M.,  the  remainder  to  const. 
Mrs.  Edward  Woolsey  Bacon, 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Bates,  and  Mrs. 
Frank  W.  Tracey  L.  M.'s),  100  00 

Sycamore.— Aux.,  to  complete  the 
sum  pledged  to  Japan  Home,      17  00 

Waverly.  —  Ladies'  Soc,  for 
salary  of  Miss  Evans,  $20; 
"  Earnest  Workers,"  for  sup- 
port of  pupil  in  Mrs.  Coffing's 
sch.,  and  with  prev.  cont's  to 
const.  Miss  Elsie  Moulton 
L.  M.,  $11,  31  00 

Total,         $760  17 


MICHIGAN. 

Charlotte.  —  Aux.,  $13  87 

Detroit.  —  Young  Ladies'  Soc.  of 
1st  Cong'l  Ch.  ($45  of  this  is  for 
the  support  of  a  Bible-reader, 
the  remainder  for  support  of 
pupil  in  Miss  Farnham's  sch.), 
$62,50;  Aux.,  of  1st  Ch.  (for 
Mrs.  Coffing's  salary,  $62,  for 
Miss  Pinkerton's  salary,  $17), 
$79,  141  50 

Eastern  Conference.  —  S.  Sch's  to 
purchase  a  horse  for  Miss  Pink- 
erton,— S.  S.  of  1st  Ch..  Detroit, 
$20;  Memphis  S.  S..  $4;  Port 
Huron  S.  S.,  $6.54;  Utica  S.  S., 
$3.75;  PontiacS.  S.,  $2.05;  Im- 
lay  City  S.  S.,  $1.75;  Port  San- 
ilac S.  S.,  $2;  Almont  S.  S., 
$4  50,  44  59 

East  Saginaw.  —  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Shattuck,  91  75 

Grand  Blanc.  —  Aux.,  $25  of 
wh.  is  to  const.  Mrs.  William 
Woodmansee  L.  M.,  40  00 

Memphis.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Pink- 
erton's  salary,  5  00 

Ransom. — Aux.,  4  20 

South  Boston.  —  Aux.,  9  00 

Utica.  —  Aux.,  for  the  support 
of  a  pupil  in  Erzroom,  $10  of 
which,  with  a  previous  contri- 
bution, is  to  const.  Mrs.  Delina 
M.  Breede  a  L.  M.,  20  00 

Vermontville.  —  Aux.,  24  00 

Total,  $393  91 

WISCONSIN. 


Depere.  —  Aux., 
Gay's  Mills.— S.  S., 


$11  00 
4  00 


Green  Bay.  —  Pres.  Ch.  S.  S.,  for 

Miss  Porter's  school,  $40  00 

Plattevil le.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Taylor,  12  75 

Ripon.  —  Aux.,    to    const.    Mrs. 

Jeannette  C.  Merrell  and  Mrs. 

Ellen  Judd  L.  M.'s,  50  00 


Total, 


$117  75 


IOWA. 

Burlington.  —  "  Little  Workers,"  $25  00 
Independence.  —  Aux.,  5  75 

Monticello.  —  Aux.,  12  30 

Muscatine.  —  Ladies'  Mission 
Circle,    to   const.  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Bobbins,    Mrs.    F.    H.   Stone, 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Kulp,  L.  M.'s,  75  00 
Osage. — Aux.,  5  45 

Sabula.  —  Aux..  10  00 

Tabor.  —  Aux.,  12  50 

Tipton.  —  Aux.,  4  00 


Total, 


$150  00 


MINNESOTA. 

Austin.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  Mrs.  C. 

E.  Wright  a  L.  M.,  $30  25 

Clearwater.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Lindley,  20  50 

Minneapolis. — Aux.,  for  salary 

of  Miss  Lindley,  54  50 

Total,         $105  25 

KANS.VS. 

Lawrence.  —  Aux.,  f<  »r  support  of 
a  pupil  in  Western  Turkey,        $18  00 

Manhattan.  —  Aux.,  for  the  Har- 
poot  mission,  8  00 

Wabaunsee.  —  Aux.,  2  00 


Total, 

$28  00 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs.  —  W  o  m  a  n  s' 
Miss'y     Soc,     $3.20;     Pike's 
Peak  Band,  $16,                          $19  20 

Total, 

$19  20 

DAKOTA. 

Sisseton  Agency.  —  Aux., 

$14  00 

Total, 

$14  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale   of   envelopes  and  annual 
reports,                                          $2  35 

Total, 

$2  35 

Total, 

$2,277  67 

ERRATUM. 

$71.55  credited  in  the  October 
number  to  the  Aux.  of  the  2d 
Ch.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  should 
have  been  credited  to  the  1st 
Ch. 


|*QH   ¥0111 


Vol.  VI. 


APRIL,  1876. 


No.  4. 


AFRICA. 

THE  HUGUENOT  FEMALE  SEMINARY. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  heard  of  the  wonderful  success 
of  the  African  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary  will  be  glad  to  read  some 
journal  extracts,  which  give  particulars  of  the  first  year  of  its 
existence.  It  was  established  at  Wellington,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colonists,  most  of  whom  speak  the  Dutch  language,  being  descend- 
ants of  the  French  Huguenots.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Murray  mentioned 
in  the  account  is  the  pastor  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in 
Wellington. 

"  It  was  while  reading  '  The  Life  of  Mary  Lyon,'  the  founder 
of  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  that  the  Rev.  Andrew  Murray  was  led 
to  believe  that  a  similar  institution  was  the  great  want  of  Cape 
Colony.  The  need  of  efficient  teachers  for  village  schools  had  long 
been  felt.  In  many  cases,  the  important  work  of  education  was 
left  to  those  who  could  find  nothing  else  to  do;  and  even  such 
teachers  were  scarce.  It  seemed,  therefore,  that  an  institution 
where  girls  could  be  trained  for  teaching  would  be  an  incalculable 
blessing  to  the  land. 

"  At  a  conference  held  in  1872,  a  proposal  was  made  to  erect  a 
monument  in  memory  of  the  French  refugees  in  this  part  of  the 
7  97 
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colony.  The  thought  suggested  itself,  *  Why  should  not  a  monu- 
ment to  our  ancestors  be  also  an  institution  that  should  prove  a 
lasting  blessing  to  our  descendants  ?  '  The  proposal  was  favorably 
received  by  many;  and  in  November,  1872,  the  first  letter  on  the 
subject  was  written  to  Mt.  Holyoke.  With  the  answer  came  the 
sweet  assurance  of  sympathy  and  interest  in  the  hearts  of  Chris- 
tians in  America. 

"On  June  25,  1873,  the  first  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
church  at  Wellington,  and  the  plans  and  prospects  laid  before  the 
people.  In  a  circular  read  at  that  time,  it  was  stated,  that  at 
least  two  thousand  pounds  would  be  needed,  and  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  one  thousand  in  hand  before  commencing  the 
work.  The  congregation  soon  contributed  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  a  place  for 
a  South  African  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary.  There  was  but  one 
place  that  seemed  in  every  way  fitted  for  the  purpose ;  but  that  was 
in  the  hands  of  ADabaptists,  and  they  had  no  intention  of  parting 
with  it.  No  other  place  could  be  found.  Building  was  seriously 
considered,  as  the  only  alternative.  While  still  undecided,  and 
waiting  on  the  Lord  in  prayer,  the  much  desired  property  was 
unexpectedly  offered  for  sale  for  sixteen  hundred  pounds.  Seeing 
in  this  an  answer  to  prayer,  the  committee  purchased  the  place; 
and  the  work  of  refitting  commenced.  In  June,  decisive  letters 
were  received;  and  we  learned  with  joy,  that  our  first  teachers, 
Miss  Ferguson  and  Miss  Bliss,  hoped  to  be  with  us  about  the 
middle  of  November.  They  arrived  Nov.  15,  and  began  work  at 
once,  not  in  teaching,  but  in  planning  and  arranging,  adapting  the 
system  that  had  met  the  need  in  America  to  the  wants  of  Africa. 
They  took  possession  of  the  building  Jan.  10,  1874,  and  on  the 
19th  the  school  was  opened. 

"  Our  rules,  as  well  as  other  school-arrangements,  are  very  simi- 
lar to  those  at  Mt.  Holyoke.  The  course  of  study  is  comparatively 
elementary,  as  it  was  found  necessary  that  all  should  begin  with 
geography,  grammar,  and  arithmetic.  Some  of  the  more  advanced 
pupils  have  taken  up  a  manual  of  school  management,  physical 
geography,  and  ancient  history:  two  have  begun  algebra.  We 
want  to  make  the  foundation  strong,  and  hope,  in  time,  to  have  a 
worthy  superstructure. 

"  On  the  second  Thursday  after  the  opening,  Miss  Ferguson, 
after  an  earnest  address,  requested  those  of  our  number  who  hoped 
they  were  Christians  to  meet  her  in  her  sitting-room  in  the  even- 
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ing,  while  the  rest  were  to  come  together  in  the  drawing-room. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it  among  the  pupils.  Some, 
though  they  hoped  they  were  converted,  had  never  openly  pro- 
fessed it.  Others  dreaded  the  consequence  of  such  a  profession 
before  the  school.  Others  thought  it  was  wrong  to  draw  lines,  and 
would  lead  to  self-deception.  Deep  earnestness  prevailed,  as  each 
girl  realized  that  her  conduct  and  influence  in  school  would  be 
measured  by  this  profession.  Thirteen  that  day  ranged  them- 
selves on  the  Lord's  side. 

"  From  that  time,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  in  our  midst;  and 
many  faces  told  of  the  strivings  within,  of  conviction  of  sin,  and 
then  of  joy  and  rest  in  a  Saviour  found.  We  had  earnest  ad- 
dresses from  our  pastor,  Major  Malan,  Prof.  Wofmegt,  and  others, 
during  these  weeks;  but,  though  they  served  to  deepen  conviction, 
it  was  principally  by  individual  dealing  that  souls  found  peace. 
Every  Thursday  night,  there  were  added  to  our  number  such  as 
believed,  until,  not  more  than  four  or  five  weeks  after  our  first 
meeting,  we  found  ourselves  a  united  family  in  Christ  Jesus. 

"  When  the  second  term  opened,  all  were  glad  to  come  back  to 
our  school-home.  At  this  time  we  commenced  our  mission  Sun- 
day school  for  white  children.  Feeling,  also,  the  need  of  a  school 
for  colored  children,  we  invited  them  to  the  village  schoolroom. 
The  first  Sunday  we  had  more  teachers  than  pupils;  but  our  num- 
bers increased,  until  the  average  attendance  was  a  hundred  and 
forty.  Not  long  after  the  commencement  of  our  work,  we  had  the 
joy  of  seeing  a  great  deal  of  interest  among  the  children,  and  of 
hearing  more  than  one  say,  '  "What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ? '  About 
this  time,  several  cottage  meetings  were  started  among  the  colored 
population  in  the  neighborhood.  These  have  proved  a  blessing 
to  the  young  ladies  in  charge,  as  well  as  to  those  they  sought  to 
benefit.  Others  had  the  privilege  of  becoming  tract-distributers 
among  the  workmen  on  the  railroad  not  far  from  the  village. 

"Oar  third  term  commenced  in  July;  and,  soon  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  school,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  write  to  America  for 
more  teachers.  Various  plans  were  discussed  with  reference  to 
the  enlargement  of  the  work.  So  many  applications  were  received, 
that  the  erection  of  a  new  building  seemed  to  be  the  only  way  to 
meet  the  demand.  The  young  ladies  pledged  themselves  to  raise 
half  the  amount  necessary;  and  the  pledge  was  subsequently 
redeemed  with  the  proceeds  of  a  very  successful  fair,  held  on  the 
day  the  corner-stone  was  laid. 
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1 '  A  government  examination  is  held  twice  during  the  year,  for 
those  who  wish  to  become  teachers  in  elementary  schools.  The 
names  of  ten  of  the  most  advanced  pupils  were  sent  in  for  this 
examination,  and  at  the  close  of  the  third  term  they  remained  to 
test  their  acquirements.  These  were  days  of  anxiety  and  hard 
work.  When  the  returns  came  in,  we  found  that  all  had  passed, 
six  with  honors,  and  that  three  headed  the  list  of  thirty  or  forty 
that  had  passed  in  the  colony.  Our  usually  quiet,  orderly  school 
was  the  scene  of  much  tumult  and  confusion  when  the  result  was 
known.  '  Have  I  passed  ?  '  '  Have  I  passed  with  honors  ?  '  ex- 
claimed one  and  another.  One  said,  'I  am  more  glad  for  the 
seminary  than  I  am  for  myself.'  The  rejoicing  of  those  who  had 
not  been  examined  seemed  as  great  as  the  others. 

"  It  will  be  long  before  we  can  reach  the  standard  we  desire,  as 
it  is  customary  here  for  young  ladies  to  leave  school  early.  We 
are  hoping  for  better  things,  however,  and  are  encouraged  that 
only  eight  left  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Spiritually  we  have  been 
greatly  blessed.  We  hope  for  our  pupils,  not  only  that  they  are 
saved,  but  that,  with  most  of  them,  there  has  been  a  deep,  thor- 
ough change  in  their  hearts,  that  will  show  itself  in  consecrated 
work  hereafter." 

The  new  building  was  finished  in  July,  1875,  and  is  occupied  by 
the  higher  department,  comprising  about  fifty  pupils.  In  the  lower 
department,  occupying  the  old  building,  there  are  forty  pupils. 
The  corps  of  teachers  is  increased  to  five;  and  two  similar  schools 
have  been  opened  at  Stillenbosh  and  Worcester,  near  Wellington. 


CENTRAL    TURKEY. 

CHOLERA  INCIDENTS. 
BY  MISS   CORINNA   SHATTUCK. 

It  is  difficult  to  keep  in  mind,  as  we  read  the  following  incidents 
connected  with  the  cholera  in  Aintab,  that  they  occurred  among 
an  ignorant  and  superstitious  people,  who  would  naturally  be 
panic-stricken  beyond  all  control  by  the  dreadful  scenes. 

"During  six  weeks  last  summer,  the  cholera  swept  away  from 
our  city  over  three  thousand  out  of  the  forty  thousand  inhabitants. 
Would  you  like  to  hear,  dear  friends,  how  the  gospel  sustained, 
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comforted,  and  even  made  joyful,  many  for  whom  you  are  pray- 
ing? 

"  One  sweet  Christian  woman,  formerly  an  assistant  in  our  semi- 
nary, felt  exceedingly  fearful  at  the  first  sound  of  cholera,  and 
began  to  think  much  about  death.  Her  sister  asked  her  to  attend 
a  wedding,  one  day  ;  but  she  declined,  saying,  '  A  different  invi- 
tation has  come  to  me  ;  and  I  do  not  feel  like  going  with  you.' 
Just  before  she  was  taken  sick,  she  said,  '  The  Bible  is  unusually 
precious  these  days,  especially  the  Gospel  of  John  ;  and  I  seem  to 
have  entirely  lost  the  fear  of  cholera  now.'  Before  the  disease 
came  upon  her  in  full  power,  she  asked  the  brother  in  attendance 
upon  her  sick  husband  to  read  to  her  from  the  Bible,  saying  it 
was  such  a  joy  to  her.  Seeing  tears  in  her  husband's  eyes,  as  she 
grew  worse,  she  said,  'Why  do  you  weep?  I  am  going  to  a 
home  more  beautiful  than  you  can  provide  for  me.  Think  only 
of  yourself  and  the  children,  and  prepare  to  come  to  me.'  With 
the  words,  '  Jesus,  help  me  :  he  does  help  me,'  on  her  lips,  in  an 
awful  paroxysm  of  pain,  Vartir  went  to  her  beautiful  home. 

"  Another  dear  woman  was  also  found  with  her  lamp  trimmed 
and  burning.  Being  unusually  careful  in  attendance  on  all  the 
meetings  for  prayer,  her  sister  said  to  her,  one  day,  — 

"  '  How  is  it,  that,  with  your  three  little  ones,  you  can  come  to 
all  our  meetings  ?  ' 

"  '  I  have  made  up  my  mind,'  she  answered,  *  that  it  is  not  by 
necessity  that  we  mothers  stay  so  much  at  home.  I  saw  that  I 
was  just  letting  my  children  take  up  my  whole  time,  and  was 
drifting  away  from  these  blessed  influences  ;  and  I  resolved  to  turn 
about.' 

"On  her  last  attendance  at  the  woman's  prayer-meeting,  her 
sister,  seeing  her  about  to  take  a  rather  conspicuous  position, 
remonstrated  with  her  a  little;  but  she  said,  '  I  want  to  be  sure  to 
get  every  word. '  And  they  remember  now  with  what  eagerness 
she  drank  it  all  in,  and  how  earnestly  she  said,  as  she  was  passing 
out,  «  !This  has  been  food  for  my  soul.' 

"  A  few  days  later,  when  cholera  had  begun  its  work,  she  said  to 
him  who  had  called  to  comfort  her,  *  My  dear  pastor,  you  do  not 
kno.w  how  sweetly  precious  and  sustaining  these  words  have  been, 
—  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd:  I  shall  not  want,"  —  and  the 
thoughts  you  gave  us  about  them  at  the  last  meeting.'  Exultingly 
and  undoubtingly  did  she  tell  her  friends  of  the  beautiful  home  to 
which  she  was  going,  and  begged  them  not  to  mourn  for  her.     '  So 
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forcible  were  her  words,'  said  her  sister,  'that  when  she  was 
gone,  and  we  looked  upon  her  face  in  death,  we  felt  reproved  for 
weeping,  and,  time  after  time,  would  check  our  tears,  seeming  to 
hear  her  say,  "How  can  you  weep,  when  I  am  gone  to  such  a 
happy  place?"'  The  little  daughter,  climbing  into  her  father's 
lap,  re-echoed  her  mother's  words,  forbidding  him  to  weep. 

"  It  was  a  blessed  death,  and  brought  rich  blessings  to  her  father's 
household,  long  bound  in  fetters  of  ignorance.  Her  sister  Adan,  at 
first  without  her  parents'  consent,  began  to  attend  church,  and  is 
now  earnestly  inquiring  the  way  of  salvation.  Her  stand,  taken 
modestly  but  firmly,  has  gained  even  the  open  permission  of  her 
parents  to  attend  church  as  much  as  she  desires.  Later  comes  the 
news  that  a  brother,  long  firmly  set  against  these  things,  has 
adopted  the  faith  of  his  sister,  from  hearing  how  triumphantly 
she  was  sustained  in  death. 

"  Shall  we  enter  one  more  home, — a  humble  one,  yet  blessed 
with  Jesus'  presence?  The  mother  is  attacked  with  the  dread 
disease.  It  is  near  night.  The  two  sons  are  away  in  another  vil- 
lage, the  husband  somewhat  infirm,  and  the  two  little  girls  only 
remain.  From  two  or  three  houses  they  try  to  get  some  one  to 
stay  with  them,  but  in  vain.  The  medicines  obtained  from  the 
physician  are  of  no  effect ;  and  she  sinks  rapidly  into  the  last 
stages  of  the  disease.  She  asks  to  have  her  boys  come  home,  that 
she  may  see  them  once  more;  but  her  husband  says,  '  It  is  night, 
and  they  are  three  hours  away  :  it  is  impossible.  Shall  I  wake  the 
children,  that  we  may  pray  together  once  more  before  you  leave 
us  ?  '  Thus  commending  themselves  to  Him  whom  they  had  long 
trusted,  she  is  borne  through  the  dark  valley,  and  he  is  sustained 
through  the  sad  hours  of  watching  with  the  dying  and  the  dead  for 
morning  light.  Locking  the  door  upon  the  sleeping  children  and 
the  dead  mother,  he  goes  to  call  their  friends  ;  and  they  lay  her 
away  before  her  boys  return. 

"  A  travelling-companion  of  the  elder  son,  having  heard  of  the 
death,  tried  to  prepare  him  for  the  change  in  his  home,  saying,  — 

' ' '  These  are  sad  days.  We  do  not  know  what  changes  have 
come  to  our  homes  during  these  two  days.  How  do  you  feel, 
thinking  of  what  may  be  1 ' 

"  '  I  do  not  fear,'  replied  Abraham,  after  a  little  thought ;  'for 
all  must  come  from  my  Father,  whatever  it  may  be.' 

"  '  Can  you  truly  say  so  ?  ' 

"  Again  reflecting,  he  answered,  '  Yes  :  I  truly  can.' 
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"  When  he  found  the  door  locked,  and  the  house  deserted,  he  felt 
forcibly  that  a  change  had  come  ;  yet,  as  he  had  trusted,  he  was 
sustained,  and,  though  extremely  sorrowful,  he  was  not  overcome. 

"  Most  wonderfully,  too,  did  our  Father  sustain  the  native  pastors 
here,  who,  faithful  to  their  trusts,  remained  while  hundreds  fled 
from  the  city.  Night  and  day,  they  ministered  to  the  sick,  the 
dying,  and  the  afflicted  in  their  homes,  and  met  their  eager  flocks 
for  daily  prayer  in  the  churches,  God  blessing  their  labors  as 
never  before  to  the  conversion  of  souls.  Touching,  indeed,  were 
'the  confessions,  and  vows  of  reconsecration,  accompanied,  as  they 
often  were,  by  thank-offerings  of  money  or  jewelry  for  the  Lord's 
treasury.  Truly  it  was  blessed  to  be  among  them,  and  precious 
to  be  drawn,  as,  perhaps,  one  cannot  be  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
so  near  to  the  souls  of  those  about  us.  But  the  dark  souls  we 
could  not  touch,  and  the  dark  homes  that  saw  no  ray  of  light  in 
those  days,  who  can  number  ? 

' '  Let  us  renewedly  thank  God  that  we  are  permitted  to  see  so 
much  fruit  !  Let  us  pray  with  greater  earnestness  than  ever 
before,  '  Thy  kingdom  come ; '  and,  whether  on  this  side  of  the 
globe  or  the  other,  let  us  labor  more  earnestly  to  spread  the 
blessed  knowledge  that  carries  health  to  sin-sick  souls." 
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As  we  publish  only  a  limited  number  of  Annual  Reports,  con- 
taining full  statements  of  our  work,  we  give  below  a  brief  survey 
of  the  pledged  work  of  the  Woman's  Board  at  the  present  time. 

ZULU   MISSION    (SOUTH   AFRICA). 

Missionaries.  — Mr3.  S.  W.  Tyler  at  TJmzunduzi  (30  miles  N.  W.  from  Natal), 
Miss  G.  R.  Hance  at  Uinvoti  (40  miles  N.  E.  from  Natal),  Mrs.  M.  K.  Edwards  at 
Inanda  (20  miles  N.  "W.  of  Port  Natal).  Schools.  —  Inanda  Female  Seminary,  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Kilbon;  boarding-school  at  Umzumbi,  Miss  M.  E.  Pinkerton 
("W.  B.  M.  I.)  in  charge;  day  school  at  Umvoti,  Miss  Hance  in  charge.  One  Bible- 
reader. 

Mrs.  Tyler  writes  gratefully  of  the  hundred-fold  reward  in  the 
remarkable  changes  in  her  field  since  she  first  went  to  Africa  in 
1849.  Miss  Hance  speaks  of  increasing  interest  in  her  work 
among  the  kraals  and  in  village  schools.  Inanda  Seminary,  with 
thirty-two  pupils,  is  now  in  the  care  of  Mrs.  M.  B.  Kilbon;  Miss 
Lindley,  who  has  been  in  the  school,  is  on  her  way  to  the  United 
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States.  Mrs.  Edwards,  the  former  principal,  who  has  been  in 
this  country  a  year  and  a  half,  will  probably  return  to  Inanda  some 
time  during  the  spring,  taking  with  her  a  young  lady  assistant. 
The  boarding-school  at  Umzumbi  is  full  of  promise;  and  it  is 
hoped  it  will  prove  an  entering  wedge  for  the  gospel  in  many  a 
kraal.  It  is  a  school  where  a  minimum  of  expense  is  formulated 
into  a  maximum  of  good. 

EUROPEAN    TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries.  —  Mrs.  Isabella  G.  Clarke,  at  Samokov  (300  miles  N.  N.  W.  of 
Constantinople),  Mrs.  Ursula  C.  Marsh,  at  Eski-Zagra  (200  miles  N.  TV.  of  Constan- 
tinople), Mrs.  Ellen  Baird  at  Monastir  (400  miles  W.  of  Constantinople),  in 
Macedonia. 

These  ladies  write  hopefully  of  work  among  the  women,  begin- 
ning to  see  the  fruit  of  the  preparatory  labor  of  the  last  few  years. 

WESTERN    TURKEY   MISSION. 

Missionaries.  —  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams,  Mrs.  Cora  W.  Tomson,  Misses  Ellen  C. 
Parsons,  C.  P.  Dwight,  and  A.  D.  Bliss  at  Constantinople,  Misses  P.  L.  Cull  and 
H.  G.  Powers  at  Manissa  (200  miles  S.  W.  of  Constantinople),  Miss  J.  A.  Eappleye 
at  Broosa  (57  miles  S.  S.  E.  of  Constantinople),  Mrs.  A.  A.  Leonard,  Misses  Eliza 
Fritcher  and  F.  E.  Washburn  at  Marsovan  (350  miles  E.  of  Constantinople),  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Giles,  Miss  S.  A.  Closson,  at  Caesarea  (370  miles  E.  S.  E.  of  Constan- 
tinople), Miss  F.  S.  Bliss  at  Sivas  (400  miles  S.  E.  from  Constantinople),  Miss 
Laura  Farnham  at  Bardesag  (50  miles  S.  W.  from  Constantinople).  Schools.  — 
The  Constantinople  Home,  forty-one  pupils;  boarding-school  at  Bardesag,  Miss 
Farnham  in  charge,  sixty-six  pupils ;  boarding-scbool  with  twenty-one  pupils,  and 
preparatory  school  at  Marsovan,  Misses  Fritcher  and  Washburn  in  charge;  high 
school  at  Caesarea,  Miss  Closson  in  charge ;  high  school  and  two  common  schools  at 
Sivas,  Miss  Bliss  in  charge;  school  at  Talas,  nine  boarding-pupils.  Six  village 
schools.    Six  Bible- women. 

Our  readers  are  aware  that  the  Constantinople  Home  building  is 
completed.  At  last  accounts,  the  occupants  were  moving  in,  with 
prospects  of  future  success.  There  were  forty-one  pupils  at  the 
close  of  the  last  term.  Miss  Closson  is  now  in  Constantinople,  but 
will  probably  return  to  Caesarea  during  the  summer  or  autumn. 
Miss  Noyes,  formerly  at  the  Home,  has  been  obliged  by  ill  health 
to  come  to  this  country.  Miss  Rappleye  is  at  Broosa,  preparing 
to  establish  a  school  for  Greek  girls.  The  school  at  Marsovan  is 
reported  unusually  prosperous.  It  has  improved  its  accommoda- 
tions at  an  expense  of  a  thousand  dollars.  A  recent  letter  speaks 
of  the  beauty  of  the  schoolroom,  with  its  vines  and  plants,  and 
simple  adornments,  —  an  education  in  themselves  to  the  pupils. 
The  standard  of  knowledge  required  for  entrance  has  been  lately 
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advanced  to  correspond  with  the  better  education  of  those  who 
apply  from  the  various  preparatory  schools.  Mrs.  Leonard's  labors 
in  caring  for  the  sick,  and  in  general  visitation,  have  met  with  suc- 
cess and  blessing;  and  for  these  labors  there  is  an  unlimited  sphere. 
The  school  at  Bardesag  reports  twice  the  number  of  boarding- 
pupils  of  the  previous  year.  One-half  of  these  are  self-support- 
ing ;  all  furnish  their  own  clothing  and  books ;  and  every  scholar 
pays  a  tuition-fee.  The  school  at  Csesarea  is  much  enlarged.  Five 
of  the  girls  were  prepared  to  enter  the  Marsovan  Seminary.  "  No 
other  year,"  says  the  Caesarea  Report,  "  has  witnessed  such  prog- 
ress in  the  woman's  work  as  the  one  now  reported.  With  the 
exception  of  Komodijin,  Mrs.  Giles  has  visited  every  out-station  ; 
and  the  work  she  found  everywhere  ready  to  her  hand  was  encour- 
aging." In  the  Western  Turkey  mission,  the  number  of  pupils  in 
girls'  boarding-schools  has  increased  from  eighty-four  to  a  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  over  seventy-seven  per  cent. 

CENTRAL   TURKEY  MISSIONS. 

Missionaries.  —  Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor  and  Miss  Ellen  Pierce  at  Aintab,  Miss  M. 
S.  Williams  at  Marash.  Schools.  —  Female  Seminary  at  Aintab,  Misses  Proctor, 
Pierce,  Sbattuck  ( W.  B.  M.  I.),  and  Hollister  (W.  B.  M.  I.)  in  charge.  Sixteen  vil- 
lage schools  in  the  vicinity  of  Aintab.    Day  school  at  Yarpooz. 

The  seminary  at  Aintab  has  had  a  very  prosperous  year,  and 
land  has  been  purchased  for  enlargement.  An  unusual  religious 
interest  prevails  in  the  city.  During  most  of  the  year,  the  Home 
at  Marash  was  under  Miss  Williams.  On  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Coning  and  Miss  Spencer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
for  the  Interior,  Miss  Williams  returned  to  the  United  States  for 
much  needed  rest. 

EASTERN   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Missionaries.  —Mrs.  C.  R.  Allen,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Wheeler,  Misses  Hattie  Seymour 
and  C.  E.  Bush  at  Harpoot  (175  miles  S.  from  Trebizond),  Mrs.  M.  W.  Raynolds, 
misses  Ely  at  Van  (at  east  end  of  Lake  Van) ;  Mrs.  O.  L.  Andrus,  Misses  Sarah 
Sears  and  0.  H.  Pratt  at  Mardin  (150  miles  S.  E.  of  Harpoot).  Schools.  —  Female 
Seminary  at  Harpoot.  Misses  Seymour  and  Bush  in  charge;  boarding-school  at 
Van,  Misses  Ely  in  charge ;  boarding-school  at  Mardin,  Misses  Sears  and  Pratt  in 
charge.    Seven  village  schools.    Seven  Bible- women. 

All  the  schools  in  this  mission  are  reported  in  good  condition. 
There  has  been  special  religious  interest  at  Harpoot  and  at  Yan. 
A  new  schoolroom  has  been  provided  at  Harpoot  at  an  expense  of 
five  hundred  dollars.  Mrs.  Wheeler  has  returned  to  this  country 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  her  husband. 
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MAHRATTA   MISSION   (WESTERN  INDIA). 

Missionaries.— Mrs.  A.  M.  Park,  Misses  S.  F.  Norris,  M.D.,  and  H.  S.  Ashley 
at  Bombay,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Bissell,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Hume,  at  Ahmednuggur  (140  miles  E.  of 
Bombay).  School  at  Ahmednuggur,  Mrs.  Bissell  in  charge.  Twelve  Bible- 
women. 

The  school  at  Ahmednuggur  has  an  average  attendance  of  from 
ninety  to  a  hundred.  Nine  of  the  pupils  have  united  with  the 
church  the  past  year.  Mrs.  Bissell  is  now  on  her  way  to  this 
country,  Mrs.  Robert  Hume  having  the  care  of  the  school  in  her 
absence.  Misses  Norris  and  Ashley  are  now  living  in  their  own 
hired  house  in  Bombay,  in  a  more  healthful  locality  than  the  one 
previously  occupied.  The  results  of  the  medical  work  have  been 
very  encouraging.  A  foothold  has  been  gained  in  many  houses 
otherwise  inaccessible  :  and  it  is  hoped  that  friendly  relations 
established  may  be  productive  of  much  good. 

MADURA   MISSION    (SOUTHERN   INDIA). 

Missionaries.  —  Mrs.  C.  E.  Chandler  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Sisson  at  Madura  (20 
miles  S,  W.  of  Madras),  Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron  at  Mana  Madura  (30  miles  S.  E.  of 
Madura).  Schools.  — Boarding  and  Hindu  schools  at  Madura,  Misses  Sisson  and 
B-endall  (W.  B.  M.  I.)  in  charge;  boarding-school  at  Battalagundu,  Mandapasalie, 
Miss  Taylor  (W.  B.  M.  I.)  in  charge;  boai'ding,  Hindu,  and  day  schools  at  Mana 
Madura,  Mrs.  Capron  in  charge.    Station  schools,  and  eleven  village  schools. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  in  this  mission  in  the  number  of 
girls'  schools.  We  are  sustaining  four  boarding-schools  and  twelve 
day  schools  more  than  last  year.  The  Bible-women  speak  of 
encouragement  in  four  particulars.  The  circle  of  houses  in  which 
they  read  is  gradually  widening  ;  there  are  more  women  desirous 
of  learning  to  read  :  those  who  study  take  up  the  Bible  with  more 
interest  than  formerly,  and  they  are  more  willing  to  pay  for  what 
they  receive.  Mrs.  Capron  has  found  the  work  opening  remark- 
ably before  her  since  her  return  from  America,  especially  in  medical 
work  among  the  women.  Mrs.  Chandler  is  now  in  this  country, 
expecting  to  return  to  India  the  coming  summer. 

CEYLON   MISSION,  JAFFRA   DISTRICT,   NORTH   CEYLON. 

Missionaries.  —  Miss  Eliza  Agnew  at  Uduville,  Mrs.  E.  F.  DeReimer  at  Chava- 
gacheny,  Misses  H.  E.  Townshend  and  S.  R.  Howland  at  Udupitty.  Schools.  — 
Boarding-schools  at  Uduville,  sixty-eiglit  pupils,  Miss  Agnew  in  charge;  and 
Udupitty,  twenty-four  pupils,  Miss  Townshend  in  charge.  Village  schools  in  Chava- 
gacherry  district.    Four  Bible-women. 

The  schools  in  this  mission  have  been  more  than  usually  pros- 
perous the  past  year,  having  obtained  the  highest  percentage  of 
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assistance  from  government  of  all  the  aided  schools  in  the  same 
grade  in  Ceylon.  Four  have  graduated  from  the  Udupitty  school, 
and  one  has  left  to  be  married,  all  professing  Christians.  Of  the 
forty- three  additions  to  the  church  at  Uduville,  twenty-four  were 
from  the  boarding-school.  Work  among  the  women,  by  Misses 
Howland  and  Hillis,  grows  in  interest.  A  native  pastor  writes, 
that,  for  more  than  a  mile  around  their  station,  he  can  rarely  find 
a  house  where  these  ladies  have  not  visited. 

FOOCHOW   MISSION   (SOUTH-E ASTERN   CHINA). 

Missionaries.  —  Mrs.  L.  E.  Hartwell  at  Foochow,  Miss  A.  M.  Payson  at  Nantai 
(suburb  of  Foochow).  School.  —Boarding-school  at  Foocbow,  thirty  pupils,  Miss 
Payson  in  charge. 

Mrs.  Hartwell  reports  long  tours  into  the  interior,  sowing  seed 
for  future  harvests.  The  boarding-school  has  had  a  successful 
year.  A  monthly  child's  paper  is  issued  in  the  colloquial  language, 
edited  by  Miss  Payson  and  the  ladies  of  the  Methodist  mission. 

NORTH   CHINA   MISSION. 

Missionary.  —  Miss  M.  E.  Andrews.    One  Bible-woman. 

The  work  for  women  in  this  mission  is  less  fluctuating  than  in 
past  years.  A  class  of  fourteen  women  has  been  taught  to  read, 
also  a  class  of  ten  girls.  Miss  Andrews  is  still  detained  in  this 
country  by  ill  health. 

JAPAN  MISSION. 

Missionaries.  — Misses  Eliza  Talcott  and  Julia  Gulick  at  Kobe  (300  miles  W. 
S.  W.  from  Yeddo),  Mrs.  S.  E.  DeForest,  Misses  M.  E.  Gouldy,  F.  A.  Stevens,  and 
J.  E.  Wheeler  at  Osaka  (20  miles  E.  of  Kobe). 

The  work  in  Japan  continues  of  great  interest.  Miss  Talcott  is 
associated  with  Miss  Dudley  (Woman's  Board  Missions  Interior) 
in  a  school  of  thirty-four  pupils  at  Kobe,  besides  holding  frequent 
meetings  with  the  women.  A  home  and  boarding  school  is  also  in 
contemplation  at  Kioto,  as  will  be  seen  on  another  page.  A  mis- 
sionary of  the  American  Board  writes,  "  I  wish  I  could  tell  you 
how  glad  we  are  to  have  our  force  increased  by  the  four  who  have 
just  arrived.  It  may  seem  ungrateful  to  say  so;  but  four  persons 
are  really  a  small  number,  when  it  is  remembered,  that,  if  the  whole 
force  of  the  American  Board's  missionaries  were  turned  into 
Japan  to-day,  with  the  language  at  their  tongue's  end,  there  would 
be  no  lack  of  attentive  hearers  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days 
in  the  year. 
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MISSION  TO  NORTHERN  MEXICO. 

Missionary.  —  Mis3  C.  M.  Strong  at  Monterey  (capital  of  Nueva  Leon.  Popula- 
tion thirty  thousand).    School.-— At  Monterey. 

Miss  Strong  reports  good  progress  in  her  school,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition,  and  the  interest  in  her  work  as  steadily  developing. 

DAKOTA   MISSION. 

Missionaries.  —  Miss  Marie  L.  Haines,  Miss  Anna  Skea,  at  Santee  Agency 
(Nebraska).    School.  —  The  Dakota  Home. 

A  prosperous  year  is  reported  in  the  Home,  a  full  report  of 
which  will  be  given  in  the  next  number. 

MISSION   TO   AUSTRIA. 
Missionary.  —  Mrs.  C.  E.  Schauffler  at  Brun  (Moravia). 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  trial  in  this  mission.  Mrs. 
Schaumer's  work  has  been  interfered  with  by  government,  influ- 
enced, probably,  by  ecclesiastics;  yet  she  hopes  for  ultimate  suc- 
cess. 

In  the  aggregate,  we  have  now  connected  with  our  Board  fifty- 
seven  missionaries,  twenty-one  seminaries  and  boarding-schools 
with  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  fifty- four  village  and 
day  schools  with  over  a  thousand  pupils.  There  are,  also,  a  large 
number  of  day  schools  connected  with  the  American  Board,  not 
needing  pecuniary  assistance,  making,  in  all,  six  hundred  schools 
with  about  twenty  thousand  pupils,  about  two-fifths  of  which  are 
girls. 


A  CENTENNIAL  OUTLOOK. 

BY  MRS.    M.   B.    NORTON. 

In  view  of  our  country's  history,  natural  advantages,  and  pros- 
perity, what  is  our  responsibility?  For  what  end  is  bestowed  upon 
us  our  vast  area  of  hillside  and  prairie,  fringed  by  mountain- 
ranges,  and  bordered  by  ocean-strands  ?  For  what  our  countless 
forests,  our  unlimited  mineral  resources,  our  treasures  of  coal,  our 
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vast  internal  arteries  of  trade  and  commerce  ?  For  what  our  many 
thousand  miles  of  shore-line  on  two  oceans,  where  swift  steamers 
ply  between  our  ports  and  either  hemisphere,  and  our  white-winged 
ships  hover  at  every  island  of  the  sea?  For  what  the  annihilation 
of  time  and  space  by  iron  bands  which  span  our  continent,  and 
electric  currents  which  thrill  the  air  and  the  sea  the  whole  world 
round  in  our  service  ? 

If  it  be  true  that  mixed  races,  like  the  Roman  and  the  Saxon, 
have  ever  been  foremost  in  power  and  achievement,  what  vista 
opens  before  the  American,  the  product  of  all  the  historical  nations, 
set  in  these  new  conditions?  —  what  but  a  mission  to  all  the  world, 
such  as  no  race,  no  nation,  has  ever  had  before? 

If  it  be  the  privilege  of  America  to  appropriate  the  ripened 
fruits  of  time,  and,  since  nothing  true  or  beautiful  or  good  ever 
really  perishes,  to  utilize  every  triumph  of  science,  and  assimilate 
to  her  own  purposes  the  literature,  art,  and  industry  of  the  world, 
what  is  the  length  and  breadth,  the  height  and  depth,  of  her 
corresponding  obligation  ? 

In  a  sense  belonging  to  no  other,  our  national  birthright  is  the 
high  commission  to  carry  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  The  Chris- 
tian principle  lies  at  the  base  of  our  social  fabric,  as  in  no 
other  land  or  age.  It  was  not  essential  that  it  be  formulated  in 
the  Constitution  at  the  first:  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  Ipe  inter- 
polated now.  It  was  written  in  letters  of  living  light  by  the  finger 
of  divine  Providence  when  religious  persecution  thrust  forth  the 
Pilgrims  from  English  shores,  when  Roger  Williams  and  Lord 
Baltimore,  William  Penn  and  the  Huguenots,  though  representa- 
tives of  diverse  latitudes  and  differing  creeds,  laid  on  our  shores  in 
faith  and  prayer  the  foundations  of  the  nation  that  was  yet  to  be. 
God  wrought  through  them;  and  "they  builded  better  than  they 
knew  "  for  his  glory,  not  in  the  New  World  alone,  but  in  all  the 
earth.  He  .who  made  the  apostle  to  the  Gentiles  pre-eminent  among 
his  first  messengers  has  also  prepared  America  for  a  great  apostle- 
ship  among  the  nations.  To  this  end  were  we  born,  that  we  might 
become  the  channel  for  conveying  our  peculiar  blessings  to  those 
who  sit  in  darkness,  and  see  no  light.  Our  recognition  of  univer- 
sal human  brotherhood,  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  freedom,  point 
unerringly  to  this  great  work.  No  less  so  does  the  baptism  of 
missionary  spirit  in  the  infancy  of  the  nation.  While  half  a  score 
of  feeble  colonies  on  our  Atlantic  coast  were  still  struggling  for 
existence,  that  whereunto  they  were  called  was  distinctly  appre- 
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hended.  The  Puritan  fathers  aimed  not  more  at  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  a  community  where  they  might  themselves  worship  God 
in  peace  than  at  the  conversion  of  the  savage  tribes  of  the  New 
World.  At  the  close  of  the  century  in  which  the  Pilgrims  set  foot 
on  Plymouth  Rock,  there  were  four  thousand  praying  Indians,  and 
thirty  native  churches,  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony  alone,  as  the 
result  of  missionary  labor  done  while  the  wilderness  was  still  to  be 
cleared  away,  the  first  cabins  to  be  reared,  the  first  corn  to  be 
planted,  the  first  churches  and  schoolhouses  to  be  built.  Later  in 
the  early  years  of  our  national  existence,  when  infidelity  flourished 
in  high  places,  and  embargo,  and  commercial  distress,  and  threaten- 
ing war  were  upon  the  land,  God  was  still  leading  it  by  the  right 
hand  of  his  power  to  the  work  for  which  he  had  been  long  pre- 
paring the  way.  The  Saviour  of  men  was  stirring  hearts  to  go  to 
those  beyond,  to  send,  to  consecrate  to  him  their  money.  Thus 
the  great  missionary  organizations  which  the  century  has  nourished 
sprang  into  life.  Thus  has  the  Master  called  our  young  nation  to 
drink  of  his  cup,  and  to  be  baptized  with  his  baptism. 

The  famishing  millions  of  the  earth  are  looking  to  us.  Let  not 
the  voice  of  unbelief  exclaim,  "  What  are  our  five  barley-loaves 
among  so  many?  "  Hearkening  to  the  command,  "  Give  ye  them 
to  eat,"  we  will  remember  that  He  wjio  gives  the  direction  will  see 
to  it  that  the  loaf  is  multiplied  in  our  hands,  even  while  we  dis- 
tribute according  to  his  word.  He  who  alone  has  made  us  to  differ 
asks  us  to  make  good  our  own  possession  of  these  blessings,  by 
demonstrating  our  capacity  and  our  disposition  to  use  them  aright. 
Shall  we  be  left  to  fall  below  the  demand  of  our  high  privilege  ? 
These  gifts  which  the  ages  have  brought  to  lay  at  our  feet  can 
never  be  ours,  if  we  prove  so  unworthy.  The  talents  taken  from 
him  who  used  them  not  for  his  lord,  the  candlestick  removed  out 
of  its  place,  are  on  record  for  our  warning.  We  may  ourselves 
answer  the  oft-recurring  question,  "  Shall  our  young  nation  grow 
old  and  decay,  be  overtaken  by  disaster  and  disgrace,  like  the  na- 
tions of  antiquity?  "  Yes,  if,  like  them,  we  neglect  the  lessons 
of  providence  and  of  grace;  if,  like  them,  we  spend  our  Lord's 
money  on  ourselves;  like  them,  rejoice  in  ceiled  houses,  and  purple 
and  fine  linen,  forgetting  the  day  of  recompense,  forgetting  the 
high  commission  with  which  we  have  been  charged.  Deeper  will 
be  our  downfall  and  our  oblivion,  if  we  fail;  higher  and  richer  our 
reward,  if  we  are  faithful  to  our  greater  obligation. 

Thus  we  see  the  elements  of  our  privilege  and  our  responsibility, 
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—  unprecedented  advantages  in  our  vast  arena,  and  resources  for 
material  action  and  development;  a  mechanical  and  scientific  mas- 
tery over  Nature,  which  seems  more  like  the  wonders  of  a  fairy-tale 
than  sober  reality;  a  historical  position  which  sets  before  us  for 
our  instruction  the  lore  of  past  ages,  conserving  the  good,  and 
placing  on  record,  for  our  warning,  the  failure  and  the  evil;  the 
fresh,  aggressive  spirit  of  a  young  nation;  the  very  corner-stones  of 
our  government  laid  in  civil  and  religious  liberty  for  all  men;  a 
special  and  distinct  call  to  missionary  work  from  the  time  of  the 
fathers  until  now;  those  sitting  in  the  shadow  of  death  calling  for 
help  at  our  doors,  and  within  easy  reach  of  our  railways,  our  steam- 
ships, and  our  telegraph-lines.  How  shall  we  meet  this  heavy 
account?  —  we,  a  people  born  to  be  the  true  cosmopolites  of  all 
time  and  all  races.  Yerily,  if  we  neglect  our  opportunity,  if  we 
fail  to  understand  our  mission,  our  doom  is  sealed.  "  Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balances,  and  found  wanting,"  will  be  written  over 
against  us.  Sooner  let  the  sun  be  darkened  in  the  heavens,  and 
confusion  reign  through  all  the  system  which  whirls  round  him  in 
order  and  light  and  beauty,  than  the  astounding  spectacle  of  a 
people  nurtured  by  such  goodness,  turning  away  from  their  high 
commission  to  sit  down  in  selfish  ease ! 

What  is  it  to  have  been  born  to  a  woman's  heritage  in  this  age 
and  land?  Is  it  to  spend  our  years  in  the  round  of  domestic  duties 
alone;  to  give  ourselves,  without  ceasing,  to  the  demands  of  an  arti- 
ficial and  over-elaborated  style  .of  living,  to  unending  caretaking 
over  drapery  and  furniture  and  adornments,  which  so  often  prove 
destructive  of  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit?  Is  it  that 
we  may  spend  our  winters  in  a  weary  round  of  society,  and  flit 
about  in  summer-times  from  springs  to  seaside,  or  from  sea  to 
mountain  side,  in  fevered  reach  after  rest  and  health  and  peace, 
or  in  more  feverish  desire  to  rival  there  our  neighbors  in  fashion- 
able display?  Is  it  that  we  may  cross  the  seas  in  hope  that  the 
mind  will  change  as  we  go,  and  happiness  steal  into  the  heart 
under  sunnier  skies  ?  Is  it  even  that  we  may  sit  down  at  home 
to  intellectual  and  aesthetic  gratification,  forgetting  those  who  are 
starving  for  the  spiritual  food  we  are  commissioned  to  give  them? 

The  century  has  seen  women  in  Christian  lands  largely  emanci- 
pated from  domestic  drudgery  by  labor-saving  inventions ;  has  seen 
higher  education  opened  to  them  in  the  halls  of  Mt.  Holyoke, 
Vassar,  Wellesley,  and  Smith,  and  ponderous  college-gates  swing- 
ing back  to  admit  them ;   has  taught  them  through  a  war  which 
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took  husband,  son,  or  brother  from  almost  every  hearthstone,  how 
easy  are  mighty  ministries  of  mercy  to  those  in  need,  if  but  the 
heart  is  touched. 

Now  our  ears  are  smitten  with  the  cry  of  our  own  sex,  going 
down  to  death  in  lands  where  there  are  few  to  help,  and  where  we 
may  carry  the  sunlight  of  the  gospel  into  dark  and  wretched  homes, 
barred  and  bolted  still  to  the  entrance  of  Christian  men.  A  hun- 
dred years  ago,  not  one  of  all  these  doors  was  open  to  us  :  now 
not  one  is  shut. 

Here  is  a  work  for  each  one  of  us,  that  no  other  can  accomplish. 
Each  one  can  reach  it  "by  prayer,  by  purse,  by  proxy,  or  in  per- 
son." There  is  no  moment  to  be  lost.  While  we  speculate  or 
hesitate,  time  speeds  :  while  we  halt  or  falter,  myriads  throng  the 
broad  road. 

By  the  "  lines  "  which  "  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places," 
and  which,  from  so  many  hilltops  of  vision,  we  are  tracing  afresh 
in  this  centennial  year,  the  Master  is  calling  anew  for  a  personal 
devotion  to  him,  which  shall  consecrate  our  all,  our  very  life,  with 
its  happy  array  of  attendant  blessings,  —  his  gifts,  —  to  be  used  for 
him  as  by  those  who  are  under  solemn  bonds  to  meet  their  high 
obligations  by  work  while  the  day  lasts. 


WHAT  OF  IT? 


After  all,  what  does  it  amount  to,  —  all  this  excitement  about 
the  centennial  year?  All  the  hundreds  of  centennial  festivals, 
cropping  out  in  every  little  village  and  hamlet,  the  centennial  lite- 
rature that  floods  the  daily  press  and  periodicals,  the  pealing  of 
bells,  the  illuminations,  the  brilliant  processions  on  the  national 
holidays,  the  costly  buildings  and  millions  of  money  in  our  Great 
Exposition,  —  what  is  the  use  of  it  all  ?  It  is  the  spontaneous  out- 
burst of  a  young  nation,  rejoicing  in  its  freedom  and  the  strength 
of  its  early  manhood.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  also,  that  with  Christians 
there  mingles  with  an  elevated  patriotism  true  gratitude  to  God 
for  what  he  has  wrought  in  us  as  a  nation.  Yet  when  it  is  all 
over,  when  the  Exposition-doors  are  shut,  when  the  anniversary 
days  are  come  and  gone,  —  what  then?  How  many  will  be  the 
better  for  it  all  ? 

Let  us  not  think,  because  we  are  women,  that  we  should  not  ask 
ourselves  this  question.     There  never  has  been  a  movement  in 
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which  women  have  been  more  prominent.  There  are  women  on 
all  the  executive  committees,  woman's,  hands  in  all  the  festivals, 
and,  at  the  Exposition,  a  woman's  building,  in  which  she  is  to 
exhibit  what  she  has  accomplished  in  a  hundred  years.  How  are 
we,  as  Christian  women,  to  be  the  better  for  this  large  expenditure 
of  time  and  money  ?  Is  it  all  a  waste  ?  Not  if  it  is .  laid  at  the 
feet  of  the  Master,  the  costly  offering  of  grateful  hearts.  Yet 
cannot  we  honor  him  more  by  ministering  to  his  little  ones? 
Cannot  we  signalize  this  centennial  year  by  some  special  work  for 
the  four  hundred  millions  of  women  who  know  not  the  way  of 
salvation? 

We  have  a  proposition  to  make  to  you,  dear  friends.  It  is,  that, 
aside  from  your  regular  contributions,  you  shall  raise  a  centennial 
fund.  That  it  may  be  a  real  and  vital  interest  with  us,  we  pro- 
pose that  it  shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  women  of  Japan.  Edu- 
cated and  cultivated,  as  many  of  them  are,  and  capable  of  a  full 
appreciation  of  a  noble  womanhood,  yet,  without  the  gospel,  they 
are  as  truly  heathen  as  the  degraded  being  in  an  African  kraal. 
We  ask  you  for  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  building  of  a  Home 
in  Japan.  We  hope  it  will  be  situated  in  Kioto,  a  city  of  more 
than  half  a  million  of  inhabitants,  which  has  long  been  considered 
the  spiritual  centre  of  the  empire.  It  is  here  that  Yamamoto  lives, 
the  blind  counsellor  of  the  Kioto  Government,  who  has  become  so 
much  interested  in  Christian  truth.  Yamamoto 's  sister,  a  lady  of 
rare  culture  and  intelligence,  for  several  years  at  the  head  of  a 
girls'  school  in  Kioto,  has  recently  become  the  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Nee  Sima,  so  well  known  in  this  country.  She  was  baptized,  and 
received  into  the  church  at  Kobe,  a  few  days  before  her  marriage. 
Missionaries  have  recently  been  invited  to  live  in  Kioto;  and 
through  the  personal  application  of  Mr.  Nee  Sima  to  the  minister 
of  education  at  Yeddo,  permission  has  been  granted  to  start  a 
Christian  school. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Woman's  Board,  that  a  building  for 
a  home  and  girls'  boarding-school  will  soon  be  needed  in  Kioto,  at 
an  expense  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Plans  for  it  have  not  yet 
been  matured;  but,  if  the  rapid  progress  in  Christianity  of  the  last 
two  years  continues,  the  money  will  probably  be  needed  before  the 
close  of  the  year.  Half  the  sum  necessary,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
raised  by  the  Japanese  themselves.  The  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont branches  have  each  pledged  a  thousand  dollars  for  this  pur- 
pose.    Who  will  send  extra  centennial  offerings  for  the  remainder  ? 
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The  cry  of  "  Young  Japan  "  to-day  is  for  "  civilization. "  Let 
us  make  sure,  that,  with  their  civilization,  they  have  pure  and 
undefined  religion.  Let  us  do  our  best  to  raise  up  Christian  moth- 
ers for  their  nation. 


GREENFIELD  BRANCH. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  formation  of  the  Greenfield  Branch, 
the  thirteenth  on  our  list.  An  account  of  its  organization  is  in 
type,  but  has  been  crowded  out  by  other  matter.  It  will  be  given 
in  the  next  number. 


QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  will 
be  held  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  Congregational  House,  Boston,  on  Tues- 
day, April  4,  1876,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  Jan.  18  to  Feb.  18,  1876. 


MRS.  BEN  JAMES"  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  "Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Norridgewock, 
Aux.,  $6;  East  Machias  Cong. 
Ch.,  $6.50 ;  Searsport,  Aux.,  $7 ; 
Gorham,  Aux.,  to  const.  L.M.'s 
Mrs.  Adeline  Mordough  and 
Miss  Jane  Noyes,  $50,  $69  00 

Total,  $69  00 


C.  Home  Building-Fund. . 

Maine  Branch.  —  Gorham  "  Mis- 
sion-Workers," of  wh.  $50  to 
const.  L.M.'s  Daisy  E,.  Water- 
man, Kittie  Garland,  $60  00 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Bedford.  —  "  Buds  of  Promise,"  $8  00 
Fisherville.  —  Mrs.   M.   A.    W. 

Fiske,  5  00 

Webster— Cong.  S.  S.,  25  00 


Total,         $38  40 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  Treas.,  Burlington,  Aux., 
$10;  Castleton,  Aux.,  $7; 
Springfield,  Aux.,  $35;  Town- 
shend,  Aux.,  $13;  Bridport, 
"  Lakeside  Gleaners,"  $85 ; 
East  St.  Johnsbury,  Aux.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Esther  Mc- 
Curdy,  $25;  Vergennes  Cong. 
S.  S.,  for  pupil  in  the  Harpoot 
Fern.  Sem.,  $40 ;  Rutland,  Aux., 
towards  Miss  Norris's  rent, 
Bombay,  $42.25;  Orwell,  Aux., 
with  prev.  contri.,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  O.  H.  Bascom,  $257  25 

East  Hardwick.  —  "  Wayside 
Gleaners," 

Fairlee.  —  Mrs.  H.  Kibbey, 

Grafton.  —  A  few  ladies, 

Montpelier.  —  Mrs.  George  W. 
Scott, 


10  00 
1  40 
17  00 

3  00 


Total, 


$288  65 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Athol.  —  Aux.,  $46  44 

Beverly.  —  Dane-st.  Ch.,  Aux, 


RECEIPTS. 
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of  wh.  $25  by  Hon.  P.  W. 
Choate  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Helen  Norwood,  $75  to  const. 
L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Foster, 
Mrs.  Sarah.  D.  Woodberry, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Tuck,  $100  00 

Boston.  —  Mrs.  S.  C.  Chandler, 
$2;  Mrs.  B.  Perkins,  $5;  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Field,  $25;  Mary  E. 
Beck,  $1;  N.  R.  K.,  $7.60; 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Jewett,  for 
B.  R.  under  Miss  Hance,  $60; 
Mrs.  S.  Blasland,  $5;  a  Mend, 
$3;  Union  Ch.,  a  friend,  $10; 
"  Children's  Mission-Circle," 
$10;  Miss  Parcher,  $1;  Mt. 
Vernon  Ch.,  Mrs.  James  W. 
Kimball,  $25;  Old  South  Ch., 
"  Bartlett  Band,"  $30,  184  60 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot   Ch., 

Aux.,  20  00 

Bradford.  —  A  friend,  1  00 

Brockton.  —  Aux.,  51  00 

Cambridge.  —  Mr.   McKenzie's 

S.  S.,  four  classes,  16  55 

Conway.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 

Mrs.  William  C.  Campbell,  25  00 

Charlton.  —  Mrs.  J.  Haven,  2  00 

Dedham.  — "  Broad  Oak  Helpers,"    7  5G 
East  Braintree. —  "Monatiquot 

Mission-Circle,"  6  00 

Hast  Claremont.  —  Aux.,  3  00 

East  Hampton.  —  Aux.,  104  20 

East  Somerville.  —  Franklin-st. 

Ch..  Aux.,  14  60 

Fall  River. —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Sey- 
mour's sal'y,  $337;    "Willing 
Helpers,"  towards  two  pupils 
in  the  Harpoot  Fem.  Sem.,  $60,  397  00 
Gardner. —  Little   Boys'  Miss'y 

Box,  1  00 

Gloucester.—  Aux.,  towards  pupil 

in  the  C.  Home,  30  00 

Groveland.  —  Sarah  Tuttle,  $5 ; 

Mrs.  Laura  S.  Atwood,  2,  7  00 

Hoplcinton. —  Aux.,  35  00 

Lancaster.  —  St.,  5  00 

Littleton.  —  C.  M.  H.'s  Miss'y 

Box,  1  00 

Lowell.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Kirk-st.  S.  S.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Horace  B.  Shattuck;  $25 
Jolm-st.  Cong.  Soc'y,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Seabury; 
$25  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Cumnock  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Cumnock,  156  00 
Marblehead.— Aux.,  20  00 

Medford.  —  "  McCullom  Mission- 
Circle,"  pupil  at  Marsovan,  40  00 
Newbury  port. —  "  Belleville  Mis- 
sion-Circle," pupil  in  the    C. 
Home,                                            125  00 
Plymouth.  —  A  friend,  5  00 
South  Amherst.  —  Aux.,  to  const. 

L.  M.  Mrs.  M.  F.  Armstrong,       25  00 
South   Egremont.  —  "  Buds    of 
Promise,"  pupil  Uduville  Fem. 
Sem.,  30  00 

South  Framingham.  —  Aux.,  14  38 

South  Sudbmvj.  —  Aux.,  $10; 
"  Mayflowers,"  $40,  50  00 


Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H.  S. 

Buckingham,  Treas.,  Mrs.  H. 

M.     Loveland,     $100  ;    West 

Springfield,  "  Mite-Gatherers," 

pupil  Mrs.  Bissell's  sch.,  $30; 

pupil  Inanda,  $30,  $160  49 

Taunton.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $75  to 

const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  William  J. 

Breed,  Mrs.  Ann  D.  Reed,  Mrs. 

Benj.  C.  Hatch,  77  52 

Williamsburg.  —  "Juvenile 

Miss'y  Soc'y,"  19  04 

Winchester.  —  "  Seek-and-Save 

Soc'y,"  sale  of  bulbs,  10  00 

Total,  $1,789  38 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Dorchester.  —  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 

Mrs.  Nathan  Carruth,  $50  00 

Salem.  —  Tabernacle  Ch.,  Aux.,      25  00 
Watertown.  —  Aux.,  for  shelf  in 
library,  25  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  S.  White,  Treas.,  Slaters- 
ville,  Aux.,  $10;  Central  Falls, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  by  Mrs. 
Joseph  Wood  to  const.  Louise 
A.  Tracy  and  herself  L.M.'s, 
$66;  Barrington,  Aux..  $30; 
Newport,  Aux.  $250  ;  United 
Cong.  Ch.  S.  S.,  $274.94  for 
Miss  Payson'-s  sal'y;  Provi- 
dence, Beneficent  Ch..  Mrs. 
E.  E.  W.  Field,  Milton,  'Mass., 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Eliot  Vose,  Prov.,  $25,  $655  94 


Total, 


$655  94 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Benefi- 
cent Ch.,  Mrs.  S.  Millett 
Thompson,  for  child's  shelf  in 
the  library,  marked  Alice 
White  Thompson,  $10  00 

CONNECTICUT. 

Fair  Haven. — A.,  $2  00 

Hartford  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Hartford, 
Centre  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25 
by  a  friend  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Cook,  $25  by  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Perkins  to  const,  herself  L.  M.), 
$321.40;  Asylum-hill  Church, 
$122.85;  Windsor-avenue  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to  const, 
L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  B.  Gregg,  $50; 
Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  $116.50;  Pearl- 
st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Lottie  H. 
Hubbard,  with  prev.  contri.  to 
const.  L.  M,  Miss  Etta  Hub- 
bard, $139;  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
$77,  S.  S.  support  of  Lucy, 
$30;  "Scathyord  Mission-Cir- 
cle," $6;  Enfield,  Aux., $75.55; 
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Rockville,  Aux.,  $10;  Newing- 
ton,  Aux.,  $10;  Windsor  Locks, 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Roderick  Kendall,  $25 ;  Berlin, 
Aux.,  $14;  Terryville,  Aux., 
$13;  four  little  girls,  43  cts.; 
Hampton,  Aux.,  $10.10;  West 
Hartland,  $12 ;  Plainville,  Aux., 
Mrs.  L.  P.  Buell,  as  a  testimo- 
nial to  Mrs.  Marsh,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Candace  Whiting, 
$25;  Unionville,  Aux.,  $45.02; 
Glastenbury,  Aux.,  $145.75; 
$  1,248.60.  For  printing  report, 
$24.50,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,224  10 
Greenwich.  —  Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  100  00 
Lisbon.  —  Aux.,  11  00 

New    Canaan.   —  Mrs.   Joseph 

Greenleaf,  1  00 

New  Haven  Branch. —  Miss  Julia 
Twining,  Treas.,  Bethlehem, 
towards  p'y't  for  a  sch.-ship 
at  Marsovan,  $10;  Bridgeport 
(of  which  $25  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Davenport),  $95.19; 
Cheshire,  Mrs.  Paddock's 
B.  C.  for  pupil  at  Inanda, 
$20.50 ;  Cornwall,  to  support  a 
pupil  at  Marsovan,  $40;  East 
Haddam,  f  r.  Mrs.  E.  E.  McCall, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Henrietta 
McCall,  object  for  wh.  it  is  to 
be  used  to  be  hereafter  speci- 
fied, $25;  Fair  Haven,  Second 
Cong.  Ch.,  $36.05 ;  New  Britain, 
Centre  Ch.  (of  wh.  $25  fr.  Miss 
Julia  Stanley  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  James  Peck),  $133.34; 
New  Haven,  College-st.  Ch., 
$2;  Dwight-place  Ch.,  $34.50; 
Howard-ave.  Ch.,  $40;  North 
Ch.  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Hawes,  $25;  Third  Ch., 
$8.50;  New  Milford  "Star 
Circle"  (of  wh.  $50  for  two 
shares  in  the  Marsovan  school- 
building  and  $50  for  sch.-ship 
at  Dakota  Home),  $100;  North- 
ford,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
George  De  F.  Folsom,  $27.25; 
North  Haven,  $10.80;  Pros- 
pect, $1.55;  South  Canaan, 
towards  L.  M.-ship  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  Manley,  $10;  Stamford, 
for  one  share  in  Marsovan 
school-building,  $25;  Thomas- 
ton  (of  wh.  $25  fr.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Gilbert  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Chios  Downes),  $60;  Warren, 
$7.75;  Westport,  $25;  Wolcott- 
ville,  $20,  757  43 

New  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.,  New 
London,  Second  Cong.  Ch.  (of 
wh.  $50  toconst.L.M.'s  Mrs.  E. 
B.  Jennings,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Chap- 
pell),  $83.22;  Griswold  Mission- 


Circle,  $5 :  Mystic  Bridge  Cong. 
Ch.,  $10.40;  Old  Lyme  "Cheer- 
ful Givers,"  $35;  Stonington, 
Aux.,  $34  10,  $167  72 

Stafford  Springs.— Aux.,  22  95 

Total,     $2,286  20 

NEW  YORK. 
Fairport.  —  Aux.,  $20  00 

Fredonia.  —  Miss  Martha  L.  Ste- 
vens, 5  00 
North  Walton.—  Aux.,                     10  50 
Sherburne.  —  Aux.,                           66  88 
Union  Falls.  —  Mrs.  Fanny  D. 
Duncan,  $5;  Eliza  B.  Duncan, 
$5,                                                      10  00 


Total,         $112  38 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Goodell,  Treas ,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  Aux.,  $34.45 :  Orange, 
N.  J.,  Aux.,  $19.25;  "Buds  for 
Rebecca,"  $10;  Jersey  City 
"Earnest  Workers,"  $34.78; 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  $33;  Mont 
Clair  "  Blossoms,"  $20;  Phila. 
Central  Ch.,  Aux  ,  $8.25;  "Car- 
rier Doves,"  $10,  $219  73 

Total,        $219  73 

OHIO. 

Mesopotamia.  —  Mrs.  H.  R.  Par- 
melee,  $1  00 

Windham.  —  Young  Ladies'  Mis- 
sion-Band, 35  67 


Total, 


67 


IOWA. 


Charles  City,  —  "  Cricket  Circle,"  $5  00 
Newton. — A  friend,  40 

Tabor.  —  Cong.    S.    S.,   towards 
pupil  in  Udupitty  Fern.  S em.,      10  00 


Total, 


CALIFORNIA. 


$15  40 


San  Francisco.  —  Miss  Martha  E. 
Cummings,  $2 ;  Miss  S.  M.  N. 
Cummings,  $2,  $4  00 

Total,       $4  00 


General  Fund, 

C.  Home  Building-Fund, 

"  Life  and  Light," 

Weekly  Pledge, 

Leaflets, 


Total,       $6,671  27 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas. 


170  00 

965  60 

17  05 

2  77 

Note. — The  contribution  of  $98.05,  reported  in  the  February  number  as  from 
Broadway  Ch.,  Norwich,  should  have  been  the  2d  Cong.  Ch.  of  the  same  place. 


J}tpttmnt  $  tixt  Jinitim. 


INDIA. 

EXTRACT  FROM  MISS  KENDALL'S  LETTERS. 

Madura,  Oct.  29, 1875. 

We  shall  be  thankful  when  another  family  comes  to  our  aid,  for 
the  work  here  is  more  than  one  person  can  do.  You  see  where 
there  were  once  three, — Mrs.  Palmer,  Mrs.  Chandler,  and  her 
daughter,  —  now  there  is  only  one  ;  Miss  Sisson's  work  being  quite 
separate. 

I  try  to  console  myself  by  thinking  there  will  be  a  good  time 
coming  soon,  when  either  the  Palmers  or  Chandlers  will  return; 
and  then  the  work  will  be  divided,  and  so  much  lighter. 

You  ask  me  to  give  a  ^review  of  the  year's  work.  As  I  look 
back,  it  seems  to  have  been  a  year  of  much  toil,  but  almost  entirely 
fruitless.  Just  now  I  think  I  see  a  little  improvement  among  the 
boarding-school  girls.  At  the  end  of  the  last  school-year,  so  many 
of  the  Christian  girls  graduated,  that  all  this  year  it  has  been  a 
real  struggle  to  conquer  the  disorder,  disobedience,  and  carelessness 
that  reign  rampant  among  these  thoughtless  girls.  The  influence 
of  those  that  left  seemed  to  strengthen  the  teachers  and  me  won- 
derfully. 

For  several  weeks  past,  the  cholera  has  been  in  the  city;  and 
some  of  our  Christians  have  been  swept  away  by  it.  I  have  been 
hoping  and  praying  that  this  terrible  scourge  might  prove  a  great 
blessing  to  many  of  the  dear  girls  in  the  boarding-school.  Not  that 
I  wanted  them  simply  to  be  frightened,  and  fear  death.  I  wished 
them  all  to  have  such  a  firm,  sweet  trust  in  their  Saviour,  that  the 
fear  of  death  should  be  entirely  taken  away.  But  all  the  solemn 
warnings  seemed  to  drive  them  away,  and  make  them  more  care- 
less and  light-hearted  than  before.  But  God  did  not  leave  us  to 
ourselves,  and  now  I  see  this  little  cloud  arising.  What  gives 
me  the  greatest  happiness  is,  that  I  see  an  interest  and  anxiety 
among  some  of  the  most  perverse  natures.  Surely,  "  God's  ways 
are  not  our  ways."  To-morrow,  four  of  these  girls  are  to  be 
received  into  the  church.  I  feel  thankful  for  this  blessing;  but  it 
is  not  enough,  and  I  believe  God  will  bless  us  still  more.     So  the 
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year  has  not  been  without  fruit.  Four  precious  souls  have  been 
saved;  and  " there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  re- 
penteth." 

Nov.  6.  — The  Lord  has  helped  us,  and  blessed  us  wonderfully 
in  our  city  schools  the  past  four  months.  You  remember  I  wrote 
you  I  was  going  to  start  a  new  school  for  heathen  girls  in  the  south 
part  of  the  city. 

I  find  these  south-gate  girls  very  quick  and  clever  in  almost 
every  thing.  The  stories  I  tell  them,  they  seem  to  grasp  and  com- 
prehend beyond  any  thing  I  ever  saw  anywhere  else.  It  would 
make  you  glad  to  see  some  of  the  little  ones  come  boldly  to  the 
front  of  the  long  row  of  girls,  and  tell  some  of  the  Bible  stories 
they  have  learned,  in  their  pretty  childish  way. 

I  was  pleased,  a  few  days  ago,  to  see  how  conscientious  and 
impressible  one  of  these  girls  was.  She  is  the  oldest  and  largest 
girl  in  school,  perhaps  eleven  years  of  age.  That  morning  she 
had  been  very  naughty,  and  had  not  tried  to  do  her  work  nicely. 
So  I  told  the  girls  a  story  to  illustrate  her  conduct ;  but  before  I 
could  come  to  any  personalities,  when  there  was  silence  for  a 
moment,  she  hung  her  head,  now  quite  ashamed,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Ammah,  did  you  tell  that  story  just  on  my  account?  " 

I  was  quite  surprised;  for  I  did  not  suppose  the  child  would 
think  I  had  any  reference  to  her,  until  I  should  bring  it  out  quite 
plainly.  If  these  young  consciences  are  so  tender,  and  a  truth  is 
so  easily  impressed  upon  these  minds,  may  we  not  hope  that  many 
precious  seeds  may  be  sown  that  will  bring  forth  abundant  fruit  in 
the  harvest-time  ? 

Please  pray  much  for  the  teachers  of  these  schools  and  the  little 
children  who  attend  them,  and  remember  especially  the  boarding- 
school. 


EUROPEAN    TURKEY. 

LETTER   FROM    CARRIE. 

This  is  a  translation  of  a  letter  written  to  Miss  Maltbie  by 
Carrie  about  her  work  for  Christ  in  Bansko.  She  is  the  same 
little  girl  mentioned  in  the  "  Life  and  Light  "  for  December,  1870. 
She  is  now  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  went  to  spend  vacation 
with  a  schoolmate  for  rest;  and  the  love  of  Jesus  led  her  to  do  what 
she  could  for  him  during  the  time.     She  wants  to  become  a  Bible- 
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woman,  and  is  praying  for  a  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  prepare 
her  for  her  work. 

Bajjsko,  European  Turkey,  1875. 

My  beloved  Teacher, — I  will  write  to  you  a  little  of  the 
things  which  have  happened  since  I  left  you. 

I  had  heard  of  this  mountain-road,  how  very  hard  it  was  to  pass 
over  it;  but  now  I  know  by  experience.  The  mountain-air  for  the 
lungs  is  very  stimulating,  and  the  beautiful  views  very  pleasant  to 
the  eyes;  but  for  the  feet  the  road  is  very  hard.  The  air  of 
Bansko  is  very  pleasant  and  does  me  good.  The  people,  too,  are 
very  friendly ;  and  I  find  it  easy  to  open  conversation  with  them. 
Since  I  came,  I  have  visited  in  many  houses;  and  it  has  been  my 
desire  to  be  useful,  even  in  a  small  degree,  in  this  place.  The 
thought  that  has  constantly  been  in  my  mind,  and  impelled  me  to 
do  the  more  for  Jesus  is  this,  "  To-day  is  the  best  and  only  oppor- 
tunity I  have  to  work  for  the  Saviour;  and,  as  for  to-morrow,  I 
hope  to  live  to  see  it,  but  I  have  no  promise."  Many  times  I 
went  out  on  the  street  without  having  any  place  in  mind  to  visit; 
but  I  knew  God  had  prepared  work  for  me  for  the  day,  because  I 
committed  my  way  to  him,  and  trusted  in  his  faithful  promise. 
With  this  confidence  I  went  forth  ;  and  some  one  would  stop  me  to 
look  at  my  dress,  or  to  ask  me  some  questions  ;  and  I  would  im- 
prove the  opportunity  to  tell  them  of  Jesus,  feeling  this  was  an 
opportunity  given  me  by  him.  They  were  the  more  eager  to  hear, 
for  they  are  a  very  religious  people,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
faith  they  now  have  :  besides,  most  of  them  are  very  poor,  and 
greatly  need  the  comfort  which  can  only  be  found  by  trusting  in 
Christ. 

They  wondered  very  much  when  I  told  them  of  the  salvation 
our  Redeemer  has  wrought  out  for  us  all,  and  that  fasting,  trust  in 
the  saints,  and  penances,  were  entirely  useless. 

One  holiday  I  was  invited  to  visit  at  the  house  of  a  friend  who 
has  wealthy  neighbors.  I  had  not  been  there  long,  before  many 
of  them  came  in  to  hear  me  read  the  Bible,  and  sing.  We  talked 
with  them  some  about  the  duty  of  mothers  to  their  children.  But 
poor  mothers !  For  a  pity  they  knew  almost  nothing  of  their  duty, 
and  even  confessed  that  they  had  many  times  beaten  their  poor 
children  without  cause,  and  at  other  times  praised  them  when 
they  ought  to  have  been  punished.  It  was  very  evident  that  they 
had  need  to  learn  the  first  principles  of  Christianity.     They  all 
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listened  eagerly,  as  I  explained,  from  John  x.,  of  the  way  which 
leads  to  heaven,  and  of  the  gate  through  which  they  must  enter  it ; 
and  I  was  much  interested  in  the  questions  they  asked.  The 
harvest  here  is  ripe,  and  there  is  much  need  of  workers  sent  of 
the  Master  into  the  harvest.  Oh,  how  pleasant  it  is  to  tell  the 
"old,  old  story  "  of  Jesus  Christ! 

Soon  I  shall  see  you,  and  will  tell  you  all  the  rest. 

Your  pupil,  Carrie  Todrova. 


JAPAN. 

EXTRACT  FROM  MISS  DUDLEY'S  LETTERS. 

Dec.  21, 1875. 

A  great  sorrow  has  come  to  us  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Emily 
Gulick.  She  came  from  Kalgan,  North  China,  with  her  husband, 
Rev.  John  Gulick,  hoping  he  might  recruit  his  health.  Her  death 
was  sudden,  though  not  entirely  unexpected  by  herself.  She  was 
patient  and  cheerful,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  she  died,  she 
sang  "  Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus;  "  and  we  all  felt  that  even  here, 
she  was  living  in  his  presence.  Her  body  rests  in  a  sheltered 
corner  of  our  own  large  lot;  and  her  soul  is  with  Him  whom  she 
loved  and  lived  for.  The  first  death  of  an  adult  in  our  circle 
makes  us  realize  how  little  a  life  we  have  to  live  here.  [Many  in 
America  will  remember  this  missionary  of  English  birth,  who  had 
with  her  a  little  Chinese  girl  whom  she  had  adopted.]  ...  I  wish 
to  acknowledge  here  a  package  of  fancy  articles  and  a  bed-quilt 
from  the  young  ladies  of  Cuyahoga  Falls,  O.,  brought  by  Miss 
Wheeler.  .  .  .  My  time  is  fully  occupied,  attending  to  every  thing 
in  the  Home  outside  of  the  schoolroom,  and  having  the  advanced 
class  in  universal  history,  composed  of  six  of  our  best  girls,  also 
helping  some  of  the  older  girls  in  their  classes.  We  have  thirty- 
six  scholars,  only  six  of  whom  are  boarding  in  the  Home.  We  are 
going  to  lose  one,  who  goes  to  join  her  husband.  He  has  been  in 
England  two  years,  and  came  back  prejudiced  against  Christianity. 
But  he  is  changing  now;  and  she  is  full  of  faith  for  him;  though 
the  tears  fall  at  thought  of  leaving  us.  This  is  the  beginning  of 
many  such  trials;  but,  if  each  dear  girl  goes  forth  strong  in  her 
Saviour,  we  shall  gladly  give  them  up. 

Most  of  my  missionary  work  is  in  Hiogo,  the  native  town,  Kobe 
being  the  foreign  concession;  have  a  walk  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
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four  times  a  week.  It  has  been  a  hard  field,  but  we  have  signs 
of  a  coming  harvest. 

Have  had  a  large  class  of  medical  students  in  Sunday  school, 
and  finally  three  of  the  physicians  themselves;  hope  to  start  a 
class  for  women  sabbath  afternoons,  as  they  cannot  go  out  in  the 
mornings. 

I  go  now  to  Amaga-Saki,  a  city  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants, 
once  in  two  weeks,  —  eighteen  miles  by  rail.  There  is  regular 
preaching  by  one  of  the  young  men ;  and  the  audiences  are  large. 
My  heart  yearns  over  the  dear  lambs  of  the  fold  left  in  Sanda;  and 
I  hope  to  spend  part  of  the  holidays  there.  There  are  to  be  several 
additions  to  the  church  here  on  New  Year's  sabbath. 

The  following  extract  is  of  much  older  date,  but  too  interesting 
to  be  omitted. 

"  The  little  lady,"  as  we  call  her,  a  bright,  pretty  woman,  had 
begun  the  difficult  task  of  dressing  herself  and  children  in  foreign 
clothes.  The  Japanese  baste  their  garments  together,  to  be  taken 
apart  at  every  washing.  She  wanted  to  learn  to  sew ;  and  for  six 
weeks  I  spent  two  hours  a  day  at  their  house,  teaching  the  wife  and 
a  sister  to  sew,  and  the  grandmother  to  knit.  The  old  lady,  who 
in  her  drab  robe,  white  kerchief,  and  spectacles,  looked  like  one  of 
our  ideal  grandmothers,  seemed  quite  proud  as  the  little  red  stock- 
ing grew  slowly  from  her  fingers.  The  garments  showed  what 
could  be  well  done,  by  those  who,  all  their  lives,  had  only  folded 
their  white  hands,  and  been  waited  upon. 


AFRICA. 
PAUT  OF  MISS  DAY'S  LETTER. 

Amanzimtote,  South  Afkica,  Oct.  28, 1875. 

A  year  ago,  there  was  apparently  a  good  degree  of  religious 
interest  in  the  school,  which  seemed  to  be  a  continuation  of  the 
state  of  feeling  the  previous  term,  though  there  had  been  two 
months'  vacation  between. 

Two  or  three  evenings  in  the  week,  sometimes  every  night  after 
the  evening  session  of  the  school,  the  boys  met  in  the  dining-room 
for  a  short  prayer-meeting.  During  this  term  of  which  I  speak, 
and  the  previous  one,  eighteen  of  the  pupils  expressed  earnest 
desires  to  begin  the  Christian  life ;  and  others  manifested  more  or 
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less  interest  in  their  souls'  salvation  by  words  or  acts.  Many  of 
them  have  since  given  evidence  of  true  conversion.  We  are 
grateful  for  this,  but  long  to  see  the  work  going  on  and  increasing. 

This  term,  there  has  seemed  to  be  a  very  general  interest  in  study, 
and  earnest  attention  to  Mr.  Wilder's  stirring  appeals  to  them  to 
come  to  Christ  now. 

Of  work  outside  of  the  school,  I  db  less  than  I  would  like  to  do. 
Since  taking  charge  of  the  boarding  establishment  connected  with 
the  seminary,  I  have  less  time  for  visiting  the  people  than  before. 
Only  on  Monday  afternoons  am  I  free  to  go  out  among  them.  I 
enjoy  it  very  much,  and  shall  gladly  embrace  any  opportunity  in 
the  coming  vacation  for  spending  some  time  in  that  way. 


PEKIN,  NORTH  CHINA. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  CHAPIN'S  LETTER. 

We  are  very  soon  to  lose  three,  and  probably  four  Christian  girls 
from  our  school ;  but  we  are  glad  to  feel  that  others  are  coming  for- 
ward to  take  their  places,  not  only  for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  school.  Three  of  these  girls  are  to  be  married  within 
a  few  months ;  and  one  of  them  has  already  gone  home  to  make 
preparations.  She  is  the  one  who  has  been  longest  with  us,  having 
been  the  first  pupil  Mrs.  Bridgman  obtained  when  she  opened  the 
school,  more  than  ten  years  ago.  This  girl  has  been  a  great  com- 
fort and  help  to  us,  especially  since  she  occupied  the  place  of  eldest 
girl  in  the  school,  which  has  been  for  more  than  a  year.  She  has 
exerted  a  quiet  but  very  strong  influence  over  the  girls ;  and  it  has 
always  been  for  good.  She  is  a  girl  of  sweet  disposition,  and  not 
at  all  self-asserting,  still  possessing  a  great  deal  of  quiet  dignity 
and  firmness.  She  was  a  great  favorite  with  the  girls,  and  there 
was  much  lamentation  among  them  when  she  went  away.  We 
regretted  her  going  quite  as  much,  and  probably  more,  on  some 
accounts,  than  did  her  schoolmates. 

Greatly  to  our  regret,  these  girls  who  are  just  leaving  us  are  all 
to  marry  heathen  husbands.  We  were  not  able  to  make  betrothals 
for  them  to  Christian  young  men ;  and,  as  an  early  betrothal  and 
marriage  is  considered  indispensable  for  the  respectability  of  Chi- 
nese girls,  their  parents  took  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  and 
made  the  arrangements  themselves.  Indeed,  I  doubt  whether  they 
would  have  given  their  consent  to  any  arrangement  that  we  might 
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have  proposed.  Although  we  feel  sorry  not  to  have  them  marry 
Christian  men,  we  have  more  hope  of  their  being  able  to  hold  to 
their  Christian  character  than  we  have  had  for  most  of  the  girls 
who  have  hitherto  gone  out  from  the  school.  They  have  been  with 
us  a  good  while,  and  we  think  they  have  the  truth  not  only  well 
grounded  in  their  minds ;  but  we  hope  it  is  firmly  rooted  in  their 
hearts,  and  trust  it  will  bear  fruit  in  their  lives. 

Besides  these  girls  who  are  so  soon  to  be  married,  there  is  one 
other  in  our  first  class,  who  is  not  betrothed  that  we  are  aware  of; 
but  her  time  is  nearly  out,  and  we  have  understood  that  her  grand- 
mother, who  has  the  care  of  her,  intends  to  take  her  away  as  soon 
as  it  expires.  That  will  leave  us  with  a  younger  class  of  pupils 
than  there  has  been  in  the  school  for  many  years,  and  will  dimin- 
ish our  number  to  fifteen.  We  hope  to  have  some  new  pupils 
soon. 

This  is  a  time  of  depression  and  barrenness  in  every  department 
of  missionary  work  here;  but  as  "  the  darkest  hour  is  just  before 
dawn,"  so  we  are  hoping  and  praying  that  the  dawn  of  a  brighter 
day  may  be  just  before  us.  A  great  many  are  looking  with  ear- 
nest expectation  for  the  speedy  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  these 
barren  wastes;  and,  when  that  shall  come,  we  know  that  even  this 
desert  land  shall  "  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose." 

I  feel  sure  that  you  are  joining  your  prayers  with  ours  for  this 
greatly  needed  blessing. 


^tpximnt 
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"  Yes,  we  are  ready  to  help.  At  our  meeting  in  January,  we 
decided  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Methodist  sisters,  who  meet 
once  a  month  for  prayer  and  missionary  reading,  followed  by  a 
social  tea.  Every  member  pays  one  dollar  a  year.  In  accordance 
with  our  invitation,  fifteen  or  twenty  came  together.  Several  paid 
the  dollar  at  once;  and  others  will  pay  quarterly.  Prayers  were 
offered  for  missions.  Miss  Collins's  letter  was  read,  and  from  the 
February  'Herald'  the  articles  entitled  'Treasury  Department,' 
'Retrenchment    in  the  Light  of    Experience,'   and   'Centennial 


124  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

Work.*  We  had  a  very  pleasant  and  social  time.  In  this  case, 
1  tea  has  become  a  means  of  grace.*  I  think  the  ladies  may  become 
quite  interested  in  missions.  While  we  are  together,  we  shall 
make  use  of  our  hands  in  some  way  for  good.  Some  will  knit 
mittens  for  the  poor  around  us  ;  others  will  cut  and  baste  patch- 
work for  the  children  in  mission  schools  to  sew,  and  will  send  it  to 
the  secretaries  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior, 
75  Madison  Street.  We  will  try  and  take  a  share  in  each  of  these 
enterprises. " 

"  I  have  received  your  Centennial  Circular;  and,  having  mission- 
ary friends  who  have  children  in  this  country  to  be  educated,  I 
would  prefer  that  the  mite  I  have  to  offer  should  be  applied  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  their  education.  Had  I  the  vigor  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  I  should  be  glad  to  offer  a  home  to  one  if  no 
more  of  them.  There  is  a  great  tenderness  in  my  heart  for  these 
lonely  ones ;  for  my  path  in  life  has  been  lonely  also.  Left  father- 
less in  infancy,  and  motherless  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  there  has  been 
a  great  want,  a  craving,  all  my  life,  for  a  parent's  love,  and  a  home 
with  father  and  mother.,, 

11  Your  Circular  of  centennial  work  was  read  at  our  last  mission- 
ary meeting,  and  the  question  asked,  *  Shall  we  assume  some  of 
these  shares?'  Our  meeting  was  small,  owing  to  bad  weather; 
but  we  voted  to  assume  at  least  one  share  in  addition  to  our  other 
pledge,  and  hope  we  may  do  more." 

"Last  year  we  only  sent  you  twenty- three  dollars  and  some 
cents:  this  year,  we  pledge  you  fifty  dollars.  Besides  this,  we  want 
to  take  one  of  the  ten-dollar-shares  set  forth  in  the  Circular." 

11  The  Centennial  Circular  was  read  to  the  ladies  of  our  society 
at  their  monthly  meeting.  Much  interest  was  felt  in  all  the 
objects,  for  which  additional  contributions  were  solicited  ;  and  it 
was  decided  that  we  would  take  five  shares,  without  specifying  to 
which  of  the  three  objects  the  money  should  be  devoted.  This  we 
propose  to  do  in  addition  to  the  fifty  dollars  pledged  for  Miss  Hillis, 
hoping,  however,  that  we  shall  not  be  obliged  to  limit  our  offerings 
to  this  amount. ' ' 


"  You  say  that  you  long  for  more  grace.    Did  you  ever  long,  and 
not  receive  ?  "  —  Fidelia  Fiske. 
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A  MISSIONARY  MEETING  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Our  company  of  four  delegates  started  early  for  the  conference, 
which  convened  at  H . 

We  arrived  a  little  before  ten  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
meeting.  As  there  was  but  one  room  in  the  church,  the  ladies 
met  in  a  private  house.  Only  three  churches  were  represented. 
Others  had  appointed  delegates,  but  bad  travelling  prevented  their 
attendance.    , 

We  were  kindly  received,  however,  and  most  of  the  forenoon 
was  spent  in  reading  documents  relating  to  woman's  missionary 
work,  in  answering  questions,  and  in  discussion.  The  afternoon 
session  was  a  lively  one.  All  had  become  interested  in  the  subject, 
and  were  not  slow  to  express  their  interest.  The  wife  of  a  German 
pastor  was  very  enthusiastic,  promising  that  she  would  do  all  she 

could  to  help  the  work   along.     The  ladies  of  H will  form 

an  auxiliary  immediately.  One  thought  she  could  spare  a  little 
butter  to  make  up  her  contribution  ;  others,  that  they  could  pick 
a  few  more  berries,  &c.  You  maybe  sure  that  every  cent  raised 
will  be  the  fruit  of  some  self-denial. 

I  had  felt  no  anxiety  about  the  final  result  ;  for  the  work  was 
the  Lord's,  and  he  had  been  guiding  and  controlling  the  whole 
matter,  removing  obstacles,  cheering  and  sustaining  us  through  all 
our  preparations,  in  so  marked  a  manner,  that  we  could  have  no 
doubt  about  our  duty.  You  may  judge  of  the  deep  gratitude  of 
every  heart  when  our  efforts  were  crowned  with  such  signal  suc- 
cess. But,  if  our  cup  was  filled  before,  it  overflowed  when  we 
received  from  members  of  the  conference  words  of  hearty  appre- 
ciation and  sympathy.  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  nearly  all  the  pastors  ;  and,  if  the  subject  can 
be  fully  brought  before  the  churches,  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  will 
be  developed  that  will  surprise  all.  The  great  need  is  more  infor- 
mation. 

FAREWELL  MEETINGS  IN  ELGIN,  ILL.,  AND  CHICAGO. 

The  church  at  Elgin,  111.,  gave  its  parting  words  and  benedic- 
tion to  Miss  Starkweather  in  a  public  meeting,  Feb.  10.  Although 
a  resident  of  only  two  years  standing  in  that  place,  she  had  by  her 
activity  in  Christian  labors,  and  by  her  rare  personal  character, 
endeared  herself  to  a  circle  reaching  much  beyond  the  church  of 
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which  she  was  a  member.  This  was  abundantly  evident  in  the 
large  attendance,  the  tender  interest  of  the  services,  and  the  many- 
tears  with  which  the  farewell  words  were  said.  Miss  Dudley  of 
the  Japan  mission,  to  which  Miss  Starkweather  also  goes,  is  from 
the  same  church,  while  the  immediate  neighborhood  has  given  to 
this  mission  Eev.  (Col.)  Davis  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  Doane. 

S.  J.  H. 

On  Thursday,  Feb.  17,  a  meeting  was  held  in  Chicago  to  take 
leave  of  Miss  Alice  J.  Starkweather  of  Elgin,  HI.,  and  Miss 
Martha  J.  Barrows  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  who  left  for  Japan  on 
the  18th,  with  Rev.  H.  H.  Leavitt  and  wife. 

After  opening  prayer  by  Prof.  S.  C.  Bartlett,  Miss  Barrows  was 
introduced  by  her  former  pastor,  Rev.  Prof.  J.  T.  Hyde,  who  said 
a  few  words  of  earnest  commendation,  having  previously  given  her 
the  highest  testimonials  as  a  devoted  Christian  and  a  woman  of 
unusual  executive  ability.  Rev.  Mr.  Humphrey  made  a  brief 
address  upon  the  work  of  missions  in  Japan ;  and  a  few  words 
were  said  by  Mr.  Sawayama,  a  Christian  Japanese,  now  being 
educated  at  Evanston,  111.,  for  future  missionary  work  in  his  na- 
tive country.  A  few  words  of  farewell  on  behalf  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior  were  spoken  by  Mrs.  Moses 
Smith.  The  consecrating  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  William  A. 
Bartlett,  after  which  the  meeting  was  of  a  social  character. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  FOR  LIFE   AND  LIGHT 

Should  be  sent  to  Secretary  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  Congre- 
gational House,  Boston,  and  not  to  the  Chicago  Secretaries,  as,  if 
sent  to  Chicago,  the  money  must  be  re-mailed  to  Boston. 


ALL  MONEY  FOR  THE  W.   B.   M.   I. 

Should  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Francis  Bradley,  Evanston, 
111.,  rather  than  to  the  Secretaries  in  Chicago,  as,  if  sent  to  Chi- 
cago, it  must  be  re-mailed  to  Evanston. 


FORMER  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  ECHOES 

Should  now  subscribe  for  the  Well- Spring.     Send  for  it  to  John 
Fairbanks,  54  Madison  Street,  Chicago. 


RECEIPTS. 


127 


TERMS  FOR  WELL-SPRING. 


Weekly, 

Semi-monthly? 

Monthly, 


65  cents  per  annum,  postage  prepaid 

gg  tl  U  U  ((  (< 

2(5  <(  U  it  It  ti 


A  St.  Louis  correspondent  writes,  "I  am  delighted  that  the 
4  Echoes  '  are  in  '  The  Well- Spring.'  If  that  can  only  be  strewn 
broadcast  over  the  land,  may  we  not  reasonably  hope  for  a  more 
intelligent  generation  to  succeed  us  as  missionary  workers?  " 


"  Always  be  ready  to  do  the  work,  and  let  others  have  the  name 
of  it."  —  One  of  the  Excellent  Missionary  Fathers. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  Jan.  15,  1876,  to  Feb.  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Akron.  —  Aux.,  Miss  S.  "W.  Ash- 
mun,  Treas.,  $16  00 

Cleveland  Heights.  —  Aux.,  Mrs. 
Fannie  Lamson,  Treas.,  26  00 

Hudson.  —  Aux.,  to  complete 
support  of  two  Bible-readers 
in  Madura,  37  85 

Lodi.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Rob- 
bins,  Treas.,  5  00 

Madison.  — Aux.,  f  or  scholarship 
at  Erzroom,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Hen- 
dry, Treas.,  13  00 

Oberlin.  —  Children's  Miss.  Soc, 
to  be  applied  upon  Mrs.  Mum- 
ford's  salary,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Cham- 
berlain, Treas.,  30  00 

Ravenna.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Waite,  Treas.,  8  52 

Tallmadge.  —  Aux.f  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Sackett,  Treas.,  30  50 

Twinsburg.  — Aux.,  Miss  Fannie 
L.  Wilcox,  Treas., 

West  Andover.  —  Aux.,  Miss  F.  T. 
Tuttle,  Treas., 


Total, 

INDIANA. 

Angola. — Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  C.  An- 


5  00 

17  62 

$189  49 


Mayflower  Ch. 


$7  00 


mgoia. 

drus, 
Indianapolis. 

Aux.,  4  75 

Port  land.  —  Ladies  of  Liberia,         8  00 


Total, 


$19  75 


MICHIGAN. 

Canandaigua.  —  Aux.,  $5  50 

Detroit.  —  "  Sunbeam  Band,"  for 
school  at  Battalagundu,  and, 
with  previous  contri.,  to  const. 
May  Hinsdale,  Mary  Yeager, 
Linnie  Wheaton,  Fannie  Eddy, 
Nellie  Scripps,  Florence  Tay- 
lor, Mary  Lane,  and  Lulu 
Griggs  L.  M.'s,  20  00 

Eastern  Conference  S.  Schools.  — 
For  purchase  of  horse  for  Miss 
Pinkerton,  Livonia  S.  S. ,  75  cts. ; 
New  "Baltimore  S.  S.,  $3.05; 
Romeo  S.  S.,  $5 ;  Armada  S.  S., 
$4;  New  Haven  S.  S.,  61  cts.; 
Flat  Rock,  Aux.,  $2,  15  41 

East  Saginaw.  —  Teachers'  Mis- 
sion-Circle, for  share  in  Japan 
newspaper,  10  00 

Flint.  —  Aux.,  for  Stomata  Ar- 
niseaie  of  Samokov,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Bangs,  Tr.,  15  00 

Fruitport,—  Mrs.  E.  W.  Fletcher 
and  daughters,  6  00 

Grand  Rapids.  —  Aux.,  for  sup- 
port of  Bible-reader  in  Nico- 
media,  22  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
teacher  in  Marash  school,  20  00 

Leslie.  —  Aux.,  2  00 

Pontiac.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is  to 
complete  scholarship  in  Mrs. 
Comng's  school,  the  remainder 
for  Miss  Pinkerton's  salary,         30  00 

Romeo.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is  for 
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Miss  Pinkerton's  salary,  the 
remainder  for  the  Bridgman 
school,  and  to  const.  Mrs.  Seth 
L.  Andrews  L.  M., 


00 


Total,  $205  91 

'      ILLINOIS. 

Aurora.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,     $26  50 

Chicago.—  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $135.03; 
Mamie  Newcomb,  60  cts. ;  Lea- 
vitt-st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $50;  New- 
England  Ch.,  Aux.,  $80.81; 
Union  Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  $80.60; 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Pickard,  $25,  372  04 

Elgin.  —  Aux.,  3  75 

Evanston.  —  "  Towel-Hemmers,"     2  79 

Hoyleton. —  S.  8.  Miss.  Society, 
E.  Harper,  Treas.,  7  00 

Lake  Forest.  —  Miss  M.  N.  Hath- 
away, 25  00 

La  Salle.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Treat,  Treas.,  9  75 

Lombard.  — 1st  Ch.  S.  S.,  for 
Bridgman  school,  15  06 

Peoria.  —  Plymouth  Ch.  S.  S. ,  f  or 
Bridgman  school,  15  00 

Quincy.  — Aux.,  with  prev.  cont. 
to  const.  Miss  E.  M.  Lewis  L. 
M.,  Mrs.  E.  Littlefield,  Treas.,      15  00 

Rockford.  —  Mrs.  H.  A.  Sandford, 
for  children  of  missionaries,        10  00 

Waukegan.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Partridge,  Treas.,  6  00 

Wheaton.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Dudley,  Mrs.  J,  M,  Chap- 
man, Sec, 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


13  15 

$521  Oi 


Bristol  and  Paris.  —  Ladies  of 
Cong.  Ch.,  for  salary  of  Mrs. 
Curtis,  $15  00 

Delavan. — Aux.,  to  complete 
amount  pledged  for  Mrs.  Cof- 
fing's  tours,  Miss  Josie  Ste- 
vens, Sec, 

Kenosha.  —  Aux.,  for  school  at 
Erzroom,  Mrs.Isaac  Clapp,Sec., 

Madison.  —  Aux.,  for  support  of 
schools  in  Cesarea,  Turkey,  and 
to  const.  Mrs.  Alexander  Kerr, 
L.  M., 

Menasha.  —  Aux., 

Milwaukee.  —  Mission  Band,  for 
salary  of  ass't  teacher  at  Ma- 
nissa,  Mrs.  C.  N.  Childs,  Sec, 

New  Lisbon.  —  Aux.,  $16; 
Young  People's  Mission  Circle, 
$6.77, 

Princeton.  — Mrs.  C.  D.  Richards, 


2  81 
31  00 


30  00 
12  25 


25  00 


22  77 
1  00 


Racine.  —  Aux.,  for  Manissa 
school,  $71 

Sparta.  —  Aux. ,  for  Manissa 
school,  Mrs.  P.  M.  Dunlevy, 
Tr  9 

Shullsburg. —  Aux.,  Emma  L. 
Virdin,  Tr.,  2 


Total, 

IOWA. 


$222  88 


Chester.  —  Aux.,  for  support  of 
Tenny,  in  Samokov  school,         $17 

Des  Moines.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Hillis,  25 

Denmark.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  Mrs. 
Isaac  Field  L.  M.,  Miss  Ella  J. 
Brackett,  Tr.,  25 

Fairfield.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  D.  Web- 
ster, Tr.,  10 

Grinnell.  —  Aux.,  $30  ;  Cong. 
Ch.,  Miss.  Soc,  $29;  all  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Hillis,  59  00 

McGregor. — Aux.,  for  support 
of  Shimon  Hariturian  of  Har- 
poot,  Mrs.  P.  Grant,  Tr. 

New  Hampton.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E. 
F.  Powers, 

Sabula.  —  Aux.,  toward  salary  of 
Miss  Whipple, 

Toledo.  —  Mrs.  E.  N.  Barker,  for 
teacher  at  Hadjin, 


Total, 

MINNESOTA. 


7 

1 

10 

10 

$165 


Hamilton. —  Aux., 
Anderson,  Tr., 


C.    J. 


Total, 

MISSOURI. 

St.  Louis.  —  "  Pilgrim  Workers  " 
of  Pilgrim  Cong.  Ch.,  for  sala- 
ary  of  Miss  Anderson,  Miss 
Mary  Jones,  Pres., 


Total, 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs.  —  Aux., 
Total, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sale  of  Pamphlets. 
Envelopes, 


Total, 
Total, 


$25 

$25 

$3_ 
$3 

$6 

1 

$8 
$1,371 
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Eerata.  — In  the  March  number,  in  receipts  from  Ohio,  instead  of  $25  from 
Sheffield  auxiliary,  read  $30;  instead  of  $95  from  Elyria  auxiliary,  read  $75;  mak- 
ing total  from  Elyria  $115,  and  total  from  Ohio  $631.81. 

Mart  E.  Greene,  Secretary. 
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MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS. 

BY   MRS.    M.    B.    NORTON. 

Variety  and  brilliancy  characterize  the  landscapes  of  Japan. 
The  smiling  islands  at  a  little  distance,  the  shining  green  of  the 
sea  as  it  breaks  upon  the  rocky  coasts  of  the  mainland,  the  wooded 
slopes,  the  plain  and  the  beach  lying  calm  and  bright  under  the 
rays  of  the  sun,  the  snow-capped  or  smoking  mountains  in  the  dis- 
tance, combine  in  views  "where  every  prospect  pleases."  These 
form  admirable  settings  for  the  cities  and  villages,  which  might  be 
composed  of  beautiful  homes,  if  "home  "  were  not  a  thing  un- 
known wherever  society  is  without  the  influence  of  Christianity. 
The  houses  are  of  wood,  or  have  mud  walls  with  a  hard  finish  in 
various  tints.  They  are  not  high,  and  are  often  surrounded  by 
verandas,  upon  which  open  paper  doors,  and  windows  filled  with 
transparent  paper,  instead  of  glass.  The  floors  are  crossed  at  right 
angles  by  grooves,  in  which  slide  the  paper  partitions  used  for 
dividing  the  space  into  apartments.  As  these  partitions,  even  when 
tightly  closed,  do  not  intercept  noise,  any  thing  said  is  heard  k> 
all  parts  of  the  house;  and  reserve  or  quiet  is  scarcely  possible. 
9  129 
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The  floors  are  covered  with  soft  mats  made  of  plaited  rice-straw. 
They  are  always  the  same  size,  —  six  feet  three  inches  long,  three 
feet  two  inches  wide,  and  four  inches  thick.  So  invariable  is  this 
rule,  that  the  size  of  a  mat  is  a  standard  of  measure.  The  only  , 
additional  furniture  of  a  room  is  a  small  charcoal  stove  used  to  boil 
water  for  tea,  and  to  light  the  little  pipes  in  general  use.  One 
passing  in  the  street  may  often  see  in  the  open  house  a  picturesque 
group  at  dinner.  The  straw  tablecloth  is  laid  on  the  mat,  on  which 
are  spread  the  pretty  little  dishes  of  porcelain  and  lacquered  ware, 
which  look  like  a  child's  tea-set.  The  family  are  crouching  around 
the  meal,  which  consists  of  a  central  dish  of  rice,  surrounded  by 
various  condiments,  with  conveniences  near  at  hand  for  tea,  saki 
(the  intoxicating  drink  of  the  country) ,  and  for  smoking. 

There  is  no  room  for  stationary  beds  in  the  small  apartments. 
The  comfortable,  or  cotton  mattress,  which  is  spread  on  the  mat  at 
night,  is  aired  in  the  morning,  and  placed  in  a  chest  or  closet  for 
the  day. 

A  Japanese  house  is  a  very  safe  and  happy  place  for  children  ; 
no  furniture  to  mar  or  break,  no  hard  surfaces  and  sharp  corners 
to  inflict  bumps  and  bruises.  There  is  a  saying,  that  Japanese 
children  never  cry.  The  mothers,  who  are  mere  grown-up  children, 
spend  much  time  in  playing  with  them ;  and  it  is  the  rule  to  humor 
them  in  every  wish.  They  have  a  great  variety  of  toys  and  play- 
things, and  for  companions  little  fat  dogs,  and  pretty  white  cats 
striped  with  yellow  and  black.  Babies  are  carried  about  on  the 
backs  of  mothers  and  sisters,  their  shaven  heads  and  black  eyes 
peeping  out  from  the  garments  between  which  they  are  securely 
held.  Many  houses  have  aquariums  supplied  with  gold  and  silver 
fish,  and  bamboo  cages,  in  which  beds  of  flowers  make  a  home  for 
numerous  butterflies  and  grasshoppers. 

The  dress  of  children  is  modelled  like  that  of  their  elders,  —  a 
plain  loose  garment  girded  about  the  waist  with  a  sash.  Neither 
hooks,  buttons,  nor  pins  are  used  for  fastenings,  but  silk  cord  of  a 
superior  quality.  Handkerchiefs  and  napkins  are  made  of  thin 
white  paper  as  soft  as  silk.  Little  squares  of  this,  to  be  used  but 
once,  are  carried  in  a  fold  of  the  dress.  Shoes  are  mere  sandals  of 
plaited  st"aw,  or  wooden  clogs.  The  shoes  of  horses  are  little  mats 
of  straw  wrapped  lound  their  hoof.- ,  and  renewed  every  day. 

It  was  the  ancient  custom  for  the  ladies  of  the  court  to  approach 
the  Mikado  in  garments  so  fashioned,  that  they  appeared  to  be 
moving  on  their  knees.     In  the  palace,  elegantly  painted  screens 
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and  velvet  hangings  softened  the  light.  The  only  furniture  was 
an  occasional  aquarium  with  shrubs  and  flowers,  a  pearl-incrusted 
cabinet,  or  an  exquisite  table,  bearing  poems  printed  on  leaves  of 
gold.  The  empress,  arrayed  in  folds  of  the  richest  brocade,  and 
clouds  of  gauze,  had  her  seat  upon  a  divan  resting  upon  the  soft 
carpet.  Her  ladies-in-waiting  and  maids-of-honor  kneeled  at 
some  distance  behind  her,  in  groups,  each  of  which  had  its  partic- 
ular costume  and  colors,  like  gay  beds  of  flowers. 

Japanese  weddings  usually  need  no  religious  rite  to  give  them 
validity.  They  take  place  when  the  bride  is  about  sixteen  and  the 
groom  twenty.  The  ceremony  consists  in  the  parties  drinking 
alternately  from  the  same  vase  of  saki,  symbolizing  the  sweet  and 
the  bitter  of  life,  which  they  must  henceforth  taste  together;  and  is 
followed  by  a  prolonged  wedding-feast  in  the  house  of  the  groom. 

White  is  the  mourning  color.  Funerals  are  conducted  with 
many  superstitious  ceremonies.  Both  cremation  and  inhumation 
are  practised;  the  latter  chiefly  among  the  higher  classes.  At 
Nagasaki,  a  vast  amphitheatre  of  tombs  occupies  the  mountain- 
sides east  of  the  city.  In  August  of  each  year,  there  is  a  solemn 
three-nights'  festival  in  honor  of  departed  spirits.  On  the  first 
evening,  the  tomb  of  each  person  who  has  died  during  the  year  is 
illuminated  with  colored  lanterns  :  on  the  second,  all  graves,  both 
old  and  new,  are  lighted  :  on  the  third,  families  in  long  procession 
bear  the  lights  from  the  mountain  down  to  the  shores  of  the  bay, 
and  there  attach  them  to  little  sail-boats,  which  have  been  prepared 
to  convey  the  souls  of  their  ancestors  over  the  waters.  These  little 
fires  go  dancing  over  the  waves ;  and  by  morning  all  trace  of  them 
has  disappeared. 

The  Shinto  religion  is  the  traditional  faith  of  the  country.  In 
the  higher  classes,  it  develops  a  cultivated  deism  ;  in  the  lower, 
blind  obedience  to  the  priests  and  the  government.  Its  worship  is 
simple.  No  picture  or  image  is  seen  inside  its  temples  ;  only  mir- 
rors as  symbols  of  self-examination,  and  strips  of  white  paper, 
emblematic  of  purity.  The  devotee  silently  approaches,  makes 
his  offering  of  a  few  small  coin,  mutters  his  prayers,  and  departs. 

Buddhism,  the  most  widely  professed  religion  on  the  globe,  has 
had  a  peculiar  development  in  Japan.  It  is  believed  by  most  of 
the  common  people.  Its  temples  are  numerous,  and  its  ceremonies 
are  striking.  A  kind  of  philosophical  scepticism  or  atheism  is 
gaining  ground  among  the  higher  classes ;  and  the  whole  nation 
seems  vibrating  between  allegiance  to  the  old  faiths  and  a  throw- 
ing-off  of  all  rehgious  restraints. 
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The  women  are  everywhere  accessible.  They  are  not,  in  gen- 
eral, over  worked  or  ill  treated,  but  lead  a  mere  butterfly  life, 
aimless  and  hopeless.  The  Buddhist  religion  gives  a  woman  no 
hope  for  the  future,  unless  she  is  re-born  as  a  man.  A  Japanese 
wife  may  be  killed  by  her  husband  :  she  may  be  divorced  for 
failure  to  obey  her  mother-in-law,  or  for  talking  too  much,  as 
well  as  for  weightier  reasons.  She  walks  behind  her  husband 
in  the  daytime,  before  him  with  a  lantern  at  night,  and  has  the 
privilege  of  holding  an  umbrella  over  him  when  it  rains.  She 
joins  a  circle  where  her  husband  is  sitting  with  other  men,  only 
by  invitation,  and  then  advances  toward  them  but  one  step  at  each 
invitation.  Still  she  often  acquires  much  influence,  as  the  chief 
study  of  her  life  is  to  learn  the  art  of  pleasing.  The  state  of 
morals  is  lamentably  low.  Prostitution  is  legalized  in  every  city, 
and  a  quarter  appointed  for  it.  Daughters  are  not  infrequently 
sold  by  their  parents,  if  poor,  or  in  temporary  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment. Sometimes,  when  a  little  girl  is  about  seven  years  old, 
her  mother  takes  her  by  the  hand,  and  leads  her  off  to  this  dread- 
ful quarter  of  the  city.  The  mother  comes  back  alone,  with  about 
twenty  dollars  in  the  sleeve  of  her  garment.  She  has  sold  her 
child,  body  and  soul,  for  a  term  of  seventeen  years;  and  the  money 
is  the  price  of  her  horrible  bargain.  If  the  girl  is  older,  the 
parent  receives  a  still  larger  price.  Sometimes  suicide,  sometimes 
murder,  ends  the  dreadful  life  thus  begun.  If  a  better  fate  awaits 
the  girl,  she  grows  up  without  mental  discipline,  though  she  gen- 
erally learns  to  read  and  write  the  vernacular.  Many  a  woman 
among  the  higher  classes  alternates  sleep  and  gossip  as  her  only 
resources  for  killing  time. 

Notwithstanding  much  that  is  attractive  and  interesting,  Paul's 
fearful  picture  of  heathenism  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  applies 
minutely  to  the  Japanese.  This  is  the  golden  hour  of  our  oppor- 
tunity to  reach  them.  They  are  wonderfully  quick  and  eager  to 
learn  the  secrets  of  our  civilization.  Only  the  gospel  of  Christ 
can  reach  the  depths  of  their  necessities.  "The  religion  of  ths 
home-Maker,  the  children-Lover,  and  the  woman-Exalter, "  says  a 
gentleman  long  resident  there,  "is  mighty  to  save  the  Japanese 
mother,  and  to  exalt  the  Japanese  home.  To  bring  Christ's  gospel 
to  the  home,  to  lead  her  sisters  to  the  same  Saviour,  is  woman's 
work.  Of  all  the  branches  of  missionary  labor,  none  is  of  greater 
importance,  or  more  hopeful  of  sure  results,  than  the  work  of 
Christian  women  for  women  in  Japan." 
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AFRICA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  HANCE. 

A  few  days  ago,  I  went  on  horseback,  about  four  or  five  miles 
from.  Umvoti,  to  see  a  sick  man.  The  day  before,  one  of  my  Bible- 
readers  had  told  me  that  a  woman  who  attends  meetings  quite 
regularly  in  the  kraals  had  asked  if  we  could  go  and  see  her 
brother,  who  was  very  ill,  perhaps  dying.  She  had  tried  to  talk 
with  him  about  God,  and  he  had  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to 
hear  more.  It  was  a  long,  hot,  tiresome  ride;  and,  in  some  places, 
the  path  was  so  rough,  that  I  was  obliged  to  get  off  my  horse,  and 
walk  :  but  we  reached  the  kraal  at  last. 

The  sick  man  sat  on  a  skin  near  his  mother's  hut.  At  a  glance, 
I  saw  that  his  days  on  earth  were  nearly  over.  His  emaciated 
form,  his  swollen  limbs,  and  panting  lungs,  told  but  too  plainly 
that  consumption  had  nearly  done  its  work.  When  Upahlekaze 
said,  "Miss  Hance  has  come  to  see  you,"  he  wept  like  a  child. 
After  a  little  while  he  saluted  me  ;  then  his  mother  brought  a  mat, 
and  I  sat  down  under  a  place  where  the  corn  is  kept.  The  sick 
man  began  by  telling  me  how  grateful  he  was  that  I  had  come  to 
see  him,  and  asked  if  I  had  not  some  kind  of  medicine  that  could 
help  him.  I  listened  until  he  had  finished  telling  me  of  his  great 
bodily  suffering;  then  I  said,  "  I  have  a  medicine,  and  I  have  come 
to  bring  it  to  you." 

I  felt  much  of  God's  strength  as  I  spoke  of  the  Great  Physician, 
and  the  healing  balm  for  every  soul  who  trusted  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 
In  agony  he  asked,  "  Is  there  no  help  for  the  body?  Must  I  die? 
I  cannot  die  now.  I  shall  lose  my  way  to  heaven.  Oh  !  can  you 
not  give  me  a  pass,  —  something  that  will  guide  me  on  the  way? 
Jesus  Christ,  you  say,  is  the  way.  Jesus,  Jesus,  the  way  !  Oh  !  I 
do  not  know  him.  How  can  I  know  him?  "  Over  and  over  again, 
in  various  ways,  and  by  illustrations,  I  told  the  gospel  story.  He 
begged  me  to  stay  two  days,  one  day,  a  little  longer,  that  he  might 
learn  much  of  Jesus.  Again  and  again,  when  we  were  not  talking, 
he  would  repeat  to  himself  the  name  of  Jesus. 

"  Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire, 
Uttered  or  unexpressed, 
The  motion  of  a  hidden  fire, 
That  trembles  in  the  breast. 
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Prayer  is  the  burden  of  a  sigh, 

The  falling  of  a  tear, 
The  upward  glancing  of  an  eye, 

When  none  but  God  is  near." 

I  was  unable  to  stay  longer,  and  promising  to  ask  Uzobuya,  a  very 
good  native  man,  to  come  and  see  him,  we  came  away.  My  heart 
was  pained  and  sad  that  I  could  not  do  more  for  this  immortal  soul. 

In  strong  contrast  with  this  scene  is  the  following  picture  of  hea- 
thenism in  all  its  horror,  which  Miss  Hance  gives  in  the  same  letter. 

"  Did  I  ever  tell  you  of  a  man  and  his  wife,  once  members  of 
our  church,  who  went  to  the  Zulu  country?  The  man  knew  how 
to  build  houses  ;  and  Ucetywayo,  the  Zulu  king,  wished  him  to 
come  over  and  build  an  upright  house  for  him.  So  he  went,  and 
took  with  him  his  wife,  who  was  a  very  good  woman.  While  at 
the  great  kraal,  he  began  to  drink  the  'white  man's  rum;'  and 
soon  after  he  took  another  wife.  The  first  wife  was  greatly 
troubled  at  this.  The  new  one  disliked  her  very  much,  and  at  last 
became  so  enraged,  that  she  killed  her  by  cutting  her  head  open 
with  an  axe  as  she  lay  asleep.  Ucetywayo  ordered  the  new  wife 
to  be  beaten  to  death. 

'  "  After  all  this  had  been  done,  the  king  called  the  man  to  him, 
and  told  him  to  choose  another  wife,  asking  if  there  were  not  some 
one  in  the  great  kraal  that  he  would  like.  The  man  said  he  thought 
there  might  be.  The  girls  in  the  kraal  hearing  of  this,  and  fearing 
that  the  king  would  be  displeased  if  he  chose  one  of  them,  to  con- 
vince the  king  that  they  were  not  in  fault,  watched  for  the  man,  to 
find  him  alone,  rushed  upon  him,  and  beat  him  to  death.  Ucety- 
wayo professed  to  be  much  displeased  with  the  girls,  and  ordered  a 
number  of  them  to  be  put  to  death.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
plot  of  the  king's  from  beginning  to  end.  His  house  was  built, 
and  he  wanted  to  be  rid  of  the  man.  The  girls  are  said  to  have 
been  those  he  disliked,  and  whom  he  wished  out  of  the  way.  He 
keeps  the  children  of  the  first  wife,  and  will  not  allow  them  to 
come  to  Natal,  although  they  have  always  been  in  our  school  until 
about  two  years  ago. 

"  Altogether  it  is  a  most  sad  and  horrible  affair.  I  have  hoped 
it  may  not  be  lost  upon  our  people,  as  they  have  been  very  much 
inclined  to  go  over  into  the  Zulu  country,  and  spend  months  in 
teaching.  This  is  not  well  for  a  certain  class  of  them  who  are  as 
yet  but  a  few  steps  out  of  heathenism." 
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The  better  way  of  Christianity,  under  the  same  circumstances,  is 
illustrated  by  an  incident  which  occurred  in  South  Africa,  men- 
tioned in  the  English  paper,  "  Times  of  Blessing,"  as  follows  :  — 

"  Several  cases  of  conversion  have  occurred  among  our  people. 
I  will  mention  one  at  Muir,  an  outstation  entirely  heathen,  but 
where  there  is  a  godly  Bible-reader,  named  Jeremiah.  A  woman 
there  had  become  a  Christian  two  years  ago.  Her  husband,  to 
annoy  her,  wanted  to  marry  another  wife.  She  told  Jeremiah  her 
trouble,  and  asked  him  what  she  should  do.  He  said  the  best  thing 
to  be  done  was  for  them  to  pray  together  for  her  husband's  conver- 
sion; and  this  they  continued  to  do  for  a  year.  During  that  time, 
all  his  flocks  died,  except  one  goat ;  so  that  nothing  remained  to 
buy  another  wife. 

"  At  last  his  proud  heart  was  humbled;  and  his  wife  found  him, 
one  day,  lying  prostrate  on  the  floor  of  his  hut,  weeping,  and  in 
great  distress  of  mind.  She  asked  him  what  was  the  matter  ;  but 
he  told  her  to  leave  him,  —  God  was  speaking  to  him.  This  was 
repeated  several  times  during  the  night.  In  the  morning,  she  took 
him  to  her  friend,  saying,  '  I  think  the  door  is  being  opened  now 
that  we  have  been  praying  for. '  Jeremiah  told  him  of  the  loving 
Saviour  who  has  borne  the  punishment  for  our  sins,  and  prayed 
with  him.  After  that,  he  was  much  relieved ;  and  he  has  now 
come  forward  as  a  candidate  for  baptism. ' ' 


"SWEEPING  THROUGH  THE   GATES." 

We  give  below  an  account  of  the  recent  death  of  a  lady  mis- 
sionary under  peculiarly  trying  circumstances,  omitting  names  and 
places  by  request.  Nothing  has  come  to  us  for  a  long  time,  that 
so  emphasizes  the  beautiful  hymn  sung  by  Mr.  Sankey,  and  heard 
on  thousands  of  Christian  lips  in  these  latter  days,  —  "  Sweeping 
through  the  Gates."  A  friend  who  was  with  her  during  her  sick- 
ness writes  of  her  last  hours  as  follows:  — 

' '  All  bodily  pain  seemed  to  have  left  her  for  three  days  before 
her  death  ;  and,  while  the  poor  tabernacle  of  clay  was  so  rapidly 
falling  away,  her  spirit  grew  stronger  and  happier.  Not  a  cloud, 
not  a  shadow,  not  a  fear,  not  even  a  single  anxiety,  dimmed  her 
joy.  I  had  feared  that  parting  from  her  husband  and  her  little 
ones  would  be  a  great  trial  to  her,  as  she  was  always  so  loving,  and 
so  bound  up  in  them  ;  but  I  was  mistaken.     All  the  way  througn 


136  LIFE  AND  LI  GET. 

the  valley,  and  over  the  river,  and  up  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  the 
Lord  seemed  to  be  with  her,  filling  her  soul  with  peace  calm  and 
deep  as  the  river  of  God.  Grieve  we  could  not.  The  prayers  she 
uttered,  the  hymns  she  sang,  the  messages  she  gave  us  — I  wish  you 
could  have  heard  them!  The  doctor  was  astounded.  The  last 
time  he  came,  it  was  evening,  and  he  asked  how  she  was.  '  Much 
better  :  I  shall  soon  be  well,'  she  replied.  He  asked  me  to  ex- 
plain. I  said,  '  She  speaks  so,  because,  in  a  few  hours,  she  will  be 
where  there  is  no  more  pain,  nor  sorrow,  nor  crying.  Her  spirit  is 
so  happy,  that  she  feels  not  pain  of  the  body. '  At  parting  he  said 
to  me,  'Oh,  where  does  she  get  such  marvellous  peace?  '  Yes, 
indeed  !  It  was  marvellous  peace,  —  the  peace  of  Christ,  that 
passeth  all  understanding,  as  I  explained  to  him. 

"  Let  me  tell  you  one  of  her  last  charges  to  her  husband  in  her 
own  words :  '  Never,  never  forget,  my  darling,  that  God  has  given 
you  a  work  to  do  here.  Never  abandon  your  post.  As  soon  as  it 
is  possible,  take  our  dear  little  ones  home,  and  leave  them  in  charge 
of  our  mothers  and  their  aunt ;  then  come  back  to  your  work. 
Never  leave  it.  God's  grace  shall  be  your  strength.  Finish  your 
work  quickly,  and  come  home.  I  shall  be  waiting  to  welcome 
you.' 

"I  wish  you  could  have  seen  and  heard  her  as  she  drew  near  to 
the  pearly  gates.  Never,  never  can  I  forget  it.  '  Dear  Jesus,' 
said  she,  '  take  me  by  the  hand,  and  lead  me  up  to  the  gates.  Thou 
hast  led  me  all  through  my  journey ;  hold  me  closer  now  ;  lead  me 
quite  through.'  Then,  after  a  pause,  she  added,  '  I  have  arrived, 
I  have  arrived !  I  am  a  poor  pilgrim  come  from  a  far  country. 
Jesus  has  brought  me  here,  and  I  want  to  enter  in  and  see  my  King 
face  to  face  in  all  his  beauty.'  We  dare  not  disturb  her  then,  or 
recall  her  thoughts  to  earth.  I  felt  that  not  for  ten  thousand 
worlds  would  I  have  her  back.  I  whispered  in  her  ears  of  the 
Lamb's  marriage-feast,  at  which  she  was  going  to  sit  down. 
Such  a  smile  of  joy  lit  up  her  face !  Such  a  light  beamed  in  her 
dear  eyes  as  she  looked  upward!  So  she  fell  asleep,  without  a 
struggle  or  a  sigh.  So  peacefully  did  her  spirit  depart,  that  it 
seemed  like  the  gentle  ebbing  of  a  calm  sea  on  a  summer  evening; 
perhaps  you  have  seen  such,  — when  the  sun  is  going  down,  when 
a  heavenly  glow  floods  sea  and  beach,  and  the  only  noise  to  be 
heard  is  the  soft  rippling  of  the  tiny  waves  as  they  ebb  away.  So 
gently  and  calmly  did  our  friend  pass  into  the  blaze  of  eternal 

joy-" 
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THE  DAKOTA  HOME. 

The  Dakota  Home  is  one  of  a  group  of  buildings  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  belonging  to  the  Dakota  mission,  at  their  principal 
educational  centre,  Santee  Agency,  Neb.  It  was  built  by  the 
funds  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  at  a  cost  of  about  forty- 
two  hundred  dollars.  It  was  commenced  in  1872,  but  not  completely 
finished  until  1874,  although  it  has  been  in  use  now  for  two  years. 

It  is  a  large,  well-proportioned  frame  building,  two  stories  high, 
and  forty-two  feet  by  forty-eight  feet  on  the  ground.  On  the 
first  floor  is  the  teachers'  suite  of  rooms,  the  large  dining-hall, 
(which  is  also  sewing  and  sitting  room  for  the  girls),  the  home 
kitchen,  and  the  necessary  pantries  and  closets.  Underneath  is 
the  commodious  cellar  and  milk-room. 

In  the  second  story  are  the  dormitories.  There  are  ten  sleeping- 
rooms  and  a  bath-room.  Each  room  is  intended  to  be  occupied  by 
only  two  girls,  though  three  of  them  can  accommodate  four  if 
necessary.  Every  sleeping-room  is  automatically  and  thoroughly 
ventilated  without  opening  a  door  or  window. 

The  object  of  the  Home  is  to  train  housekeepers  for  the  future 
Dakota  homes :  hence  our  effort  is  to  educate  them  in  the  knowl- 
edge and  practice  of  all  domestic  work,  and  to  instil  in  them  the 
principles  of  right  action,  and  cultivate  self-discipline. 

They  learn  to  cook  and  wash,  sew  and  cut  garments,  weave, 
knit,  milk,  make  butter,  make  beds,  sweep  floors,  and  any  thing  else 
pertaining  to  good  housekeeping  ;  and  they  can  make  good  bread. 

They  also  have  book  studies ;  but  they  attend  to  them  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Normal  Training  School,  in  a  building  in  the  same 
campus. 

Two  ladies  — Miss  Marie  L.  Haines  and  Miss  Anna  Skea  —  have 
charge  in  the  Home.  The  number  of  pupils  has  been  various. 
The  Home  opened  two  years  ago  last  Christmas,  with  a  class  of 
eight.  Of  these,  only  one  is  there  to-day.  The  rest  left  as  soon  as 
they  found  that  play  and  new  dresses  were  not  to  be  the  chief  end 
of  their  life  there.  But  then  others  were  gathered  in,  to  the  num- 
ber of  eleven.  Last  summer,  the  number,  for  two  months,  was 
nineteen.  It  is  down  again  to  ten.  But,  as  the  real  work  of 
the  school  shows  itself,  its  inmates  will  become  more  steady,  and 
the  house  will  be  more  uniformly  filled.  The  ten  now  there  are  a 
bright  set  of  girls,  who  are  likely  to  be  quite  permanent.  As  they 
chase  over  the  yard  in  playtime,  dressed  in  their  warm  gray  cloaks 
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and  red  hoods,  they  make  a  bright  picture,  one  which,  as  proof  of 
present  success,  and  promise  of  future  good,  is  well  worth  that 
which  it  has  cost.      A.  L.  Riggs,  The  Word  Carrier,  Santee  Agency. 


OUR  JAPAN  HOME. 

We  planned  none  too  quickly.  Our  readers  will  remember,  that, 
in  speaking  of  our  prospective  Home  in  Japan  in  the  April  number , 
we  said  we  hoped  it  would  be  in  Kioto,  the  spiritual  centre  of  the 
empire.  With  great  pleasure,  we  are  now  able  to  say  that  a  girls' 
school  is  already  commenced  in  Kioto,  under  the  charge  of  Mrs. 
Doane,  a  missionary  of  the  American  Board,  and  Mrs.  Nee  Sima,  of 
whom  we  spoke  in  the  last  number.  The  school  is  a  fixed  fact  ; 
and  we  must  hasten  to  do  our  part  in  providing  the  building. 

To  facilitate  the  raising  of  our  centennial  fund  for  this  purpose, 
we  propose  to  divide  it  into  shares  of  ten,  twenty-five,  fifty,  and  a 
hundred  dollars  each.  To  give  the  children  a  part  in  the  good 
work,  we  will  establish  a  roll  of  honor,  on  which  we  will  place  the 
name  of  every  child  or  mission-circle  who  shall  send  ten  dollars  to 
our  treasury  for  this  purpose.  This  roll  will  be  placed  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Woman's  Board  as  a  memorial  of  what  was  accom- 
plished by  the  children  in  the  centennial  year  ;  and  a  copy  of  it 
will  be  sent  to  the  new  Home  in  Japan. 

From  older  people,  we  ask  for  larger  amounts  as  grateful  offer- 
ings to  God,  that  their  lot  has  been  cast  in  a  Christian  land. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS  AND  TEMPERANCE  REFORM. 

These  great  enterprises  are  brought  together  in  a  fact  from 
Madagascar.  For  a  noble  example  of  conscientious  dealing  with 
the  liquor-question  by  a  national  government,  we  must  look  to 
Madagascar,  that  six  years  ago,  under  the  present  queen,  declared 
against  idolatry,  and  in  favor  of  Christianity  as  the  religion  of 
the  land.  Being  compelled  by  treaties  to  admit  French  spirits,  it 
levies  its  duties  in  kind,  and  then  publicly  destroys  its  tenth  por- 
tion by  emptying  the  barrels  into  the  ocean.  Many  advocates  of 
the  temperance  reform  may  have  refused  to  take  any  interest  in 
foreign  missions  on  the  ground  that  so  much  evil  at  home  ought 
to  engage  all  our  means  and  energies.  Let  them  now  find  in  one 
of  the  distant  islands  of  the  sea  an  unexampled,  instance  of  the 
power  of  the  gospel  to  make  men  sacrificial  in  their  endeavor  to 
save  fellow-men  from  temporal  and  eternal  ruin.  — N.  Y.  Observer, 
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PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

BY  MRS.    LEMUEL   GULLIVER. 

[Abridged  for  "  Life  and  Light."] 

A  deep  sense  of  personal  obligation  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  missionary  work  :  it  has  been  a 
marked  characteristic  of  every  missionary  age, — such  a  sense  of 
inestimable  good  received  from  the  Saviour  as  fuses  the  soul  in  a 
glow  of  grateful  love,  which  seeks  expression  in  service. 

This  expression  is  essential  to  the  vitality  of  the  Christian  life. 

In  their  three  years  of  discipleship,  Christ  sought  to  develop 
and  cultivate  this  among  his  followers. 

The  hungry  crowd  wait  in  their  weariness  in  the  desert  place  at 
the  eventide.  The  Master  bids  his  disciples,  "  Give  ye  them  to 
eat."  They  are  responsible  to  distribute  the  supply  which  he 
provides.  Christ's  word  restored  the  dead  Lazarus  to  life;  but  he 
required  of  the  weeping  friends,  "  Take  ye  away  the  stone  "  from 
the  mouth  of  the  sepulchre. 

By  word,  and  by  example  never  to  be  forgotten,  the  disciples 
were  taught  the  obligation  of  service  as  not  duty  simply,  but  highest 
privilege,  until  the  message  of  the  finished  work  of  redemption 
was  intrusted  to  their  fidelity:  "  Lovest  thou  me?"  "Feed  my 
lambs."  "  Feed  my  sheep."  And  they  gladly  accepted  and  exe- 
cuted the  divine  commission.  Peter  and  James  and  John  might 
still  let  down  their  nets  for  a  draught  when  their  necessities  de- 
manded it:  but  they  were  no  longer  fishermen,  but  "fishers  of 
men."  And  many  a  Jewish  synagogue  and  heathen  city  bore  wit- 
ness to  their  sense  of  personal  responsibility  to  their  Master  for  the 
fulfilment  of  his  trust.  And  we  read,  as  we  shall  read  always, 
where  there  exists  like  faithfulness  and  devotion,  "  The  Lord 
added  to  the  church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved."  There  were 
few  silent  partners  in  the  gospel  service  in  those  days.  They  had 
seen  the  Lord;  and  henceforth  their  absorbing  desire  was  to  bring 
to  all  men  the  blessedness  of  those  "  who,  not  having  seen,  yet 
believe." 
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Daniel  Webster  was  once  asked,  "  What  do  yon  regard  as  the 
most  important  subject  which  ever  occupied  your  mind?  "  The 
great  statesman,  after  a  moment's  pause,  replied,  "  The  subject  of 
my  individual  responsibility  to  God." 

In  the  crowd  of  our  and  us,  it  is  easy  to  lose  the  sense  of  this 
responsibility;  and,  in  our  heartfelt  glow  of  satisfaction  in  the 
good  work  our  branch  or  our  auxiliary  has  accomplished,  let  us 
not  sit  down  in  quiet  thankfulness,  forgetting  that  our  own  per- 
sonal prayerfulness  and  personal  activity  are  essential  to  securing  a 
like  or  higher  result  in  the  year  to  come. 

Dr.  Goodell,  in  speaking  years  ago  of  his  cherished  friend  in  the 
missionary  work,  Rev.  Daniel  Temple,  said,,"  He  was  one  of  the 
happy  few  who  do  not  wait  for  the  millennium  to  come  to  others; 
but  he  commenced  his  own  millennium  years  ago.  That  is,  he 
evidently  endeavored  to  be  as  upright,  as  sincere,  candid,  gentle, 
kind,  benevolent,  economical,  true,  and  good,  as  he  expected  every- 
body would  be  in  the  millennium."  Suppose  each  one  of  us  were 
penetrated  with  this  sense  of  responsibility  to  God  for  a  Christ- 
like life,  what  a  mighty  impulse  would  the  world  receive  toward 
the  millennium !  Never  forgetting  nor  neglecting  the  demands  of 
home  missions  and  charities  upon  us,  let  us  yet  consider  our 
responsibility  for  the  success  of  the  foreign  work. 

The  importance  of  securing  an  auxiliary  to  our  Board  in  every 
Congregational  Church  in  our  land  has  been  so  often  dwelt  upon, 
that,  though  this  end  is  far  from  being  attained,  we  must  give  no 
space  to  it  here.  Suppose  such  a  society  to  be  already  formed  in 
my  church:  what  is  my  duty  toward  it 7  Plainly,  I  am  responsible 
to  be  present,  as  far  as  possible,  at  all  of  its  meetings.  This  may 
seem  a  slight  thing;  but,  if  each  of  our  societies  could  secure  the 
constant  attendance  of  its  entire  membership,  all  other  blessings 
which  we  desire  would  follow  very  speedily  upon  this;  hearts 
would  be  kindled  into  greater  earnestness  in  prayer ;  faith  would 
grasp  with  firmer  hold  the  promises  of  God;  a  lively  interest  in  the 
missionary  work,  and  a  sense  of  the  reality  of  our  own  part  in  it, 
would  infuse  new  energy  and  vitality  into  all  our  efforts  for  its  ad- 
vancement. Then,  instead  of  saying  to  ourselves,  "Mrs.  A.  and 
Mrs.  B.  or  Miss  C.  will  have  some  missionary  information,"  let  each 
one  of  us  feel  responsible  to  gather  up  something  in  our  reading  from 
week  to  week  to  be  communicated  there.  Let  us  bear  our  part  in 
any  general  plan  adopted  for  increase  of  interest  in  the  meeting, 
and  let  us  join  with  voice,  as  well  as  heart,  in  the  prayers  for  the 
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coming  of  Christ's  kingdom.  Our  shrinking  sisters  little  under- 
stand what  talents  they  have  wrapped  up  in  their  napkin  of  silence. 

Again:  God  has  given  some  of  us  children.  He  holds  us 
responsible  to  train  them  up  for  him.  Let  us  lead  them  early  to 
understand  that  we  have  no  higher  joy  than  to  see  them  following 
the  Lord  wholly  wherever  he  calls. 

Many  an  earnest  young  heart  has  been  forced  to  offer  the  prayer 
of  the  little  Vermont  boy  Miss  Proctor  has  told  us  of  :  "O  Lord! 
if  you  want  me  to  be  a  missionary,  make  my  parents  willing." 
There  are  noble  men  and  women  wearing  out  prematurely  in 
several  of  our  mission-stations  to-day,  because  Christian  fathers 
and  Christian  mothers  withhold  their  children  from  going  to  their 
aid,  or  fail  to  train  them  to  desire  such  glorious  service. 

At  our  Annual  Meeting  two  years  ago,  as  we  came  out  of  a  special 
gathering  in  the  room  of  the  Prudential  Committee  in  the  Congre- 
gational House,  where  our  President  had  stated  our  great  need  of 
teachers,  one  noble  woman,  whom  I  knew  as  most  untiring  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  mother  and  pastor's  wife  in  one  of 
our  small  rural  parishes,  came  to  my  side.  With  a  glowing  face 
she  said,'  ' '  I  think  a  word  from  you  would  bring  Mary  into  this 
work."  I  knew  well  the  cherished  daughter  of  whom  she  spoke, 
the  oldest  child,  upon  whom  this  mother,  in  delicate  health,  with 
many  cares,  might  well  lean  with  thankfulness.  I  knew  the  ex- 
ceeding tenderness  of  their  love  for  each  other;  and  I  realized  the 
greatness  of  the  sacrifice  the  mother  was  ready  to  make  for  Christ's 
sake.  "But,"  I  asked,  "is  Mary  strong  enough  for  this?"  — 
"  She  is  in  better  health  than  formerly,"  was  the  reply,  "and 
would,  I  think,  be  equal  to  the  duties  required  of  her." 

Did  this  mother  love  her  daughter  less  than  many  who  refuse 
this  demand  of  the  Master  for  their  children?  Must  we  not 
rather  say  she  loved  Christ  more  ?  A  few  months  passed,  and  the 
mother  entered  into  her  rest.  Though  the  daughter  was  hindered 
from  entering  upon  the  work  she  loved,  will  not  that  devoted 
woman  be  numbered  among  those  who  have  not  withheld  their 
dearest  treasures  from  the  Lord? 

It  was  a  touching  tribute  to  that  mother's  faithfulness,  that  her 
husband  and  children  should  decide  as  they  did  after  her  death,  — 
that  henceforth,  in  addition  to  the  sum  always  set  apart  for  foreign 
missions  out  of  the  small  salary,  the  wedding-fees  received  by  the 
father  should  be  given  also,  in  memory  of  the  dear  one  who  had 
gone  home. 
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Among  recent  contributions  to  the  Woman's  Board  was  a  mite- 
box  with  an  instructive  record.  A  lady,  a  tireless  worker  in  the 
Lord's  wide  harvest,  gave  it  to  a  mother  in  Israel  of  small  means, 
but  of  large  desires  and  earnest  faith.  As  one  friend  after  another 
called  upon  this  woman,  she  asked  each  for  a  little  money  for  her 
mite-box  ;  and  in  writing  her  sister  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  she  asked 
that  the  reply  might  bring  a  ten-cent  scrip  for  her  little  treasure- 
house.  The  sister  took  the  matter  up  with  a  will.  She  repeated 
the  request  in  her  letters,  and  among  her  household  and  friends, 
until,  with  her  aid,  the  little  box  overflowed,  and  emptied  its  four- 
teen dollars  into  the  treasury.  Many  will  recall  similar  incidents 
of  great  good  resulting  from  simple  faithfulness  in  using  the  means 
placed  within  our  power.  Our  desire  is,  that  each  one  may  attain 
this  same  standard. 

Oh  that  all  in  our  churches  might  feel  their  indebtedness  to 
Christ,  and  their  responsibility  for  his  cause!  "  He  died  for  all, 
that  they  which  live  might  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves." 
"Unto  themselves, "  living  unto  themselves,  sad,  sad  judgment 
to  be  pronounced  upon  any  who  are  called  disciples  !  It  is  a  year 
of  financial  disaster,  of  unwonted  economy  in  many  households. 
Our  confidence  in  investments  is  shaken  ;  incomes  which  we 
thought  secure  for  life  vanish  utterly ;  and  we  are  in  great 
trouble.  But  is  not  the  Master  teaching  us,  in  his  own  way,  of 
the  treasure  in  the  heavens  which  faileth  not  ?  Is  he  not  making 
us  glad,  in  the  midst  of  this  loss  and  wreck,  for  every  dollar  in- 
vested in  the  salvation  of  souls  V  And  shall  not  every  Christian  say, 
"  The  treasury  of  the  Lord  must  be  filled,  however  I  may  retrench 
in  my  personal  expenses  "  ?  Let  us  gather  about  our  missionaries, 
standing  with  aching  hearts  before  open  doors  they  hoped  this 
year  to  enter.  The  sad  message  of  the  churches  is,  "  You  must  ad- 
vance no  farther,  however  promising  the  field,  or  urgent  the  call 
for  help.  We  cannot  sustain  you."  They  read  it  with  deep  sor- 
row. They  can  scarce  believe  it  true.  Shall  not  each  one  of  us, 
accounting  ourselves  responsible  to  God  in  this  matter,  by  our 
prayers  and  efforts,  and  sacrifices  for  Christ,  stimulate  others  to 
respond  with  us  to  his  call,  and  roll  back  this  tide  of  disaster  ? 
Then,  as  surely  as  there  is  force  in  numbers,  sympathetic  contagion 
in  a  spirit  of  generous  sacrifice,  power  in  the  prayer  of  faith,  the 
standard  of  the  Lord  will  advance  where  it  is  now  retreating. 
Barnabas,  as  of  old,  will  be  again  sent  on  his  way  rejoicing  in 
bearing  the  message  of  consolation  among  the  churches  of  Asia 
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Minor.  Many  a  Paul,  a  Phebe,  a  Persis,  will  be  encouraged  with 
redoubled  zeal  to  continue  their  ministering  in  the  name  of  Christ; 
and  men  and  angels  will  rejoice  in  the  near  approach  of  that 
blessed  day  "  when  all  the  earth  shall  be  the  Lord's." 


"HEATHEN  AT  HOME." 

A  few  days  ago,  I  happened  in  at  a  woman's  missionary  meeting 
just  as  a  discussion  began  on  the  topic,  "How  shall  we  induce 
people  to  come  to  our  missionary  meetings  ?  "  Various  sug- 
gestions were  made,  practical  and  otherwise  ;  but  in  the  midst 
of  them  I  overheard  a  conversation  behind  me,  that  seemed  to 
bring  out  the  fact  that  persistent  personal  effort  was  the  best  in- 
strument to  solve  the  knotty  problem.     It  went  on  in  this  wise  :  — 

"  Were  you  at  the  meetings  yesterday  ?  "  said  one. 

"  Yes  :  I  was  here  all  day." 

"  Were  you  ?  "  in  a  tone  of  great  surprise. 

"Yes,"  replied  the  other.  "I  didn't  use  to  like  to  go  to  mis- 
sionary meetings  ;  but  I'll  tell  you  how  I  happened  to  go  in  the  first 
place.  You  know  my  niece  is  very  much  interested  in  these  things  ; 
and  one  day  she  came  to  my  house,  and  said,  i  Auntie,  I  have  called 
for  you  to  go  to  missionary  meeting.'  —  '  Oh !  I  can't  go,'  said  I.  '  I 
have  as  much  as  I  can  do  to  take  care  of  the  heathen  at  home  :  I 
can't  trouble  myself  about  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.'  — 
'  That's  because  you  don't  know  about  them,'  said  she.  '  Come  to 
the  meeting  this  once  :  I  know  you  will  like  it.'  I  was  particularly 
busy  that  afternoon;  but  she  was  so  much  in  earnest,  that  I  couldn't 
resist  her  :  so  I  left  every  thing,  and  went  with  her.  When  we  got 
to  the  meeting,  what  do  you  think  she  did?  She  took  me  straight 
up  to  the  president,  and  said,  '  Mrs.  B. ,  I  have  brought  a  heathen 
with  me  this  afternoon :  I  hope  she  will  be  converted. '  We  all 
laughed;  but,  before  the  meeting  was  over,  I  began  to  think  I  had 
been  a  heathen.  It  was  one  of  the  best  I  ever  attended;  and  I  was 
glad  I  was  there.  The  next  meeting,  my  niece  came  for  me  again. 
I  didn't  need  so  much  urging  to  go  that  time;  and  now  I  wouldn't 
stay  away  for  any  thing." 

Just  at  this  point,  my  attention  was  turned  to  the  discussion 
again  to  hear  one  of  the  speakers  say,  "  We  can  all  be  missionaries 
at  home  just  as  truly  as  though  we  were  in  a  foreign  land  ;  "  and 
I  thought,  "  That  is  true:  I  have  just  heard  a  practical  illustration 
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of  it."  As  our  missionaries  go  into  heathen  homes  to  persuade  the 
degraded  women  there  to  a  Christian  life,  so  must  we  go  to  the 
careless  and  indifferent  here,  using  all  our  womanly  tact  and  in- 
genuity, working  with  faith  and  zeal  and  patience,  to  win  them  to 
the  cause.  We  must  not  expect  to  bring  them  all  in  at  once.  If 
we  fail  in  one  place,  we  must  go  to  another.  If  a  pentecostal  sea- 
son be  granted  us,  we  will  rejoice;  but  usually  they  must  be  brought 
in  one  by  one,  just  as  our  patient  Saviour  draws  the  wandering,  one 
by  one,  into  his  fold. 

m  ■  m 

SPRING  WORK. 

We  are  pledged  for  increase,  —  increase  in  the  number  and  effi- 
ciency of  our  auxiliaries  and  mission-circles ;  increase  in  faith  and 
fervor,  in  prayer  and  gifts.  Much  of  our  winter  work  has  been  at 
home,  in  our  own  churches,  neighborhoods,  and  families;  and  God 
has  largely  blessed  us  here. 

What  now?  How  shall  we  enlarge  the  work  of  auxiliaries? 
At  the  spring  meetings  of  auxiliaries,  let  these  practical  questions 
be  asked,  "  How  is  it  in  the  church  next  us  ?  Are  their  Christian 
women  acquainted  with  and  interested  in  our  work  ?  ' '  Perhaps 
nobody  has  spoken  to  them  about  it ;  nobody,  at  least,  directly  : 
Why  not,  then,  appoint  two  of  your  number  to  pay  them  a  visit? 
Send  word  that  you  are  coming  :  they  will  select  a  day  to  receive 
you;  and  be  sure  you  go.  Confer  together,  pray  together,  tell 
them  all  you  know  and  feel  about  this  branch  of  church  work  ; 
quicken  each  other  in  Christian  service  ;  and  I  am  sure  out  of  it 
will  spring,  not  only  a  new  auxiliary  where  there  was  none  before, 
but  a  new  sense  of  Christian  fellowship  where  there  was  none 
before. 

Christian  people  need  sometimes  to  come  together  to  talk  over 
the  best  modes  and  means  of  carrying  on  Christian  enterprises. 
People  come  together  for  pleasure  and  politics.  Wherever  there 
is  an  end  to  gain,  a  plan  to  carry  out  for  one's  own  advantage, 
people  find  time  and  words  for  it. 

In  calling  attention  to  our  work,  and  organizing  it  in  our  neigh- 
borhoods, we  cannot  always  have,  or  expect  to  have,  somebody  from 
a  distance  to  help  us.  Therefore  let  us  help  one  another  ;  let  us 
develop  ourselves.  It  is  wonderful  what  courage  it  gives  one  even 
to  determine  to  try. 

Have  you  a  mission- circle  ?    If  not,  gather  up  the  children,  that 
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they,  too,  may  lay  out  their  spring  work.  The  garden  and  the 
farm  afford  them  something  to  do.  Our  blackberry  fields  and 
raspberry  pastures  reward  the  diligent  hand.  Missionary  circles 
can  give  a  day  to  missionary  picking,  and  have  a  delightful  day  of 
it.  A  harvest  festival,  where  the  fruit  of  the  children's  diligence 
is  brought  together  and  sold,  will  be  something  pleasant  to  look 
forward  to,  as  well  as  to  take  part  in.  As  Christian  children,  our 
children  have  an  interest  and  responsibility  in  doing  more  towards 
furthering  Christian  education  in  Pagan  lands.  H.  C.  K. 


GREENFIELD  BRANCH. 


the  last  number,  comprises  principally  the  churches  in  Franklin 
County,  Massachusetts,  and  was  organized  at  a  ladies'  meeting  in 
Greenfield,  called  to  consider  the  matter,  on  the  8th  of  February 
last.  The  morning  session  —  which  was  occupied  chiefly  with  a 
discussion  on  the  advantages  of  organization,  including  a  paper  on 
the  subject  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Ex- 
change, and  the  views  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  briefly 
presented  by  Miss  A.  B.  Child  —  closed  with  a  vote  in  favor  of 
immediate  organization,  and  the  appointment  of  committees  for 
the  forming  of  a  constitution,  and  the  nomination  of  officers. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  a  constitution  was  adopted,  and  officers 
chosen  as  follows:  Mrs.  A.  G.  Somers  of  Greenfield,  President; 
Mrs.  William  B.  Washburn  of  Greenfield,  and  Mrs.  S.  F.  Field  of 
Shelburne  Falls,  Vice-Presidents ;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Stone  of  Greenfield, 
Secretary;  Miss  Lucy  E.  Sparhawk  of  Greenfield,  Treasurer.  A 
paper  on  Japan,  by  Mrs.  Norton,  and  a  touching  missionary  letter 
read  by  Miss  Child,  interested  all  present;  and  the  ladies  scattered 
to  their  homes,  seemingly  enthusiastic,  and  determined  that  the 
new  branch  should  be  successful.  There  are  already  fourteen 
auxiliaries  and  two  mission-circles  in  the  county;  and  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  that  the  requisite  number  of  societies  to  entitle 
the  branch  to  formal  recognition  may  soon  be  obtained. 


APPOINTMENT. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions,  held  March  6,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Minor  of  Battalagundu, 
Madura  Mission,  India,  was  appointed  a  missionary. 
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QUARTERLY  MEETING. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  31,  at  10  o'clock,  a.m.,  in  Mt.  Vernon 
Church,  Boston.  Our  friends  will  notice  the  change  in  the  day. 
It  occurs  on  Wednesday  of  Anniversary  Week,  instead  of  Thurs- 
day as  heretofore.  

"He  shall  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the 
river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth." 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Feb.  18  to  Makch  18,  1876. 
MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Portland, 
State-st.  Ch.  "  Little  Glean- 
ers," $5;  Augusta,  Aux.,  to- 
wards Mardin  sch.,  $54;  Ells- 
worth, "Cup-Bearers,"  $15; 
"  Prayer  Circle,"  $10,  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  L.  T.  Phelps ;  Water- 
ville,  Aux.,  $25;  Bath  Central 
Ch.  S.  S.,  $25;  Machias,  Aux., 
$13;  Yarmouth  1st  Ch.,  Aux., 
$52.05,  $199  05 


Total, 


$199  05 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas., 
Bath,  Aux.,  $6.05;  Campton, 
Aux.,  add'l,  $  1 ;  Centre  Harbor, 
Aux.,  add'l,  $1.25;  Concord, 
Aux.,  for  B.  R.,  $38.75;  Exeter, 
Aux.,  $26.68;  Miss  C.  L.  K.,  for 
Mrs.  C apron's  native  teacher, 
$30;  Fitzwilliam,  Aux.,  $1.50; 
Northampton  Cong.  Ch.,  to 
const.  L  M.  Mrs.  T.  D.  Haynes, 
$25;  Plainfield  Cong.  Ch.,  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  George  Free- 
man, $25;  Miss  M.  M.  Stevens, 
to  const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Johnson,  $25,  $180  23 

Sullivan.  —  Mrs.  Dea.  A.  C.  Ellis,    10  00 
Westmoreland.  —  A  friend,  40 

Total,  $190  63 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Con- 
cord, Aux.,  $16  25 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox.  Treas.,  New  Haven,  Aux., 
$43.72;  St.  Johnsbury  South 
Ch.,  $27.61;  Manchester,  Aux., 
$34.70 ;  Vershire,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Col- 
ton  and  family,  $5 ;  Peacham, 
Juvenile  Miss'y  Soc'y,  $50; 
Westford,  Aux.,  $10 ;  Georgia, 
Aux.,  $7.35;  Hartford,  Aux., 
$43.59;  Wallingford,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
Arnold  Hill,  Mrs.  William  Bal- 
lou,  $62;  Middlebury,  "Green 
Mt.  Rills,"  $20;  Rutland,  Mis- 
sion-Circles, $55.34,  $359  31 
Cambridge.  —  Mrs.      Mary     C. 

Turner,  5  00 

Randolph.  —  Aux.,  4  00 

Underbill.  —  Female  Cent.  Soc'y,    11  00 
Windham.  —  Mary  E.  Stearns,  2  00 


Total, 


$381  31 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Auburndale.  —  A  friend,  $1  00 

Beverly.  —  Dane-st.  Ch.  "  Ivy- 
Leaves,"  of  wh.  $30  for  pupil 
Miss  Agnew's  sch.,  $40  pupil 
Marsovan,  70  00 

Boston.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob 
Fullerton  to  const.  L.M.  their 
grand-daughter,  Miss  Lilian 
S.  Knight,  $25;  Old  Ladies' 
Home,  65  cts.;  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Howe,  $200;  Shawmut  Ch., 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Webber,  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  M.  H.  Baldwin,  $25; 
Salem-st.  Ch.,  $4.25;  Park-st. 
Ch.,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Wiggin,  $10; 
Berkeley-st.Ch.  ,Ladies'  Month- 
ly Col.,  $10.10,  275  00 


RECEIPTS. 
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South  Boston.  —  Little  Josie's  Be- 
quest, 

Boston  Highlands.  — Walnut-ave. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  add'l, 

Brockton.  —  Aux., 

Broolcline.  —  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Tyler  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  R.  Thomas,  $25  by 
Mrs.  L.  S.  Ward  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Isabella  S.  Bliss,  $25  by 
Mrs.  M.  "Withington  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  H.  H.  Withington), 
307.35;  "Violets,"  $6.27; 
"  Golden  Links,"  $5.90 ;  "  Buda 
of  Promise,"  $5;  "Orioles," 
$5 ;  "  Moss  Roses,"  $5 ;  "  Cheer- 
ful Givers,"  $5;  "Lilies  of  the 
Valley,"  5;  "Excelsiors,"  $5, 
for  pupil  in  Harpoot  Fern. 
Sem., 

Cambridgeport.  —  "  Wiyuh 
Workers,''  pupil  Uduville, 

Campbello.  —  "  Faith  Workers," 
station  sch.,  Van,  Turkey, 

Chelsea.  —  Mrs.  S.  N.  Tenney, 

Dorchester.  —  2d  Ch. ,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
$100  by  Mrs.  Frank  Wood  to 
const.  L.M.'s  Mrs.  Harriet 
Smith,  Mrs.  S.  D.  Dunlap,  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Dunlap,  Miss  E.  L. 
Tolman;  $50  by  Mrs.  T.  V. 
Shaw  to  const.  L.M.'s  Mrs.  B. 
A.  Smith,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Nettleton ; 
$50  by  Miss  E.  C.  Shaw  to 
const.  L.M.'s  Mrs.  Eleanor  W. 
Jenks,  Miss  E.  B.  Mann; 
$25  by  Mrs.  Elbridge  Torrey  to 
const.  L.M.  Miss  Edith  Preston 
Foster;  $50  by  Mrs..  Nathan 
Carruth  to  const.  L.M.'s  Miss 
Ellen  C.  Parsons,  Constantino- 
ple, Turkey,  Mrs.  Hannah  T. 
Bird,  Canton,  Ms. ;  $25  by  Miss 
Ellen  Carruth  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Sturtevant;  $25  by  Miss 
Emma  Carruth  to  const  L.M. 
Miss  Eliza  D.  Everett,  Beirut, 
Syria),  for  sal'y  Mrs.  Geo.  D. 
Marsh,  $405;  sabbath  school, 
$54, 

Easton.  —  Aux., 

Falmouth.  —  A  friend,  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  L.  H.  Lawrence, 

Hanover.  —  Aux. , 

Haverhill.  —  "  Pentucket  Mis- 
sion-Band," pupil  in  Marso- 
van, 

Lexington.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  George  C.  Goodwin  to 
const,  herself  L.M., 

Maiden.  —  Aux.,  B.  R.  in  India, 

Medfield.  —Mrs.  F.  D.  Ellis  to 
const.  L.M.  Miss  Hattie  R. 
Campbell,  $25;  M.  F.  E.,  $5. 

Northampton.  —  Mrs.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liston,  $100;  Edwards  Ch.,  3 
els.  in  the  S.  S.,  $20, 

Northborough.  —  Mrs.  Sumner 
Small, 

North  Weymouth.  —  Pilgrim  Ch., 
Aux., 


92 


4  00 
40  00 


349  52 
30  00 


23  00 

2  00 


159  00 
18  00 


25  00 
5  00 


40  00 


58  00 
40  00 


30  00 

120  00 
2  00 
10  00 


Reading.  —  Miss  Lydia  Cook, 
$3.50 ;  Aux.,  add'l,  $19,  $22  50 

Rockland.  — Aux.,  add'l,  for  sch. 
Man  a  Madura, 

Salem.  —  Tabernacle  Ch.,  u  Will 
ing  Helpers," 

South  Well-fleet.  —  Aux., 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,  Treas.,  South 
Ch.,  $122;  Olivet  Ch.,  $27; 
First  Ch.  "  Cheerful  Workers," 
$20;  Munson,  Aux.,  $35,  204  00 

West  Medway.  —  Aux.,  50  cents; 
"  Olive  Plants,"  $4.50, 

Winchester.  —  "  Seek -and -Save 
Soc'y," 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
George  W.  Russell,  Treas., 
Spencer,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $5  was 
given  by  the  wife  of  a  former 
pastor,  in  gold),  $50  for  the  No. 
Mexico  Mission ;  Clinton.  Aux., 
towards  sal'y  Miss  Cull,  $22.86; 
Berlin,  Mrs.  William  Hough- 
ton, and  Mrs.  Luther  Peters, 
$10, 

Tarmouthport.  —  Aux., 


15  00 


30  00 
10  00 


5  00 

182  00 


82  86 
21  25 


Total,  $2,175  55 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Dorchester.  —  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
to  complete  dormitory,  $132  35 

Salem.  —  Tabernacle  Ch,,  Aux., 
for  dormitory,  50  00 

RHODE  ISLAM). 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas.,  Paw- 
tucket,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Goff  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Sarah  Blodgett;  $25  by 
Mrs.  Edwin  Clapp  to  const, 
herself  L.M.;  $25  by  Youth's 
Mission-Circle  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Nellie  Tyler;  $25  by  Miss 
Sarah  Blodgett  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Davis;  $25  by 
Mrs.  H,  M.  Blodgett  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  John  B.  Read;  $25 
by  Chrissy,  Walter,  and  Annie, 
to  const.  L.M.  their  mother, 
Mrs.  Edwin  R.  Clark;  $25  by 
Mrs.  Darius  Goff  to  const,  her- 
self L.M. ;  $25  by  Mrs.  John 
B.  Read,  in  memory  of  her 
mother),  $378.30;  "Cheerful 
Helpers,"  $17 ;  "Penny  Glean- 
ers," $12;  "Golden  Links," 
$6,  $413  30 


Total, 


CONKECTICTJT. 


$413  30 


Ellington.  —  Maria  Pitkin,  to 
const,  herself  L.M.,  $25  00 

Goshen.  —Cong.  S.  S.,  pupil  at 
Inanda,  30  00 

Guilford.  —  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Tuttle,    50  00 
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Hartford  Branch.  —  Berlin,  Mrs. 
Clarissa  H.  Wilcox,  $50  00 

New  Haven  Branch.  —  Miss  Julia 
Twining,  Treas.,  Colchester  (of 
wh.  $25  fr.  Mrs.  J.  B.Wheeler 
to  const.  L.M.  Mrs.  E.  T.  Sal- 
ter), $95;  Higganum,  $11.50; 
Kent,  towards  p'y't  for  pupil  at 
Foochow,  $30;  Litchfield  (of 
wh.  $10  fr.  "  The  Daisy  Chain 
Juvenile  Miss.  Asso."),  $31.39; 
Middletown,  North  Ch.  (of  wh. 
$12.50  fr.  Mrs.  Dyer's  B.  C.  to- 
wards support  of  B.  R.  Gan- 
gabai;  $10  fr.  Miss  Marianna 
Clark  towards  L.M.'ship,  to  be 
applied,  with  the  remaining 
$6.50,  towards  the  support  of  a 
school  near  Aintab),  $29 ;  New 
Britain  South  Ch.,  fr.  Mrs.  F. 
H.  North  and  Miss  J.  E.  Case, 
to  const,  themselves  L.M.'s, 
$50;  New  Britain,  "Cheerful 
Givers"  of  South  Ch.,  for 
pupils  at  Marsovan  and  Inan- 
da,  $70;  New  Haven  Centre 
Church  (of  wh.  $25  from  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Eustis  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Susan  E.  Whittelsey), 
$29.50;  Dwight-place  Ch.,  $19; 
Third  Ch.,  $2;  Yale  College 
Ch.,  $20;  New  Milford  (of  wh. 
$25  fr.  three  friends,  to  const. 
L.M.  Miss  Sarah  Knapp,  and 
$25  fr.  the  "  Golden  Links  "  to- 
wards support  of  a  pupil  at 
Madura),  $233.87 ;  North  Wood- 
bury, to  complete  p'y't  for 
pupil  at  Ceylon,  $5 ;  Plymouth, 
$11.50;  Salisbury,  $12.69; 
South  Britain  "  Mite  Glean- 
ers," $41;  Waterbury  2d  Ch., 
towards  Mrs.  Robert  Hume's 
salary,  $21;  Waterbury 
"  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Cir- 
cle," to  const.  Mrs.  Came  Beck- 
with  L.M.,  $25;  Watertown 
Juvenile  Miss.  Asso.,  towards 
support  of  a  pupil  at  Ceylon, 
$15;  Woodbury,  Mrs.  John 
Churchill,  $5;  West  Haven, 
$20.30;  from  the  Misses  Stone 
of  Yonkers,  N.Y.,  and  the 
Misses  Carrmgton  of  Astoria, 
L.L,  to  const.  Miss  Margaret 
Townsend  of  New  Haven  L.M., 
$25,  .  802  75 

New  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.,  Nor- 
wich, "  Nimble  Fingers,"  $105; 
"  Zenana  Band,"  $10;  Bozrah, 
Aux.,  $10;  Groton,  Auxv  $18,    143  00 

Southport.  —  Bessie's  Missionary 
Box, 


3  00 


Total, 


NEW  YORK. 


$1,103  75 


New  York  State  Branch.  —  Miss 
Myra  Fritcher,  Treas.,  Walton, 


Aux.,  $37.70;  Franklin,  Aux., 
to  const.  L.M.'s  Mrs.  Egbert 
Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Stanley 
Douglass,  $50;  West  Groton, 
Aux.,  $5.90;  Crown  Point, 
"  Willing  Hearts"  (of  wh.  $75 
to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Laura 
Howe,  Miss  Sarah  Trimble, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Hammond), 
$77.28;  Lockport,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Calvin 
Haines,  $32.85 ;  Morrisville, 
Aux.,  $12;  Gloversville,  Aux., 
pupil  at  Udupitty  Fern.  Sem., 
37;  Fairport,  Aux.,  $10,— 
$262.73.  For  printing  and  post- 
age, $4.78,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $257 

Buffalo.  —  R.  W.  B.,  50 

Rochester.  — Mrs.  C.  Dewey,  10 


Total, 

$317  95 

ILLINOIS. 

Oneida.  —  Mrs.  E.  B.  Chamber 
lain, 

$1  40 

Total, 

$1  40 

"WISCONSIN. 

Royalton.  —  Laura  Eastman, 

$1  50 

Total, 

$1  50 

MINNESOTA. 

Grove  Lake.  —  Mother  and  chil 
dren, 

$5  00 

Total, 

$5  00 

IOWA. 

Eldora.  —  Woman's  Cent  Soc'y, 

$7  55 

Total, 

$7  55 

CALIFORNIA. 

Oakland.  —  Mrs.  C.  Richards, 

$25  00 

Total, 

$25  00 

CANADA. 

Canadian  Branch.—  Miss  Wilkes 
Treas.,    towards    Miss     How 
land's  salary, 

» 

$284  00 

Total, 

$284  00 

General  Funds,                           $5,105  99 
C.  Home  Building-Fund,                198  60 
"  Life  and  Light,"                            711  79 
Weekly  Pledge,                                  7  59 
Leaflets,                                               4  90 
Interest  on  Baldwin  Fund,            180  00 

Total,       $6,208 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas. 
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EASTERN  TURKEY. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  PATRICK'S  IiETTERS. 

TURKISH   SCENES   AND   CUSTOMS. 

Eezboom. 

It  seems  pleasant  to  bave  spring  come  in  this  barren  old  city. 
The  roofs  are  beginning  to  look  green,  as  well  as  the  mountains 
and  plain  ;  but  it  will  be  only  a  few  weeks  before  this  transient 
verdure  will  wither  and  dry,  and  every  thing  will  appear  dead  and 
brown  as  before.  There  is  something  grand  about  the  lofty  mo  un-  * 
tains  which  surround  Erzroom  plain,  with  their  snow-capped  sum- 
mits and  rocky  sides  ;  but  we  often  long  for  our  dear  native  land, 
with  its  beautiful  scenery,  its  green  trees,  and  pleasant  walks  and 
drives. 

Erzroom  is  enclosed  on  every  side  by  fortifications ;  and  the  gov- 
ernment is  constantly  increasing  them.  It  is  impossible  to  leave 
the  city  on  the  lower  side  without  passing  through  a  massive  gate- 
way, guarded  by  soldiers  ;  and,  on  the  upper  side  of  the  city,  the 
roads  are  being  blockaded,  and  a  large  gate  is  being  built.  It 
gives  one  something  of  a  prison-like  feeling  to  have  the  city  so 
entirely  enclosed,  and  so  closely  guarded. 

The  Turkish  cavalry  parade  on  the  plain  just  outside  of  the 
city  every  day;  and,  as  their  horses  are  beautiful,  it  is  a  very 
pleasant  sight.  We  pass  them  nearly  every  day  in  our  morning 
drives.  We  pass,  also,  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  eagerly  nibbling 
the  sweet  spring  grass,  each  flock  accompanied  by  a  shepherd,  and 
oftentimes  by  a  shepherd-dog.  As  none  of  the  fields  on  Erzroom 
plain  are  enclosed,  the  cattle,  sheep,  and  donkeys  which  feed  on 
the  plain  and  on  the  mountains,  have  to  be  watched  carefully. 

This  morning,  as  we  returned,  we  passed  a  Persian  funeral. 
Quite  a  crowd  of  Persians,  in  their  peculiar  costumes,  were  stand- 
ing around  the  newly  made-grave,  which  was  being  filled  with 
earth.  Women  are  not  allowed  to  accompany  the  procession  to  the 
grave  in  this  country.  The  Mohammedans  have  a  custom  of 
leaving  a  hole  in  the  grave,  through  which,  I  suppose,  they  think 
the  spirit  rises  to  heaven.     The  Turkish  Moollah,  after  a  short 
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time,  applies  his  ear  to  this  hole;  and,  if  he  hears  a  declaration  of 
the  deceased's  faith  in  Mahomet,  he  pronounces  his  salvation  cer- 
tain; but,  if  he  hears  nothing,  he  concludes  that  the  dead  man's 
soul  is  lost  in  hell.  I  presume  that  a  little  backsheesh  from  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  often  quickens  the  Moollah's  hearing,  and 
makes  it  easy  for  him  to  decide  that  the  man's  soul  is  in  heaven. 

The  Turkish  and  Persian  graveyards  which  we  see  here  are 
sadly  neglected.  Many  of  them  are  not  enclosed;  and,  although 
they  use  upright  gravestones  (which  privilege  is  not  allowed  the 
Armenians,  they  being  a  subject  nation),  they  often  mark  their 
graves  by  a  rough,  triangular  piece  of  stone,  which  soon  crumbles 
away.  The  Armenian  burial-places  are  quite  a  pleasant  contrast 
to  the  Turkish  and  Persian  ones  :  they  are  neat,  and  tolerably  well 
cared  for  ;  and  most  of  the  stones  have  the  name  and  date  carved 
on  them,  although  they  are  placed  upon  the  ground  in  a  horizontal 
position. 

When  the  Armenians  become  Christians,  they  are  denied  the 
privilege  of  burying  their  dead  in  the  Armenian  burying-ground, 
and  in  many  places  they  suffer  much  inconvenience  in  consequence. 

SCHOOL   EXAMINATIONS. 

OCTOBEB,  1875. 

Our  schools  closed  about  two  weeks  since  ;  and  now  it  is  vaca- 
tion. The  theological  seminary  and  girls'  school  were  examined 
together,  with  classes  alternating,  interspersed  with  compositions 
and  music.  The  room  was  filled  with  visitors,  who  seemed  pleased 
with  the  progress  the  scholars  had  made.  They  seemed  quite 
astonished  when,  a  piece  of  music  being  announced,  one  of  the 
girls  went  to  the  organ,  and  accompanied  the  singing,  keeping  good 
time,  and  playing  interludes  between  the  verses. 

Armenians  have  very  little  natural  talent  for  music,  still  they 
enjoy  singing  very  much,  and  always  prefer  minor  pieces.  Their 
own  music  is  always  in  a  minor  key,  which  seems  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  Oriental  nature  than  glad,  joyful  music.  Both 
classes  have  had  lessons  in  singing  during  the  summer,  and 
most  of  them  read  music  very  readily,  although  they  all  sing 
soprano.  One  young  man  did  try  to  sing  bass;  but  the  result  could 
hardly  be  called  a  success.  I  taught  two  of  the  girls  to  sing 
"  Sweet  Home  "  as  a  duet,  one  of  them  singing  alto  ;  and  we  had 
a  solo y  one  of  the  national  songs  of  the  Armenians,  which  was 
sung  by  a  little  girl  from  Ordo.     She  was  somewhat  frightened  to 


EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  PATRICK'S  LETTERS.         151 

sing  alone  before  so  many  people,  but  sang  it  very  prettily.  A 
class  of  seven  graduated  this  year,  the  first  graduates  we  have  had, 
—  two  young  men  with  their  wives,  the  widow  of  a  student  who 
died  before  finishing  his  course,  and  two  young  girls.  The  young 
man  who  delivered  the  valedictory  was  so  overcome  by  his  feel- 
ings, that  he  could  with  difficulty  proceed.  It  is  pleasant  to  have 
those  for  whom  we  have  labored  and  prayed  show  feelings  of  appre- 
ciation and  gratitude.  When,  after  the  valedictory,  the  graduat- 
ing class  came  forward  to  receive  their  diplomas,  there  was  not  a 
dry  eye  among  them. 

TURKISH  WEDDING. 

In  the  evening  following  the  examinations,  there  was  a  re-union 
and  a  wedding.  The  bride,  one  of  our  scholars,  was  dressed  in  a 
plaid  silk,  and  wore  a  wedding  veil,  red  illusion  lace,  I  think  it 
was,  with  gilt  spangles.  After  the  ceremony,  the  bride  and  bride- 
groom immediately  separated,  and  neither  looked  at  nor  spoke  to 
the  other.  I  asked  the  young  man  why  he  did  not  go  and  speak 
to  his  bride  :  he  said  that  he  wanted  to,  but  they  (meaning  her 
friends)  would  not  let  him. 

When  they  leave  school  in  the  fall  for  their  winter's  work  in  the 
various  cities  aud  villages  where  they  are  sent,  it  is  always  hard  to 
part  with  them.  But  it  was  doubly  so  this  year,  for  many  of  them 
will  not  return;  and,  amid  the  changes  which  the  passing  years 
bring,  we  may  never  see  them  again  on  earth.  But  we  hope  that 
most  of  our  scholars,  especially  those  who  have  left  us  not  to  return, 
are  prepared  to  die,  and  that  we  shall  meet  them  in  heaven. 

Many  times  we  are  discouraged  in  thinking  of  our  work  here.  It 
often  seems  as  if  we  accomplished  almost  nothing  :  still,  when  we 
compare  those  who  leave  our  schools  with  their  village  friends  and 
relatives,  the  example  is  surely  encouraging;  and,  even  if  the  result 
of  our  labors  is  only  to  raise  a  few  from  the  ignorance  which  sur- 
rounds them,  our  work  is  not  in  vain. 

It  is  Ramazan  now,  the  great  Turkish  fast,  during  which  they 
turn  night  into  day.  It  continues  for  about  a  month.  Travellers 
and  sick  people  are  excused  from  keeping  it.  During  Ramazan 
the  minarets  are  lighted,  and  guns  are  fired  at  sunset ;  and  the 
calls  to  prayer  seem  more  energetic  than  usual. 


"  It  seems  to  me  there  is  much  hi  abiding  in  our  work,  even  if  we 
can  do  but  little."  — Fidelia  Fiske. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF   ERZROOM   SCHOOL. 

11  One  of  the  girls  who  graduated  last  year  we  employ  as 
teacher,  and  superintendent  of  the  domestic  department.  Five 
from  our  school  have  been  examined,  and  expect  to  unite  with  the 
church  next  sabbath.  One  is  a  city  girl  ;  two  are  wives  of  men  in 
the  training-class;  and  the  other  two  are  our  teacher  and  her  class- 
mate of  last  year.  Of  the  five  who  left  last  year,  there  is  now 
only  one  who  is  not  connected  with  the  church ;  and  we  have  hope 
for  her. 

"  The  scholars  are,  this  year,  nearly  all  making  excellent  prog- 
ress. The  dragoman  of  the  English  consul  is  sending  his 
daughters  this  summer.  The  roofs  of  the  school-buildings  have 
been  enclosed  with  a  high  board  fence,  making  a  good  place  for 
the  girls  to  play. 

"Our  scholars  who  were  employed  during  the  winter,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  did  well;  and  our  pretty,  bashful  girl,  Ackroot, 
seems  very  much  improved  by  the  winter's  experience." 


EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 

LETTER  EEOM  MRS.  MUMEORD. 

Samokov,  July  30, 1875. 

I  have  recently  attended  a  wedding,  in  company  with  the  same 
pastor  with  whom  I  was  last  winter  when  we  were  beaten.  He  is 
the  most  influential  man  in  Bulgaria,  and  powerful  against  evil- 
doers. They  all  feel  this,  and  watch  him  when  he  goes  out  to 
work.  At  this  time  he  went  to  marry  a  couple;  and  I  accompanied 
him,  that  I  might  see  the  sisters  in  that  village  who  have  some- 
times come  to  us,  but  whom  I  had  never  visited. 

The  village  is  about  six  hours  from  Samokov,  and  there  are  but 
four  Protestant  men  living  there.  One  of  them  lost  his  wife  last 
year;  and,  as  there  was  no  one  there  for  him  to  marry,  he  found  a 
young  lady  in  Samokov,  who,  although  not  a  decided  Protestant, 
seemed  inclined  to  become  one,  and  her  mother  and  brother  were 
willing  to  give  her  to  a  Protestant.  The  engagement  was  made 
one  Saturday;  and  a  week  from  that  time  he  came  to  take  his 
betrothed  to  his  house  to  be  married.  Some  friends  accompanied 
them;  and,  as  the  party  travelled  in  an  ox-cart,  all  day  was  spent 
in  their  journey  to  the  village.     A  strong  wind  and  rain  overtook 
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them  before  they  reached  their  destination ;  so  that  when  the  pas- 
tor and  I  welcomed  them,  they  were  quite  wet  and  cold,  and  not 
so  joyful  as  when  they  started  from  Samokov.  Only  the  mother 
accompanied  the  betrothed.  Her  father  is  not  living;  and  the 
brother  had  gone  to  another  city  on  business,  and  had  not  yet  re- 
turned. 

In  the  Greek  church,  people  are  married  generally  on  Sunday; 
but  we  Protestants  wish  to  do  away  with  the  custom,  as  their 
ceremonies  involve  great  desecration  of  the  day. 

We  went  in  the  morning  to  their  upper  room  for  worship.  The 
pastor  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  the  words,  "Ye  are  not 
your  own;  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price."  There  were  but  few 
present  beside  the  four  Protestant  families ;  but  they  listened  with 
great  interest.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  prayer-meeting;  but  the 
services  were  somewhat  disturbed  by  the  entrance  of  some  drunken 
men,  and,  before  we  closed,  two  soldiers  heavily  armed  came  in. 
They  listened  till  the  exercises  were  closed,  and  then  made  known 
their  errand,  which  was  to  prevent  the  marriage,  and  to  take  the 
betrothed  back  to  Samokov,  from  whence,  it  was  asserted,  she  had 
been  stolen. 

Of  course  this  caused  a  commotion  in  our  ranks ;  for  she  was  not 
yet  married,  and  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  fulfil  their  orders. 
The  mother  j)rotested  that  their  assertions  were  false,  and  that  she 
brought  her  daughter  freely  and  willingly  to  marry  her  to  this 
man.  The  girl  declared  her  determination  not  to  return  to  Samo- 
kov; but  all  was  of  no  avail.  The  soldiers  said,  "  We  will  find  a 
way  to  take  you  there."  "Well,"  said  a  brother  of  the  bride- 
groom, "she  cannot  go  to-day,  for  it  is  now  evening.  You  can 
stay  here  till  morning.  We  will  feed  you  and  your  horses;  and  in 
the  morning  we  will  see. "  The  bridegroom,  not  knowing  that  this 
arrangement  had  been  made  by  his  brother,  told  them  they  could 
not  have  food,  nor  provender  for  their  horses.  This  angered  them; 
and  they  replied,  "  Very  well,  we  will  find  food;  but  we  take  the 
girl  with  us :  she  will  not  stay  here  to-night.  She  must  come  with 
us."  By  this  time  the  house  was  full,  and  the  yard  also,  of  the 
neighbors,  who  all  hate  Protestants.  They  had  clubs  in  their 
hands,  and  were  shouting,  and  calling  out  at  the  top  of  their 
voices,  "  See  what  these  cursed  Protestants  are  doing!  They  have 
stolen  a  girl  from  our  side  to  make  her  marry  this  man,"  &c. ;  in 
this  way  making  public  opinion,  and  encouraging  each  other  in 
their  opposition. 
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In  this  extremity,  when  the  mother  was  frightened,  and  the  girl 
weeping  and  trembling  under  the  power  of  these  soldiers,  the  pas- 
tor and  I  were  sitting  by  them.  He  said  to  me,  in  English,  "I 
don't  know  just  how  much  power  I  have  in  this  case  as  a  Protes- 
tant priest,  and  so  do  not  know  what  to  do."  I  said, - "  Let  us  lift 
our  hearts  to  God  for  wisdom;  "  and  in  that  moment  it  was  shown 
me  what  I  should  do.  I  took  the  girl  by  her  arm,  and  said,  "  Come 
out  with  me. ' '  This  the  soldiers  permitted ;  and  I  led  her  to  another 
part  of  the  yard,  and  into  the  room  which  I  was  occupying. 
"Now,"  said  I  to  her,  "you  are  safe  from  those  soldiers  so  long 
as  you  remain  here.  Remember  that  I  do  not  detain  you.  I  only 
invite  you  to  stay  as  my  guest."  I  then  sought  the  pastor,  and 
told  him  what  I  had  done.  He  felt  relieved  at  once;  for  he  knew 
that  my  room  was  my  fortress,  into  which  no  man  dare  enter  with- 
out permission.  He  came  and  sat  out  in  the  yard;  and,  after  some 
time,  the  soldiers  came,  seeking  the  girl.  "  Where  is  she  ?  "  they 
asked.  ' '  We  can  wait  no  longer. "  —  "  There  she  is, "  said  he,  point- 
ing to  my  windows,  where  we  were  sitting.  "  But  you  must  not  go 
into  that  room;  for  she  is  an  American  citizen."  Of  course,  they 
were  angry.  ' '  An  American !  What  is  that  to  us  ?  We  are  sol- 
diers of  the  sultan,  and  can  go  and  take  the  girl  out  by  her  neck." 

—  "  Very  well,"  said  the  pastor,  "  you  may  try  it;  and  we  shall  see 
what  will  be  the  result."  Just  then  I  called  them  to  the  window, 
and  very  quietly  and  pleasantly  said,  ' '  Now  you  see  this  girl  here  in 
my  room.  She  is  free  to  go  or  to  stay  as  she  wishes.  No  one  can 
take  her  against  her  will.  She  is  very  tired,  and  almost  sick  from 
the  excitement  of  the  past  day;  and  it  is  too  bad  to  take  her  to  a 
strange  house  this  evening.  Let  her  stay  with  me  to-night,  and 
you  may  stay  here  in  the  yard.  I  will  see  that  you  are  fed,  and 
that  your  horses  are  fed  also.     Then  in  the  morning  we  will  see." 

—  "  Peke,  Pete  I  "  ("  very  good  ")  said  they,  and  walked  away  as 
quietly  as  possible.  They  took  their  horses,  and  went  to  a  khan  to 
spend  the  night,  and  the  whole  place  became  suddenly  quiet  and 
calm. 

We  all  now  held  a  council,  and  determined  that  we  would  rise 
before  light,  and  marry  the  couple  before  they  could  return  from 
the  khan.  This  we  did.  The  ceremony  was  short  and  simple,  I 
can  assure  you.  We  did  not  sing,  nor  make  any  noise,  till  the  knot 
was  tied;  and  then  we  did  not  care  for  the  sultan  nor  all  his  army. 

After  a  while  the  soldiers  returned,  asked  if  they  were  married, 
drank  coffee,  and  took  some  money  from  me  to  pay  their  expenses, 
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and  then  went  away.  We  came  to  our  homes  the  same  day;  and 
the  pastor  has  entered  a  complaint  against  the  captain  of  these 
soldiers  for  sending  them  on  such  an  unlawful  errand.  We  do 
not  know  yet  what  the  result  will  be;  but  no  harm  can  come  to  us. 


tysrfmi 


WHO  WILL  GO  ? 


As  our  army  of  missionary  workers  increases  year  by  year,  we 
have  reason  to  expect  a  proportionate  increase  in  growth ;  but  we 
regret  to  say,  that  thus  far,  this  year,  our  expectations  are  being 
realized  in  only  two  or  three  of  the  States.  In  the  others,  the 
additions  are  but  few.  Miss  Rankin's  health  prevents  her  con- 
tinuing her  arduous  work  in  the  churches  to  any  great  extent ;  and 
the  officers  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior  have 
been  anxiously  inquiring,  how,  without  some  one  to  take  her  place, 
the  work  is  to  be  made  more  aggressive.  We  know  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  efficient  ladies  in  our  auxiliary  societies,  whose  hearts  are 
warm  with  the  love  of  this  work.  Will  they  not  give  one  day  to 
the  holding  of  a  meeting  with  the  ladies  of  some  neighboring 
church  where  there  is  no  auxiliary,  awakening  their  interest,  and, 
if  possible,  organizing  one  new  missionary  society  ?  Might  they 
not  go  in  little  companies,  or  by  twos,  strengthening  each  other's 
hands,  and  adding  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting  by  presenting 
different  phases  of  the  subject? 


NOTES  FROM  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Pacific  have  just  wel- 
comed and  parted  from  their  first  missionary.  After  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Starkweather  of  Elgin,  111.,  to  Japan,  she  was 
enthusiastically  adopted  by  that  Board,  and  her  brief  visit  gladly 
anticipated.  Before  her  coming,  notice  was  sent  to  all  their 
auxiliaries  to  be  present  at  a  farewell  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  15, 
the  day  before  the  steamer  sailed.  It  was  held  in  Dr.  Stone's 
church,  and  was  a   "most  inspiring  meeting."     The  auxiliary 
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societies  were  largely  represented;  and  the  officers  of  the  Board 
were  cheered  by  the  sight  of  so  full  a  house.  Miss  Starkweather 
responded  to  the  words  of  welcome  from  the  vice-president;  and 
the  other  two  missionary  ladies,  Mrs.  Leavitt  and  Miss  Barrows, 
spoke  briefly.  Over  one  hundred  ladies  remained  to  the  lunch  in 
the  parlors  of  the  church,  and  participated  in  the  social  gathering 
which  followed. 

On  the  Monday  evening  previous,  a  reception  was  held  in  the 
parlors  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Oakland,  at  which 
all  the  missionary  party  were  present.  They  sailed  on  Wednesday, 
March  1,  in  the  steamer  "  Colorado,"  for  Japan. 

This  enterprising  Woman's  Board  has  secured  a  column  in  "  The 
Pacific,"  the  weekly  Congregational  organ  of  the  Pacific  coast, 
through  which  it  is  reaching  all  the  churches  in  that  region. 
They  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Edwards  Henshaw  to  edit  their  column;  and  her  racy  pen  is 
making  it  the  most  attractive  feature  of  the  paper. 

The  ladies  of  San  Francisco  and  Oakland  have  just  purchased 
an  organ  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  Mrs. 
Watkins  of  Mexico,  by  them  greatly  beloved,  and  whose  husband 
was  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  the  Pacific  Theological  Semi- 
nary. 


DAKOTA. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  CURTIS. 


Sisseton  Agehoy,  Feb.  9, 1876. 

That  ambitious  old  lady's  quilt  is  at  last  finished;  but,  lo ! 
yesterday  another  old  lady  comes  and  says  she  has  a  quilt.  She 
would  like  me  to  come  to  her  house  and  fix  it  for  her,  and  she  is 
very  anxious  I  should  come  on  Thursday;  for  she  says  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  she  is  "flying  around,"  by  which  she 
means  working  (she  washes  in  two  or  three  white  families);  but 
Thursday  she  will  be  ' '  sitting  around  doing  nothing. ' '  And  then 
there  are  two  or  three  young  Indian  women  "  sitting  around  u  at 
her  house,  and  she  thinks  she  will  set  them  to  quilting  while  she 
is  "  flying  around."     There  is  policy  in  the  Indian. 

Out  of  the  ten  families  I  have  taught  to  make  light  bread,  five 
make  it  all  the  time ;  and  three  out  of  the  five  make  their  own 
yeast.     The  others  I  shall  need  to  show  once  or  twice  yet. 
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Monday  I  went  to  a  new  place.  The  house  is  a  low  log-house 
of  one  room.  I  stepped  in,  and  looked  around  me,  and  saw  three 
beds,  besides  one  on  the  floor  with  a  very  sick  Indian  on  it.  On 
the  bed  next  to  him  a  big  well  Indian;  on  the  next,  two  well 
Indians  and  a  little  boy;  on  a  box  by  their  side,  a  man  with  a 
child  in  his  arms;  on  the  other  bed,  a  woman  with  three  Indian 
girls:  making,  in  all,  thirteen  souls.  The  room  contained  also  a 
stove,  table,  &c.  I  made  bread  in  that  place.  While  I  was  mak- 
ing the  bread,  the  Indians  amused  themselves  examining  my 
clothes.  That  is  any  thing  but  pleasant,  especially  when  they  put 
on  my  hood. 

About  six  weeks  ago,  Mrs.  Hamilton,  Miss  Harding,  and  myself 
went  to  Iyakaptapi  to  attend  church.  The  church  is  a  very  neat 
one;  and  most  of  the  people  looked  clean  and  happy.  They  gave 
us  seats  in  front  of  the  altar.  It  was  communion-day;  and  two 
Indians  (young  men)  united  with  the  church.  It  was  a  beautiful 
sight;  and  I  could  not  help  thinking  how  much  Christ  had  done 
for  them  in  saving  their  souls,  in  lifting  them  up,  and  making 
men  and  women  of  them.  I  really  felt  as  though  Christ  was 
there.  After  church,  I  went  in  one  of  their  houses,  and  that  was 
clean  and  neat;  and  there  I  saw  what  a  good  work  Mrs.  John  B. 
Renville  has  done.  After  seeing  their  pleasant  homes,  I  took 
courage,  and  thought,  "  If  she  has  done  so  great  a  work,  why,  with 
God's  help,  may  not  I,  though  it  take  years  of  hard  toil?  He 
that  has  promised  to  be  with  us  always  is  faithful. ' ' 

You  speak  of  raising  thirty  thousand  dollars  this  year.  I  feel 
we  have  only  to  ask  large  things,  and,  if  we  have  faith  as  a  grain 
of  mustard-seed,  He  will  give  us  our  desire.  Our  little  auxiliary 
society  will  try  to  take  one  share  with  you.  ' '  Our  hearts  are 
with  you  in  the  planning  of  liberal  things." 

Our  religious  services  in  the  morning  are  in  Dakota.  In  the 
afternoon,  we  have  preaching  at  the  Manual  Labor  School  one 
Sunday,  and  a  sermon  read  at  the  Agency  the  next.  I  have 
succeeded,  with  the  help  of  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Hart,  in 
getting  up  a  weekly  prayer-meeting.  Our  meetings  are  well 
attended,  and  are  very  interesting  indeed.  We  all  feel  that  God 
is  with  us. 

"  If  young  ladies  would  be  more  familiar  with  the  Bible,  how 
chaste  their  language  would  become  !  I  am  enjoying  much  in 
getting  the  girls  to  read  good  books."  —  Fidelia  Fislce. 
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WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  MEETINGS. 

As  the  spring  advances,  we  are  reminded  of  the  return  of  oppor- 
tunities for  quickening  and  strengthening  missionary  interest  in 
churches.  The  associations  of  pastors  and  delegates  from  the 
churches  hold  annual  meetings  in  six  of  the  States  of  our  district 
at  this  season,  as  follows:  — 

Indiana,  at  Michigan  City,  Thursday,  May  11. 

Michigan,  at  Pontiac,  Tuesday,  May  16. 

Illinois,  at  Quincy,  Tuesday,  May  23. 

Iowa,  at  Des  Moines,  Wednesday,  May  31. 

Kansas,  at  Atchison,  Wednesday,  June  7. 

Ohio,  at  Columbus,  Tuesday,  June  13. 

In  connection  with  these  meetings,  which  usually  continue  for 
two  or  three  days,  Woman's  Missionary  Meetings  will  be  held. 
We  urge  all  to  whom  the  opportunity  may  be  presented  to  attend 
these  gatherings.  Those  who  are  already  well  informed  upon  mis- 
sionary subjects,  and  are  actively  engaged  in  behalf  of  this  cause, 
may  thus  strengthen  and  encourage  one  another,  and  impart  of 
their  knowledge  and  zeal  to  those  not  heretofore  familiar  with  its 
claims ;  while  any  who  are  inquiring  how  they  can  do  the  most  for 
Christ  can  learn  of  the  wide  and  promising  field  for  Christian 
effort  brought  to  our  very  doors  by  the  instrumentalities  offered 
to  us. 

A  WORD 

With  those  on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  the  monthly  meet- 
ing. 

In  general,  there  should  be  a  -wise  mingling  of  the  social,  the 
literary,  and  the  devotional.  Do  your  ladies  live  on  their  broad 
acres,  remote  from  each  other,  and  still  more  remote  from  the 
business  centre  and  the  stirring  village,  while  their  hands  are 
occupied  with  an  endless  variety  of  ever  unfinished  work,  they  are 
necessarily  much  alone,  and  do  much  silent  meditation  :  hence  a 
meeting  for  them  should  not  be  cold,  severe,  and  simply  literary 
and  devotional  :  they  need  the  warm  hand-shakings,  with  pleasant 
interchange  of  kind,  familiar  family  inquiry.  There  should  be 
enough  of  missionary  intelligence,  and  of  the  devotional,  to  draw 
out  the  thoughts  beyond  themselves,  then  the  cheerful  room,  and 
sympathy  and  kind  interest,  to  warm  up,  to  liquefy,  and  to  open 
the  heart.     In  the  ambitious  village  or  half -grown  city,  where  we 
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find  the  "  smart  "  women,  give  them  something  to  do,  —  a  mission 
to  study  up  from  its  beginnings,  or  the  results  of  some  educational 
enterprise  to  investigate. 

In  our  larger  centres,  where  with  the  endless  variety  of  lectures, 
concerts,  and  the  giving  and  receiving  of  invitations,  there  is  much 
general  outside  intelligence  and  culture,  time  and  thought  and 
energy  may  be  kept  in  one  continued  whirl.  To  the  genuine 
Christian  woman  in  such  circumstances,  the  quiet  devotional  hour 
may  have  more  charm,  and  be  of  more  benefit,  than  all  other 
agencies. 

"OF  NO   REPUTATION." 

This  little  extract  from  the  letter  of  a  missionary  lady  in  China 
hints  at  one  of  the  most  painful  trials  of  young  ladies  in  heathen 
lands.  To  be  cruelly  misunderstood  by  those  they  have  gone  to 
succor  is  that  wherein  their  experience  most  nearly  touches  that  of 
Christ. 

"It  is,  as  you  very  likely  know,  next  to  impossible  to  live  a 
healthy,  natural  life  in  this  Chinese  city.  A  friend  told  me  she 
kept  up  her  walking  bravely,  until  her  quick  ear  began  to  take  in, 
and  her  mind  to  grasp,  the  cruel,  mocking,  insulting  things  said  on 
the  street  as  she  passed.  Then  her  heart  failed  her,  and  she  gave 
it  up.  Perhaps  you  will  not  get  the  force  of  this  more  than  I  did 
when  she  told  me,  and  it  is  not  strange;  for  you  pure,  refined, 
and  delicate  ladies  at  home  could  not  for  one  instant  conceive  the 
vile,  low,  bad  things  the  Chinese  say  of  us,  and  the  motives  they 
ascribe.' ' 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD   OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  Feb.  15,  1876,  to  March  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Columbus.  —A  New  Year's  offer- 
ing from  Eddie  and  Mary  Has- 
kell, $1  00 

East  Toledo.  —  "  Earnest  Work- 
ers," for  salary  of  Miss  Collins,    10  00 

Kelloggsville.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Amor,  Tr.,  5  00 

Kent.—  Aux.,  Miss  Hattie  A.  Con- 
verse, Tr.,  15  00 

Marietta.  —  Aux.,  wh.  with  prey, 
cont.  const.  Mrs.  Thomas  D. 


Biscoe,  Mrs.  Ira  Preston,  and 
Mrs.  Samuel  Shipman  L.  M.'s,  $25  00 
Oberlin.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Mrs.  Mumford,  and  with  prev. 
cont.  to  const.  Mrs.  John  M. 
Ellis,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Laird,  Mrs. 
Jane  Miller,  Mrs.  A.  A.  F. 
Johnston,  Mrs.  A.  Chapman, 
and  Mrs.  Susan  Moulton  L. 
M.'s,  $55;  Mrs.  L.  G.  B.  Hills, 
for  centennial  work,  and  to 
const,  herself  a  L.M.,  $30; 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Clark,  $5,  90  00 
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Painesville. — Aux.,  toward  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Parsons,  $100; 
Lake  Erie  Seminary,  Aux.,  for 
two  shares  in  Health  Retreat, 
near  Mardin,  Turkey,  $20,       $120  00 

Rootstown.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Sarah 
C.  Barlow,  Tr.,  29  00 


Total, 


$295  00 


MICHIGAN. 
Alpena.  —  S.  school  toward  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Pinkerton, 
East  Saginaio.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 

of  Miss  Shattuck, 
Flint.  —  Young   People's   Miss. 

Soc.  for  village   schools  near 

Harpoot, 
Greenville. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss    Spencer,     Mrs.    L.    R. 

Stevens,  Tr., 
Hudson.  —  Aux.,  for  Bihle-reader 

at  Marash,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Finney, 

Tr., 
Litchfield. — Aux.,  for  share  in 

Christian  newspaper  in  Japan, 
Morenci.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Van- 
Antwerp,  Tr., 
New  Baltimore.  —  Aux. ,  for  Miss 

Pinkerton's  salary,  Miss  Delia 

Ames,  Sec, 
Owosso.  —  Aux.,     for   salary   of 

Miss  Spencer, 
Raisinville.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  F. 

Tracy,  Sec, 
Romeo.  —  Aux.,     for    share    in 

Christian  newspaper  in  Japan, 


$1  60 
70  00 


25  00 


14  00 


Total, 


$203  01 


ILLINOIS. 

Blue  Island.  — Aux.,  hy  Rev.  S. 
F.  Dickinson, 

Chicago.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $57.58. 
New  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Chapin,  $61.22;  Mrs, 
E.  W.  BlatcM ord,  for  mission, 
ary  child  under  care  of  Mrs, 
Walker  of  Auburndale,  Mass. 
$100 ;  47th-St.  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux. 
$26.25, 

Dover.  —  Aux.,  Miss  N.  M.  Allen, 
Tr., 

Lamoille.  —  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jones, 

Napierville.  —  Aux.  ,92V,"  Will- 
ing Workers,"  $17.50, 

Onarga.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  L.  C.  Fos- 

Oneida.  —  Mrs.  Sophia  W.  Ford, 

Ontario.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for  sup- 
port of  pupd  in  Bridgman 
school,  and  to  const.  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Shedd  L.M., 

Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  for  share  in  cen- 
tennial work, 

Peoria.  —  Aux.,  for  Christian 
newspaper  in  Japan,  Mrs. 
M.  R.  Elliott,  Tr., 

Sycamore.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Worcester,  Tr., 


$3  38 


245  05 


38  50 


Total,         $402  43 


Wisconsin. 

Eau  Claire,  —  Aux.,  toward  Mrs. 
Curtis's  salary,  Mrs.  E.  B.  May- 
hew,  Tr.,  $28  00 

Fort  Atkinson.  —  Aux.,  of  which 
$10  is  for  Christian  newspaper 
in  Japan,  20  00 

Oconomowoc.  —  Aux.,  Miss  A.  B. 
Sewell,  Tr.,  11  50 

Ripon.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Potter  L.M.,  25  00 

Waukesha.  —  Aux.,  which  const. 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Griswold  L.M.,  25  00 


Total, 


$109  50 


Anamosa.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 
rows' s  outfit,  $15  50 

Burlington.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10 
is  for  Health  Retreat  near 
Mardin,  20  20 

Davenport.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Wing,  Tr.,  16  91 

Fairfield.  —  Aux.,  for  share  in 
centennial  work,  10  00 

Glenwood.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Bosbyshell,  Tr.,  15  00 

Keokuk.  —  Aux.,  tor  pupil  atErz- 
room,  20  00 

Lansing  Ridge.  —  Ladies'  Cent. 
Soc.  of  German  Cong.  Ch.,  4  50 

Lyons.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Day,  $34;  "Little  Workers," 
for  pupil  in  Erzroom  school, 
$30,  64  00 

Muscatine.  —  Aux.,  which  const. 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Graham  and  Miss 
Belle  Hanna  L.M.'s,  50  00 

Oskaloosa.  —  Aux. ,  which  const. 
Mrs.  H.  E.  King  L.M.,  26  00 

Rockford.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Paddock,  Tr.,  1  41 

Sabula.  —  Aux.,  for  share  in  cen- 
tennial work,  10  00 


Total, 

MINNESOTA. 


$253  52 


Brainerd. — "  Earnest  Workers," 
for  pupil  in  Samokov  school,     $35  00 

Northfield.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 
rows's  travelling  expenses,  12  26 


$47  26 


Total, 


MISSOUItl. 


Breckenridge.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  N. 
W.  Scott,  Tr., 

St.  Louis.  —  Pilgrim  Cong.  Ch. 
Aux.,  $19;  Mrs.  Wm.  G.  Webb, 
for  Christian  newspaper  in  Ja- 
pan, $10, 

Windsor.  —  "  Merry  Workers," 

Total, 


$7  00 


29  00 
15  00 

$51  00 


$1,361  72 
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NU  M  B  E  R    THREE. 

EDUCATION  —  CHRISTIAN  WORK. 

BY  MRS.    M.   B.    NORTON. 

A  late  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  and  colleges  in 
Japan  urges  the  importance  of  educating  Japanese  women.  It 
says,  "  If  the  future  men  of  the  nation  are  to  be  inspired  with  the 
best  motives,  and  guided  by  the  best  principles,  the  mothers  must 
first  be  educated  up  to  the  standard.  The  home-life  of  a  country 
depends  upon  the  women.  To  make  this  happy,  the  women  must 
be  so  educated,  that  they  may  understand  and  sympathize  with  the 
plans  and  pursuits  of  their  husbands  and  brothers.  In  Japan,  as 
elsewhere,  a  distinction  has  always  been  made  against  woman.  It 
is  time  to  place  her  upon  the  same  level,  in  privileges  of  education, 
which  the  men  of  Japan  have  begun  to  claim  for  themselves: 
hence  the  present  efforts  to  advance  female  education  deserve  the 
encouragement  of  all  friends  of  Japan." 

The  young  empress  takes  the  greatest  possible  interest  in  this 

subject.     Some  two  years  ago  she  visited  a  school  for  girls  under 

the  charge  of  two  Dutch  ladies.     The  change  which  has  taken 

place  since  the  time  —  but  eight  years  ago,  — when  the  sovereign 
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and  his  family  lived  in  entire  seclusion,  guarded  from  approach  by 
the  strictest  Asiatic  ceremonies,  is  well  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
the  empress  on  this  occasion,  delighted  by  what  she  saw  of  the 
school,  caused  a  group  to  be  formed  and  photographed  of  her 
royal  self  and  the  two  teachers,  and  presented  a  copy  of  this  to 
each  of  the  ladies. 

About  the  time  when  we  were  partaking  of  our  last  Thanksgiv- 
ing dinners,  preparations  were  making  for  the  formal  opening  of  a 
new  girls'  school  in  Tokio,  under  the  especial  patronage  of  the 
empress,  who  had  inaugurated  the  movement  by  a  subscription 
of  five  thousand  dollars.  The  national  emblem  (a  scarlet  globe 
representing  the  rising  sun)  and  the  empress's  crest  (a  golden 
chrysanthemum)  surmounted  the  decorations  of  the  occasion.  The 
empress  presided,  and  actually  read  a  brief  address.  The  minis- 
ter of  the  interior  and  other  high  dignitaries  were  also  present. 
The  superintendent  of  education  said,  "  The  enlightenment  of  a 
country  depends  upon  the  excellence  of  its  government;  and  the 
excellence  of  its  government  depends  upon  the  perfect  nature  of  the 
regulations  of  families.  Now,  the  perfect  nature  of  household  reg- 
ulations depends  upon  the  integrity  of  thought,  advance  of  intelli- 
gence, and  chaste  and  upright  action  of  women.  Our  earnest  desire 
is,  that  those  who  may  in  after-time  complete  their  education  here 
may  become  virtuous  women,  and  so  assist  their  husbands;  vir- 
tuous mothers,  and  so  instruct  their  children;  and  that,  by  giving 
birth  to  and  training  up  a  worthy  population,  our  country  may 
become  a  prosperous  and  tranquil  land."  Are  not  these  strange 
words  for  one  who  five  years  ago  was  in  the  darkness  and  scep- 
ticism of  learned  heathenism,  and  who  took  his  first  lessons  in 
civilization  and  in  Christianity  at  the  table  and  the  fireside  of  a 
Christian  lady  sent  out  by  women  in  America  to  a  mission  in  that 
land?  Such  is  a  fragment  of  the  history  of  a  native  gentleman 
who  was  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  language  to  missionaries  in 
Yokohama,  now  the  Christian  superintendent  of  education  in 
Japan. 

The  empress  said,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  "  On  hearing  of 
this,  I  was  unable  to  contain  my  joy.  My  earnest  desire  is,  that  I 
may  eventually  see  the  beautiful  fruit  of  female  education  appear 
in  profusion  through  the  whole  land." 

There  are  now  over  one  hundred  persons  laboring  in  the  empire 
as  representatives  of  the  various  Protestant  denominations  of 
America  and  England.     These  have  been  permitted  to  reside, 
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preach,  and  teach  at  seven  principal  cities  of  the  empire  ;  viz., 
Yedo  (Tokio),  Yokohama,  Kobe,  Osaka,  Shidzuoka,  Hakodati, 
and  Nagasaki.  The  training  of  young  men  for  teachers  and 
preachers  of  the  Word  is  receiving  much  attention.  The  rank  and 
character  of  the  converts  is  unusually  high;  and  many  of  them 
seem  to  have  remarkable  insight  into  spiritual  truth. 

Mission-schools  for  girls  are  among  the  most  richly  blessed  and 
hopeful  means  of  introducing  the  gospel  leaven.  At  least  five  of 
these  are  already  established  by  different  missionary  Boards,  with 
great  promise  of  usefulness.  The  American  Mission  Home  in 
Yokohama,  established  by  the  Woman's  Union  Missionary  Society, 
has  secured  excellent  accommodations  in  a  beautiful  spot,  and  is 
accomplishing  a  great  work.  Speaking  of  this  school,  a  late  writer 
says,  u  It  is  a  standing  triumph  of  American  housekeeping,  vigor, 
and  discipline,  —  an  American  home,  and  the  centre  of  multifari- 
ous Christian  labor.  ...  If  one  thing  seems  settled,  it  is  the 
ability  and  thorough  adaptation  of  woman  to  do  Christian  work 
in  heathen  lands." 

The  "  Home  "  in  Kobe,  built  and  furnished  by  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior,  has  been  in  operation  but  a 
short  time.  One  of  its  teachers  says,  "This  'Home'  has  been 
called  for  to  supply  a  great  and  pressing  need,  which  can  be  met 
in  no  other  way.  The  situation  is,  we  think,  the  best  in  the  town. 
It  fronts  the  beautiful  bay.  On  one  side  is  a  lovely  bamboo  grove  ; 
on  the  other,  the  extensive  grounds  of  the  English  consul.  God 
has  certainly  blessed  us  richly  in  our  beginning,  giving  us  many 
proofs  of  his  presence.  I  am  sure,  if  I  could  tey.  you  all  his 
workings  here,  and  how  gladly  our  sisters  listen  to  the  dear  (  old 
story,'  you  wTould  feel,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  a  joy  to  work  for 
them." 

In  Tokio,  the  missionary  of  the  Methodist  Woman's  Foreign 
Mission  Society  has  rented  an  old  temple,  part  of  which  is  still 
used  for  the  worship  of  idols,  and  has  begun  in  it  a  boarding  and 
day  school  for  girls. 

There  is,  also,  a  school  under  the  auspices  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board,  and  one  under  the  care  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

The  great  importance  of  Christian  labor  in  this  interesting  land 
has  long  been  felt  by  a  few  persons.  More  than  forty  years  ago, 
an  appeal  to  Christians,  urging  them  to  lose  no  opportunity  for 
evangelizing  the  Japanese,  and  predicting  great  changes  among 
them  in  the  not  distant  future,  was  published  by  one  who  had  en- 
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joyed  unusual  opportunities  for  knowledge  of  that  sealed  empire. 
Nearly  twenty  years  ago,  missionary  work  had  begun  there  ;  but 
its  progress  was  slow  in  face  of  the  deadly  opposition  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  people  to  foreigners,  and  especially  to  a  foreign 
religion,  of  which  Jesuitism  had  hitherto  been  their  principal 
illustration.  Even  now,  the  statute  is  not  formally  repealed  which 
adjudges  death  to  a  Japanese  who  embraces  Christianity.  But 
the  new  life  of  the  nation  during  the  last  eight  years  has  substi- 
tuted for  the  old  opposition  of  the  government,  either  indifference 
to,  or  secret  toleration  for,  the  religion  of  such  powerful  nations 
as  England  and  America.  Individuals  are  earnestly  seeking  for  a 
better  way  than  they  have  known,  and  readily  listen  to  Christian 
teachers.  An  English  missionary  states  it  as  his  opinion  that  there 
are  thousands  in  Japan,  who  never  spoke  to  a  foreigner  in  their 
lives,  who  are  thoughtful  on  religious  subjects,  and  desirous  of 
arriving  at  a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

A  recent  private  letter  gives  some  statistics  of  missionary  opera- 
tions there,  which  are  believed  to  be  perfectly  trustworthy,  and  to 
embody  the  latest  results  of  inquiry  in  this  direction.  It  states, 
"In  Japan  there  are  twelve  Protestant  societies  represented, — 
nine  American,  and  three  English, — by  fifty  male  and  sixty-two 
female  missionaries.  Besides  these,  there  are  some  fifteen  Chris- 
tian teachers  in  the  government  schools  and  colleges. 

"  During  the  past  four  years,  two  foreign  Union  churches  have 
been  organized,  and  buildings  erected  in  Yokohama  and  Tokio. 
Three  native  Union  churches  have  also  been  organized  in  the  same 
places. 

S '  The  Presbyterian  Board  has  three  native  churches  formed 
under  its  direction  ;  and  the  Protestant  Episcopal,  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, and  Baptist  missions,  each  one." 

Three  native  churches  have  been  formed  under  the  care  of  the 
American  Board, — one  at  Kobe  (three  hundred  miles  south-west  of 
Tokio),  one  at  Osaka,  and  one  at  Sanda.  More  than  half  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  at  Kobe  are  active  preachers  of  the  Word  at  their 
own  charges.  There  is  abundant  encouragement  here.  Messrs.  O. 
H.  Gulick  and  Atkinson,  and  Dr.  Berry,  with  their  wives,  are  labor- 
ing under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  at  this  station.  The  "  Kobe 
Home"  school  for  girls  is  most  efficiently  cared  for  by  Misses 
Dudley  and  Talcott,  assisted  by  Miss  Gulick.  Miss  Barrows  is  also 
located  in  Kobe.  Sanda,  twenty  miles  north  of  Kobe,  with  its 
recently  organized  church,  is  one  of  several  out-stations  of  this 
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mission,  and  offers  a  most  promising  field.  Hiogo,  the  port  of 
Kobe,  opens  more  slowly,  but  gives  increasing  encouragement. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leavitt  sailed  March  1,  1876,  expecting  to  be 
located  at  Osaka,  twenty  miles  east  of  Kobe.  This  is  a  city  of 
six  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  and  has  long  been  the  commer- 
cial centre  of  the  empire.  Rev.  J.  H.  De  Forest  and  Drs.  Gordon 
and  Adams,  and  their  wives,  are  laboring  in  this  city.  Miss 
Gouldy  has  been  doing  a  good  work  here  among  the  women  and 
girls,  and  has  recently  been  re-enforced  by  Misses  Wheeler  and 
Stevens. 

Mr.  De  Forest,  writing  soon  after  the  arrival  of  new  missiona- 
ries, says,  "  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  how  glad  we  are  to  have  our 
force  increased  by  the  four  who  have  just  arrived.  It  may  seem 
ungrateful  to  say  so ;  but  four  persons  are  really  a  small  number, 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  if  the  whole  force  of  the  American 
Board's  missionaries  were  turned  into  Japan  to-day,  with  the  lan- 
guage at  their  tongue's  end,  there  would  be  no  lack  of  attentive 
hearers  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year."  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Greene,  the  first  missionaries  of  the  Board  in  Japan,  arrived 
there  in  1869,  and  were  for  some  time  at  Kobe.  Mr.  Greene  is 
now  a  member  of  a  committee,  composed  of  representatives  of 
several  denominations,  who  are  engaged  at  Yokohama  in  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible. 

Kiyoto  is  the  third  city  of  the  empire  in  size,  Tokio  and  Osaka 
alone  surpassing  it,  the  latter  but  slightly.  Its  importance  as  a 
field  for  missionary  operations  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  For 
more  than  a  thousand  years  prior  to  the  revolution,  which  eight 
years  ago  transferred  the  seat  of  government  to  Tokio,  it  was  the 
sacred  capital  of  the  empire.  Here  was  the  palace-home  of  the 
mikado,  and  here  the  royal  court  was  held.  It  is  situated  in  a 
pleasant  valley  near  Lake  Biwa,  the  principal  body  of  fresh  water 
in  Japan.  The  streets  are  clean  and  straight;  and  beautiful  temple- 
grounds  filled  with  forest-trees  are  frequent.  Recent  letters  from 
Mr.  Davis  tell  us  that  ' '  Shintoism  and  Buddhism  are  intrenched 
in  this  city  in  their  central  citadels.  There  are  thirty-five  hun- 
dred Buddhist  and  twenty-five  hundred  Shinto  temples.  Budd- 
hism is  probably  stronger  here  to-day  than  in  any  other  place  in 
Japan."  Notwithstanding  the  combined  opposition  of  ten  thou- 
sand or  twelve  thousand  Shinto  and  Buddhist  priests,  "men  come 
in  groups  from  distant  parts  of  the  city,  inquiring  after  the 
truth,  and  asking  that  preaching-places  may  be  opened  near  them. 
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Had  we  the  men  and  women  to  do  it,  we  could  open  twenty  preach- 
ing-places in  Kiyoto,  which  would  soon  be  crowded  with  eager 
listeners."  All  this  is  taking  place  in  a  city  which  has,  until 
recently,  been  entirely  inaccessible  to  foreigners.  Since  the  return 
of  Mr.  Nee  Sima  as  a  missionary  of  the  American  Board  to  his 
own  countrymen,  he  has  obtained  permission  of  the  government  to 
locate  a  theological  school  at  Kiyoto,  and  to  employ  missionaries  as 
its  teachers.  Several  medical  missionaries  have  been  requested  to 
open  hospitals  near  Kiyoto;  and  one  of  them  says,  "A  girl's 
school  must  also  be  opened  there  ;  for  the  people  much  desire  this, 
and  are  ripe  for  it."  Since  this  was  written,  Mr.  Nee  Sima  has 
been  united  in  marriage  to  the  sister  of  blind  Yamomoto,  the 
counselor  of  the  government.  The  bride,  a  Japanese  lady  of  cul- 
ture, was  baptized  and  received  to  the  church  on  her  wedding- 
day,  Jan.  2,  1876.  In  connection  with  Mrs.  Doane,  she  has  already 
opened  the  girls'  school  so  much  needed.  It  is  very  desirable  to 
make  this  a  representative  Christian  school  in  that  hitherto  inaces- 
sible  capital.  Messrs.  Davis,  Doane,  Nee  Sima,  Learned,  and  Dr. 
Taylor,  with  their  wives,  have  promptly  availed  themselves  of  the 
coveted  permission  to  reside  there;  and  plans  are  being  matured 
for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work.  Miss  Starkweather,  who 
recently  arrived  in  Japan,  is  soon  to  be  established  here.  It  is 
proposed  to  procure  land,  and  erect  a  suitable  building  for  a  girls' 
home  and  school  at  an  early  day.  This  will  cost  about  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  it  is  expected  that  the  Japanese 
themselves  will  contribute  one-half.  The  remaining  six  thousand 
dollars  have  been  assumed  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  We 
echo  the  wish  of  the  young  empress,  that  "  the  beautiful  fruit  of 
female  education  may  soon  cover  the  whole  land,"  while  we  are 
persuaded  that  only  as  it  is  Christian  education  can  it  bring  forth 
"  beautiful  fruit." 


INDIA. 

SETTEE  FROM  MRS.  BRUCE. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  saw  and  heard  Mrs.  Bruce  during  her 
recent  visit  in  this  country  will  be  glad  to  know  that  she  and  her 
husband  have  commenced  their  labors  at  Satara,  a  city  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  south-east  from  Bombay.  Of  the  city 
she  says,  — 
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"  Satara  has  not  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  stations  that 
promised  the  greatest  results.  It  is  a  Brahminieal  place,  and 
many  of  the  people  are  prejudiced  or  hardened  against  the  truth. 
We  felt  that  some  special  efforts  were  needed  to  arrest  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  when  ordinary  means  failed,  and  planned  to  have 
an  exhibition  of  the  magic-lantern,  and  a  kirtan,  or  sacred  concert, 
every  week.  The  kirtan  is  conducted  by  our  helpers  in  true  native 
style,  and  is  very  popular  with  the  people.  The  first  one  was  held 
on  Christmas  Eve,  in  a  church  in  the  central  part  of  the  city;  and 
we  were  much  encouraged  by  the  good  degree  of  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the  community.  There  were 
some  who  followed  the  instructions  closely;  and,  when  any  of  the 
Sanscrit  proverbs  were  quoted  in  Mr.  Kassam's  peculiarly  happy 
manner,  we  noticed  that  men  would  frequently  nudge  each  other's 
elbows,  and  sometimes  would  even  clap  their  hands,  to  show  their 
approval.  But  '  Satan  came  also  among  them,'  as  the  Scripture 
says  ;  and  one  of  his  adherents  sought  to  distract  attention  by 
throwing  a  large  stone  on  the  iron  roof.  The  meeting  proceeded, 
nevertheless. 

"  As  we  were  on  our  way  home,  another  stone  was  thrown  at 
Mr.  Bruce;  but  it  providentially  missed  its  aim,  and  left  its  im- 
pression on  the  cart  instead.  One  of  our  servants  was  examining 
the  mark  of  it  next  day,  and  very  gravely  remarked,  — 

"  '  That  came  very  near  hitting  Sahib.' 

"  '  The  Lord  is  our  keeper,'  I  replied. 

"  '  Yes,'  said  he,  '  the  Lord  is  our  keeper  —  very  true.  But,  if 
the  stone  had  hit  Sahib,  what  then?  ' 

"  His  faith  could  go  no  farther;  and  I  presume  this  maybe  taken 
as  a  fair  specimen  of  many  a  man's  faith  in  Christian  lands.  We 
feel  so  thankful  to  see  some  interest  expressed,  that  we  are  very 
willing  to  have  a  few  stones  thrown,  if  souls  cannot  be  won  without 
them.  It  is  best,  however,  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  protection  of  a 
Christian  government  in  this  enlightened  age  ;  and  we  have  taken 
the  precaution  to  have  police  stationed  near  the  church  when  there 
are  large  meetings. 

"  By  means  of  the  magic-lantern,  Mr.  Bruce  has  several  times 
preached  to  a  crowded  house.  He  exhibits  insects  and  animals  at 
first,  and,  then  displaying  Scripture  scenes,  is  able  to  hold  their 
attention  to  the  truth.  After  witnessing  such  an  exhibition,  a 
Brahmin,  who  professes  to  love  the  truth,  but  has  not  courage  to 
come  out  before  the  world  and  confess  Christ,  called  at  our  house, 
and  even  knelt  with  us  in  evening  prayer.     Among  other  things,  he 
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said  that  was  a  beautiful  story  of  Joseph,  and  wished  to  know  in 
what  part  of  the  Bible  he  could  find  it.  If  men  are  only  brought 
to  search  the  word  of  God  with  unbiassed  minds,  our  object  will  be 
accomplished.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  apply  his  own  truth, 
and  purify  the  heart. 

"I  have  considerable  time  for  zenana  work,  besides  teaching  my 
children  ;  and  through  Mr.  Kassam's  wife,  — who  was  formerly  a 
Brahminee,  and  who  still  retains  the  dress  of  that  caste,  — I  hope  to 
win  my  way  in  time  to  the  homes  that  have  hitherto  been  closed  to 
the  missionaries.  At  present  I  visit  the  jail  twice  a  week  to  give 
instruction  to  the  women,  sometimes  taking  with  me  Mr.  Kassam's 
wife,  and  sometimes  Bhazubai,  who  is  employed  as  a  native  teacher. 
Some  of  you  may  have  read  of  Bhazubai,  and  remember  that  she 
was  devoted  to  a  life  of  shame  by  her  own  mother,  but  escaped 
that  fate  by  becoming  a  Christian  in  the  face  of  much  opposition. 
She  is  now  one  of  our  most  useful  women,  and  has  such  a  happy 
faculty  of  presenting  the  truth,  that  frequently  the  Hindu  women 
say,  '  Bring  Bhazubai  with  you;  won't  you?  '  She  has  a  little  boy 
whose  name  is  '  Welfare.'  This  may  seem  a  strange  name;  but  I 
heard  a  mother  scolding  her  little  '  Wisdom  '  the  other  day. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  mission,  Bhazubai 
and  her  husband  went  to  visit  her  mother,  and  on  her  return  I 
asked  what  her  mother  said  to  her.  '  Oh !  she  was  very  glad  to  see 
us,'  she  replied;  'and  now  she  says  I  did  all  right,  and  the  mis- 
sionaries did  right.'  I  hardly  expected  such  a  confession  from  the 
old  woman,  who  was  almost  ready  to  kill  her  daughter,  in  her  rage, 
when  she  became  a  Christian;  yet  I  thought  she  might  well  rejoice 
to  see  her  daughter  a  happy  wife  and  mother,  so  comfortably  set- 
tled in  life,  with  no  mother-in-law  to  tyrannize  over  her.  What  a 
contrast  her  present  life  affords  with  what  it  would  have  been,  had 
her  mother's  wicked  vow  been  carried  out! 

"  You  may  be  interested  in  an  illustration  that  Bhazubai  used 
the  other  day  in  one  of  our  visits  to  the  jail.  We  were  reading  of 
religion  in  its  likeness  to  salt.  I  think  the  comparison  would  never 
have  occurred  to  any  one  in  a  Christian  land,  where  salt  is  never 
seen  till  after  it  has  been  purified.  .She  said,  '  There  is  certainly 
nothing  to  recommend  salt  in  its  outward  appearance.  We  go  into 
the  bazaar,  and  see  a  great  many  pretty  things  ;  but  salt  is  mixed 
with  a  good  deal  of  dirt,  and  does  not  look  nice  at  all.  So  in  the 
Christian  religion,  there  is  nothing  showy  to  dazzle  the  eye,  or 
charm  the  ear:  no  music  at  weddings  among  the  Christians,  no 
painting  the  body  with  red  powder.     The  public  services  of  the 
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chapel,  too,  are  simple;  and  people  cannot  understand  where  the 
attraction  is,  until  they  learn  from  experience  how  good  it  is  to  be 
a  Christian.'  She  then  told  them  something  of  her  own  history, 
alluding  to  the  recent  visit  to  her  mother,  and  the  change  in  her 
feelings  as  to  the  course  she  had  taken. 

"  Our  Jesus  has  power  over  the  hearts  of  men;  and  in  his  name 
we  trust." 

TURKEY. 

KEVIVAL  IN  BITLIS. 

BY  MISS   C.    E.    ELY. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  tell  you,  dear  friends,  that  a  most 
precious  work  of  awakening  is  now  in  progress  here.  On  the  first 
sabbath  in  January,  nine  persons  united  with  the  Bitlis  church,  — 
six  men,  one  woman,  and  two  of  our  school-girls.  It  was  a  happy, 
solemn  day.  The  women  and  girls  had,  for  some  time  previous  to 
the  new  year,  appeared  unusually  thoughtful.  Several  of  the  girls 
had  confessed  faults  which  had  been  a  burden  on  their  consciences; 
and  the  serious  and  tender  state  of  most  of  the  pupils  was  very 
marked. 

The  week  of  prayer  found  them  in  this  state  of  mind.  Daily 
meetings  in  the  chapel  were  largely  attended;  and,  from  the  first*, 
it  was  evident  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  our  midst.  On  the  first 
morning,  notwithstanding  the  early  hour,  the  very  inclement 
weather,  and  the  great  distance  many  had  to  come,  there  were 
forty  present;  and  the  meeting  was  characterized  by  great  earnest- 
ness. A  few  women  only  could  leave  their  children  and  household 
cares  to  attend.  The  early  hour  was  chosen  to  accommodate 
apprentices  and  working-men.  After  the  first  morning,  a  large 
number  of  brethren,  and  not  a  few  strangers,  were  present;  and 
the  meetings  deepened  in  interest  day  by  day.  Usually  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  took  part;  and  often  two  or  three  were  standing 
at  once  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

After  the  subjects  of  prayer  for  the  day  were  read,  several  poor 
distressed  sinners  would  immediately  arise,  and  beg  for  the  counsel 
and  prayers  of  Christians;  so  that,  leaving  the  special  subjects  of 
prayer,  the  people  felt  constrained  to  entreat  the  Lord  in  behalf 
of  these  poor  burdened  souls.  Many  humble  confessions  of  sin, 
of  coldness,  of  inconsistent  lives,  were  made,  and  many  earnest 
requests  for  prayer.     The  burden  of  the  remarks  would  be,  "  Pray 
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for  me,  that  I  may  have  strength  to  overcome  temptation,  and  live 
in  such  nearness  to  Christ,  that  many  may  be  won  to  him  through 
my  instrumentality; "  or,  "Pray  forme  that  I  may  instruct  my 
family  in  the  truth,  be  a  faithful  witness  for  Jesus,  and  labor  much 
for  the  conversion  of  my  neighbors. "  No  undue  excitement  has 
been  manifested,  but  a  deep,  growing  earnestness  to  seek  the 
Saviour,  and  live  for  his  glory. 

At  these  public  services,  of  course  the  women  could  take  no 
audible  part;  but  their  deep  convictions,  longings,  and  resolutions 
were  freely  expressed  at  their  own  meetings.  On  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  the  month,  at  the  mothers'  meeting,  nearly  forty  took  part. 
My  sister  did  not  even  find  time  to  read  a  passage  of  Scripture; 
and  the  meeting  continued,  without  a  pause  or  a  break,  for  over 
two  hours.  It  is  a  special  cause  for  gratitude  that  a  number  of 
women  (in  most  cases  having  husbands  who  are  members  of  the 
church)  who  have  attended  Protestant  services  for  years,  but 
whose  hearts  seemed  gospel-hardened,  are  now  awakened.  The 
particular  history  and  experience  of  these  women,  if  it  could  be 
faithfully  portrayed,  would  form  a  most  interesting  record. 

One  woman,  who  has  until  lately  been  extremely  indifferent,  and 
at  times  opposed  to  the  truth,  has,  as  we  hope,  given  her  heart 
to  the  Saviour.  She  has  attended  every  meeting  for  about  six 
weeks,  and  seldom  allows  me  to  pass  without  speaking.  On  one 
occasion  she  rose,  and  in  a  most  humble  way  confessed  many 
things  she  had  said  and  done  to  injure  the  Protestant  sisters. 
She  had  ridiculed  them  often;  and,  of  those  who  had  asked  her  to 
be  a  Christian,  she  had  said,  "  Shall  those  eaters  of  thick  bread 
give  me  counsel?  "  The  Armenians  use  thin  bread  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper,  something  like  the  Roman-Catholics; 
and,  as  the  Protestants  use  loaf  bread,  it  was  this  she  had  made 
light  of.  Again  and  again  she  has  spoken,  telling  of  her  easily 
besetting  sin,  anger,  and  of  her  unwillingness  to  have  her  husband 
punish  the  children,  confessing  that  she  had  led  them  into  much 
disobedience.  Her  case  has  long  been  a  burden  to  us;  and  we  are 
greatly  encouraged  to  see  the  change  in  her. 

Eight  evening  meetings  are  held  during  the  week,  in  different 
wards  of  the  city;  and  the  good  work  is  continuing  and  spreading. 
We  entreat  your  prayers  for  the  establishment  of  true  piety  in  the 
many  hearts  now  aroused  to  a  sense  of  their  need  of  a  Saviour. 

In  another  letter  Miss  Ely  writes  as  follows,  of  a  woman's  meet- 
ing which  followed  quite  a  long  prayer-meeting  in  the  chapel :  — 

"  As  I  neared  the  side-door,  where  the  women  and  girls  were 
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going  out,  one  of  them  said  to  me,  '  How  good  it  would  be  to  staj 
and  have  a  prayer-meeting !  Why  can't  we?'  —  *  The  same 
thought  came  into  my  mind,'  I  answered  ;  '  but  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  cold,  I  did  not  propose  it.'  Word 
was  given  to  the  women  and  girls  who  had  left  the  chapel ;  and 
in  a  few  seconds  all  were  quietly  seated  again.  I  said  a  few 
words,  and  added,  '  Let  the  prayers  be  short,  as  it  is  late.* 

"  I  had  scarcely  completed  the  sentence,  when  a  dear  aged 
mother  began  to  pray.  Others  closely  followed.  Four  or  five 
school-girls  expressed  ardent  desires  to  be  wholly  consecrated  to 
Christ's  service,  and  hoped  Christians  would  ask  the  Master  to 
permit  them  to  be  instrumental  in  leading  many  to  the  Saviour. 
One  of  them,  who  trusts  she  has  given  her  heart  to  Jesus  within 
a  few  weeks,  particularly  desired  prayers,  that,  during  the  week's 
vacation  near  at  hand,  she  might  be  the  means  of  good  to  the 
friends  she  expected  to  visit. 

"  Four  more  prayers  were  offered,  and  again  a  trembling  voice 
broke  forth,  '  Oh!  pray  for  me.  I  have  lately  been  made  to  feel 
my  sins.  I  wish  to  seek  Jesus.  I  am  poor  and  weak  and  ignorant 
and  sinful.  Oh!  I  beg  of  you,  dear  friends,  do  pray  for  me  that 
I  may  find  Christ. '  This  was  said  by  a  woman  whose  husband 
and  most  of  whose  relatives  are  Armenians. 

"  While  she  was  speaking,  I  rose  to  give  them  warning  that  it 
was  time  to  go.  Others  had  begun  to  speak  ;  but,  feeling  it  was 
best  to  close  the  meeting,  I  said,  '  Those  of  you  who  have  not  had 
opportunity  to  express  your  thoughts,  or  pray  audibly  here,  can 
still  commune  with  the  gracious  Hearer  of  prayer  at  your  homes. ' 

"  Softly,  with  a  gentle  '  Salutations  to  the  other  teacher,'  the 
little  band  separated." 


We  propose  to  devote  the  Home  Department,  in  our  August 
number,  to  the  subject  of  giving  for  foreign  missions.  We  shall 
hope  to  touch  on  the  duty,  the  blessing,  and  the  mode,  of  giving; 
and  we  should  be  glad  of  communications  from  any  of  our  readers 
on  the  subject  that  will  be  of  use  in  stimulating  and  encouraging 
others.  Any  illustrations  of  consecrated  gifts,  or  incidents  of  self- 
denial,  or  special  effort  for  the  sake  of  giving,  will  be  thankfully 
received.  We  would  like,  in  this  way,  to  bring  our  readers  into 
close  contact  with  each  other,  and  make  them  mutually  helpful. 
All  such  communications  should  be  sent  to  the  editress,  No.  1  Con- 
gregational House,  as  early  as  June  12. 
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SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. 

Some  years  since,  a  wise  and  good  man  said,  "  If  the  church 
will  only  do  its  duty,  the  world  will  be  converted  to  Christ  within 
the  next  thirty  years."  He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  every 
individual  would  be  renewed,  but  that  Christianity  would  be  the 
prevailing  religion  in  every  country  on  the  globe.  It  seemed 
incredible  then;  but  in  the  wonderful  facts  that  are  constantly 
coming  to  light,  showing  how  the  gospel  is  quietly  and  almost 
imperceptibly  permeating  every  heathen  nation,  we  begin  to  see 
the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy. 

While  our  weak  faith  fails  to  grasp  the  possibilities  of  missionary 
work,  the  heathen  themselves  are  becoming  awake  to  the  fact  that 
great  religious  questions  must  be  decided  in  the  near  future.  At 
a  meeting  of  missionaries  and  their  wives  from  all  over  the  world, 
held  in  the  Baptist  mission-house  in  London,  not  long  since,  Rev. 
J.  Allen  from  India  was  present;  and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
he  said,  "  I  have  great  hope  to-day  for  the  speedy  success  of  mis- 
sions in  India;  and  this  hope  is  not  founded  merely  upon  my  own 
experience,  but  upon  the  testimonies  of  the  natives  themselves." 
He  then  gave  several  illustrations  of  the  feeling  of  natives  in  India; 
and  among  them  he  told  of  a  meeting  of  educated  Hindus,  none 
of  them  Christians,  held  on  five  successive  Sundays  to  discuss  the 
question,  "Is  it  likely  that  Christianity  will  become  the  religion 
of  India?  "  The  vote  taken  at  the  close  of  the  discussion  was 
unanimously  in  the  affirmative.  They  were  utterly  confounded  at 
the  result  of  their  own  deliberations.  One  of  the  number,  the 
head  master  of  a  government  school,  asked,  "  What  are  we  doing 
here?  "  The  others  echoed  the  question;  and  they  broke  up  never 
to  meet  again.  We  are  told  that  civilization,  and  the  strong  cur- 
rent of  western  life  (thoroughly  antagonistic  to  Hinduism  and 
Mohammedanism),  is  making  great  progress  under  the  surface  of 
Indian  society,  and  that,  some  day  —  perhaps  not  a  distant  one  — 
as  in  Madagascar,  the  uprising  will  come  with  sudden  power,  and 
there  will  not  be  men  enough  to  show  inquirers  the  way. 

Perhaps  the  country  in  which  missionary  work  seems  least  hope- 
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ful,  and  from  which  fewest  results  have  flowed,  is  China.  Yet 
within  the  last  two  months  we  see  her  taking  her  stand,  and  estab- 
lishing regular  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  nations.  *A  daily 
paper  says,  — 

"  The  importance  and  grandly  auspicious  significance  of  this 
step  on  the  part  of  China,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  overestimate. 
The  magnitude  of  the  consequences  certain,  by  God's  blessing,  to 
flow  from  it  to  the  cause  of  human  progress,  render  it  fitting  to  be 
made  the  theme  of  universal  congratulation.  By  it  China  takes 
her  place  voluntarily  among  the  the  family  of  nations.  It  makes  a 
new  era  of  hope  in  her  history. ' ' 

All  the  while  that  men  and  women,  with  the  Bible  in  their  hands, 
have  been  knocking  at  the  closed  doors  of  this  nation,  there  has 
been  standing  in  the  very  heart  of  the  empire  a  strong  though 
silent  witness  to  gospel  truth.  In  a  Buddhist  temple  near  an 
ancient  capital,  there  stands  a  massive  tablet  of  stone,  inscribed 
with  Syriac  and  Chinese  letters;  and  what  do  you  think  the  in- 
scription is  ?     This  is  a  translation  of  a  part  of  it. 

"  Thereupon  our  Trinity  set  apart  the  illustrious  and  adorable 
Messiah,  who,  laying  aside  their  true  dignity,  came  into  the  world 
as  a  man.  Angels  proclaimed  the  joyful  tidings.  A  virgin  gave 
birth  to  the  holy  child  in  Judaea.  A  bright  star  proclaimed  the 
happy  event.  Persians,  seeing  its  brightness,  came  with  presents. 
He  fulfilled  the  ancient  laws  given  by  the  twenty-four  holy  ones 
(writers  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament).  He  ruled  families 
and  nations  with  great  virtue.  He  purged  away  the  dross,  and 
perfected  the  truth. 

"  His  mighty  work  thus  finished,  at  mid-day  he  ascended  to  his 
true  estate.  Twenty-seven  books  remained.  He  set  forth  original 
conversion  for  the  soul's  deliverance;  and  he  instituted  the  baptism 
of  water  and  of  the  Spirit  to  wash  away  the  vanity  of  fife,  and  to 
cleanse  and  purify  the  heart. 

"  The  true  and  constant  doctrine  is  mysterious,  and  difficult  to 
be  characterized.  Anxious  to  make  it  clear  and  manifest,  we  can 
only  name  it  the  illustrious  instruction." 

Through  many  generations,  this  grand  old  memorial  has  stood, 
dumbly  setting  forth  the  unmistakable  story,  the  only  gleam  of 
light  in  the  surrounding  darkness;  and  who  shall  say  how  many 
souls  it  has  inspired  with  vague  faith  in  the  ' '  unknown  God ' '  ? 

In  Africa  we  hear  that  not  long  ago  two  pioneers  of  the  French 
mission  to  the  Basutos,  penetrating  far  into  the  interior,  fell  in 
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with  a  chief  of  a  numerous  tribe;  and  the  conversation  soon  turned 
on  the  religion  of  his  people.  Judge  of  their  surprise  when  he 
said,  "  We  worship  a  great  chief's  son,  who  left  his  beautiful  home 
to  live  on  earth,  and  died  to  save  us."  How  came  this  smiling 
oasis  in  the  midst  of  the  sterile  wastes  about  it?  Some  seed,  sown 
years  ago  with  faith  and  prayer,  carried  by  a  wanderer  of  another 
tribe,  or,  it  would  almost  seem,  by  the  winds,  or  the  birds  of  the 
air,  fell  on  good  ground,  and  brought  forth  fruit. 

With  the  marvellous  work  in  Japan  we  are  all  familiar.  For 
Turkey,  so  long  the  centre  of  all  eyes  in  her  battle  for  existence, 
we  ask  the  prayers  of  Christian  women,  that,  whatever  be  the  issue 
of  the  struggle,  the  Prince  of  peace,  whose  right  it  is,  shall  reign 
in  the  hearts  of  her  people.  Are  we  approaching  the  time  when 
nations  shall  be  born  in  a  day?     Let  us  hope  so. 

We  are  living  in  wonderful  times.  Free  and  independent 
thought  is  asserting  itself  all  over  the  world.  In  almost  every 
mission-field,  we  are  told  that  confidence  in  the  old  religion  is 
shaken.  Multitudes  are  inquiring;  but  a  new  danger  threatens  the 
work,  —  the  tendency  to  infidelity.  They  are  ready  to  throw  off  the 
old  religion,  but  not  to  put  on  the  new.  Do  you  not  see,  dear 
friends,  that  now  is  the  time  to  work?  A  few  dollars  given  now 
will  be  worth  thousands  fifty  years  hence.  Hearty  systematic 
work  for  the  next  few  years  will  accomplish  what  it  will  take  a 
half  a  century  to  do  when  infidelity  or  a  corrupt  Christianity  have 
obtained  a  foothold  in  these  waiting  nations.  Let  us  not  stand 
idle  while  others  possess  the  land. 

In  the  February  number  of  "  Lif e  and  Light,"  mention  was 
made  of  Mtesa,  the  African  king  to  whom  Mr.  Stanley  explained 
the  Christian  religion,  and  who  asked  for  missionaries  for  his 
people.  Our  readers  will  also  remember  that  a  generous  giver  in 
England  had  contributed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mission,  in  answer  to  the  request.  It  seems 
that  King  Mtesa  had  previously  been  partially  won  over  from 
heathenism  by  the  Moslems;  but  Mr.  Stanley  claims  to  have  con- 
vinced him  of  the  superiority  of  Christianity.  Now  we  hear, 
through  a  letter  from  Rev.  H.  H.  Jessup  of  Beirut  to  the  Presby- 
terian Board,  that  Moslems  in  Constantinople,  learning  the  state 
of  the  case  through  Mr.  Stanley's  letters,  have  organized  a  society 
for  the  propagation  of  their  faith  in  this  same  territory.  They  have 
determined  to  contest  the  ground  with  all  the  force  they  can  bring 
to  bear;  some  of  them  subscribing  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
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five  hundred  dollars,  and  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the 
purpose. 

"  What  a  lesson,"  he  adds,  "is  this  for  all  Christians!  Per- 
haps the  great  Armageddon,  the  decisive  moral  conflict  of  this 
world,  is  not  to  be  waged  wholly  by  the  sword,  but  that  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  and  the  fanatical  Turk  are  to  meet  in  Central  Africa,  under 
missionary  organizations,  to  decide  whether  the  feticism  of  the 
heathen  shall  give  place  to  the  Bible,  or  the  Koran;  to  the  truth  of 
Jesus  Christ,  or  the  delusion  of  Mohammed.  If  the  zeal  and 
liberality  of  the  sultan's  subjects,  crushed  as  they  are  by  ruinous 
taxation,  shall  exceed  that  of  English  and,  American  Christians,  to 
whom  God  has  given  abounding  wealth,  then,  doubtless,  the  outside, 
indifferent  world  will  say,  '  Let  the  Moslems  win  the  day:  they  are 
more  zealous  and  self-sacrificing,  and  they  deserve  the  prize.'  " 

By  the  financial  distress  in  the  land,  God  is  teaching  his  people 
that  his  work  requires  sacrifice  and  self-denial.  The  Moslem's 
have  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  to  the  American  churches.  We 
know  full  well  that  Moslem  women  would  make  any  sacrifice  for 
their  religion,  would  make  long  pilgrimages,  would  give  up  their 
ornaments,  their  few  comforts,  their  friends,  their  children,  if  need 
be.     Shall  our  zeal  be  less  than  theirs  ? 


HINTS   FOR  AUXILIARY  MEETINGS. 

BY   MRS.    C.   R.    TREAT. 

We  are  permitted  to  take  the  following  practical  suggestions 
on  the  oft-recurring  subject  of  auxiliary  meetings,  from  a  paper 
presented  at  a  county  meeting  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  by  Mrs.  C.  R. 
Treat  of  Greenwich. 

"...  Some  one  has  said  that  the  prayer-meeting  is  the  pulse  of 
the  church,  that  the  warmth  or  coldness  of  these  weekly  gather- 
ings indicates  the  strength  or  weakness  of  a  church.  If  this  be 
true,  it  must  also  be  true  that  the  monthly  missionary  meeting  indi- 
cates the  strength  of  the  auxiliary.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that 
numbers  are  the  only  test  of  a  good  meeting.  We  who  live  in 
scattered  communities  know  too  well  how  difficult  it  is  to  gather 
a  large  number  of  ladies  together  every  month  for  this  purpose. 
There  are  many  reasons  why  this  is  so;  and  it  should  not  be  a 
cause  of  too  much  anxiety  or  regret.     There  will  always  be  a  few 
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cm  whom  the  burden  of  the  meetings  will  seem  to  fall;  but  if  each 
one  of  these  few  has  the  right  spirit  within  her,  the  strong  desire 
to  interest  all  with  whom  she  has  to  do  in  this  great  field  of  ser- 
vice, the  feeling  which  St.  Paul  so  vividly  describes  concerning  his 
own  apostolic  labors  when  he  exclaims,  '  Woe  is  me  if  I  preach 
not  the  gospel,'  there  will  surely  be  an  increasing  wish  to  know 
more,  and  a  determination  to  do  more,  for  the  cause  of  missions  in 
the  community.     '  A  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump. ' 

"...  Said  a  young  lady  to  me,  — 

"  '  I  feel  obliged  to  attend  your  meetings,  because  I  have  been 
appointed  a  reader  ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  enjoy  them.  If  you 
would  have  more  original  letters  from  missionaries,  or  at  least 
more  interesting  articles  on  general  subjects,  we  should  all  like  it 
better. ' 

"  '  I  am  very  glad  you  attend  our  meetings  at  all,'  I  answered  ; 
1  and  your  complaint  of  their  dulness  gives  me  a  suggestion  for 
their  greater  success  in  future.  Do  you  ever  find  any  thing  in 
your  daily  reading  that  bears  at  all  upon  these  subjects?  ' 

"  '  Oh,  yes!  I  often  find  descriptions  of  Oriental  life  and  scenery 
which  seem  very  appropriate  ;  but  we  readers  are  supplied  with 
matter  by  the  older  ladies,  and  we  do  not  like  to  intrude  our  own 
selections.' 

"  As  this  conversation  helped  me  to  answer  the  perplexing  ques- 
tion as  to  how  to  interest  young  ladies  in  auxiliary  meetings,  I 
offer  the  suggestions  to  other  societies.  It  is  also  a  good  idea  to 
change  the  readers  often  ;  so  that,  if  only  a  sense  of  duty  brings 
them  to  the  meetings,  a  greater  number  will  be  brought  under 
their  influence  during  the  year. 

"  I  would  also  remark,  that,  though  a  missionary  cannot  often  be 
obtained,  we  can  sometimes  secure  some  intimate  friend  or  relative 
of  a  missionary,  who  has  become  so  well  acquainted  with  her  work, 
that  it  will  seem  to  her  listeners  as  if  they  were  listening  to  the 
story  from  the  lips  of  the  missionary  herself.  We  all  know,  if 
a  member  of  our  family  is  abroad,  how  we  study  their  rou^e  of 
travel,  make  their  journey  ours,  and  live  with  them  the  scenes 
through  which  they  are  passing.  These  faithful  missionaries  are 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  Jesus,  longing  for  our  sympathy 
and  our  prayers  ;  and,  the  more  we  make  their  lives  our  own,  the 
more  we  shall  love  them  and  their  work. 

"  Another  suggestion  I  would  offer  is  this:  Devote  the  money  you 
may  be  able  to  raise  to  some  special  object.    It  may  be  a  scholar- 
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ship,  or  the  partial  support  of  a  school  or  a  missionary.  Make  it 
your  object  to  hear  occasionally,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  countries  where  these  may  be  located.  Appoint  some  one  to 
look  up  the  geography  and  history  of  the  country,  and,  if  possible, 
procure  photographs  of  the  place.  An  idol,  or  any  little  curiosity 
illustrating  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  is  also  useful. 
Of  course,  it  is  not  necessary  to  confine  yourself  to  the  special 
locality  where  your  school  or  missionary  may  be.  The  field  is  the 
world,  and  is  not  soon  exhausted. 

"  Having  offered  a  few  suggestions  as  to  the  meetings  themselves, 
I  will  close  by  naming  what  seems  to  me  to  make  these  gatherings 
a  real  necessity  to  us,  —  their  reflex  influence.  We  are  sometimes, 
oftentimes  I  am  afraid,  driven  to  them  by  stress  of  duty :  with 
weary  heart  and  brain  we  cry,  '  I  cannot  go !  I  have  no  word  to 
utter,  no  prayer  which  will  honor  God,  or  help  his  cause."  But 
gradually  the  influence  of  the  quiet  hour  steals  over  us  :  the  weary 
heart  is  rested  by  dwelling  on  sorrows  and  cares  that  are  not  our 
own.  We  think  of  our  happy  homes,  of  our  many  mercies  as  com- 
pared with  the  down-trodden  of  our  sex  in  other  lands.  A  prayer 
is  offered  which  breathes  peace  to  our  troubled  souls  ;  and  we  go 
away  feeling  sure  that  it  was  good  for  us  to  have  been  there.  Is 
not  this  true,  dear  friends?  Can  we,  dare  we,  do  without  these 
meetings  ?  Do  they  not  fill  a  space  which  no  ordinary  meeting  can 
fill,  because  they  appeal  to  us  as  women,  and  call  for  energies  hith- 
erto undeveloped;  because  they  open  a  sphere  grander  than  any 
which  woman  has  yet  entered,  and  point  to  a  goal  brighter  than 
any  yet  set  before  us,  —  the  elevation  and  Christianization  of 
woman  by  woman? 


APRIL  MEETING. 

Never  was  there  a  more  unpropitious  day  than  the  one  that 
dawned  on  the  4th  of  April,  — the  day  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
the  Woman's  Board.  As  the  hour  for  the  meeting  approached, 
the  drenching  rain  of  the  morning  turned  into  hail  and  sleet,  and 
finally  culminated  in  a  driving  snow-storm.  Notwithstanding  the 
storm,  a  goodly  number  assembled,  many  of  them  coming  from 
places  from  ten  to  thirty  miles  distant. 

After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  the  President,  the  Home 
Secretary  reported  the  work  at  home  as  very  encouraging.  The 
various  branches  were  systematically  at  work  in  the  organization 
12 
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and  nurture  of  auxiliaries,  redeeming  the  pledges  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  growth  of  the  work  had  necessitated 
increased  facilities  for  carrying  it  on  ;  and  a  new  room  had  been 
added  to  the  one  already  occupied.  The  change  in  "  Life  and 
Light,"  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  had  met  with  great 
favor,  many  expressions  of  approval  having  been  received  ;  and 
the  missionary  page  in  "The  Well-Spring"  had  given  much 
pleasure  to  the  children.  One  of  the  pleasantest  incidents  of  the 
three  months  had  been  the  reception  of  names  and  mottoes  for  the 
rooms  in  the  Constantinople  Home  ;  and  an  important  event  in  the 
foreign  field  had  been  the  establishment  of  the  "Home"  school 
and  family  in  the  new  buildng. 

Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Assistant  Treasurer,  reported  the  receipts 
of  the  quarter  as  $19,885.85. 

After  singing,  Mrs.  Norton,  Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Ex- 
change, displayed  some  colored  pictures  *  of  missionary  scenes, 
explaining  their  meaning  in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  showing  how 
they  might  be  used  to  interest  mission-circles  and  sabbath  schools. 

The  closing  address  was  made  by  Miss  M.  S.  Williams  of 
Marash,  who  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  work  in  that  city.  She 
described  most  graphically  the  revival  scenes  in  the  girls'  boarding- 
school,  and  related  thrilling  incidents  of  the  courage  and  earnest- 
ness of  native  Christians. 

"  We  are  more  than  paid  for  braving  the  storm,"  was  the  uni- 
versal exclamation  as  the  meeting  closed. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  March  18  to  Apeil  18,  1876. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN"  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Bangor,  Aux., 
$70.80;  "  Bangor  Rills,"  of  wh. 
$50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Annie 
N.  Tewksbury,  Miss  Mary  S. 
Alden;  $60,  Rockland.  Aux., 
of  wh.  $25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Francis  Cobb,  for  the  Japan 
Home,  $35;  S.  8.,  $10;  "Gold- 
en Sands."  $5;  Hampden, 
Aux.,  $  16.85 ;  "  Hampden  Help- 
ers," $10;   So.  Bridgton,  S.  S., 


$8 ;  Bath,  Central  Ch.  Mission 
Circle,  $11.02;  Augusta,  Young 
Ladies'  Circle,  $30 ;  Brunswick, 
Aux.,  $61.80;  Madison,  Aux., 
$10;  Searsport,  Aux.,  $1.3.38; 
Waterville,  Cong.  S.  S.,  $7; 
Portland,  High-st.  Ch.,  of  wh. 
$100  by  Mrs.  William  H.  Fenn 
to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  William 
M.  Marks,  Mrs.  Horatio  Sta- 
ples, Mrs.  William  H.  Shaylor, 
Mrs.  Richard  Abbott,  $25  by 
Mrs.  John  B.  Brown  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Electra  Brown,  $32 


*  We  have  pi-ocured  several  sets  of  missionary  pictures  for  use  in  mission-circles 
and  sabbath- schools.  They  can  be  obtained  at  any  time,  by  the  payment  of  fifty 
cents  and  expressage,  from  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  No.  1,  Congregational  House. 
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by  Miss  Irene  Mitchell  to  const, 
herself  L.  M.  $256.78;  State-st. 
Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Wood- 
bury S.  Dana,  to  const,  herself 
L.  M.,  $133.18;  Plymouth  Ch., 
$42.62 ;  Second  Parish  Ch.,  $29 ; 
Williston  Ch.,  $9;  Bethel  Ch., 
$13.75 ;  "  Mission-Band,''  $5  67 ; 
St.  Lawrence  Ch.,  $10,  $848  85 

Portland.—  "  The  Boys  that  try," 
for  Harpoot  Fern.  Sem.,  1  00 


Total, 


$849  85 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.,  Ac- 
worth,  "Busy Bees,"  $10;  Bed- 
ford, to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  O. 
L.  Kendall,  $25.80;  Durham, 
Aux.,  $14;  Keene,  1st  Ch.. 
Aux.,  $51.90;  Meredith  Vil- 
lage, Aux.,  $17.25,for  the  Japan 
Home,  $118  95 

Concord.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Sewell 
Hoyt,  towards  pupil  in  Harpoot 
Fern.  Sem.,  30  00 


Total, 


$148  95 


VERMONT.. 


Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo, 
H.  Fox,  Treas.,  St.  Johnsbury, 
Young  Ladies'  Miss'y  Soc'y, 
$66;  Mrs.  C.  D.  R.,  $3;  "Ar- 
thur's offering,"  $1 ;  St.  Johns- 
bury  Centre,  Aux.,  $5;  Rut- 
land, Aux.,  $62.35;  Mrs.  Aaron 
Barnes,  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
$25;  Springfield,  Miss  Alice 
Barnard,  to  const,  herself  L. 
M.,  $25;  Aux.,  $15;  Post  Mills, 
Aux.,  $20;  Lyndonville,  Aux., 
$8.78 ;  Milton,  Aux.,  $17 ;  Ben- 
son, Aux.,  $16.60;  Peacham, 
Aux.,  $7 ;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Chamber- 
lin.  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Jennie 
C.  Watts,  $25;  Chester,  "  Will- 
ing Hearts,"  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Rounds,  Miss 
ElvaM.  Goold,  $50;  Ludlow, 
Mission-Circle,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Howe, 
$35.50,  $382  24 

Danville.  —  Mrs.  C.  W.  Thomp- 
son, to  const.  L.  M.  Emma  D. 
Ayer,  for  the  Japan  Home,  25  00 


Total, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


$407  24 


Amesbury  and  Salisbury, — Unit- 
ed Cong.  Ch.,  a  few  ladies, 

Andover.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Smith  to  const. 
L.  M.'sMrs.  H.B.  J.  Richards, 
Miss  Susannah  E.  Jackson,  and 
$125  for  pupil  in  the  Const. 
Home, 


$5  00 


248  30 


Boston-.  —  Bessie  B.  Ely,  $7.90; 
Central  Ch.,  Mrs.  Helen  Bige- 
low  Merriman,  $20;  "Little 
Sunbeams,"  $22:  Berkeley-st. 
Ch.,  Mr.  C.  C.  Barry,  $100; 
Ladies'  Monthly  Pledge,  $13; 
Old  South  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  Charles  Stoddard  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Alice  G.  Preston, 
$197;  Union  Ch.,  $44.50;  Shaw- 
mut  Ch.,  $296;  Mt.  Vernon 
Miss.-Circle,  $316.89,  $1, 

Boston,  East.  —  Maverick  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  by  Mrs.  Albert 
Bowker,  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
M.  B.  Norton,  Miss  Frances  J. 
Dyer,  Miss  Hammett,  $70 ;  Mrs. 
Curtis,  $30, 

Boston,  South.  —  Phillips  Ch., 
Aux.  (of  wh.  $50  by  Mrs.  Jere- 
my Drake,  to  const.L.M.'s  Miss 
Mary  E.  Fox,  Miss  Priscilla 
Drake;  $25  by  Mrs.  Alvan 
Simonds;  $25  by  Miss  Mary 
E.  Simonds  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Downs;  $30 
by  Mrs.  C.  A.  Metcalf  and  Mrs. 
E.  G.  Hight  to  const  L.  M. 
Miss  Alice  Metcalf ;  $25  by  Mrs. 
Choate  Burnham  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Stanley  Burnham ;  $25 
by  Miss  Lucinda  Smith  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary  E. 
Patterson;  $25  by  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Alden  to  const.  L.  M.  Mary 
R.  Magoun,  Grinnell,  Io. ;  $25 
by  Mrs.  George  M.  Amsden  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  William  W. 
Amsden;  $25  by  Mrs.  Calvin 
Shepard  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Theodore  S.  Wimpenney,  Ed- 
gartown),  $433;  "Cheerful 
Workers,''  towards  the  Alden 
Room,  Japan  Home,  $40 ;  S.  S. 
CI.  No.  8,  $20:  of  wh.  $380 
for  sal'y  of  Mrs.  Giles,  and  $73 
for  B.  R.,  Ceylon, 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Benj. 
Franklin  to  const,  herself  L. 
M.,  $41;  "  Furguson  Circle," 
$1.50;  "Anderson  Circle,"  $5, 

Brookline. —  Aux.  add'l, 

Cambridge.  —  Union  Aux., 

Dalton  —  Aux., 

Dunstable  —  Aux. , 

East  Falmouth.— Aux., with  prev. 
contri.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Katie  B.  Davis,  East  Falmouth, 

Easthampton.  —  Aux., 

Greenwich.  —Aux., 

Hadley.  —  Mrs.  E.  M.  G.  Hale, 

Hanover.  —  1st  Ch.,  A.  M.  G., 

Hopkinton.  —  Aux.  add'l, 

Kingston,  — Aux., 

Lowell. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  each 
by  Mrs.  Abel  Whitney,  Mrs. 
William  Taylor,  Mrs.  L.  D. 
Sawyer,  Mrs.  Sullivan  Ward, 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Packard,  to 
const  L.  M.   Mrs.   Elizabeth 


017  29 


271  50 


493  00 


47  50 
5  00 

10  00 

11  00 
18  78 


10  00 
2  30 
18  00 
10  00 
1  00 
7  20 
6  55 
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Whipple,    $66;    Kirk-st.    Ch., 
"  Cheerful  Workers,"  $152.91,  $218  91 
Maynard.—  Mrs.  Lucy  Maynard,    10  00 
Nahant. — Mrs.  Walter  Johnson,      1  00 
Newbury  port.  —  Aux.,  $42; 

Campbell  Mission-Band,  $85,      127  00 
Norton.  —  Wheaton  Fern.  Sem., 
of  wh.  $25  to  const.  L.  M.  An- 
nie A.  Emerson,  35  00 
Peabody.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Bobbins  to  const, 
herself  L.  M.,  $144.15;  "Morn- 
ing-star Mission- Circle,"  of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary 
S.    Antony,    for    the     Japan 
Home,  $140,                                    284  15 
Rockland.  —  Centennial   offering 
by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lord  to  const. 
L.   M.   Mrs.   Irene   Haywood, 
Billerica,  for  Japan  Home,           25  00 
Shirley.  —  A  friend,  80 
Sprin 1 1 field  Branch.  — Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,    Treas.,   Spring- 
field Memorial  Ch.  $43.95 ;  "  Lit- 
tle Helpers,"  $30;  Sanford-st. 
Ch.,  $5.25;  "  Young  Missiona- 
ries," $10;  1st  Ch.,  $8;  Chico- 
pee,  1st  Ch.,  $27.60;    3d  Ch.,  ,- 
$45.73;  Palmer,  2d  Ch.,  $18,        188  53 
Walpole.  —  "  Little     Gleaners," 

Japan  Home,  100  00 

Way  land.  —  Aux.,  10  00 

Wellfieet.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,     12  50 
Williamsburg. — Aux.,  pupil   at 

Udupitty,  30  00 

Winchester  —  Aux.,  20  00 

Wobwn.  — Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Miss  Mercy  N.  Parkburst,  Mrs. 
Hattie  A.  Bichardson,  $50; 
"  Woburn  Workers,"  $20,  70  00 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Geo.  W.  Bussell,  Treas.,  Boy- 
alston,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.M.  Miss  D.  B.  Clark, 
$41;  Clinton,  $29.14;  Fitch- 
burg,  C.  C.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $75; 
Millbury,  2d  Ch.,  $30,  175  14 

Wrentham.  —  Jemima  Hawes,  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Mary  Dough- 
erty, Johnson,  Vt.  25  00 

Total,        $3,515  45 

CONNECTICUT. 

Berlin.  —  With  prev.  contri.  by 
Mrs.  Clarissa  H.  Wilcox  to 
const.  L.M.'s  Miss  Julia  Hovey 
and  herself, 

Greenwich.  —  2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  for 
B.  E.,  $41  00 

Groton.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  17  89 

Hanover.  —  Miss  Ella  Barber,  to 
const,  herself  L.M.,  25  00 

Hartford  Branch. —  Mrs.  Chas.  A. 
Jewell,  Treas.,  Centre  Ch., 
add'l,  of  which  $25  by  Mrs. 
Daniel  Phillips  to  const,  herself 
L.M.,  $30;  Windsor-ave.  Ch., 
add'l,  with  prev.  contri.  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Charles  King, 
$18.40;   Wethersfield-ave.  Ch. 


&  Soc'y,  $40;  So.  Ch.,  add'l, 
$10;  Park  Ch.,  add'l,  $2;  Ash- 
ford,  "Mission-Circle,"  $20; 
Windsor  Locks,  Aux.,  to  const. 
L.M.  Miss  E.  C.  Chaffin.  $25; 
Terryville,  "  Buds  of  Promise," 
pupil  Uduville,  $30 ;  Bockville, 
Aux.,  $15;  Bocky  Hill,  Aux., 
$30 ;  East  Hartford,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore Elmer,  to  const,  herself 
L.M.,  $25,  $245  40 

New  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Learned,  Treas.,  1st  Ch., 
$70;  2d  Ch.,  $28.05,  98  05 


Total, 

NEW  YORK. 


$427  34 


Flushing,  L.  I.  —  Aux.,  pupil 
Marsovan,  $40 ;  pupil  Udupitty, 
$30;  Cong.  S.  S.,  pupil  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  $30,  $100  00 

Malone.  —  Mrs.  Laura  D.  Cot- 
ton, 1  00 

Neio  York  City.  —  Mrs.  John 
Slade,  25  00 

Upper  Aquebogue.  —  Aux.,  25  00 

Woodhaven,  L.I.  —  Aux.,  48  00 


Total,         $199  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Goodell,  Treas.,  Mont- 
clair,  Aux.,  28;  Baltimore, 
Aux.,  $73.50;  Orange,  Aux., 
$15;  "Buds,"  $10;  Herndon, 
Va.,  Aux.,  $5 ;  Phila.  Cent.  Ch., 
$75.40;  "Golden  Links," 
$13.67;  "  Snowflakes,"  $5,       $273  27 


Total, 


A  friend, 


TENNESSEE. 


Total, 


$273  27 

$5  00 

$5  00 


Salem.  —  Two  friends,  $1  00 

Waterloo.  —  W.    B.    F.,    Japan 
Home,  1  00 


Total, 


$2  00 


CANADA. 


Canadian  Branch.  —  Miss  C.  D. 
Wilkes,  Treas.,  toward  Miss 
Bendall's  sch,  $100  00 


Total,  $100  00 

General  Funds,  $5,928  10 

"  Life  and  Light,"  292  30 

Weekly  Pledge,  9  69 

Leaflets,  6  48 

Interest  on  Bartlett  Fund,  300  00 

Total,  $6,536  57 

Miss  Emma  Cabbtjth,  Asst.  Treat. 


nttim* 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  MRS.  COFFING. 

Mabash,  December,  1875. 

My  work  is  much  the  same  thing  over  and  over  in  school,  these 
days.  I  am  now  reading  at  family  prayers  with  the  girls  the  four 
Gospels  in  harmony.  One  day  this  week,  as  I  was  preparing  the 
first  chapter  of  John  for  them,  I  was  impressed  as  never  before 
with  the  instrumentality  used  to  bring  to  Jesus  the  first  five  men. 
John  had  been  preaching  for  months :  he  had  said  to  the  Levites  in 
the  presence  of  the  multitude,  "  There  standeth  One  among  you;  " 
and  again  to  the  multitude,  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!  "  "  This 
is  the  Son  of  God."  But  not  one  of  that  great  crowd  cares  enough 
for  the  stranger  to  seek  him.  But  one  day,  while  in  a  private  con- 
versation with  two  of  his  disciples,  he  says  to  them,  "  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God:  "  they  at  once  leave  all,  and  follow  the  Lamb.  One 
of  these  speaks  to  his  brother;  Jesus  makes  a  direct  appeal  to  a 
fourth;  and  this  one  has  a  personal  talk  with  Nathanael;  and  so  we 
find  these  five  were  brought  by  direct  personal  effort. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  disappointed  I  am  that  it  is  again  my  duty 
to  spend  my  time  and  strength  in  schools;  but  I  cannot  see  my 
way  out  of  them  now.  Our  Father  has  shut  me  up  to  this  work, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  for  at  least  a  year.  But,  with  his  help,  I  am 
determined  to  seek  more  opportunities  for  direct  appeals  to  indi- 
vidual consciences.  I  have  had,  since  my  return,  little  of  a  purely 
spiritual  nature  to  write  you.  Let  me  tell  you  now  a  story  related 
to  me  by  Mrs.  Montgomery  the  evening  after  my  return,  having 
reference  somewhat  to  other  days. 

Some  time  in  1873,  before  my  last  visit  to  America,  while  visit- 
ing from  house  to  house,  I  entered  a  yard  where  mother,  daughter, 
and  grand-daughter  —  the  last  being  herself  the  mother  of  three 
or  four  children  —  all  combined  to  treat  me  uncivilly.  They  were 
determined  not  even  to  ask  me  to  sit  down.  I  stood  round,  talked 
to  the  children,  and  asked  questions  of  the  elders;  then  found  my- 
self a  seat,  and  telling  them  I  had  their  Bible  in  my  hands,  asked 
if  any  of  them  could  read,  but  received  the  short  answer,  "No." 
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I  said  I  was  sorry  they  could  not,  and  read  a  few  verses  to 
them.  The  grand-daughter  was  impressed,  and  wanted  to  hear 
more,  but  did  not  know  how,  without  coming  to  the  hated  Protes- 
tants. Soon  after  this,  she  was  tried  and  vexed  with  her  own 
daughter,  a  child  of  ten  or  eleven,  and  to  punish  her  said,  "  I  will 
take  you  to  the  school  of  those  Protestants.  I  cannot  do  any  thing 
with  you:  I'll  see  if  they  can."  And  she  dragged  her  to  our  school 
of  the  2d  Church.  It  happened  I  was  there  when  the  girl,  cry- 
ing loudly,  was  brought  in.  To  the  mother's  great  surprise,  I  was 
glad  to  see  the  child,  took  her  in,  gave  her  a  book,  and  set  her  to 
work.  It  seems  that  the  girl  found  school  a  pleasanter  place  than 
her  home.  She  came  regularly,  soon  learned  to  read,  and  was  so 
pleased  with  her  own  acquirements,  that  she  forced  all  in  the  house 
to  listen.  They  became  interested,  and  now  urged  her  every  even- 
ing to  read  the  Bible  to  them.  It  was  not  long  till  the  lion  and 
the  leopard  lay  down  with  the  lamb ;  and  the  little  child  led  them 
all  to  the  house  of  God,  where  they  heard  more  of  Jesus  and  the 
true  way.  The  old  mother  has  died  without  any  change,  so  far  as 
we  know.  But  the  daughter,  the  grand-daughter,  and  her  chil- 
dren, her  husband,  and  his  two  brothers,  with  their  wives,  are  all 
among  the  number  now  earnestly  seeking  salvation;  and  some  of 
them  without  doubt  have  found  it.  As  soon  as  the  grand-daugh- 
ter had  found  Jesus,  she  began  to  inquire  for  me.  She  was  told 
that  I  had  gone  to  America.  She  wanted  to  ask  my  forgiveness 
for  the  rudeness  shown  me  on  that  first  day. 

"Ah!"  said  she,  "when  I  was  willing  to  curse  she  was  here: 
now  that  I  would  bless  her,  I  cannot  find  her. ' '  But,  hearing  of  the 
other  ladies,  she  determined  to  do  the  next  best  thing,  and  came  to 
see  Mrs.  Montgomery,  to  whom  she  told  the  above  story.  I  have 
added  a  little  to  it  from  Turvanda.  For  the  first  day  I  came  to 
the  city,  Turvanda  told  me  of  the  family,  and  asked  me  to  go  and 
see  them,  as  this  woman  had  been  sick  in  bed  several  weeks.  The 
treatment  at  their  house  was  not  so  unusual  that  I  should  remem- 
ber it ;  and  now,  when  I  went  with  the  teacher,  I  could  remember 
none  of  the  faces  but  that  of  the  girl  who  was  brought  to  school. 
But  I  never  saw  such  joy  depicted  in  any  faces  as  I  saw  that  after- 
noon; and  my  heart  burned  within  me  as  that  sick  woman  told  me 
of  all  the  way  the  Lord  had  led  her,  of  his  love  to  her,  and  of  his 
comfort  bestowed  upon  her  as  she  had  lain  upon  her  sick-bed. 
Then  the  old  mother  told  me  how  she  had  hated  the  Protestants, 
and  how,  for  years,  she  had  tried,  by  every  ugly  thing  she  could 
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think  of,  to  vex  Turvanda's  mother  and  sister-in-law,  and  make 
them  angry,  that  she  might  be  able  to  say  that  Protestants  were 
no  better  than  other  people.  In  the  bath,  she  had  stolen  and  hid 
their  clothes.  She  had  carried  powdered  red  pepper  with  her,  and, 
when  their  children  were  undressed,  she  would  manage  to  sprinkle 
it  on  their  backs;  then,  when  the  water  was  put  on,  the  children 
would  scream  and  dance  in  pain,  and  the  old  woman  would  laugh. 
But  she  had  never  gained  her  object;  viz.,  to  make  the  mother 
show  an  unchristian  spirit.  Now  she  sits  at  the  feet  of  Turvanda 
to  learn  of  Christ.  I  cannot  say  she  is  a  Christian  yet;  but  I  be- 
lieve she  will  receive  the  new  light  into  her  soul. 

Dec.  29.  —  Since  I  began  this  letter,  we  have  had  sickness  and 
death  in  our  family.  After  an  illness  of  two  weeks  or  more,  one 
of  the  girls,  on  Monday  the  27th,  went,  as  we  trust,  to  Jesus.  She 
was  a  sweet,  bright  little  girl,  and  we  have  for  a  long  while 
thought  her  a  Christian.  Our  doctor  was  out  of  town,  and  did  not 
return  till  she  was  gone.  Could  he  have  done  more  for  her?  Could 
he  have  saved  her  life?  These  are  questions  we  ask,  but  cannot 
answer.  We  did  what  we  could,  and  the  result  is  with  our  Father. 
It  is  hard  to  bear  such  responsibilities.  Let  us  have  your  prayers 
that  the  lesson  of  her  death  may  not  be  lost  to  the  rest  of  our  girls, 
and  that  we  may  have  strength  for  all  the  burdens  our  Father 
gives  us  to  carry. 


AFKICA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  DAY. 


Umzumbi,  South  Africa,  Dec.  21, 1875. 
I  am  spending  the  vacation  with  Mrs.  Bridgman,  about  seventy 
miles  south  of  Amanzimtote.  Two  weeks  have  already  passed  very 
pleasantly.  Mr.  Bridgman  goes  out  among  the  kraals  to  preach 
on  Sunday,  there  being  a  native  preacher  at  the  station.  The  two 
sabbaths  I  have  been  here,  I  have  accompanied  Mr.  Bridgman 
about  five  or  six  miles  from  the  station.  The  first  Sunday,  there 
were  about  forty  present,  who  came  from  kraals  near  by;  and,  but 
for  the  rain,  more  would  have  been  there.  Our  horses  were  standing 
under  a  tree  for  shelter,  and  we  all  were  seated  in  a  circle  in  the 
hut.  A  calf  tied  at  one  side,  in  the  midst  of  the  women,  — who 
were  taking  snuff  during  the  sermon,  —  became  very  uneasy,  and 
called  loudly  for  its  mother,  whose  responses  from  outside  were 
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appreciative.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  was  compelled  to  make 
an  effort  to  keep  my  mind  on  the  sermon;  but  as  the  women  fin- 
ished their  snuff- taking,  and  listened  without  apparent  diversion, 
I  felt  reproached  for  my  want  of  self-control.  By  an  extra  effort,  I 
became  interested  in  the  story  of  Daniel,  with  its  practical  lessons, 
which  Mr.  Bridgman  endeavored  to  impress  upon  their  minds;  and 
I  could  but  hope  that  the  truth  did  reach  their  hearts,  filthy  and 
half  naked  though  the  poor  people  were.  Last  Sunday  the  num- 
ber present  at  the  service  was  less ;  there  being  fewer  people  in 
the  vicinity.  But  they  listened  attentively;  and,  as  I  said  a  few 
words  to  them  after  the  service,  I  came  very  near  to  them,  and 
looked  into  their  eyes  ;  and,  finding  a  response  in  their  expressive 
faces,  I  felt  my  heart  drawn  out  towards  them  in  an  earnest  desire 
that  they  would  accept  the  truth,  which  had  been  so  plainly  and 
earnestly  presented.  I  have  been  teaching  with  much  pleasure, 
in  the  evenings  since  I  have  been  here,  a  part  of  Miss  Pinkerton's 
class.  The  other  evening  a  woman  of  unusual  intelligence  (who 
lives  with  Mrs.  Bridgman),  and  her  little  girl,  were  reading  to 
me  the  sixteenth  of  John.  Gugulana,  the  woman,  seemed  greatly 
interested,  asking  now  and  then  a  question.  The  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  verses,  where  the  disciples  failed  to  understand 
Christ's  words,  she  applied  to  herself.  "When  I  first  came  to 
the  station,"  she  said,  "I  could  not  understand  what  Umfun- 
disi  (the  preacher)  said;  but  now"  she  said,  her  face  aglow,  and 
tears  in  her  eyes,  "  /  understand  it  all."  As  we  proceeded,  her 
interest  increased,  and  the  last  words  of  the  chapter  seemed  to  go 
right  home  to  her  heart :  "  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation; 
but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world. ' '  She  shut  the 
book,  put  her  hand  to  her  face,  and  wept.  She  has  had  peculiar 
trials,  occasioned  by  the  opposition  of  her  friends  to  her  leaving 
them  to  live  at  the  station. 

Dec.  25.  —  Last  evening  Christmas  was  celebrated  by  appro- 
priate exercises  in  the  church,  which  was  very  neatly  trimmed. 
The  tree  was  hung  with  jack-knives,  dolls,  pincushions,  three- 
penny mirrors,  bags  of  various  shapes  and  sizes  (made  by  the  girls, 
under  Miss  Pinkerton's  directions,  for  each  other,  or  for  other 
friends),  bags  filled  with  candy,  books,  &c. ;  so  that  all  the  chil- 
dren of  the  station  received  something. 

The  exercises  were  very  pleasant  and  instructive;  and  I  trust 
that  some  of  the  good  thoughts  expressed  by  Mr.  Bridgman  and 
the  native  pastor,  and  the  excellent  Christmas  lesson  recited  by 
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the  children,  may  have  made  an  impression  for  good  upon  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  those  present,  which  is  the  great  end  these 
good  missionaries  have  in  view. 


DAKOTA. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  "WHIPPLE'S  LETTERS. 

Fort  Stilly,  Dec.  17,  1875. 

One  day,  as  I  was  washing  clothes,  Mrs.  Biggs  said,  "  You  are 
giving  an  object-lesson,"  and,  looking  up,  I  saw  four  pairs  of  eyes 
peering  at  me  through  the  window.  I  replied,  that,  if  the  women 
would  profit  by  it,  I  thought  it  as  great  a  civilizer  as  any  object 
could  be.  Many  times  during  the  day,  we  look  up  and  see  them 
gazing  at  us  intently  with  wondering  eyes ;  and  we  breathe  a  prayer 
that  these  little  acts  may  be  blessed,  though  we  cannot  yet  talk  to 
them. 

The  children's  school  commenced  two  weeks  ago.  Miss  Collins 
has  charge,  and  is  doing  well  for  one  who  teaches  in  an  unknown 
tongue.  The  first  day  that  school  was  appointed,  no  one  came  in 
the  morning;  but  in  the  afternoon  three  boys  looked  in  at  the 
window.  Miss  Collins  took  a  large  picture-book,  held  it  up  before 
them,  and  invited  them  to  enter.  They  came  into  the  room.  She 
showed  the  pictures  to  them,  and  told  them  to  come  again  next 
morning  to  school.  This  they  did;  and  another  came  also.  The 
school  now  numbers  fourteen.  They  come  much  more  regularly 
than  at  first;  and  some  of  them  are  bright,  and  quick  to  learn. 
She  greatly  enjoys  teaching  them,  and  this  morning  said,  when  she 
came  into  our  room  after  school  had  closed,  "These  Indian  boys 
are  so  good !  If  white  boys  had  a  teacher  who  could  not  talk  any 
more  than  I  can,  they  would  laugh,  and  be  playing  tricks  on  her 
all  the  time." 

Last  Tuesday  we  had  our  first  sewing-school.  There  were  four 
women  present:  two  sewed  very  well,  one  tolerably,  and  one  so 
poorly  that  I  took  her  sewing  out,  and  required  her  to  do  it  again. 
Miss  Collins  assisted  me;  and  Mrs.  Riggs  came  into  the  room,  and 
read  a  part  of  the  first  chapter  of  Ruth  to  them,  in  Dakota.  They 
listened  attentively.  As  this  is  the  only  medium  of  reaching  the 
women,  we  hope  to  do  much  in  this  way.  Mrs.  Riggs  will  try  to 
have  something  prepared  for  each  meeting,  — two  each  week.  The 
remaining  afternoons  of  the  week  we  hope  to  visit  the  villages. 
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It  is  much  more  difficult  to  help  the  women  and  girls  than  the  men 
and  boys.  The  latter  desire  to  learn,  but  do  not  wish  the  former 
to  do  so. 

Evening  school  also  commenced  this  week.  Mr.  Riggs  has 
charge  of  this,  and  I  assist  him.  Last  evening  there  were  seven 
in  attendance.  When  I  went  into  the  room,  Mr.  Riggs  was  teach- 
ing a  man  the  first  lesson  in  the  primer.  He  told  me  to  teach 
another  young  man  the  alphabet.  I  procured  a  book,  and  went  to 
him;  and  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  contemptuous  look  he 
gave  me,  after  which  he  looked  across  the  room  to  his  associates. 
Then  all  laughed.  I  suppose  the  young  brave  thought  that  times 
had  greatly  changed,  if  he  was  to  be  taught  by  a  "pale-faced" 
woman.  I  pointed  with  my  pencil  to  "a,"  and  said  as  plainly  as  I 
could,  "  Taku  he?  "  (what  is  that?),  but  giving  it  by  mistake  the 
rising  inflection,  as  in  English.  The  Indian  evidently  thought  it  a 
good  joke;  for  he  laughed  again,  as  did  the  others.  I  then  told  my 
pupil  the  name  of  the  character,  whereupon  he  laughed  louder 
than  before.  I  was  becoming  desperate,  and  he  must  intuitively 
have  felt  this;  for  he  began  to  pay  attention,  and,  before  the  even- 
ing was  over,  knew  nearly  every  letter. 

Mondays  and  Fridays  the  sewing-schools  are  held  at  the  other 
stations.  Each  week  hereafter  we  hope  to  visit  them  on  Friday. 
Sometimes  Mrs.  Riggs  will  go :  sometimes  I  shall  go. 

Sabbaths  we  have  preaching  at  half-past  ten,  in  Dakota.  At 
three,  p.m.,  there  is  a  service  which  will  become  a  Sunday  school 
when  we  have  acquired  the  language  sufficiently  to  teach  the  classes. 
Now  we  have  considerable  singing.  Mr.  Riggs  does  the  talking, 
and  reads  to  them  from  the  Sunday-school  papers,  and  distributes 
picture-papers.  In  the  evening  we  have  a  Bible-class  in  English, 
the  family  only  taking  part.  Wednesday  evening  we  have  a 
ladies'  prayer -meeting  in  our  room,  and  we  devote  the  first  one  in 
each  month  to  missionary  items:  so  we,  too,  have  a  missionary 
concert.  Thus  far  the  largest  and  smallest  number  present  has 
been  just  three.  Mrs.  Riggs  reports  from  the  North  China  mis- 
sion, where  Mrs.  Williams  (Mr.  Riggs's  sister)  is;  Miss  Collins 
from  Erzroom,  Turkey;  and  I  have  the  Japan  field.  Last  Wednes- 
day we  received  the  mail:  so  the  evening  was  a  time  for  general 
rejoicing.  Each  one  had  received  news  of  some  special  object  for 
which  to  be  thankful. 

Jan.  1,  1876.  —  I  think  it  would  be  nice  to  have  auxiliary  socie- 
ties interested  in  these  missions.     So  far  as  we  can,  we  try  to  inter- 
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est  them  by  writing  letters.  If  there  is  any  way  we  can  assist  the 
auxiliary  societies,  we  will  gladly  do  it. 

Week  before  last,  no  one  came  to  the  sewing-school:  so  last 
Tuesday  Mrs.  Biggs  and  I  visited  the  upper  village  in  the  morning, 
and  invited  them  to  come  in  the  afternoon.  Eight  responded  to 
the  call.  On  Thursday  Miss  Collins  and  I  went  to  the  lower  vil- 
lage. There  were  fifteen  present  that  afternoon,  and  it  kept  us 
both  busy  waiting  upon  them. 

Our  evening  school  is  doing  finely.  I  have  taught  several  even- 
ings when  Mr.  Riggs  has  been  away.  They  seem  anxious  and 
willing  to  learn.  When  writing  the  copies  for  them,  I  have  to  be 
very  careful  about  dotting  the  i's  and  crossing  the  ?s  ;  for  they  imi- 
tate exactly:  it  is  very  funny  sometimes.  They  are  fond  of  draw- 
ing; and  the  blackboard  is  indispensable.  Oh  if  I  could  only  talk 
to  them!  It  is  rather  humiliating,  after  laboriously  striving  to 
wade  through  a  Dakota  sentence,  to  have  a  man  look  from  behind 
a  door,  and  say,  "  What  do  you  want  to  tell  her?  "  and  then  trans- 
late for  us,  as  one  did  when  we  were  asking  a  woman  to  come  to 
the  sewing-school.  But  we  felt  better  a  moment  after,  when  Miss 
Collins  said,  "  Are  there  any  children  here?  "  He  replied,  "  Xo 
chills."  Who  ever  before  heard  of  calling  children  chills?  They 
are  too  warm-hearted  and  sunny-tempered  to  have  such  a  "  chill- 
ing "  name. 

Jan.  28.  —  Miss  Collins's  school  has  averaged  more  this  week 
than  any  previous  week,  and  she  has  been  exceedingly  gratified  to 
have  three  girls.  The  sewing-schools  are  well  attended  and  inter- 
esting. The  evening  school  likewise.  I  was  intending  to  visit  the 
other  stations  to-day;  but  the  fierce  Dakota  blizzard  prevents  my 
going.     I  think  they  have  no  such  winds  anywhere  else. 


X$mt    B*£#fm«tft 


OUR  CEXTEXXIAL  WORK. 

Knowing  that  our  many  friends  will  greatly  desire  to  learn 
what  the  signs  of  promise  are  for  this  year,  we  wish  to  state,  that, 
at  the  close  of  the  first  six  months,  only  one-third  of  the  thirty 
thousand  dollars  aimed  at  has  been  raised.     We  do  not  feel  that 
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this  is  cause  for  discouragement;  but  it  shows  the  necessity  for 
earnest,  enthusiastic,  prayerful  work  during  the  remaining  six 
months. 

The  March  number  of  "  Life  and  Light  "  set  before  our  auxil- 
iaries our  plan  for  making  the  money  raised  this  year  a  special  cen- 
tennial offering.  Several  definite  objects  were  proposed,  in  which 
the  societies  might  take  shares,  and  thus,  while  adding  their  stone 
to  our  central  monument,  set  up  their  own  little  memorial  to  be 
held  in  remembrance  among  them  in  the  years  to  come.  More 
especially  will  the  Health  Retreat  at  Mardin  endure  to  represent 
in  stone  and  mortar  the  gifts  of  the  Women  of  the  Interior. 

But  these  definite  objects  are  but  a  small  part  of  the  work  of 
this  year.  Our  centennial  work  really  includes  the  entire  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  It  has  been  proposed,  in  order  that  individuals 
who  cannot  give  ten  dollars  may  still  bear  a  part  in  this  work,  that 
we  have  a  Centennial  Dollar  Fund.  Of  the  fifty-six  thousand 
Christian  women  connected  with  the  Congregational  churches  in 
the  States  co-operating  with  our  Board,  are  there  not  many  already 
connected  with  auxiliaries,  who  can  give  one  dollar  extra,  and 
many  more,  connected  with  no  organization,  who  can  make  a  con- 
tribution of  one  dollar  as  a  thank-offering  that  they  are  Christian, 
and  not  heathen  women?  Have  we  not,  too,  some  good  friend  in 
each  of  these  societies,  who  will  volunteer  to  suggest  and  to  collect 
such  freewill  offerings?  In  this  crowning  year  of  our  national 
life,  all  sweet  charities  should  blossom,  like  the  century-plant,  into 
richer  beauty.  Let  us  look  back  the  hundred  years  just  past,  and, 
giving  thanks  for  the  wonderful  openings  for  Christian  work 
which  they  have  brought  us,  resolve  that  in  this  service  there  shall 
be  no  retrenchment  and  no  unredeemed  pledges. 

We  specially  recommend  this  dollar-fund  as  something  suited 
to  the  capacity  of  the  children.  There  is  many  a  child  who  could 
earn  and  save  a  dollar,  if  only  it  felt  the  need  and  the  inspiration; 
but  for  this  we  must  ask  the  help  of  the  young  ladies  in  the 
churches.  A  few  earnest  words  from  them,  especially  from  Sun- 
day-school teachers,  will  save  much  treasure  that  may  be  laid  up 
in  store  when  many  more  centennial  years  have  passed  away. 

The  Executive  Committee  has  appointed  a  meeting  for  every 
Friday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  missionary  room,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  to  pray  especially  that  the  work  go  for- 
ward both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  ask  that  as  many  of  the 
auxiliaries  as  possible  may  join  us  at  this  hour.     Where  regular 
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meetings  cannot  be  appointed,  aid  us  by  your  petitions  even  while 
you  are  about  your  daily  tasks,  and  so  strengthen  not  us  only,  but 
those  whom  you  have  sent  to  the  front. 


MISS  MAKIA  C.    OGDEN. 

In  this  centennial  year,  when  we  are  gathering  facts  and  inci- 
dents connected  with  every  department  of  our  century's  history, 
let  us  not  fail  with  grateful  hearts  to  record  something  of  what  God 
has  enabled  us  to  do  in  the  missionary  field.  Now  that  "  woman's 
work  "  in  this  branch  of  labor  is  becoming  so  prominent,  it  may 
be  well  to  look  back  to  some  of  our  pioneers  in  this  line. 

Our  tale  is  not  of  "  a  hundred  years  agone;  "  but  nearly  half 
that  time  has  elapsed,  since,  in  the  autumn  of  1827,  the  third 
detachment  of  missionaries  under  the  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions,  left  Boston  in  the  good  ship  "  Par- 
thian "  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  A  weary  and  uncomfortable 
voyage  of  five  months  took  them  around  Cape  Horn,  and  landed 
them  safely  in  the  port  of  Honolulu.  In  this  company  were  four 
single  ladies.  Three  of  these  soon  married  missionaries  there. 
One  of  them,  Miss  Maria  C.  Ogden,  entered  at  once  upon  her 
labors  as  teacher  for  native  women  and  girls;  at  first  upon  the 
Island  of  Kauai,  then,  for  a  time,  at  Lahaina  or  Maui.  From 
this  place  she  was  transferred  to  the  Wailuku  Female  Seminary, 
where  for  more  than  twenty  years  she  labored  with  a  patient,  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  in  behalf  of  her  pupils,  which  never  flagged, 
and  which  brought  forth  much  fruit  for  the  Master  in  the  lives 
of  many  of  these  pupils. 

Few  teachers  in  this  land  can  have  any  adequate  idea  of  the 
kind  and  amount  of  hard  work  incident  to  such  a  position  as  hers 
at  that  time.  Most  of  her  pupils  —  coming  from  homes  (if  such 
they  could  be  called)  of  poverty,  disease,  and  vice,  those  insepara- 
ble attendants  of  heathenism  —  were  more  fit  subjects  for  the  hos- 
pital than  the  schoolroom,  and  required,  on  the  part  of  the  teacher, 
wakeful  nights,  and  wearisome  days  of  severe  labor,  all  of  which 
she  gladly  bore  from  love  to  the  Master  and  the  souls  for  whom  he 
died.  In  the  Hawaiian  language,  there  is  no  word  for  "home," 
as,  in  their  original  state  of  barbarism,  there  was  nothing  which 
corresponded  to  our  idea  of  home. 

About  the  year  1858  it  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  school  at 
Wailuku.     Miss    Ogden  then  removed  to   Honolulu,   where  for 
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years  she  had  in  her  own  household  a  school  for  girls.  She  had 
previously  adopted  two  motherless  white  children,  who  grew  up  a 
blessing  to  her,  and  ladies  of  great  usefuhiess  in  the  society  of 
Honolulu.  Besides  the  training  in  her  own  household  and  school, 
she  gave  to  them  the  advantages  of  a  course  of  study  in  the 
English  department  of  the  high  school  or  college  at  Punahou,  and 
such  instruction  in  instrumental  and  vocal  music  as  enabled  them 
to  excel  in  both  these  branches.  These  daughters,  being  married 
at  the  islands,  were  enabled  to  watch  over,  cheer,  and  comfort  her 
when  age  and  infirmities  laid  her  aside  from  active  work. 

A  daughter  of  one  of  the  Marquesan  missionaries,  whose 
mother  had  been  one  of  her  pupils  at  Wailuku,  was  also  adopted 
and  educated  by  her.  She,  too,  is  now  in  a  position  of  usefulness 
as  the  wife  of  one  of  the  educated  men  of  the  islands. 

In  the  large  number  of  missionary  families  then  at  the  islands, 
it  sometimes  became  desirable,  either  from  the  death  or  necessary 
absence  of  parents,  to  find  temporary  homes  for  their  children. 
Miss  Ogden  was  always  ready  for  help  in  these  times,  giving  them 
a  home  and  a  mother's  care  for  months  if  needed. 

The  writer's  acquaintance  with  Miss  Ogden  commenced  when 
the  latter  was  considerably  past  threescore  years.  Some  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  one  of  our  most  successful  and  devoted  mis- 
sionaries at  the  Micronesian  Islands  was  obliged  to  send  his 
wife,  then  in  a  confirmed  consumption,  to  Honolulu  for  medical 
advice  and  care.  Two  small  children  came  with  her.  One  of 
these,  a  daughter  sixteen  months  old,  was  so  sick  and  emaciated 
as  to  weigh  but  little  more  than  eleven  pounds.  The  sick  mother 
was  unable  to  attend  to  her  child.  True  to  her  instincts  of  love 
and  humanity,  Miss  Ogden  came  to  the  relief  of  the  child,  to»k 
her  to  her  own  home,  watched  and  tended  her  with  unremitting 
tenderness  for  months.  Returning  flesh  and  strength  soon  came  to 
the  little  sufferer;  but  a  severe  ophthalmia  rendered  it  necessary 
to  keep  her  in  a  darkened  room  for  months,  and  subjected  the  one 
who  so  kindly  cared  for  her  to  long  hours  of  wakefulness  and 
night-watching  when  she  was  but  little  on  the  sunny  side  of  three- 
score and  ten  years. 

Being  questioned  by  one  of  the  city  pastors  in  respect  to  this 
fact,  she  replied  that  she  thought,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  good 
thing,  as  it  made  her  so  thoroughly  exhausted,  that  she  was  sure  to 
sleep  whenever  there  was  a  chance  for  it. 

The  few  thousand  dollars  of  property  which  she  owned  she 
gave  into  the  hands  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
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Foreign  Missions.  It  was  used  by  them  for  her  support  in  the 
labors  of  love  to  which  she  gave  her  life.  About  two  years  since, 
she  laid  down  her  burden  of  more  than  fourscore  years,  and  went 
up  to  hear  the  welcome,  "  Well  done  "  from  the  lips  of  her  loving 
L©rd. 

One  of  her  most  prominent  characteristics  was  an  utter  uncon- 
sciousness of  self.  She  seemed  entirely  swallowed  up  in  thoughts 
and  labors  for  others,  no  matter  how  severe  and  trying  the  work 
to  be  done.  May  her  mantle  rest  upon  her  sisters  of  the  coming 
century,  so  many  of  whom  are  nobly  taking  up  the  work  their 
predecessors  have  laid  down ! 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Clark. 

Chicago,  April,  1876. 

FIRST-FRUITS. 

Tex  dollars  have  been  received  from  the  auxiliary  at  New  Bal- 
timore, Mich.,  for  Miss  Pinkerton.  This  is  the  first-fruit  from  the 
new  society  formed  in  December,  composed  of  sixteen  members. 
A  special  blessing  has  seemed  to  rest  upon  the  church  in  connection 
with  this  first  effort  of  the  ladies  in  behalf  of  foreign  missions;  so 
that  this  society  has  been  the  very  centre  of  revival  interest  since 
its  organization. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD   OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  March  15,  1876,  to  April  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Atwater.—  Aux.,  §21  00 

Berea.  —  Aiix.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Maltbie,  8  36 

Cincinnati.  —  7th-st.  Cong.  Ch. 
Aux.,  $50 ;  Vine-st.  Cong.  Ch., 
$60,  110  00 

Clarksfield.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  at 
Marash,  20  00 

Eh/ria. —  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Misg 
Maltbie,  $79.14;  for  centennial 
work,  $G0,  139  11 

Lorain. —  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 


Maltbie, 

Marietta.  —  Young  Ladies'  Miss. 
Soc,  for  pupil  at  Marash, 

Medina.  —  Aux., 

Oxford.  —  West.  Fern.  Sem. 
Aux., 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  for  centen- 
nial work, 


10  00 


28  00 
20  00 


Wellington.  —  Aux.,  for  centen- 
nial work,  $10  00 


Total, 


$456  50 


INDIANA. 

Angola. — Aux.,  $3  60 

Indianapolis.  —  Mayflower  Ch., 

Aux.,  5  00 

Terre  Haute. — Aux.,  for  centen- 
nial work,  30  00 

Total,  $38  60 

MICHIGAN. 

Almont.—  Aux.,    for   salary   of 

Miss  Pinkerton,  $8  00 

Armada. — Aux.,  10  00 

Charlotte.  —  Aux.,  12  00 

Clinton.  —  Aux.,  13  00 

Detroit.—  1st   Ch.,    Aux.,    $75; 
Woodward-ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $50 ; 
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both  for  salary  of  Mrs.  Cof- 

fing,  $125  00 

East  Saginaro.  — Aux.,  to  com- 
plete quarter's  salary  of  Miss 
Sliattuck,  21  75 

Jackson.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Hollister,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  James  M.  Holland,  Mrs. 
James  De  Puy,  Mrs.  William 
Fargo,  Mrs.  William  F.  Howe, 
Mrs.  William  H.  Scotford,  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Du  Bois,  L.M.'s,         150  00 

Lansing.  —  Aux.,  for  children  of 
missionaries,  25  00 

Litchfield.  —  "  Shining  Lights," 
for  share  in  Christian  news- 
paper in  Japan,  10  00 

Memp his.—  Aux.,  5  00 

Olivet.  —  Aux.,  25  00 

Royal  Oak.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  in 
Erzroom  school,  9  00 


Total, 


ILLINOIS. 


§413  75 


Champaign.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  at 
Samokov,  $10  00 

Chesterfield.—  Aux.,  $18.10; 
"Earnest  Workers,"  for  pupil 
in  Mrs.  Coffing's  school,  $16.40,    34  50 

Chicago.  —  New  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$25.50;  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
$21.40;  Union  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
$105.79,  152  69 

Danvers.  —  Aux.,  9  50 

Elgin.  —  Aux.,  25  40 

Evanston.  —  Aux.,  completing 
salary  of  Miss  Porter  for  year 
ending  April  1,  1876,  140  30 

Galesburg.—  Aux.,  1st  Cong.  Ch.,    37  92 

Glencoe. — Aux.,  5  00 

Granville.  — Aux.,  of  wh.  $20  is 
for  centennial  work,  46  00 

Jacksonville.  —  Cong.  Sunday 
School,  for  children  of  mission- 
aries, 10  00 

Port  Byron.  —  Aux.,  7  00 

Princeton. — Aux.,  for  pupil  at 
Samokov,  25  00 

Oak  Park. — Aux.,  for  Manissa 
school,  44  00 

Ontario.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  in 
Bridgman  school,  10  00 

Poseville. — Aux.,  for  Samokov 
school,  11  50 

Waukegan.  —  Aux.,  7  72 


$576  53 


Total, 

WISCONSIN. 


Beloit.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Sunday 
school,  for  pupil  in  Bridgman 
school,  40  00 

Chippewa  Falls. — Mrs.  S.  M. 
Newton,  for  children  of  mis- 
sionaries, 10  00 

Fort  Atkinson.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  L. 

Wilcox,  10  00 

Madison.  —  Aux.,  for  schools  in 
Caesarea,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Merwin  L.M.,  30  00 


Milwaukee.  —  Spring -st.  Ch., 
Aux.,  forasst.  teacher  at  Ma- 
nissa, $25;  "a  friend  of  Mrs. 
Andrus"  for  health  retreat 
near  Mardin,  $10,  $35  00 

Platteville.  — Aux.,  for  centen- 
nial work,  12  00 

Pacine.  —  Aux.,  for  Dakota  mis- 
sion, 12  00 

Whitewater.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Taylor,  21  00 

—  A  friend,  "  for  foreign 


postage 


A  friend, 


Total, 


5  00 
40 

$175  40 


Decorah.  —  Aux., 

31  30 

Dubuque.  —  Aux.,  for  centennia] 
work, 

25  00 

Keokuk.  —  "  Signature," 

5  00 

Mason  City.  —  Aux., 

11  00 

New  Hampton.  —  Aux., 

75 

Osage.  — Aux., 

2  80 

Waterloo.  — Aux. 

11  00 

Total, 

$86  85 

MINNESOTA. 

Austin.—  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Barrows, 

Minneapolis.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Bar- 
rows, 

St.  Paul.  —  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  salary  of  Miss  Barrows, 


16  00 


75  00 
25  00 
Total,  $116  00 

MISSOURI. 

Hannibal. — Aux.,  $18;  a  friend, 

$2,  $20  00 

Kansas  City.  —  Aux.,  10  50 

Kidder.  —  Aux.,  10  00 

St.  Louis.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $108; 

Mayflower     Ch.,     Aux.,     $6; 

Pilgrim  Ch.,  Aux.,  $63.50.  177  50 


Total, 


DAKOTA. 


$218  00 


Fort  Sully.  —  Miss  Emmie  Whip- 
ple, for  debt  of  American 
Board,  $10  00 

Sisseton  Agency.  —  Aux.,  8  00 


Total, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


$18  00 


Warsaw,  N.  Y.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for 
Mariam  of  Marash,  $40  25 

Sale  of  envelopes  and  pam- 
phlets, 13  40 


Total 
Total, 


$53  65 
$2,153  28 
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INDIA. 
SOWING  SEED. 

BY  MRS.   W.   B.    CAPRON. 

"Who  shall  tell  thee  words  whereby  thou  and  all  thy  house 
shall  be  saved?"  Such  was  the  message  of  an  angel;  and  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  followed  the  words.  We  are  put  in  trust 
with  these  saving  words,  and  we  must  have  a  brighter  faith  in  the 
sure  blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  soul  to  whom  they  are 
spoken. 

I  have  been  taking  great  interest  in  telling  the  story  of  the  prod- 
igal son.  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  effect  of  its  wonderful 
power  and  beauty  on  different  minds.  I  had  a  call,  the  other  day, 
from  two  women  notoriously  given  to  quarrels,  gambling,  and 
cock-fighting.  They  are  traders ;  and  the  women  are  fully  equal  to 
the  men  in  driving  a  bargain.  Trained  to  see  where  a  little  gain 
may  be  made,  why  should  they  not  be  made  to  feel  the  force  of  a 
truth  that  is  of  so  much  more  value  than  coin  ?  They  had  come 
to  tell  me  of  their  aches  and  pains ;  and  I  determined  to  tell  them 
"  words  whereby  they  might  be  saved." 

I  brought  out  my  two  pictures  illustrating  the  story  of  the 
prodigal  son,  hiding  the  picture  of  the  father's  welcome  behind 
13  193 
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that  of  the  forlorn  youth  feeding  swine.  I  have  never  heard  from 
a  native  woman  more  discriminating  observations  on  a  picture. 
They  did  not  at  all  approve  of  the  brilliant  brown  color  of  the 
swine,  nor  the  shape  of  the  ears;  but  they  were  willing  to  admit 
that  there  might  be  such  a  variety  in  some  other  land,  since  the 
tail  was  like  that  of  a  pig.  I  well  knew,  that,  notwithstanding 
their  own  coarseness  in  my  estimation,  they  held  feeding  swine  in 
utter  disgust. 

"  This  is  a  story  told  by  one  who  came  from  heaven.  Will  it, 
then,  be  a  story  good  for  us  to  hear?  "  I  asked. 

"  There  will  be  great  wisdom  in  it.  We  should  think  a  story 
which  you  told  was  wise,  much  more  if  one  came  from  heaven  to 
tell  it." 

I  told  them  of  Him  who  came  to  our  earth,  and  his  wonderful 
work,  till  they  were  evidently  ready  to  listen  to  One  who  spake 
with  authority. 

They  began  to  feel  pity  for  the  young  man  as  I  described  his 
home,  and  the  wealth  he  had  squandered.  It  was  interesting  to  see 
how  disgust  at  his  employment  faded  before  their  increasing  per- 
ception of  his  forlorn  condition,  and  his  memory  of  his  father's 
house. 

"  But  he  is  going  back  to  beg  for  work  only;  and  how  will  the 
father  receive  him  ?  ' ' 

"  He  won't  take  him  back,"  one  woman  said:  "  he  has  had  his 
portion,  and  wasted  it;  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  the  other  children. 
He  may  help  him  a  little;  but  he  can't  make  him  a  son  again." 

There  was  quite  a  little  silence,  which  I  would  not  allow  myself 
to  break,  and  at  length  the  other  woman  thoughtfully  replied,  — 

"  I  don't  know:  he  is  a  son  born  in  his  own  father's  house;  his 
mother  will  want  to  take  him  back,  and  the  father  will  consent." 
Thus  spoke  the  mother-heart. 

I  then  changed  the  pictures,  and  it  was  exciting  to  see  the  effect 
of  that  father's  welcome  to  his  long-lost  son.  There  was  no  up- 
braiding, no  manifestation  of  offended  dignity,  but  full,  free, 
loving  embrace  of  welcome.  Tears  came  into  their  eyes  at  once, 
and  they  exclaimed  with  delight  at  what  was  evidently  awaiting 
the  prodigal  son. 

Now  comes  the  application;  and  Shall  I  fail,  or  succeed,  is  my 
anxious  thought?  "  Oh,  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  dost  thou 
doubt?  "  They  understood  about  heaven.  They  understood  that 
they  are  creatures  made  and  preserved  by  God,  and  that  they  must 
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be  fearfully  far  away  from  him,  since  they  never  speak  to  him, 
and  never  mention  his  goodness.  They  understood  that  the  body 
is  perishable,  and  that  it  is  the  silent  but  undying  soul  that  is  so 
precious  to  us  and  to  our  heavenly  Father.  Now  see  how  our 
Father  loves  us,  and  let  us  find  our  way  to  him,  and  be  children  in 
his  house  forever. 

"  Can  we  go  to-morrow?  "  said  one  of  the  women. 

**  Oh  !  "  said  the  other,  "  you  don't  know  what  she  means.  I 
do,  and  I  will  tell  you.  Thjs  is  the  way  it  is:  we  are  stupid  don- 
keys, you  know,  and  are  thinking  only  about  what  to  eat.  She 
says  —  and  this  isn't  the  first  timej  I  have  heard  her  say  it  —  that 
these  bodies  go  to  nothing,  but  that  these  parts  inside  of  us,  that 
keep  us  always  thinking  of  what  is  gone,  or  what  is  to  come,  cannot 
die,  and  so  we  shall  be  thinking  somewhere  forever.  I  see  it  plain. 
She  is  going  to  heaven  when  she  dies,  and  that's  where  she  wants 
us  to  go;  and  she  says  the  great  Swamy  is  glad  to  have  us  come, 
just  like  that  father  in  the  picture.  That's  the  way  they  do  in 
their  house.  They  are  always  glad  to  see  us,  and  we  are  no  rela- 
tions. I've  been  here  when  she  hadn't  time  to  speak  a  word;  but 
she  never  said,  '  Go,  go! '  She  looked  glad,  if  she  didn't  say  any 
thing,  and  that's  the  way  she  means." 

.  Here  she  paused,  as  if  she  had  gone  to  the  length  of  her  knowledge. 
I  was  nearly  overcome  with  astonishment  and  delight  at  this  testi- 
mony. I  was  thankful  for  every  time  that  I  had  only  seemed  glad, 
even  when  she  had  almost  demanded  that  I  should  buy  the  little 
balance  of  grain  that  had  remained,  after  her  speculation  at  the 
weekly  fair.  I  was  thinking  how  easily  divine  Power  could  bring 
this  precious  soul  within  the  limits  of  saving  grace.  I  was  also 
thinking  how  very  difficult  it  was  for  her  to  break  through  the 
fetters  of  tyranny,  social  and  superstitious,  and  enter  the  freedom 
of  the  daughter  of  the  Lord  Almighty  when  she  earnestly  said,  — 

"  See,  we  are  such  donkeys,  and  live  so  different  from  you!  If 
we  should  try  to  learn  about  these  things,  I  am  sure  we  couldn't 
know  much.     It  is  your  way  for  you,  and  ours  for  us." 

I  tried  to  describe  her  life  at  home,  busy  with  her  various 
duties,  but  with  a  heart  full  of  peace,  because  of  forgiveness  and 
acceptance  through  the  sacrifice  and  merits  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  They  were  most  attentive ;  and  I  was  thinking  how  to 
pray  with  them,  when  a  party  of  ten,  from  a  distant  village,  came 
to  pay  a  visit,  and  the  interview  was  ended. 
.    My  heart  followed  them  out  of  the  door,  and  as  they  went  along 
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the  little  path  under  the  tamarind-trees,  out  of  sight.  There  was 
given  me  no  prophetic  vision  by  which  I  could  say,  ';  Though  ye 
have  been  among  the  pots,  yet  shall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove, 
covered  with  silver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold."  I  had 
only  told  "  words  whereby  they  might  be  saved." 

As  we  were  allowed  of  God  to  be  put  in  trust  with  the  gospel, 
even  so  we  speak,  not  as  pleasing  men,  but  God,  which  trieth  our 
hearts.     A  wonderful  privilege  indeed! 


JAPAN. 
THE  CITY  OF  KIOTO. 


Of  all  mission-fields,  Japan  is  now  undoubtedly  the  most  attrac- 
tive; and  the  special  point  in  Japan  in  which  the  Woman's  Board 
feels  most  interest,  just  at  present,  is  Kioto,  the  sacred  capital  of 
the  empire,  of  which  a  representation  is  given  in  the  accompanying 
woodcut.  This  view  of  the  city  is  taken  from  a  hill  at  its  eastern 
limit,  on  which  stands  the  Buddhist  temple  of  Kio-midsu,  or  Tem- 
ple of  the  Pure  Heart,  one  end  of  which  appears  at  the  right  of  the 
picture.  It  is  said  that  Buddhist  devotees,  after  worshipping  in 
the  temple,  sometimes  throw  themselves  from  its  lofty  veranda, 
fifty  feet,  into  the  plain  below.  Their  belief  is,  that,  if  their 
prayers  are  answered,  Buddha  will  save  them  from  harm;  and,  if 
they  have  not  his  blessing,  they  profess  to  prefer  death  to  life. 
The  city  itself  stretches  far  off  toward  the  western  hills.  The 
large  roofs  to  be  seen  here  and  there  are  those  of  Buddhist  and 
Shinto  temples,  of  which  there  are  six  thousand  in  and  around  the 
city,  built  at  an  immense  expenditure  of  money  and  labor.  The 
following  description  of  the  contents  of  one  of  these  temples  will 
give  some  idea  of  their  size. 

\\  In  the  middle  was  a  gigantic  image  with  thirty-six  arms. 
Sixteen  black  images,  larger  than  life,  stood  around  it,  and,  on 
each  side,  two  rows  of  gilt  idols  with  twenty  arms  each.  On  either 
side  of  the  temple,  running  from  end  to  end,  were  ten  platforms, 
rising  like  steps,  one  behind  the  other,  on  each  of  which  stood 
fifty  images,  as  large  as  life  (a  thousand  in  all),  each  on  its  sepa- 
rate pedestal.  They  were  so  arranged  as  to  stand  in  rows  of  five, 
one  behind  the  other,  and  all  visible  at  one  time,  each  with  its 
twenty  hands.  On  the  hands  and  heads  of  all  these  are  placed 
smaller  idols,  \o  the  number  of  forty,  or  more;  so  that  the  whole 
number,  33,333,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Japanese,  does 
not  appear  exaggerated." 
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Most  of  the  houses  in  the  city  are  two  stories  high  with  tile 
roofs;  and  the  paper  lanterns  hanging  from  the  verandas,  at 
intervals  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet,  serve  the  double  purpose 
of  picturesque  ornament  by  day,  and  a  pleasant  light  for  the  streets 
by  night.  The  beautiful  temple  grounds  all  over  the  city  afford 
delightful  public  parks  and  places  of  resort,  always  open  to  the 
people,  who  go  in  and  out  of  the  temples  at  their  pleasure,  mum- 
bling their  prayers  before  some  saint,  and  now  and  then  throwing 
their  contributions  into  the  coffers  standing  ready  for  them. 
•  Kioto  has  always  been  considered  the  chief  literary  city  of  the 
empire,  as  well  as  its  spiritual  centre.  Seminaries  of  learning, 
and  quite  an  extensive  school-system,  carried  on  by  government, 
were  in  existence  when  the  first  English  explorers  entered  the  city. 
The  people  are  noted  for  their  intelligence,  and  polish  of  manners. 

The  city  is  also  famous  as  a  magazine  of  Japanese  manufac- 
tures. Here  they  "refine  copper,  coin  money,  print  books,  weave 
the  richest  stuffs  with  gold  and  silver  flowers,  make  the  best  and 
scarcest  dies,  the  most  artful  carvings,  all  sorts  of  musical  instru- 
ments, pictures,  japanned  cabinets,  all  kinds  of  things  wrought  in 
gold  and  other  metals,  particularly  in  steel,  the  richest  dresses,  all 
kinds  of  toys,  puppets  moving  their  heads  of  themselves  :  indeed, 
nothing  can  be  imported  from  abroad  so  neatly  made,  but  what 
some  artist  in  this  capital  will  be  able  to  imitate  it." 

For  a  thousand  years  Kioto  was  the  political  centre  of  the 
empire  ;  and  the  other  portions  of  the  country  were  arranged  and 
divided  with  reference  to  their  direction  from  it,  and  the  methods 
of  communication  with  it  by  roads  and  canals.  u  Its  rulers  claim 
to  represent  a  dynasty  that  has  outlived  every  other,  —  one  that  has 
seen  the  rise,  or  the  rise  and  fall,  of  every  empire  and  every 
dynasty  that  has  held  sway  from  the  time  that  Nebuchadnezzar  led 
his  hosts  from  Babylon  against  Zedekiah,  King  of  Israel,  to  the 
present.  Like  the  eternal  city  of  Damascus,  Kioto  lies  in  an  ex- 
tended plain  of  great  beauty,  environed  by  hills  ;  but,  unlike  her 
ancient  compeer,  not  a  beggar  is  to  be  seen  in  her  streets,  nor  are 
any  met  with  who  seem  to  be  scantily  clad,  or  half  fed,  in  all  her 
population  of  half  a  million."  Yet  with  all  this  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence, the  city  is  wholly  given  over  to  idolatry,  and  the  people  are 
the  slaves  of  superstition  and  puerile  ceremonies.  There  is  nothing 
that  approaches  our  home-life  in  all  the  city;  and  morality  is  almost 
unknown  :  indeed,  the  people  are  as  thoroughly  heathen  as  any 
on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
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It  is  in  this  grand  old  city  —  grand  in  its  possibilities,  but  piti- 
ably weak  in  all  that  makes  true  greatness  —  that  we  propose  to 
establish  a  Christian  school  for  girls.  It  may  seem  but  the  merest 
pebble  dropped  into  the  great  sea  of  idolaters  (half  a  million 
and  more) ;  but,  though  the  ripple  be  slight  at  first,  we  trust  that 
its  ever-increasing  rings  will,  in  time,  reach  the  outmost  limits  of 
the  city.  As  the  Christian  girls  go  forth  from  it,  year  by  year, 
with  the  Bible  in  their  hands,  either  to  teach  its  truths  to  their 
countrywomen,  or  to  make  it  their  guide  in  their  homes,  we  trust 
they  may  help  to  move  the  city  to  its  foundations. 


TURKEY. 

JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

BY    MISS   C.    E.    BUSH. 

We  have  been  much  interested,  recently,  in  the  story  of  an 
Armenian  woman,  named  Nazloo  Hanum,  who  has  just  died.  She 
was  the  mother  of  one  of  our  Protestant  sisters.  She  was  a  fine- 
looking  woman,  and  one  who  received  much  honor  from  men, 
prizing  it  too  highly  to  leave  all,  and  follow  Christ.  Formerly  she 
was  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Protestants;  but,  some  ten  years  ago,  a 
young  boy,  whose  parents  were  Nazloo  Hanum's  neighbors,  died  a 
most  triumphant  death,  though  enduring  most  intense  suffering 
from  hydrophobia.  She  had  never  before  witnessed  such  confi- 
dence and  trust  in  God,  sucli  lack  of  fear,  on  any  deathbed ;  and, 
filled  with  wonder,  she  exclaimed,  — 

4 '  I  never  saw  such  peace  and  faith  before.  Formerly  I  thought 
that  all  Protestants  went  to  hell  when  they  died:  now  I  know  that 
they  are  saved." 

She  had  a  son,  who  nine  years  ago  was  very  faithful  in  his 
attendance  on  the  prayer-meetings  held  daily  during  a  season  of 
awakening  in  the  church.  Nazloo  did  all  in  her  power  to  hinder 
his  going;  and,  when  he  came  home  from  the  meetings  late  in  the 
evening,  she  would  not  believe  he  had  been  spending  his  time  with 
good  people,  and  would  lock  the  door,  and  refuse  him  admittance. 
He  was  refused  food  also,  and  every  effort  made  to  turn  him  from 
the  faith.  It  gained  such  power  in  his  heart,  however,  that  he  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Protestant  church. 

His  mother  went  one  day  to  a  revival  meeting,  held  in  a  poor 


200  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

old  loom,  but  not  so  poor  and  old  but  that  the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  reveal  his  glory,  as  in  Solomon's  temple  of  old.  Nazloo  sat  and 
listened  to  the  simple,  earnest  words  of  the  preacher:  she  heard 
the  sobs  of  those  who  were  broken  in  heart  for  sin,  and  the  plead- 
ing of  Christians  for  mercy  for  the  impenitent.  Her  daughter, 
behind  whom  she  sat,  could  hear  her  moving  herself  back  and 
forth,  and  saying,  "  What  is  this?  Oh,  my  sins,  my  sins!  "  After 
meeting,  she  said,  "  What  do  I  see,  my  daughter  ?  How  I  have 
sinned  in  reviling  the  Protestants,  and  persecuting  my  son  !  "  She 
sent  for  Pastor  Mardiros,  and  begged  his  forgiveness  for  the  many 
evil  words  she  had  spoken  against  him;  and  she  was  often  seen  in 
the  Protestant  prayer-meetings. 

The  priests,  who  had  showed  her  much  respect  before,  reproved 
her,  saying,  "  So  you,  also,  have  become  a  Prote."  She  told 
them  they  preached  no  such  sermons  as  those  she  heard  at  the 
Protestant  chapel,  and  there  were  no  such  prayers  at  the  old 
Armenian  church.  But  soon  they'4  caught  her  with  guile,"  by 
making  her  superintendent  of  the  "poor-box"  each  sabbath: 
they  flattered  her,  and  honored  her;  and  her  old  love  for  the 
esteem  of  the  world  drew  her  away  from  all  that  was  good  and 
holy.  So  she  died  without  one  word  to  show,  that,  even  in  that 
solemn  hour,  she  repented  of  her  love  of  money  and  the  world's 
honor,  without  one  sign  that  she  had  made  any  preparation  to 
meet  her  God.  What  allowances  God  may  have  made  for  her 
ignorance,  or  the  circumstances  by  which  she  was  surrounded,  we 
know  not;  but  "  What  shall  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in 
exchange  for  his  soul  ?  " 

Near  our  home  stands  a  large  new  house,  occupied  by  a  wealthy 
furrier  and  his  family;  the  family  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
daughter,  and  two  sons  and  their  wives,  one  of  whom  has  three 
children.  There  is  also  living  with  them  a  woman  whom  we  call 
blind  Mariam,  the  sister  of  the  furrier.  Mariam  has  for  many 
years  been  the  only  Protestant  in  the  house.  Long  before  she 
could  get  permission  to  attend  the  chapel,  she  used  to  sit  by  the 
open  window  of  one  of  their  rooms,  and  listen  to  the  singing,  and 
the  sound  of  the  preacher's  voice,  as  it  was  borne  to  her  on  the  air. 
Soon  she  was  able  to  attend  the  chapel  regularly,  being  led  there 
by  one  of  the  younger  children,  or  some  friendly  neighbor.  Since 
I  came  here,  five  years  ago,  two  of  the  young  girls  have  been 
deprived  of  this,  to  them,  precious  privilege,  on  account  of  having 
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grown  to  the  age  of  twelve  and  fourteen,  and  become  engaged  to 
be  married  :  in  this  state  of  .things  "it  is  a  shame  "  to  go  to  the 
chapel.  Lately  both  of  the  sons  have  attended  more  or  less  ;  and 
Mariam  has  felt,  at  times,  that  the  prayers  of  many  long  years  were 
about  to  be  answered. 

We  have  often  been  received  very  politely  at  this  house  ;  but 
twice,  recently,  no  one  has  come  into  the  room,  when  we  have 
called,  but  blind  Mariam  and  the  young  girls.  About  a  week  ago, 
however,  Mariam  told  us  that  a  married  daughter  was  sick  at  the 
house,  with  no  prospect  of  recovery,  and  wished  to  see  us.  We 
went,  rejoicing  that  somebody  in  that  home  needed  us.  We  found 
the  daughter  very  feeble.  By  her  pillow  was  a  Testament  and 
hymn-book  ;  and  she  said,  that  for  several  weeks,  since  we  had 
called  on  her,  and  urged  her  to  take  up  the  daily  reading  of  the 
Bible,  she  had  hungered  after  God's  word,  and  found  it  most 
precious.  She  felt  that  she  must  die,  that  she  had  truly  repented 
of  her  sins,  and  no  more  clung  to  the  world,  wishing  to  go  to  be 
with  Christ,  which  is  far  better. 

Her  old  mother  was  in  the  room  during  most  of  our  visit.  She 
is  a  woman  of  strong  character,  clinging  to  the  superstitions  of  the 
old  church,  and  a  very  Saul  in  her  zeal.  But  her  daughter  told  us 
how,  at  night,  the  mother  would  comfort  her  in  her  pain  and  weari- 
ness, telling  her  to  look  to  Jesus  for  help,  sometimes  rising  in 
the  night  to  pray.  As  I  heard  the  story  of  this  poor  ignorant 
woman,  and  saw  the  trust  and  faith  of  the  daughter,  I  thought  of 
the  encouragement  which  the  Lord  gave  to  Paul,  "I  have  much 
people  in  this  city."  Who  knows  how  many  are  hidden  here, 
serving  God  blindly,  perhaps,  but  with  enough  of  faith  and  love 

for  salvation. 

. » « » 

OUR  MISSIONARY  PICTURES. 

We  answer  various  inquiries  as  follows :  These  diagrams  are  painted 
on  cloth,  in  size  about  three  feet  by  four  feet.  We  have  five  sets,  each 
set  containing  from  six  to  nine  pictures,  illustrative  of  heathen  manners 
and  customs,  and  the  effects  of  missionary  labor. 

There  are  two  sets  on  the  Hindus,  one  on  the  Chinese,  one  on  the 
Africans,  and  one  representing  various  scenes  among  the  South  Sea 
Islanders  and  the  American  Indians.  A  written  explanation  accompa- 
nies each  set;  and  a  list  of  the  best  books  for  missionary  reading  is 
appended.  These  sets  are  loaned  —  not  sold  —  for  the  use  of  mission- 
circles,  on  the  payment  of  fifty  cents  per  set,  and  cost  of  expressage. 
Application  should  be  made  to  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  No.  1,  Congregational 
House,  Boston. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD. 

BY  MRS.  LEMUEL   GULLIVER. 

[The  following  article*  is  abridged  from  a  paper  presented  at  a  convention  of 
branches  held  in  October  last,  but  has  not  appeared  in  our  pages  till  now,  for  lack 
of  space.  "We  are  sure  our  readers  will  be  glad  to  obtain  from  it  a  clear  idea  of 
the  relationships  of  the  different  organizations  of  the  Woman's  Board.] 

A  few  weeks  since,  a  veteran  missionary  of  another  denomina- 
tion, whose  years  of  Christian  labor  and  undoubted  wisdom  have 
made  him  a  prince  in  Israel,  came  into  the  rooms  of  the  Woman's 
Board.  Referring  to  his  observation  abroad,  he  spoke  of  the  evils 
arising  from  any  difference  in  policy  between  the  Woman's  Boards 
and  the  parent  Boards  with  which  they  co-operate.  He  urged 
upon  us,  in  strong  terms,  the  strictest  adherence  to  the  principles 
regulating  the  action  of  the  American  Board. 

His  words  confirmed  us  in  our  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  understanding,  among  our  members,  of  the  relations  ex- 
isting between  the  American  Board  and  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  and  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  its  branches  and 
auxiliaries. 

As  yet  (we  say  it  gratefully),  in  the  wonderful  growth  of  mission- 
ary organizations  throughout  our  limits,  we  have  occasion  only  for 
joy  and  thanksgiving;  but  we  cannot  fail  to  see,  that,  from  the 
very  rapidity  of  this  growth,  there  are  dangers  which  must  be 
promptly  met.  These  dangers  arise,  not  from  any  lack  of  love  or 
reverence  for  the  Board,  —  which  in  our  childhood  had  its  honored 
place  in  our  fathers'  and  our  mothers'  prayers,  and  which  with 
every  year  strengthens  its  hold  upon  our  own,  —  but  rather  from  a 
lack  of  information  regarding  the  principles  of  action  adopted  by 
it,  and  from  a  failure  in  realizing  our.  own  obligation  to  be  true  to 
these,  even  to  the  minuter  details  of  our  work. 

There  is  danger,  too,  from  a  misunderstanding,  or  lack  of  under- 
standing, among  the  societies  of  our  own  Board,  of  our  interdepend- 
ence and  mutual  responsibility.  The  Pauline  parable  of  the 
many  members  and  the  one  body  is  emphatically  true  of  us.  If 
one  member  suffers,  all  of  the  members  suffer  with  it.     If,  through 
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lack  of  nurture,  auxiliaries  fail  of  their  full  development,  the 
whole  body  suffers  a  corresponding  loss  of  vigor.  If  any  branch 
adopts  a  hurtful  policy,  the  injury  is  felt  by  the  whole  body,  and 
by  the  work  abroad. 

We  thank  God  we  are  not  speaking  of  what  has  taken  place ; 
and  we  make  these  statements  the  better  to  insure  harmonious  and 
intelligent  action  in  all  coming  time. 

THE   RELATIONS   OP   THE   W.    B.   M.    TO   THE   A.    B.    C.    F.   M. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, its  object  was  declared  to  be,  "  by  funds,  efforts,  and  prayers, 
to  co-operate  with  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions,  in  its  several  departments  of  labor,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  degraded  of  our  sex  in  heathen  lands."  It  was  thus  plainly 
pledged,  in  the  beginning,  that  our  policy  should  be  identical  with 
that  of  the  American  Board.  The  same  policy,  the  same  general 
principles,  must,  therefore,  form  the  basis  of  action  in  all  of  our 
branches,  and  guide  every  auxiliary 

By  Article  2  of  our  Constitution,  the  Secretaries  and  Prudential 
Committee  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  constitute  an  advisory  Board;  and  all  missionary  can- 
didates are  referred  to  them,  before  appointment  by  the  Directors. 

Further:  the  advice  of  the  Secretaries  is  sought  in  all  matters  of 
moment  and  especial  difficulty. 

Appropriations  of  money  are  made  only  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  of  the  Prudential  Committee. 

One  of  the  Secretaries  said  to  me  a  short  time  ago,  "It  is 
remarkable  how  the  two  Boards  have  worked  together.  Their 
relations  have  been  harmonious.  No  difficulty  whatever  has  arisen 
in  their  co-operation."  It  is  pleasant  to  add  that  we  have,  and 
have  always  had,  the  entire  sympathy  of  the  officers  of  the  Board. 
It  is  good  to  be  assured  also,  that  we  have  the  full  support  of 
every  member  of  the  Prudential  Committee. 

RELATIONS   EXISTING   BETWEEN   THE   W.  B.  M.  AND  ITS  BRANCHES. 

By  our  Constitution,  Auxiliary  societies  not  less  than  twenty  in 
number  may  become  a  branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
with  power  to  choose  such  officers  and  make  such  regulations,  not 
inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  as  they  may  wish. 

Their  duties  are,  to  form  missionary  societies  in  every  Congre- 
gational church  within    their  limits ;   to  be  responsible  for  the 
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rooting,  nurture,  and  growth  of  each  of  these  organizations  ;  to 
send  quarterly  all  money  collected  to  the  treasury  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  work  adopted  by  the 
branch,  or,  with  their  approval,  to  the  general  fund. 

It  is  expected,  also,  that  they  will  be  represented  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  and  report  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work  within  their  limits  during  the  year;  in  all  respects, 
to  identify  themselves  in  policy  with  the  Woman's  Board  of  .Mis- 
sions. 

In  all  local  matters,  — modes  of  working,  times  of  meeting,  offi- 
cial associations,  —  they  are  independent. 

By  Article  1  of  our  Constitution,  the  President  of  each  branch 
becomes  a  Vice-President  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  and 
will  be  cordially  welcomed  to  its  executive  meetings  held  on  the 
first  and  third  Mondays  of  every  month. 

Each  branch  has  a  right  to  choose,  from  the  unappropriated 
work  of  the  Board,  that  to  which  its  funds  shall  be  given  ;  and, 
having  thus  chosen,  it  will  be  held  responsible  for  this  work  until 
due  notice  has  been  given  of  its  intended  withdrawal  from  it. 

Each  branch  has  a  right  to  all  of  the  letters  of  general  informa- 
tion from  the  special  missionaries  under  its  care.  But  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  may  be  constantly  in 
possession  of  the  fullest  and  latest  information  of  the  state  of  the 
wTork  in  the  different  fields,  and  for  the  sustaining  of  our  mis- 
sionary periodical,  that  all  such  letters  pass  through  the 
rooms  of  the  Board,  where  a  copy  will  be  taken,  if  it  is  deemed 
desirable,  and  the  original  letter  forwarded,  with  as  little  loss  of 
time  as  is  possible,  to  the  branch  or  auxiliary  to  which  it  belongs. 

The  branches  have  a  claim  upon  the  Board  for  all  the  commu- 
nications it  can  give  outside  their  own  especial  work. 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  pledges  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  branch  all  the  aid  in  its  power  in  carrying  out  the  plans  of  the 
branch.  It  pledges  a  delegate  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
branch,  and  to  furnish  a  missionary  or  missionaries  for  that  meet- 
ing, if  they  can  be  obtained. 

The  Home  Secretary  holds  herself  ready  at  all  times  to  reply  to 
questions  respecting  missionary  work  or  policy.1 

1  Applications  for  letters  for  mefcrings  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Norton,  Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Exchange,  No.  1,  Congregational 
House. 
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RELATIONS   BETWEEN  BRANCHES   AND   AUXILIARIES. 

As  the  branch  provides  for,  and,  if  necessary,  assists  by  one  of 
its  officers  in  the  organizing  of  each  auxiliary,  so  it  will  continue 
to  watch  over  and  nurture  it  until  the  new  society  is  fully  estab- 
lished. This  is  a  duty  of  vital  importance.  We  hear,  occasionally, 
of  a  society  holding  its  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers, 
where,  through  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  conducting 
such  transactions,  not  an  officer  was  properly  chosen.  This  ought 
not  to  be.  Due  notice  should  be  given  of  such  meetings,  and  pains 
taken  to  secure  the  presence  of  a  goodly  number  of  members. 
This  meeting  will  certainly  gain  in  dignity  and  power  by  "being 
conducted  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  usage,  and  it  will  lose 
nothing  in  interest  and  spirituality.  There  may  be  more  especial 
need  that  the  more  remote  districts  be  in  frequent  communication 
with  the  centre.  We  would  make  the  suggestion,  that  an  officer 
be  appointed  in  each  branch,  if  not  already  done,  to  correspond 
with  and  aid  auxiliaries  in  these  matters.  On  the  other  hand, 
auxiliaries  are  expected  to  communicate  frequently  with  the  branch 
.to  which  they  belong,  to  refer  to  it  in  all  matters  of  interest,  and 
to  act  in  all  things  in  accordance  with  its  principles.  A  large 
attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  branch  will  aid  greatly  in 
promoting  union,  and  growth  of  interest.  This  will  be  advanced, 
also,  by  holding  these  meetings  in  different  towns. 

Each  society  should  remit  the  sum  pledged  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  branch  for  such  specified  work  as  it  may  adopt. 

It  is  hoped,  that,  in  all  cases,  auxiliaries  supporting  a  teacher  will 
give  her,  in  addition  to  this  pecuniary  support,  the  comfort  of  an 
occasional  cordial  letter,  which  shall  come  to  her  as  the  grasp  of 
the  hand  of  a  loving  friend.  Only  those  who  have  been  similarly 
situated  can  understand  the  value  of  such  help. 

In  this  correspondence,  it  may  happen  that  special  articles  not 
provided  for  in  the  yearly  appropriation  for  the  mission  are  men- 
tioned by  the  teacher  as  desirable  for  her  school,  or  in  some  depart- 
ment of  her  work.  The  quick  response  of  that  generous  sympathy 
which  we  desire  to  see  manifested  toward  our  missionaries  is,  "  Let 
us  obtain  these  articles  for  her,  and  send  them  at  once."  And 
some  may  ask,  "What  possible  objection  can  there  be  to  this 
course  ? ' ' 

It  may  not  be  understood  by  all  that  the  amount  of  money 
yearly  furnished  each  mission  is  based  upon  an  estimate  made  by 
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the  members  of  the  mission  themselves..  In  making  out  this 
estimate,  our  teachers  have  a  voice  with  the  other  members.  The 
missionaries  on  the  ground  can  judge  far  better  than  we,  if  these 
special  articles  desired  by  the  teacher  will  really  benefit  her  school 
or  work. 

We  rejoice  in  the  formation  of  conference  and  county  associa- 
tions. From  this  binding-together  of  our  auxiliaries,  we  confi- 
dently expect  greater  growth,  and  increased  efficiency  in  our 
work.  In  unity  of  spirit  and  of  action,  let  us  all  press  forward  in 
unwavering  faith,  looking  for  and  hastening  the  glorious  and  not 
distant  day,  when  ' *  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  shall  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ." 


A  MISSIONARY  TOUR. 

Last  May  Day  suggested,  among  the  hills  of  Franklin  County, 
Massachusetts,  no  reminiscence  of  its  ancient  delights,  when,  on 
English  meadows,  our  fore  fathers  and  mothers  danced  around  May- 
poles, and  their  blithe  praises  of  the  "  merry  month  "  floated  forth 
on  balmy  air  late  into  the  tuneful,  dewy  eve.  Snow  lay  in  the 
valleys,  as  well  as  on  the  hillsides,  as  Miss  Williams,  with  recent 
and  vivid  remembrance  of  the  fierce  heats  of  Central  Turkey, 
shivered,  and  longed  for  winter  wraps,  in  her  long  stage-ride  toward 
Northampton,  our  first  rendezvous. 

Many  hopes  for  pleasant  weather  were  disappointed  as  the 
morning  of  May  3  dawned  over  the  lovely  valley  of  the  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  beautiful  old  town  of  Northampton.  A  gentle  rain 
began  to  fall  as  the  ladies  of  Hampshire  County  were  assembling 
at  the  Edwards  Church,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  forming  a 
branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  Notwithstanding  this 
discouragement,  upward  of  a  hundred  ladies  had  gathered  in  the 
vestry  at  the  appointed  morning  hour.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Gordon 
Hall,  name  fragrant  in  missionary  annals,  opened  the  meeting  by 
Scripture  reading,  prayer,  and  a  welcoming  address,  in  which  con- 
gratulations upon  the  number  assembled,  and  great  interest  in  our 
object,  were  heartily  expressed.  This  was  followed  by  a  brief  but 
interesting  address  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Leavitt,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church.  A  paper  on  the  advantages  of  organization  as  a  means 
of  securing  and  perpetuating  the  interest  and  efficiency  of  our 
ladies  in  foreign  missions  was  then  presented  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton 
of  Boston. 
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The  roll  was  then  made  out,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  between 
fifty  and  sixty  ladies,  representing  auxiliaries  in  the  county,  were 
present.  After  temporary  organization  of  the  meeting,  and  a  brief 
discussion,  the  Hampshire  County  Branch  was  formed,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
on  the  nomination  of  officers,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Hodges  of  North- 
ampton, Mrs.  Parsons  of  East  Hampton,  Miss  Cooper  of  Amherst, 
Miss  Graves  of  Hatfield,  Mrs.  Lyman  of  West  Hampton,  and  Mrs. 
Otis  Hill  of  Williamsburg. 

An  adjournment  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  at  mid-day,  gave  an 
opportunity  for  pleasant  re-union  and  social  intercourse  in  the  com- 
modious church-parlors,  where  a  collation  was  served  by  the  ladies 
of  Northampton.  Previous  to  the  afternoon  meeting,  a  precious 
devotional  season  was  led  by  Mrs.  Stoddard  of  Northampton. 
More  than  two  hundred  ladies  assembled  at  two  o'clock,  when, 
after  opening  exercises,  the  Committee  on  Nominations  reported 
as  follows:  For  President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Stoddard,  Northampton. 
Vice-Presidents,  Mrs.  Colton,  East  Hampton;  Mrs.  Prof.  Crowell, 
Amherst;  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Hall,  Northampton.  Recording  Sec- 
retary, Mrs.  Joseph  Lanman  of  West  Hampton.  Corresponding 
Secretaries,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Jenkins,  Amherst;  Miss  E.  B.  Hinckley, 
East  Hampton.  Treasurer,  Miss  Isabella  G.  Clark,  Northampton. 
These  officers  were  unanimously  elected.  After  brief  remarks  by 
Mrs.  Norton,  Mrs.  Hooker,  president  of  the  Springfield  Branch, 
proffered  the  greetings  of  that  body,  and  expressed  cordial  sym- 
pathy and  congratulation.  The  ladies  of  the  Springfield  Branch 
had  sent  her  away  from  a  meeting  of  their  own  on  that  day,  that 
she  might  express  to  the  ladies  of  Hampshire  County  their  joy  in 
the  work  which  had  now  been  so  auspiciously  begun.  They  were 
assured  that  organization  had  greatly  furthered  the  work  in  Hamp- 
den County,  and  encouraged  their  own  faith,  and  they  doubted 
not  it  would  have  the  same  results  in  Hampshire  County.  Miss 
Mary  S.  Williams  of  Marash  then  gave  a  vivid  description  of  life 
and  work  in  Turkey,  interesting  all  present  till  the  time  for  final 
adjournment  had  come.  The  closing  prayer  was  offered  by  Miss 
Edwards,  associate  principal  of  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary;  and 
"  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,"  echoed  from  hearts 
truly  thankful,  in  view  of  the  work  and  promise  of  the  natal  day 
of  the  Hampshire  County  Branch. 

Afloat  on  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Connecticut,  in  our  little  flat- 
boat  ferry,  as  the  evening  drew  on,  thoughts  were  busy  with  the 
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history  of  which  these  Western  Massachusetts  hills  had  been  the 
theatre.  Gathering  up  the  memories,  oue  by  one, — from  Jona- 
than Edwards  of  Northampton,  to  Mary  Lyon  of  South  Hadley,  — 
they  were  still  dwelling  on  the  time,  forty  years  ago,  when  she  was 
journeying  up  and  down  the  hills,  and  almost  literally  cementing 
every  brick  of  the  new  seminary  with  prayer,  when  we  drew  up  at 
the  door  to  receive  the  cordial  welcome  of  principal  and  teachers. 
It  was  a  rare  privilege  next  morning,  at  devotions  in  the  hall,  to 
study  nearly  three  hundred  upturned  eager  faces,  as  the  assembled 
pupils  listened  to  Miss  Williams's  description  of  the  life  of  girls  in 
Turkey,  and  her  personal  experience  of  loving  labor  there.  If  we 
mistake  not,  eyes  that  smiled,  and  hearts  which  thrilled  in 
response  to  the  speaker  that  morning,  are  nourishing,  as  with  dew 
and  sunshine,  earnest  purposes  yet  to  blossom  in  deeds  of  Christ- 
like sacrifice  for  the  sinning  and  the  suffering  at  home  and  in  lands 
beyonds  the  seas. 

Albany  had  been  selected  for  our  next  visit.  Our  meeting  there 
May  5  had  to  meet  the  disadvantage  of  fast-falling  rain ;  but  the 
fifty  ladies  who  braved  it,  to  listen  to  Mrs.  Nortqn  and  Miss 
Williams  for  an  hour,  were  rewarded  by  an  incident  not  set  down 
in  the  programme,  —  the  entrance  of  a  Turkish  lady,  whose  veil  and 
sheet,  removed,  disclosed  a  bright  orange  costume  with  tasselled 
turban,  many  braided  hair,  painted  fingers,  and  glistening  coins  and 
ornaments  worn  with  a  timid  air,  as  of  one  unused  to  such  society. 

A  promise  was  asked  and  given  for  another  meeting,  when,  it 
was  hoped,  the  skies  would  be  more  propitious. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  May  6,  we  were  wending  our  way 
through  old  Schenectady  and  the  exquisite  Mohawk  valley,  just 
tinted  with  the  tender  brown  and  green  of  early  springtime,  toward 
busy,  enterprising  Gloversville.  The  generous,  loving  deeds  and 
words  which  here  awaited  us  bespoke  deep  and  abiding  interest 
in  the  cause,  and  a  reaching-forth  to  an  even  better  record  in  the 
future,  as  a  vigorous  auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

A  beautiful  sabbath  in  Albany,  with  a  larger  gathering  of  ladies 
from  several  churches,  to  hear  the  story  of  the  work,  was  followed, 
on  Monday,  by  a  brief  tarrying  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  a  rapid  ride 
toward  New  Haven,  that  we  might  not  lose  the  inspiration  of  the 
host  of  elect  ladies  to  be  gathered  there  in  annual  convocation  on 
the  following  day.  On  that  sitting-together  in  heavenly  places  in 
Christ  Jesus,  we  must  not  linger  for  a  moment;  for  it  can  only  be 
fitly  related  when  it  forms  the  sole  theme  of  the  heart  and  pen. 

At  Darien,  Conn.,  May  10,  we  heard  the  hum  of  "  Busy 
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among  the  perfume-laden  branches  of  its  beautiful  orchards,  and 
witnessed  the  anomaly  of  a  real  working  queen  bee  in  a  hive 
where  there  seemed  to  be  no  idlers,  and  where  sweetest  honey  is 
abundantly  stored  for  use  of  the  starving  far  away.  Darien  was 
the  home  of  our  missionary,  Miss  Wheeler,  of  Japan. 

The  next  day  at  Flushing,  L.I.,  earnest  hearts  gave  sympathetic 
response  to  the  story  of  those  who  are  sitting  in  darkness,  and  of 
our  efforts  to  convey  life  and  light  to  the  benighted.  The  quiet 
evening  hours  of  May  12  were  spent  with  our  dear  Mrs.  Edwards 
in  New  York,  followed  by  an  early  morning  farewell  on  the 
steamer's  deck,  as  she  steadfastly  and  bravely  set  her  face  toward 
Africa.  Shall  we  not  pray  for  her  ?  Shall  we  not  send  out  our 
sympathies,  like  silent  attendants  upon  the  long,  long,  weary 
voyage,  to  gather  about  her  as  she  takes  up  anew  her  work  in  that 
dark  land,  and  to  call  down  blessings  which  shall  be  as  "  the  con- 
tinual dew  of  the  heavenly  grace ' '  upon  Inanda  Seminary  V 

Two  days  were  spent  among  the  grand  old  hills  of  Berkshire 
County,  in  communion  with  sisters  in  Pittsfield  and  Lenox,  who, 
counting  the  present  the  day  of  small  things  in  their  foreign  work, 
are  yet  hopefully  looking,  and  bravely  working,  toward  the  larger 
things  which  the  future  surely  holds  in  store  for  them.  A  largely 
attended  meeting  was  held  in  Pittsfield,  where  the  theme  was  Tur- 
key, its  women  and  their  needs;  and  another,  a  parlor  gathering, 
where  Syria  and  Turkey  made  mutual  salaams,  and  sang  and 
talked,  in  costume,  for  the  benefit  of  many  eager  eyes  and  ears.  A 
few  earnest  words  were  also  spoken  by  Miss  Williams  to  the  gath- 
ered school-family  at  Maplewood. 

Next  day  came  hearty  farewells  at  the  end  of  our  tour.  Pleas- 
ant memories  long  will  linger  of  the  delightful'  households  where 
Christian  hospitality  has  made  glad  our  hearts  with  welcome,  and 
crowned  our  partings  with  gracious  benedictions ;  and  our  hope  is 
strengthened  by  the  sight  we  have  had  of  faithful  gleaners  in  hid- 
den nooks  and  corners,  as  well  as  of  brave  reapers,  who,  in  more 
open  fields,  are  bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day. 

Time  fails  to  speak  of  the  fragrant  sacrifice  of  one  who  brought 
a  family  treasure,  whose  fine  gold  was  new  in  1776,  as  an  offering 
to  the  dear  Lord  through  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions ;  of 
another  who  made  a  yet  choicer  offering  —  herself —  to  the  cause : 
but  these  and  others  are  written  in  the  book  of  remembrance 
which  is  kept  by  Him  who  never  forgets  or  overlooks  the  smallest 
tribute  of  loving  devotion,  and  who  will  bring  all  to  light  in  the 
day  when  he  maketh  up  his  jewels.  M.  B.  N. 
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Wit  %  Cljillr. 

BY  MRS.    G.    W.    SARGENT. 

There  are  voices,  far-off  voices, 
From  the  islands  of  the  sea, 

Borne  by  soft  and  gentle  breezes; 
And  they  seem  to  say  to  me,  — 

Sister,  hasten,  come  and  help  us; 

Dark  the  paths  our  feet  have  trod, 
Groping  blindly  for  the  pathway 

Leading  us  to  heaven  and  God. 

And  my  spirit  yearns  within  me 
For  my  sisters  far  away, 

Fainting  for  the  bread  of  heaven, 
Longing  for  the  light  of  day. 

Is  there  nothing  I  can  give  them, 
Feeble  though  my  hands  may  be  ? 

Some  sweet  word  of  hope  and  comfort 
I  would  send  far  o'er  the  sea. 

I  would  tell  them  how  my  Father, 
From  his  blessed  home  on  high, 

Looks  with  tender  love  and  pity, 
Arid  will  hear  them  when  they  cry 

I  would  tell  them  how  my  Saviour 
Took  away  my  load  of  sin ; 

And  I  know  that  they  would  gladly 
Let  the  blessed  Jesus  in. 

Lord,  thy  fields  are  white  to  harvest, 
And  the  laborers  are  few : 

'Tis  but  little  I  can  give  thee, 
Little  that  my  hands  can  do. 

Take  the  life  that  thou  hast  given  me; 

Take  the  powers  thy  love  bestows; 
Use  thy  child  among  the  gleaners, 

Till  my  life's  last  day  shall  close. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
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RECEIPTS  FROM  APRIL  18  TO  MAY  18,   1876 

MRS*  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  TREASURER. 

Broolcline.  —  A  friend, 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.—  Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Greenville, 
Aux.,  $30;  Portland,  Aux., 
add'l,  $1.50:  "State  St.  Ch. 
Mission-Circle,"  $80.04;  Plym- 
outh Ch.,  "Penny-Gatherers," 
$18;  Bridgeton,  Aux..  $10; 
Bath,  Miss  A.L.  P.,  $10;  Booth- 
bay,  Aux.,  $10;  North  Booth- 
bay  Aux.,  $6.37;  Lebanon 
Centre,  Aux.,  $16 ;  Solon,  Aux., 
$  10 ;  Bangor  1st  Parish  Mission- 
Circle,  of  wh.  $25  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  Sophia  Stackpole,  $30 
Aux.,  add'l,  $3.50, 

Tremont.  —  A  friend, 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$225  41 
25  00 

$250  41 


Marlborough.  — Aux. 


$14  47 


Total,  $14  47 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  Treas.,  Enosburg,  Aux., 
$42;  Chester,  Aux.,  $13.25;  St. 
Johnsburv,  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
$29.88;  Franklin,  Aux.,  $2.50; 
Rutland,  Aux..  $24;  Barnet, 
Aux.,  $8;  Bradford,  Aux.,  $6; 
Chelsea,  Aux.,  $13;  Danville, 
Aux.,  $16,  $154  63 

St.  Johnsbury.  —  Miss  S.  T.  Cross- 
man,  5  00 

Stretford.  —  Mrs.  A.  H.  Fair  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Julia  Par- 
melee,  Erzroom,  Turkey,  25  00 

Total,  $184  63 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amherst.  —  2d  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $6  08 
Boston.  —  A  thank-offering,  $10; 
a  friend,  $1;  "Little  Girls' 
Prayer-Meeting,"  $1.03;  Eliza 
and  Henry,  $1.17;  Central  Ch. 
Mission-Circles,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Miss  Mary  Topliff  to  const. 
L.M.  Miss  Clara  Dennison. 
$473.83 ;  Old  So.  Ch.  Aux.,  add'l ' 
$68;  Berkeley  St.  Ch.,  a  friend, 
to  const.  L.M.'s  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Torrey,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt,  $50; 
a  friend,  $10;  Ladies'  Monthly 
Pledge,  $13.25 ;  Park  St.  Ch.,  of 
wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Ezra  Farns- 
worth  to  const.  L.M.  Miss  Alice 
Farnsworth,  $144;  Shawmut 
Ch.,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Whittemore 
for  the  Kioto  Home,  Japan, 
$25,  797  28 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Highland 
Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to  const. 
L.M.  Mrs.  John  Hall,  $25  by 
Mrs.  S.  N.  Stockwell  to  const. 
L.M.  Marie  Louise  Stockwell,  100  88 
Bradford.  —  Aux.,  23  00 

Brockton.  —  Aux.,  100  00 


$        40 

Cohasset.  —Aux.,  10  00 

Dedham. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.M.  Miss  Sarah  K. 
Burgess,  $100;  Sarah's  mite- 
box  for  Kioto  Home,  $10,  110  00 

Dorchester.  —  Village  Ch.,  Aux.,      50  00 

East  Falmouth. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Perry  to  const, 
herself  L.M.,  for  Kioto  Home, 

Framingham.  —  Young  Ladies' 
Mission-Circle, 

Haverhill.  —  Aux.,  $52.60;  Pen- 
tucket  Mission-Circle,  $30, 

Ipswich.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.M. 
Mrs.  Edwin  Palmer, 

Jamaica  Plain.— "Wide  A  wakes,'' 
towards  sal'y  of  Mrs.  Bissell, 

Medfield.  —  Mrs.  S.  B.  C,  $5;  a 
friend,  $3 ;  "  Morning-Glories," 
$10, 

Merrimac.  —  Aux., 

Middleborough.  —  Cong.  Ch., 

Montague.  —  Aux. , 

Natick.—A  friend, 

Newton.  —  Eliot  Ch.,  for  sal'y  of 
Mrs.  Capron,  $604;  for  Kioto 
Home,  $100, 

Newton  Centre.  —  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert R.  Bishop,  Mrs.  Geo.  P. 
Davis, 

North  Abington.  — Cong.  Ch.,  $3; 
"  Merry  Workers,"  $5, 

North  Brookfield.  —  Aux.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Abby  W. 
Johnson, 

Pittsfield.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  Henrv  L. 
Dawes,  $25  by  Mrs.  H.  M.  Hurd 
to  const,  herself  L.M.,  "  Snow- 
flakes,"  Kioto  Home,  $5, 

Plymouth.  —  • '  Mary  Allerton 
Mission-Circle," 

Salem.  —  Crombie  St.  Ch., 

Sandivich.  —Aux., 

Saugus.  —  A  friend, 

Saxonville.  —  Edwards  Ch.,  Aux., 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,  Treas.,  Spring- 
field So.  Ch.,  $37.14;  1st  Ch. 
"Cheerful  Givers,"  $4;  West 
Springfield,  Park  Ch.,  $71.65; 
West  Granville,  $6.50;  Belch- 
ertown,  "Bird's  Nest,"  $2.50, 

Wareham.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.M.  Mrs.  A.  F.  Gibbs, 
for  Kioto  Home, 

West  Newton.  —  Ladies'  Prayer- 
Meeting, 

Williamstoicn.  — Aux..  of  wh.  $10 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  Pierce  for 
Kioto  Home, 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Geo.  W.  Russell,  Treas.,  Clin- 
ton, Aux.,  $30.18;  Athol,Aux., 
$31 ;  Petersham,  Aux  ,  $5 ; 
Barre,  Aux.  to  const.  L.M.  Mrs. 
Rensleare  Johnson,  $25, 


25  60 
11  00 


82  60 
25  00 


72  00 


18  00 
41  60 
14  00 
18  32 
1  00 


704  00 


63  40 
8  00 


25  00 


63  84 

40  00 
50  00 
20  00 
5  00 
15  50 


121 


30  00 
6  00 


11  00 


91  18 


Total, 


$2,761  47 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas.,  Prov- 
idence, Central  Ch.  (of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  F.  W.  Carpenter  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  K.  Hall, 
$25  by  Mrs.  A.  D.  Lockwood 
to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Edith 
Danielson,  $25  by  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Talcott  to  const.  L.  M.,  Mrs. 
Martha  Bronnell,  Hartford, 
Ct.,  $25  by  Mrs.  Greenough  to 
const,  herself  L.M.,  $25  by  Mrs. 
Lathrop  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Ellen  Haskell),  $325;  FreeCh., 
B.  R.  Ceylon,  $35;  Union  Ch., 
"Mission  Helpers"  for  sch's 
Orfo  &  Kessab,  $100;  Petta- 
consett  "Mission-Circle,"  $7,  $467  00 


Total, 


CONNECTICUT. 


$467  00 


Greenwich.—  2d  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux,,  $25  00 
New  Haven  Branch.  — Miss  Julia 
Twining.  Treas.,  Bethlehem 
towards  Marsovan  scholarship, 
$10;  Birmingham  (of  wh.  $60 
to  support  one  pupil  each  at 
Madura  and  Inanda,  and  $25 
from  Dea.  Shelton  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  G.  W.  Shelton),  $85; 
Bridgeport  S.  S.  of  North  Ch., 
of  wh.  $60  to  support  a  pupil 
each  at  Madura  and  Inanda, 
$75;  Danbury  towards  Mrs.  Be 
Forest's  salary,  of  wh.  $15  from 
Miss  Mary  Bichard  towards  L. 
M'ship,  $122;  E.  Haddam, 
"Willing  Helpers,"  for  Miss 
Strong's  school,  $25;  Haddam, 
Young  Ladies'  Miss.  Asso.,  for 
Miss  Strong's  school,  $25; 
Madison,  towards  a  share  in  the 
Marsovan  school  building,  $10; 
Middle  Haddam,  towards  Miss 
Strong's  salary,  $13;  Middle 
Haddam  S.  S.  of  2d  Ch.,  for 
Miss  Strong's  school,  $20;  Mid- 
dletown,  South  Ch.,  to  com- 
plete py't  for  sch.-ship  at  Dako- 
ta Home,  $25 ;  Morris,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Ensign, 
$27;  Mount  Carmel,  $25;  Nau- 
gatuck  for  a  sch.-ship  at  Mar- 
sovan, $40;  New  Britain, 
"  Cheerful  Givers,"  for  tuition 
of  Yegripet,  support  assumed 
by  Mrs.  Schneider,  $10;  New 
Haven,  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer 
(of  wh.  $25  from  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Prudden  to  const,  his  mother, 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Prudden,  L.  M., 
$25  from  Mrs.  H.  D.  Clarke  to 
const.  Miss  Emily  A.  Bradley 
L.M.),  $81.60;  College  St.  Ch., 
$13;  Fair  Haven,  1st  Ch.,  of 
wh.  $30  fr.  "Lilies  of  the  Val- 
ley" towards  Mrs.  De  Forest's 
sal.,  $40;  Howard  Av.  Ch., 
$8.05;  North  Ch.,  $11.50;  Third 


Ch.  S.  S.,  (of  wh.  $30  for  a  sch.- 
ship  at  Marsovan,  $20  for  a 
pupil  at  Ahmednuggur),  $50; 
New  Milford,  $5.50;  Norfolk, 
$10;  North  Haven,  from  Miss 
Cynthia  E.  Dayton,  to  const, 
herself  L.  M.,  $25;  Roxbury, 
$60;  Saybrook,  $10.22;  Sharon, 
$14.05;  South  Norwalk,  T.  L. 
M.  Band,  for  Marsovan  sch.- 
ship,  $40;  Thomaston,  "Free 
Givers"  to  support  a  pupil  at 
Foochow  (of  wh.  $25  from  Mr. 
G.  W.  Gilbert,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Sadie  C.  Gilbert),  $52; 
Trumbull  (of  wh.  $25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  C.  Newell  Brins- 
made,  the  remainder  towards 
another  L.  M.),  $34;  Water- 
bury  "  Five  Brothers,"  towards 
p'g't  for  pupil  at  Ahmednuggur, 
$455;  West  Haven,  $14;  West 
Haven, "  Miss.  Seed-Planters," 
for  Mrs.  Hume's  school  in 
India,  $5;  Westville,  $25; 
Wilton,  to  support  a  B.  R.  in 
the  Mahratta  field,  a  pupil  at 
Foochow,  and  a  sch.-ship  at 
the  Dakota  Home  (of  wh.  $25 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Robert  F. 
B.  Easton  of  South  Wilton), 
$135;  Woodbury,  North  Ch., 
$5;  Miss  Mary  M.  Maltby,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Jane  A. 
Maltby,  $25;  Mrs.  W.  H.,  in 
addition  to  $10  previously  sent 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Noble,  $15,  $1,190  47 

Talcotville. —  "  Merry  Workers," 
"  Willing  Helpers  "  (of  wh.  $10 
for  Kioto  Home,  $25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hill),  $30; 
pupil  at  Mandapasalie,  66  50 


Total, 

NEW  YORK. 


$1,281  97 


Flushing,  L.I.  —  "  Macgregor- 
Hall  Gatherers' "  for  work 
under  Mrs.  D.  Reemer,  Ceylon,  $75  Oo 

Franklin.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.  S.  S.,      15  00 

New  York  City.  —  "  Cheerful 
Workers,"  salary  Miss  Bush, 
Harpoot,  337  00 

Osioego.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  $1; 
Haynes  L.  Hart,  $5,  6  00 


Total, 


$433  00 


WISCONSIN. 

Maiden  Bock.  —  Mrs.  Lucy  Grut- 
teaux,  $2  00 


Total, 


General  Funds, 
"  Life  and  Light, 
Weekly  Pledge, 
Leaflets, 


$2  00 

$5,394  95 

203  27 

6  70 

1  06 


Total,  $5,605  98 

Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treat. 


CHINA. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  PORTER. 

Peking,  Jan.  31, 1876. 

.  .  .  We  have  just  passed  the  Chinese  New  Year,  and  our  school 
is  dismissed  for  a  fortnight's  vacation,  half  of  which  has  already 
passed.  A  number  of  the  girls  have  no  home  to  go  to ;  and  some 
who  have  prefer  to  remain  here  :  so  we  have  still  quite  a  family 
to  care  for;  but  they  have  no  regular  tasks,  and  all  the  routine  of 
school-life  is  broken  up. 

The  months  since  I  wrote  you  have  been  quietly  busy,  and  in 
some  respects  eventful  ones.  I  can  but  feel,  that,  in  the  years  to 
come,  we  shall  look  back  upon  this  year  as  one  in  which  our  school 
took  a  new  position,  and  as  a  starting-point  for  much  good.  Two 
of  our  first  class  have  left  us  during  the  last  term,  to  go  to  heathen 
homes,  as  the  wives  of  heathen  husbands.  I  have  written  you 
before  what  a  sad  disappointment  to  our  hopes,  and  great  grief,  the 
constant  repetition  of  such  things  is ;  and  as  we  saw  the  time  ap- 
proaching for  Ruth,  the  most  lovely  and  conscientious  of  our  pupils, 
to  leave  us  so,  it  seemed  almost  more  than  we  could  bear.  As  the 
day  for  the  wedding  drew  near,  our  anxiety  increased,  lest  the  dear 
girl  should  not  have  strength  to  resist  the  strong  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  her  by  her  friends,  and  should  take  part  in  the 
heathen  rites  connected  with  the  marriage-ceremony. 

We  made  the  matter  a  subject  of  especial  prayer;  and  I  wrote 
her-  a  letter,  urging  upon  her,  with  all  the  affection  and  tenderness 
I  could  show,  the  duty  of  "  witnessing  for  Jesus."  Her  father-in- 
law  is  in  Mr.  Hunt's  employ:  so  we  have  some  hold  upon  him;  and 
I  used  all  my  influence  with  him  to  secure  her  from  temptation  or 
persecution.  God  was  better  to  us  than  our  fears;  and  the  heathen 
relatives  so  far  yielded  to  our  wishes,  as  not  to  prepare  the  custom- 
ary altar  to  heaven  and  earth  with  the  offerings  of  fruits  and 
sweetmeats  upon  it,  and  not  to  require  the  customary  prostrations. 
I  received  a  sweet,  frank  letter  from  the  bride  a  few  days  after  her 
marriage,  full  of  joy  at  the  goodness  of  God.     She  has  visited  us 
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several  times  since,  and,  we  hope,  is  not  to  be  cut  off  from  intercourse 
with  us.  If  you  could  see  our  dear  Ruth,  her  sweet  face  all  lighted 
up  with  gladness  at  coming  home,  you  wouldn't  wonder  that  we  love 
her,  or  that  it  is  a  trial  of  faith  to  see  her  placed  where,  however 
brightly  her  light  may  shine,  it  can  reach  so  few.  Her  husband 
called  to  give  us  the  .New  Year's  salutations:  he  is  a  pleasant 
young  man  in  the  employ  of  the  government  printing-office.  I 
entirely  disregarded  all  Chinese  proprieties  in  my  conversation  with 
him,  and  did  such  a  yery  shocking  thing  as  to  inquire  for  his  wife, 
and  congratulate  him  on  having  so  lovable  and  attractive  an  one. 
I  really  think  the  dear  child  has  a  happy  home,  and  that  he*r  hus- 
band and  father  are  kind  to  her.  I  speak  of  this  as  if  it  were 
unusual.  It  is  indeed.  A  native  woman  said  to  me  only  Saturday, 
"  If  a  husband  wants  to  be  good  to  his  wife,  he  is  ashamed  to:  if 
he  does  not  beat  and  revile  her,  .every  one  will  laugh  at  him. ' ' 

Soon  after  Ruth  left  us,  another  of  the  Christian  girls  was  taken 
away  to  be  married.  In  this  case,  I  knew  there  was  no  hope  of 
influencing  the  friends:  it  was  the  simple  question,  Would  the  girl 
refuse  to  kneel  when  led  to  the  altar,  or  would  she  yield  ?  When  I 
talked  with  her,  her  quiet  answer  always  was,  "  I  dare  not  promise: 
I  trust  God  will  give  me  strength."  We  wept  and  prayed 
together;  but  I  trembled  for  the  word  we  might  hear.  You  can 
imagine  our  gratitude  when  the  tidings  came  to  us,  confirmed  by 
most  unwilling  witnesses,  that  she  stood  through  all  the  ceremony, 
simply  and  quietly  declaring,  in  answer  to  all  questions,  "The 
disciples  of  Jesus  cannot  worship  heaven  and  earth."  The  heathen 
all  about  are  asking,  ' '  How  do  they  bewitch  the  girls  in  that 
school?     They  appear  so  docile  and  gentle,  but  are  so  obstinate." 

Two  more  of  our  girls  are  to  be  married  within  a  year.  Both 
have  already  informed  their  friends  that  they  will  have  no  part  in 
heathen  rites,  and  I  believe  the  example  of  those  who  made  the 
first  stand  in  the  matter  will  establish  a  precedent  of  untold  impor- 
tance and  value.  Have  we  not  reason  to  raise  an  "Ebenezer," 
and  magnify  the  goodness  of  the  Lord?  Another  of  our  first  class 
is  to  leave  us  at  the  close  of  the  vacation  to  become  a  teacher  in  a 
day  school  connected  with  the  English  Chinese  Mission:  she  will 
be  under  Mrs.  Collins,  of  whom  I  have  written  you  before,  and  we 
trust  may  be  both  useful  and  happy  in  her  new  position. 

A  spirit  of  tenderness  and  interest  in  the  truth  has  pervaded  our 
family  for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  and  we  hope  that  a  number 
of  the  children  have  consecrated  their  lives  to  the  Saviour.     Two 
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were  baptized  two  days  ago;  and  we  expect  others  to  unite  with  the 
church  very  soon.  Our  prayer-meetings  have  been  precious  seasons, 
and  all  our  intercourse  with  our  dear  girls  has  in  it  a  new  joy. 
Yesterday  (Sunday)  every  leisure  moment  that  I  had  was  spent  in 
listening  to  the  simple  accounts,  from  one  and  another,  of  what  they 
had  been  trying  to  do  for  Jesus  during  the  week  they  had  been  at 
home.  Some  said  all  that  they  could  do  was  to  sing  hymns,  their 
friends  wouldn't  listen  to  reading  or  talking;  but  others  told  of 
reading  the  Scriptures;  and  one,  of  praying  with  her  friends  at  their 
own  request.  One  dear  little  child  —  so  shy  and  shrinking,  that  it 
is  only  by  a  great  deal  of  encouragement  that  she  can  be  induced 
to  talk  with  me  —  said  she  had  told  her  mother  of  her  wish  to  be 
baptized,  and  had  been  met  by  angry  opposition.  I  saw  the 
mother  this  morning,  and  tried  to  talk  with  her  on  the  subject;  but 
she  made  a  number  of  excuses,  and  finally  said,  "  Well,  if  her 
father  and  all  her  relations  consent,  I  will  not  object." 

The  semi-annual  examination  of  our  school  took  place  just 
before  vacation.  The  scholars  were  roused  to  unusual  exertion  in 
preparation  for  it,  and  studied  early  and  late  the  preceding  fort- 
night. One  of  the  girls  finished  the  memorizing  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, and  I  think  could  now  repeat  almost  any  chapter  in  it. 
She  has  also  learned  the  Psalms.  All  were  examined  on  some 
portion  of  Scripture  committed  to  memory,  and  some  division  of 
Scripture  history  studied  by  topics,  besides  the  Chinese  classics. 
Arithmetic  and  geography,  and  a  simple  manual  of  theology,  were 
studied  by  the  elder  girls.  They  write,  too,  the  native  character 
and  Romanized  colloquial;  so  that  the  hours  were  very  jiull  in  which 
we  tried  to  give  a  little  review  of  the  work  of  the  past  six  months. 
You  have  doubtless  learned  from  the  "  Herald,"  ere  this,  of  the  loss 
our  mission  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Gulick.  When  we 
parted  with  her  last  September,  as  she  passed  through  Peking  with 
Mr.  Gulick,  on  her  way  to  Japan,  we  knew  that  it  was  very  possible 
they  might  never  return  to  labor  with  us ;  but  we  hoped  that  she 
at  least  might  have  many  years  of  service  in  the  Master's  cause. 
But  our  Father,  who  knows  far  better  the  needs  of  the  vineyard  than 
we,  has  called  her  to  himself.  She  was  the  first  lady  of  the  mission 
with  whom  I  became  intimately  acquainted  on  my  arrival  in  China, 
and  through  all  these  years  has  been  to  me  a  loving,  unselfish 
friend.  You  saw  her  in  Evanston,  and  must  have  learned,  from 
even  a  few  hours'  visit,  to  appreciate  her  rare  -devotion  to  the 
cause  of  Christ  in  China  and  Mongolia. 
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As  you  saw  her  then,  she  was  always,  — never  too  weary  to 
spring  at  the  first  call  for  aid  in  doing  good,  utterly  self -forgetful, 
and  so  intent  upon  one  object,  that  she  overcame  obstacles  which  to 
many  of  us  would  have  seemed  insurmountable.  She  found  her 
way  into  homes  which  more  cautious  workers  could  not  enter,  and 
leaves  a  vacancy  which  no  one  else  can  fill.  When  she  went  to 
Japan,  she  left  little  Martha  here  under  Mrs.  Collins's  care,  study- 
ing with  Mrs.  Collins's  two  little  daughters.  She  is  still  there,  and 
I  do  not  know  what  are  Mr.  Gulick  plans  for  her  future.  .  .  . 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 


LETTER  FROM  MISS  SHATTUCK. 

AiNTAB,  Jan.  13,  1876. 

The  last  week  in  December,  in  company  with  Miss  Proctor,  I 
visited  Killis,  a  city  of  considerable  size,  twelve  miles  from  Ain- 
tab.  We  started  about  eleven,  a.m.,  and,  nicely  "bundled  up," 
suffered  not  at  all  from  the  cold;  the  raw  wind  being  at  our  backs. 
It  was  really  the  first  opportunity  I  had  had  for  visiting  with  Miss 
Proctor,  so  busy  had  we  each  been  in  our  work  since  her  arrival, 
Oct.  26.  We  chatted  incessantly;  and  it  was  a  rich  feast  to  me 
to  hear  the  many  items  of  interest  regarding  her  visit  to  America, 
her  journeys,  her  old  and  new  friends,  &c. 

Just  at  dark,  we  reached  a  little  miserable  Moslem  village,  and 
put  up  at  the  khaan,  which  I  would  like  to  show  you,  —  a  small 
room  comparatively,  one  end  raised  somewhat,  with  a  fireplace, 
but  no  window.  Here  we  curtained  off  a  corner,  and  put  up  our 
travelling-beds  for  sleep,  after  eating  our  supper  from  napkins 
spread  in  our  laps,  with  six  or  eight  men  gazing  at  us,  and  asking 
our  servant  all  manner  of  questions  about  us.  After  the  men  had 
left  us,  we  were  not  alone;  for  at  the  other  end  of  the  room  were 
some  eight  or  ten  cows,  calves,  horses,  &c,  and  all  about  us  were 
fleas  innumerable.  But  you  have  heard  the  story  often,  doubtless. 
I  need  not  say  more,  only  that  we  could  not  sleep,  until,  near  morn- 
ing, weary  with  tossing,  and  breathing  the  close,  unclean  air,  we 
each  found  sleep  for  about  one  hour.  Glad  to  start  with  morning 
light,  we  reached  the  house  of  Pastor  Gergose  about  noon,  and 
received  a  hearty  welcome  from  him  and  his  wife  and  Menoosh,  one 
of  my  last  year's  graduates,  who  began  teaching  last  July.  We 
had  a  good  chat  around  the  pot  of  coals  during  the  noon  recess; 
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but  the  story  was  a  sad  one  in  some  respects.  Last  August,  when 
I  passed  through  the  city  from  my  mountain  tour,  Menoosh,  full 
of  hope  and  joy,  was  working  in  her  school  with  about  forty 
pupils,  all  nicely  classified,  and  making  good  progress.  A  boy's 
school,  too,  numbered  about  thirty;  but  the  fearful  sickness  of  the 
season  —  in  that  place  taking  the  form  of  fever  rather  than  of 
cholera  —  had  so  far  reduced  the  number  of  the  pupils  as  to  make 
it  best  to  have  but  one  school  for  the  winter.  She  had  only 
seventeen  or  eighteen  daily  in  that.  They  counted  sixty- five 
absent  ones  unable  to  attend  school.  During  the  two-days'  visit, 
I  went  into  about  a  dozen  houses,  and  there  I  saw  some  of  the 
many  sufferers.  One  family  comas  to  mind  so  vividly,  —  a  pale, 
weak  mother  trying  to  do  a  little  mending;  five  half-sick  chil- 
dren about  her,  some  able  to  sit  up  in  their  beds  while  we  wef% 
there;  but  two,  falling  back,  and  drawing  their  comforters  over 
them,  showed  how  weak  they  were.  One  little  one  had  died 
recently,  they  said.  Another  house  showed  a  "  home  without  a 
mother;"  four  pretty  children,  though  pale  and  emaciated,  show- 
ing what  they  had  suffered.  One  was  trying  to  cook  a  little  food 
for  them.  So  I  might  tell  of  many;  bufr  it  was  a  joy  to  see  the 
earnest  pastor  looking  after  his  flock  with  so  much  faithfulness, 
and  though  the  meetings  were,  of  course,  not  fully  attended  in 
such  circumstances,  the  Word  was  given  from  house  to  house  in 
his  daily  ministrations,  and  we  saw  of  its  fruit  in  many  instances. 

Our  journey  home  was  through  much  difficulty,  a  storm  begin- 
ning just  after  we  started,  that  continued  incessantly  through  the 
long  twelve  hours  and  a  half,  that  took  us  far  into  the  dark  ere  we 
reached  home;  and  the  mud  and  rain  quite  prevented  the  usual 
relief  from  the  saddle  by  walking.  But  we  had  our  home  comforts 
for  the  night,  and  were  tolerably  rested  on  the  morrow.  We 
helped  entertain  between  two  and  three  hundred  callers,  school 
children  included,  next  day  (New  Year's),  and  enjoyed  it  much. 
To  me,  however,  it  was,  what  it  was  not  to  any  of  my  associates,  a 
constant  reminder  of  last  New  Year's  Day,  when  in  the  different 
groups  were  faces  seen  no  more  since  the  Destroyer  took  his  three 
thousand  by  cholera  from  us  this  summer.  They  said  to  me,  as 
the  same  thought  came  over  them,  ' '  These  [my  associates]  all 
were  in  America  while  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  affliction."  — 
"Yes"  I  replied;  "but  we  tasted  the  preciousness  of  God's 
presence  as  they  could  not." 

Our  one  week  of  vacation  ended,  we  are  all  again  at  our  work 
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in  school,  our  study,  our  attendance  of  meetings  in  different  locali- 
ties. Meetings  held  during  the  week  of  prayer  were  quite  well 
attended,  though  without  the  same  interest  as  during  the  special 
season  at  cholera  time. 


DAKOTA. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  COLLIN'S. 

Fort  Sully,  D.  T.,  March  1, 1876. 

It  hardly  seems  possible  that  the  winter  is  past.  But  it  is  so. 
It  has  been  a  very  short,  pleasant  season  to  us.  I  suppose  now, 
the  long  hot  days  will  soon  be  here.  This  is  a  very  hot  place  in 
summer;  very  little  rain,  and  no  trees  to  make  a  shade:  but,  if  we 
"  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty,"  what  matters  it? 

I  feel  that  this  winter's  work  has  not  been  in  vain.  I  have 
taught  all  winter,  and  my  school  has  constantly  increased.  I  now 
have  one  girl  who  has  learned  to  read  and  write  a  little.  She 
attends  very  regularly,  and  is  quite  studious.  Several  girls  have 
attended  less  regularly.  Three  boys  have  learned  to  read  pretty 
well.  One,  the  smart  boy,  named  "  Yelling  in  the  Woods^"  has 
learned  to  read  and  write;  so  that  he  is  able  to  write  a  letter  now. 
I  only  learn  as  fast  as  the  children  do ;  for  it  is  all  I  can  do  to 
translate  their  lessons,  besides  the  sewing-school  work.  Miss 
Whipple  is  studying  her  lessons  now  for  school  to-night.  We 
teach  reading,  writing,  geography,  and  the  Bible,  numbers  also. 
At  present,  we  have  an  Indian  boy  with  us.  He  is  very  willing  to 
work,  and  is  anxious  to  learn;  studies  very  hard.  This  morning 
our  Bible  lesson  was  concerning  God's  care  over  us;  and  "  Chuma- 
hen  "  seemed  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that  God  cared  for 
us,  that  the  hairs  of  our  heads  were  numbered.  And  when  I 
said,  "  God  loves  you  also,"  his  face  lighted  up;  and,  after  I  left 
him,  he  read  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  I  trust  the  Holy  Spirit 
accompanied  the  words,  and  that  he  soon  may  come  into  the 
light.  God's  word  is  always  a  safe  teacher,  and  a  successful  one. 
I  rejoice  that  a  few  of  these  boys  can  learn  of  him  through  his 
word.  To-day  it  is  quite  cold,  and  a  deep  snow  on  the  ground, 
the  only  one  we  have  had  this  winter. 

In  the  sewing-school,  the  women  have  a  very  social  time,  as  well 
as  a  busy  one.  They  are  doing  nicely  with  their  quilts.  Quite 
a  number  have  completed  the  upper  part:  there  are  about  forty, 
in  all,  now  under  way. 
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In  the  summer,  we  cannot  do  very  much  missionary  work;  for 
the  Indians  go  off  on  trips,  and  farm,  &c.  But  we  shall  find 
enough  to  do. 


WHO  WILL  COME  TO   THE  RESCUE? 

BY   MISS   RANKIN. 

"  A  fallestg-off  in  funds  for  the  missionary  treasury  "  is  her- 
alded from  various  quarters.  The  reasons  given  are,  that  "the 
times  are  hard,  money  is  scarce,  and  there  necessarily  must  be  a 
retrenchment  of  expenses." 

True;  but  where  is  the  proper  place  to  begin  retrenchment? 
Where  will  there  be  the  least  actual  suffering  from  so  curtailing 
outlays  as  to  meet  the  financial  pressure  of  the  times  ? 

It  can  not,  must  not,  be  the  missionary  treasury,  wherein  the 
interests  of  precious,  immortal  souls,  for  whom  Christ  died,  are 
involved,  especially  the  treasury  of  the  Woman's  Boards  of  Missions, 
from  which  have  issued  such  streams  of  blessing  into  the  world  of 
heathen  women.  By  these  organizations,  the  heart  of  the  heathen 
world  is  reached,  and  the  strongest  holds  of  Pagan  superstition  and 
idolatry  are  assailed.  This  work  so  nobly  begun  would  be  greatly 
hindered  by  the  f  alling-off  of  contributions ;  and  lest  such  a  dire 
calamity  should  befall  the  Woman's  Boards,  so  that  they  would  be 
constrained  to  curtail  their  work,  I  feel  constrained  to  make  an 
urgent  appeal  to  the  Christian  women  who  have  so  nobly  sustained 
them  in  times  past.  May  no  auxiliary  fail  to  furnish  its  full  quota 
of  funds  for  the  present  year !  By  a  little  exertion  and  resolute 
determination,  each  band  of  organized  women  can  maintain  the 
interest  by  urging  the  necessary  sacrifice  of  personal  gratification, 
rather  than  permit  the  Lord's  cause  to  suffer  during  this  trying 
crisis.  If  there  must  be  a  lessening  of  expenditure,  let  it  be  in 
worldly  indulgences,  not  where  interests  are  involved  high  as 
heaven,  deep  as  hell,  and  lasting  as  eternity. 

May  every  Christian  woman  of  our  auxiliary  societies  put  her 
hand  into  her  Saviour's,  and  pledge  her  utmost  efforts  to  avert  the 
curtailment  of  the  blessed  work  in  which  the  divine  heart  of  the 
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Redeemer  of  the  world  is  deeply  interested !  Let  the  full  amount 
of  money  flow  into  the  treasury,  till  no  want  is  felt  there,  and  not 
only  prevent  the  Woman's  Boards  from  diminishing  their  work, 
but  enable  them  greatly  to  enlarge  it,  until  the  millions  of  heathen 
women  who  are  still  sitting  in  darkness  receive  the  glad  tidings  of 
the  gospel  of  Christ. 

My  dear  Christian  sisters,  let  us  come  up  face  to  face  with  our 
blessed  Jesus,  and  ask  him  to  help  us  do  all  his  holy  will;  and,  in 
thus  waiting  upon  him,  our  souls  will  receive  an  impulse  which 
will  make  every  sacrifice  a  blessing  to  ourselves. 

Bloomjngton,  III. 


WORDS   FROM  MICHIGAN. 

"  They  that  feared  the  Lord  spake  often  one  to  another."  A 
pleasant  reminder  of  these  words  of  the  prophet  have  been  the 
Woman's  Missionary  meetings,  held  in  connection  with  the  gather- 
ings of  the  churches  in  some  of  the  conferences  of  Michigan. 
The  need  of  some  plan  of  systematic  organization,  such  as  is  an 
acknowledged  power  in  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Woman's 
Boards,  has  long  been  felt.  This  need  is  in  a  great  measure  met 
by  the  plan  of  conference  organizations. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  members  of  our  auxiliaries  can  never 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  or  even  of  the  branches  ;  yet 
they  greatly  need  to  take  counsel  one  with  another,  to  give  and 
receive  helps  over  hard  places.  These  semi-annual  meetings,  with 
their  pleasant  social  intercourse,  reports,  opportunities  for  counsel, 
and  seasons  of  prayer,  are  a  power.  Increased  intelligence  and 
inevitably  increased  interest  follow.  The  quickening  of  con- 
science and  strengthening  of  purpose  give  a  healthy  impetus  to 
the  work.  Like  the  scattered  embers  on  the  hearth,  left  alone, 
they  soon  fade  and  die  ;  brought  together,  they  send  a  warmth 
and  glow  throughout  the  room. 

Were  there  space,  I  would  like  to  tell  the  readers  of  "  Life  and 
Light  "  of  some  of  these  meetings,  — how,  in  one  place,  the  young 
ladies  had  decorated  the  room  with  flowers,  whose  perfume  and 
beauty  gave  tone  and  inspiration  to  the  whole  meeting  ;  how,  also, 
older  ladies,  who  had  never  attended  a  missionary  meeeting  save 
that  of  their  own  little  auxiliary,  went  away  refreshed  for  the 
Master's  service. 

In  another  place,  we  went  out  from  the  hallowed  influence  of  the 
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Lord's  Supper  into  an  upper  room,  — the  new  church  parlor,  tasteful 
and  inviting  in  all  its  appointments,  thus  delightfully  consecrated 
to  woman's  work.  A  glowing  meeting  of  two  hours  was  followed 
by  a  social,  in  which  the  ministers  and  delegates  of  the  conference 
participated. 

Let  me  here  record,  that  the  vice-president  of  this  conference 
left  the  bedside  of  her  mother,  where  she  had  been  watching  for 
weeks,  travelled  over  two  hundred  miles,  added  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  meeting  by  her  presence,  and  returned  the  day 
following  to  her  mother. 

In  yet  another,  the  cosey  parlor  of  a  Christian  home  was  gener- 
ously opened,  and  packed  full  by  Christian  women,  who  had  come 
to  plan  and  pray  for  those  who  know  not  the  precious  home  joys 
of  Christian  lands. 

The  reports  from  these  auxiliaries,  most  of  them  very  small, 
told  of  real  self-denial,  and  a  deep,  abiding  interest  in  this  part  of 
the  Master's  work.  One  dear  woman  from  a  home  of  toil  said, 
' '  This  work  is  an  inspiration  to  my  life.  I  am  seldom  able  to 
leave  my  home,  yet  I  feel,  that,  through  this  work  for  woman,  I 
place  my  hands  on  springs  of  action  that  move  the  nations." 

In  some  of  the  conferences,  the  pastors  invited  a  presentation 
of  the  cause,  and  pledged  themselves  to  hearty  co-operation. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord,  "In  those  days,  your  sons  and  your  daugh- 
ters shall  prophesy. ' ' 

~6>-®-!B~. 

AERIVAL. 

Miss  Barrows  and  Miss  Starkweather,  who  sailed  from  San 
Francisco  for  Japan  on  March  1,  reached  Yokohama  March  29,  after 
a  prosperous  voyage.  The  party  was  met  on  board  the  steamer  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greene,  who  welcomed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leavitt  to  their 
home;  while  the  hospitalities  of  the  Yokohama  Home,  with  which 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Pruyn  is  so  pleasantly  associated,  were  tendered 
to  Miss  Barrows  and  Miss  Starkweather  during  their  stay  in  the 
city.  Miss  Starkweather  writes,  under  date  of  April  4,  "We 
attended  the  Union  Church  last  sabbath,  doubly  memorable  as  our 
first  in  the  country,  and  as  that  on  which  the  proclamation  of  the 
sabbath  as  a  day  of  rest  to  those  in  government  service  in  Japan 
went  into  effect.  By  a  pleasing  coincidence,  the  bell  of  this 
church,  the  first  Protestant  bell  in  Japan,  rang  out  its  call  of  wel- 
come on  that  morning  for  the  first  time." 
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THE  MINNEAPOLIS  "HELPING  HANDS." 

They  met  last  sabbath  afternoon  with  India  for  a  subject. 
One  told  the  country,  its  climate,  &c.  Another  bounded  it ;  a 
third  brought  pictures  illustrating  it.  One  little  girl  read  a  paper, 
simple  and  childlike,  on  "Ways  of  Earning  Money;"  for  they 
are  pledged  not  to  bring  a  penny  which  they  do  not  earn  for  them- 
selves. Two  read  stories  about  Juggernaut  and  bridges  in  India; 
and  one  sweet  little  girl  told  charmingly  a  story  from  a  missionary 
letter,  about  the  children  in  missionary  boarding-schools.  Most  of 
the  others  gave  each  an  ' '  item  ' '  about  the  country.  They  desire 
to  pay  a  child's  expense  in  some  school. 


THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  OF  THE 
PACIFIC 

has  adopted  Mrs.  Watkins  of  Mexico,  and  Miss  Rappleye  of 
Turkey,  making,  with  Miss  Starkweather  of  Japan,  three  mission- 
aries in  all.  The  two  last  named  went  to  their  mission-fields  from 
California,  and  have  many  warm  friends  there.  The  members  of 
the  Board,  feeling  its  increased  ability  to  grasp  this  work,  and  bear 
more  of  its  burdens,  have  specially  requested  that  these  missiona- 
ries be  transferred  to  them,  that  they  may  call  them  their  very 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Meeting  of  Jackson  Conference, 
Michigan,  was  held  at  Union  City,  April  18.  This  pleasant  little 
town  is  at  the  extreme  limit  of  our  conference  bounds :  consequently 
not  as  many  ladies  were  there  from  abroad  as  we  could  have 
wished;  but  either  verbal  or  written  reports  were  given  from  all  the 
auxiliaries.  There  were  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  ladies  pres- 
ent, largely,  of  course,  from  Union  City.  This,  of  itself,  was  an 
encouragement  to  them,  as  they  said  they  had  never  seen  so  large 
a  company  of  ladies  together  there  before  on  any  occasion.  All 
seemed  to  be  intensely  interested.  Ladies  crowded  around,  after 
the  meeting,  to  tell  how  much  good  had  been  done,  and  that  they 
' '  felt  sure  they  should  do  better  another  year,  because  of  the 
meeting."  Several  remarked  that  they  had  never  before  attended 
any  meeting  of  the  kind,  except  their  own.  The  ladies  of  Union 
City  had  taken  unwearied  pains  to  make  it  pleasant  and  attractive 
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for  us:   the  church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  and 
plants,  and  trailing  vines. 

I  am  convinced  that  these  conference  meetings  are  an  important 
element  in  our  work,  and  should  be  made  much  of. 

M.  L.  K. 

»  ■  m 

1 '  Much  is  said  in  these  days  of  the  uselessness  of  foreign  mis- 
sions. '  How,'  it  is  asked,  '  can  a  handful  of  men  and  women  hope 
to  convert  a  whole  nation  of  idolaters  ?  '  When  the  fishermen  of 
Galilee  went  forth  to  the  conquest  of  a  whole  world  lying  in  dark- 
ness, they,  it  would  seem,  might  well  have  deemed  the  task  a 
hopeless  one;  but  behold,  to-day,  two  continents  across  whose 
length  and  breadth  the  Lord's  day  is  ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of 
sweet  and  peaceful  bells,  proclaiming,  to  all  who  hear  them,  the 
fact  of  the  success  of  these  men,  under  God,  in  their  apparently 
hopeless  undertaking,  and  of  the  triumph  of  Christianity  over  the 
then  heathen  portions  of  the  world. ' ' 


'  Dole  not  thy  duties  out  to  God, 
But  let  thy  hand  be  free : 
Look  long  at  Jesus  —  his  sweet  blood, 
How  was  it  dealt  to  thee?  "  —  Faber. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF     MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  April,  15,  1876,  to  May  15,  1876. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BBADLEY,  Treasurer. 

ohio.  D.  Noble,  and  Miss  Lydia  Ban- 

som,  L.  M.'s,  $80  00 

Akron.  —  Aux.,  $10  00       Pittsfield.  — Axxx.,  for  pupil  at 

Atwater. —  Mission-circle,  6  35          Marash,                                           10  00 

Charlestown. — Aux.,  for  Japan 

Home,  10  00                                        Total, 

Chatham  Centre. —  Aux.,  to  com- 
plete share  in  Japan  Home,  9  50                               MICHIGAN, 

Cleveland.  —  Plymouth  Church,  Chelsea.  —  Aux. , 

Aux.,  42  20       Farwell.  —  Miss  Mary  S.  Fletch 

Columbus. — 1st  Cong.  Ch.,  50  00           er, 

Edinburg.— Aux.,  10  00       Flint.  —  Aux. ,  f or  asst.  in  Samo- 

Hudson,  —Woman's  Union  Miss.  kov   school,  $15.92;     Sunday 

Soc,  1  15          School,  §20, 

Kent.  —  Aux. ,  for  aid  to  mission-  Grand  Rapids.  —  Aux. ,  for  Bible 

ary  children,  10  00          reader  in  Nicomedia, 

Lodi.— Aux.,  8  00       Greenville.—  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Mt.  Vernon.  —  Aux.,  for  Health  Miss  Spencer, 

Betreat  near  Mardin,  10  00       Hartland.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Oberlin.  —  Aux.,    for   salary  of  Miss  Spencer, 

Mrs.  Mumford,  and  to  const.  Jackson.  —  "Willing  Workers," 

Mrs.  Nellie  Tambling,  Mrs.  C.  for  aid  to  missionary  children, 


$257  20 

$12  18 

5  00 

r 

35  92 

23  00 

26  00 

9  00 

10  00 
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Leslie.  —  Aux.,  $  50 
Livonia  and  Nankin.  — Aux.,  for 

salary  of  Miss  Pinkerton,  10  05 

Wayne.  —  Aux.,  12  00 


Total, 


$143  65 


ILLINOIS. 


Alton.  —  Aux.,  of  Ch.  of  the  Re- 
deemer, $9.50;  "  Cheerful  Giv- 
ers," $1.50,  $11  00 
Aurora.  —  1st  Cong.   Ch.,  Aux., 

$10 ;  "  Pearl-Gatherers,"  $7.40,     23  40 
Blue  Island.  — Aux.,  12  10 

Canton.  —  Aux.,  24  69 

Chicago.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$87.83;  New  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux., 
Mrs.  C.  G.  Hammond,  for  mis- 
sionary children  under  care  of 
Mrs.  Walker  of  Auburndale, 
$200.  287  83 

Evanston.  —  "  Towel-Hemmers," 
for   pupil    in    Miss    Porter's 
school,  of  wh.  50  cts.  is  from 
Addie  Parmelee  of  Erzroom,       3  18 
Fremont.  —  Aux.,     .  3  70 

Galesburg.  —  1st  Ch.  of  Christ, 

Aux.,  $12.50;  a  friend,  $2,  14  50 

Geneseo.  —  Aux.,  37  50 

Geneva.—  Aux.,  6  70 

Jacksonville.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10 
is  for  centennial  work,  remain- 
der for  salary  of  Miss  Evans,        60  00 
Kewanee.  —  Young  People's  Mis- 
sion-circle, $25  i  Aux.,  for  cen- 
tennial work,  $10,  35  00 
Menclon.  —  Mrs.  Jeannette  Fow- 
ler, for  the  Japan  newspaper, 
and   toward  her  own  L.  M.- 
ship,  10  00 
Moline.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  at  Erz- 
room, and  to  const.  Mrs.  C.  S. 
EUs  L.  M.,  25  00 
Neponset.  —  Mrs.  Robert  Prince,      2  00 
Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  10  00 
Peoria.  — Aux.,  for  pupil  at  Erz- 
room,                                               40  00 
Peru.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  is  for 

Health  Retreat  near  Mardin,       17  74 
Quincy.  —  Aux.,  15  00 

Pockford.  —  2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Diament,  $102.67; 
aid  to  missionary  children, 
$10,  112  67 

Waverly. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Evans,  and  to  const.  Miss 
Margaret  Sleith  L.  M.,  25  00 

Wheaton. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Dudley,  12  05 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


$789  06 


Burlington.  —  "A  few  ladies," 
by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Durgin,  $4  00 

Janesville.  —  Wright  Mission- 
Band,  for  salary  of  Mrs.  Curtis,    15  00 

Koshkonong. —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Taylor,  16  28 


Racine.  —  For  Manissa  school,     $45  18 
Watertown.  —  Aux.,  25  00 

Whitewater.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Taylor,  13  72 


Total, 


$119  18 


IOWA. 


Davenport.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Day,  $20  85 

Denmark.  —  Aux. ,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Hillis,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 
Dea.  Brooks  L.  M.,  $25; 
"  Helping  Hands  "  for  pupil  in 
Samokov  school,  $7 ;  for  Mrs. 
Coffing's  rag  carpet,  $1,  33  00 

Dubuque.  —  Aux.,  "  Centennial 
offering,"  1  00 

Fairfield.  —  Aux.,  11  75 

Grinnell.  —  Aux.,  $14.37,  Cong. 
Ch.  Miss.  Soc,  $35.U3,  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Hillis,  50  00 

McGregor.  —  Aux.,  for  Health 
Retreat,  $10,  for  Bible-reader, 
$8.50,  with  prev.  cont.  to  const. 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Cragin,  L.  M.,  18  50 

Monticello.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  is 
for  Japan  Home,  17  00 

Sibley.  —  <kA  mother's  thank- 
offering,"  $10 ;  "  Sibley  Help- 
ers," $3.70,  13  70 


Total, 


MINNESOTA. 


$165  80 


Northfield.  —  Carlton  Coll.,  Aux.,  $17  10 
Winona. — Aux.,  for    salary  of 
Miss  Van  Duzee,  38  50 


Total, 


$55  60 


St.    Louis.  —  "  Pilgrim    Work- 
ers," $35  00 


Total, 

KANSAS. 


$35  00 


Lawrence.  —  Aux.,   for   scholar- 
ship atMamissa,  $12  00 


Total, 


$12  00 


Yankton.  —  Young  People's  Mis- 
sion Soc,  for  missionaries' 
children,  $10  00 

Total,  $10  00 

CALIFORNIA. 

Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific,    $500  00 
Total,  $500  00 

Total,        $2,087  49 
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TURKEY. 

HARPOOT  FEMALE  SEMINARY. 

BY   MRS.   M.    B.    NORTON. 

If  a  line  were  drawn  from  the  north-east  corner  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Black  Sea,  we  should  find, 
about  midway,  the  city  of  Harpoot,  in  Eastern  Turkey,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  south-east  of  Constantinople. 

To  the  north  are  the  snow-capped  peaks  of  the  Anti-Taurus 
Mountains;  on  the  south,  those  of  the  Taurus  range,  on  the  north- 
ern and  southern  slopes  of  which  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  Rivers 
respectively  take  their  rise.  In  the  great  elbow  formed  by  a 
western  and  southern  sweep  of  the  former  stream,  lies  a  smiling 
p>lain,  sixty  miles  in  length,  dotted  over  with  towns  and  villages,  high 
above  which  sits  Harpoot,  the  home  of  twenty-five  thousand  souls. 
It  is  the  centre  of  work  and  influence  for  twenty-five  hundred 
towns  and  villages  scattered  through  a  space  larger  than  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  Twenty-one  years  ago,  there  was  not  a  single 
Protestant  in  all  this  region.  The  first  missionary  sent  there  was 
Mr.  Dunmore,  in  1855,  who  labored  for  two  years  with  much 
success.  In  1857  Messrs.  Wheeler  and  Allen,  and  their  wives, 
first  went  to  Harpoot,  followed,  two  years  later,  by  Rev.  H.  N. 
15  225 
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Barnum.  During  the  comparatively  few  years  since  these  mission- 
aries laid  the  foundations  there,  wonderful  results  have  been 
attained.  Three  years  after  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Wheeler  and 
Allen,  there  were  thirty-nine  church-members,  and  thirteen  out- 
stations,  eleven  of  which  were  supplied  with  preaching,  and  ten 
with  schools;  while  women  might  be  seen  in  groups,  learning  to 
read,  and  to  study  the  Bible. 

Mr.  Wheeler  relates  that  once  he  said  to  an  Armenian,  "  There 
is  one  duty  which  you  neglect,  — that  of  teaching  girls  to  read." 
In  reply,  it  was  affirmed  that  this  is  not  a  duty,  and  that  women 
ought  to  remain  ignorant.  Mr.  Wheeler  asked,  "But  have  they 
no  souls?  "  —  "If  they  have  souls,"  was  the  reply,  "  why  are  they 
women?  " 

This  sentiment,  common  in  all  lands  where  the  gospel  is  un- 
known, was  illustrated  in  the  founding  of  the  Female  Seminary 
at  Harpoot.  Soon  after  the  training  of  young  men  for  teachers 
and  native  pastors  began,  in  the  early  history  of  the  mission,  it 
was  felt  that  their  wives  must  also  receive  the  benefits  of  instruc- 
tion in  order  to  become  suitable  helpmeets,  and  companions  in  the 
work.  A  school  was  opened  for  the  wives,  and  every  married 
student  required  to  bring  his  wife  to  be  educated.  Frequently  the 
women  were  very  unwilling  to  come;  and  ludicrous  scenes  are 
reported  as  the  result  of  compulsion  on  the  part  of  the  husbands, 
though  we  are  not  told  that  these  incipient  preachers  used  the 
means  which  proved  so  effective  in  one  of  the  villages  of  the  Har- 
poot district,  where  twelve  men  only  were  present  at  the  first 
meeting,  but  all  their  wives,  primer  in  hand,  at  the  second,  who 
informed  the  preacher  that  their  unwillingness  to  come  had  been 
overcome  by  a  sound  whipping  for  each,  received  at  the  hand  of 
her  husband. 

In  that  land,  marriage  takes  place  at  an  early  age;  so  that  many 
of  the  young  theological  students  were  not  only  husbands,  but 
fathers  of  families.  They  were  provided  with  houses  to  live  in; 
and,  consequently,  both  husbands  and  wives  were  day-scholars. 
The  women  attended  to  their  simple  household  service  early  in  the 
morning,  then  sent  their  older  children  to  school,  and  took  their 
little  ones  with  them  to  the  seminary.  Here  one  room  was  devoted 
to  the  babies,  under  the  charge  of  a  nurse.  Hope  hammocks  were 
stretched  across  all  the  angles  of  the  room,  in  which  swung  the 
babies,  while  the  mothers  were  studying  their  primers  and  New 
Testaments  in  the  schoolroom. 
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Girls  from  different  cities  and  villages  were  also  received  in  the 
school  as  boarders,  on  condition  that  they  would  not  marry  any 
one  not  a  teacher  or  preacher,  without  the  consent  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  school.  The  course  of  study  for  the  married  women 
is  four  years  in  length,  corresponding  to  the  time  spent  by  their 
husbands  in  the  Theological  School.  A  better  preparation  is 
required  of  the  girls ;  and  they  are  able  to  finish  their  course  in 
three  years.  The  school  is  in  session  from  early  spring  till  autumn 
of  each  year;  and  a  vacation  of  four  months  enables  both  teachers 
and  students  to  go  touring  among  the  mountain  villages  in  winter, 
when  the  people  are  at  their  homes,  and  most  accessible  to  religious 
effort. 

Public  sentiment,  so  opposed  at  first  to  the  education  of  women, 
changed  rapidly  in  its  favor;  and  in  a  few  years  there  were  eleven 
hundred  girls  in  Protestant  and  Armenian  schools.  One  pastor 
is  said  to  have  lost  a  "  call,"  because  his  wife  was  not  sufficiently 
learned;  and  parents  formerly  opposed  to  their  daughters  becom- 
ing preachers'  wives  are  now  anxious  that  they  should  receive  a 
suitable  training  for  this  station,  as  they  say  the  Protestants  make 
good  husbands. 

The  wonderful  results  of  the  gospel  in  these  twenty  years  past 
are  now  seen  in  the  twenty-three  churches  of  the  Harpoot  district, 
with  their  twelve  hundred  members,  and  one  hundred  out-stations 
where  the  Word  is  preached.  The  eight  thousand  Protestants  of 
the  Eastern  Turkey  Mission  have  paid  out  of  their  poverty  more 
than  seventeen  thousand  dollars  for  Christian  work  during  the  last 
three  years.  It  is  felt  that  the  further  prosecution  of  the  evan- 
gelization of  this  region  may  safely  be  left  in  charge  of  these 
Protestant  communities,  as  soon  as  suitable  facilities  for  educating 
their  leading  minds  are  provided.  Their  progress  already  demands 
a  higher  education  than  was  at  first  sufficient  for  their  preachers, 
teachers,  and  Bible-readers.  Much  more  is  this  necessary  for  a 
parting  legacy  to  these,  so  lately  redeemed  from  the  bondage  of 
centuries,  now  soon  to  assume  self-support  and  the  responsibility 
of  their  own  Christian  institutions,  as  well  as  the  culture  of  the 
large  fields  adjacent  to  their  own.  An  endowment  of  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  will  provide  income  sufficient  to  pay  the  salaries  of  a 
full  corps  of  professors  and  teachers  for  the  proposed  ' '  Armenia 
College,"  with  its  departments  of  literature,  law,  medicine,  and 
theology.  One  department  of  this  college  is  to  be  a  seminary  for 
the  higher  education  of  girls,  endowed  by  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  at  a  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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The  building  thus  far  occupied  by  the  girls'  school  is  seen  in 
the  accompanying  cut.  It  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  mission 
premises,  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  From  its  battlemented 
roof,  looking  southward,  one  may  see  fifty  villages  scattered  over 
the  plain  a  thousand  feet  below,  and  encircled  by  majestic  moun- 
tain-peaks. The  seminary  schoolroom,  formerly  in  the  lower  story 
(which  was  originally  the  spacious  stable  of  an  Armenian  mer- 
chant) ,  has  recently  been  removed  to  the  airier  and  more  commo- 
dious upper  floor.  The  schoolroom  occupies  the  left  of  the  second 
story,  and  the  teachers'  rooms  are  in  the  same  story,  at  the  right. 
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The  girls'  rooms,  recitation-rooms,  dining-room,  and  kitchen  now 
occupy  the  lower  story.  Adjoining  this,  on  the  right,  is  the  Bible 
depository;  and  on  its  shelves  repose,  also,  histories,  atlases,  gazet- 
teers, and  unabridged  dictionaries.  Nearly  ninety  thousand  copies 
of  the  Bible,  or  parts  of  it,  and  other  printed  books,  have  been  sold 
at  the  station. 

Misses  Seymour  and  Bush  are  now  in  charge  of  the  seminary. 
Their  predecessors  in  faithful  work  there  were  Misses  West  and 
Fritcher,  Miss  Pond  (now  Mrs.  Williams  of  the  Constantinople 
Home),  and  Miss  Warfield  of  sainted  memory. 
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In  view  of  the  needs  of  the  daughters  of  the  land  which  has 
sent  to  this  seminary  a  Kohar,  a  Koordish  Amy,  and  hundreds 
of  others,  now  gleaning  for  the  Master  in  that  great  harvest-field, 
or  already  gone  to  share  the  rewards  of  those  who  are  faithful 
unto  death,  let  us  pray  and  labor  with  renewed  earnestness,  while 
the  Spirit  whispers,  "  What  thou  doest,  do  quickly." 


CEYLON. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  TOWNSHEND. 

We  cull  the  following  facts  from  some  journal  extracts  sent  us 
by  Miss  Townshend  of  Udupitty,  Ceylon. 

"  This  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  examination  and  selection 
of  girls  from  the  villages,  to  form  a  new  class  for  the  five-years' 
course  in  our  boarding-school.  There  were  many  who  would  be 
glad  to  come;  but  we  have  not  room  for  more  than  eleven,  and  it  is 
a  difficult  task  to  decide  who  the  eleven  are  to  be.  We  like  to 
have  the  very  oldest  we  can  get,  and  want  them  to  have  had  some 
instruction  in  the  day-schools.  Poor  things!  They  tremble  with 
anxiety  to  do  well  in  the  examination,  and  fail  from  very  excite- 
ment. We  are  glad  to  see  that  most  of  the  rejected  candidates  are 
young;  and  we  hope  they  may  be  brought  in  another  year.  The 
girls  in  the  new  class  are  particularly  bright  and  interesting. 
They  are  between  twelve  and  fourteen  years  of  age;  and  only  two 
of  them  came  from  Christian  homes. 

"  The  school-girls  have  lately  en  joyed  listening  to  an  oral  transla- 
tion of  '  Little  Lights,  and  How  They  Shone.'  The  story  con- 
tained in  it,  of  the  good  accomplished  by  poor  little  mission 
children  in  New  York  City,  because  they  wanted  to  work  for  Jesus, 
has  led  to  the  formation  of  a  mission-circle  among  themselves,  to 
which  they  have  given  the  name  of  '  Laura  Smith  Band.'  They 
are  very  enthusiastic  in  this  new  enterprise,  and  I  often  hear  them 
asking  the  Lord  to  bless  them  in  it.  The  membership-fee  is 
twenty-five  cents.  They  spend  an  hour  in  sewing,  on  Saturday; 
and,  besides  that,  each  one  is  to  contribute  some  article  for  a  fair 
soon  to  be  held. 

"  Yesterday,  the  teacher,  Laura,  and  one  of  the  older  girls,  went 
with  me  to  see  the  oldest  sister  of  one  of  our  pupils.  After  we  had 
talked  with  her  and  another  woman  present,  they  excused  them- 
selves by  saying,  '  We  do  not  know  what  to  do. '  —  '  Cease  calling 
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on  the  name  of  Siva,'  I  said,  '  when  you  rise  in  the  morning:  say 
Jesus,  instead.'  The  Sivite  worshipper  habitually  speaks  his 
name,  and  invokes  his  blessing,  immediately  on  arising  in  the 
morning.  Such  is  the  fear  of  his  displeasure,  and  the  inveterate 
hatred  of  even  the  name  of  Christ,  that  I  feel  it  is  only  by  the 
Spirit,  that  any  woman  could  be  induced  to  voluntarily  speak  the 
name  of  Jesus  when  she  rises:  we  may  think  she  who  does  so  has 
indeed  been  born  again. 

"  We  are  enjoying  a  visit  from  one  of  our  graduates,  who  has  been 
teaching  near  her  father's  house  for  the  last  two  years,  and  comos 
fresh  from  scenes  of  interest  among  the  women  of  her  neighbor- 
hood. She  is  remarkable  for  her  earnest,  devoted  spirit;  and  her 
visit  has  been  a  help  to  us  all.  Oh!  how  I  wish  our  friends  in 
America  could  have  shared  my  feelings  in  the  season  of  prayer 
which  I  had  with  the  three  members  of  the  class  who  were  here! 
Their  prayers  were  exceedingly  earnest;  and  when  they  spoke  of 
their  joys  and  sorrows,  and  I  heard  them  magnify  the  Lord  for 
his  grace  in  sustaining  them  under  trials  from  their  heathen  rela- 
tives, and  their  expressions  of  strong  faith  that  their  family 
friends  would  learn  to  love  the  Lord,  my  heart  was  full. 

"  Whatever  are  the  failures  of  this  people  as  to  cleanliness,  they 
can  never  be  said  to  be  sparing  in  the  use  of  water.  This  after- 
noon, as  I  was  out  in  the  village,  accompanied  by  one  of  our  school- 
girls, we  came  to  a  house  where  a  woman  was  bathing  a  small 
child  in  a  basket.  The  closely-woven  basket  answered  very  well 
for  a  bathing-tub ;  but  our  sympathies  were  excited  for  the  poor 
little  one  exposed  to  the  cold  wind.  The  mother-  held  it  by  the 
head,  as  one  would  clasp  a  cocoanut,  with  the  two  hands,  allowing 
its  feet  to  barely  touch  the  bottom  of  the  basket,  while  a  young 
girl  poured  dishful  after  dishful  of  cold  water  over  it.  My  com- 
panion expressed  great  surprise  at  the  use  of  cold  water,  instead  of 
warm,  as  is  usual  for  so  young  a  child.  The  mother  replied,  that 
the  child's  horoscope  forbade  the  use  of  warm  water.  Our  plead- 
ings had  no  effect  to  stay  proceedings,  until  the  traditional  number 
of  pourings  were  finished ;  then  the  mother  took  the  child  in  her 
lap  to  dry  it,  and  asked  me  what  she  could  do  to  make  it  grow. 
She  received  my  advice  as  to  its  bathing  with  an  air  of  pity  for 
my  ignorance;  but  she  did  seem  to  be  a  little  affected  by  my  taking 
the  child,  and  wrapping  it  up  in  the  cloth  which  she  had  merely 
laid  over  it. 

"  The  school  term  has  been  a  very  pleasant  one.    The  daily  routine 
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has  been  so  unvaried,  that  there  is  little  to  record,  unless  I  were  to 
mention  conversations,  and  seemingly  trivial  incidents,  precious 
only  to  a  teacher,  as  showing  that  the  Spirit  is  working  in  the 
hearts  of  her  charge,  leading  some  to  commence  a  new  life,  and 
others  to  go  onward  in  the  heavenly  way.  Two  of  the  girls  were 
admitted  to  the  church,  early  in  the  term. 

' '  I  send  with  this  a  letter  written  by  one  of  the  girls  to  her 
parents.  She  has  been  here  five  years,  and  has  been  trying  to  live 
a  Christian  life.  Six  months  ago,  her  father,  having  arranged  for 
her  to  marry  a  heathen,  would  not  allow  her  to  come  to  school. 
Her  uncle  interposed,  took  her  into  his  own  family;  and  she  is  now 
with  us  again." 

MY  LOVING   AND    AFFECTIONATE    PARENTS,    KNOW    YE,  —  Very 

well  I  am,  and  that  God,  who  cares  for  you  and  me,  has  you  also  in 
health  kept,  I  hope.  My  dear  parents,  of  your  state  when  I  think, 
within  me  my  heart  melts.  Leaving  the  one  true  God,  who  made  us, 
to  bow  down  to  senseless  idols,  which,  made  by  man's  hands,  know 
not  good  from  evil;  is  it  reasonable?  If  one,  being  absent  from 
his  parents,  should  of  wood,  or  gold,  or  silver,  an  image  make, 
and,  "This  is  my  father  "  saying,  should  unto  it,  as  unto  a  parent, 
obedience  and  reverence  and  service  render,  would  not  the  father, 
hearing  it,  be  very  angry?  I  not  doing  as  you  wish  is  to  you  a 
great  sorrow.  I  have  left  you,  you  say.  Think,  then,  how  angry 
God  must  be,  that  you  have  left  him.  Alas !  in  what  a  dreadful 
place  you  stand!  Oh,  leave  it.  This  letter  when  you  read,  your 
superstitions  cast  away,  and  to  the  one  true  God  turn.  If  his  mes- 
senger of  death  for  you  calls,  what  will  you  do?  Oh,  quickly  turn 
from  this  wicked  way ! 

As  you  know,  while  worshipping  and  fearing  idols  I  was,  I  came 
here,  and  in  the  Bible,  which  shows  us  the  way  of  life,  I  read, 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I 
will  give  you  rest."  The  question  came,  "Why  were  these  words 
spoken  to  me?  "  When  at  myself  I  looked,  I  saw  my  sins:  they 
stood  before  me.  You  are  a  sinner :  your  sins  are  great.  "  You  may 
count  the  sands  of  the  seahore;  but  your  sins  cannot  be  counted," 
sounded  in  my  ears  wherever  I  went.  Thus  my  sins  feeling  daily, 
forgiveness  of  God  I  sought.  He  heard  my  prayer,  and  pardoned 
my  sins.  This  kindness  to  you  he  wishes  to  show.  Even  though 
your  sins  are  great,  confess  and  forsake  them,  and  he  will  be  gra- 
cious, and  receive  you:  otherwise,  to  go  to  destruction  he  will  leave 
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you.  Do  not  say,  "I  want  this,  and  I  want  that,"  seeking  first  the 
world.  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  righteousness,  and 
all  these  shall  be  added  unto  you.  Before  him  on  your  knees  fall, 
and  with  your  tongue  praise  him  as  the  true  God.  This  that  you 
should  do  is  my  great  desire,  and  for  this  I  beseech  God  with  tears. 
I  shall  never  forget  your  love  and  kindness,  my  dear  parents.  I 
know  no  joy  in  being  separated  from  you.  My  mind  is  sore.  That 
you  would  walk  in  this  way  I  thought ;  but  God  has  not  yet  given 
me  that  joy.  You  say  medicine  has  been  given  me  my  mind  to 
affect.  I  am  only  influenced  by  the  firm  resolve  to  follow  the 
Saviour  in  life  and  death.  My  dear  parents,  I  beg  with  tears  that 
you  will  heed  these  things. 

Thus  writes  your  daughter, 

Lucy  Poxachy. 


AN  INSIDE  VIEW. 

We  sometimes  wonder  within  ourselves  what  ideas  and  impres- 
sions the  term  ' '  Dakota  Home  ' '  makes  upon  the  people  who  know 
nothing  in  regard  to  it,  except  as  they  have  read  the  little  that  has 
been  written  about  it. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  many  very  erroneous  views  have  been 
held  by  some.  At  any  rate,  we  have  had  scores  of  peculiar  queries 
put  to  us.  We  wish  that  we  might  plainly  and  graphically  bring 
before  the  readers  of  this  paper  all  things  as  they  really  are,  and, 
by  so  doing,  draw  them  into  that  sympathy  with  the  workers  and 
the  school  which  they  so  largely  need  and  must  have. 

Here  we  have  a  place  for  Indian  children,  which  we  call  a  home; 
and  though  many  things  are  here  taught,  and  also  required  of  them, 
that  go  so  far  beyond  their  primitive  ideas  of  a  home,  that  it  takes 
a  great  length  of  time  to  "  break  them  in  "  to  the  ordinary  rou- 
tine of  each  day's  work,  yet,  with  time  and  thorough  training,  they 
show  themselves  able  to  become  efficient  housekeepers. 

Dirt  seems  to  be  the  prerogative  of  an  Indian.  A  raw  girl 
cannot  see  why  there  is  any  distinction  made  between  a  hand  and  a 
dish  towel,  and  seems  to  reason  in  this  way,  — that  as  she  eats  out 
of  her  hands,  as  well  as  from  plates  and  spoons,  one  and  the  same 
towe.1  can  be  legitimately  used  for  both.  Yet,  with  all  that,  they 
have,  in  some  things,  a  very  nice  sense  of  distinction. 

Is  there  not  much  to  be  hoped  for  in  the  future  from  these  girls 
who  came  to  us,  a  year  ago,  ignorant,  dirty,  and,  some  of  them, 
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almost  nude,  but  who  are  already  careful  of  their  personal  appear- 
ance, and  can  perform  any  portion  of  the  home  work? 

Little  girls  of  nine  and  ten  years  of  age  can  make  bread,  doing 
every  part  of  it,  from  making  the  yeast  to  turning  it  out  of  the 
tins.  The  girls  are  very  fond  of  white-bread;  and,  on  seeing  the 
amount  consumed  weekly,  one  would  think  that  they  "lived  by 
bread  alone."  But  that  is  not  so;  for  they  need  variety  as  well 
as  plenty. 

Although  some  think  that  there  is  in  the  savage  heart  no  love 
for  the  beauty  that  is  in  art  and  nature,  yet  nowhere  have  we  seen 
a  class  of  girls  who  admire  a  bouquet  of  flowers  and  grasses  more 
than  do  these.  In  the  season  of  flowers,  the  dining-table  is  covered 
with  them;  and  it  is  their  delight  to  garland  and  festoon  walls, 
pictures,  and  even  the  stoves.  Should  the  chromo  of  the  straw- 
berry-girl come  down  from  the  dining-room  wall,  and  be  put  away, 
there  would  be  real  sorrow,  and  frequent  entreaties  to  ' '  bring  back 
the  little  girl  with  blue  eyes  and  yellow  hair. ' '  We  flatter  our- 
selves, that,  for  their  ages,  these  girls  will  compete  fairly  with  any 
white  girls.  They  are  learning  to  cut,  baste,  and  sew  with  wonder- 
ful rapidity.  We  can  best  see  their  progress  in  the  garments  they 
have  cut  and  made  for  their  dolls,  all  without  any  help. 

Perhaps  you  think  that  here  all  is  work,  and  no  play;  but  not  so. 
Though  the  girls  are  kept  quite  busy  all  the  forenoon,  the  after- 
noon brings  them  a  little  play  before  the  time  for  sewing,  and 
several  hours  after.  During  the  winter  season,  they  care  for  no 
better  sport  than  to  slide  down  hill,  —  some  on  sleds,  others  on 
boards ;  while  often  two  or  three  go  down  the  hill  at  an  alarming 
speed  on  nothing  more  than  a  barrel-stave,  having  a  string  attached 
to  one  end. 

The  evenings  are  spent  in  letter-writing,  reading,  singing,  and 
games.  Battledoor  and  shuttlecock  has  been  the  favorite  game 
this  winter. 

Do  you  ask  whether  there  is  any  thing  interesting  in  these  girls, 
and  do  we  feel  that  deep  affection  for  them  that  we  would  naturally 
have  for  white  children  ?  We  are  ready  to  answer  that  we  do  see 
much  that  makes  us  look  on  them  with  fond  pride;  and  they  pos- 
sess ways  that  are  sweet  and  winsome.  Could  any  one's  heart  fail 
to  respond  with  a  thrill  of  earnest  love  to  little  children  who  are 
demonstrative  enough  in  their  love  to  throw  their  arms  around  one's 
neck,  and  say  with  earnest  voice  and  truth- telling  eyes,  "  We  love 
you,  for  you  are  good  and  kind  to  us  "  ?     We  say,  ' '  Nay !  " 

Marie  L.  Haines. 
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THE  BLESSEDNESS    OF   GIYIXG. 

BY  MRS.    S.    B.    PRATT. 

"Remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive." 

We  are  surely  placing  the  matter  of  Christian  benevolence  on 
too  low  a  plane,  when  we  speak  of  the  duty,  instead  of  the  privi- 
lege, of  giving.  "  There  are  so  many  calls  for  money  and  time  and 
labor  no w-a-days,"  is  a  complaint  often  on  our  lips  and  in  our  ears. 
Yes,  thank  God!  there  are  so  many  calls,  so  many  precious  privi- 
leges given  us  by  our  Father,  —  so  many  summons  to  come  a  little 
closer  to  the  Master,  and  follow  him  more  nearly  in  his  round  of 
self -forgetting  love,  —  so  many  needy  brothers  and  sisters  of  his  to 
be  helped,  —  so  many  opportunities  to  exchange  our  earthly  dross 
for  a  warm  heart-glow  and  an  abiding  treasure,  —  so  many  chances 
which  angels  might  covet,  of  which  we  complain. 

We  must  remember  it  is  because  our  Father  loves  us,  and  would 
give  us  the  place  and  the  privilege  of  children,  that  he  allows  us  to 
help  in  this  great  warfare  between  heaven  and  hell,  not  because 
his  infinite  strength  needs  to  be  supplemented  by  our  finite  weak- 
ness, his  boundless  resources  to  receive  our  small  treasure.  The 
child's  gift  and  the  child's  help  are  sweet  to  the  father,  though 
worthless  in  themselves. 

Riding  into  Boston,  the  other  day,  on  one  of  the  many  in-coming 
trains,  as  we  crossed  a  crowded  city  street,  I  saw  that  the  red  flag, 
the  signal  that  all  was  right,  was  held  in  the  hand  of  a  tiny  boy,  a 
mere  babe,  whose  little  face  was  grave  with  the  importance  of  his 
work,  and  his  little  arms  were  braced  to  hold  up  the  flag.  Was  it 
safe  to  trust  such  a  charge  to  so  weak  a  hand?  Yes;  for  close  by, 
with  loving  eye  fixed  on  his  boy,  hand  all  ready  to  help,  should  help 
be  needed,  stood  the  father.  So  our  Father,  because  he  loves  us, 
gives  us  the  privilege  of  holding  up  the  banner  of  the  cross,  looking 
on,  the  while,  with  watchful  eye  and  ready  hand  to  help.  Shall 
we  not  realize  the  honor  he  bestows  in  letting  us  give  time,  talents, 
strength,  property,  that  the  blood-stained  banner  may  be  lifted  up 
in  the  sight  of  the  nations? 
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A  few  days  since,  one  Christian  worker  wrote  to  another,  "  We 
are  trying  to  do  such  a  work  (naming  the  object)  in  our  Sunday 
school  this  year  :  will  you  help  us?  "  —  "I  thank  you  for  giving 
me  the  privilege,"  came  back  the  whole-souled  answer,  response 
more  welcome  even  than  the  money  enclosed.  So,  when  these  many 
calls,  like  messages  direct  from  Heaven,  come  to  us,  shall  we  not, 
with  uplifted  eyes,  say,  "  Father,  I  thank  thee  for  giving  me  the 
privilege  "? 

"  But  we  have  no  money,"  is  often  the  answer,  sometimes  the 
truthful  one  in  these  days  of  financial  trouble.  Then  you  are 
denied  for  a  time  the  privilege;  for  God  never  calls  for  what  we 
have  not:  only  let  us  be  sure,  that,  as  stewards,  we  are  being  faith- 
ful over  the  few  things.  If  we  have  but  dimes  to  give  now  where 
once  we  had  dollars,  let  no  false  shame  prevent  us  from  giving  the 
dimes.  He  who  multiplied  the  five  barley  loaves,  and  increased  the 
widow's  measure  of  oil,  can  make  the  smallest  gift  presented  for 
love  of  him  carry  its  fragrance  to  the  remotest  ends  of  the  earth. 

A  small  church  was  being  built  among  the  Indians,  and  help  was 
asked  of  a  little  mission  Sunday  school  in  Connecticut.  Could 
they  build  the  steeple?  Oh,  no!  they  were  too  poor.  Could  they 
give  the  bell?  No.  "But,"  exclaimed  one  little  fellow  joyfully, 
"  we  can  buy  the  rope!  "  The  rope  was  bought,  and,  a  year  after- 
ward, the  missionary  came  back  to  report.  "  I  have  seen  one  end  of 
your  benefaction,"  he  said  :  "the  other  end  has  reached  heaven." 

If  we  cannot  give  of  our  abundance,  let  us  give  of  our  poverty; 
for  even  small  purses  can  buy  ropes  which  shall  make  all  Heaven 
musical  with  celestial  chimes.  Or,  if  it  be  true  that  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  give  even  the  smallest  coin  current  in  this  world's  dealings, 
how  great  a  giving  is  still  left !  —  prayers  that  move  God's  arm, 
loving  sympathy,  words  of  cheer,  personal  enthusiasm;  only  in 
these  earnest,  wonderful  times  in  which  we  are  living,  let  us  not 
be  willing  to  be  mere  passive  recipients,  receiving  all,  and  giving 
nothing.  Now  when,  if  we  listen,  we  can  almost  catch  the  sound 
of  the  on-coming  chariot- wheels  of  the  Lord;  when  no  longer  a 
solitary  voice  in  the  wilderness  cries,  "  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
Lord,"  but  from  every  watch-tower  rings  out  the  signal,  ' '  Make 
straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our  God;"  when  from  one 
waiting  heart  to  another  is  heard  the  joyful  whisper,  "  Behold,  the 
Bridegroom  cometh,"  and  lamps  newly  fed  by  the  Spirit  are 
making  the  darkness  radiant,  —  can  we  afford  to  stand  idly  by, 
doing  nothing  to  hasten  his  coming,  nothing  to  prepare  his  high- 
way, nothing  to  light  more  lamps  for  his  welcome? 


236  LIFE   AND   LIGHT. 

HOW    TO    FILL   OUR   TREASURY,   AND   WITH  WHAT. 

BY    MRS.    HELEN    C.    KNIGHT. 

A  poor  woman  brought  me  two  dollars. 

"  Can  you  afford  to  give  all  this?  "  I  asked. 

"  Yes,"  she  said  ;  "  for,  when  I  began  to  pray  for  it,  I  found  I 
must  give  to  it." 

Prayer  went  before  to  open  the  horny  hand  :  prayer  will  follow 
to  look  after  the  dearly-won  gift.  Two  dollars,  no  more,  no  less. 
It  cannot  do  much  :  it  is  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket  of  charity.  Has 
not  the  gift,  however,  a  value  from  God's  mint  which  we  do  not 
always  reckon  up  ?  It  might  go  towards  buying  bread  for  a  hun- 
gry one  ;  but,  in  the  moral  economies  of  God's  higher  kingdom, 
may  it  not  also  excite  a  hunger  of  the  soul  appeased  only  by  the 
bread  of  heaven  ?  It  might  be  spent  in  clothing  some  destitute 
one,  thus  led  to  seek  the  robe  of  righteousness.  It  might  help 
furnish  a  roof  for  the  fatherless,  and  so  go  towards  preparing  a 
room  in  that  house  not  made  with  hands. 

I  talk  every  now  and  then  with  a  friend  who  cares  nothing  for 
a  gift  without  the  giver.  "  A  gift  without  the  giver  is  bare,"  he 
says  with  the  poet,  and,  in  collecting  the  charities  of  the  church, 
he  never  urges  money  out  of  believers.  "It  must  come  because 
it  cannot  help  coming,  or  it  is  of  little  value  in  God's  kingdom," 
he  says. 

"But,"  said  I,  "money  is  money.  Money  will  buy  Bibles, 
carry  on  schools,  preach  the  gospel,  feed  the  hungry,  and  clothe 
the  naked.  What  can  we  do  without  money?  If  we  wait  till 
people  give  because  they  cannot  help  giving,  how  much  would  be 
left  undone  !  If  people  do  not  give  Christianly,  it  is  for  them  to 
settle  with  the  Master.  Meanwhile  the  Master's  work  must  go  on; 
and  money  must  be  had  to  do  it." 

"  True,"  he  said,  "  money  is  indispensable  for  doing  the  world's 
business  ;  but  if  we  believe  in  the  spiritual  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
set  up  in  the  world,  and  finally  to  prevail,  we  must  believe  it  has 
a  currency  to  do  it  with.  That  currency  is  believing  prayer. 
'  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  my  name.'  Do  you  ever  try  to 
make  real  to  yourself  the  power  of  faith  ?  The  believer's  money 
is  worth  no  more  in  Wall  Street  than  anybody's  ;  but  it  is  worth 
more  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  because  it  is  a  promissory  note  of 
blessings  reaching  far  above  and  beyOnd  the  visible   something 
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which  the  money  paid  for.  Ah,"  he  added,  "we  are  believers 
without  belief.  We  must  lay  stronger  hold  of  the  invisible  and 
eternal,  before  the  kingdom  of  God  can  come  with  power." 

Do  we  not,  then,  need,  first  of  all,  from  our  bands  of  Christian 
women,  the  priceless  contribution  of  heartfelt,  honest,  believing 
prayer,  springing  from  a  deep  sense  of  a  heathen  woman's  needs, 
in  contrast  with  our  own  Christian  blessings  ?  Will  not  this  fill 
our  treasury  ? 

1»  .  m . 

FROM  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  Jubilee  Year.  —  We  presume  that  all  earnest,  laborious 
Christian  women,  members  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
or  interested  in  its  labors,  are  as  firmly  convinced  as  we  that  the 
only  appropriate  method  of  giving  is  by  doing  it  systematically. 
We  also  feel  quite  ready  to  believe,  by  all  we  hear  and  see,  that 
they  deem  it  a  duty  to  give  such  a  portion  of  their  incomes  or 
salaries  as  will  demand  sacrifice  and  self-denial.  In  these  days, 
when,  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  a  former  generation,  the  whole 
world  is  thrown  open  to  us,  the  special  need  is  for  money  and  la- 
borers. If  we  cannot  be  laborers  in  the  foreign  field,  it  is  most 
incumbent  upon  us  to  give  money.  As  many  of  us  are  not  pov- 
erty-stricken, nor  yet  rich,  if  we  give  as  heartily  as  our  fathers 
prayed,  we  must  give  till  we  feel  it. 

I  presume  all  do  give  thus,  their  twentieth,  twelfth,  or  tenth 
part  yearly  ;  but  I  wonder  if  any  have  "  a  year  of  jubilee  in  giv- 
ing." In  the  old  Jewish  commonwealth,  the  sum  of  seven  times 
seven  years,  the  fiftieth,  was  the  jubilee.  All  debts  were  forgiven, 
slaves  went  free,  and  the  land  rested.  Sixteen  years  ago,  on  read- 
ing the  account  of  this  year  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  thought 
occurred  to  us,  that  every  fifth  year  in  the  life  of  an  individual 
might  have  an  appropriate  correspondence  to  every  fiftieth  in  the 
life  of  a  nation.  As  we  found  that  one-tenth  of  a  year's  income 
given  in  charity  was  a  small  pittance  compared  with  our  desires, 
we  determined  to  try  the  plan  of  a  jubilee  year,  giving  in  that 
year  one-fifth,  instead  of  one-tenth,  of  our  little  income. 

Our  third  jubilee  year  has  just  passed,  and  we  can,  with  great 
joy,  recommend  it  to  others,  — to  any  who  may  sympathize  with  us 
in  great  desires  and  inadequate  means.  Our  prosperity  has  in- 
creased in  a  remarkable  degree  every  fifth  year  ;  so  that  each  jubi- 
lee we  have  been  able  not  only  to  give  more  than  at  the  preceding 
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one,  but  more  than,  during  the  intervening  years,  we  thought  pos- 
sible with  the  closet  calculation. 

We  enter,  at  this  time,  one  of  our  darkest  years  in  loss  of 
income,  and  increase  of  cares  ;  but  we  have  faith  to  believe  that 
when  the  next  jubilee  comes,  in  1880,  we  shall  have  more  than  at 
either  1875,  1870,  or  1865,  to  put  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

Are  there  not  some  of  you,  dear  friends,  who  will  feel  moved  to 
consecrate  this  centennial  year  as  a  year  of  jubilee,  "  a  year  of  the 
right  hand  of  the  Most  High"  ?  If  so,  may  God's  blessing,  "  which 
maketh  rich,  and  addeth  no  sorrow  thereto,"  be  yours.  —  Elise. 

Practical  Self-Sacrifice.  —  A  young  girl  who  was  employed 
in  a  shop  in  one  of  our  Eastern  cities  became  greatly  interested  in 
a  poor  heathen  girl  of  whom  she  had  heard.  She  longed  to  do 
something  for  her;  and,  after  much  planning  and  thinking,  she  and 
a  companion,  whose  sympathy  she  had  enlisted  in  the  good  work, 
assumed  for  one  year  the  support  of  a  young  Hindu  (thirty  dol- 
lars) in  a  mission-school.  For  a  time,  all  went  well;  and  the  first 
year  closed  prosperously  for  the  workers  and  their  beneficiary. 
But  the  hard  times  came  on  with  short  work  and  reduced  pay. 
The  companion  who  had  assisted  gave  up  her  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter. Employment  was  uncertain,  and  hard  to  procure.  To  raise 
thirty  dollars  beyond  her  own  pressing  needs  seemed  out  of  the 
question;  and,  in  great  trouble  of  mind,  our  young  shop-girl  sought 
the  secretary  of  the  missionary  society,  to  ask  for  aid  and  counsel 
before  relinquishing  her  charge.  The  lady  offered  at  once  to 
assume  the  support  of  the  Hindu  child  until  other  arrangements 
could  be  made.  After  much  persuasion,  the  girl  was  induced  to 
consent;  and  she  parted  from  her  friend  in  tears.  It  was  hard  to 
give  up  her  share  in  this  dear  work;  and  she  returned  home  bur- 
dened with  disappointment  and  regret. 

But  one  day  a  bright  thought  came  to  her  mind.  Chancing 
to  take  up  a  paper,  she  saw  an  advertisement  for  waitresses  at  one 
of  the  hotels  at  the  White  Mountains.  She  applied  for  and  secured 
a  situation.  She  faithfully  performed  her  duties,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  last  year  came  to  her  friend  with  the  greatest  joy  that 
she  could  do  her  part  in  the  education  of  her  pupil,  and  bringing 
the  entire  thirty  dollars  earned  by  her  summer's  work. 

It  was  a  freewill  offering  of  that  which  had  cost  her  something, 
precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Master,  accepted  by  him,  and  meriting 
the  plaudit,  "  She  hath  done  what  she  could."  —  L.  B.  M.,  Darien, 
Conn. 


FROM   CORRESPONDENTS.  239 

The  Consecrated  Bag.  —  By  the  request  made  in  "  Life  and 
Light  "  for  incidents  of  self-denial,  or  illustrations  of  consecrated 
gifts,  I  was  reminded  of  a  circumstance  in  the  life  of  my  dear 
mother,  who  is  now  in  heaven.  When  she  was  first  married,  in 
Hadley,  Mass.,  she  made  a  square  bag  of  Scotch  plaid,  and  decided 
to  put  into  it  sums  of  money  which  should  be  devoted  to  foreign 
missions,  with  the  resolution  that  it  should  never  be  empty.  She 
lived  more  than  fifty  years  after  that  time;  and  often,  when  a  child 
and  in  later  years,  have  I  seen  her  drop  money  into  the  consecrated 
bag,  remarking,  occasionally,  that  it  was  rather  low  in  funds. 
When  she  died,  we  found  in  it  a  considerable  sum,  all  of  which  was 
given  as  she  would  have  wished. 

The  bag  is  now  in  my  possession,  dearer  and  more  precious  than 
so  much  gold;  and,  every  time  my  eye  rests  upon  it,  the  thought 
comes  up,  "  God  only  knows  how  many  fervent  prayers  were  offered 
over  that  '  missionary  bag, '  as  she  called  it."  Her  example  has 
been  the  means  of  leading  her  children  to  interest  themselves  most 
thoroughly  in  missions ;  and  I  rejoice  more  in  being  a  life-member 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  than  in  any  social  position,  how- 
ever exalted.  — L.  S.,  Menas7ia,  Wis. 

Extra  Offerings.  — The  stories  that  have  come  to  us  from 
over  the  sea,  of  retrenchment,  and  the  privations  it  has  caused, 
of  the  word  of  God  taken  from  hungry  souls  for  lack  of  means  to 
carry  it  to  them,  have  awakened  many  hearts  among  us  to  deeper 
thought  and  liberality.  Three,  at  least,  have  been  moved  to  loose 
their  purse-strings  a  second  time  in  view  of  the  special  need,  and 
to  devote  an  extra  ten  dollars  to  the  cause.  The  example  of  what 
one  woman  can  do  has  incited  us  all  to  further  effort:  seventy- 
four  aprons  made  by  one  woman's  hand  have  put  fifty  dollars  into 
our  treasury.  —  From  an  Auxiliary  in  Connecticut. 

From  the  Missionary  Standpoint.  —  We  were  expecting  to 
build  a  snug  little  home  in  the  spring;  and  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  had  been  asked  by  the  mission :  but,  now  that  funds 
are  so  low,  we  shall  have  to  abandon  this  hope  also.  But  we  shall 
not  mourn  over  any  retrenchment,  except  such  as  shall  affect  our 
work  vitally,  —  unless  we  are  asked  to  give  up  what  has  already  been 
gained  for  Christ.  I  was  reading,  in  one  of  our  last  papers,  of  the 
amount  of  money  expended  in  our  New  York  churches  for  singing, 
more,  I  think,  than  the  whole  sum  spent  by  the  Board  for  scatter- 
ing the  bread  of  life  to  the  perishing  millions  of  the  earth.  Oh! 
if  our  home  churches  would  spend  less  for  such  luxuries,  and  send 
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the  surplus  to  the  starving  souls  beyond,  would  they  not  secure  a 
greater  blessing  for  themselves,  as  well  as  for  those  sitting  in  dark- 
ness? We  know  a  great  deal  is  being  done  by  Christians  at  home; 
but,  if  all  the  tithes  were  brought  into  the  storehouse,  how  much 
more  would  be  done ! 

The  world  is  open  as  never  before  for  missionary  effort.  The 
walls  of  prejudice  and  superstition  are  crumbling  down.  A  spirit 
of  inquiry  is  manifest  among  all  classes;  and  the  Spirit  is  evidently 
softening  the  hearts  of  the  most  bigoted.  Just  now,  when  the 
Lord  seems  to  be  calling  his  servants  to  go  forward,  is  it  the  time 
for  Christians  to  shut  their  eyes  to  these  encouraging  tokens,  and 
say  the  work  must  not  be  enlarged,  nay,  more,  must  go  backward, 
intead  of  forward?  Has  the  Master  made  a  mistake  ?  or  are  Chris- 
tians in  fault? 

We  read  of  the  glorious  revival  meetings,  and  we  look  for  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  the  unreserved  consecration  of  all  to  Christ; 
we  look  for  the  thank-offerings  of  awakened  Christians  and  of  new 
converts;  we  look  to  see  many  giving,  not  only  of  their  substance, 
but  themselves  as  living  sacrifices  to  labor  at  home  or  abroad  as 
the  Lord  may  need  or  direct.  Oh  for  an  awakening  that  shall  bring 
our  money,  our  lives,  our  all,  into  the  service  of  Christ!  Then 
there  will  be  no  lack  of  laborers  to  enter  the  whitened  harvest- 
fields;  then  the  Lord's  treasuries  will  be  full  to  overflowing,  and 
that  glorious  day  will  speedily  come,  when  all  shall  know  the  Lord, 
from  the  least  unto  the  greatest.  —  A.  A.  L.,  Marsovan,  Turkey. 


MAY  MEETING. 

It  was  feared,  that,  on  account  of  the  change  of  the  day  for  our 
May  meeting,  many  of  the  friends  of  the  Woman's  Board  would 
be  unable  to  attend;  but,  when  the  day  came,  we  were  rebuked  for 
our  little  faith.  A  clear  sky,  a  bright  sun,  and,  above  all,  the 
blessing  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who  had  filled  the  hearts  of  so 
many  Christian  women  with  love  for  the  missionary  cause,  brought 
together  a  very  large  audience. 

Mrs.  Albert  Bowker,  presiding,  called  the  meeting  to  order  by 
asking  the  congregation  to  sing  the  grand  old  prophetic  hymn,  — 

"  Jesus  shall  reign  where'er  the  sun 
Doth  his  successive  journeys  run," 

and  introduced  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cowles  of  Ipswich,  who  made  a  most 
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earnest  address,  touching  upon  the  joys,  trials,  and  compensations 
of  missionary  life.  Mrs.  Benjamin  E.  Bates,  Treasurer,,  reported  the 
receipts  since  Jan.  1  to  be  $30,485.21.  Later  in  the  meeting,  Mrs. 
Bates  announced  a  centennial  offering,  —  a  string  of  gold  beads 
which  had  been  in  one  family  for  a  hundred  years,  —  now  given 
to  the  mission  treasury,  in  reality  a  centennial  offering,  A  graphic 
letter  from  Mrs.  C apron  of  the  Madura  Mission,  and  a  poem, 
"Spinning  for  the  Lord,"  finely  rendered  by  Miss  White  of 
Ipswich,  was  followed  by  a  very  interesting  paper  on  the  Constan- 
tinople Home,  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton. 

At  this  point  of  the  meeting,  the  announcement  of  the  revolution 
in  Turkey,  and  the  unknown  consequences  it  would  bring  to  the 
missionary  work,  sent  a  thrill  through  the  audience.  Mrs.  Wheeler 
of  Harpoot  then  spoke  in  stirring  words  of  her  firm  belief,  that, 
though  kingdoms  and  thrones  should  be  overturned,  the  missionary 
work  would  go  triumphantly  on;  though  buildings  might  be  de- 
stroyed, they  would  be  rebuilt;  though,  for  a  time,  the  horizon 
might  be  dark  and  threatening,  the  clouds  would  surely  be  dis- 
pelled, and  the  gospel  light  be  shed  abroad  throughout  the  Turkish 
empire. 

The  closing  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Chandler  of  the  Madura 
Mission,  who  is  to  return  to  her  field  at  the  close  of  summer.  She 
gave  statistics  of  the  work  in  her  mission,  bringing  out  exact  figures 
to  show  the  progress  of  the  last  ten  years :  she  also  spoke  of  the 
surprise  and  pleasure  she  had  felt  at  the  wonderful  uprising  of  the 
Christian  women  of  America  in  the  cause  of  missions.  As  this 
was  the  last  public  meeting  of  the  Board  she  would  attend  before 
her  return,  Mrs.  Chandler  closed  with  a  few  words  of  tender  fare- 
well, and  an  exhortation  to  continued  effort  for  the  salvation  of 
heathen  women. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton;  and  the  singing  of  the 
Doxology  closed  the  exercises,  which  were  of  the  greatest  interest 
to  all  present. 

EASTERN  CONNECTICUT  BRANCH. 

The  New  London  County  Branch  held  its  first  annual  meeting 
at  New  London,  June  7.  The  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ;  and  the  number  of  auxiliaries  has 
increased  from  fourteen  to  twenty-one,  including  our  six  mission- 
circles.  The  branch  assumes  the  support  of  Mrs.  Schaufner  and 
16 
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Miss  Parsons,  besides  appropriations  for  Bible-readers  and  scholar- 
ships. Papers  in  regard  to  the  proposed  "  Home  at  Kioto,"  and 
"  Our  Aims  for  the  Coming  Year,"  were  read,  as  well  as  some  in- 
teresting missionary  letters.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton  and  Mrs.  Burdett 
Hart  addressed  the  meeting;  and  their  words  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  instructive  and  helpful. 

It  was  voted  to  change  the  name  of  the  branch,  in  the  hope  of 
extending  its  sphere;  audit  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the  Eastern 
Connecticut  Branch.  E.  S.   Gilman,  Secretary. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Branch  will  not  be 
held  until  the  18th  of  October,  at  Manchester. 


In  answer  to  frequent  questions  as  to  the  state  of  our  treasury 
in  these  times  of  financial  pressure,  we  will  say  that  we  have  no 
serious  apprehensions  as  to  our  pledged  work,  feeling  that  our 
friends  will  make  strenuous  efforts  to  redeem  their  pledges.  We 
have  more  anxiety,  however,  as  to  the  progressive  work  so  earnestly 
approved  at  our  annual  meeting;  and  we  trust  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion entered  into  by  the  representatives  of  branches  and  auxilia- 
ries at  that  time  may  not  be  forgotten. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  prom  Mat  18  to  June  18,  1876. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


Maine  Branch.  —Mrs.  "Woodbury 
S.Dana.  Treas.,  Bethel,  lstCh., 
Aux.,  $8;  Yarmoutb,  "  Walnut 
Hill  Workers,"  $5;  Dennys- 
ville,  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc.,  $i0; 
Liraington,  Aux.,  $10;  Skow- 
liegan,  Aux.,  $15;  "  Helping 
Hands,"  $5;  Portland,  State- 
st.  S.  S.,  $20;  Farmington, 
Aux.,  $13;  " Willing  Work- 
ers," $50;  Wilton,  Mission  Cir- 
cle," $10;  South  Freeport, 
Aux.,  $46.50;  "Snow-Birds," 
$10 ;  Dover  and  Foxcroft,  Aux., 
$8 ;  Machias,  Aux.,  $23 ;  Water- 
ville,  Aux.,  $29.55;  Biddeford, 
Pavilion  Ch.,  Aux.,  $32.50; 
Bangor,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  by 
J.  S.  W.  in  memory  of  Mrs. 


Susan  A.  Wheelwright,  $115; 
Kioto  Home,  "Bangor  Rill," 
Hammond-st.  S.  S.,  $10;  Nor- 
ridgewock,  Aux.,  $12;  Au- 
burn, Aux.,  $37.80:  Water- 
ford,  Aux.,  $12;  Wells,  Aux., 
$38.15,  $520  60 

Biddeford.—  2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  G.  O. 
Burnham,  30  00 

Total,  $550  60 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas., 
Troy,  Aux.,  to  const.  L.M.  Mrs. 
Susan  Lowe,  $25 ;  Antrim,  La- 
dies of  Presbyterian  Ch.,  $10; 
Atkinson,  Aux.,  Mason,  ehare 
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In  Kioto  Home,  $5;  Bristol, 
Aux.,  add%  $11 ;  Concord,  Mrs. 
Asa  McFarland's  S.  S.  class, 
$5,  a  friend,  $5,  Aux.,  $30; 
Francestown,  Aux.,  25;  Haver- 
hill, Aux.,  $20;  Jaffrey,  Aux., 
$10;  Keene,  1st  Cli..  Mission 
Circle,  $20;  Lyme,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Sarah 
A.  Kingsbury,  $30;  Manches- 
ter, 1st  Cli.,  Aux. ,  $80 ;  Nashua, 
Aux.,  $50 ;  Mrs.  Lucy  Taggard, 
in  memory  of  her  husband, 
$10 ;  "  Penny-Gatherers,"  $10 ; 
Miss  Laura  E.  Kale,  in  mem- 
ory of  her  brother,  Merritt  E. 
Hale,  $10;  "  The  Home  Work- 
ers," $5;  Salem,  "Rain- 
drops," to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
E.  E.  Bowker,  $25 ;  Stratham, 
Aux.,  $27.20,  of  wh.  $321.95  for 
Kioto  Home,  Japan,  $403  20 

Henniker.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  16  50 

Sullivan.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  10  00 


Total, 


$420  70 


Female  Dep.  Armenian  College. 

New  Hampshire  Branch. — Am- 
herst, a  few  friends,  $12 ;  Nash- 
ua, "  Warfield  Memorial,"  $50,  $02  00 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  George 
H.  Fox,  Treas.,  Hinesburgh, 
"  Mayflowers,"  $5 ;  West  West- 
minster, Aux..  $5.75;  Fayette- 
ville,  Aux.,  $7;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  $10;  Westminster,  Aux., 
$15;  Benson,  a  friend,  $1; 
Fair  Haven,  Aux.,  $21;  West- 
ford,  Aux.,  $10;  Essex,  Aux., 
$5;  "Flock  of  Doves,"  $5; 
Coventry,  a  few  ladies,  $22; 
Hartford,  Aux.,  $31 ;  Rutland, 
Aux.,  $20.34;  Wells  River, 
"Workers  for  Jesus,"  pupil 
Miss  Townshend's  sch.,  $30; 
Kioto  Home,  $10;  Windsor, 
Mrs.  Reuben  Weston,  Kioto 
Home,  $10,  $214  19 

Montpelier.— Bethany,  S.  S.,  tow. 
pupil,  Harpoot,  24  13 

Winooski.  —  Aux.,  9  50 


Total,  $247  82 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

St.  Johnsbury.  —  Mrs.  Hannah 
E.  Jones,  towards  the  White 
Sisters'  Room,  $35  00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Abington.—  Aux.,  $36;  "King's 

Messengers,"  $7,  $43  00 

Amesbury. — Aux.,  33  00 

Andover.  —  Free  Ch.,  20  00 

Auburndale.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $20 
from  Mrs.    S.  T.  B.'s   Family 


Mite  Box,  and   $2  for   Kioto 
Home,  $30  00 

Bill  erica.  — Aux.,  to  const.  L.M. 
Mrs.  R.  K.  Underbill,  $25;  a 
friend,  to  const.  L.M.  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Gould,  $25,  50  00 

Boston.  —  A  friend,  $1 ;  Central 
Ch.,  "  De  Witt  Mission  Circle," 
$9.32;  "Eughaper  Mission  Cir- 
cle," $2.10;  add'l  from  Fair, 
$4;  Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  E.  D.  P., 
$1;  Park-st.  Ch.,  add'l,  $1; 
Shawmut  Ch.,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Hyde,  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Miss 
Elizabeth  W.  Webb  and  Mrs. 
H.  B.  Hammond,  New  York 
City,  $50;  Shawmufc  Branch 
Mission  sch.,  $50,  118  42 

South    Boston.  —  Phillips    Ch., 

Aux.,  add'l,  5  00 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  a  friend  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Cum- 
mings,  30  25 

Bradford.  —  Fern.  Sem.,  B.  R., 

Ceylon,  30  00 

Cambridgeport.  —  Aux.,  150  00 

Chatham.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Dalton.  —  Mrs.  K.  C.  Richards's 

S.  S.  class,  1  00 

Falmouth.  —  Mrs.  E.  R.  Swift,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Hetty  Jen- 
kins, 25  00 
Foxboro'.  —  Crystal  Rock  Soc'y, 
of  wh.  25  to  const.  L.  M.  Jen- 
nie E.  M.  Grover,  B.  R.,  Cey- 
lon, 60  00 
Franklin    Co.    Branch.  —  Miss 
Lucy   A.    Sparhawk,    Treas., 
Greenfield,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  James  Newton  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  L.  Stone,  $25  by 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Warfield  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Sarah  P.  Smead, 
$25  by  Mrs.  S.  W.  Eastman  to 
const.    L.  M.    Miss    Belle  W. 
Eastman),  for  the  Kioto  Home, 
Japan,                                           104  74 
Groveland.  — Aux.,  4  20 
Hanover.  —  Aux.,                                100 
Hinsdale.  —  Aux.,  Kioto  Home,     63  00 
Holliston.  —  Aux.,  pupil  Harpoot,  40  00 
Jamaica    Plain.—  "Wide 
Awakes,"  of  wh.  $10  for  Kioto 
Home,                                               25  00 
Lexington.  —  Aux.,  add'l,                 5  00 
Littleton.  —  Aux.,  $10.50;  C.  M. 

H.'s  Miss'y  Box,  $1,  11  50 

Lowell.  —Aux.,  7  00 

Lynn.—  " Mayflower  Mission 

Circle,"  6  45 

Maiden.—  Mrs.  Joseph  Sweetser, 

for  Harpoot  Sem'y,  50  00 

Medfield.  —  Mrs.  F.  D.  Ellis,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Ellis,  25  00 

Newton  Upper  Falls. — A  friend,  24  40 
North  Abington. —  Aux.,  7  00 

Pittsfield.  —  "  South  Church 
Mission  Circle,''  pupil  Ahmed- 
nuggur,  30  00 

Beading. — Aux.,  5  00 
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Salem.  —  Tabernacle    Ch.,   for 

B.  R.,  $60  00 

Springfield  BrancK.  —  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,  Treas,  Spring- 
field, 1st  Ch.,  $122.85;  North 
Ch.,  $42;  Olivet  Ch.,  $1.50; 
"  Olive  Branch  Mission  Circle," 
$5;  Chicopee,  3d  Ch.,  $19.38; 
Monson,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Morris  to  const,  herself 
L.  M.,  $G5,  255  73 

Uxbridge.  —Mrs.  Chas.  Ellis,  1  00 

Walt  ham.  —  Aux.,  3  00 

West  Barnstable.  —  Aux.,  20  00 

Wei  I  fleet.  —  Aux.,  2  00 

Wilmington.  —  Aux..   to   const. 

L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Carter,  25  00 

Wobum.  —  The  late  Mrs.  Erskine 
Ames,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Har- 
riet F.  Farrington,  25  00 
Worcester    Co.    Branch.  —  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Russell,   Treas.,   Win-        -1 
chendon,  Aux.,  $2G;   Clinton,      i> 
Aux.,     $15.50;     Southbridge,  \ 
Aux.,  $54.22;  "Messengers  of 
Joy,"  $30.75;  Brookside  Mis- 
sion Circle,  $22.03;  (Hubbards- 
ton,    Aux.,    $10.25;     Spencer, 
"Hillside  Workers,"  $10   for 
Kioto   Home,  $40,  for  North 
Mexico    Mission ;    Worcester, ' 
Woman's  Miss'y  Asso.,  Union 
Ch.  (of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Bailey  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
$25  by  Mrs.  C.  Washburn  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Kim- 
ball, $25  by  Mrs.  G.  M.  Rice  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  White 
Braintree.  one  hundred  years 
of  age),  $272.50;   Central  Ch. 

£>f  wh.  $25  by  a  friend  to  const. 
.  M.  Mrs.  E.  S.  C.  Barnes,  $25 
by  Mrs.  William  Jennison  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  F.  W.  Sweet- 
ser),  $240.79;  Plymouth  Ch., 
$10.05;  Salem-st.  Ch.,  $3,  735  69 

Yarmouth.  —  "  Little  Sea  Birds,"      2  00 


Total, 


RHODE  ISIiAND. 


$2,139  38 


Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas.,  Prov- 
idence. Beneficent  Ch.,  $100; 
Central  Falls,  Aux.,  $11 ;  "  Lit- 
tle Sunbeams,"  for  Kioto 
Home,  $31,  $142  00 

Total,  $142  00 


CONNECTICUT. 

Greenwich. — "  Bearers  of  Light," 
pupil  Inanda,  $37  00 

Hartford  Branch.—  Mrs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Plainville, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  Eze- 
kiel  Cowles  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Kate  M.  Cowles,  $50;  Union- 
■ville,  Aux.,  $28.25 ;  Terryville, 
Aux.,   $15;    Hampton,  Aux., 


$5.96;  S.  S.  Mission  Circle, 
$10.10;  Enfield,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
$22  for  Kioto  Home,  $23; 
Hartford.  Asylum  Hill  "Bee 
Hive,"  Kioto  Home,  $50;  a 
few  ladies  for  Kioto  Home, 
$50,  $232  31 

New  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Learned,  Treas.,  Green- 
field, Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  R.  P.  Stanton,  $55; 
New  London,  1st  Ch.,  $60,  115  00 


Total, 


NEW  YORK. 


$384  31 


New  York  State  Branch.  —  Miss 
Myra  Fritcher,  Treas.,  Nor- 
wich, Aux.,  $25;  Saratoga 
Springs  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $25; 
Franklin,  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  William  P.  Abell,  $25; 
Madison,  Aux.,  $5;  Morris- 
ville,  Aux.,  17;  Walton,  Aux., 
$18.59;  Westmoreland,  Aux., 
$11,  $126.59  — expenses  $2.94, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $123  65 

Binghamton.  —  Aux.,  15  00 

Brulgeu-ater.  —  By  the  late  Miss 
Harriet  Bostwick,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Bostwick,       29  00 

Brooklyn.  —  Bethel,  1  00 

East  Bloom  field.  —  "  Mission  Cir- 
cle," for  Kioto  Home,  10  00 

Homer.  —  Mrs.  Roxanna  Parsons 
Green,  to  const,  herself  L.  M.,     25  00 

Rensselaer  Falls.  —  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Rockwood,  $2;  a  friend,  .50,         2  50 

Total,        $206  15 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Washinaton.—  1st  Cong.  S.  S., 
pupil  Harpoot,  $40  00 


Total, 


OHIO. 

Mallet  Creel:.  —  Aux., 


Total, 


ENGLAND. 


$40  00 

$10  00 
$10  00 


London.  —  Mrs.  Gellibrand,  for 
Kioto  Home,  $25 ;  Miss  Ropes, 
of  wh.  $25  for  Kioto  Home, 
$45,  $70  00 


Total, 


$70  00 


General  Funds,  $4,219  96 

C.  Home  Building  Fund,  35  00 

Fern.  Dep.  of  Armenia  College,      62  00 
"  Life  and  1  Jght,"  236  20 

Weekly  Pledge,  6  82 

Leaflets,  7  20 

Total,  $4,567  18 

Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas. 
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CENTRAL  TURKEY. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  WOMEN   AT   THE   MARASH   STATION, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL,  1876. 

BY  MRS.    COFFING. 

Our  expectations  of  being  able  soon  to  do  nearly  what  the 
■women  in  our  field  needed,  now  that  the  coming  of  Miss  Spencer 
made  our  number  three,  were  soon  blasted  by  the  decision  that 
Miss  Williams  must  return  to  America.  Then  the  question  arose, 
"  How  shall  we  plan  the  work  so  as  not  to  do  more  than  our 
strength  will  bear?"  Once  or  twice  the  numerous  things  that 
have  pressed  for  only  their  ' '  few  minutes  "  have  nearly  overcome 
our  resolutions  to  keep  well,  yet  with  thankfulness  we  report  our- 
selves in  good  health. 

THE   TEN  SCHOOLS   OF   THE   CITY. 

A  change  of  teachers,  crowded,  uncomfortable  rooms,  small 
yards,  want  of  books  and  other  necessary  apparatus,  and  disagree- 
ments of  the  school  committee  among  themselves,  were  thoroughly 
discouraging  at  first.  But  on  the  whole  we  are  more  than  satisfied 
with  the  progress  the  scholars  have  made  ;  most  of  them  having 
done  about  double  what  we  have  ever  known  them  to  do  in  one 
year. 

THE   HIGH   SCHOOL   FOR   GIRLS 

was  not  opened  last  fall  for  lack  of  a  suitable  native  teacher.  We 
were  sorry  to  have  the  girls  disappointed,  but  glad  of  their  help 
in  the  out-stations  and  primary  schools  here.  The  number  of 
scholars  in  the  schools  is  four  hundred  and  eighteen,  two  hundred 
and  four  being  girls.  There  have  never  been  fewer  tardy  marks, 
or  fewer  absentees. 

THE   BOARDING   DEPARTMENT. 

Two  of  the  girls  that  were  with  us  last  year  were  sent  home 
because  they  did  not  appear  to  have  mind  enough  to  justify  us  in 
retaining  them.     The  girls  have  done  very  well  in  their  studies, 
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and  especially  have  we  been  pleased  with  their  intelligent  interest 
in  their  Bible.  "We  have  read  together  the  Epistles  of  James, 
John,  and  Jude;  have  studied  Hebrews  and  the  four  Gospels  in 
harmony  ;  and  the  whole  book  has  been  well  turned  to  find  verses 
on  some  special  subject  to  repeat  at  the  breakfast-table,  such  as 
"the  sabbath,"  "lying,"  "instances  of  special  answers  to 
prayer,"  "the  birds,"  "  the  animals,"  and  the  "plants"  of  the 
Bible.  The  advanced  class  have  also  studied  the  Acts  in  the 
school. 

As  a  family,  we  have  been  peculiarly  taxed  in  our  sympathies 
for  one  another.  First  the  brother  of  one  of  the  girls  died  ;  then 
one  of  our  own  number,  a  dear  sweet  lamb  from  Fundajak, 
sickened,  and  Jesus  took  her  into  his  own  school.  One  after 
another,  we  received  word  that  some  loved  one  had  passed  the 
river,  till  two  brothers,  two  fathers,  two  mothers,  two  brothers-in- 
law,  and  a  sister  had  crossed  over.  Never  before  did  I  realize  how 
fully  the  gospel  had  penetrated  this  country  ;  for  although  some 
of  these  persons  were  in  out-of-the-way  places,  and  days  apart,  we 
believe  that  all  but  one  went  to  Jesus.  And  how  our  hearts  ached 
for  that  daughter,  as  she  said  through  her  tears,  "You  all  have 
something  to  comfort  you  I  Alas !  my  father  was  noted  for  noth- 
ing but  his  profanity." 

Six  of  the  fifteen  now  with  us  we  hope  will  teach  next  year. 
We  send  them  out  in  the  full  expectation,  that  with  the  help  of 
Jesus,  whom  we  have  reason  to  think  they  trust,  they  will  be  able 
to  do  much  for  their  degraded  sisters.  With  our  out-stations  thus 
supplied,  we  do  not  propose  to  bring  in  the  girls  from  the  villages 
till  they  are  much  more  advanced  than  these  were  when  they  came 
to  us  :  therefore  we  only  ask  an  appropriation  for  twelve  scholars 
the  coming  year. 

THE   MOTHERS'   MONTHLY  MEETINGS 

have  been  interesting,  and  as  well  attended  as  we  could  expect, 
considering  they  rotate  from  church  to  church,  which  makes  the 
distance  so  great  for  many,  they  cannot  possibly  go.  "  The  Ad- 
vance," in  the  issue  of  Feb.  3,  speaks  of  Dr.  S.  II.  Tyng's  "  Button- 
hole Committee."  One  committee  of  women  in  the  Second  Church 
might  be  called  an  "  Apron  String  Committee;  "  for  they  are  not 
only  on  the  lookout  at  the  doors  for  strangers  and  delinquents, 
but  on  their  way  to  church  they  sometimes  go  quite  out  of  their 
way  to  call  for  a  woman  who  has  promised  to  come,  fearing  she 
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may  forget  the  hour,  or  allow  some  trifle  to  keep  her  at  home. 
Since  Jan.  1  this  committee  has  visited  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  houses,  and  had  religious  conversation  with  more  than  twice 
that  number  of  individuals.  Besides  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
church,  they  have  held  numerous  prayer-meetings  in  different 
wards  of  the  city.  The  smallest  number  present  at  any  of  these 
meeting  has  been  ten;  the  largest,  sixty.  A  girls'  prayer-meeting 
has  been  established  and  well  sustained.  At  this,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee is  always  present,  not  to  take  part,  but  for  decorum's  sake. 
Our  Father  has  blessed  these  efforts  by  quickening  church-mem- 
bers, and  awakening  sinners.  In  the  palmiest  days  of  the  church, 
before  the  Fourth  went  out  from  us,  and  Pastor  Avadis  was  with 
us,  the  largest  number  of  women  ever  present  at  sabbath  school 
was  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  fifty-six.  Now  we  have  a  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  over  ;  and  at  the  Wednesday  lecture  a  hundred  and 
forty  and  fifty  have  been  present.  And  of  the  thirty-one  received 
into  the  church  last  sabbath,  twenty-one  were  women,  making 
thirty-nine  received. during  the  year.  The  whole  number  received 
during  the  year  to  the  four  churches  is  fifty-three. 

Miss  Spencer,' on  invitation  of  the  Third  Church,  has  cast  in  her 
lot  with  them;  but,  for  want  of  the  language,  her  work  is  still  in 
the  future.  The  sabbath  services  have  been  well  attended  both  in 
this  and  the  Fourth  Church,  as  also  the  Wednesday  meetings. 

OUT-STATIONS. 

Miss  Williams  visited  all  of  the  out-stations  last  summer,  and 
ought  to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  this  part  of  the  Report. 

Zeitoon.  —  Of  the  work  in  this  place,  we  need  only  add,  that, 
since  our  visit  in  February,  seven  more  women  have  been  added  to 
the  number  of  learners;  and  the  school,  with  warm  weather,  which 
brings  garden-making,  has  diminished. 

Albustan.  —  Here  we  have  had  a  good  teacher  with  twenty 
girls  and  twenty-five  boys;  and  the  pastor  reports  their  having 
made  good  progress.  The  teacher  having  been  in  poor  health,  she 
has  been  able  to  do  but  little  outside  the  school;  and,  if  she  had 
been,  there  is  little  hope  of  improvement  in  the  spiritual  state  oJH 
the  women,  till  there  is  a  change  in  the  pastorate. 

Yarpuz.  — We  have  had  no  regular  teacher  here;  but  the  wife 
of  the  present  preacher  is  one  of  the  scholars,  and  has  done  what 
she  could  for  the  women. 

Siiaedere.  —  Here,  for  the  first  time,  we  have  had  a  worker 
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this  year.  Kohar  went  reluctantly  to  the  place.  It  was  so  far  off, 
so  small,  and  she  feared  there  was  really  nothing  for  her  to  do 
there ;  but  every  letter  has  been  full  of  gladness  and  hope.  She 
has  now  fifteen  women  who  take  daily  lessons,  and  are  really 
learning  to  read.  We  shall  try  to  retain  her  there  another  year, 
but,  in  order  to  do  so,  maybe  obliged  to  take  her  daughter  into  our 
own  family,  as  there  are  no  school  advantages  for  her  at  Shardere. 

Hadjin.  —  We  feared  that  the  death  of  the  pastor  there  would 
hinder  the  work;  but  our  Father  has  rebuked  our  want  of  faith. 
The  wife  of  our  acting  pastor,  our  former  matron,  has  had  thirty- 
five  women  to  teach;  and  she  writes,  "  I  can  get  around  to  them 
but  once  in  two  days."  The  teacher  has  had  forty  girls,  between 
the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen,  in  her  school.  She  has  three  regu- 
lar classes,  and  a  number  who  are  yet  in  the  primer.  The  number 
of  women  present  on  the  sabbath  is  so  large,  that  there  would  be 
no  place  for  them,  were  it  not  that  many  of  the  men  are  away  in 
the  winter,  and  the  women  appropriate  their  places.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  must  have  two  Bible-readers  here  next  year.  A  room 
for  the  girls'  school,  and  rooms  for  our  teacher,  which  can  be 
occupied  by  us  when  we  are  there,  are  necessary  for  the  further 
development  of  the  work  in  this  place.  But,  as  we  know  so  little 
what  the  cost  of  such  rooms  would  be,  we  do  not  ask  an  appropria- 
tion now;  but  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior  will 
probably  have  a  communication  from  us  for  their  November  meet- 
ing. 

Sis.  —  After  Maream  went  to  Hadjin,  we  sent  Hatoon  to  Sis. 
Like  Kohar,  she  was  afraid  she  would  have  nothing  to  do;  but  she 
has  had  five  women  to  teach,  and  seven  or  eight  girls.  She  has 
had  Wednesday  meetings,  a  good  work  on  the  sabbath,  with  a 
good  degree  of  liberty  in  visiting  from  house  to  house;  and  now 
she  only  regrets  that  this  warm  weather  will  so  soon  separate  her 
from  her  work.  The  wedge  seems  truly  to  have  entered  there; 
and,  with  our  present  force  of  girls,  we  hope  to  drive  it.  .  .  . 

In  closing,  we  only  add  that  our  work  never  looked  more  hopeful, 
and  we  never  were  happier,  than  at  this  time. 


Thrice  blest  is  he  to  whom  is  given 
The  instinct  that  can  tell 
That  God  is  on  the  Held  when  he 
Is  most  invisible." —  Faber. 
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JAPAN. 

A  LETTER  FROM  MISS  BARROWS. 

Kobe,  April  15, 1876. 

We  had  a  long,  rough  voyage,  but  were  brought  safely  on  our 
way.  We  landed  in  Yokohama  the  29th  of  March,  spent  a  week 
with  the  friends  there,  and  came  to  anchor  in  this  harbor  on  the 
morning  of  April  7. 

A  new  sense  of  responsibility  comes  to  me  when  I  think  I  stand 
here  as  your  representative,  coming  in  your  name,  and  by  your  sup- 
port, to  do  Christ's  work  in  this  Christless  land.  My  only  hope 
of  success  is  in  his  promised  help.  I  come  resting  upon  his 
word,  "  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need."  I  am  so  glad  to  be 
here!  thankful  to  be  "  counted  worthy."  This  is  a  beautiful  land, 
—  a  land  of  hills  and  valleys  and  springs  of  water;  but  upon  every 
high  hill,  and  under  every  green  tree,  are  temples  and  shrines  and 
tokens  of  idol  worship.  The  people  interest  me  exceedingly,  and  I 
long  to  have  my  mouth  opened,  that  I  may  tell  them  of  Jesus. 
Some  seem  all  ready  to  receive  the  gospel  when  it  is  brought  to 
them.  This  is,  without  doubt,  the  time  to  work  for  Japan.  The 
accounts  we  have  of  the  work  in  different  places  are  simply  won- 
derful. 

Mr.  Atkinson,  with  two  of  the  native  helpers,  is  spending  a 
month  in  Shikoku,  one  of  the  neighboring  islands,  which  has  not 
before  been  visited  by  missionaries.  They  report  an  audience  of 
from  three  to  four  hundred  every  day,  and  concerning  some  of 
whom  they  have  hope  that  they  have  already  received  the  light. 
Mr.  Atkinson  returns  this  week,  as  he  has  not  permission  to  remain 
longer  ;  but  the  seed  sown  will  not  be  lost,  and,  before  long,  we 
may  hope  for  the  opening  of  a  new  station  there. 

I  have  been  listening  to  a  most  interesting  letter  from  Capt. 
Jamo,  who  is  teaching  in  one  of  the  government  schools  in  Kumar- 
noten,  on  one  of  the  larger  islands  south  of  us.  He  is  an  earnest 
Christian  man,  and  for  five  years  has  been  teaching  Christ  to  his 
pupils  ;  and  many  of  them  have  become  Christians.  But  their 
zeal  to  bring  others  to  the  same  blessed  knowledge  has  excited  a 
strong  spirit  of  persecution  (not  from  the  Central  Government, 
but  local,  and  from  friends)  ;  and  to  them  it  has  been  given  not 
only  to  believe  in  Christ,  but  to  suffer  for  his  sake.  Their  trials 
have  wrought  out  in  those  boys  (of  whom  I  think  there  are  thirty) 
such  a  spirit  of  heroism,  and  of  sweet  and  humble  fidelity  to  the 
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Master,  as  we  read  of  among  the  early  disciples.  It  is  beautiful 
to  read  of  it  ;  and  we  can  only  wonder  at  the  power  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  The  persecutions  have  somewhat  abated  now.  Many 
of  these  young  men  hope  to  come  to  the  training-school  at  Kioto. 
We  cannot  help  hoping  that  the  doors  will  soon  be  opened  through 
the  land.  I  saw,  last  week,  a  man  and  his  wife  from  Hiogo,  who, 
three  months  ago,  had  not  heard  of  Jesus.  The  man  was  so 
wicked,  some  said  it  was  of  no  use  to  try  to  do  any  thing  for  him. 
His  wife  said  he  used  to  beat  her,  and  was  very  cruel  to  her. 
"  Now,"  she  says,  "  we  pray  together  every  night  and  morning." 
I  might  multiply  instances,  did  time  and  space  permit. 

I  have  found  my  place  at  once  in  the  Home  here.  Miss  Talcott 
and  Miss  Dudley  have  their  hands  and  hearts  more  than  full  with 
the  school  and  all  the  outside  work.  They  have  free  access  to  the 
homes  and  hearts  of  the  people,  and  only  want  time  and  strength, 
and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  accomplish  a  great  work.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  "lend  a  hand"  here  at  the  Home  at  once. 
I  am  gathering  up  some  words  of  this  strange  tongue,  and  intend 
to  commence  study  in  earnest  next  month. 


m   l&tptimmif 


REPORTS  OF  THE   STATE  ANNUAL  MEETINGS. 

INDIANA. 

It  may  be  a  source  of  encouragement  to  those  who  labor  and 
pray  for  the  increase  of  a  true  missionary  spirit  among  Christian 
women  in  America,  to  know  that  an  "awakening"  has  taken 
place  this  spring  in  Indiana,  among  those  whose  contributions  flow 
into  the  treasury  of  the  "  Board  of  the  Interior." 

Our  State  has  been  slow  to  take  rank  with  many  of  her  sisters 
in  most  things  which  make  them  a  power  for  good.  But  "  Pil- 
grim" seed  was  sown  here  at  an  early  day;  and,  although  it  has 
been  slow  in  blossoming,  the  day  has  come  when  we  look  for  fruit. 

The  General  State  Association  of  Congregational  Churches  was 
held  in  Michigan  City,  the  second  week  in  May,  and,  in  connection 
with  it,  a  missionary  meeting,  which  was  addressed  by  Mrs.  Moses 
Smith. 
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Reports,  mostly  encouraging,  were  made  from  the  different  auxil- 
iary societies  in  the  State ;  and  every  one  present  seemed  inspired 
with  a  desire  to  do  and  give  and  pray  more  for  the  hopeless, 
despairing  women  who  are  living  in  the  darkness  of  heathenism. 

A  State  branch  was  organized,  adopting  a  constitution  similar  to 
the  one  in  Michigan,  which  provides  for  a  president  and  secretary, 
and  a  vice-president,  from  each  of  the  local  associations.  Mrs. 
Dean  of  Indianapolis  was  chosen  President,  Miss  Kimball  of  Fort 
Wayne  Secretary,  Mrs.  Andrews  of  Angola  Vice-President  in  the 
Northern  Association,  Ifirs.  Elder  of  Terre  Haute  in  the  Central, 
and  Mrs.  Connett  in  the  Southern  Association. 

It  was  voted  to  recommend  to  the  several  societies  in  the  State 
the  completion  of  the  Japan  Home  as  one  part  in  "  the  building  of 
the  wall  "  for  this  year;  the  requisite  sum  being  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars. 

In  the  evening  the  venerable  Dr.  Lindley  thrilled  every  heart 
with  his  story  of  the  suffering  and  degradation  of  women  in  Africa, 
as  no  one  can  realize  who  never  has  heard  him. 

And  the  impression  thus  made  was  deepened  among  those  who 
carried  away  with  them  that  little  tract,  "  The  Parish  of  Fair 
Haven,"  and  in  the  quiet  of  their  own  homes  read  the  story.  It 
cannot  be  that  one  among  them  rose  from  the  reading  without 
longing  to  join  "  The  Church  of  the  True  Believers,"  or  praying 
for  a  truer  spirit  of  consecration  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

In  more  than  one  home  the  little  missionary  bank  has  been 
opened,  in  which  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  deposit  sums  great  and 
small,  as  the  joy  of  self-denial  for  Christ  is  being  learned.  Is  it 
not  safe  to  say  these  many  little  springs  will  enlarge  the  stream 
which  shall  flow  into  the  Lord's  treasury  from  this  part  of  the 
field?  Mrs.  J.  C.  II. 

MICHIGAN  BRANCH. 

A  meeting  of  this  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for 
the  Interior  was  held,  in  connection  with  the  State  General  Asso- 
ciation, at  Pontiac,  May  17.  Mrs.  Kassick  of  Jackson,  President 
of  the  Branch,  took  the  chair. 

After  devotional  exercises,  and  an  address  of  welcome  read  by 
Mrs.  Voorheis  of  Pontiac,  the  Annual  Report  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Hubbell,  State  Secretary.  This  gives  seventy-six  socie- 
ties in  the  State;  seventeen  having  been  added  during  the  past 
year,  besides  eleven  mission  bands.     The  Report  also  gave  a  state- 
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ment  of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  be  raised  this  year  by 
our  auxiliaries,  that  the  proportion  hitherto  given  by  Michigan  to 
the  funds  of  the  Board  of  the  Interior  be  not  lessened. 

Reports  from  the  vice-presidents  of  different  conferences  were 
then  called  for,  and  showed  some  encouraging  features  of  interest 
and  growth  in  the  work  attempted. 

The  last  hour  of  this  morning  session  was  given  to  devotional 
exercises,  led  by  Mrs.  O.  B.  Waters.  At  its  commencement,  Mrs. 
Love  of  East  Saginaw  read  an  admirable  paper  on  the  topic 
"  Need  of  Deeper  Consecration  to  Christ's  Work." 

In  the  afternoon,  after  an  opening  prayer  by  Mrs.  Geddes,  the 
constitution,  having  been  slightly  modified,  was  accepted  and 
adopted.  A  discussion  then  followed  upon  the  general  work. 
"  How  to  form  Mission  Bands,"  "  How  to  Interest  those  not  yet 
Enlisted,"  "  How  to  Sustain  Feeble  Societies,"  and  kindred  topics, 
elicited  much  earnest  discussion  and  suggestive  thoughts  from 
many  delegates.  This  opportunity  for  free  interchange  of  thought 
was  felt  to  be  a  most  valuable  part  of  the  meeting,  attesting  mutual 
interests  and  fresh  sympathies,  and  giving  new  hopes  to  some 
almost  disheartened  workers. 

The  merits  and  claims  of  "Life  and  Light"  were  presented  in  a 
brief  paper,  followed  by  a  resolution  of  the  society  that  special 
effort  be  made  to  increase  its  circulation.  Mrs.  Moses  Smith, 
President  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior  made 
an  earnest  address,  especially  recommending  the  raising  of  the 
Centennial  Dollar  Fund. 

Mrs.  Lindley,  who  gave  the  best  forty  years  of  her  life  to  work 
in  Africa  was  introduced,  and  gave  some  interesting  facts  relating 
to  that  field.  A  letter  was  also  read  from  one  of  the  girls  whom 
she  had  helped  to  raise  from  the  degradation  of  heathen  life,  now 
an  intelligent  and  active  Christian  woman.  After  a  rising  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  ladies  of  Pontiac  for  their  hearty  welcome  and  their 
generous  hospitality,  and  the  singing  one  verse  of  the  never  worn- 
out  Missionary  Hymn,  the  society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Ann  Arbor, 
in  May,  1877.  E.  P.  B. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Meeting,  held,  in  connection  with  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Association,  at  Quincy,  organized  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  May  23.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Clapp,  State  Secretary  for 
Southern  Illinois,  presided.  Soon  after  the  organization,  the  ladies 
were  invited  by  the  association  to  adjourn,  that  they  might  listen 
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to  missionary  addresses  by  Dr.  Clark  and  others  connected  with 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  the  first  business  was  to  consider  the 
question  whether  a  State  branch  should  be  established.  It  was 
thought  desirable  ;  but,  the  northern  part  of  the  State  not  being 
represented,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  defer  such  action  till  the  No- 
vember meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior, 
in  Chicago.  In  the  mean  time,  an  interest  in  such  a  movement  was 
to  be  awakened.  A  committee  of  three  ladies  from  each  of  the 
four  local  associations  of  Southern  Illinois  was  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  endeavor  to  form  auxiliaries  in  the  churches 
within  their  limits,  where  none  now  exist. 

A  short  discussion  followed  as  to  the  best  means  of  arousing  an 
interest  in  this  work.  It  seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  it 
was  better  to  commence  working  among  the  children  than  among 
older  people. 

After  this,  Mrs.  Mellen  of  South  Africa  gave  a  very  interesting 
account  of  her  work  there  ;  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

L.  M.  R. 

MISSOURI. 

The  Missouri  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Interior  held  its  Annual  Meeting  in  St.  Louis,  April  7.  The  morn- 
ing session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  President,  Mrs.  Van 
Nostrand.  Mrs.  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  branch,  presented  the 
Annual  Report,  in  which  she  recommended  that  a  more  systematic 
plan  of  giving  be  adopted,  in  order  to  increase  the  income  of  the 
society,  and  make  it  less  uncertain;  and  that  objects  be  adopted  in 
different  parts  of  the  foreign  field,  so  that  their  interests  might  be 
broadened,  while  they  continue  to  contribute  towards  the  support 
of  Miss  Anderson.  She  also  recommended  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  greatly  extend  the  circulation  of  ' '  Life  and  Light  ".as  a  sure 
method  of  increasing  the  interest  in  the  cause.  The  Treasurer 
reported  the  receipts  for  the  year  as  $511.30.  Reports  were  then 
received  from  the  juvenile  societies  and  the  auxiliaries  in  Kidder 
and  Kansas  City.  An  interesting  report  was  read  from  the  school 
at  Ahmednuggur,  India,  where  their  missionary,  Miss  Anderson, 
is  stationed. 

The  first  half-hour  of  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  devotional 
exercises,  led  by  Mrs.  Scales.  Essays  was  read  by  Mrs.  Kellogg 
upon  "  The  Missionary  Spirit,"  by  Mrs.  Hawes,  on  "  The  Respon- 
sibility of  those  that  '  Tarry  by  the  Stuff,'  "  and  by  Mrs.  Goodell. 


254  LIFE  AND  LIGUT. 

The  meeting  was  thought  by  those  present  to  be  the  most  stirring 
and  interesting  held  since  their  organization. 

IOWA. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Iowa  societies  auxiliary  to  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior  was  held  in  Burling- 
ton, June  1,  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Associa- 
tion. Mrs.  Magoun,  State  Secretary,  presided.  After  the  open- 
ing exercises,  Dr.  Clark,  Secretary  of  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Foreign  Missions,  came  in,  and  addressed  us  for  a 
few  minutes  with  his  earnest,  hearty,  glowing  words  of  cheer.  Of 
the  sixty-two  societies  in  Iowa,  eleven  were  represented  by  delegate, 
and  twenty  by  letters.  From  the  remaining  thirty-one,  no  response 
was  received  to  the  Circular  sent  by  the  State  Secretary  previous  to 
the  meeting. 

After  reports  from  the  societies,  the  subject  of  forming  a  State 
branch  was  brought  before  the  meeting.  After  some  explanations 
by  Mrs.  Magoun,  and  a  brief  discussion,  it  was  voted  to  form  a 
State  branch  in  Iowa,  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Interior.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Ma- 
goun of  Grinnell  was  elected  President,  and  Mrs.  L.  F.  Parker 
of  Iowa  City,  Secretary,  and  a  vice-president  chosen  from  each 
minor  association.  After  listening  to  several  letters  from  mis- 
sionaries, we  were  led  in  a  closing  prayer  by  Mrs.  White  of  Ches- 
ter, formerly  a  missionary  in  Marash,  Turkey.  We  earnestly 
hope  and  expect  that  a  new  impulse  will  be  given  to  the  mission- 
ary work  in  our  State  by  the  more  systematic  organization  adopted, 
and  that,  ere  another  year  shall  close,  many  more  of  the  women  in 
the  two  hundred  churches  in  our  State  will  have  joined  their  efforts 
with  ours  to  carry  the  gospel  so  precious  to  us  to  our  heavy  laden 
sisters  in  Pagan  lands.  E.  E.  M. 

KANSAS. 

Our  Annual  State  Missionary  Meeting  assembled  in  Atchison 
on  the  afternoon  of  June  9,  and  organized  with  Mrs.  Cushing  in 
the  chair.  After  appropriate  opening  exercises,  a  review  of  gene- 
ral work  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  since 
its  organization,  was  taken  up;  and  its  financial  condition,  and  the 
results  of  its  past  labors,  were  laid  before  those  present.  The 
outlook  increased  our  interest,  and  quickened  our  energies.  Letters 
were  read  from  different  points,  — one  from  Mrs.  Kincaid  of  Ober- 
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lin,  O.,  giving  incidents  in  the  work  of  native  Bible-women,  and 
telling  of  the  opposition  they  meet  with.  We  ascertained  that 
four  Kansas  auxiliaries  had  remitted  funds  since  the  beginning  of 
this  year.  The  number  that  has  been  organized  does  not  appear. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  societies  from  which  reports  were 
received :  Atchison,  Ridgeway,  Waubansee,  Wyandotte,  Valley 
Falls,  and  Leavenworth. 

Different  ladies  made  suggestions  and  helpful  remarks.  The 
spirit  of  Christ  seemed  to  pervade  the  meeting,  and  an  earnestness 
that  promises  well  for  this  young  State  and  the  future  mission- 
work.  The  meeting  closed  with  prayer,  and,  having  retightened 
our  harness,'  each  one  went  out  to  her  field  of  labor.  E.  P. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF    MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  Mat  15,  to  June  15,  1876. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


Centre  Belpre.  —  Aux.,  $25  00 

Cincinnati.  —  7tli-st.  Ch.,  Aux., 

for  Bible-reader  at  Sis,  $25; 

Vine-st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  general 

fund,  $35.10, 
Elyria.  —  1st  Pres.  Ch.  Sunday 

school,  for  scholarship  at  Sa- 

mokov, 
Gustavus.  — Aux., 
Kent. — Aux., 
Madison.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  10  is  for 

Health  Retreat  near  Mardin, 

the  remainder  for  scholarship 

at  Erzroom, 
Marietta.  —  Aux.,    for    Panka 

Dachova  of  Samokov, 
Mt.  Vernon.—  Aux.,  $32;  Young 

Ladies'  Miss.    Soc,  for   Mrs. 

Mumford's  tours,  $11, 
Ravenna.  —  Aux.,  for  Home  at 

Kobe, 
Sandusky .  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  at 

Samokov,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 

H.  N.  Burton  of  Kalamazoo, 

Mich.,  L.  M., 
Tallmadge.  —  "Messenger 

Birds." 


60  10 


40  00 
5  00 
15  00 


24  00 

25  00 


43  00 
20  00 


25  00 
14  00 


Total, 
MICHIGAN. 


$296  10 


Alpine.  —  Aux.,  $6  00 

Canandaigua.  —  Aux.,  3  50 
Columbus.  —  Sunday  School,  for 

salary  of  Miss  Pinkerton,  1  63 


Detroit.  —  "  Sunbeam  Band,"  of 
wh.  $30  is  for  centennial  work, 
the  remainder  for  school  at 
Battalagundu,  constituting 
Winnie  Lane,  Bell  Robinson, 
Florence  Lane,  and  Sadie  Case, 
L.  M.'s,  $103  00 

East  Saginaw.  —  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Shattuck,  $91.75; 
"Faithful  Workers,"  for  Miss 
Shattuck's  salary,  $38 ;  Teach- 
er's Mission-circle  for  Health 
Retreat,  $10, 

Farwell.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Spen- 
cer, 

Morenci.  — Aux., 

Prattsville.  —  Aux., 

Pontiac.  —  Aux.,  for  scholarship 
at  Marash, 

Port  Huron.  — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Pinkerton, 

Richmond.  —  Sunday  school,  for 
Miss  Pinkerton, 

Vermontville.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10 
is  for  missionary  children,  the 
remainder  for  salary  of  Miss 
Spencer, 


139  75 

845 
8  10 
5  00 

20  00 

13  20 

1  68 


44  00 


Total, 


ILLINOIS. 


$354  31 


Amboy.  —  Aux.,  and  Sunday 
School,  $15  50 

Batavia, — Aux.,  for  travelling 
expenses  of  delegate,  5  00 

Canton.—  Aux.,  14  00 
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Chicago.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary of  Miss  Patrick,  $20;  Ko- 
har  Band  of  1st  Ch.,  for  sup- 

Sort  of  Kohar  of  Ilarpoot,  §40; 
Tew  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux.,  of  wh. 
Mrs.  E.  W.  B.,  for  printing 
circulars,  $12;  for  salary  of 
Miss  Chapin,  $52;  Leavitt-st. 
Ch  ,  for  missionary  children, 
and  to  const.  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Warren,  L.  M.,  §25.  $149  00 

Elgin.  —  Young  Ladies'  Miss. 
Soc,  for  educating  Fugi  of 
Kobe,  30  00 

Elmhurst.  —  Union  Miss.  Soc, 
for  missionary  children,  10  00 

Farminqton.  —  Aux.,  to  const. 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Richards  L.  M.,  35  40 

Galesburg.  —  For  travelling  ex- 
penses of  missionary,  4  00 

Geneseo.  —  "  Missionary  Rill,"         5  00 

Granville.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  §10  is 
for  centennial  work,  30  00 

Lisbon.  —  Aux.,  20  00 

Maiden.  —  Aux.,  for  centennial 
work,  7  00 

Mend<w.  —  Mrs.  J.  Fowler,  for  a 
6hare  in  the  Japan  newspaper 
for  each  of  her  five  grandchil- 
dren, §50 ;  thank  -  offerings 
from  seven  ladies,  §G.50,  56  50 

Oak  Park.  —  Aux.,  for  school  at 
Manissa,  and  with  prev.  cont. 
constituting  Mrs.  J.  K.  Russell, 
Miss  Gertie  Russell,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Randall,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Pease,  and 
Miss  Charlotte  Emerson, 
L.  M.'s,  46  00 

Odell.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Providence.  —  Aux.,  11  00 

Eockford.—  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  §40  is  for  support  of 
pupil  in  Bridgman  school,  the 
remainder  for  Miss  Diament's 
salary,  72  05 

Sycamore. — Aux.,  15  00 


§530  45 


Total, 

WISCONSIN. 


Beloit.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  §9  is  for 
Health  Retreat  near  Mardin,     §11  00 

Milton.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Taylor,  10  00 

West  Salem.  —  A  "  Thank-offer- 
ing, for  centennial  work,"  2  00 


Total, 

IOWA. 


§23  00 


Charles  City.  —  Aux.,  for  "Cen- 
tennial fund,"  §10  00 

Chester.  —  Aux.,  for  support  of 
Tenna  of  Samokov,  21  00 

Des  Moines.  —  Aux. ,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Hillis,  $32.84;  Plymouth 
Ch.  S.  S.,  for  pupil  in  Bridg- 
man school,  $3i;.14;  "Prairie 
Chickens,"  for  missionary  chil- 
dren, $10,  78  98 


Glemcood. — Aux.,  for  Dakota 
mission,  $12  00 

Grinnell.  —  "  A  friend,  for  Fort 
Berthold,"  3  00 

Keokuk.  —  Aux.,  for  share  in 
centennial  work,  10  00 

Marion.  —  Aux.,  for  Health  Re- 
treat, 10  00 

Muscatine.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  §10  is 
for  Health  Retreat,  the  remain- 
der for  missionary  children, 
§30;  "Seeds  of  Mercy,"  for 
pupil  in  Marash  school,  and  to 
const.  Miss  Nellie  F.  Canon 
L.  M.,  §25,  55  00 


Total, 


MINNESOTA. 


§199  98 


Minneapolis.  —  Plymouth  Ch. 
S.  S.,  for  Loosia  of  Haraman 
at  Marash,  §40  00 

Rochester.  —  Aux.,  12  50 


Total, 


$52  50 


MISSOtTKI. 


Breckenridge.  —  Aux.,  §7  00 

Brook  field.  — Aux.,  8  00 

Cameron.  —  Aux.,  11  75 

Kidder.  —  Aux.,   for    travelling 

expenses  of  missionary,  3  25 

Memphis.  —  Cong.  Ch.,  1  50 

St.  Louis.  —  Pilgrim  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Win.  G.  Webb, 
centennial  offering  for  Health 
Retreat,  and  for  missionary 
children,  20  00 


Total, 

§51  50 

KANSAS. 

Leavenworth.  —  Aux., 

§18  15 

Total, 

§18  15 

DAKOTA. 

Yankton.  —  "  Willing    Hearts," 
for  shares  in  centennial  work,   §50  00 

Total, 

§50  00 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs.  —  Aux., 

$5  25 

Total, 

$5  25 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  books  and  pamphlets,       §12  07 
Sherbrooke,  Canada.  —  Woman's 
Union  Board  of  Missions,  for 
Maritza  in  Manissa  school,        §56  43 


Total, 
Total, 


$68  50 
$1,649  74 
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CEYLON. 
WOEK  AMONG  THE  WOMEN. 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mission. 

"  Much  effort  has  been  made  from  the  first,  by  the  members  of 
this  mission,  to  reach  the  women  by  educating  girls,  by  meetings 
for  heathen  women,  —  usually  held  by  missionary  ladies,  —  and  by 
house  visitation.  Partly  on  account  of  the  rural  character  of  our 
population,  there  is  but  little  of  that  rigid  seclusion  of  females 
which  is  practised  among  the  higher  classes  of  Hindus  in  the  cities 
of  India.  Though  the  zenana,  strictly  speaking,  is  not  found 
here,  yet  there  is  a  shrinking  from  publicity  on  the  part  of  respec- 
table women,  which  hinders  efforts  for  their  spiritual  good,  except 
by  missionary  ladies  or  Bible-women.  The  importance  of  the 
work  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  It  is  more  important  here 
than  in  many  parts  of  India,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  really 
the  property-holders  of  the  land  ;  a  large  proportion  of  the  real 
estate  being  dowry  property — registered  in  their  names,  and 
handed  down  from  mothers  to  daughters,  —  which  the  husbands 
and  sons  cannot  touch  without  their  consent. 

"  This  gives  them  great  power  and  influence  in  the  community; 
and  this  influence  is  now  one  of  the  greatest  hinderances  to  the 
progress  of  the  truth.  The  home  training  —  the  influence  of 
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wives,  mothers,  grandmothers,  sisters  —  is  almost  the  one  great 
obstacle  that  deters  from  embracing  Christianity  the  boy  who 
is  learning  about  Christ  in  the  village  schools,  the  young  man  who 
is  aroused  to  see  the  truth  in  the  higher  school  or  college,  the  man 
who  formerly  studied,  and  is  at  times  somewhat  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  his  sin  and  danger,  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  unedu- 
cated heathen,  who  has  learned  so  much  of  the  truth  as  to  feel  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  festivals,  the  building  and  repairing  of 
heathen  temples,  as  a  useless  burden.  It  is  said  that  some  of  those 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  the  expenses  of  heathen  festivals 
feel  it  to  be  a  burden  that  they  cannot  continue  to  bear  ;  but,  as 
soon  as  any  hint  is  made  of  giving  it  up,  the  women  of  the  house- 
hold begin  to  wail,  and  beat  their  breasts,  and  make  such  an  ado, 
that  nothing  more  is  ventured.  We  feel,  therefore,  an  urgent 
necessity  pressing  upon  us  to  make  the  most  of  our  opportunities 
to  carry  the  truth  to  the  homes  and  hearts  of  these  multitudes  of 
heathen  women.  The  missionary  lady  is  welcome  in  every  house; 
and  there  are  abundant  openings  for  much  more  work  at  every 
station. ' ' 

MEETINGS. 

Concerning  the  work  among  the  women  at  Panditeripo,  Miss 
Hillis  says,  "  The  most  hopeful  feature  of  this  field,  so  far  as  the 
lady  at  the  station  has  to  do  with  it,  is  the  interest  of  the  Christian 
women,  and  their  readiness  to  assist  the  Bible-women  to  hold 
meetings  in  their  own  houses,  or  to  go  out  with  the  lady  mission- 
ary. When  the  Bible-woman  began  her  work,  she  was  a  stranger, 
and  there  was  some  difficulty  in  arranging  a  plan  for  her,  as  she 
could  not  go  alone.  One  of  the  Christian  women,  of  her  own 
accord  said,  «  We  must  help  her  ;  '  and  it  was  arranged  that  they 
should  all  take  their  turn  in  going  out  with  her,  or,  in  the  case  of 
the  younger  women,  in  gathering  the  near  neighbors  to  their  own 
houses.  The  plan  has  been  followed  faithfully,  and,  according  to 
the  reports  given  by  the  Bible- women,  has  been  very  successful. 

"  At  the  last  meeting  attended  by  the  lady  of  the  station,  there 
were  eighteen  heathen  and  Roman  Catholic  women,  who  gave  good 
attention,  more  than  half  remaining,  after  they  had  been  repeat- 
edly dismissed,  to  hear  more.  The  meetings  are  conducted  en- 
tirely by  the  Christian  women,  even  when  the  missionary  lady  is 
present  ;  and  the  wisdom  shown  in  controlling  the  disposition  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  part  of  the  company  to  discuss,  without 
repressing  inquiry,  has  been  quite  remarkable.     But  there  is  much 
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less  of  a  desire  to  discuss  differences,  and  more  quiet  reading  of 
the  Bible." 

Mrs.  Smith  gives  some  incidents  in  her  labors  among  the  women 
at  Manneppy.  She  says,  "  There  is  a  wide  door  open  in  these  vil- 
lages, especially  at  Anacotta.  '  We  will  come  together  as  often  as 
you  will  come  and  talk  to  us,'  said  one;  and  many  others  said, '  This 
is  surely  a  joyful  meeting.'  One  mother,  hugging  her  baby,  lis- 
tened with  earnest,  I  might  almost  say  with  tearful  attention,  to  the 
story  of  '  blessing  the  children.'  '  Did  Jesus  love  the  little  children 
so  much  as  that?  and  will  he  bless  them  now?  '  she  asked.  The 
Christians  at  Navaly  surprised  me  by  saying,  '  We  have  met  to 
sing  almost  every  day  since  you  were  here  last.  Won't  you  try  to 
come  and  help  us  once  a  week?  '  One  morning,  after  I  had  made 
an  appointment  to  go  to  this  village,  I  felt  as  if  I  could  not  brave 
the  storm,  which  had  come  on  rather  unexpectedly.  Finally,  gath- 
ering up  my  courage,  I  ventured  out,  thinking  there  would  not  be 
half  a  dozen  children  to  reward  me  for  my  trip.  Just  as  I  neared 
the  church,  the  sun  shone  out  brightly,  and  judge  of  my  surprise, 
when  over  a  hundred  children,  and  some  Christian  women,  were 
ready  to  greet  me  with  bright  expectant  faces." 

BIBLE-WOMEN. 

The  work  of  the  Bible-women  is  reported  as  "of  increasing 
interest;  and  it  would  be  desirable  that  some  one  or  more  should 
be  employed  at  every  station,  if  fit  persons  could  be  found."  Mr. 
De  Biemer  says  of  those  at  work  in  the  Udupitty  station,  "  They 
have  met  with  a  great  variety  of  treatment  from  the  women  of  dif- 
ferent castes  and  villages;  but  the  rudeness  and  suspicion  with 
which  they  were  received  at  first  has  gradually  given  way  to  a  feel- 
ing of  sympathy  and  respect  for  their  constancy  and  faithfulness. 
Amid  so  many  contingencies,  it  is  impossible  for  these  visitors  to 
pursue  a  regular  course  of  instruction.  They  must  adapt  them- 
selves to  circumstances.  The  woman  who  receives  them  pleas- 
antly when  she  is  alone  may  perhaps  gruffly  order  them  away 
when  she  has  other  companions.  In  some  instances,  householders 
have  set  dogs  upon  them  to  frighten  them;  but  they  have  braved 
all  opposition,  and  succeeded  in  imparting  much  information  about 
Christianity  to  those  whom  they  visit. 

"We  find  in  their  journals  cases  like  the  following:  'In  one 
house  they  inquired  about  the  comet,  and  the  end  of  the  world, 
saying,  "  If  we  trust  our  Guroos  in  this  matter,  they  will  deceive  us, 
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and  evil  will  befall  us."  '  A  woman  said,  'We  see  how  pure  and 
correct  and  hopeful  is  the  life  of  the  missionary  and  his  followers. 
By  listening  to  the  advice  of  heathen,  and  not  sending  my  child  to 
learn,  I  am  sorry  to  find  how  much  he  is  spoiled.  No  matter  who 
objects,  I  will  send  my  next  child  to  school.'  One  woman  said, 
1  If  you  embrace  a  God,  hold  on  to  him.  If  you  have  one  God  to 
begin  life  with,  another  at  noon,  and  a  third  at  night,  you  will  fail 
of  heaven.  Therefore  the  God  whom  we  trust  will  save  us,  and 
he  whom  you  hold  to  will  protect  you. '  " 

Dropping  from  their  reports  all  that  may  arise  from  a  desire  to 
say  a  polite  thing  to  a  caller,  none  who  visit  in  these  houses  can 
fail  to  discover  that  the  women  are  becoming  familiar  with  Chris- 
tianity. The  largely  increased  attendance  upon  the  girls'  school 
the  past  year,  and  the  pleasant  way  in  which  children  and  parents 
speak  of  the  school  and  of  the  truth,  seem  to  arise  from  the  sym- 
pathy awakened  by  the  frequent  visits  of  these  Bible-women. 

SCHOOLS. 

We  need  not  repeat  here  that  we  consider  our  female  board- 
ing-schools the  most  important,  as  they  have  ever  been  the  most 
remunerative,  of  all  our  mission-work.  Concerning  the  Uduville 
school,  Miss  Agnew  reports,  "All  connected  with  it  can  join  the 
evangelical  prophet  in  his  ascription  of  praise  recorded  in  Isa. 
lxiii.  7-9.  The  year  has  been  crowned  with  temporal  mercies. 
The  Lord,  in  the  distribution  of  his  spiritual  gifts,  has  not  passed 
us  by.  Blessed  effects  have  followed  the  continuous  labors  of  the 
resident  missionary,  the  native  pastor,  and  the  teachers,  in  leading 
the  young  believers  of  the  previous  year  to»  a  better  acquaintance 
with  their  own  hearts,  also  in  gathering  in  thirteen  of  the  pupils, 
who  have  united  with  the  church  within  the  year.  Six  of  them 
had  been  baptized  in  infancy.  Seven  received  the  emblem  of 
their  consecration,  and  joined  us  in  obeying  the  command,  '  Do 
this  in  remembrance  of  me.'  " 

Miss  Townshend  reports  of  the  Udupitty  school,  "In  May, 
the  number  of  pupils  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  class  of 
eleven  girls,  selected  from  the  day  schools.  The  number  of  pupils 
at  the  end  of  the  year  is  thirty.  We  think  they  have  manifested 
an  extraordinary  interest  in  their  studies,  especially  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year.  We  have  never  before  had  such  a  term  as 
the  last:  the  girls  were  never  before  so  studious.  There  never  was 
such  a  union,  such  a  spirit  of  peace  with  one  another,  never  such 
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readiness  and  faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  domestic  duties, 
never  a  time  when  the  thoughts  and  efforts  of  the  pupils  have  so 
spontaneously  gone  out  for  others  in  kind  actions,  never  before 
such  an  all-pervading  interest  in  religious  matters.  I  have  been 
struck  with  the  earnestness  and  persistency  of  the  prayers  of  the 
Christians  in  the  school  for  their  friends,  mentioning  them  by 
name,  entreating  others  to  pray  for  them,  seeming  often  in  an 
agony  of  soul  that  they  might  be  saved. 

"As  I  know  the  girls  to  be  having  their  private  devotions  at 
sunset,  I  often  refrain  from  going  about  the  school-building  at 
that  time.  But  I  have  a  very  happy  remembrance  of  a  walk  on 
the  school  veranda  at  that  hour  several  days  ago,  when  I  saw  the 
girls  scattered  hi  groups  all  about,  each  one  consisting  of  an  older 
girl,  reading  and  explaining  the  Bible  to  one  or  two  younger  ones. 
The  religious  interest  in  the  school  has  been  very  general:  even 
the  youngest  have  been  touched,  and  every  one  of  the  pupils  more 
or  less  affected,  showing  signs  of  real  feeling,  and  we  trust  many 
have  been  born  again." 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  PARSONS. 

One  of  the  pleasantest  incidents  connected  with  the  dona- 
tions for  our  Constantinople  Home  has  been  the  naming  the 
different  rooms  as  memorials  of  the  living  or  the  dead,  or  for 
the  perpetuation  of  the  name  of  some  generous  auxiliary,  or 
mission-circle.  By  a  happy  thought,  these  names  were  printed 
or  painted,  after  the  manner  of  illuminated  texts,  framed,  and 
sent  out  to  be  hung  in  the  Home.  When  they  were  all  col- 
lected,—  eighty-three  of  them, — with  their  varied  and  artistic 
designs,  they  were  a  great  delight  and  surprise,  even  to  those 
who  had  been  specially  instrumental  in  procuring  them;  and, 
from  the  letter  from  Miss  Parsons  given  below,  we  learn  of 
their  reception  at  the  Home.     She  says,  — 

"  One  night  last  week,  when  the  wind  was  blowing  among  the 
locust-blossoms,  and  dusk  and  darkness  were  coming  on  together, 
we  of  the  Home  heard  a  great  demonstration  at  the  lower  gate. 
Everybody  looked;  everybody  saw  hernials;  and  everybody  said, 
4  The  mottoes  have  come ! '  So  we  gathered  round,  and  made  our- 
selves officious  holding  the  lantern,  while  Dr.  Edwin  Bliss  care- 
fully opened  the  boxes. 
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11  As  package  after  package  was  taken  out,  we  hurried  them 
up  to  the  parlor,  where  the  ladies  of  Scutari,  one  after  another, 
had  dropped  in  to  see.  When  they  were  spread  over  the  furni- 
ture, and  around  the  sides  of  the  room,  the  uppermost  feelings 
were  curiosity,  surprise,  and  admiration.  "We  had  not  thought, 
that,  with  so  simple  an  end  in  view,  there  could  be  scope  for 
such  variety  and  taste.  The  painted  morning-glories  and  ivy- 
vine,  the  sweet-peas,  apple-blossoms,  and  partridge-berry,  wheat, 
crocus,  honeysuckle,  and  wild-roses,  —  beautiful  they  all  are. 
We  look  again  and  again  to  see  how  beautiful;  and  we  shall 
often  pause  to  look  still  again  to  rest  our  eyes,  and  take  short, 
sudden  rambles  through  various  unforgotten  orchards,  gardens, 
and  woods  across  the  seas. 

' '  One  of  the  first  pictures  to  be  brought  out  was  the  portrait  of 
your  president,  in  perfect  condition.  As  a  portrait,  it  is  a  great 
satisfaction  to  all  here  who  have  seen  her  face  ;  and  we  are 
glad  to  welcome  even  so  much  of  her  to  a  permanent  place  in  our 
family  circle.  It  hangs  between  two  large  windows  in  the  parlor, 
an  ornament  to  the  room,  and  appropriately  suggesting  the  vital 
connection  between  living  women  and  this  beautiful  house. 

"  The  day  after  they  came,  we  threw  open  the  doors  to  the 
school;  and  the  girls  took  a  full  survey,  while  wTe  tried  to  explain 
individual  mottoes,  and  the  meaning  in  them  all.  Not  one  need 
feel  slighted;  for  almost  every  one  is  somebody's  favorite.  If 
some  of  us  more  appreciate  the  names  of  the  honored  living  and 
the  sainted  dead;  if  Goodell,  Schauffler,  Anderson,  Mary  Lyon, 
Fidelia  Fiske,  and  Mrs.  Banister  are  specially  precious  to  our 
eyes, — the  'Little  Sunbeams,'  *  Merry  Workers,'  'Open  Hands,' 
and  '  Busy  Bees,'  are  most  pleasing  to  the  children.  If  those  from 
Vermont  have  a  look  of  special  fitness  to  us, — like  the  wood  of 
her  forest-trees,  and  the  autumn  leaves  that  crown  them, — the 
Armenian  text  thoughtfully  put  on  by  another  will  certainly 
arrest  every  Armenian  eye.  If  the  dainty  'Dorchester,'  and 
exquisite  spatter- work  designs  are  universal  favorites,  the  bunch 
of  asters  and  golden-rod  goes  right  to  the  heart  of  more  than  one 
of  us.  If  the  German-text  is  wonderful  to  some  for  its  mystery, 
to  others  those  are  most  desirable  that  have  the  j)lainest  lettering. 
But  comparisons  are  odious. 

"  The  last  motto  is  being  hung  in  its  place  to-day  ;  and  while 
they  seemed  embarrassingly  numerous  while  they  were  all  together 
in  one  room,  now  that  they  are  disposed  over  the  whole  house, 
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there  are  none  too  many.  They  beautify  everywhere;  and  the 
colors  especially  give  relief  to  the  high  white  walls  and  white  beds 
of  the  dormitories.  One  of  the  first  hung  was,  '  This  house  for 
God,'  in  the  front-hall,  where  it  meets  the  eye  of  every  one  who 
enters  the  door.  '  Show  me  thy  way,  O  God,'  is  above  the  school- 
room door;  and  '  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,"  over 
the  organ  there.  We  were  obliged  to  make  a  few  changes  in  the 
plan  of  location,  in  order  to  adapt  the  size  and  shape  of  frames  to 
the  spaces  on  the  walls.  On  that  account,  the  view  of  the  city  of 
Hartford,  instead  of  being  in  the  dining-room,  is  in  the  reception- 
room,  where  we  think  a  lively  picture  of  an  American  town  will 
be  edifying  to  our  native  company.  We  expect,  also,  that  stray 
Americans,  dropping  in  to  call,  will  now  and  then  find  pleasure  in 
these  reminders  of  home.  We  have  had  one  such  traveller 
already,  who  recognized  the  Spencer  motto  as  from  his  native 
town. 

"And,  now  that  they  are  here,  we  do  not  mean  that  these 
mottoes  shall  stand  alone  in  the  minds  of  our  girls.  They  are 
autographs  to  us,  and  are  linked  with  the  accomplishment  of  that 
great  work  the  Woman's  Board  so  bravely  undertook  four  years 
ago,  and  has  so  enthusiastically  carried  forward  ever  since. 
Through  them  we  want  to  teach  these  Turkish-born  girls  that  the 
whole  work  has  been  done,  not  by  grand  viziers,  nor  by  priests, 
high  or  low,  nor  by  men  at  all,  but  by  women,  young  ladies,  chil- 
dren, young  boys  and  girls.  We  know  the  mottoes  will  have  a 
refining,  cultivating  influence  upon  them;  but  we  want  them  to  be 
impressed,  as  we  are,  with  the  thought  of  how  many,  many  hands 
have  been  stretched  out  toward  them:  we  want  them  all  to  see 
that  it  means  love,  — love,  deep,  wide,  for  Christ's  sake." 


JAPAK 

SCENES  IN  JAPAN. 

BY  MISS  J.    E.    WHEELER. 


To  us  who  have  never  been  to  Japan,  it  is  pleasant  to  see  its 
strange  sights  through  one  whose  eyes  are  almost  as  fresh  to  them 
as  our  own  would  be,  and  whose  pen  can  put  them  on  paper  so 
clearly  as  Miss  Wheeler,  who  had  been  in  Osaka  but  a  few  months 
when  this  letter  was  written.     After  speaking  of  the  frail  bodies 
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and  short  lives  of  the  Japanese,  owing  to  their  manner  of  living, 
she  says,  — 

"  Being  curious  to  know  something  of  the  mode  of  burial  in  this 
country,  I  watched  a  funeral  the  other  day.  It  happened  to  be 
conducted  by  a  Bhuddist  priest,  who  belonged  to  the  sect  that 
burn  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  This  particular  custom  was  brought 
from  India,  hundreds  of  years  ago,  by  a  descendant  of  Buddha;  and 
only  one  branch  of  the  Buddhist  religion  follows  it.  The  body  is 
taken  to  the  temple  in  a  hearse  shaped  like  a  small  house,  and 
carried  by  means  of  rings  in  the  sides,  through  which  a  pole  is 
slipped,  and  the  poles  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  men.  The 
Japanese  bury  in  a  sitting  posture,  which  accounts  for  the  shape 
of  the  hearse.  The  mourners  wear  white,  instead  of  black;  and 
their  mourning  robes  are  very  handsome,  being  generally  made  of 
silk.  The  nearest  friends  immediately  precede  and  follow  the 
hearse;  but  they  never  seem  overwhelmed  with  grief:  the  sight 
of  a  foreign  lady  almost  makes  them  forget  their  errand.  I  have 
several  times  unintentionally  broken  up  a  funeral  procession  by 
simply  meeting  it. 

"After  the  long  intonations  of  the  priest,  and  a  great  deal  of 
counting  of  beads  and  senseless  mummery,  the  hearse  was  brought 
out  from  behind  the  altar ;  and  what  do  you  suppose  the  coffin  was  ? 
Only  a  rough  barrel!  This  was  unceremoniously  rolled  over  the 
ground  to  the  cremation-house,  and  placed  beside  others  exactly 
like  it  externally,  to  await  a  general  time  of  burning.  Just  as  I 
was  wondering  how  the  friends  would  ever  know  their  dead,  a  man 
came  from  the  interior  of  the  house  with  a  wooden  tablet,  on 
which  he  wrote,  with  white  paint,  what  I  suppose  was  the  name 
and  date.  In  the  centre  of  the  cremation-house  is  a  frame-work, 
built  of  stone,  on  which  the  barrels  are  placed  to  burn:  after  the 
burning,  a  few  of  the  bones  are  put  in  a  stone  jar,  and  buried. 
Their  cemeteries  are  small,  as  this  method  of  interment  requires 
very  little  room.  While  the  priest  was  performing  the  ceremonies, 
the  friends  strolled  about,  chatted  and  laughed  quite  indifferently. 
The  Japanese  have  a  curious  habit  of  laughing  when  embarrassed, 
and  often  when  they  would  be  expected  to  weep.  Our  native 
preachers,  when  embarrassed,  frequently  laugh  in  the  pulpit. 

"  I  wish  I  could  take  you  with  me  to  our  chapel  service  to-mor- 
row. As  we  pass  through  the  streets,  we  see  some  strange  sights. 
Here  is  a  walking  restaurant,  —  a  man  who  carries  two  small  cases 
of  drawers,  each  suspended  from  the  end  of  the  pole  which  he  bears 
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upon  his  shoulders.  These  drawers  contain  all  the  conveniences 
for  cooking  and  serving  hot  any  thing  he  may  happen  to  have. 
As  he  cries  his  wares  through  the  streets,  he  brings  to  mind  the 
fruit- venders  in  our  American  cities.  Here  comes  a  square-shoul- 
dered Chinaman,  with  his  stoical  face  set  straight  before  him, 
looking  neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left.  There  is  a  load  of  bag- 
gage on  a  vehicle  similar  to  the  dray  at  home,  except  that  the 
wheels  are  solid  pieces  of  wood,  with  a  hole  cut  for  the  axle.  Two 
men  are  harnessed  into  this,  and,  by  great  effort,  move  it  slowly 
along.  Here  are  groups  of  women  with  babies  on  their  backs, 
who  seem  to  have  nothing  to  do  but  gaze  at  the  passers-by.  There 
are  children  flying  kites,  each  with  a  baby  nearly  as  large  as  him- 
self fastened  to  his  back:  the  babe  is  frequently  asleep,  and  his 
little  head  bobs  back  and  forth  as  his  nurse  runs  hither  and  thither, 
absorbed  in  his  kite-flying. 

"  Now  we  are  at  the  chapel,  as  we  see  by  the  groups  of  people 
gathered  about  the  door.  A  peculiar  feature  of  Japanese  gather- 
ings meets  you  before  you  step  over  the  threshold, — the  shoes. 
They  are  all  left  at  the  entrance;  and  we  pick  our  way  very  care- 
fully, that  we  may  not  displace  them.  As  we  enter,  and  take  our 
seats,  we  find  the  chapel  rapidly  filling;  and  soon  an  orderly, 
attentive  congregation  are  listening  to  the  opening  exercises,  con- 
ducted by  one  of  the  native  Christians.  The  organ  is  a  fearful 
and  wonderful  thing  to  the  group  about  the  door;  and,  as  the 
hymn  begins,  they  wonder  more  and  more  what  it  all  means. 
Our  old  familiar  tunes —  '  Rock  of  Ages,'  '  Bethany,'  and  '  Mes- 
siah '  —  sound  very  sweetly  in  this  far-off  land,  though  the  words 
are  devoid  of  meaning  to  me  as  yet.  But  the  singing  —  oh  the 
singing!  Each  Japanese  chooses  a  key  adapted  to  the  compass  of 
his  own  voice,  and  sings  on,  in  blissful  unconsciousness  that  he 
does  not  exactly  harmonize  with  the  others.  They  have  a  habit 
of  singing  right  on,  one  verse  after  another,  without  stopping  to 
take  breath;  and  the  organist  makes  frantic  efforts  to  keep  up 
with  them. 

"  Our  preacher  for  to-day  is  a  boy  of  seventeen  or  eighteen,  but 
a  boy  who  is  developing  unusual  talent.  He  has  great  facility  in 
speaking,  and  is  quite  eloquent.  As  he  proceeds  with  his  subject, 
the  motley  group  at  the  door  increases,  and  their  heads  are  eagerly 
stretched  forward  to  listen ;  but  the  most  polite  movement  to  invite 
them  in  results  in  scattering  them.  The  partition  at  the  end  of 
the  room  is  composed  of  sliding  glass  doors.     And  now  there  are 


266  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

two  or  three  Buddhist  priestesses  with  shaven  crowns,  crossing  the 
little  courtyard.  They  gaze  curiously  through  the  doors,  and 
laugh  and  talk  about  the  strange  proceedings.  The  audience  is 
very  attentive  and  orderly,  disturbed,  now  and  then,  by  a  little 
child  running  up  and  down  the  aisle,  or  a  Japanese  woman  who 
expresses  audibly  her  surprise  at  what  she  is  hearing,  utterly  un- 
conscious, apparently,  that  she  is  '  speaking  in  meeting.'  As  we 
receive  the  benediction  from  Mr.  De  Forest,  and  separate,  we  are 
thankful  for  the  few  that  have  been  gathered  out  of  these  half- 
million  people,  and  wish  it  were  multiplied  a  hundred  times. 

"  Last  evening  we  had  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  at  our  house. 
I  wish  I  could  describe  it  to  you.  The  Japanese  sit  on  chairs  at  these 
meetings,  out  of  respect  for  us;  but  I  think  they  would  much  prefer 
sitting  on  their  feet  on  the  floor.  As  they  enter,  they  bow  to  the 
floor  to  each  person  in  the  room.  When  greeting  each  other,  they 
first  bow  their  faces  to  the  floor  ;  then  one  makes  a  polite  remark, 
to  which  the  other  responds  with  a  profound  bow,  keeping  his  head 
lowered  for  a  moment,  then  raises  it,  and  addresses  the  other,  who 
receives  the  courtesy  in  the  same  profound  way  :  when  this  is  re- 
peated several  times,  he  passes  on  to  the  next.  A  polite  remark 
we  often  hear  is,  '  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  hung  upon  your 
honorable  eyelids.'  This  is  a  literal  translation  of  it.  When  a 
Japanese  asks  a  person  to  take  a  chair,  he  says,  '  Please  hang 
yourself  '  (on  a  chair). 

"  The  people  begin  to  come  in  quite  rapidly,  and  our  large  room 
is  soon  filled.  Here  is  a  native  Christian  who  has  a  school  for 
boys,  sons  of  Buddhist  priests  :  he  tells  us  he  teaches  them  Chris- 
tianity every  day,  and  some  time  the  priests  will  have  a  terrible 
awakening.  Here  is  a  man  and  his  wife  who  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  truth,  but  not  yet  Christians.  The  wife  came  through  a 
pouring  rain,  the  other  day,  to  the  woman's  meeting  (not  an  easy 
thing  for  a  Japanese  woman  to  do  :  she  has  no  protection  as  we 
have)  ;  and,  finding  there  was  no  meeting  because  Mrs.  Gordon 
was  moving,  she  came  here  to  be  told  about  '  this  way, '  as  they 
call  it.  She  sits  by  my  side,  a  sweet  little  woman,  and  I  wish  so 
much  I  could  speak  to  her.  There  comes  our  young  preacher,  all 
nerve  and  fire,  and  with  him  a  dear  friend  of  his,  Tamada,  of 
whom  I  will  tell  you  at  some  future  time. 

"  The  Japanese  conduct  their  own  meeting,  and  do  it  well.  Now 
they  are  reading  some  letters  that  contain  good  news.  Mr.  Davis 
writes  from  Kioto,  that  the  Bible  is  to  be  exhibited  at  the  annual 
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exhibition  there.  This  of  itself  is  enough  for  one  night  ;  but  here 
is  something  more.  The  Governor  of  Kobe  has  not  only  permit- 
ted a  Christian  teacher  to  work  in  the  prisons,  but  has  actually- 
appointed  one,  and  pays  his  salary.  A  third  letter  refers  to  the 
wonderful  opening  in  the  city  of  Sakai,  of  which  you  have  heard. 
"  Truly  Japan  moves.  The  work  is  very  promising.  Pray  for  us, 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  work  where  we  cannot  in  teaching  the 
people  the  true  way." 


AFRICA. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  BOBBINS. 

We  take  the  following  account  of  a  young  African  chief  from  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Robbins,  who  is  now  stationed  at  Amanzimtote, 
South  Africa :  — 

"  We  are  very  much  interested,  just  now,  in  a  young  chief  whose 
home  is  about  a  dozen  miles  from  here.  The  first  time  we  saw 
him,  he  came  into  chapel  with  a  large  number  of  his  people. 
When  we  came  out,  I  invited  him  to  our  house,  and  tried  to  find 
out  something  about  him.  We  learned  that  his  father  had  died  at 
this  station,  when  he  was  but  an  infant.  At  his  death,  he  placed 
the  child  in  the  arms  of  Makobam,  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
church,  who  was  to  act  as  regent  during  the  boy's  minority,  say- 
ing that  he  wished  him  to  remain  in  the  station,  and  be  taught. 
His  heathen  mother,  soon  after,  ran  away  with  him ;  and  Makobam 
had  not  the  courage  to  go  after  him,  and  bring  him  back. 

"  During  his  brief  visit,  the  chief  expressed  a  wish  to  be  taught, 
and  seemed  interested  in  our  religion.  A  few  days  later,  we  were 
very  much  surprised,  while  at  our  morning  devotions,  to  see  him 
come  quietly  in,  and  take  a  seat  among  us.  This  was  the  more 
strange,  because  the  chiefs  are  always  accompanied  by  one  or  more 
of  the  principal  men  of  the  tribe.  When  we  had  finished,  he  told 
us  he  had  come  to  us  to  hide  away  from  a  girl  who  wished  to  be  his 
wife.  She  came  to  him  with  two  bottles  of  gin,  a  present  to  him 
from  her  father,  who  was  also  a  petty  chief.  He  said  he  was  already 
betrothed  to  a  girl  whom  he  loved,  and  he  did  not  wish  for  more 
than  one  wife. 

"  Under  the  circumstances,  I  could  do  no  better  than  to  draw  the 
curtains,  and  let  him  remain.  I  felt  that  he  had  been  sent  here  by 
God  for  some  good  purpose,   and  it  should  not  be  my  fault,  if 
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he  did  not  receive  all  the  light  possible  while  he  staid.  I  com- 
menced with  the  alphabet,  and,  when  he  was  tired  of  that,  I  read  a 
chapter  from  the  Bible,  and  explained  it  to  him.  Before  noon,  we 
saw  several  companies  of  men  about  the  house,  with  their  spears 
and  shields,  evidently  looking  for  their  lost  chief.  They  came  into 
the  garden  where  Mr.  Robbins  was  at  work,  but  found  that  his  use 
of  the  language  was  such, — purposely,  of  course, — that  they 
could  get  no  information  from  him.  They  questioned  the  natives 
in  the  kitchen,  with  no  better  success. 

1 '  He  was  with  us  several  days  before  any  of  the  people  about  us 
knew  where  he  was ;  and  it  was  beginning  to  be  a  serious  matter 
with  them.  We  advised  him  to  send  to  Makobam,  and  have  him 
send  the  girl  home.  He  said  the  people  would  be  afraid  to  do  that, 
as  it  would  be  considered  an  insult  for  a  girl  to  return,  under  such 
circumstances,  without  cattle,  as  a  sign  that  an  engagement  had 
been  made.  There  were  those  among  his  own  people,  too,  who 
were  very  anxious  that  he  should  bind  himself  to  another  girl, 
thinking,  if  they  could  persuade  him  to  have  two  wives,  there  would 
be  no  danger  of  his  becoming  a  Christian.  He  remained  firm, 
however,  and  told  them  decidedly  that  he  should  stay  here  till  the 
girl  was  sent  home;  and  he  did  so. 

"  The  morning  after  the  girl  left,  we  heard  a  loud  noise  and  shout- 
ing in  the  distance,  and  could  see  on  the  distant  hills  what  seemed 
like  a  moving  cloud.  The  chief  knew  it  to  be  his  people,  and  so 
it  proved:  they  had  come  to  take  him  home.  If  you  can  imagine 
fifty  men,  or  more,  with  loud,  gruff  voices,  barking  like  dogs,  or 
singing  their  wild  war-songs,  and  brandishing  their  spears  and 
shields,  you  can  realize  something  of  the  noise  and  confusion. 
The  chief  had  only  to  raise  his  hand;  and  it  was  all  stopped,  and 
they  were  like  so  many  dogs  at  his  feet. 

"It  is  about  two  months,  now,  since  all  this  happened.  The 
chief  returned  with  his  people,  but  not  until  he  had  learned  nearly 
all  the  alphabet,  and  something  of  the  good  news  we  bring  to  this 
people.  There  was  a  man  in  his  tribe  who  could  teach  him  to  read, 
and  I  gave  him  a  book.  He  usually  attends  service  on  the  sab- 
bath, and  often  comes  to  spend  the  day  with  me.  Whenever  I  see 
him  coming,  I  lift  my  heart  in  prayer  to  God  that  he  will  give  me 
just  the  right  chapter  to  read,  just  the  right  words  to  say,  that  he 
may  be  persuaded  to  accept  of  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  One  Chris- 
tian chief  would  have  more  influence  than  many  missionaries.  I 
have  engaged  one  of  Mr.  Robbins 's  theological  students  to  spend  his 
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vacation  with  this  man  and  his  people;  and  we  are  hopeful  as  to 
results.  Will  you  not  unite  your  prayers  with  ours,  Christian  friends, 
that  he  may  resist  all  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by 
his  heathen  people,  and  become  a  true  follower  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer?  " 


mi  mw\  ai  JuttR* 


THE  PRECIOUS  LEGACY. 

It  is  a  privilege  and  joy,  this  centennial  year,  to  revive  the 
words,  deeds,  and  examples  that  have  enriched  the  past  century, 
and  made  it  a  precious  legacy  to  bless  us,  and  to  guide  as  a  bea- 
con-light our  future. 

To  whom  has  not  been  confided  some  sacred  gift  that  might  be 
reproduced,  and  exhibited  anew  to  the  divine  praise?  Such  a 
trust  is  the  remembrance  of  an  aged  mother  in  Israel,  who, 
"  being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  and  whose  prayers  of  faith  laid  up  in 
heaven  "  in  the  golden  vials  full  of  odors,"  before  the  throne,  may 
still  be  prevalent  for  the  women  of  to-day. 

I  seem  to  be  a  child  again,  sitting  by  my  great-grandmother's 
side,  listening  to  a  story  about  her  dear  mother,  who  had  for  years 
inherited  a  beautiful  mansion  in  her  heavenly  Father's  house.  I 
was  introduced,  in  imagination,  into  a  large  old-fashioned  sitting- 
room,  with  nicely  sanded  floor;  and  near  by  a  great  fireplace,  in  an 
antiquated,  patch-covered  rocking-chair,  sat  the  venerable  form. 
The  frosts  of  more  than  ninety  winters  had  whitened  to  silvery  hue 
her  locks,  which  were  parted  beneath  the  snow-white  cap,  but  had 
left  almost  undimmed  the  bright  gray  eye  that  still  kindled  with  the 
fire  of  soul-stirring  thought.  The  black  bombazette  dress,  and  white 
folded  neckerchief,  completed  the  attire  of  her  day;  while  her  thin 
hands  rested  on  the  old  family  Bible,  opened  at  Gen.  xvii. :  "  I  will 
establish  my  covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and  thy  seed  after  thee 
in  their  generations,  for  an  everlasting  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto 
thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee."  The  little  round  table,  with  the 
word  of  God  upon  it,  was  never  allowed  to  be  removed  from  her 
sight.  Her  eyes  were  closed,  her  lips  moved;  and  her  voice,  with 
trembling  pathos,  said,  '"I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed 
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after  thee.'  O  my  Father,  my  covenant-keeping  God!  thou  hast 
said  it,  and  I  know  thou  wilt  do  it;  for  thou  hast  promised  to  '  show 
mercy  unto  thousands  of  those  who  love  thee  and  keep  thy  com- 
mandments.' For  thine  own  name's  sake,  for  Jesus'  sake,  be  thou 
the  God  of  my  creed  to  the  last  generation,  that  they  may  glorify 
thee."  Her  breakfast  remained  untouched  until  her  prayer  was 
offered;  aud  many  times  a  day,  when  left  alone,  she  would  be  found 
thus  engaged.  When  her  stiffened,  weary  limbs  sought  repose,  her 
linsey-woolsey  lined  cloak  was  laid  by  the  grandchild  who  slept  with 
her,  within  reach  of  her  bed;  and,  as  the  town-clock  near  by  tolled 
the  midnight  hour,  she  woke,  from  long  habit,  and,  rising,  bowed 
herself  in  prayer,  "  I  will  be  a  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after 
thee,"  she  would  repeat,  and  earnestly,  believingly,  plead  its  ful- 
filment to  her  last  descendant  for  Jesus'  sake.  The  coldest  night 
opposed  no  obstacle  to  her  devotion,  for  her  cloak  was  always  at 
hand;  and  when  incapacitated,  through  sickness,  from  kneeling  by 
her  bedside,  she  would  be  raised  upon  her  couch.  "  A  sleepy, 
slothful  prayer  will  never  move  our  Father's  heart ;  for  we  must 
cry  to  Heaven,  we  must  wrestle,  if  we  would  prevail,"  she  would 
say. 

Thus  lived  and  died  this  godly  woman  at  ninety-seven  years  of 
age,  who,  for  more  than  fourscore  years,  had  walked  with  God, 
and  who  has  since  rejoiced  over  many  of -her  descendants,  born 
into  the  kingdom  of  grace.  She  who  gives  this  portraiture,  and 
whose  attention  to  religion  was  remarkably  arrested  at  fourteen 
years  of  age,  has  always  believed  there  was  an  important  link 
between  those  prayers  treasured  for  her  in  heaven,  and  the  grace 
that  then  called  her,  and  subsequently  directed  her  path  in  life. 

This  mother,  and  such  as  she,  have  been  instrumental  in  open- 
ing the  doors  of  heathendom,  and  prayed  us  women  into  our  work 
of  building  the  gospel  temple  in  Pagan  lands.  Where,  oh  !  where, 
are  they  who,  with  like  faith  and  importunity,  will  pray  us  on  and 
through  the  mighty  work?  Our  appeals  for  centennial  offerings 
are  bringing  responses  in  gold  and  silver,  time  and  service;  and  yet 
we  fear  there  may  be  a  lack  of  that  which  is  of  priceless  worth. 
Said  an  aged  saint,  after  reading  our  call  with  a  deep  sigh,  "I 
have  nothing  to  give:  my  days  of  usefulness  are  past;  and  lean- 
not  do  any  thing."     May  we  be  pardoned  here  in  a  suggestion. 

Aged  saints,  and  mothers  in  Israel,  who  are  laid  aside  from 
active  service,  and  who  consequently  cannot  engage  in  labor,  or 
attend  our  meetings,  take  the  promises  of  god,  and  plead 
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them  for  us.  Let  your  centennial  offering  be  an  extra  hour  every- 
day, to  pray  especially  for  the  good  cause  we  represent  both  in  the 
home  and  foreign  department  of  our  work.  This  will  be  timely  and 
most  helpful,  securing  for  us  the  treasures  of  wisdom,  means,  and 
grace,  and  be  also  truly  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  the  dear  Lord. 

In  1776  most  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  "sat  in  the  region 
and  shadow  of  death,"  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty,  where 

"The  heathen  in  his  blindness 
Bows  down  to  wood  and  stone." 

In  1876  there  is  set  before  our  American  Zion  "  an  open 
door  "  to  the  perishing  world,  "  and  no  man  can  shut  it;  "  and  we 
joyfully  sing,  — 

"The  morning  light  is  breaking; 
The  darkness  disappears," 

In  1976  will  there  be  need  of  Woman's  Boards  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  world,  or 

"  Shall  earth's  remotest  nation 
Have  learned  Messiah's  name  "  ? 

Bequeath  to  the  coming  century  your  precious  legacy  of  believ- 
ing prayer,  and  thus  speed  on  the  glorious  day  when  all  shall 
know  the  Lord.  B. 


SENDING  MONEY  TO  BENEFICIARIES. 

There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  among  our  auxilia- 
ries as  to  the  way  money  is  sent  to  their  beneficiaries.  For 
instance,  one  lady  brings  money  into  our  room,  expecting  that 
the  actual  bills  will  be  sent  to  the  person  for  whom  it  is  intended, 
little  thinking  how  useless  our  greenbacks  would  be  in  India,  or 
China.  Another  has  a  check,  which  she  thinks  should  be  sent 
directly  to  the  missionary,  and  a  receipt  from  her  returned.  It 
does  not  occur  to  her  that  a  check  on  a  Massachusetts  bank  could 
not  be  cashed  in  Bombay  or  Peking. 

A  little  consideration  in  the  matter  will  convince  all  donors  that 
it  would  be  unsafe,  as  well  as  very  laborious,  for  money  to  be  sent 
to  each  individual  missionary  in  small  sums ;  that  it  must  be  sent 
in  bulk,  through  the  proper  exchange,  and  drafts  on  foreign 
bankers.  For  this  reason,  each  mission  has  a  treasurer,  who  has 
the  charge  of  receiving  and  disbursing  the  money.  At  a  certain 
time  in  the  year,  estimates  are  made  of  the  amount  necessary  for 
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the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  the  year  to  come.  Every  mission- 
ary has  a  right  to  present  a  request  for  what  is  needed  in  his  or 
her  work;  such  requests  being  granted  or  denied  by  the  vote  of  the 
mission.  These  estimates  are  sent  to  Boston ,  and  from  them  we 
give  out  specific  work. 

Now,  a  secretary  of  an  auxiliary  writes  a  missionary,  that  her 
society  has  sent  a  certain  sum  for  a  Bible-reader  under  her  care, 
asking  to  know  something  of  her  work.  As  the  Bible-reader  is 
paid  regularly  from  the  mission  treasury,  the  missionary  —  espe- 
cially if  she  has  not  been  in  this  country  since  the  formation  of  the 
Woman's  Board,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  working  for  special 
objects  —  thinks  this  is  extra  money  that  has  been  sent  her,  and 
immediately  concludes  that  she  has  not  received  it.  Writing  home 
to  this  effect,  she  unintentionally  brings  disappointment  to  the 
generous  donor,  and  does  injustice  to  our  Board. 

Now  let  us  understand  it,  friends.  Your  money  is  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board,  and  passed  over  by  her  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  American  Board.  He,  in  turn,  making  the  proper 
arrangements  for  exchange,  sends  it,  with  the  other  necessary 
funds,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  mission  designated  ;  and  he,  finally, 
pays  it  out  regularly  to  the  beneficiaries.  In  this  way  money 
reaches  its  destination  much  more  safely  and  quickly  than  if  you 
or  we  should  attempt  to  procure  the  gold,  arrange  the  exchange, 
and  send  directly  to  the  missionary.  The  treasurer  of  the  mission 
cannot,  of  course,  be  informed  of  the  special  history  of  each  Bible- 
reader,  or  the  incidents  in  her  work  that  it  is  so  pleasant  for  us  to 
know.  These  must  come  from  the  missionary  who  has  her  in 
charge  ;  and  when  the  request  for  this  information  is  sent,  if  it 
were  stated  that  the  money  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury  for  a 
regular  Bible-reader,  there  would  be  no  misunderstanding. 

There  is  yet  one  more  thing  to  be  considered.  In  making  esti- 
mates for  a  year  in  advance,  the  missionaries  cannot  provide  for 
unforeseen  occurrences.  The  Bible-reader  may  be  prevented  from 
carrying  on  her  work  by  illness  of  herself  or  family,  or  any  of  the 
various  contingencies  that  may  arise.  The  money  is  then  retained 
in  the  treasury  till  her  successor  can  be  found,  or,  as  very  rarely 
happens,  is  used  for  some  other  necessary  work  not  provided  for  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  When  this  is  the  case,  we  pledge  our- 
selves to  inform  the  donor  as  soon  as  we  have  the  information. 
We  use  the  instance  of  a  Bible-reader  only  for  convenience.  The 
same  rules  apply  to  a  pupil,  a  native  teacher,  or  any  special 
work. 
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Be  assured,  then,  dear  friends,  that  your  money  is  considered  a 
sacred  trust  by  all  through  whose  hands  it  passes,  and  is  really 
used  for  the  purpose  for  which  you  send  it.  Let  your  earnest 
prayers  go  with  it,  and  God  will  surely  add  his  blessing  to  the 
receiver  and  the  giver. 


3$n  'IZMemoviam. 

MRS.   CHARLES  WASHBTJRK 

It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  loss  in  our  work,  that  we  record  on  these 
pages  the  death  of  Mrs.  Charles  "Washburn,  the  president  of  our  "Wor- 
cester County  Branch.  Her  long  experience  in  organized  charities,  her 
executive  ability,  Christian  culture,  and  thorough  consecration  to  the 
Master's  service,  combined  to  make  her  a  most  efficient  co-worker  in 
any  cause.  From  the  commencement  of  the  Woman's  Board,  she  was 
one  of  its  hearty  supporters,  contributing  liberally  of  her  means,  and  for 
several  years  acting  as  president  of  the  large  union  auxiliary  in  Wor- 
cester. 

Her  sympathies  were  also  strongly  enlisted  in  the  woman's  tem- 
perance movement,  of  which  she  was  a  leader  in  her  immediate  vicinity. 
Shrinking  from  no  duty  that  would  reclaim  any  who  had  become 
enslaved  by  the  dreadful  habit,  she  watched  over  and  cared  for  them 
in  their  weakness,  with  almost  a  mother's  tenderness.  The  presence 
of  quite  a  number  of  reformed  men,  sincere  mourners  at  her  funeral, 
was  a  touching  tribute  to  the  success  of  her  work  among  them. 

During  the  last  year  Mrs.  Washburn  turned  her  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  extension  of  the  woman's  missionary  work  in  the 
county,  throwing  in  her  influence  for  the  organization  of  the  Worcester 
County  Branch,  in  December  last,  of  which  she  was  made  president. 
At  her  suggestion,  a  most  thorough  system  was  established  for  reaching 
every  church  in  the  county;  and  its  efficiency  is  proved  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  branch.  Mysteriously,  as  it  seems  to  us,  she  was  removed 
from  the  work  just  as  she  was  entering  a  more  enlarged  sphere  of  use- 
fulness in  it.  We  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss,  which  to  her  is  immortal 
gain. 

Thus  star  by  star  declines, 
Till  all  are  passed  away, 

As  morning  high  and  higher  shines 
To  pure  and  perfect  day : 

Nor  sink  those  stars  in  empty  night; 

They  hide  themselves  in  heaven's  own  light. 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  prom  June  18  to  July  18, 1876. 
MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.  —Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana,  Treas.,  Jackson,  Aux., 
$6;  Plymouth  Ch.,  "Mission- 
Circle,"  §3.50;  West  Falmouth, 
Aux.,  $12.50 ;  Thomaston,Aux., 
$15;  Garland,  Cong.  Ch.  and 
Soc'y,  $8;  Greenville,  Aux., 
$10;  Mrs.  Davison's  S.  S.  CI., 
$2.25 ;  So.  Bridgeton,  $7 ;  Bel- 
fast, Aux.,  $19;  "Youth's 
Mission-Circle,"  $6.25;  Wash- 
ington Co.  Conf.  Col.,  $7;  New- 
Castle,  Aux.,  $25;  No.  Booth- 
bay,  Aux.,  add'l,  $2;  So.  Free- 
port,  Aux.,  add'l.  $1;  No. 
Bridgeton,  $7 ;  Bethel  2d  Ch., 
Aux.,  $22.50;  Searsport,  Aux., 
$6 ;  Fryeburg,  Aux.,  with  prev. 
contri.*  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Evans,  $13 ;  "  Mission- 
Circle,"  $23.37  ;  Winslow, 
Aux.,  $20;  Union,  Ladies' 
Miss'y  Circle,  $5;  "  Little 
Workers,"  $2;  S.  S.  for  Japan 
Home,  $10;  Castine,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Isabel  Cate,  $28.50;  Abbott, 
Mrs.  A.  Redlow.  $1 ;  Portland, 
High-st.  Ch.,  "  Mission  -  Cir- 
cle," $33.50;  Waterford,  Rev. 
J.  A.  Douglass  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Clara  M.  Douglass,  $25; 
a  friend,  to  const.  L.  M.  Sirs. 
Lucy  E.  Eveleth,  $25;  of 
Mechanic  Falls,  $25;  Sadie 
Miller,  25  cts.,  $346  62 

Total,  $346  62 

Fern.  Dep.  Armenian  College. 

Maine  Branch.  —  Col.  at  Annual 
Meeting,  $41  81 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.,  Al- 
ton, "  Gleaners,"  $5;  Atkinson, 
Aux.,  $8.10;  Bath,  Aux.,  $15; 
Candia,  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Henry  M.  Eaton,  $25; 
"Young  Ladies'  Mission-Cir- 
cle," $12;  Charlestown,  Aux., 
$3;  Chester,  Aux.,  $20;  Con- 
cord, Mrs.  Bonton's  S.  S.  CI., 
$10;  "Wheeler  Circle,"  $10; 
Hampton,  Aux.,  $15;  "  Mizpah 
Circle,"  $56;  Lyme,  "  Mission- 
Circle,"  $10;  Raymond,  Aux., 
$12;  Salem,  Aux.,  $7;  West 
Lebanon,  Aux.,  $9;  Wilton, 
Aux.,  $20  —of  wh.  $130.10  for 
Japan  Home,  $247  10 


Wolfboro\  — Mrs.  Sumner  Clark 
for  Japan  Home,  $5  00 


Total, 


VERMONT. 


$252  10 


Vermont  Branch.  —  Mrs.  George 
H.  Fox,  Treas.,  Stowe,  Aux., 
$9.40;  Pittsford,  Aux.,  $23; 
Burlington,  Aux.,  $30;  Royal- 
ton,  Aux.,  $18.93;  St.  Jolins- 
bury,  So.  Ch.,  Aux.,  $26.93; 
Benson,  "  Mission  -  Circle," 
$5.18 ;  Lower  Waterford,  Aux., 
$11.25;  Newport,  Aux.,  $13; 
New  Haven,  Aux.,  $30;  Bran- 
don, Aux.,  $28.25;  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Young  Ladies  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  for  Japan  Home,  $25; 
"  Mountain  Gleaners,"  pupil 
Miss  Closson's  sch.,  $40;  Ches- 
ter, "Willing  Hearts,"  $10; 
Barnet,  Aux.,  $14.50;  "Buds 
of  Promise,"  $18,  $303  44 

Norwich.  —  A  friend,  40 


Total, 


$303  84 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Billerica.  —  Mrs.  Irene  Hayward, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lord, 
thank  offering  for  Japan 
Home,  $25  00 

Black  into  n.  —  "  Blackinton 
Bees,"  10  00 

Boston.  —  Mrs.  George  C.  Beck- 
with,  $4.40;  a  friend,  $1.25; 
Mother  in  Israel,  $1 ;  a  widow, 
$100;  Mamie  R.  Waldron,  $1; 
Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  Miss  R.  Reed, 
$5;  Berkeley-st.  Ch.,  Weekly 
Pledge,  $5.55,  118  20 

South  Boston.  — Est.  Ch.,  Aux.,      4  23 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Walnut- 
ave.  Ch,  Aux.,  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Aldrich,  with  prev.  contri.  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $20;  Eliot 
Ch.,  Aux.,  $5;  "  Ferguson 
Mission-Circle,"  G2  cts.,  25  62 

Braintree.  —  "  H  appy  Workers," 
with  prev.  contri.  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  S.  A.  Emerson,  19  29 

Brockton.  —  Aux. .  100  00 

Charlestoion.  —  Winthrop  Ch.  & 
Soc'y,  54  72 

East  Falmouth.  —  Aux.,  9  60 

Fast  Braintree. —  "Monatiquot 
Mission  -  Circle,"  for  Japan 
Home,  25  00 

Fitchburg.  —  Miss  C.  A.  Clark  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Stephen  W. 
Dole,  25  00 

Foxbord1. —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Willard  Pettee,  $25;  Mrs. 
Daniel    Carpenter,    to    const. 
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L.  M.  Miss  M.  A.  Prescott,  Los 
Angelos,  Cal.,  $25, 
Hampshire  Co.  Branch.  —  Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas., 
Northampton,  Edwards  Ch., 
Aux.,  $124.42;  Mrs.  W.,  $110; 
West  Hampton,  $86.58,  for 
Miss  Stevens,  Japan, 

Hanover.  —  Aux., 

Holbrook.  —  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hol- 
brook,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  H.  D.  Brigham,  So. 
Plymouth, 

Holliston.  —  "Open  Hands,"  of 
wh.  $225  to  const.  L.  M.'s 
Misses  M.  Anna  Johnson.  Syl- 
via A.  Daniels,  Eva  J.  Miller, 
Nellie  S.  Bailey,  Geneva  E. 
Carr,  Idella  M.  Draper,  Carrie 
R.  Chamberlain,  Lizzie  P. 
Rockwood,  Lizzie  F.  Barber, 
$100,  to  const,  honorary  mem- 
bers Masters  Frank  T.  Miller, 
G.  Gilbert  Pond,  Arthur  W. 
Slocom,  Eustace  L.  Fiske,  for 
Japan  Home, 

Jamaica  Plain.  —  Aux., 

Kingston.  — Aux., 

Lawrence.  —  La\vrence-st.  Ch., 
Aux., 

Lincoln.  —  A  friend,  for  Japan 
Home, 

Marsh  field.  —  Emma,  George,  & 
Nellie,  Japan  Home, 

Medway.  —  Aux., 

Middleboro'.  —  Cong.  S.  S., 

Monterey.  —  Aux. , 

Neivbiwy port.  — Aux.,  127;  "No. 
Ch.  Mission-Circle,"  $60, 

Newton.  —  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux., 

Newtonville.—  Cong.  Ch., 

North  Falmouth.  —  Aux., 

Norton.  —  Wheaton  Fem.  Sem., 

Plymouth. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  Dr.  Gordon  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  B.  Dyer, 
$60;  Mrs.  Jane  B.  Gordon,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Jamie  Gordon  of 
Springfield,  $25, 

Sandwich.  — Aux., 

Somerville.  — Winter  Hill,  Aux., 
$81.32;  "Earnest  Workers," 
for  Japan  Home,  $10, 

South  Attleboro\  —  S.  S.  children, 

South  Framingliam.  —  "  Willing 
Workers/'  Japan  Home, 

South  Hadley.  —  Mt.  Holyoke 
Fem.  Sem., 

South  Weymouth.  —  Aux.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  James 
McLean, 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,  Treas.,  Spring- 
field, South  Ch.,  $24.90;  First 
Ch.,  "Cheerful  Givers,"  $4; 
"Circle  No.  1,"  $6;  Memorial 
Ch.,  24.70;  Olivet  Ch.,  $9.25; 
West  Springfield,  "Helping 
Hands,"  $20;  Chicopee,  Ch., 
$8.74;  Palmer.  2d  Ch.,  $16.95; 
Ludlow,  Aux.  of  wh.  $10  for 
Japan  Home,  $40 ;  "Precious 


$50  00 


323  00 
2  00 


25  00 


335  00 

140  30 

5  25 

122  00 

25  00 


1  00 

2  25 

20  00 

5  00 

187  00 

25  00 

12  50 

3  75 

8  85 

85  00 
10  00 


91  32 
4  81 

30  00 

480  36 

25  00 


Pearls,"  of  wh.  $10  for  Japan 
Home,  $42.34,  $196  88 

Wellesley.  —Mrs.  E.  E.  Thomp- 
son, $50 ;  College  Miss'y  Soc'y, 
$2 ;  Miss  Louisa  F.  Clarke,  $10,   62  00 
West  Hanover.  —  Aux.,  100 

Winchester.  —  A  thank  offering,    10  00 
Yarmouth.  —  Aux.,  5  75 


Total,  $2,711  68 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Medway.  —  Aux.,   to    complete 


dormitory, 


$20  00 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas. ,  Provi- 
dence. "  O.  B.  Mission-Circle," 
little  boys,  $50;  Central  Ch., 
add'l,  $15.15;  East  Providence, 
Aux..  $30;  Peacedale.  Aux., 
Dakota  Home.  $50;  Pawtucket, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Blodgett,  $10;  Mrs. 
Edwin  Clapp,  $10;  "Youth's 
Mission-Circle,"  $62,  of  wh. 
$70  for  Japan  Home,  $229  95 


Total, 


$229  95 


CONNECTICUT. 

East  Hampton.  —  Aux.,  $36  33 

Hartford  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Ghas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Poquon- 
nock,  "  Willing  Workers," 
$46;  pupil  Mosul,  $14;  Japan 
Home.  Kockville,  Aux.,  $8; 
"  Mission-Circle,"  $5;  Windsor 
Locks,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  to 
const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.T.  S.  Childs, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Allen,  $53.56,  126  56 

New  Haven  Branch.  —  Miss  Julia 
Twining,  Treas. ,  Ansonia,  $20 ; 
Bethel,  $3S.50;  Center  Brook, 
$45;  Chester,  $16;  Derby  (of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Miss 
Sarah  Hotchkiss,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Bassett),  $54.25;  "  Mission-Cir- 
cle," $7.29;  "Blue  Violets," 
$5.46;  East  Haddam  (of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  James 
Alexander),  $48.37 ;  Millington, 
Ladies,  $7;  East  Hampton, 
Union  Ch.,  $10;  "Earnest 
Mission  Helpers,"  $5;  East 
Haven,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Havens,  $25;  "Young 
Workers,"  $6;  Easton  (of  wJi. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Thomas  Turuey),  $39.46;  Ells- 
worth, $10;  Fair  Haven,  2d 
Ch.,  $12.61 ;  Falls  Village,  $10; 
Goshen,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
SarahA.Hazen,  $26;  Haddam, 
$30;  Kent,  $10;  Killingworth, 
$11.55;  Litclmeld,  $11.33;  Mad- 
ison," Willing  Hearts"  (of  wh. 
$75  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Miss  Clara 
S.  Scranton,  Miss  Ida  E.  Wil- 
cox, Miss  Carrie  H.  Kedfield), 
$03.50;  Meriden,  Centre  Ch., 
$10;  Midcllefield,  $25;  Middle- 
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town,  1st  Ch.  (of  wh.  $25 
from  Mrs.  E.  H.  Goodrich  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Isaac  A. 
Yale  of  Meriden,  and  $25  by 
a  friend),  $70;  Milton,  $10; 
Monroe,  $25.50;  Mt.  Carmel, 
$10;  New  Britain,  Centre  Ch., 
$107.30;  So.  Ch.  (of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  William  H.  Smith  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Minnie  L. 
Hart ;  23  cts.  a  dying  gift  from 
Little  Eddie),  $100.23;  New 
Haven  Centre  Ch.  (of  wh.  $15 
from  Mrs.  and  Miss  Apthorp, 
$5  from  Mrs.  H.  C.  Kingsley, 
$10  from  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wilcox, 
$2  from  Mrs.  Daniel  Wilcox), 
$48 ;  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer  (of 
wh.  $50  from  Mrs.  H.  B.  Bige- 
low  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Philo 
Lewis,  Miss  Hattie  Lewis,  $25 
from  Miss  Mary  Fitch  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Georgie  Fitch,  $25 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Fairchild),  $126;  "Aurora," 
$78.65;  "Morning  Star,"  $15; 
College-st.  Ch.,  $6 ;  "  Givers  on 
Trust,"  $14;  "  Wide  Awakes," 
$5;  Dwight-place  Ch.  (of  wh. 
$10  from  Mrs.  C.  S.  Bushnell), 
$52;  North  Ch.  (of  wh.  $10 
from  Mrs.  Richard  Bice), 
$21.50;  "West  End  Institute 
Mission-Circle,"  $6.75;  "  Silver 
Bells,  $3.07;  "Young  Twigs," 
$2.18;  Temple-st.  Ch.,  $25; 
Third  Ch.  (of  wh.  $22.50  from 
Miss  Lottie  Chandler's  class), 
$37.50 ;  "Mission Band," $8.85 ; 
Yale  College  Ch.,  $18;  Miss 
Rosetta  Mitchell,  $3;  Mrs. 
Wells  Williams,  to  const  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Ralph  Tyler,  $25 ;  Legacy 
of  Mrs.  Sarah  I.  Silliman, 
$1,000;  New  Preston,  $40; 
Norfolk,  $25 ;  North  Branford, 
$17.25;  Northrield,  B.  R.,  $44; 
No.  Haven,  $11;  No.  Wood- 
stock, $23;  "  Coral  Workers," 
$5:  Norwalk,  Aux.,  $200; 
Young  Ladies'  Mission  Band, 
$75 ;  "  Sunbeams,"  $£5 ;  Ridge- 
field,  $30 ;  pupil,  Madura,  Salis- 
bury, $13.61  ;  Say  brook, 
"Seaside  Band,"  Japan, 
$96.50;  So.  Canaan,  $8;  So. 
Norwalk  Young  Ladies'  Mis- 
sion Band,  B.  R.,  $40 ;  Thomas- 
ton,  "Free  Givers,"  $45; 
"News-Bearers,"  $31.20; 

Warren,  $5 ;  Washington,  $10 ; 
Waterbury,  $56;  Watertown, 
$50 ;  **  Earnest  Workers,"  $10 ; 
West  Chester,  $12;  West 
Haven,  $2.90;  "  Miss'y  Help- 
ers," $55.54;  Westville,  $15; 
Whitneyville  (of  wh.  $40  pupil 
Marsovan),  $50;  Winsted,  $15,3,458  52 
New  London  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
Joshua  C.  Learned,  Treas., 
No.   Stonington,  $9.76;    New 


London,  2d  Ch.,  $40;  Stoninc- 
ton,  $20.80;  Norwich,  Broad- 
way Ch.,  $52.18,  $122  74 

Total,       $3,744  15 

NEW  YORK. 

New  Fork  State  Branch.  —  Miss 
Myra  Fritcher,  Treas.,  Madi- 
son, Aux.,  $15  80 

Total,         $15  80 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Goodell,  Treas.,  Mont  Clair, 
N.  J.,  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25  by 
Mrs.  Samuel  Wilde  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  D.  W.  Miles,  $36 ; 
"Blossoms,"  $140;  Plainfield, 
Aux.,  $15;  East  Orange,  Aux., 
$20;  Washington,  D.C.,  Aux., 
$41;  "Ivy  Leaves,"  $100; 
Phila.  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  $8.12; 
Newark.  Belleville-ave.  Ch.,  of 
wh.  $25  bv  Mrs.  J.  H.  Denison, 
to  const,  herself  L.M.,  $70.40 ; 
Baltimore,  Aux.,  $100,  $530  52 

Total,         $530  52 

OHIO. 

Milan.  —  Aux.,  pupil  Mrs.  Bis- 
sell's  sch.,  $40  00 

Painesville.  —  Lake  Erie  Fem. 
Sem.,  pupil  in  Mandapasalie, 
India,  30  00 


Total, 

$70  00 

IOWA. 

Tabor.  —  Cong.  S.  S., 

Total, 

$15  00 

$15  00 

FLORIDA. 

St.  Augustine.  —  Colored  S. 
for  the  Zulus, 

S. 

$6  00 

Total, 

$6  00 

FOREIGN  LANDS. 

London,  England. — Miss  E. 

II 

Ropes,  Japan  Home,  $20  00 

India.  —  A  friend,  to  const.  L.M. 
Miss  L.  B.  Pierson,  Andover, 
Mass.,  25  00 

Harpoot,  Turkey.—  Emma  Barn- 
ham,  for  Japan  Home,  1  00 

Total,  $46  00 

General  Funds,  $8,271  66 

C.  Home  Building  Fund,  20  00 
Fem.  Dep.  of  Armenia  College,      41  81 

"  Life  and  Light,"  366  03 

Weekly  Pledge,  5  45 

Leaflets,  90 

Interest  on  Balwin  Fund,  450  00 

Total,  $9,156  85 

Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  2  raw. 


* 

CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  HOLLISTER'S  LETTER. 

Aintab,  March  16, 1876. 

I  want  you  to  know  how  unspeakably  thankful  I  am  for  being 
permitted  to  be  back  again  in  my  old  field  of  labor.  I  want  you  to 
know  how  the  work  grows  upon  me  in  its  vastness  and  importance, 
how  it  increases  in  intensity  of  interest  (not  so  much  from  what  we 
are  able  to  do  as  from  what  there  is  yet  undone  about  us) ,  and  how 
all-absorbing  it  becomes  as  we  approach  a  time  when  there  must 
come  a  struggle  of  moral  force  in  this  land,  between  Christianity 
and  Moslemism.  Yet  the  times  and  seasons  are  not  in  our  hands, 
and  we  can  only  pray  that  our  hearts  may  not  be  ' '  overcharged 
with  the  cares  of  this  world,  and  that  day  come  upon  us  unawares." 

We  rode  into  Aintab  the  25th  of  October.  Had  I  forgotten, 
while  in  America,  what  a  desert  land  this  was?  The  miles  of 
dreary,  treeless,  grassless,  flowerless  burial-ground,  with  its  thou- 
sands of  tumbling,  topsy-turvy  gravestones,  never  seemed  so  deso- 
late before ;  and  the  moral  waste,  of  which  thirty  minarets, 
standing  out  over  a  dull  gray  city,  were  only  the  sign  and  symbol, 
came  back  to  my  mind  with  new  force.  And  what  were  we? 
How  absurd,  unless  the  infinite  Power  be  with  us,  to  expect  to 
produce  a  moral  revolution !  And  yet,  that  day,  I  could  have  kissed 
the  very  stones  out  on  the  old  gray  college  hill.  I  could  have  sung, 
as  I  caught  sight  of  the  dome  of  the  Second  Church,  and  the  walls 
of  the  First  Church,  "  Walk  about  Zion,  mark  ye  well  her  bul- 
warks, consider  her  palaces."  From  that  day  to  this,  life  has 
been  a  busy  scene  with  us.  When  we  came,  the  people  had  not 
yet  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  terrible  ravages  of  the  cholera. 
Many  were  the  sad  faces  that  told  us,  before  we  could  ask,  of  loved 
ones  removed  from  their  homes.  Many  a  time  have  our  people 
told  us  of  the  triumphant  death  of  some  who  were  pillars  in  the 
church.  Many,  too,  were  the  sadder  stories  of  those  who  ' '  sorrowed 
without  hope." 

It  would  take  me  a  long  time  to  tell  you  of  the  strange  espedi- 
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ents  resorted  to  by  the  Armenians  and  Moslems  to  stop  the  ravages 
of  the  cholera.  There  were  wild  stories  afloat  of  Moslems  killing  a 
poor  crazy  man  to  appease  the  wrath  of  Deity,  and,  another  time,  of 
poisoning  a  poor  inoffensive  girl  with  the  same  object  in  view,  after 
compelling  her  to  ascend  a  minaret,  and  call  ont  the  hour  of  prayer, 
—  a  thing  always  done  by  men  trained  for  that  purpose.  The  Ar- 
menians went  in  a  body,  two  thousand  strong,  to  a  "  high  place  " 
three  hours  distant,  and  there  offered  sacrifices,  and  drank  raki 
(whiskey),  and  prayed,  that,  if  God  would  not  look  in  mercy  upon 
their  nation,  he  would,  at  least,  remember  the  innocent  children. 

Among  the  Protestants,  the  impression  made  by  the  solemn 
scenes  when  the  cholera  raged  produced  some  very  marked  results. 
A  tone  of  seriousness  prevailed  in  their  meetings  when  we  came, 
and  continues  even  to  the  present  time.  Recently  Miss  Proctor  and 
Miss  Shattuck,  with  the  help  of  the  pastors,  have  organized  some  of 
the  sisters  of  the  churches  into  bands  to  visit  in  different  quarters  of 
the  city,  only  among  members  of  the  Protestant  community.  The 
results  thus  far  are  very  encouraging.  The  attendance  at  prayer- 
meetings  has  steadily  increased.  The  last  time  I  attended  the 
female  prayer-meeting,  I  counted  more  than  two  hundred  present. 
But  what  has  stirred  the  Protestant  community  more  than  any 
thing  else  this  winter  has  been  a  bitter  opposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Armenians,  both  clergy  and  people.  Now,  after  Protestantism 
has  been  planted  here  for  years,  and  the  Protestant  community 
has  become  strong  and  influential,  the  Armenians  have  suddenly 
possessed  themselves  of  the  idea  that  they  can  root  it  out,  and 
"  sow  the  places  where  her  churches  stand  with  grain."  Disputes 
have  run  high  night  and  day ;  and  the  Bible  has  been  studied,  as 
perhaps  it  never  was  before  in  Aintab,  to  ascertain  which  church, 
the  Armenian  or  Protestant,  has  the  right  doctrine.  All  the  strong 
ties  of  patriotism  and  family  connections,  of  history  and  national 
life,  all  tV.e  attractions  of  an  imposing  and  fascinating  ritual,  have 
been  on  the  side  of  the  old  Armenian  Church.  They  have  the 
advantage  of  saying,  ' '  We  follow  the  doctrines  our  fathers  taught 
us  :  you  have  gone  over  to  the  teaching  of  a  few  strangers." 
And  yet,  with  an  open  Bible  in  their  hands,  the  Protestants  have 
grown  far  stronger  than  before.  Whereas  then  many  were  begin- 
ning to  feel  that  there  was  not  any  very  essential  difference 
between  the  two  churches,  they  now  see  that  one  is  founded  on 
the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  the  other  on  error  and  superstition. 
The  feeling  has  been  so  bitter,  that  the  pasha,  fearing  an  out- 
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break  of  some  kind,  has  seen  fit  to  have  a  proclamation  read  in  the 
churches,  to  the  effect  that  all  discussion  of  religious  questions  is 
forbidden  in  the  market  and  other  public  places.  We  have  not 
had  much  intercourse  with  the  Moslems  this  winter  ;  and  yet  we 
hear  vague  reports  of  inquirers  among  them.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
freedom  to  a  Moslem  in  Turkey.  If  he  changes  his  religion,  he 
does  it  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  the  certainty  of  banishment,  loss 
of  place,  family,  position,  and  all.  The  government  has  neither  the 
will  nor  the  power  to  protect  him.  And  so  it  happens,  now  and 
then,  that  we  hear  of  some  most  interesting  cases  of  inquiry  ; 
but  we  soon  lose  sight  of  the  inquirers ;  and  what  becomes  of  them 
we  never  know.  The  other  day  a  Moslem  was  overheard,  in  con- 
versation with  some  other  Moslems,  to  say  that  he  with  others  had 
formed  a  society,  composed  of  eighty  members,  for  reading  the 
law  of  Moses,  the  Koran,  and  the  Gospel ;  and  he  continued, 
"  There  is  nothing  so  unreasonable  in  this  doctrine  of  the  Trinity." 
This  doctrine,  it  should  be  explained,  is  the  great  stumbling-block 
with  the  Moslems.  "For  instance,"  he  went  on  to  say,  "there 
is  the  sun  in  the  heavens  :  it  is  light,  and  it  is  heat,  and  yet  it  is 
one  sun.  And  what  do  you  think  of  Christ  ?  "  he  asked.  "I 
take  him  to  be  greater  than  our  prophet."  How  much  importance 
to  attach  to  such  an  avowal  I  do  not  know.  The  man  must  cer- 
tainly have  been  sincere  ;  for  it  is  no  light  matter  to  utter  such 
words  before  other  Moslems  ;  and  yet  we  shall  never  probably 
hear  of  that  man's  openly  avowing  himself  a  Christian. 

Our  school  is,  on  the  whole,  in  a  promising  condition,  and  much 
has  been  accomplished  by  way  of  preparation  for  future  progress. 

When  I  was  here  before,  we  were  much  troubled  for  want  of 
room ;  and  some  felt  that  we  should  be  obliged  to  remove  to  some 
place  out  of  the  city  on  account  of  close  quarters;  but  oar  location 
being,  perhaps,  the  most  desirable  one  in  the  city,  we  could  not 
think  of  giving  it  up.  Now  we  have  succeeded  in  dislodging  a 
number  of  families  from  a  space  certainly  not  larger  than  an  ordi- 
nary sized  schoolroom,  and  we  hope  this  summer  to  have  rooms 
put  up  for  teachers.  At  present,  we  have  but  one  really  suitable 
room  for  teachers,  and  four  American  teachers  on  the  ground. 

Still  we  hope  to  have  things  managed  more  satisfactorily  after  a 
while.  I  wish  I  could  send  you  a  picture  of  the  building;  but  we 
have  no  photographers  in  Aintab.  Imagine  a  plain  building,  built 
on  two  sides  of  a  square  or  court,  and  you  have  the  picture  in 
your  mind's  eye,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.     Our  upper  school 
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numbers  twenty  this  year;  the  middle  school,  twenty-five;  and  the 
primary,  twenty-five.  Each  class  has  a  Bible  lesson  once  a  day. 
The  advanced  class  is  now  studying  the  prophecies  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments,  and  especially  those  relating  to  Christ. 
They  are  also  reciting  in  English  and  algebra.  When  walking 
out  one  day,  I  saw  what  was  to  me  quite  a  novel  sight,  —  a  proces- 
sion of  horse  and  foot,  some  carrying  large  green  banners  (green 
is  the  sacred  color  of  the  Moslems),  some  beating  drums,  and 
others  firing  guns.  In  the  rear  of  this  procession  walked  a  man 
wearing  a  white  mantle,  and  variously  colored  badges.  His  whole 
air  was  extremely  sanctimonious;  and  every  thing  about  him  indi- 
cated the  pilgrim.  He  was,  indeed,  a  pilgrim,  just  from  Mecca, 
who  could  not,  according  to  custom,  enter  his  own  house  until  he 
had  gone  to  worship  in  the  mosque.  And  the  poor  deluded  people 
would  have  kissed  the  very  stones  he  trod  upon.  Veiled  women 
looked  out  from  their  latticed  windows ;  and  white  veils  and  blue 
veils  crowded  and  covered  the  roof  of  the  mosque  where  the  pilgrim 
went  in  to  worship. 

We  watched  the  green  banners  till  they  entered  the  mosque,  and 
came  home  pondering  the  question,  How  is  it  that  such  a  system 
has  such  a  hold  on  so  many  millions? 


EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 
EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  MALTBIE'S  LETTERS. 

SAMOKOV,  March  29,  1876. 

My  dear  Friend,  —  Your  letter  was  received  a  few  weeks 
since,  and  ought  to  have  been  answered  sooner;  but  ill  health  and 
numerous  duties  have  prevented  my  writing  as  soon  as  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  do. 

I  am  glad  you  had  such  a  pleasant  meeting  of  the  Board  last 
fall.  We  do  feel  encouraged  and  thankful  that  the  interest  in 
foreign  missions  has  so  much  increased;  for  we  know  that  when 
the  united  prayers  of  the  church  are  concentrated  in  the  petition , 
"  Thy  kingdom  come,"  then  the  time  draweth  near  when  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Christ. 
We  cannot  doubt  that  prayer  is  being  heard  for  Bulgaria.  The 
leaven  of  the  gospel  is  working.  The  theological  students  return- 
ing from  their  ten- weeks'  tour  of  preaching  report  that  the  people 
are  more  eager  than  ever  before  to  hear  the  truth.    This  is  es- 
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pecially  true  of  the  villages.  The  political  agitation  does  not 
seem  to  hinder,  but  rather  to  forward,  the  promulgation  of  the 
truth,  as  the  people  are  unusually  aroused  to  thought.  That  there 
must  be  a  change  soon  in  the  condition  of  the  subjected  races  seems 
to  be  more  and  more  apparent.  The  determination  not  to  submit 
to  Turkish  despotism  much  longer  seems  to  be  growing  stronger 
among  the  masses.  The  rebellion  in  Herzegovina  is  becoming 
more  formidable.  In  an  engagement  week  before  last,  the  Turks 
were  terribly  defeated,  the  rebels  showing  no  mercy.  War  carried 
on  by  such  half-civilized  people  is  inhuman  in  the  extreme.  They 
say  that  Servia  has  now  declared  war  against  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, and,  if  so,  the  Bulgarians  will  probably  join  her,  and  the 
war  may  become  general. 

To  us  it  is  blessed  rest,  amid  all  the  excitement,  rumors,  and 
tumults  of  these  times,  to  know  that  our  Father  is  at  the  helm, 
and  able  to  overrule  every  thing  for  his  glory,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom. 

The  pastor  and  his  new  wife  (an  English  lady)  were  here  a  few 
days  since,  and  brought  glorious  news  of  God's  work  in  Bansko. 
The  Lord  opened  the  way  for  Mrs.  Tongoroff  to  get  access  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people  in  a  wonderful  manner;  and  now  every  house 
in  that  place  is  open  to  the  influences  of  the  gospel.  In  all  that 
region  there  is  no  physician.  So,  very  soon  after  Mrs.  Tongoroff 
arrived,  the  sick  sent  for  her,  hoping  she  might  give  them  some 
medicine  which  would  relieve  them.  Many  of  the  cases  were  of 
diseases  of  which  she  knew  nothing,  and  she  was  in  great  perplexi- 
ty. She  could  not  turn  them  away  with  no  comfort:  so  she  turned 
to  the  Lord  for  help,  and  was  convinced  that  the  wonderful  cures 
that  were  performed  were  in  answer  to  prayer.  She  told  the 
patients  that  she  could  not  cure  them,  but  God  was  able  to  heal  the 
sick,  and  she  would  pray  for  them.  She  took  each  individual  case 
to  the  Lord,  and  asked  his  blessing  upon  the  simple  means  used. 
She  generally  prescribed  some  simple  remedy,  such  as  a  little  pain- 
killer, rubbing  with  camphor  and  oil,  &c. ;  but  she  could  have  very 
little  confidence  in  such  remedies,  even  if  they  might  be  useful 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  for  this  people  have  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  how  to  take  care  of  the  sick.  One  of  the  first  cases  was 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  head  men  of  the  village,  who  has  always 
been  a  bitter  enemy  of  the  Christians.  Her  disease  was,  perhaps, 
hysteria,  but  she  had  become  so  much  reduced  by  want  of  sleep, 
and  suffering,  that  she  could  not  have  lived  much  longer  ' '  without 
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a  divine  intervention. ' '  For  more  than  a  week  she  had  not  closed 
her  eyes  in  sleep,  and  her  sufferings  were  intense.  Mrs.  Tongoroff 
committed  her  case  into  the  Lord's  hands,  not  daring  to  give  her 
much  medicine.  She  told  them  to  rub  her  with  oil,  and  left.  The 
next  morning,  her  husband  came  to  tell  Mrs.  Tongoroff  that  his  wife 
was  better.  They  were  very  thankful;  and,  from  the  bitterest 
enemies  to  the  pastor,  they  have  become  warm  friends,  and  now 
they  listen  to  the  word  of  God,  and  receive  the  Christian  friends 
into  their  houses.  She  told  of  other  still  more  wonderful  instances 
of  answer  to  prayer;  but  I  cannot  refer  to  a  tithe  of  them. 

In  one  instance,  a  mother  came  to  her  in  great  distress,  begging 
her  to  do  something  for  her  boy,  who  was  very  sick  indeed:  he 
was  the  last  of  eight  children,  who  had  all  died  of  the  same  terri- 
ble disease  from  which  he  was  suffering.  He  was  a  child  of  seven 
years ;  but  she  had  brought  him  in  her  arms,  so  anxious  was  she 
that  Mrs.  Tongoroff  should  see  him.  Bursting  into  tears,  she  be- 
sought her  to  do  something  for  her  child;  said  her  husband  was 
very  angry  because  the  other  children  had  died,  and  threatened  to 
shoot  her  if  this  died  too,  for  he  said  it  was  only  through  her  care- 
lessness that  they  had  lost  them.  The  child  was  in  a  fearful  con- 
dition, so  bloated  that  it  hardly  seemed  human,  and  ejecting  fearful 
discharges  of  blood  from  stomach  and  bowels.  Prayer  was  heard; 
and  in  three  or  four  days  he  seemed  quite  well.  The  gratitude  of 
the  mother  was  touching  to  behold. 

The  sons  of  two  priests  were  cured,  — one  a  young  man  appar- 
ently almost  gone  with  consumption ;  the  other  a  small  boy  with 
an  alarming  affection  of  the  throat. 

In  this  way  God  has  shut  the  mouths  of  those  priests  in  Bansko, 
that  they  may  not  speak  against  his  children.  They  are  now  very 
friendly,  and  acknowledge  that  the  Protestants  have  the  truth  on 
their  side;  but  they  excuse  themselves  from  receiving  it  into  their 
hearts,  because  they  must  make  a  living,  and  priestcraft  is  their 
only  means  of  livelihood.  Many  about  Bansko  brought  their  sick; 
and  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  present  to  heal  them.  Often  they 
came  to  her  with  the  most  offensive  disorders,  bringing  children 
with  small-pox  and  other  contagious  diseases  right  into  her  home, 
yet  none  in  their  household  were  permitted  to  contract  disease. 
Thus  the  Lord  has  removed  prejudice  from  the  minds  of  multi- 
tudes who  may  now  be  reached  by  the  message  of  salvation. 
Whether  he  did  this  in  accordance  with  physical  laws,  or  by  the 
intervention  of  miraculous  power,  matters  not  to  us ;  nor  is  the 


EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  MALTBIE'8  LETTERS.         283 

one  or  the  other  impossible  or  difficult  with  God.  I  have  learned 
a  precious  lesson  of  faith  and  trust  from  the  experience  of  this 
dear  sister. 

Constantinople,  May  3, 1876. 

The  26th  of  last  month  we  held  our  annual  examination  at 
Samokov,  which  was  unusually  satisfactory.  All  pronounced  it 
the  best  examination  we  ever  had.  Immediately  after  this,  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  Bulgarian  Evangelical  Society  met  at 
Samokov,  and  continued  for  five  days.  This  meeting  was  one  full 
of  interest.  A  goodly  number  were  gathered  from  our  out-stations, 
though,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  travelling,  some  of  the  towns 
were  not  represented. 

It  was  exceedingly  cheering  to  see  the  earnestness  with  which 
they  discussed  the  various  plans  for  promoting  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  among  their  own  nation.  There  was  much  of  the  enthusi- 
asm which  we  used  to  see  in  the  Christian  conventions  in  America. 

The  friends  thought  it  best  that  Mrs.  Mumford  and  I  should 
come  to  Constantinople  for  a  little  rest,  as  we  were  both  much 
worn.  We  left  the  girls  in  charge  of  the  assistant  teacher;  Mrs. 
Locke  kindly  offering  to  help  her  with  advice  and  sympathy  until 
I  should  return.  I  expected  to  remain  here  three  weeks ;  but  the 
insurrection  broke  out  a  day  or  two  after  I  arrived  here,  and  we 
have  only  heard  from  them  once  since  we  came. 

We  know  very  little  of  how  they  are  situated.  We  fear  they  are 
hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  the  insurgents,  so  that  they  cannot  leave 
if  they  wish.  The  official  despatches  (Turkish)  say  that  the  re- 
bellion is  crushed;  but  it  is  said,  "  Turks  never  tell  the  truth,  if 
lying  will  serve  their  purpose."  It  maybe  that  their  arms  have 
been  successful,  or  exactly  otherwise.  We  know  that  many  villages 
have  been  burned,  and  their  inhabitants  massacred;  and  we  fear 
that  our  poor  Bulgarians  are  suffering  terribly.  The  government 
in  many  of  the  towns  in  Bulgaria  has  given  arms  to  the  Turkish 
citizens,  and  bid  them  defend  themselves;  and  these  men,  unre- 
strained, have  been  permitted  to  glut  their  vengeance  on  the  poor 
unarmed  villagers,  shooting  them  down  without  the  least  provoca- 
tion. .  .  .  Mrs.  Mumford  is  so  much  out  of  health,  that  the  physi- 
cians advise  that  she  visit  America:  I  may  accompany  her.  I  need 
rest,  but  have  not  reached  the  point  where  I  cannot  possibly  do 
any  more.  I  should  be  glad  to  visit  my  dear  old  father,  and  see 
my  friends  in  America;  but  it  is  very  hard  to  leave  now,  although 
our  schools  will  suffer  much  on  account  of  the  condition  of  the 
country. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  FROM  MRS.   BOND. 

Eski  Zagba,  June  5, 1876. 

4 '  We  have  now  a  weekly  meeting  with  an  average  attendance 
of  from  twelve  to  sixteen.  They  seem  to  enjoy  coming  together 
to  hear  the  word  of  God,  especially  during  these  times  of  trouble; 
for  they  are  in  a  state  of  constant  fear  and  trembling,  lest  the 
Turks  should  fall  upon  them,  and  massacre  them  without  mercy. 

"  One  night  the  cry  was  raised,  that  the  Turks  were  coming. 
One  of  the  sisters,  instead  of  seeking  first  to  hide  what  money  she 
had  in  the  house,  seized  her  Bible,  Testament,  and  hymn-book,  and 
put  them  in  a  place  of  safety  ;  '  for,'  said  she,  '  I  would  rather  lose 
all  my  money  than  that  they  should  be  stolen  from  me.  They 
possess  the  true  riches,  and  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  do  with- 
out them. '  The  alarm  proved  to  be  a  false  one  ;  but  the  calmness 
and  trust  manifested  by  the  little  band  of  followers  was  a  source 
of  wonder  to  those  outside. 

"I  was  much  interested  in  the  case  of  one  who  had  for  some 
time  felt  the  drawings  of  the  Spirit,  but  feared  openly  to  attend 
the  meetings.  As  I  sang  an  impromptu  translation  of  a  portion 
of  Sankey's  'Knocking,  knocking:  who  is  there?'  she  could 
not  restrain  the  tears,  and  afterward  told  the  pastor  that  she  never 
had  any  thing  touch  her  so  :  she  had  resolved,  come  what  would, 
to  give  Him  entrance.     She  is  now  a  growing  Christian." 


MEXICO. 

PART  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MRS.  WATKINS. 

Guadalajara,  Republic  of  Mexico,  May,  1876. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Bliss,  —  Your  very  kind  letter  of  January 
reached  me  in  February,  to  find  me  very  ill,  and  suffering  most 
intensely.  It  is  now  more  than  four  months  since  I  was  obliged  to 
take  my  bed,  and  for  a  time  my  life  was  despaired  of ;  but  my 
heavenly  Father  has  been  very  merciful.     Praise  be  to  his  name  ! 

My  French  surgeon,  who  is  considered  the  most  skilful  in  the 
republic,  regards  my  partial  recovery  as  most  remarkable.  We 
feel  that  it  has  been  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  faith,  nightly 
offered  by  this  congregation.  The  promise  they  pleaded  was, 
the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick. 

You  ask  of  my  school.  I  had  a  very  nice  little  school  a  year  and 
a  half  ago,  when  I  was  obliged  to  discontinue  it,  and,  since  then, 
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have  had  three  very  severe  sicknesses,  which  have  prevented  me 
from  much  teaching.  We  employed  a  native  teacher  for  some 
months  ;  but  now  I  only  have  classes  come  to  me  when  I  am  able 
to  attend  to  them. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Interior  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  111.,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  Nov.  1,  2,  1876.  Auxiliary  societies  are  requested  to 
appoint  delegates,  and  also  to  forward  written  reports  of  their 
work  during  the  year,  including  the  names  of  the  officers,  to  Miss 
S.  Pollock,  75  Madison  Street,  Chicago,  before  Oct.  15. 


LETTER  FROM  MRS.    SMITH. 

[We  venture  to  insert  part  of  a  private  letter  from  our  beloved  president,  know- 
ing how  affectionate  an  interest  is  taken  in  her  recovery.] 

The  meeting  of  next  Friday  morning  is  on  my  heart  ;  and  I 
have  a  great  desire  to  send  a  message  "  with  mine  own  hand, " 
although  my  strength  is  yet  very  little.  I  have  again  been  down 
to  the  brink  of  "  the  river,"  and  lingered  many  days  in  that  bor- 
der-land where  earthly  things  so  fade  from  the  heart,  and  eternal 
things  become  reality.  In  those  days  there  was  given  me  such  an 
abiding  assurance  that  God  blesses,  and  will  bless,  the  work  of  our 
Board,  that  I  want  to  tell  it  to  you. 

I  never  before  felt  so  sure  that  this  is  our  Father's  own  work, 
^adjust  what  he  would  have  us  do. 

I  cannot  describe  to  you  the  sweet,  precious  satisfaction  given 
to  my  heart,  when,  one  after  another,  there  came  before  me  the 
faces  of  that  dear  circle  of  ladies  with  whom  I  have  labored  and 
prayed  in  the  cause  ;  and  I  said,  "  Yes,  I  see  them  all.  The  work 
will  go  on.  I  could  only  help  a  little,  if  with  them."  I  felt  that 
you  would  not  cease  this  work  until  you  also  should  cross  the  river. 
.  .  .  My  heart  is  filled  with  a  desire  I  never  knew  before  to  win 
souls  for  Christ.  This  is  so  surely  God's  work,  that  we  may  have 
all  courage  and  zeal  to  labor,  leaving  results  with  God. 
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"SO    SOON?"1 

Lines  suggested  by  the  death  of  Miss  Bishop  of  the  Dakota  Mission,  who  passed 
away  before  the  reaping-time  had  come. 

"Father,  my  frame  is  weary.     Oh!  make  thou  me  strong, 
With  trust  unwavering  and  spirit  loving, 
My  Saviour's  patient  love  by  patience  proving, 
To  labor  long." 

"  Come  hither,  child; 
For  here  is  joy  abounding; 
The  victor's  hymn  is  down  the  ages  sounding: 
Join  the  glad  song." 

"  Father,  the  people  wander,  and  my  heart  is  sad ; 
All  day  mine  eye  doth  look  on  scenes  of  sadness, 
All  day  mine  ear  hath  heard  no  note  of  gladness, 
And  how  can  I  be  glad?  " 

"Remember,  child, 
Though  thou  seest  only  sorrow, 
After  chill  night  shall  come  their  bright  to-morrow: 
So  be  thou  glad." 

"  Father,  I've  been  but  sowing  in  this  dark  land  thy  seed  ; 
After  the  toilsome  going-forth  and  weeping, 
I  long  to  share  the  joyful  work  of  reaping  : 
For  this  I  plead." 

"  It  ripens  slowly,  child, 
Thy  feet  would  grow  too  weary  ; 
Others  awhile  must  work  'neath  shadows  dreary: 
Rest  is  thy  meed." 

"Will  others  love  these  parched  fields?  Will  others  see 
The  little  tender  blades  among  the  rocks  upspringing, 
The  twining  vines  to  jagged  thorn-trees  clinging, 
So  dear  to  me?  " 

"  The  field  is  mine,  my  child; 
The  husbandman  shall  foster 
Gently  from  leaf  and  bud  the  ripening  cluster. 
Leave  all  to  me." 

"And  has  it  come  so  speedily,  —the  hour  for  rest? 
Am  I  no  more  to  bear  earth's  crushing  burden? 
May  I  so  quickly  claim  faith's  royal  guerdon? 
Thy  way  is  best." 

"  The  hour  has  come,  my  child: 
Wearing  thy  robe  immortal, 

Enter,  through  Christ,  the  Door,  the  living  Portal, 
Thy  mansion  blest." 

s.  P. 
i  In  the  absence  of  Miss  Pollock,  the  editor  of  the  Western  Department  of 
"Life  and  Light,"  we  take  the  liberty  of  copying  from  "  The  Advance"  this  trib- 
ute to  the  memory  of  a  beloved  young  missionary.  —  Editorial  Committee. 
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ANOTHER  PLEA  FOR  MICRONESIA. 

Miss  Martha  A.  Chamberlain  of  Honolulu  was  present  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  and  also  attended  a  meeting  of  ladies 
in  the  parlor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Chicago.  Miss 
Chamberlain's  parents  were  early  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  she  is  the  secretary  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions there.  She  presented  an  earnest  plea  that  lady  teachers  be 
sent  to  Micronesia,  one  of  whom  the  Board  which  she  represents 
is  ready  to  support. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD   OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  June  15,  to  July  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Akron.  —  Aux.,  $15  00 

Cleveland.—  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
$7 ;  Euclid-ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  for 
education  of  missionary  chil- 
dren, $100,  107  00 

Mount  Vernon.  — Aux.,  for  mis- 
sionary children,  4  00 

Oberlin.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Mrs.  Mumford,  120  00 

Oxford.  —  Western  Fern.  Sem. 
Aux.,  128  64 

Ravenna.  —  Aux.,  centennial 
thank-offerings,  $18.50 ;  for  Ja- 
pan newppaper,  $10 ;  for  Home 
at  Kobe,  Japan,  $6.50,  35  00 

Buggies.  —  Aux.,  7  91 

Say'brook.—  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Whipple,  40  00 

Tiuinsburg.  —  Aux.,  7  25 

Wellington.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10 
is  for  share  in  centennial 
work, 


Total, 


INDIANA. 


30  00 
$494  80 


Indianapolis.  —  Mayflower  Ch., 
Aux.,  $6.35;  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  $13.70,  $20  05 

Michigan  City.  —  Aux.,  43  43 


Total, 


$63  48 


MICHIGAN. 


Armada.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Pinkerton,  and  with  prev. 
cont.  to  const.  Mrs.  Clias.  An- 
drews L.  M.,  $20  00 
Charlotte.—  Aux.,  55  90 
Detroit.  — 1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary of   Mrs.    Coffing,  $75.25; 


Young  Ladies'  Miss.  Circle,  of 
wh.  $52.50  is  for  Bible-reader 
in  Nicomedia,  remainder  for 
pupil  in  Miss  Farnham's  sch., 
$72.92;  Woodward-ave.  Cong. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Mrs. 
Coning,  $25,  $173  17 

Jackson.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  salary  of  Miss  Hollister, 
and  to  const.  Mrs.  Elliott 
Armstrong,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Bedell, 
Mrs.  John  Wessell,  Mrs.  E.  K. 
Warner,  and  Miss  Charlotte 
Cushman  L.  M.'s,  150  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Aux.,  $20;  Semi- 
nary, Aux.,  $22.35, 

London.  —  Aux., 

North  Adams.  —  Aux. , 

Olivet.  —Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Spencer, 

Owosso.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for  Japan 
newspaper, 

Ransom.  —  Aux., 

St.  Clair.  —  For  salary  of  Miss 
Pinkerton, 

Utica.  —  "Busy  Gleaners,"  for 
salary  of  Miss  Pinkerton, 


42  35 
5  00 
11  00 

15  00 

10  00 
5  13 

3  10 

13  00 


Total, 


ILLINOIS. 


$503 


Alton.  —  Ch.  of  the  Redeemer, 
Aux., 

Aurora.  —  New  Eng.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$20;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $11.25, 

Champaign. — Aux.,  for  pupil  at 
Samokov, 

Chesterfield.  —  Aux., 

Chicago.— Union  Park  Ch.,  Aux., 
$76.27;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Patrick,  $14 ;  New  Eng. 
Ch.  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Chapin,  $77.66;  47th-st.  Ch., 
Aux.  (of  wh.  $5.50  is  for  share 


$9  15 


31  25 


10  00 

16  75 
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in  Health  Betreat,  near  Mar- 
din),  $21 ; "  Mothers'  Meeting  " 
of  Tabernacle  Ch.,  $1.90,         $190  83 
Danvers.  —  Aux.,  6  15 

Elgin.  — Axes..,  21  50 

Evanston.  —  Aux.,  proceeds  of 
lecture  by  Miss  M.  E.  Brown, 
$15.50,  all  for  salary  of  Miss 
Porter,  94  20 

Forrest.—  Aux.,  7  50 

Galesburg.  —  1st  Ch.  of  Christ, 
Aux.,  of  wh.  30  is  for  shares  in 
Health  Retreat  near  Mardin, 
and  to  const.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hunt- 
ington L.  M.,  43  00 
Glencoe.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $4  are 
thank-offerings,  the  remainder  ■ 
from   Mrs.    S.  C  Bartlett  to 
const.  Miss  Laura  A.  Newbury 
L.  M.,  34  00 
Kewanee.-A.ux..,  for  Kalutkaof 

Samokov,  7  00 

La  Salle.  —  Aux.,  10  00 

Plainfield.  —  Aux.,  10  00 

Princeton.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  at 

Samokov,  10  00 

Quincy.—  Aux. ,  for  salary  of  Miss 

Evans,  22  00 

Bockford.  —  Aux.,  1st   Ch.,   for 

salary  of  Miss  Diament,  28  60 

— — .  —  A  friend,  for  four  shares 
in  Health  Retreat,  near  Mar- 
din,  40  00 


Total, 


•WISCONSIN. 


$591  93 


Appleton.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Mrs.  Curtis,  $50  00 

Clinton  Junction.  —  "A  friend," 
to  const.  Mrs.  K.  A.  Burnell  a 
L.  M.,  25  00 

Delavan.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is 
for  Mrs.  Coding's  village  tours, 
the  remainder  for  Bible-reader 
in  Madura  Mission,  20  00 

Ft.  Atkinson.  —  Aux. ,  of  wh.  $1 
is  a  centennial  offering  from 
Mrs.  Ada  Landphear,  20  60 

Gay's  Mills.  —  Sunday  school,  2  50 

Milwaukee.  —  Spring  -st.  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  asst.  teacher 
at  Manissa,  50  00 

Oconomowoc.  —  Aux.,  7  00 

Papon.  —  Aux. ,  to  const.  Miss 
Sarah  Phelps  L.  M.,  25  00 

Stoughton.  —  Aux.,  5  50 

West  Eau  Claire.  —  "  Eau  Claire 
Helpers,"  for  salary  of  Mrs. 
Curtis,  and  to  const.  Miss  Mar- 
tha D.  Howes  L.  M.,  25  00 

Whitewater.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Taylor,  62  05 

Total,  $292  65 

IOWA. 


Burlington.  —  Aux., 

Grinnell.  —  Aux.,  $10;  Miss 
Mary  Ellis,  $10;  "Mite  Gath- 
erers," $5,  all  for  centennial 


$12  80 


work ;    Cong.   Ch.   and  Soc, 

$119.55,  for  salary  of  Miss  Hil- 

lis,  $144  55 

Hampton.  —  Aux.,  5  84 

Independence.  —  Aux.,  7  50 

Marshalltown.  —  Cong.   Sunday 

school,  18  75 

McGregor.—  Aux.,     for     Bible 

reader  near  Harpoot,  10  31 

New  Hampton.  —  Aux.,  1  50 

Osage.  —Aux.,  with  prev.  cont., 

to  const.  Mrs.  S.  M.  Cutler  L. 

M.,  6  67 

Bockford.  —  Aux.,  2  35 


$210  27 


Total, 

MINNESOTA. 


Minneapolis.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  $75;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $25; 
2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  $6.70;  all  for 
salary  of  Miss  Barrows,  $106  70 

Northfleld.  —  Miss  Clara  H.  Bish- 
op, 10  00 

St.  Paul. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Barrows,  25  00 

Total,  $141  70 

MISSOURI. 

Springfield.  —  Mrs.  C.  E.  Har- 
wood, 

St.  Louis.  —  Pilgrim  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  salary  of  Miss  Anderson, 
$8.50;  "Ready  Hands"  of  1st 
Ch.,  for  missionary  children, 
$10,  18  50 


$5  00 


Total, 


KANSAS. 


$23  50 


Junction  City.  —Mrs.  I.  Jacobus, 

a  centennial  offering,  $5  00 

Lawrence.  —  Aux.,   for   scholar- 

at  Manissa,  12  25 

Valley  Falls.  —  Aux.,  7  00 

Wyandotte.—  Aux.,  12  30 


Total, 

$36  55 

DAKOTA. 

Sisseton  Agency.  —  Aux., 

$10  00 

Total, 

$10  00 

COLORADO. 

Denver.  —  Monument      Society, 
for  Miss  Dudley's  health  tour,  $26  00 

Total,             $26  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

California.  —  Woman's     Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Pacific,       $600  00 

Total,        $600  00 

Total,       $2,994  53 
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THE  CONSTANTINOPLE  HOME. 

We  are  very  sure  that  the  name  "  Constantinople  Home  " 
has  become  dear  to  hundreds  and  thousands,  who  through  much 
labor,  self-denial,  and  prayer,  have  contributed  to  its  erection,  and 
who  will  be  glad  to  rejoice  with  us  over  its  successful  completion. 
When  the  pupils  who  wrere  to  occupy  the  new  building  first  stood 
on  its  beautiful  site,  they  let  one  of  their  glad  songs  echo  along 
the  trenches  prepared  for  the  foundation-stones  ;  and  so  may  not 
we  to-day  unite  in  a  psean  of  praise  for  what  our  Lord  has  en- 
abled us  to  do  for  his  glory? 

Now  that  the  last  touches  have  been  given  to  the  building,  now 
that  teachers  and  scholars,  by  a  residence  of  several  months,  have 
proved  its  substantial  character  and  convenient  arrangements,  and 
are  hopefully  laying  foundations  for  its  future  usefulness,  we  may 
recapitulate  with  profit  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  our  God  hath 
led  us. 

When  seven  years  ago,  soon  after  the  formation  of  the  Woman's 
Board,  missionaries  in  Constantinople  began  to  see  urgent  need 
of  a  Christian  home  school  in  that  city,  which  would  correspond, 
in  the  value  of  the  education  given,  with  our  better  schools  in 
America,  we  were  not  surprised.  Where  has  Christianity  entered, 
and  done  its  legitimate  work,  and  left  women  contented  in  their 
degradation?  Civilization  has,  indeed,  done  much  in  gay,  pleasure- 
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loving  Constantinople,  the  Paris  of  the  Eastern  world.  It  has 
demanded  by  its  public  voice  that  the  daughters  of  its  wealthy- 
citizens  should  be  educated;  and  there  are  now  two  large  Arme- 
nian seminaries,  where  polished  Armenian  girls  are  sent  away  the 
wiser  by  a  knowledge  of  French,  music,  and  painting,  but  with- 
out the  blessing  of  Christian  training. 

Early  in  1869  a  call  was  received  by  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  from  the  foreign  secretary  of  the  American  Board,  for 
"  a  home  in  Constantinople  which  should  be  the  centre  of  a  three- 
fold Christian  work  —  missionary,  medical,  and  educational  — 
among  the  women  and  girls  of  that  city  and  vicinity."  He  asked 
for  three  thousand  dollars  to  commence  the  work,  to  which  the 
Woman's  Board  favorably  responded. 

The  missionaries  began  at  once  to  take  steps  to  secure  a  suita- 
ble place  for  such  an  institution.  At  the  same  time  we  at  home 
were  seeking  a  lady  possessed  of  the  rare  talents  necessary  to  the 
head  of  such  a  school.  In  the  autumn  of  1870  Miss  Julia  A. 
Rappleye  was  sent  out  to  fill  this  place,  and  in  a  single  year  had 
sufficient  command  of  the  language  to  commence  the  school.  A 
home  was  rented  in  Stamboul,  the  old  part  of  the  city  ;  and  in 
October,  1871,  the  first  session  opened  with  three  pupils.  This 
was  a  small  beginning  ;  but,  within  a  few  weeks,  the  efficient 
teacher  was  cheered  in  her  labor  by  hopeful  indications.  During 
the  first  year,  the  school  increased  gradually  in  numbers,  and  in 
favor  with  the  people.  Practical  questions  arose  and  were  settled  : 
various  plans,  looking  to  the  possibilities  of  the  Home  for  highest 
good  in  the  future,  were  discussed  in  Constantinople  and  by  the 
friends  at  home. 

The  result  was  the  recommendation  of  the  following  plan  for 
work  :  — 

"  The  design  of  the  Home  is  to  be  a  centre  of  Christian  work  ; 
that  of  the  home-school,  or  seminary,  is  to  train  Christian  workers, 
and  at  the  same  time  afford  opportunity  of  culture  such  as  we 
may  give  to  daughters  of  parents  desiring  it  for  their  children. 
The  school  is,  therefore,  to  be  thoroughly  Christian,  and  also 
missionary  in  its  aim.  All  its  arrangements  and  administration 
are  to  be  such  as  to  secure,  as  largely  as  possible,  with  the  divine 
blessing,  these  results;  viz.,  a  true  and  symmetrical  Christian  char- 
acter in  the  pupils;  well-ordered  Christian  homes;  well-qualified 
teachers  of  native  female  seminaries  and  higher  schools,  wives  of 
pastors,  and  Bible- women. 
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"  To  secure  this,  the  grade  of  education  should  be  so  high  as  to 
qualify  teachers  to  take  charge  of  schools  of  the  highest  order 
that  may  be  demanded  in  the  capital  and  other  cities  of  Turkey, 
and  such  as  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people 
of  Constantinople." 

11  The  lady  in  charge  of  the  City  Missionary  Department  will 
not  only  visit  the  women,  from  house  to  house,  conversing  on  reli- 
gious subjects,  reading  the  Bible,  and  praying  with  them,  and  per- 
suading them  to  do  so  themselves,  but  she  will  also  train  and  direct 
native  women  and  girls  in  the  same  work;  and  thus  will  raise  up, 
we  hope,  a  large  and  efficient  corps  of  Bible-women  and  city  mis- 
sionaries, who  will  be,  in  many  ways,  better  adapted  than  a  for- 
eigner to  labor  among  their  own  people. 

"  The  medical  lady  will  not  only  seek  to  win  the  souls  of  her 
patients,  but  to  remove  prejudice  by  her  medical  skill,  and  her 
labors  of  love  in  the  dispensary  and  in  their  own  homes,  and  thus 
open  to  Christian  influences  many  a  door  which  would  otherwise 
be  closed.  She  will  also,  by  instructing  the  pupils  of  the  school 
in  physiology  and  the  laws  of  health,  prepare  them  to  impart  their 
knowledge  to  others,  and  to  make  their  own  future  homes  far 
different  from  the  present  homes  of  that  land." 

By  thus  raising  up  teachers  for  native  schools,  it  will  prepare,  in 
the  most  efficient  and  economical  manner,  to  supply  the  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  female  education.  It  should  afford  its 
advantages  to  poor  girls  of  promising  character,  who  are  strug- 
gling to  fit  themselves  for  Christian  work  as  teachers,  Bible-read- 
ers, or  wives  of  native  pastors,  by  a  limited  number  of  free 
scholarships. 

"It  is  believed,  that,  by  exacting  payment,  the  school  will  be 
more  highly  appreciated,  more  gratitude  will  be  felt  for  its  bene- 
fits, and  results  of  a  higher  spiritual  value  will  be  in  every  way 
secured.  This  conviction  is  strengthened  by  what  we  already  see 
in  the  effects  produced. 

"  The  sum  of  at  least  twenty-five  Turkish  liras  (about  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars)  a  year  for  boarding  scholars,  and  half  a  lira 
($2.20)  a  month  for  day  scholars,  payable  for  each  session  or 
term  in  advance,  to  be  the  rule  of  admission  ;  charitable  assist- 
ance being  afforded  only  in  exceptional  cases,  and,  in  each,  on  its 
individual  merits. ' ' 

In  the  official  communication  made  to  the  Woman's  Board  by 
the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Western  Turkey  Mission  in  1872,  at 
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which  time  this  matter  had  been  fully  discussed,  it  was  resolved 
that  "such  a  school  is  urgently  needed  in  this  city,  and  may  be 
expected  to  furnish  a  large  number  of  laborers,  and  those  of  higher 
promise,  for  all  departments  of  evangelistic  work." 

In  view  of  which,  said  Dr.  "Wood,  "In  conclusion,  we  beg  to 
enlist  the  continued  enthusiastic  support  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Woman's  Board  for  the  Home,  and  to  the  enterprise  of  raising  a 
building-fund  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  All  that  is 
greatly  good  costs.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  an  object  better 
fitted  to  engage  sympathy,  and  arouse  effort.  Surely,  in  this  great 
centre  of  population  and  influence,  there  should  be  one  truly 
Christian  institution  for  the  daughters  of  Turkey,  as  comprehensive 
in  its  scope  as  that  which  they  have  contemplated,  and  it  should 
be  placed  on  an  enduring  foundation.  It  cannot  but  be  that  the 
Christ-like  benevolence  of  the  women  of  America  will  give  this 
boon.  It  belongs  especially  to  the  constituents  of  the  American 
Board  to  bestow  it  ;  and  it  would  be  unfortunate,  if,  through  a 
failure  on  their  part,  we  should  suffer  as  a  missionary  station." 

Dr.  Clark  and  his  wife,  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  who  had  prov- 
identially been  in  Constantinople  the  preceding  year,  had  been 
impressed  by  the  importance  of  this  enterprise,  and  now  heartily 
indorsed  the  call.  The  Prudential  Committee  of  the  American 
Board  approved,  but  submitted  to  us  the  following  considerations 
as  applicable  to  such  cases  :  — 

"  A  strictly  missionary  society  can  aid  only  by  counsel  and 
encouragement,  perhaps  by  giving  missionaries  to  take  charge  of 
the  needed  institutions,  and  by  commending  them  to  the  sympathy 
and  aid  of  the  Christian  public.  It  cannot  allow  any  diversion  of 
its  funds  in  aid,  further  than  may  be  promotive  of  its  proper  work 
of  evangelization." 

The  call  for  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  gold  seemed  startling  at 
first;  for  it  must  be  remembered,  that,  in  this  fourth  year  of  our 
work,  our  pledges  for  the  year  amounted  to  less  than  thirty-one 
thousand  dollars.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  this  additional 
sum  must  be  wholly  extra  from  our  regular  missionary  contribu- 
tions, we  thank  God  to-day  for  the  faith  which  enabled  us  to  say, 
"We  will  do  it."  The  executive  officers  of  our  Board  early 
showed  their  confidence  in  the  enterprise  by  themselves  subscrib- 
ing five  thousand  dollars. 

A  beautiful  site  was  soon  selected  in  Scutari,  a  suburb  of  Con- 
stantinople, containing  about  sixty  thousand  inhabitants,  bearing 
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the  same  relation  to  the  main  city  that  Brooklyn  does  to  New 
York.  With  the  many  delays  so  proverbial  in  Turkey,  it  was, 
however,  nearly  two  years  before  the  purchase  could  be  made,  and 
the  proper  title  secured. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  school  had  been  growing  rapidly  in  num- 
bers and  popularity.  By  the  close  of  the  second  year,  very  satis- 
factory results  had  been  attained.  The  most  perfect  order  and  dis- 
cipline had  been  established.  Untamed  Armenian  girls,  used  to  no 
restraint  in  their  homes,  had  become  accustomed  to  go  through  the 
routine  of  school-life,  with  the  regularity  and  punctuality  seen  in 
our  best  American  schools.  The  awkward  shyness  of  girls  hitherto 
secluded  from  society  had  given  way  to  a  quiet  repose  of  manner, 
and  ladylike  demeanor.  Their  thorough  scholarship  was  shown  in 
the  public  examinations,  which  were  the  wonder  and  delight  of  all. 
On  these  occasions  the  rooms  were  crowded  with  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  pupils. 

Many  expressions  of  approbation  were  heard  at  the  scholarship, 
modesty,  obedience,  and  readiness  of  the  pupils. 

But  better  than  evidences  of  intellectual  improvement  was  the 
development  of  Christian  principle  among  the  scholars.  Their  in- 
terest in  religious  subjects  was  such,  that,  about  the  middle  of  the 
second  year,  Miss  Rappleye  felt  that  she  could  write,  "  Various 
evidences  make  me  hope  that  many  of  the  pupils,  I  think  I  can  say 
a  majority,  have  really  begun  to  have  experimental  knowledge  of 
the  better  way."  The  change  in  their  deportment  was  very  great, 
and  was  the  cause  of  remark  among  their  family  friends.  The 
leaven  was  also  found  working  in  their  own  homes. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  year,  July,  1873,  the  number  of  pupils 
had  increased  to  twenty-five,  and  the  accommodations  were  too 
narrow  to  receive  any  new  applicants.  The  lease  of  the  house  in 
Stamboul  had  expired;  and  it  was  decided  to  rent  a  larger  house 
in  Scutari  for  two  years,  when  it  was  hoped  that  the  new  building 
would  be  ready  for  occupancy.  Although  there  was  some  lalling- 
oif  at  first,  owing  to  the  change  of  location,  the  number  was  soon 
made  up.  Two  prosperous  years  followed,  and  the  limitations  of 
the  new  quarters  were  beginning  to  be  seriously  felt.  The  year 
1875  was  a  trying  one  in  the  interior  workings  of  the  Home,  owing, 
chiefly,  to  the  loss  of  several  teachers  through  ill-health  and  other 
causes;  but  the  efficiency  of  the  principal,  equal  to  the  emergency, 
carried  the  family  and  school  successfully  through.  After  the 
land  for  the  new  building  had  been  purchased,  and  the  title  finally 
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made  secure,  the  next  step  was  to  obtain  permission  to  build. 
Then  followed  another  long  process,  another  tedious  waiting-time 
on  Turkish  officials ;  but,  through  the  divine  blessing  on  the  judi- 
cious efforts  of  friends,  success  came  at  last;  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 187-4,  the  first  shovelful  of  earth  was  thrown,  and  work 
actually  begun.  From  that  time  the  building  went  rapidly  for- 
ward, notwithstanding  all  opposition.  It  was  so  nearly  finished  in 
November,  1875,  as  to  enable  the  teachers,  missionaries,  and  their 
friends,  to  partake  of  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  in  one  of  the  upper 
rooms.  We  can  imagine  the  thankful  hearts  that  gathered  about 
that  board,  —  thankful  that  the  great  enterprise  which  had  caused 
so  many  anxious  days  and  nights,  so  much  thought  and  time  and 
labor,  was  at  last  so  near  successful  completion. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1876,  the  teachers  and  pupils  moved 
into  the  new  building;  and  another  era  was  begun  in  the  history 
of  our  institution,  which  we  hope  and  pray  may  become  a  loved 
and  honored  place,  and  an  untold  blessing  to  the  daughters  of 
Turkey  for  generations  to  come. 

On  entering  the  new  Home,  it  was  necessary  to  re-organize  the 
corps  of  teachers,  Miss  Rappleye  being  appointed  to  the  charge  of 
a  school  in  Broosa;  Miss  Noyes,  her  faithful  assistant  for  two 
years,  having  been  obliged  to  return  home  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  Miss  Dwight,  another  assistant,  being  removed  by  the  same 
cause.  We  were  happy  in  securing  the  services  of  Mrs  Kate  P. 
Williams  as  principal,  whose  former  experience  in  missionary  life  in 
Turkey,  with  her  eminent  qualifications,  gave  her  especial  fitness 
for  the  work.  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons,  recently  of  Lake  Erie  Semi- 
nary, Painesville,  O. ;  Mrs.  Cora  W.  Tomson,  who  went  out  to 
engage  in  city  missionary  work,  but  having  been  hindered  from 
laboring  in  that  department,  has  for  some  years  rendered  valuable 
service  in  the  Home;  Miss  Mary  J.  Patrick,  a  fine  Armenian  scholar, 
coming  from  missionary  work  in  Erzroom ;  and  Miss  Annie  Bliss, 
a  successful  teacher  of  music  and  the  ornamental  branches  in  the 
institution,  —  complete  a  band  of  teachers  whom  we  rejoice  to 
commend  to  the  prayers  of  all  interested  in  the  Home. 

The  various  nationalities  and  languages  among  the  pupils  neces- 
sitate a  larger  number  of  teachers  than  would  otherwise  be  needed; 
and,  for  this  reason,  English  may  soon  become  the  language  of  the 
school.  Many  applications  for  admission  have  been  received  from 
quite  young  girls;  and  it  is  evident  that  a  preparatory  department 
would  be  an  important  adjunct  to  the  main  school.  The  basement 
of  the  chapel  indicated  in  the  plan  will  probably  supply  this  need. 
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The  way  in  which  the  funds  for  the  Home  have  been  raised  in 
this  country  is  too  familiar  to  need  extended  notice  here.  It  was 
not  without  much  labor,  planning,  and  forethought,  that  so  large 
a  sum  (fifty-eight  thousand  dollars  in  currency)  has  been  obtained, 
aside  from  the  regular  contributions  to  the  society;  and  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  great  rejoicing  that  the  work  has  not  been  retarded  an  instant 
for  want  of  funds.  The  thirty  thousand  dollars  first  raised  was 
appropriated  for  purchasing  the  land,  and  for  building  in  part. 
Money  subsequently  given  for  the  rooms  included  the  finishing 
and  furnishing  of  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  Mr.  Petti- 
bone,  one  of  their  number,  superintended  the  erection  of  the 
building.  So  wisely  has  this  been  done,  that,  after  discharging  all 
our  liabilities,  funds  remain  for  the  erection  of  a  dispensary  on  the 
grounds.  In  the  original  plan,  this  was  to  have  place  in  the  main 
building;  but,  upon  due  deliberation,  it  was  thought  best  to  make 
the  change. 

The  officers  of  the  Board  wish  to  present  at  this  time  their 
warmest  thanks  to  the  many  friends  whose  cordial  sympathy,  and 
ready  response  to  all  appeals,  have  made  the  labor  a  pleasure, 
instead  of  a  burden.  Your  treasure  is  laid  up  in  heaven,  dear 
friends,  and  cannot  fade  away.     The  reward  is  sure. 

In  this  number,  we  give  a  lithograph  *  of  the  exterior  of  the  Home 
as  it  appears  at  the  present  time,  and  also  plans  of  the  grounds 
and  of  the  interior.  We  append  a  brief  description  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  building:  — 

' '  The  Home  consists  of  a  main  building  fifty-four  feet  by  sixty- 
five  feet,  and  of  two  wings,  each  thirty-one  feet  by  fifty  feet.  Only 
one  of  the  wings  appears  in  the  engraving. 

"  The  basement  of  the  main  building  has  a  dining-room  (on  the 
right  as  you  face  the  engraving),  in  the  centre  a  laundry  and  a 
bath-room,  and,  on  the  left,  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  school. 

"  The  basement  of  the  wing  on  the  left  is  occupied  with  a  cistern 
and  a  wood-room;  while  in  that  of  the  other  wing  are  kitchen, 
wash-room,  and  store-rooms. 

1 '  The  first  floor  of  the  main  building  has  on  the  left  of  the  hall 
four  rooms  designed  for  reception  and  recitation  rooms.  They  are 
connected  by  folding-doors,  and  can  be  thrown  into  one  apartment 
with  the  schoolroom,  which  occupies  the  left  wing.     Four  rooms 

*  Lithographs  of  the  Home  Building  suitable  for  framing  may  be  obtained  at 
the  rooms  of  the  W.  B.  M.    Price  10  cents  each,  or  15  cents  by  mail. 
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on  the  right  of  the  hall  furnish  double  parlor,  dining-room,  &c. ; 
while  the  right  wing  has  rooms  for  matron  and  for  music. 

"  The  upper  floor  of  the  main  building  has  on  the  left,  in  front, 
a  room  for  one  of  the  ladies,  dormitories,  and  a  physician's  room; 
while  on  the  right  of  the  hall  are  also  two  rooms  for  teachers,  a 
guest-room,  and  a  room  designed  for  the  use  of  the  sick.  The 
wings  are  occupied  with  dormitories.  The  front  of  the  hall,  look- 
ing out  upon  the  piazza,  is  a  pleasant  sitting-room  and  library. 

"  From  the  roof  you  have  a  magnificent  view.  Facing  the  west, 
there  is  on  the  left  the  Marmora,  the  Prince's  Islands,  and,  in  the 
far  distance,  the  snow-crowned  tops  of  the  Bithynian  Olympus. 
The  slope  of  Scutari  is  before  you;  and  at  its  foot,  a  mile  dis- 
tant, is  the  Bosphorus,  beyond  which  rise  the  domes  of  St.  Sophia, 
Bayazid,  and  other  fine  mosques;  and  in  plain  view  is  the  new  Bible 
House.  Farther  to  the  right  is  the  large  suburb  of  Galata  and 
Pera,  and  to  the  north  is  the  Bosphorus  with  its  beautiful  palaces 
and  gardens,  and  more  beautiful  still  than  palace  or  mosque, 
because  more  useful,  Robert  College. 

"The  Bible  House,  the  College,  and  the  Home  are  the  out- 
growth of  the  mission- work ;  let  us  pray,  that,  whatever  revolutions 
may  take  place  in  the  East,  these  beneficent  institutions  may  long 
remain  to  be  a  blessing  to  all  classes  of  the  people  in  the  Turkish 
empire." 

This,  in  brief,  is  a  sketch  of  the  Constantinople  Home  from  the 
inception  of  the  enterprise  to  the  present  time.  Of  its  future,  who 
can  tell?  May  the  Lord  our  God  dwell  there  as  he  dwelt  in  his 
temple  of  old;  may  he  never  leave  it  nor  forsake  it;  may  he 
incline  the  hearts  of  its  inmates  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep 
his  commandments,  his  statutes,  and  his  judgments;  and  through 
their  influence  may  the  people  of  the  earth  know  that  the  Lord  is 
God! 

ADDITIONAL   GLIMPSES. 

Our  readers  cannot  fail  to  be  interested  in  the  following  extract 
from  a  paper  on  the  "  Home,"  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Bureau  of  Exchange  for  a  recent  meeting. 

"  Our  new  Home  is  not,  we  trust,  unworthy,  in  its  material 
aspect,  of  the  promised  time  for  which  we  pray  and  labor. 

"  It  is  removed  from  the  annoyances  of  a  Turkish  street,  by  the 
width  of  the  mission-premises  of  the  American  Board.  The  lot  of 
the  latter,  fronting  west,  is  divided  by  a  private  street,  which 
gives  access  to  our  own  lot.     This  contains  nearly  an   acre  of 
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ground,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall,  a  portion  of  which 
appears  in  the  picture. 

"  The  ground  in  front  of  the  building  is  a  hundred  feet  deep 
by  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  wide.  It  is  divided  into 
plats  green  with  grass,  and  brilliant  with  pansies,  geraniums, 
verbenas,  and  other  flowers,  whose  very  names  are  fragrant  and 
home-like.  Horse-chestnut,  white  locust,  and  other  trees,  adorn 
the  grounds;  and  a  summer-house  has  just  been  built  in  the  girls' 
garden,  behind  the  house. 

"  The  substantial  basement  walls  are  of  stone.  The  upper  walls 
are  of  brick,  rendered  weather-proof  in  that  climate  by  a  hard 
English  cement,  the  color  of  which  softly  blends  with  that  of  the 
stone  trimmings. 

"  By  a  double  flight  of  stone  steps  with  iron  balustrades,  we 
reach  the  front-entrance,  —  double  doors  opening  from  a  recessed 
piazza.  We  enter  from  the  west.  In  the  front  hall  hangs  the 
motto,  '  This  house  for  God,'  — the  keystone  of  our  arch.  On  the 
right  or  south  side  of  the  hall  are  the  parlors,  where  we  feel  quite 
at  home,  with  the  soft-tinted  brown  carpets,  the  cosey  sofas  and 
centre-tables,  the  graceful  cane-seated  chairs,  and  the  piano  [the 
gift  of  a  friend  through  Mrs.  Edwin  Bliss],  ready  to  discourse 
sweet  music.  We  turn  to  the  windows.  Their  white  curtains  half 
hide,  half  reveal,  the  loveliness  of  the  distant  scenes.  So  com- 
manding is  the  site,  that  we  need  not  ascend  to  the  upper  floors, 
or  the  roof,  for  a  view.  Across  the  classic  Bosphorus,  lined  with 
villas  and  palaces  and  gardens,  we  discern  Robert  College,  five 
miles  to  the  north-east,  on  the  European  side ;  while  westward  is 
Seraglio  Point,  laved  by  the  blue  waters  of  the  channel,  beyond 
which  appear  the  minarets  and  domes  of  the  city  of  Constantine. 

"  More  than  thirteen  centuries  ago,  the  Emperor  Justinian,  ruler 
over  that  first  Christian  capital  of  the  world,  issued  orders  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Church  of  San  Sophia,  founded  b\  Constantine 
as  the  first  Christian  cathedral.  On  that  magnificent  temple 
wrought  'ten  thousand  workmen,  whose  payment,  in  pieces  of  fine 
silver,  was  never  delayed  beyond  the  evening.  The  emperor  him- 
self surveyed  each  day  their  progress,  and  encouraged  their  dili- 
gence by  his  rewards.'  Fame  praises  the  architects  who  hung 
those  wondrous  domes  in  air.  The  hundred  columns,  the  rich  and 
variegated  marble  pavements,  the  pillars  of  green  and  purple,  the 
jaspers  and  the  porphyries,  were  offerings  from  Asia  Minor,  from 
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Greece,  from  Africa,  from  Gaul;  and  no  ship  might  sail  from  the 
harbors  of  the  empire,  if  it  brought  not  back  a  tribute  to  the  glory 
of  the  temple. 

"  In  that  proud  capital,  the  cross  has  been  displaced  by  the  cres- 
cent, and  that  Christian  temple  is  now  the  shrine  of  the  Turk,  the 
mosque  of  the  false  prophet. 

"But  Christ's  name  shall  yet  be  glorified  in  that  ancient  city. 
We  are  helping  to  build  there  a  spiritual  edifice,  more  beautiful 
and  more  enduring  than  all  the  gold  and  precious  stones  of  San 
Sophia.  Our  King  himself  surveys  our  work  each  day,  and  at  the 
eventide  rewards  our  diligence  with  gracious  benediction,  more 
precious  than  the  finest  of  silver. 

"  May  not  our  love  be  intensified,  and  our  work  continually  aug- 
mented, as  we  offer  him,  not  marbles,  not  gold  alone,  but  '  living 
stones,'  rescued  from  darkness  through  our  prayers  and  labors, 
and  'polished  after  the  similitude  of  a  palace,'  for  'the  city 
which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God  '?  " 


AFRICA. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  KRAALS. 

BY  MISS   G.    R.    HANCE. 

I  began  my  work  among  the  kraals  more  than  four  years 
ago.  It  was  then  such  a  new  thing,  and  I  felt  so  uncertain 
about  its  success,  that  I  did  not  find  courage  to  say  much  about  it 
until  God  brought  me  more  and  more  to  see  that  he  was  ready  to 
bless  my  efforts  for  these  poor,  degraded  women. 

After  much  visiting  at  the  kraals,  talking  with  the  head  men  and 
women,  and  encouraging  a  Christian  woman  to  go  with  me,  the 
meetings  began.  The  Bible-woman  thought  I  could  not  under- 
stand how  hard  the  hearts  of  these  kraal  women  were.  Men  and 
boys  came  into  the  meetings  at  first  :  women  laughed,  babies 
cried,  dogs  barked,  and  all  that  knew  how  talked.  After  a  time 
we  became  quiet.  The  men  and  boys  seemed  to  understand  that  I 
would  rather  they  would  not  stay,  as  the  meeting  was  not  for 
them  or  for  the  children,  but  only  for  the  women ;  and  the  moth- 
ers found  out  that  I  did  not  want  them  to  send  their  children  as 
an  excuse  for  remaining  away  themselves.  I  wished  the  women 
at  the  beginning  to  feel  the  responsibility  of  the  meetings  as  far  as 
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possible.  We  kept  them  up  for  some  time,  and  I  could  see  that 
they  were  learning  to  respect  my  wishes  in  trying  to  come,  and  to 
keep  still  while  we  were  together  ;  but  I  could  not  see  that  the 
truth  was  impressing  their  hearts,  and  that  they  came  because 
they  wanted  to  hear  it. 

One  day,  I  shall  never  forget  it,  I  started  with  my  Bible-woman 
to  walk  about  two  miles  to  a  place  where  we  were  to  have  a  meet- 
ing. The  day  was  very  warm.  I  became  so  wearied,  that  we  sat 
down  near  the  road  in  the  hot  sun.  I  felt  very  tired — yes,  and 
discouraged.  As  I  sat  there,  I  thought,  "  What  will  it  avail,  if  I 
go  on?  What  can  I  do  ?  I  speak  the  language  so  imperfectly, 
what  can  I  say,  —  oh !  what  can  I  say  to  reach  their  hearts,  even 
though  they  understand  .with  their  ears  ?  "  While  I  was  sitting 
there  with  these  thoughts,  a  woman  came  up  with  a  pot  of  food  on 
her  head.  She  seemed  hurried,  and  said  as  she  ran  along,  "  I  am 
hastening  home  with  this  food,  so  as  to  be  in  time  for  the  meet- 
ing."    We  arose  at  once,  and  went  on. 

When  we  reached  the  kraal  where  the  meeting  was  to  be  held, 
we  found  one  of  the  houses  made  clean  and  nice  for  us,  with  mats 
spread  down  for  us  to  sit  on.  I  went  in.  It  seemed  cooler  than 
outside,  and  I  felt  refreshed.  Soon  the  house  began  to  fill  with 
women.  I  think  there  were  as  many  as  thirty.  After  we  had 
sung,  I  said  to  the  Bible- woman,  "  I  don't  feel  as  if  I  could  speak 
at  all  to-day.  Ask  God  to  help  us."  She  prayed;  and  in  her 
prayer  she  seemed  to  bring  God  very  near  ;  and  I  felt  such  a  flood 
of  light  break  in  upon  my  soul,  such  peace,  such  strength  in  God's 
love  through  his  Son,  that,  when  she  had  finished  praying,  I  began 
to  tell  them  about  this  love.  I  forgot  that  I  was  not  speaking  in 
my  native  language.  I  forgot  my  fatigue.  I  forgot  almost  every 
thing  but  that  I  had  their  quiet,  fixed  attention,  and  that  God  was 
giving  me  words  to  speak. 

As  the  meeting  closed,  we  all  went  out.  The  setting  sun  with  his 
golden  rays  made  beautiful  the  whole  landscape  before  us,  and 
seemed  like  an  earnest  of  the  time  when  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
should  lighten  every  corner  of  the  earth.  The  women  were  hushed 
to  silence,  and  were  standing  about  in  little  groups.  I  heard 
one  say,  "  If  this  is  true  that  she  told  us,  what  can  we  do?  what 
shall  we  do?  "  As  we  passed  a  house,  I  heard  a  woman  who 
had  returned  from  the  meeting  telling  over  to  another,  and  trying 
to  make  her  understand,  what  she  had  heard.  A  third  followed  us 
along  to  give  various  excuses  why  she  could  not  become  a  Christian. 
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When  we  were  alone,  the  Bible- woman  said,  "I  never  heard  you 
speak  before  as  you  did  to-day. ' ' 

There  was  an  old  woman  at  this  meeting  whom  I  did  not  observe 
at  the  time.  I  remembered  her  at  two  or  three  meetings  after- 
wards, and  noticed  that  she  seemed  to  catch  every  word.  She  was 
taken  suddenly  ill,  and  died  in  a  few  days.  She  was  conscious  to 
the  last,  and  seemed  to  fully  realize  that  her  days  on  earth  were 
nearly  over.  She  called  all  her  friends  and  the  people  about  her, 
and  said,  "  I  believe  the  words  that  Miss  Hance  has  told  us  are 
true.  I  am  going  to  die.  I  do  not  know  as  this  Saviour  will  save 
me.  I  have  asked  him;  but  I  don't  know  him  very  well.  I  don't 
knf>w  how  to  pray  very  well ;  still  I  have  asked  him  to  help  me,  and 
perhaps  he  will.  Before  I  die,  I  wish  to  tell  you  that  I  believe  God 
and  his  Son  are  the  ones  we  should  worship.  I  want  you  to  go  to 
the  meetings  for  the  women,  and  learn  all  you  can  about  God  and 
Jesus  Christ,  so  that,  when  you  come  to  die,  you  need  not  be  as  I 
am  now,  but  sure  you  will  be  saved." 

She  was  a  quiet  old  woman,  and  much  respected  by  both  the 
men  and  women  who  listened  to  her,  and  by  many  others  who 
knew  her,  and  heard  of  what  she  said.  All  were  astonished,  as 
she  had  never  spoken  on  such  a  subject  before.  Even  now,  people 
often  speak  of  what  she  said.  From  that  time  the  kraal  work 
gradually  grew  in  favor,  and,  I  trust,  in  usefulness.  Now  we  have 
meetings  in  five  or  six  different  directions  from  the  station.  There 
is  more  that  is  interesting  in  this  work  than  I  have  power  to 
express. 


WORK  IN  BRANCH   SOCIETIES. 

At  the  beginning  of  another  working-season,  it  may  be  pleasant 
to  glance  at  the  state  of  the  home-work  as  it  exists  in  the  various 
branch  societies  connected  with  our  Board. 

The  first  of  these  branches  was  organized  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1870,  comprising  the  few  Congregational  churches  scattered 
through  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 
Though  planted  in  a  soil  mainly  occupied  by  Boards  of  other 
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denominations,  it  was  the  first  to  come  to  our  support  in  the  days 
when  we  felt  the  need  most  strongly;  and  it  has  labored  most 
diligently  to  gather  up  whatever  was  to  fall  to  our  share  in  the 
good  work.  It  has  now  seventeen  auxiliaries  and  ten  mission- 
circles,  and  supports  Miss  Gouldy  at  Osaka,  Japan,  Miss  Proctor, 
and  her  seminary  at  Aintab,  Turkey,  one  year  giving  an  extra 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land  for  the  school- 
building.  It  has  also  four  Bible-readers,  and  several  scholarships 
in  mission-schools.  As  an  example  of  its  diligence  in  cultivating 
the  home-field,  we  have  recently  heard  that  one  of  its  auxiliaries 
has  been  formed  in  a  church  which  had  itself  been  in  existence 
less  than  a  year. 

The  New  Haven  Branch  "was  organized  in  April,  1870,  in  a 
private  parlor,  with  but  thirty  members,  after  the  earnest  and 
persistent  effort  of  two  individuals  for  two  years."  At  this 
meeting,  the  hope  was  hesitatingly  expressed,  that  five  hundred 
dollars  might  be  raised  the  first  year.  At  its  fifth  annual  meeting, 
in  May  last,  there  were  reported  a  hundred  auxiliaries  and  sixty 
mission-circles  ;  and  the  receipts  for  the  year  were  $10,250.58. 
The  territory  of  the  branch  extends  over  the  four  Western 
counties  of  Connecticut  ;  two  vice-presidents  having  charge  of  the 
work  in  each  county,  and  making  frequent  reports  to  the  Central 
Committee  in  New  Haven.  Quarterly  meetings  are  held,  one  in 
each  of  the  counties,  during  the  year  ;  and  at  New  Haven  there  is 
an  open  monthly  meeting  of  great  interest.  Besides  the  large 
correspondence  upon  auxiliary  matters,  its  secretaries  sent  out  over 
five  hundred  manuscript  letters  and  circulars  in  the  year.  It  has 
under  its  fostering  care  in  the  foreign  field  Mrs.  Edwards  in 
South  Africa,  Mrs.  Leonard  in  Marsovan,  Turkey,  Miss  Andrews 
in  China,  Miss  Strong  in  Mexico,  Mrs.  Hume  in  India,  Mrs. 
DeForest  in  Japan,  and  Mrs.  Williams  at  the  Constantinople 
Home,  also  fourteen  Bible-readers,  three  native  teachers,  three 
village  schools,  seventy-eight  scholarships,  and  a  thousand  dollar 
share  in  our  prospective  Home  in  Japan.  To  human  view,  the 
great  success  of  this  branch  is  due,  with  God's  blessing,  to  the 
indefatigable  labors  of  its  officers  and  members.  They  have  met 
with  the  usual  amount  of  coldness  and  indifference,  as  well  as  with 
much  enthusiasm  in  the  cause;  but  overcoming  the  one,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  other,  by  persistent  effort  they  have  gone  on  tri- 
umphantly. Many  touching  instances  of  self-denial  and  consecra- 
tion have  occurred;  and  many  blessed  rewards  have  been  received 
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through  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Among  these  is  the  case 
of  a  mission-circle  composed  of  thirteen  young  girls,  every  one  of 
whom  has  been  brought  into  the  church  during  the  past  year,  and 
who  attribute  their  first  awakening  in  personal  religion  to  their 
interest  in  missions. 

The  Vermont  Branch,  comprising  the  whole  State,  was  organ- 
ized in  June,  1873,  and  since  that  time  has  made  sure  and  steady 
progress,  winning  its  way  into  the  churches,  and  into  the  hearts  of 
Christian  women.  Vice-presidents  in  each  county  share  the  work 
with  the  president  and  secretaries,  and  greatly  facilitate  its 
progress.  It  now  reports  one  hundred  organizations,  seventy-four 
auxiliaries,  and  twenty-six  mission-circles.  It  is  pledged  to  meet 
this  year  the  salary  of  the  Misses  Ely  of  Bitlis,  Turkey,  and  of 
Mrs.  Park  of  Sholapoor,  India.  It  pledges,  also,  the  partial  sup- 
port of  the  schools  in  Udupitty,  Ceylon,  and  Foochow,  China,  the 
rent  of  a  home  for  Miss  Norris  in  Bombay,  and  a  thousand  dollars 
toward  our  proposed  Home  in  Japan.  It  supports  four  pupils  in 
Uduville,  Ceylon,  two  pupils  in  Harpoot,  Turkey,  four  Bible- 
readers,  and  the  Hindu  Girls'  School  in  Madura.  This  is  a  goodly 
record  for  an  existence  of  three  years.  The  Vermont  Branch  bids 
fair  to  reap  soon  the  harvest  which  is  promised  as  a  reward  of 
faithful,  untiring  effort. 

The  Rhode  Island  Branch  was  formed  in  October,  1873,  and 
has  now  arrived  more  nearly  than  any  other  to  the  true  idea  of  a 
branch,  inasmuch  as  there  are  only  six  churches  in  the  State  not 
identified  with  it.  It  numbers  eighteen  auxiliaries  and  thirteen 
mission-circles;  and  it  supports  Miss  Ashley  at  Bombay,  Mrs. 
Tyler  in  South  Africa,  Miss  Payson  in  China,  seven  village  schools, 
and  scholarships  in  the  Dakota  Home,  and  other  mission-schools. 
One  of  the  later  features  in  this  branch  is  the  boys'  mission-circles, 
or  missionary  clubs  as  they  prefer  to  call  them.  Much  enthusiasm 
has  been  developed  in  them;  and  their  constitutions  and  by-laws 
are  well  worthy  of  imitation  by  people  older  and  wiser  than  they. 

The  Maine  Branch,  organized  in  1873,  labors  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  a  large  territory  with  a  comparatively  small  population. 
The  obstacles  in  the  way  of  bringing  the  auxiliaries  in  contact  with 
each  other,  and  binding  them  together  in  the  common  cause,  have 
been  obviated  in  a  great  measure,  however,  by  the  activity  of  the 
officers  of  the  branch,  and  by  the  holding  of  state  and  county 
meetings  in  connection  with  the  state  and  county  conferences. 
It  has  fifty  auxiliaries  and  twenty-eight  mission-circles,  and  sup- 
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ports  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Harpoot,  the  seminaries  at  Mardin  and 
Bardesag,  Turkey,  a  boarding-school  at  Umzumbi,  South  Africa, 
one  Bible-reader,  and  several  scholarships.  It  has  also  given  largely 
to  our  general  fund.  Many  gifts  from  the  poor  are  here  laid  on  the 
altar,  and  an  especial  blessing  waits  on  the  many  prayers  offered 
by  aged  saints  for  its  prosperity.  This  branch  also  rejoices  in  an 
auxiliary,  the  only  one,  we  think,  in  all  our  branches,  that  comes 
up  to  the  perfect  standard,  —  one  in  which  all  the  female  members 
of  the  church  are  also  members  of  the  auxiliary.  Mission-circles 
have  been  very  successful:  one  is  specially  mentioned  in  a  large 
city,  with  a  little  blind  girl  for  president,  which  is  felt  to  be  a  real 
power  for  good  in  the  city.  The  branch  has  just  entered  with 
enthusiasm  on  work  for  the  endowment  fund  for  the  female 
department  in  Armenia  College  in  Harpoot.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wheeler,  recently  from  that  station,  are  rendering  efficient  aid  in 
this  undertaking. 

The  New  Hampshire  Branch,  formed  on  the  day  following 
the  organization  of  the  Maine  Branch,  has  seventy- three  auxiliaries 
and  twenty-three  mission-circles.  It  supports  Miss  Norris  in  Bom- 
bay, and  one  Bible-reader;  has  several  scholarships;  has  pledged  a 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Home  in  Japan ;  and  pays  largely  to  our 
general  fund.  Its  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Knight,  after  writing  of 
a  small  auxiliary  which  has  taken  a  share  in  the  Japan  Home, 
says,  "  This  comes  from  a  small  and  discouraged  church;  but  what 
pluck  there  is  in  it !  It  illustrates  the  kind  of  work  which  is  going 
on  everywhere,  through  the  influence  of  the  Woman's  Boards. 
First,  an  interchange  of  information  and  sympathy,  and  a  new 
sense  of  Christian  fellowship  springing  out  of  it  in  the  churches. 
Secondly,  in  conferring  together,  there  is  inspiration  and  hope.  A 
coal  by  itself  goes  out:  three  coals  together  keep  up  a  glow. 
Thirdly,  achievement.  That  twenty  dollars  is  the  first-fruit  of 
many  more. 

' '  We  raised  over  three  thousand  dollars  last  year,  and  we  are 
busy  redeeming  our  pledges  for  this;  but  we  are  not  satisfied.  We 
look  over  the  State  here  and  there,  Vid  long  for  many  more  to 
share  the  good  work  with  us.  We  know  it  will  enlarge  and  quicken 
them,  as  it  has  enlarged  and  quickened  us.  We  feel  that  the  re- 
deeming and  elevating  power  of  Christian  truth,  and  the  grace  of 
God,  was  never  so  much  to  us  as  since  we  have  made  it  a  business 
to  understand  better  the  condition  and  needs  of  wives,  mothers, 
and  daughters  without  it." 


304  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

The  next  in  order  is  the  Springfield  Branch  (Hampden 
County,  Massachusetts),  our  first  county  branch.  As  such,  it  has 
made  a  way  for  others  to  follow  its  admirable  example.  It  has 
twenty-three  auxiliaries,  and  twenty-one  mission-circles;  and  its 
beneficiaries  are  Misses  Talcott  and  Wheeler  in  Japan,  and  Mrs. 
Allen  of  Harpoot,  Miss  Closson's  school  in  Csesarea,  besides  native, 
teachers  and  scholarships  in  various  mission-fields.  Its  president 
writes,  "I  have  often  been  made  humbly  thankful,  the  last  few 
months,  by  the  assurance  of  good  men  and  women  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  that  the  influence  of  the  Springfield  Branch  has  been 
powerfully  felt  in  this  region ;  that  the  missionary  interest  has  been 
greatly  extended  by  it,  and  active  piety  in  the  churches  promoted. 
This  is  something  that  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  coming,  as  it  did, 
from  outside  our  own  county." 

This  has  been,  from  the  beginning,  truly  a  missionary  branch; 
its  seed  generously  and  self-sacrificingly  sown  beyond  the  bounds 
of  its  own  territory,  and  already  springing  up  in  plants  of  much 
promise. 

The  Hartford  Branch  (Connecticut),  organized  in  October, 
1S74,  has  cultivated  most  assiduously  its  immediate  vicinity;  and 
its  work,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  compares  favorably  with  those 
of  much  larger  area.  Its  quarterly  meetings  are  of  great  interest, 
and  its  future  prospects  bright  and  promising.  It  has  twenty-three 
auxiliaries  and  nine  mission-circles,  and  has  under  its  care  Miss 
Townshend  of  Ceylon,  with  three  pupils  in  her  school,  one  Bible- 
reader,  scholarships  in  Inanda  Seminary,  Foochow,  China,  and 
Ceylon,  besides  shares  hi  the  Home  in  Japan. 

The  New  London  County  Branch  (Connecticut),  formed  in 
June,  1875,  has  spent  most  of  its  first  year  in  preparation  for  its 
future  work.  The  first  annual  meeting,  in  June  last,  was  one  of 
great  enthusiasm ;  and  its  officers  look  forward  to  the  coming  year 
with  hope  and  courage.  It  numbers  fifteen  auxiliaries  and  eight 
mission-circles,  and  supports  Mrs.  Henry  Schauftier  of  Briin, 
Austria,  Miss  E.  C.  Parsons  of  the  Constantinople  Home,  two 
Bible-readers,  and  several  scholarships  in  mission-schools. 

The  New  York  State  Branch  was  formed  in  October,  1875. 
Its  auxiliaries  were  so  widely  separated,  that  its  first  work  has 
been  to  promote  acquaintance  among  them,  and  to  bind  them 
together  in  interest,  as  far  as  possible.  Vice-presidents  have  been 
appointed  in  each  conference,  and  systematic  efforts  made  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of   the  churches.      It  has  twenty-three 
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auxiliaries  and  twelve  mission-circles,  and  supports  Miss  Fritcher 
of  Marsovan,  Miss  Bush  of  Harpoot,  one  Bible-reader,  and  has  a 
large  number  of  scholarships. 

The  Worcester  County  Branch  (Massachusetts)  was  organ- 
ized in  December,  1875.  The  county  has  been  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, each  with  a  secretary,  whose  duty  it  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  towns  allotted  to  her  division,  striving  to  increase  interest  in 
the  cause  of  missions,  and  to  form  new  auxiliaries.  Seven  of  these 
were  organized  during  its  first  quarter.  The  benefits  of  organiza- 
tion are  strikingly  shown  at  this  early  stage  of  its  history.  Its 
receipts  were  less  than  a  hundred  dollars  during  its  first  quarter, 
nearly  a  thousand  during  its  second.  Its  sore  bereavement  in  the 
recent  death  of  its  president  is  a  severe  trial  of  its  strength  and 
persistency.  Its  auxiliaries  number  twenty-eight,  mission-circles 
eleven.  Besides  scholarships,  it  supports  Miss  Cull  at  Manissa, 
Turkey,  Mrs.  Ilartwell  of  China,  Miss  Gulick  of  Japan,  Miss  Pratt 
of  Mardin,  Turkey,  and  two  Bible-readers. 

The  Franklin  County  Branch  (Massachusetts),  formed  in 
Greenfield  in  February  last,  has  been  doing  a  good  work  among 
the  hill-towns  of  the  county.  The  labor  has  been  mostly  prepara- 
tory; but  it  has  not  been  without  results,  as  shown  by  the  fact 
that  its  receipts  for  the  second  quarter  were  more  than  double 
those  of  the  first.  A  part  of  the  receipts  have  been  appropriated 
to  the  Home  in  Japan,  and  a  part  to  our  much  needed  general  fund. 

The  Hampshire  County  Branch  (Massachusetts)  was  formed 
in  May  last,  at  Northampton.  A  good  degree  of  interest  has  been 
developed  during  the  summer  months;  and  promising  results  are 
already  beginning  to  be  realized. 

It  has  assumed  the  support  of  Miss  Stevens  of  Japan,  besides 
two  Bible-readers,  village  schools,  and  several  scholarships. 

We  have  now  thirteen  branch  societies,  and,  in  all,  over  a  thou- 
sand auxiliaries  and  mission-circles.  As  societies  are  constantly 
forming,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  exact  information  at  any  one  time. 
Many  of  the  above  statistics  were  given  in  May  last  ;  but  they 
may  be  considered  substantially  correct  to  the  present  time. 

As  the  time  for  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  is  so  near  at 
hand,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  give  a  list  of  the  work  which  has 
not  been  taken  by  different  societies  :  we  will  only  say,  that  there 
are  still  unassumed  eleven  missionaries,  twenty-six  schools  of 
various  grades,  and  about  twenty  scholarships.  We  are  very  anx- 
ious that  all  this  work  should  be  pledged  before  the  1st  of  January, 
20 
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if  possible,  that  we  may  feel  authorized  to  take  the  large  amount 
of  new  work  which  is  sure  to  be  pressed  upon  us  at  that  time. 
Aside  from  these  appropriations,  our  readers  must  bear  in  mind 
that  our  incidental  expenses  are  not  small.  The  outfits  and  trav- 
elling expenses  of  missionaries,  the  homes  to  be  provided  for 
them  on  heathen  ground,  the  rents,  repairs,  and  additions  to  school- 
buildings,  and  other  smaller  expenses,  require  a  large  fund  out- 
side the  pledged  work. 

This,  in  brief,  is  the  state  of  the  home-work  at  present.  An- 
other winter  is  before  us,  with  its  duties,  its  pleasures,  and  oppor- 
tunities. The  financial  depression  in  the  country  still  continues  ; 
and  we  must  make  up  our  minds  to  persistent,  unremitting  labor, 
to  sacrifice  and  self-denial,  if  we  would  not  see  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  going  backward,  instead  of  forward.  Are  you  willing  to 
do  it,  friends?  May  God  give  us  all  strength  and  grace  to  do  with 
our  might  the  nart  he  has  allotted  to  us ! 


REFLEX  INFLUENCE. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  reflex  influence  of  missionary  work. 
The  following  extracts,  which  have  recently  come  to  our  notice, 
illustrate  one  of  the  many  ways  in  which  a  double  blessing  falls 
on  earnest  efforts  for  those  in  heathen  lands.  A  secretary  of  an 
auxiliary  in  Maine  writes  to  one  of  our  co-laborers,  — 

"  So  great  an  interest  has  been  awakened  in  the  work  since  the 
formation  of  our  society,  that  our  numbers  have  increased  from 
twenty  to  fifty-seven  members,  and  others  are  nearly  ready  to  join. 
The  attendance  upon  our  meetings  has  been  good;  sometimes  we 
have  seventy  present;  and  many  of  the  young  people  are  becoming 
deeply  interested.  When  I  look  back  over  what  has  been  done,  I 
can  only  lift  my  heart  in  thankfulness,  and  say,  '  What  hath  God 
wrought! ' 

"  Our  society  has  proved  a  power  for  good  with  us  in  many 
ways.  Some  have  met  at  our  meetings  who  have  been  separated 
for  years  by  animosities,  and  have  again  become  firm  friends.  I 
would  urge  the  importance  of  an  auxiliary  upon  every  church,  as  a 
peacemaker  and  healer  of  all  difficulties.  The  reflex  influence  of 
the  work  we  are  called  to  do  is  invaluable  to  all  who  engage  in  it. 
The  prayers  and  efforts  we  are  putting  forth  for  women  who  are 
far  away  from  us,  sitting  in  such  gross  darkness,  bring  a  blessing 
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to  our  own  hearts  equal  to  if  not  exceeding  the  benefit  they 
receive.  This  society  has  in  this  short  time  proved  to  be  a  power 
greater  by  far  than  any  or  all  other  missionary  work  attempted  in 
our  church." 

A  president  of  another  auxiliary  writes  to  the  same  friend,  — 
"  We  can  never  repay  you  for  the  work  you  so  cheerfully  per- 
formed when  you  were  with  us,  in  organizing  a  missionary  society 
here.  It  has  been  of  incalculable  value  to  us;  and  we  trust  some 
good  has  been  done  by  our  donations  to  the  '  Mother  Society.' 
Our  people  have  never  given  so  liberally  to  any  good  cause  as  to 
this.  All  are  interested,  old  and  young.  The  Juvenile  Society  is 
increasing  in  numbers  and  interest,  and  we  hope  and  confidently 
expect  to  do  much  more  next  year  than  we  have  done  in  the  year 
that  is  past  ;  but,  above  all,  we  find  ourselves  at  work  on  common 
ground.  Old  hardnesses,  which  had  become  very  hard,  have  all 
been  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  softening  power  there  is 
in  working  for  Jesus.  If  no  other  good  is  ever  done  through  this 
organization,  we  feel  that  we  should  bless  God  for  this.  And  we 
meet  and  work  and  pray  as  one  in  Jesus.  We  feel  that  we  must 
urge  it  upon  all  churches,  especially  feeble  ones,  to  form  societies 
and  become  workers,  active  workers,  in  the  vineyard;  '  and,  as  ye 
water  others,  so  shall  ye  be  watered.'  " 


Erratum.  —  In  the  September  number,  on  p.  270,  the  fifth 
line  should  read,  ''the  God  of  my  seed  to  the  last  generation," 
and  not  "the  God  of  my  creed,"  as  it  was  printed. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  prom  July  18  to  Aug.  18,  1876. 
MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


West  Eden.  —  Aux.,   to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Eaton  Clark,  $25  00 


Total, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$25  00 


Amherst.  —  "  Carrier  Doves,"  $20, 
for  pupil  in  Ceylon;  $10  for 
Dakota  Home,  $30  00 

Bennington. — Mrs.  A.  M.  Holmes,    5  00 


Total, 


$35  00 


VERMONT. 

Cambridge.  —  Mrs.     Mary     E. 

Turner,  with  prev.  contri.  to 

const.  L.    M.    Mrs.   Anne   B. 

Whiteomb,  Alexandria,  Minn., 
Hard  wick.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  Udu- 

ville  Fern.  Sem. , 
New  Haven.  —  L.  Saxton  Doud, 
Wells  River.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
.  by  Mrs.  Chloe  Brock  to  const. 

herself  L.  M., 


$5  00 

50  00 
2  60 


Total, 


33  50 

$91  10 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst.  — 2d  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
Andover.— Abbott  Fem.  Sem.,  cl. 
of  '74,  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Eliza 
L.  Grout, 
Ashland.  —  "  Willing  Workers," 

B.  R., 
Boston.  —  Park-st.  Ch.,  Mrs.  Pe- 
ter Hobart,  jun..  $15;  Miss  S. 
Ellen  Hobart,  $10, 
Boston  Hlqhlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  $10;  "  Ferguson  Circle," 
$1;     "Eliot    Star    Circle,"    6; 
"Anderson    Circle,"  $5:  Mis- 
sion-Circles, for  Japan  Home, 
Cambridge.  —  A  friend, 
Cohasset.  — Aux., 
Danvers.  —  Maple-st.  Ch.,  Aux., 

pupil  Miss  Agnew's  sch., 
Dedham.  —  "  Broad   Oak   Help- 
ers," 
Gloucester.  —  Aux., 
Jamaica  Plain.  —  "  Wide 
Awakes,"  towards  Amelia  C. 
Gould's  sch.'ship  at  Battala- 
gundu, 
Lincoln.  —  "  Cheerful  Givers,"  of 
wh.  $50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Bachelder,  Miss  Ju- 
dith P.  Cochrane,  Persia,  for 
Japan  Home, 
Melrose.  —Young  Ladies'  M.  C, 
Methuen.  —  Aux., 
New  Bedford.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch., 
Newton  Centre.  —  Aux., 
Salem.  —  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
Southboro' .  —  Aux. ,  of  wh.  §25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  M.  P.  Clif- 
ford, 
Springfield  Branch.  —  MissH.  T. 
Buckingham,     Treas.,    Long- 
meadow,    Ladies'  Sewing-Cir- 
cle,   $2;    Cbicopee,    3d    Ch., 
"  Busy  Bees,"  $51.89, 
Topsfle id.  — Aux..  Japan  Home. 
Wareham.  —  "  Merry  Gleaners," 

pupil,  Uduville, 
Waver  ley.  —  Aux., 
Winchester.  —  Aux., 
Wrentham.  —  Three  S.  S.  el's, 

Total, 

CONNECTICUT. 


§5  72 

25  00 
46  00 

25  00 


22  00 
1  00 
8  00 

30  00 

8  41 
40  00 


15  00 


75  00 

14  50 

15  00 
10  00 

6  00 
75  00 


38  50 


53  89 
30  00 


30  00 


50  00 
10  50 


$012  87 


L.  M.'s  Miss  Anna  C.  Learned, 
Miss  Cecilia  S.  Shepard,  $58 ; 
Bozrah,  of  wh.  $100  by  Mrs. 
Fannie  Raymond,  to  const.  L. 
M.'s  Mrs.  Fannie  E.  Parke, 
Mrs.  Fannie  B.  Abell,  Mrs, 
Lillie  A.  Bailey,  Mrs.  Lucy  S. 
Bishop,  $116.50,  $390  75 

West  Hartford.  —  Mrs.  Edward 
Selden,  3  80 


Total, 

NEW  YORK. 

Binghamton.  —  Aux., 
Spencerport.  —  Aux., 

Total, 


$394  55 


$7  50 
30  00 


$37  50 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Woodbridge.  —  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc'y,  $36  00 

Total,         $36  00 


Warren. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

■ "  Baby  Robert," 
Total, 


YIKGINIA. 

Poplar  Mount.  —  Mrs.  Mary 
Lingham,  $1 ;  Etta,  .20 ;  Emma, 
.20;  Eva,  .15;  Jenny,  .5;  Feddy, 
.10,  $1  70 

Total,  $1  70 

ILUNOIS. 

Wheaton.  —  Mrs.  W.  R.  Gould, 
Japan  Home,  $5  00 

Total;  $5  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Oal-field.  —  Two  ladies,  $2  00 

Papon.  -  Rev.  F.  B.  Doe,  2  50 

Total,  $4  50 


Maquolceta.  —  Birthday  gift  from 
an  old  friend,  $5  00 


Total, 

FOREIGN  LANDS. 

Turlcey.  —  Mrs.  R.  M.  Cole, 
Erzroom.  —  E.  F.  M.  Cousins, 


Eastern  State  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.,  Nor- 
wich, Park  Ch.,  of  wh.  $100 
by  Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Williams, 
to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Harriet 
M.  Learned,  Mrs.  Marie  L. 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Isabella  G. 
Bourne,  No.  Stonington,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Strong,  Aubumdale, 
Mass.,  $166.25;  New  London, 
1st  Cong.  Soc'y  (of  wh.  $20  for 
Japan  Home,  with  prev.  contri. 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Charlotte 
C.  Field),  $50;  "  SchaufQer 
Soc'y,"  of  wh.  $50  to  const. 

"  The  Old  Lady's  Offering  is  received." 

Miss  Emma  Carruth, 


$5  00 


General  Funds, 
"  Life  and  Light," 
"  Weekly  Pledge," 
Leaflets, 


Total, 


Total,        $1,619  07 


Treas. 


JAPAN. 
THE  OPENING  WORK  IN  KIOTO. 

[These  extracts  were  taken  from  a  letter  written  by  Miss  Starkweather  to  the 
ladies  of  Canton,  111.] 

Kioto,  May  10, 1874. 

Kioto  was  only  opened  as  a  mission-station  last  October,  and, 
being  the  old  inland  capital  of  some  five  hundred  thousand  inhab- 
itants, is  a  great  centre  of  influence.  It  is  distinguished  for  its 
temples  and  grand  old  walls,  and  has  long  been  known  as  a  reli- 
gious centre.  We  rarely  walk  out,  without  meeting  one  or  more 
priests  with  shorn  heads  and  crepe  robes.  And,  after  service  sab- 
bath morning,  we  quite  often  see  a  company  of  four  or  five,  looking 
curiously  through  the  wide  gate,  either  wondering,  as  I  suppose, 
what  this  new  religion  has  to  bring,  or  trying  to  pick  up  a  few 
crumbs  ;  for  as  yet  preaching  is  allowed  only  in  the  houses  of  the 
missionaries.  By  removing  the  sliding-doors  and  partitions,  we 
have  already  accommodated  a  hundred,  and  can  make  room  for  more 
as  they  gather  eagerly  every  sabbath.  Rev.  Mr.  Doane  also  has 
preaching  every  sabbath  morning,  and  Japanese  prayer-meeting  in 
the  evening,  at  his  house  in  another  section  of  the  city.  Mr.  Nee- 
sima,  the  Joseph  of  his  people,  has  a  service  in  the  afternoon.  You 
do  not  know  how  delightful  it  seemed  last  sabbath  to  hear  them  sing- 
ing in  Japanese,  "  To-day  the  Saviour  calls."  Quite  a  number  of 
the  dear  familiar  hymns  have  already  been  translated,  and  others, 
composed  in  Japanese,  set  to  the  precious  home  tunes.  "Jesus 
loves  me  "  is  an  especial  favorite  ;  and  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to 
assist  in  leading  the  hymns  to  which  they  are  so  unused.  The 
choicest  hymn  in  the  collection  was  written  by  Tok  San,  a  member 
of  the  Samurai  class,  now  reduced  in  fortune,  and  a  servant  in  Rev. 
Mr.  Davis's  family. 

I  have  secured  Mr.  Neesima  as  teacher,  and  began  daily  lessons 
May  2.  The  first  word  I  learned  in  Japanese  was  armgota,  or 
"thank  you,"  which  we  said  to  the  little  children  who  brought  us 
their  little  hands  full  of  shells  on  the  beach  of  Yeddo  on  our  first 
arrival.  How  we  longed  to  be  able  to  tell  them  the  dear  ' '  old,  old 
story  "  then  and  there!  309 
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I  have  been  quite  happy  to  be  of  some  use  immediately  in  an 
unexpected  way.  Since  Mr.  Davis  has  been  ill,  his  Bible-class 
meeting  at  the  house,  and  now  studying  the  Acts,  were  allowed  to 
read  in  English  to  me,  and  interpret  in  Japanese  to  those  who  could 
not  understand.  They  are  a  most  interesting  class,  many  of  them 
earnest  Christians.  We  always  begin  with  prayer  ;  and  I  cannot 
describe  my  feelings,  when,  calling  upon  one  most  constant  in  at- 
tendance, he  replied,  "I  cannot  pray:"  and  I  trust  that  you  will 
join  in  praying  that  he  may  soon  be  taught  by  the  Spirit.  One 
dear  girl  in  Ohio  asks  me  to  tell  her  of  some  one  in  particular,  and 
here  is  a  most  interesting  case  for  her. 

Our  annual  mission  meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Osaka,  the  24th 
inst.,  and  is  looked  forward  to  with  much  interest.  With  a  popu- 
lation of  five  hundred  thousand  souls,  and  the  large  heathen  proces- 
sions one  often  meets,  we  cannot  fail  to  realize  that  the  field  is  large, 
and  nothing  but  the  Spirit  of  God  can  sanctify  the  means  used  to 
dispel  the  prejudice  and  opposition  which  exist  in  this  religious 
stronghold.  One  cannot  wonder  that  the  name  of  "  Jesu " 
arouses  feelings  of  hatred  in  some  minds,  when  we  recall  that  the 
Catholics  who  used  that  name  three  hundred  years  ago  have  caused 
three  thousand  temples  on  these  very  surrounding  hills  to  be 
burned.  Permission  for  us  all  to  remain  in  Kioto  has  not  yet 
been  obtained;  but  we  trust  it  will  be.  I  have  already  two  scholars, 
and  rejoice,  that,  while  acquiring  the  language,  I  can  do  something 
to  lend  an  influence  in  favor  of  Christianity. 

Sabbath  afternoon  I  sat  upon  the  porch.  Two  bright  boys  were 
there  before  me,  looking  eagerly  in,  and  bowed  most  graciously.  I 
soon  interested  them  with  an  illustrated  Bible  History.  The  Ja- 
panese are  especially  attracted  by  pictures.  I  only  wish  I  had  more 
to  point  them,  as  no  tongue  can,  to  the  Lamb  of  God.  People 
passing  would  stop  in  the  street,  and  smilingly  manifest  their 
pleasure  in  the  pictured  scenes. 


CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
EXTRACT  EROM  MISS  SPENCER'S  LETTER. 

Makash,  June  18, 1876. 
I  suppose  you  know  that  "  we  two  "  are  keeping  house  as  cosily 
as  possible.     So,  with  Mrs.  Coning,  good  teacher  Turvanda,  our 
eighteen  girls,  and  innumerable  other  blessings,  my  sky  is  very 
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bright;  its  only  cloud  being  the  unlearned  part  of  the  Turkish 
language.  But,  though  it  seems  rather  large,  it  does  not  keep  away 
the  sunshine,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  it  slowly  but 
surely  disappearing  below  the  horizon. 

I  find  my  connection  with  the  Third  Church  both  pleasant  and 
profitable.  Pleasant  because  I  love  the  people.  Their  bright 
smiles  and  hearty  "  welcomes  "  as  I  go  among  them  make  me 
stronger  for  what  is  to  come.  Profitable,  because  it  gives  me  an 
opportunity  for  learning  both  people  and  language  more  effectually 
than  in  any  other  way. 

You  have  learned  from  Mrs.  Coffing's  Report,  of  how  glad  our 
hearts  have  been  this  winter,  because  of  the  precious  work  of  grace 
among  us.  We  are  glad  to  note  its  results  in  the  increased  ear- 
nestness of  pastors,  larger  congregations,  better  attention,  and, 
better  than  all,  the  precious  souls  gathered  into  the  fold. 

We  have  just  organized  a  committee  of  women  in  our  Third 
Church,  similar  to  that  in  Mrs.  Coffing's  church.  She  says,  accord- 
ing to  her  experience,  if  I  get  them  into  working-order  in  a  year, 
I  may  consider  myself  fortunate :  so  I  have  laid  up  a  good  store  of 
patience. 


RELIGIOUS  MOVEMENT  IN  AINTAB. 
BY   MISS   SHATTUCK. 

The  peculiar  activity  among  the  Armenians  and  Protestants  has 
been  increasing,  and  is  a  very  noticeable  matter  these  days,  being 
partly  political  and  partly  religious  in  its  nature.  The  Armenians 
are  trying  in  every  way  to  induce  the  Protestants  to  turn  back  to 
the  old  church;  sometimes  offering  pecuniary  help  to  those  in  debt, 
or  out  of  work,  sometimes  threatening  to  turn  them  out  of  employ- 
ment, sometimes  begging,  for  relation's  or  friendship's  sake, 
"  Come,  even  if  you  do  not  change  your  belief."  The  Protes- 
tants have  usually  stood  firm,  telling  them  to  show  them  their 
error  from  God's  word,  and  they  will  accept  truth.  When  too 
weak  to  argue  themselves,  they  have  invited  two  or  three  from  each 
side  to  meet  for  discussion  in  their  presence.  This  proposition  is 
often  refused;  for  the  discussions  they  have  had  have  been  utter 
failures  on  the  part  of  the  Armenians,  they  being  very  ignorant  of 
the  Bible. 

In  some  cases  a  Protestant  has  been  forced  to  the  old  church  by 
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a  party  who  surrounded  his  door  on  sabbath  morning,  and  led  him 
along  to  their  church.  One  went  thus  to  the  door,  knowing  he  must 
either  do  so,  or  fight  them;  then,  watching  a  favorable  moment,  he 
left  them,  and  ran  all  the  way  to  our  church.  One  boy  was  shame- 
fully beaten  by  his  father  and  brother  for  attendance  at  our  church, 
although  it  had  been  his  habit  for  several  months  past.  He  ran 
from  them  bare-headed,  and  in  his  stockings,  through  the  streets, 
to  the  house  of  another  brother,  who  is  a  Protestant. 

The  young  men  have  formed  a  band  for  the  regular  weekly  study 
of  the  Scriptures,  taking  up  those  subjects  most  used  by  the  peo- 
ple as  showing  the  differences  of  the  two  sects.  They  pray  and 
study  the  Bible  solely.  Two  hundred  men  from  the  two  churches 
have  been  appointed  to  visit  every  family  of  the  Protestant  com- 
munity within  two  weeks,  and  see  where  they  stand,  and  try  to 
awaken  a  new  interest  in  them.  Last  week  we  did  a  similar  thing 
among  the  women,  fearing  they  would  not  be  reached  by  the  visi- 
tations of  the  brethren  in  all  cases.  Miss  Proctor  with  Pastor 
Krikore  appointed  some  for  the  Second  Church.  Pastor  Haratoon 
and  I  last  Sunday  met  about  thirty  of  our  women,  whom  we  sent 
out,  two  by  two,  first  to  visit  every  female  church-member  and  see 
if  she  is  in  constant  attendance  at  church  ;  to  get  more  out  to  the 
Wednesday  ladies'  prayer-meeting  ;  also  to  see  if  the  church-mem- 
bers read  or  listen  to  some  portion  of  the  Bible  daily,  praying  for 
themselves,  their  families  and  friends  out  of  Christ,  expecting  their 
conversion;  in  fact,  to  see  if  they  are  living  up  to  the  vows  they 
took  on  entering  the  church.  We  hope  good  will  come  from  it. 
They  seemed  deeply  affected  last  Sunday.  Their  prayers  were 
earnest,  and  full  of  pleading  for  the  Spirit's  guidance  and  blessing. 
We,  of  course,  select  for  this  work  the  most  earnest  Christian 
women. 


CHINA. 

A  WOED  FROM  KALGAN.    . 

We  are  rejoiced  to  read  of  the  many  precious  revivals  in  the 
home  churches,  and  hope  you  are  all  sharing  in  the  blessing.  We 
hope,  also,  to  share  in  it,  both  directly  and  indirectly.  I  read  of  a 
revival  in  a  church  in  New  Jersey  with  which  I  am  acquainted :  a 
large  addition  was  received  to  the  church.  I  also  read  in  the  "  For- 
eign Missionary"  the  acknowledgment  of  a  donation  from  that 
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church,  larger  than  I  have  ever  known  it  to  give  before.  I  think 
the  increased  prayers  of  the  church  for  us  are  already  being  an- 
swered. The  Holy  Spirit  is  working  in  the  hearts  of  the  mission- 
aries ;  and  we  all  hope  soon  to  see  evidence  that  he  is  also  moving 
in  the  hearts  of  the  heathen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sprague  have  gone  into  Mongolia,  expecting  to 
remain  about  two  months.  They  join  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore  of 
the  London  mission,  who  have  already  been  a  month  in  Mongolia. 
We  are  quite  alone  now,  Mr.  Williams  being  the  only  missionary 
here.  He  starts  to-morrow  for  a  little  tour,  and  will  visit  the 
city  where  the  teacher  lives  who  was  baptized  last  year.  We  hear 
that  he  is  very  ill. 

The  meeting  for  the  women  on  sabbath  afternoon  has  not  grown 
as  I  hoped  it  would.  Only  two  or  three  times  has  any  one  come  in 
from  outside;  but  we  have  good  little  meetings  with  those  on  our 
place. 


DAKOTA. 

SISSETON  AGENCY. 


July  31,  Mrs.  Curtis  writes,  "Yesterday,  while  we  were  at 
church,  the  grasshoppers  came  ;  and  they  have  eaten  almost  every 
thing  up  clean.  If  something  is  not  done  at  Washington  very 
soon,  I  do  not  know  what  the  poor  Indians  will  do.  What  little 
wheat  and  corn  they  had  planted  is  eaten  up,  and  they  have  had 
nothing  to  eat  from  the  warehouse  this  summer,  as  you  might  say. 
The  Indians  here  seem  to  bear  their  trials  with  much  patience,  and 
say  very  little.  God  must  have  some  wise  end  in  view,  or  he 
would  not  let  it  be  so.  He  knows  best  what  is  for  their  highest 
good. 

"My  little  interpreter,  Cora,  is  getting  along  nicely  with  her 
studies  ;  and  Ella  Renville  has  come  to  me  for  some  help.  Mr. 
Riggs  is  here,  and  giving  me  lessons  in  Dakota,  which  help  me 
with  the  language  very  much  indeed.  With  all  this,  and  with  my 
visiting,  I  shall  have  my  hands  full  for  the  next  few  weeks." 

BOGUE  STATION. 

Miss  Whipple  writes,  under  date  of  July  30,  as  follows,  "  The 
prospects  on  the  frontier  are  not  pleasing.  What  the  end  will  be 
only  the  All-wise  One  knoweth.     But  will  he  not  bring  from  it  all. 
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from  the  blood-shedding,  from  the  cruelties  of  war,  and  all  the 
distress  which  it  brings,  honor  to  his  own  name?  Our  Indians 
seem  disaffected  ;  but  across  the  river  hostile  bands  occasionally- 
come.  Only  a  few  days  since,  a  party  drove  away  seventy-five 
horses  belonging  to  friendly  Indians. 

"  We  trust  we  shall  not  be  disturbed,  but  may  be  able  to  con- 
tinue here." 


tm   3tptimtnif 


THE  JOY  OF  OUR  LORD 

MRS.    W.    D.   L.    LOVE. 

[Part  of  a  paper  presented  at  the  State  Missionary  Meeting  in  Pontiac,  Mich., 
May,  1876.] 

The  joy  of  our  Lord  was  not  the  beauty  of  his  dwelling-place, 
though  words  cannot  picture  its  glories,  nor  the  finite  mind  meas- 
ure the  bliss  he  enjoyed  in  it  ;  but  that  was  not  the  joy.  Nor  was 
it  the  companionship  of  the  exalted  beings,  who,  with  perfect  love, 
sought  to  do  his  will.  Nor  was  it  the  pleasure  he  might  justly  feel 
in  view  of  his  own  infinite  perfections.  It  was  none  of  these;  for 
he  left  them  all  temporarily  to  win  and  carry  back  the  one  crown- 
ing joy,  to  add  new  joy  to  all  that  was  his  by  birthright.  He  left 
this  glorious  home,  this  blessed  companionship  :  he  covered  up  his 
transcendent  loveliness,  and  came — to  what?  a  birthplace  in  a 
stable,  and,  afterward,  "  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  He  came  to 
the  companionship  of  sinners,  of  rebels,  of  those  who  would  not 
recognize  his  nature,  his  claims,  or  his  mission  :  they  scoffed  at 
and  rejected  him.  His  divinity  was  veiled  by  humanity;  and  upon 
his  shoulders  he  bore  what  divinity  alone  could  bear,  —  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world.  Was  it  an  easy  burden  for  Him  who  could  not 
look  upon  the  least  sin  but  with  abhorrence  ?  We  can  never  esti- 
mate its  loathsomeness  to  Infinite  Purity.  And  yet  he  bore  it;  and 
why?  That  he  might  seek  and  save  that  which  was  lost,  and 
bring  it  back  with  rejoicing  ;  that  having  redeemed  us  from  the 
enemy,  having  broken  the  power  of  sin,  having  borne  in  his  own 
body  the  penalty  of  our  transgressions,  he  might  present  us  fault- 
less before  his  Father  with  exceeding  joy. 
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We  might  well  doubt  whether  the  result  would  justify  the  ex- 
penditure ;  but  the  Word  says,  "  He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his 
soul,  and  be  satisfied."  He  shall  win  the  great  joy,  and  wear  it 
eternally,  —  the  joy  of  saving  souls.  Creation  cost  its  Maker  but 
the  word  ;  redemption  was  won  only  through  the  bitter  pangs  of 
agony  and  labor  ;  but  the  bringing  into  life  sons  and  daughters 
unto  God  shall  fill  the  Saviour's  soul  with  joy  and  triumph,  even 
to  a  perfect  satisfaction. 

It  is  this  highest  joy  that  he  brings  here,  and  offers  to  us,  —  the 
joy  of  winning  souls.  Do  we  realize  the  exalted  privilege  to  which 
the  Lord  calls  us?  Can  we  fathom  the  love  that  would  raise  us 
to  a  companionship  in  work  and  sufferings,  if  need  be,  that  we 
may  also  be  partakers  in  his  exceeding  great  joy?  The  crown  is 
over  our  heads  ;  but  we  see  it  not.  We  are  playing  with  the  straws 
at  our  feet,  like  poor  idiotic  children,  only  that  they  are  without 
sin,  and  we,  when  thus  negligent,  are  not.  We  ought  to  look  up, 
not  only  to  see  and  win  the  crown,  but  much  more  to  catch  the  eye 
of  the  loving  Master,  and  be  guided  by  it  to  do  in  all  things  his 
will. 

The  work  of  the  Lord  languishes  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  but 
it  is  through  no  want  of  means  or  opportunities.  The  church  of 
God  is  thoroughly  furnished  with  capital,  with  talent,  with  edu- 
cated, disciplined  powers;  and  a  world  is  lying  at  its  feet,  begging 
to  be  lifted  up,  and  carried  to  the  Saviour.  But  we  do  not  realize 
the  situation.  We  call  ourselves  Christians,  and  rejoice  in  the 
great  superiority  our  religion  has  conferred  upon  us.  We  think 
ourselves  the  chosen  of  the  Lord,  and  these  privileges  are  our 
birthright ;  but  it  is  not  so.  We  may  be  the  early  fruits  of  sal- 
vation, God's  older  children  of  the  human  race;  but  the  little  ones 
are  hungry,  calling  to  us  for  the  bread  of  life  which  the  Father  has 
left  with  us,  saying,  "  Give  ye  them  to  eat."  If  they  perish  for 
lack  of  it,  are  we  not  guilty  of  our  brother's  blood?  Yea,  verily, 
unless  we  have  consecrated  ourselves  to  this  doing  of  God's  work, 
whenever  and  wherever,  and  as  fully  as,  he  gives  the  opportunity. 
It  is  not  to  give  what  we  do  not  feel,  it  is  not  to  give  grudgingly  ; 
but  it  is  continued  living  upon  the  principle  that  we  are  not  our 
own.  Ourselves  and  all  that  we  have  are  his  ;  and  the  only  ques- 
tion is,  How  and  where  can  we  do  the  most?  It  is  right  to  enjoy 
our  beautiful  homes,  our  comfortable  clothing,  our  dear  friends, 
our  opportunities  for  growth  and  culture  ;  but,  when  these  come 
between  us  and  the  work  of  winning  souls,  they  become  a  curse. 


316  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

The  greater  is  sacrificed  to  the  less  ;  and  this  cannot  be  without 
terrible  loss  both  to  ourselves  and  others. 

The  Lord  would  save  us  from  this.  He  would  have  us  come  up 
higher,  and  join  him  in  the  work  for  which  he  laid  aside  home, 
glory,  and  companionship,  that  he  might  gird  himself  for  the  con- 
flict, that  he  might  minister  as  a  servant  to  the  lowliest.  Have 
we  been  baptized  with  this  spirit?  Have  we  entered  into  this 
work  ? 

Or  do  some  of  us  tremblingly  say,  "  There  is  so  little  we  can  do, 
the  little  will  not  be  missed  "  ?  It  most  certainly  will  be  missed. 
The  little  is  needed  in  its  place,  as  much  as  the  greater  wherever 
that  belongs.  Some  stand  as  polished  pillars  in  God's  temple,  bear- 
ing up  a  burden  that  would  crush  us;  some  are  as  lively  stones, 
written  all  over  with  his  praise;  some  are  beautiful  ornaments, 
carved  by  his  own  hand  with  the  chisel  of  sharp  suffering;  some  are 
strong  nails  driven  in  sure  places;  and  some  of  us,  it  may  be,  are 
only  the  bits  of  clay  which  unite  in  compacting  the  whole :  but  one 
is  needed  just  as  much  as  the  other,  and  will  be  as  thoroughly 
appreciated  and  rewarded.  The  owner  of  the  two  talents  received 
his  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant"  as  heartily  and  as 
fully  as  he  that  had  five.  But  we  none  of  us  realize  the  amount  of 
power  lying  buried  in  the  napkins  of  pride,  slothfulness,  and  indif- 
ference, which  ought  to  be  bringing  in  a  revenue  for  God.  The 
church  is  able  to  go  out  now  and  conquer  the  world;  and  it  will, 
when  each  individual,  entering  into  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  shall 
believe  that  winning  souls  is  life's  highest,  noblest  work,  and  when 
each  shall  make  every  thing  subservient,  tributary,  to  this  one  end. 

The  Lord  hath  promised  that  no  one  leaving  father  or  mother, 
brother  or  sister,  houses  or  lands,  for  his  sake  and  the  gospel's,  but 
shall  receive  of  the  same,  even  in  this  life,  a  hundred-fold  with  per- 
secutions, and,  in  the  world  to  come,  eternal  life.  He  has  no  pleas- 
ure in  our  suffering  and  self-denial,  in  themselves  considered;  but 
the  greatness  of  the  work  made  it  for  the  time  being  pre-eminent 
with  him.  Suffering  and  sacrifice  were  nothing,  that  it  might  be 
accomplished,  and  it  must  be  so  with  us.  But  as  he  will  go  back 
to  a  brighter  heaven,  to  more  exalted  companionship,  to  new  and 
more  glorious  manifestations  of  himself  than  creation  alone  could 
have  developed,  so  we  shall  find,  that  by  drinking  of  his  spirit,  and 
treading  in  his  path,  any  thing  becomes  a  joy,  if  it  aid  in  the^ 
accomplishment  of  his  work;  and  in  the  end,  ah!  who  can  tell 
the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  to  us,  and  through  us,  and  for  us? 
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MISSIONARY  MEETING  IN  OHIO. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Interior  was  pervaded  by  a  spirit  of  more  than 
ordinary  love  and  zeal  for  the  cause  of  missions ;  and  a  ready  re- 
sponse was  given  to  the  motives  presented  for  renewed  effort  and 
fresh  consecration.  In  devotion  to  business,  in  the  discussion  of 
practical  subjects  brought  forward  during  a  day  and  a  half,  the 
ruling  thought  was,  onward! 

Among  the  topics  brought  forward  were  the  reflex  influence  of 
the  missionary  work,  the  need  of  greater  diffusion  of  missionary 
intelligence,  the  benefits  arising  from  united  labor  and  the  free 
interchange  of  ideas  and  plans,  the  difficulties  and  obstacles 
encountered,  and  the  necessity  of  individual  effort. 

Abundant  testimony  was  given  to  the  happy  effect  of  this  work 
of  Christ  upon  those  engaged  in  it,  in  awakening  the  soul  to  a 
livelier  appreciation  of  the  privilege  of  Christian  labor,  and  in 
drawing  it  nearer  to  the  Saviour,  by  promoting  a  spirit  of  prayer 
and  of  simple  trust  in  his  promise. 

Among  the  obstacles  to  the  furtherance  of  this  cause  among  the 
churches  were  mentioned  the  prevailing  ignorance  of  its  worth,  its 
magnitude,  and  its  demands  upon  us.  More  definite  views  are 
needed  of  the  pitiful  coudition  of  women  without  the  gospel,  and 
such  knowledge  of  the  results  already  attained  through  God's 
blessing  upon  the  work  as  shall  stir  the  heart  to  a  sense  of  per- 
sonal responsibility. 

As  an  obvious  and  sure  means  of  meeting  this  need,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  not  only  the  circulation  of  missionary  intelligence  by 
means  of  society  reports,  magazines,  and  letters  from  different 
fields,  was  required,  but  the  use  of  such  personal  influence  and 
conversation  as  shall  induce  people  to  read  them,  both  in  the  lar- 
ger societies  and  in  village  and  country;  for  there  are  discourage- 
ments peculiar  to  each  place.  In  the  city  there  is  so  little  leisure, 
so  many  objects  already  claim  attention,  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain 
a  foothold  for  one  apparently  far  off,  perhaps  but  vaguely  appre- 
hended. Among  the  scattered  homes  of  the  country,  if  more  lei- 
sure obtains,  there  are  other  and  more  material  hinderances.  In- 
stead of  walking  a  few  blocks  on  pleasant  streets,  and,  at  the  close 
of  the  hour,  returning  to  other  duties,  the  sister  in  the  more  retired 
place  must  ride  two  or  three  miles,  and  often  be  absent  from  home 
a  large  part  of  the  day.     Or,  again,  after  every  effort  has  been 
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made  to  leave  the  cares  of  her  household,  some  unexpected  obstacle 
arises,  and  she  fails  to  go  at  all.  The  greater  freedom  enjoyed  in 
the  country  from  social  demands  implies  the  want  of  that  quick- 
ening impulse  derived  from  frequent  contact  of  mind.  To  enlist 
all  Christian  women  in  this  service  is  to  be  our  key-note. 

A  feeble  church  will  find  in  such  work  an  element  of  life  and 
power,  and  a  sure  pledge  of  spiritual  growth.  The  benefit  to  any 
church  is  not  to  be  measured  chiefly  by  the  amount  of  money  con- 
tributed, but  by  its  sure  effect  upon  the  heart  and  life. 

Such  were  some  of  the  thoughts  which  aroused  those  present  to  a 
fresh  inspiration  in  this  grand  work.  By  contact  of  heart  with 
heart,  interest  was  deepened,  faith  increased,  and  new  courage  for 
work  imparted.  Even  the  recital  of  discouragements,  of  long  toil 
with  small  results,  had  its  lesson;  for  it  is  the  patient  continuance 
in  well-doing  that  wins  permanent  success.  "In  due  season  ye 
shall  reap,  if  ye  faint  not." 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
will  be  held  in  Chicago,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Nov.  1  and  2. 
All  the  auxiliary  societies  are  invited  to  send  delegates;  but 
even  those  expecting  to  be  thus  represented  are  requested  to  send 
written  reports  to  their  State  Secretaries  in  good  time,  and  copies 
of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  in  Chicago,  so  that  a  complete  report 
of  the  work  in  the  several  States  may  be  presented.  The  State 
Secretaries,  and  other  officers  of  the  branches,  are  cordially  urged 
to  be  present  to  aid  in  planning  the  work  for  the  year. 


A  HELPFUL  BOOK. 


Doubtless  many  of  our  earnest  workers  often  share  with  us  the 
longing  for  something  new,  some  fresh,  inspiring  thought  that  they 
may  first  enjoy  themselves,  and  then  impart  to  others.  To  all  such 
we  heartily  recommend  Dr.  Ellinwood's  "  Great  Conquest,"  which 
we  have  thoroughly  enjoyed.  It  is  made  up  of  thirty-one  short, 
pithy  little  articles  on  missionary  topics,  just  such  as  workers  need 
for  information,  and  to  meet  objections  which  we  all  have  to 
encounter  continually.  It  will  be  sufficient  recommendation  to 
mention  a  few  of  these  topics.  ' '  The  Cost  of  Missions,"  "  Foreign 
Missions  Essential  to  the  Life  of  the  Church,"  "  Buddhism  in  its 
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Practical  Relations  to  Christian  Missions,"  "Mohammedanism 
and  Christian  Missions,"  "  Specific  Objections  to  Christian  Mis- 
sions." The  style  is  vigorous,  the  thought  clear,  and  the  tone  of 
the  book  inspiring.  It  may  be  obtained  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board,  23  Centre  Street,  New  York  City.  Price  sixty 
cents. 

CENTENNIAL   CIRCULARS. 

We  wish  to  remind  our  friends  who  received  these  circulars,  that 
our  centennial  fund  ought  to  be  completed  before  the  close  of  our 
year,  Oct.  15.  Will  those  interested  in  the  health  retreat  at  Mar- 
din,  the  Christian  newspaper  in  Japan,  and  the  education  of  mis- 
sionary children,  make  a  special  effort,  during  the  few  days  that 
remain,  to  gather  up  as  many  stray  dollars  as  possible,  and  send 
them  before  that  time?  The  sums  necessary  for  these  objects  are 
still  far  from  complete. 

STATE  ANNUAL  MEETINGS. 

Woman's  Missionary  Meetings  will  be  held,  in  connection  with 
the  meetings  of  the  State  Conventions,  during  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  as  follows  :  Wisconsin,  at  Oshkosh,  Thursday, 
Sept.  28;  Minnesota,  at  Austin,  Thursday,  Oct.  12  ;  Missouri,  at 
St.  Joseph,  Thursday,  Oct.  19  ;  Dakota,  at  Yankton,  Thursday, 
Oct.  19;  Colorado  (place  not  known),  Thursday,  Oct.  26;  Nebraska, 
Kearney,  Thursday,  Oct.  26. 


ARRIVALS. 

The  friends  of  Mrs.  Mumford  and  Miss  Maltbie  of  the  Euro- 
pean Turkey  mission  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  they  arrived  safely 
in  New  York,  Aug.  15,  on  board  the  "  City  of  Chester." 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD   OF    MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  July  15,  to  August  15,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 

OHIO. 


Belpre.  —  "  Ladies  of  Marietta 
Conference"  for  Health  Re- 
treat near  Mardin,  §48  00 


Elyria. — Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Maltbie,  $82  00 

Fitchville.  —  "Ladies  of  1st  Cong. 
Ch.,"  centennial  olferings,  4  50 

Lafayette.— Aux.,  6  00 
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Lyme.  —  Aux.,  $3  50 

Painesville.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Parsons,  100  00 

Rochester.  —  "  A  few  ladies,"  5  50 

Rockport.  —  Aux. ,  6  00 

Sheffield.— Aux.,  10  00 

Total,  $265  50 

INDIANA. 

Angola.  —Aux.,  $4  00 

Total,  $4  00 

MICHIGAN. 

Almont.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is  a 
centennial  gift  for  Health  Re- 
treat near  Mardin,  remainder 
for  Miss  Pinkerton's  salary,       $18  00 

Alpena.  — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Pinkerton,  50  00 

Benzonia.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Spencer,  19  00 

Coral.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 
Spencer,  7  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Aux.,  for  Mrs. 
Cofring's  ass't,  10  00 

Port  Huron.  —  Aux  ,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Pinkerton,  7  90 

Raisinville. — Aux.,  5  00 

Romeo.  —  Aux.,  centennial  offer- 
ings for  salary  of  Miss  Pink- 
erton, 26  00 

St.  John's.  —  Aux.,  for  Health 
Retreat  near  Mardin,  10  00 

Utica.  —Aux..  for  pupil  at  Erz- 
room,  and,  with  prev.  cont.,  to 
const.  Mrs.  Sarah  Summers 
L.M.,  20  00 


Total, 


ILLINOIS. 


$172  90 


Blue  Island.—  Aux.,  $6  60 

Chicago.  — 1st  Ch.,  Aux  ,  of  wh. 
$10  from  Mrs.  Emma  Good- 
rich to  complete  her  own  L.M. 
ship,  $28.57  ;  New-Eng.  Ch.. 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Cha- 
pin,  $11.97  ;  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux. ,  of  wh.  $5  are  centennial 
offerings,  $40,  110  54 

Elgin.  —  Children's  Miss.  Soc, 
for  Miss  Starkweather  and 
Miss  Dudley,  50  00 

Fremont.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is 
for  Health  Retreat  near  Mar- 
din, 13  25 

Galesburg. —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  wh.  $10  is  for  share  in  cen- 
tennial work,  21  33 

Geneva.— Aux.,  8  60 

Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  are 
centennial  oll'erings,  and  con- 
stituting Mrs.  Mary  Robbins 
L.M.,  32  00 


Peru,.  —  Aux.,  $6  14 

Rockford  Seminary. —  Aux.,  52  00 
Wheaton.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Dudley,  17  45 


Total, 

WISCONSIN. 


$317  91 


Bristol  —  Aux.,  centennial  offer- 
ings, $4  00 

Clinton.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Depere.  —Aux.,  11  00 

Fond  du  Lac.  —  Aux  ,  for  school 
at  Marash,  49  50 

Genoa  Junction.  —  Aux..  of  wh. 
$3  are  centennial  offerings,  8  27 

Milwaukee.  —Mission  Band  of 
Spring-st.  Cong.  Ch..  25  00 

Waukesha.— Aux.,  of  wh.  $25 
const.  Miss  Helen  A.  Kent 
L.  M„  36  00 

Wautvatosa.  —  Mrs.  J.  A.  War- 
ren, 4  00 


Total, 

IOWA. 


$142  77 


Chester.  —  Aux.,  for  support  of 
Tenna  in  Samokov  school,         $12  00 

Fairfield.  —  Aux.,  5  50 

Grinnell.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Hillis,  $29;  Young  La- 
dies' Miss.  Circle,  for  shares  in 

•  Health  Retreat  and  Japan 
newspaper,  $20,  49  00 

Marion—  Aux.,  25  00 


Total, 

MINNESOTA. 


$91  50 


Rose  Creek. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  is 
from  a  friend  for  the  Japan 
Home,  $10  00 

Winona.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Van  Duzee,  40  00 


Total, 

$50  00 

MISSOURI. 

Kidder.  —  Aux., 

$5  00 

Total, 

$5  00 

NEBRASKA. 

Columbus.  —  Aux., 

$1  20 

Total, 

$1  20 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs.  — Aux.. 
Denver.  —  Monument  Society, 

$2  55 
7  00 

Total,  $9  55 

Total,  $1,060  33 


Mr.  A.  L.  Riggs  acknowledges  the  receipt,  by  the  Dakota  Home,  of  a  box  of 
bedding  and  clothing  from  Mrs.  O.  W.  Cooley  of  Glenwood,  Io. 
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TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  RAYNOLDS. 

I  want  to  tell  the  friends  at  home  that  the  prayers  I  have  asked 
them  to  offer  for  Van  women  have  not  been  wholly  in  vain.  Per- 
haps, when  I  say  that  only  one  woman  gives  evidence  of  conversion, 
they  will  not  think  the  answer  very  abundant;  but  there  are  other 
signs  of  good,  and  I  think  it  takes  more  prayer  now  to  save  one 
woman  in  Van,  than  it  will  twenty  years  hence  to  save  twenty. 
You  cannot  know  how  the  conversion  of  one  rejoices  our  hearts. 
This  woman's  name  is  Dudana:  she  is  of  a  Protestant  family,  and 
has  been  taught  to  read  by  her  husband;  but,  till  this  winter,  we 
have  seen  no  evidence  of  the  conversion  of  any  of  the  household. 

When  the  Spirit  was  given  to  our  work  on  the  fast-day  in 
December,  her  son,  a  boy  of  eighteen,  was  converted,  and  hei 
husband  a  good  deal  awakened,  while  she  herself  became  a  con- 
stant attendant  on  all  the  meetings.  Her  husband  is  a  tailor,  and 
she  helps  him  in  his  work;  and  together  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  stealing  from  different  people  in  various  ways.  Wednes- 
day morning  of  the  week  of  prayer,  her  husband  confessed  his  sin 
in  the  meeting,  and  expressed  his  determination  to  make  resti- 
tution to  the  injured  parties  as  soon  as  he  could.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  Dudana  asked  if  she  could  see  me  alone.  She  said 
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she  had  been  with  her  husband  in  his  stealing,  and  with  him 
desired  to  confess  and  make  restitution.  There  was  one  theft, 
particularly  her  own,  of  which  she  wished  to  tell  me,  and  ask  what 
she  ought  to  do. 

Several  years  ago  they  had  rented  a  part  of  a  house  in  which 
lived  a  woman  whose  husband  was  in  Constantinople.  As  Dndana 
was  poor,  the  woman  lent  her  a  long  iron  rod,  which  is  used  in 
the  large  ground-ovens,  and, a  stool  on  which  the  round  brass 
waiter  is  put,  which  serves  for  a  table.  After  they  had  been  in 
the  house  a  week,  the  woman  died;  and,  when  her  relatives  asked 
for  the  articles,  she  declared  she  did  not  have  them,  and  knew 
nothing  about  them.  The  husband  of  the  woman  had  died;  but 
the  relative  who  demanded  the  articles  was  living  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. They  were  still  in  her  house,  and  I  advised  her  to 
return  them  to  him.  We  prayed  together;  and  she  again  and 
again  consecrated  herself  to  the  Lord,  asking  forgiveness  and 
help.  During  the  day  she  returned  the  articles,  while  those  in 
the  house  taunted  her  with,  "  What  a  bad  woman  you  are!  Can 
there  be  any  place  in  heaven  for  such  as  you?"  It  was  the  talk 
of  the  neighborhood;  but  she  was  only  glad  she  had  done  what  she 
could  to  atone  for  her  sin.  Since  then  she  has  appeared  well,  has 
openly  acknowledged  Christ  everywhere  by  word  and  act,  and  is 
much  interested  in  reaching  the  women.  She  talks  and  prays 
in  the  prayer-meeting,  no  matter  how  many  new-comers  may  be 
there,  and  gives  a  tithe  of  her  earnings  to  the  Lord. 

There  are  three  other  women  who  have  been  a  good  deal  inter- 
ested, and  for  whom  I  have  a  little  hope.  They  certainly  have 
made  considerable  progress  toward  the  strait  gate ;  but  they 
still  cling  to  some  of  their  old  practices.  Every  day  I  see  more 
and  more  the  great  power  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  feel 
that  much  patient  teaching  and  praying  must  be  done  before  there 
can  be  a  great  work  among  them.  So  I  gird  up  my  faith  and 
courage,  and  labor  on,  feeling  more  sure  that  every  lesson  given, 
every  Bible-reading,  and  every  meeting,  is  having  an  effect,  though 
I  do  not  see  immediate  results.  I  have  scarcely  seen  a  woman 
who  would  not  listen  earnestly,  and  sometimes  tearfully,  to  the 
truth,  so  long  as  she  had  not  been  prejudiced  against  us;  but  the 
moment  the  priests  get  hold  of  them,  and  tell  them  we  have  no 
holy  oil,  no  confession,  no  communion,  no  cross  or  pictures,  no 
Mother  of  God,  and  no  fast,  they  become  very  bitter. 

I  had  an  experience  last  Sunday,  which  afforded  me  no  little 
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amusement,  and  illustrates  the  position  of  woman  in  this  land. 
I  was  sitting  in  our  preacher's  room  before  the  morning  service; 
and  there  were  present  our  preacher  and  his  wife,  Hanum  our 
Bible-reader,  and  her  mother  Dudana,  and  three  brethren.  I 
began  to  talk  to  one  of  the  men,  named  Hirabed,  about  his  wife, 
who  has  been  made  bitter  by  the  priests,  has  given  up  reading, 
refuses  to  receive  the  Bible-reader,  and  constantly  annoys  her 
husband  because  he'  does  not  go  to  confession  or  communion.  He 
said,  — 

"I'm  afraid  I  shall  do  something  to  prejudice  her  against  the 
truth.  I'm  very  quick-tempered;  and,  when  she  talks  to  me  as  she 
does,  I  want  to  take  a  cudgel,  and  beat  her.  For  years  I  came 
home  drunk,  broke  things  in  the  house,  and  abused  her  and  the 
children  ;  and  now  when  I  never  do  such  things,  and  am  ready  to 
do  any  thing  to  have  her  learn  to  read,  she  annoys  me  all  the  time 
because  I  don't  go  to  confession.  I  am  afraid  some  day  I  shall 
give  way  to  it." 

"  Christ  alone  can  help  you,"  I  said.  "You  must  watch  against 
this  temptation,  with  faith  and  prayer.  If  it  happens  at  any  time, 
that  you  are  overcome  to  do  what  your  conscience  tells  you  is 
wrong,  go  to  your  wife,  and  tell  her  you  have  done  wrong,  that 
Christ  was  not  pleased  with  your  conduct,  and,  his  grace  helping 
you,  you  will  not  treat  her  so  again." 

The  women  had  been  listening  to  the  conversation;  and  such  a 
storm  of  exclamations  as  filled  my  ears  when  I  finished  the  sen- 
tence :  — 

"  What  !  say  to  my  wife  I  have  sinned  !  "  "  What  !  a  man 
confess  to  his  wife  !  "  "I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  ! "  "  They 
never  do  it.  All  these  years  I  have  been  a  Protestant,  I  never 
once  knew  such  a  thing  to  happen,  —  never  !  " 

"  But  you  confess  to  your  husbands  when  you  wrong  them,  don't 
you?"  I  asked. 

"Yes,  but  that  is  different.  We  are  women,  and  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  do  so,  if  we  want  to  ;  but  it  isn't  proper  for  a 
man." 

"  Why  not,  if  he  has  done  wrong?  " 

"  Oh  I  a  man  humbles  himself  before  his  wife,  and  she  will  say, 
1  There,  my  husband  says  he  is  wrong,  and  I  am  better  than  he  ;  ' 
and  she  will  abuse  him  all  the  more." 

"  If  God  himself  told  me  to  confess  to  my  wife,"  said  Hirabed, 
with  great  frankness,  "  I  couldn't  do  it." 
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I  produced  my  arguments  and  illustrations,  but  soon  saw  that 
my  advice  was  all  too  impracticable  to  be  acted  upon.  The  sub- 
ject was  finally  dismissed  by  one  of  the  men  saying,  "Of  course, 
Hirabed,  brother,  we  must  exemplify  the  spirit  of  Christ  in  our 
homes  ;  but  I  have  found  it  best  just  to  say  to  the  women,  '  You 
have  no  authority  over  me  in  these  matters  :  don't  say  any  thing 
more  about  it.'  When  I  first  became  a  Protestant,  I  tried  to  be 
very  humble  and  kind  to  my  mother  ;  and  she  troubled  me  all  the 
time.  Now,  when  she  begins,  I  say,  '  You  have  no  right  to 
control  me  in  these  matters  :  don't  say  another  word  ; '  and  I  get 
along  a  great  deal  better." 

You  see,  we  do  not  succeed  always  in  grafting  our  enlightened 
and  advanced  ideas  upon  this  stock  of  ignorance  and  superstition. 
The  feeling  of  Hirabed  did  not  surprise  me  ;  but  I  was  unprepared 
to  have  women  who  have  been  Protestants  more  than  ten  years 
express  such  feelings. 

I  have  come  so  near  the  end  of  my  letter  without  thanking  the 
"Woman's  Board  for  adopting  me  and  my  missionary  work.  I  re- 
joice most  because  I  believe  this  will  secure  the  prayers  that  we  so 
much  need.  Our  spiritual  necessities  are  embodied  in  the  charac- 
teristics so  often  given  of  good  men  in  apostolic  times,  —  ' '  full  of 
faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost."  Every  day  I  feel  the  need  of  just 
these  blessings.  I  want  that  humility,  consecration,  and  faith,  that 
will  make  it  possible  for  God  to  do  all  he  can  in  and  through  me. 

Let  the  Christian  women  in  America  keep  on  praying  for  us. 


EXAMINATION  AT  THE  CONSTANTINOPLE  HOME. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  were  interested  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Constantinople  Home,  in  our  last  number,  will  be  glad  to  know  of 
its  condition  and  prospects  at  the  close  of  the  school  year  in  July. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  ELLEN  C.   PARSONS. 

*  *  I  wonder  how  familiar  you  all  are  with  life  in  Constantinople 
and  the  Home,  inside  and  outside.  If  you  had  been  here  a  week 
ago,  you  might  have  seen  it  in  examination-day  aspect.  There 
had  been  some  heralding  of  the  day.  Handkerchief  bundles  —  a 
feature  of  this  country  —  had  been  arriving  from  time  to  time, 
and  invariably  contained  a  new  dress  for  some  pupil.  Girls  were 
found  rehearsing  their  compositions  at  odd  hours;  and  there  was 
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practising  of  an  anthem  in  recreation  time.  Our  large,  light 
schoolroom  had  been  made  still  more  attractive  by  draping  the 
United  States  and  Turkish  flags  over  the  doors,  by  disposing 
bouquets  on  the  piano  and  in  the  window-seats,  and  hanging  long 
ivy- vines,  that  would  be  the  pride  of  parlor  walls  at  home,  over 
the  pictures. 

' '  The  mixed  audience  present  at  the  examination  was  charac- 
teristic of  this  city.  Beside  American  missionaries,  many  English 
people  came,  some  Germans,  Italians,  Greeks,  many  Armenians, 
the  senior  class  of  fifteen  from  Robert  College,  one  military 
gentleman  who  dropped  his  sword  and  belt  in  the  hall  while  he 
went  in  to  listen,  women  with  babies,  and  one  grave  Turk  who 
stalked  in,  looked  around  for  five  minutes,  and  then  went  out." 

The  examinations,  which  were  frequently  interspersed  with  sing- 
ing, were  carried  on  according  to  the  following  programme :  — 

Thursday,  1  p.m. 

Armenian  Grammar Miss  Elizabeth. 

Arithmetic Miss  Patrick. 

English Mrs.  Williams. 

Geography Miss  Elizabeth. 

Exercises  of  the  little  girls  (one  hour  and  a 

half) Mrs.  Tomson. 

Friday,  9  a.m. 

Armenian  Grammar Miss  Mary. 

English Miss  Patrick. 

French Miss  Bliss. 

English Mrs.  Williams. 

Compositions. 

Modern  History Miss  Parsons. 

Piano. 
Compositions. 

Ancient  Armenian Prof.  Papazian. 

Lunch  in  dining-hall  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Friday,  1.30  p.m. 

Blackboard  Drawing Miss  Bliss. 

Geometry Miss  Patrick. 

Piano-Duet. 
Compositions. 

Mental  Philosophy Miss  Parsons. 

Compositions  (Graduates). 

Recitation  of  24th  Psalm,  and  Chant. 

Graduating  Exercises. 

Addresses. 
Prayer  and  Doxology. 
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"  The  great  feature,  the  first  afternoon,  was  the  interesting  and 
varied  exercises  of  the  twelve  youngest  children.  The  seniors' 
last  examination  was  upon  Dr.  Hopkins's  '  Outline  Study  of 
Man ; '  and  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  they  answered  as  hard  ques- 
tions as  we  put  to  girls  at  home.  Four  years  ago  I  suppose  none 
of  them  knew  a  word  of  English;  and  at  that  time  the  best 
scholars  among  them  knew  nothing  from  books,  except  a  little 
Armenian  reading  and  writing.  It  was  touching  to  hear  the  three 
graduates  at  the  piano;  while  one  played,  each  carrying  a  part, 
soprano,  alto,  tenor,  in  a  rich  Armenian  chant.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Psalm  given  by  the  whole  school,  half  responsively,  was 
one  of  the  best  of  the  exercises.  As  soon  as  it  was  finished,  all 
broke  into  the  anthem,  'Lift  up  your  heads,  0  ye  gates!'  with 
good  effect. 

"  Dr.  Wood  had  some  solemn  faces  before  him,  as  he  spoke  the 
last  words,  and  presented  diplomas.  He  told  those  present  how 
this  beautiful  Home  had  been  built,  and  its  furniture  sent  from 
America,  '  that  people  may  know  the  Christian  women  of  America 
love  the  daughters  of  Turkey,  and  wish  them  to  have  the  same 
instrumentalities  that  are  used  for  similar  purposes  at  home.' 
Other  speeches  followed,  in  English,  Armenian,  and  Turkish;  and 
at  the  close  all  were  invited  to  join  in  the  doxology,  each  in  the 
tongue  wherein  he  was  born. 

"  Our  girls  are  scattered  now.  Vacation  will  test  the  Christian 
principle  which  we  think  most  of  the  older  ones  have,  and  the  good 
resolutions  the  younger  ones  have  formed.  We  follow  them  with 
our  prayers ;  and  our  prayers  often  go  up  for  the  school  that  shall 
be  gathered  in  the  fall.  We  build  no  expectations  on  numbers 
in  these  stormy  times ;  but  we  hope  the  Lord  will  make  us  faithful 
over  a  few  things,  and,  in  his  wise  time  and  way,  use  to  the  fullest 
extent  this  house  and  all  instrumentalities  in  it,  —  time  and 
health  and  strength,  —  for  the  spread  of  an  enlightened  Christian 
education  in  this  city. ' ' 

To  this  we  add  the  testimony  of  Kev.  Dr.  E.  E.  Bliss,  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Home,  who  writes  :  — 

"  Others,  I  presume,  have  written  you  at  length  of  the  recent 
examinations  at  the  Home  ;  but  I  would  like  to  add  a  word.  I 
did  not  hear  all  the  classes  ;  but  those  I  did  hear  certainly  passed 
a  very  satisfactory  examination,  doing  great  credit  to  themselves 
and  their  teachers.  The  answers  given  indicated  not  merely  a 
memory  of  words  learned,  but  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
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subject  matter  of  the  lessons.  What  particularly  interested  me 
was  the  evidence  that  the  teachers  had  put  themselves  completely 
in  contact  with  the  minds  of  the  pupils.  The  examinations  had 
more  the  character  of  familiar,  intelligent  conversations  between 
teacher  and  pupil,  than  of  routine  answers  to  routine  questions. 
The  compositions  —  especially  those  in  English  —  of  the  graduating 
class  deserved  and  elicited  very  high  commendations  from  all 
present  who  understood  them.  These  compositions,  and  the  answers 
of  pupils  examined  in  English  studies,  savored  of  Turkish  soil 
occasionally,  but  were  all  the  more  interesting  for  that. 

11  The  attendance  of  parents  and  friends  was  very  large  ;  and 
evidently  a  most  happy  impression  was  made  upon  all.  The 
ample  accommodations  for  seating  the  crowd,  afforded  by  the 
spacious  schoolroom  of  the  new  building,  helped  much  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  occasion. 

"  Brief  addresses  were  made  at  the  close  by  Hon.  Mr.  Maynard, 
our  ambassador,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Millingen,  Prof.  Hagopes  of  Robert 
College,  and  Pastor  Aradis  of  Marash.  The  latter,  speaking  of 
the  Eastern  question  now  so  prominent  before  the  world,  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  education  of  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  Turkey  suggested  a  much  more  hopeful  method  of  solving  the 
problem  than  all  the  devices  of  diplomates  ;  that  the  desirable 
thing  for  Turkey,  and  what  a  good  many  of  the  people  of  Turkey 
themselves  desired,  was  not  the  sending  here  of  men-of-war  with 
gunpowder  and  shot,  but  more  teachers  of  true  science,  true 
morality,  and  true  religion,  like  those  the  results  of  whose  labors 
the  past  year  had  appeared  in  the  examinations  to  which  they  had 
listened." 

Rev.  Dr.  Wood,  another  of  the  trustees,  also  speaks  of  the  exam- 
ination in  the  highest  terms,  and  gives  a  sketch  of  the  three  grad- 
uates as  follows  :  — 

4 '  Diplomas  were  given  to  three  who  constituted  the  graduating 
class.  These  are  Protestant  Armenians,  and  hopefully  the  sub- 
jects of  renewing  grace.  One  is  the  daughter  of  a  faithful  and 
devoted  pastor,  and  the  eldest  of  eight  motherless  children.  She 
will  assume  a  mother's  place  in  the  care  of  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
teaching  them,  and  perhaps  other  children,  for  a  few  years,  until 
her  marriage.  She  has  been  affianced  ever  since  she  was  three 
years  old.  Another  is  the  wife  of  a  preacher,  with  whom  she  is  to 
commence  a  new  work  in  the  important  city  of  Angora,  the  capital 
of  ancient  Galatia.      Much  is  expected  of  her  as  a  teacher  as 
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well  as  pastor's  wife.  She  leaves  her  daughter,  who  has  been 
three  years  in  the  school,  to  complete  the  course  of  study.  The 
third  graduate  will  probably  engage  in  teaching  soon.  These,  with 
the  last  graduating  class  of  two,  both  of  whom  are  teachers,  are 
the  first  fruits  of  the  missionary  harvest  which  we  trust  the  Home 
is  to  produce  through  ages  to  come. 

"  The  success  of  the  institution  I  cannot  doubt,  as  a  thing  assured 
in  the  future  ;  but  it  is  passing,  in  common  with  all  educational 
enterprises  in  Constantinople,  through  a  season  of  sore  trial,  by 
reason  of  a  financial  pressure,  the  like  of  which  I  have  never 
before  known  in  any  country.  The  prostration  of  traffic  and  in- 
dustry now  prevailing  is  something  appalling.  Unless  soon  relieved 
in  some  way,  the  cry  for  bread  will  come  up  around  us  in  a  volume 
to  terrify  the  stoutest-hearted.  Men  of  all  classes  feel  the  pressure 
so  severely,  that  many,  who  in  ordinary  times  expend  freely  for 
the  education  of  their  children,  now  keep  them  in  school  on  credit, 
or  take  them  out  altogether.  This  state  of  things  particularly 
affects  a  number  of  our  friends  who  would  be  patrons  of  the  Home 
if  their  means  were  not  cut  off.  We  must  therefore  be  patient, 
and  wait  for  better  times  for  the  full  realization  of  our  hopes. 

"  We  are  much  concerned  at  the  danger  of  a  large  deficit  in  the 
receipts  of  the  American  Board  far  more  than  in  regard  to  perils 
possibly  threatening  us  from  war  and  convulsions  in  Turkey.  The 
gracious  Lord  avert  disaster  from  each  of  these  sources  !  It  is 
encouraging  to  see  how  nobly  the  women  in  America  are  coming 
up  to  the  help  of  his  cause  in  these  days.  May  the  grace  pf  perse- 
verance be  given  them,  and  their  influence  tell  mightily  on  the 
other  sex  as  well !  " 


INDIA. 

OUT  IN  THE  VILLAGES. 

BY  MRS.    M.    C.   WINSOR. 


Would  you  like  to  hear  something  of  our  visits  among  the 
villages  during  the  last  season  ?  The  Lord  was  with  us  in  them 
all,  inclining  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  hear  the  truth.  Oh  that 
many  who  heard  may  live !  Often  we  were  called  again  and  again 
into  the  same  village;  and,  as  we  reluctantly  left  those  who  listened 
to  us,  they  would  say,  — 

"  What  can  we  do  without  you?  You  have  taught  us  a  little: 
oh,  teach  us  more!  " 
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Whenever  the  women  came  to  hear  me,  I  never  left  them  with- 
out some  simple  prayer,  like  "  Thou  living  and  true  God,  teach  me 
of  thyself,  and  have  mercy  upon  me  a  sinner  :  teach  me  how  I  may 
be  saved." 

At  T I  was  particularly  favored  in  an  opportunity  to  meet 

high-caste  women,  as  the  Patil  was  inclined  to  receive  the  word. 
He  with  ten  of  his  men  came  to  the  tent  to  talk  with  Mr.  Winsor 
several  times;  and  as  he  took  a  Testament,  promising  to  read  it  to 
his  people,  he  said,  "  My  village  is  all  yours." 

Near  this  village  is  a  little  Wada,  where  women  listened  to  me 
with  great  eagerness  from  time  to  time.  At  one  house  there  I 
found  an  old  woman  over  a  hundred  years  of  age.  I  was  glad  to 
see  that  her  friends  were  kind  to  her,  as  the  heathen  are  often 
cruel  to  the  aged.  I  spoke  very  loudly  so  that  she  might  hear ;  and 
when  I  passed  to  her  to  give  salaams,  as  I  rose  to  go,  she  said,  — 

"  I  believe  you  are  a  god  or  an  angel  :  may  I  worship  you?  " 

Poor  old  woman !  In  great  darkness  she  had  lived  :  in  dark- 
ness I  fear  she  must  die.  Near  her  sat  a  Marathi  woman,  who 
seemed  to  take  in  all  the  songs  and  talking  with  great  eagerness 
and  gladness.  When  asked  what  she  thought  of  these  things  of 
salvation  she  said,  — 

"  Oh!  I  think  they  are  very  sweet.  Why  haven't  you  come  to 
us  before?" 

When  I  went  with  two  of  our  native  Christian  women  into  the 
village  of  Lap,  it  seemed  as  if  we  never  should  persuade  the 
women  to  come  to  us,  they  were  so  afraid  of  me.  After  a  while 
we  sat  down  on  a  little  eminence  :  on  all  sides  were  houses  from 
the  doors  of  which  we  could  see  the  women  looking  out  at  us. 
The  Patil  called  them  to  come,  but  only  men  and  boys  obeyed  the 
summons.  I  told  him  I  did  not  want  these,  that  Sahib  would 
come  and  see  them,  that  I  wanted  the  women.  Then,  speaking  at 
the  top  of  my  voice,  I  begged  them  not  to  think  I  was  so  different 
from  them.  "  Come,"  I  said,  "  take  a  knife,  and  cut  my  hand, 
and  see  if  my  blood  is  not  just  like  yours."  ' 

"Why!  she  speaks  just  as  we  do!  Let's  go  and  see,"  said 
some  one  from  behind  a  wall  on  my  right. 

Finding  a  better  place  to  sit,  we  were  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
women.  The  PatiVs  mother  was  a  quiet  listener,  the  tears  coming 
into  her  eyes  as  she  heard  the  story  of  Christ's  sufferings,  saying, 
"My  heart  tells  me  it  is  true." 

The  first  day  we  went  into  Wawahen,  I  was  particularly  inter- 
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esfced  in  a  Brahmin  woman,  a  child- widow,  one  whose  husband  had 
died  in  infancy.  She  invited  us  to  come  to  her  house  ;  and  the 
next  day  we  were  delighted  to  find  that  she  had  assembled  fifteen 
Brahmin  and  twenty -five  Marathi  women  to  hear  us.  Then  shut- 
ting and  barring  the  door,  to  keep  out  the  crowd,  she  listened  joy- 
fully. I  never  shall  forget  her  pale  face  and  large  eyes  which 
grew  so  sad  as  she  said,  ' '  Then  all  my  fasting  is  of  no  avail :  all 
my  prayers  are  useless."  She  had  spent  years  in  prayers  to  differ- 
ent gods. 

You  will  conclude,  from  what  I  said  about  the  village  of  Lap, 
that  sometimes  it  was  hard  to  get  the  women  together  ;  and  so  it 
was.  Going  into  a  village  unannounced,  dogs  would  begin  to 
bark,  women  to  run  and  hide,  and  babies  to  cry;  but,  an  arrange- 
ment being  made  with  the  authorities,  we  could  generally  have  a 
good  audience,  varying  according  to  the  size  of  the  village.  In 
places  where  we  had  visited  before,  we  always  found  the  people 
ready  and  waiting  and  calling  for  us.  At  Ramitpoor,  no  sooner 
had  we  encamped  for  the  night  than  a  message  came  from  one  of 
the  Waclas,  to  come  and  teach  them.  It  was  pleasant  to  go,  the 
next  morning,  to  the  same  place  where  we  had  been  kindly  received 
two  years  before,  to  have  the  same  old  wooden  stool  to  sit  upon, 
and  the  same  women  to  hear  us.  During  a  previous  visit  we  had 
become  quite  interested  in  a  Gorsair  woman  who  had  committed 
to  memory  the  hymn,  "  Christ  my  Saviour."  She  was  at  work 
in  the  field,  gathering  grain  ;  and,  when  she  heard  we  had  come, 
came  running  to  me,  and  kneeling  down  beside  me,  and  said,  — 

"Oh!  I'm  so  glad  you  have  come!  I  have  looked  for  you  so 
long." 

"  Do  you  remember  the  hymn  we  taught  you?  "  I  asked. 

"  Yes,"  she  answered,  and  recited  it  through  without  mistake. 
"And  I  remember  the  story  of  Jesus,"  she  added.  She  told  the 
story  also,  and  then  said,  "  Oh,  how  much  he  suffered  for  me!  I 
have  prayed  to  him,  since  you  were  here,  in  the  morning  and  even- 
ing ;  and  my  friends  all  call  me  a  Christian.  Sometimes  they 
trouble  me  ;  but  I  shall  always  pray  to  him."  We  had  told  her 
the  story.,  Baglen  had  taught  her  to  sing  the  hymn;  but  God's  own 
Holy  Spirit  had  taught  her  far  more.  As  I  learned  her  story  more 
fully,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  she  was  indeed  one  of  Christ's  dis- 
ciples ;  whatever  happened,  she  was  determined  to  live  for  him. 
So  I  praised  the  dear  Saviour,  that  one  was  led  into  his  fold. 

In  one  of  our  villages  is  the  great  temple  of  Mahor-daie  the  great 
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god.  About  fifty  thousand  pilgrims  visit  it  yearly.  We  went  up 
its  hundred  and  seventy  steps,  but  were  not  allowed  to  see  the 
image  because  we  were  not  worshippers.  We  were  interested, 
however,  in  looking  about  the  temple  ;  and  Mr.  Winsor  noticed 
upon  one  of  the  large  bells  the  letters  "I.  H.  S.  : "  so  even  in  that 
poor  heathen  temple  is  the  hidden  sign  of  Him  who  is  to  fill  the 
whole  earth  with  glory. 


CHINA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  PAYSOE". 

You  may  be  interested  in  some  account  of  the  "vernal  sacri- 
fice "  made  yearly  by  the  Chinese  to  the  shades  of  their  ancestors. 
It  occurred  this  year  on  the  4th  of  April  ;  and  multitudes  were 
out  on  the  hills  among  the  graves,  — men,  women,  and  children,  — 
bringing  sacrifices  of  meats,  vegetables,  and  fruits,  besides  large 
quantities  of  brown  paper  cut  in  strips.  This  paper  is  mock- 
money  for  the  use  of  the  departed  spirits,  who  are  supposed  to 
need  food  and  clothing,  as  well  as  funds  to  secure  these  necessaries, 
the  same  as  when  they  dwelt  in  mortal  flesh.  In  precisely  what 
manner  these  strips  of  paper  which  are  laid  on  the  graves,  and 
secured  there  by  bits  of  stone,  become  metamorphosed  into  bond 
Jide  specie,  is  what  no  one  attempts  to  explain.  It  is  considered  a 
great  disgrace  for  a  grave  to  be  unprovided  with  mock-money  at 
this  time.  It  signifies  either  that  the  descendants  of  the  deceased 
are  altogether  unfilial  and  devoid  of  virtue,  or  that  he  himself  was 
a  vile  character,  to  whom  the  gods  righteously  denied  the  blessing 
of  son  or  grandson  to  worship  at  his  grave. 

It  is  considered  quite  decorous  for  those  who  visit  the  burial- 
places  of  their  friends  to  weep  and  wail  inconsolably,  even  though 
their  grief  is  wholly  affectation.  One  of  the  missionaries  here, 
while  walking  out  on  the  hills  last  April,  saw  a  young  girl  weeping 
bitterly  over  the  grave  of  some  loved  one,  as  he  supposed,  —  a 
mother  or  sister  lately  torn  from  her  embrace.  Touched  by  her 
sorrow,  he  tenderly  inquired,  — 

' '  What  dear  friend  of  yours  is  buried  here  ?  ' ' 

"It  is  the  grave  of  my  grandfather." 

"  And  how  long  has  he  been  dead?  "  was  the  next  sympathizing 
query. 

"  Between  twenty  and  thirty  years,"  sobbed  the  girl. 
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"What  is  your  age?  "  continued  the  questioner,  beginning  to 
think  that  his  sympathy  was  rather  uncalled  for. 

"  I  am  fifteen  years  old,"  was  the  answer. 

Hearing  this,  the  missionary  took  his  departure,  concluding  that 
he  possessed  no  gift  of  consolation  suited  to  one  who  grieved  so 
uncontrollably  over  the  tomb  of  an  ancient  relative  whom  she  had 
never  seen. 

.  .  .  One  of  our  neighbors  is  rather  a  wealthy  man  ;  and  the 
daughters  of  the  house  frequently  call  upon  us,  especially  if  they 
have  guests  who  have  never  seen  a  foreigner's  dwelling.  But  they 
never  seem  pleased  to  have  us  talk  to  them  of  Jesus.  After  having 
listened  impatiently  for  a  few  moments  to  our  explanations,  they 
often  rise  abruptly,  saying  they  must  return  home.  Not  long  since, 
one  of  the  missionary  ladies  here  sent  a  hymn-book  to  a  member 
of  this  family,  thinking  she  might  be  willing  to  read  it.  But  the 
servant-girl  who  carried  the  book  returned,  bringing  it  with  her. 
The  woman  received  it  pleasantly  at  first ;  but  on  turning  over  a 
few  leaves,  and  observing,  probably,  that  the  name  of  Jesus 
occurred  rather  too  frequently  to  suit  her  taste,  she  said  to  the 
girl,  "  Do  you  suppose  your  mistress  would  be  offended  if  I  should 
return  this  book?  "  Without  waiting  for  a  reply,  she  continued, 
rather  petulantly,  "I  don't  care  whether  she  is  or  not.  I  know 
just  how  it  is  with  such  books  as  this  :  people  read  them,  and 
gradually,  little  by  little,  they  get  to  be  Christians.  I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. ' '     And  so  the  book  came  back  to  its  owner. 

During  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  a  great  idol  demonstra- 
tion here,  the  expense  of  which  has  been  estimated  at  about  ten 
thousand  dollars.  Nothing  so  imposing  has  transpired  here  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ;  and  people  have  flocked  in  to  see  it  from  all 
the  surrounding  towns.  Many  parties  of  women  and  children  who 
came  to  see  the  idol  procession  came  also  to  visit  us,  or  rather,  in 
their  own  parlance,  "to  see  the  house."  I  had  eighty  calls  the 
first  day,  and  was  quite  fatigued  talking  to  so  many  visitors. 
Yesterday  I  had  forty  visitors  ;  and  a  large  number  came  to-day. 
To  all  I  strove  to  tell  something  of  Jesus  and  his  love  ;  and  I  trust 
the  words  may  be  as  good  seed  sown  in  fruitful  soil. 


"  Flee  away,  old  superstition, 
Soul-debasing  errors  rife ! 
Haste  away,  ye  powers  of  darkness! 
Christ  alone  is  light  and  life." 
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It  has  been  the  experience  of  many  of  the  officers  in  our  auxil- 
iaries, that  Christian  women  who  are  earnest  and  active  in  other 
charities  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  work  of  foreign  missions. 
One  reason  frequently  given  for  this  lack  of  interest  is  that  they 
do  not  believe  in  its  reality.  It  is  a  work  so  vague,  distant,  and 
unsatisfactory,  that  they  prefer  to  give  their  attention  to  something 
nearer  home.  To  aid  in  answering  this  objection,  we  give  the 
following  article  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Tucker,  whose  writings  are 
well  known  under  the  signature  "A.  L.  O.  E.,"  and  who  has 
recently  gone  as  missionary  to  India.  It  is  taken  from  "  Mission 
Life,"  an  English  "Magazine  of  Home  and  Foreign  Christian 
Work." 

To  write  a  report  when  I  have  been  so  short  a  time  at  this 
station,  would  be  an  act  of  presumption  from  which  I  should 
indeed  shrink;  but  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  may  interest  some 
readers  if  I  attempt  to  convey  an  impression  of  what  strikes  the 
eye  of  the  new-comer  like  myself.  I  do  this  the  more  readily 
because  I  am  myself  one  of  the  many  who,  in  regard  to  missionary 
efforts  in  some  distant  place,  are  inclined  to  ask  the  questions, 
"Is  the  work  real?"  "Is  the  money,  often  collected  with  diffi- 
culty, and  contributed  through  self-denial,  like  water  which  is 
suffered  to  waste  itself  in  sand  ?  or  is  it  really  watering  the  Lord's 
great  field,  so  that  trees  may  bud,  and  bring  forth  fruit  unto  eter- 
nal life?" 

My  own  conviction  is,  that  the  work  at  Umritsur  is  real,  and 
moreover  very  important.  With  my  extremely  imperfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  native  language,  I  must  judge  more  by  my  eyes  than 
my  ears ;  but  a  great  amount  of  knowledge  may  be  taken  in  by  the 
eye.  I  go  to  the  large  orphanages,  and  see  there  numbers  of  dark- 
eyed  little  ones,  girls  in  their  white  chaddars,  boys  in  their  turbans. 
At  one  time  I  see  children  busy  at  lessons,  at  another  time  engaged 
in  play.  There  is  an  appearance  of  order  and  regularity  at  lesson- 
time,  which  would  do  credit  to  an  English  school,  while  all  the 
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pupils  seem  to  be  "  learning  without  tears."  I  can  observe  that 
replies  to  teachers'  questions  are  given  with  cheerfulness  and 
intelligence,  even  though  I  may  neither  understand  the  questions 
nor  the  replies.  I  go  to  the  playground,  and  see  there  that  Indian 
children  can  laugh  and  romp  and  sing  much  as  British  children  do. 
Here  gathered  in  two  orphanages  are  the  future  fathers  and 
mothers  of  Indian  families,  carefully  instructed  in  the  truths  of 
our  Christian  religion,  leading  cheerful  lives,  trained,  we  trust,  for 
future  usefulness,  and  likely  ever  to  remember  with  affection  the 
Christian  home  provided  for  them  by  Him  who  is  the  father  of 
the  fatherless.  Surely  real  work  is  done  here.  Mrs.  Elmsbie, 
the  superintendent  of  the  orphanages,  rules  by  love;  and  when  I 
see  that  lady  caressing  a  dark  baby,  or  in  most  winning  tones 
telling  her  class  of  the  Saviour  to  whom  she  is  seeking  to  lead  the 
lambs,  I  feel  what  a  marvellous  power  there  is  in  Christian  love. 

And  now  let  me  say  something  regarding  the  zenana  mission, 
to  which  I  myself  more  especially  belong.  What  kind  of  work  has 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  newly  arrived? 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  mention  twenty-two  schools  in  which 
Miss  Wauton  and  Miss  Hasell  have  been  allowed  to  teach  the 
Bible.  These  schools  contain  not  Christians,  but  Hindoos,  Mo- 
hammedans, and  Likhs,  those  who,  without  these  ladies,  would 
probably  know  nothing  of  religion,  but  the  fallacies  of  Islamism, 
or  the  more  revolting  mummeries  of  idol- worship.  I  went  to  one 
of  these  schools  with  Miss  Hasell,  and  was  exceedingly  impressed 
by  what  I  beheld.  There  were  about  twenty-five  persons  present, 
grown-up  women  as  well  as  girls,  in  the  strange  varieties  of  Indian 
costume,  with  bracelets,  anklets,  and  nose-rings.  There  were 
attentive  and  apparently  interested  listeners,  as  my  companion 
with  enviable  fluency  told  them  the  life-giving  truths  of  the  gos- 
pel. The  missionary  lady  spoke  till  her  voice  utterly  failed  her; 
and  then  the  scholars  sang  hymns  —  Christian  hymns  —  to  their 
own  wild  native  airs,  with  a  heartiness  which  reminded  me  of  our 
own  people  singing  Mr.  Sankey's  popular  songs.  Will  not  these 
hymns  haunt  the  memories  of  those  who  have  learned  them?  Will 
not  the  old,  old  story  find  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  those  who  heard 
it  from  the  lips  of  the  English  lady  ?  Let  it  be  remembered  that 
not  one  in  that  school  is  a  professed  Christian,  except  the  teacher, 
a  native  woman  whose  baptism  I  witnessed  not  a  fortnight  ago. 
The  power  of  teaching  the  Bible  in  twenty-two  native  schools 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  wonderful  power  for  good.     It  is  a  formidable 
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weapon  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  earnestly  engaging  in  a 
warfare  against  Satan  in  this  stronghold  of  idolatry,  the  religions 
capital  of  the  Punjab.  Christian  hymns  and  Christian  truths  will 
be  carried  into  hundreds  of  Hindoo  and  Mohammedan  homes. 
Surely  there  is  real  work  done  here. 

There  is  also  visiting  in  native  houses.  Of  this,  as  yet,  I  can 
give  but  a  meagre  account,  though  I  have  been  into  the  dwellings 
of  both  heathen  and  Christian  natives.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
influence  for  good  is  exerted.  I  have  seen  a  sweet  lady  tenderly 
pleading  with  the  Mohammedan  wife  of  a  native  convert,  and 
kneeling  down  to  unite  in  prayer  with  the  husband  for  her  whose 
heart  is  yet  as  the  closed  door  at  which  the  Saviour  is  knocking. 
I  hear  of  a  Begum  ready  for  —  eager  for  —  baptism;  and  day  by 
day  new  cases  of  interest  arise.  The  leaven  is  spreading,  the  quiet 
influence  of  Christian  work  is  making  itself  felt.  Real  work  is 
being  done  in  the  houses  of  the  natives. 

Another  instrument  for  good  must  not  be  forgotten.  Four 
native  Bible- women  are  employed  in  this  mission,  whose  labors 
are  superintended  by  the  ladies.  I  have  stood  by  one  of  them 
whose  name  is  Susan,  in  the  Durgiana,  a  large  walled-in  space, 
where  there  is  a  spacious  tank  assigned  to  the  use  of  women. 
There  I  remained  for  some  time  an  interested  spectator,  while  the 
native  Bible- woman,  with  animated  gesture  and  eager  utterance, 
her  whole  heart  evidently  in  her  work,  told  the  group  that  gathered 
around  her  of  that  blessed  faith  in  which  she  herself  found  peace 
and  joy.  It  was  a  very  strange  and  striking  scene;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  by  the  native  Bible- women  real  work  is  done. 

The  work  here,  indeed,  seems  to  me  to  be  so  great  and  of  such 
unspeakable  importance,  that  my  heart  would  fail  me  at  the 
thought  of  my  own  present  unfitness  for  it,  were  it  not  that  I  trust 
that  He  who  may  be  glorified  even  in  our  infirmities  will  help  me 
also  to  do  something  in  this  very  interesting  portion  of  his  great 
field. 

One  other  feature  of  the  Umritsur  mission  I  must  mention,  one 
which  to  some  of  my  readers  may  be  the  most  interesting  of  all. 
I  allude  to  the  native  Christians'  church.  Twice  on  Sundays  we 
attend  divine  service  in  this  church,  a  building  which  for  graceful 
appearance,  and  the  beautiful  order  of  its  arrangements,  might 
compare  very  favorably  with  many  of  our  village  churches  in  Eng- 
land. Texts  in  the  picturesque  Oriental  character  are  conspicuous 
ornaments  in  the  church,  adding  not  only  to  the  beauty  of  the 
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interior,  but  conveying  sacred  truths  to  the  eyes  of  the  heathen 
who,  as  well  as  Christians,  gather  Sunday  after  Sunday  within  its 
walls. 

It  is  a  cause  for  solemn  joy  to  hear  the  deep  hum  of  our  liturgy 
in  this  mission  church  uttered  by  native  tongues;  to  see  men  and 
women  redeemed  from  Paganism  stand  up  together  to  declare 
before  angels  and  men,  "  I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty, 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son,  our 
Lord."  Where  a  devoted  missionary  or  a  Mohammedan  convert 
stands  up  in  the  pulpit  to  preach  Jesus,  and  Jesus  only,  to  an 
attentive  congregation,  shall  we  not  all  bless  the  Lord  from  the 
heart,  and  say  "  Yes,  there  is  real  work  done  here  "  ? 


We  are  indebted  to  our  New  Haven  Branch  for  a  copy  of  the 
following  poem,  which  was  received  and  read  with  great  interest 
at  their  Annual  Meeting  :  — 


Spinning  for  %  Sfortr, 


"  And  all  the  women  that  were  wise-hearted  did  spin  with  their  hands,  and 
brought  that  which  they  had  spun,  both  of  blue,  and  of  purple,  and  of  scarlet,  and 
of  fine  linen.  And  all  the  women  whose  heart  stirred  them  up  in  wisdom  spun 
goats'  hair."  —  EScod.  xxxv.  25,  26. 

Was  it  hut  a  waking  dream 
Formed  by  Fancy's  viewless  fingers? 

Strangely  clear  the  pictures  seem; 
Still  in  Memory's  ear  there  lingers 

Music  of  a  chanted  song: 
Echoes  of  a  woman's  voice 

Oft  are  with  me  midst  the  throng, 
Bidding  still  my  heart  rejoice. 

On  the  desert's  level  dun 
Lay  the  tents  in  dark  and  bright : 

While  the  fiery  pillars  shone, 
Israel  slept  beneath  its  light; 

But  within  one  lighted  tent 
Sat  a  woman  singing  low, 

While  her  eager  eyes  were  bent, 
And  her  busy  hands  intent 

On  a  thread  as  white  as  snow. 
Sweet  and  low  her  murmuring  song; 

For  her  children  slept  around; 
And  the  thread  grew  smooth  and  long, 

All  in  cadence  with  the  sound: 
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"I  am  spinning  for  the  Lord, 

Blessed  distaff !    Happy  hand! 
Bless  the  ears  that  hear  his  word; 

For  I  spin  at  his  command ! 
Not  for  daily  bread  I  spin : 
Daily  is  the  manna  sent. 
House  nor  land  I  toil  to  win: 
Happy  in  this  moving  tent, 
Far  away  in  Canaan's  land, 

Rich  with  olive,  corn,  and  wine, 
Given  by  the  Lord's  own  hand, 

An  inheritance  is  mine. 
Not  my  sins  my  work  demand; 
*      Sacrifice  the  Lord  provides : 
Even  now  my  husband's  hand 

Through  the  wild,  the  scapegoat  guides 
On  that  guiltless  victim  laid, 

All  my  sins  are  borne  away: 
One  shall  suffer  in  my  stead 

In  some  far-off,  future  day. 
I  have  toiled,  in  days  gone  by, 

For  my  children's  raiment  poor: 
E'en  that  need  doth  God  supply, 

For  their  clothes  wear  out  no  more. 
So  'tis  love,  'tis  love  alone, 

Bids  me  sing  with  thankful  song: 
Telling  what  the  Lord  hath  done 

Makes  his  feeble  ones  grow  strong. 
Forth  from  Egypt's  gloomy  land 

Have  his  ransomed  people  come ; 
Through  the  desert  shall  his  hand 

Guide  our  children  safely  home. 
Through  the  ocean's  depths  we  trod, 

Praised  him  on  the  Bed  Sea  shore; 
Saw,  when  swayed  by  Moses'  rod, 

O'er  our  foes  its  billows  roar; 
Tasted  how  his  wondrous  power 

Made  salt  Marah's  waters  sweet; 
Praised  him  when  to  Elim's  bower 

He  had  led  our  weary  feet ; 
Heard  the  dreadful  trumpet  thrill, 

Shaking  Sinai's  hill; 
Saw  the  cloud,  the  smoke,  the  flame, 

From  its  riven  rocks  that  came ; 
Shuddering,  knelt  we  to  implore, 

We  might  hear  his  voice  no  more ; 
Yet  that  voice  hath  many  a  tone, 

Not  in  thunder,  not  in  wrath, 
22 


338  LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 

Speaks  he  to  the  heart  alone, 

Cheers  me  on  the  desert  path, 
Tells  me  that  his  name  is  Love. 

At  the  thought  my  eyes  grow  dim, 
Blessed  proof  all  thanks  above, 

He  will  let  me  work  for  him! 
He  shall  have  my  very  best! 

Thread,  thou  must  be  smooth  and  fine : 
So,  while  others  round  me  rest, 

I  am  spinning  for  his  shrine. 
Rougher  work  may  well  be  done 

"While  the  sun  is  hot  and  bright, 
But  the  smoothest  thread  is  spun 

In  the  dewy  cool  of  night. 
And  a  pleasant  thought  will  come,  — 

Not  alone  my  work  I  do ; 
"Well  I  know  in  many  a  home 

Sit  my  sisters  spinning  too ; 
Out  of  sight,  and  oft  unknown, 

Thus  our  separate  work  we  ply ; 
But,  when  all  our  threads  are  spun, 

They  shall  mingle  by  and  by,  — 
Different  threads,  yet  all  unite : 

Blue  and  crimson  lend  their  dyes ; 
"While  my  thread  is  stainless  white 

As  the  manna  from  the  skies. 
Soon  I  know  that  larger  groups 

Glad  will  bring  their  treasured  store, 
When  the  women  throng  in  troops 

Bound  the  tabernacle  door. 
Scattered  here,  we  there  unite; 

Gladly  there  our  hands  shall  bring 
Gold  and  gem,  and  mirror  bright, 

For  the  temple  of  our  King. 
Soon  the  time  for  gifts  is  o'er; 

Quickly  must  my  thread  be  spun, 
Ere  God  says,  'I  need  no  more.' 

I  am  spinning,  Lord,  for  thee ; 
Thou  wilt  keep  my  hands  from  stain: 

Now  I  rest  that  I  may  be 
Beady  for  thy  work  again." 


"  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing;  for  in  due  season  we 
shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." 

"Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  forever;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is 
everlasting  strength." 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Aug.  18  to  Sept.  18, 1876. 

MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Woodbury 
8.  Dana,  Treas.,  Madison,  Aux., 
$10;  Bath,  Miss  Annie  L.  Pal- 
mer, $67;  Central  Ch.,  "Mis- 
sion-circle," $7.60;  Waterford, 
Aux.,  with  prev.  contri.  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  William  W. 
Kilboum,  $13;  East  Machias, 
two  ladies,  $1 ;  Bethel,  1st  Ch., 
Aux.,  $19.50,  $118  10 

Bangor.— Mrs.  M.  C.  Veazie,  5  00 


Total, 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


$123  10 


New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas.,  Al- 
ton, Aux.,  $1.50;  Claremont, 
Aux.,  Japan  Home,  $10 ;  Mrs. 
Ray's  S.  S.  CI.,  $16;  Centre 
Harbor,  Aux.,  $7.50;  Chester, 
Aux.,  Japan  Home,  $10;  Con- 
cord, Aux.,  with  prev.  contri. 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Clara  D. 
Berry,  $12.50;  Dover,  Aux., 
$21 ;  Exeter,  Aux.,  add'l,  $4.23 ; 
Francestown,  Aux.,  Japan 
Home,  $25;  Greenland,  Aux., 
$23.18;  "  Mission  Band,"  $14.- 
78;  Hanover,  "  Faithful  Work- 
ers," $20;  Hillsboro'  Bridge, 
Aux.,  $4;  Kingston,  Aux.,  $15; 
Lempster,  Aux.,  $9;  Manches- 
ter, Franklin-sti  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 
wh.  $90  for  Japan  Home),  $190 ; 
"  Earnest  Workers  "  (of  wh.  $30 
for  B.  R.,  $50  Japan  Home). 
$100;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25 
by  Mrs.  Nancy  C.  Towne,  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $20  Ja- 
pan Home),  $175;  "Reapers," 
Japan  Home,  $5;  Mason,  Aux., 
$17;  Meriden,  Aux.,  Japan 
Home,  $10;  Milford  (of  wh. 
$10  by  Mrs.  Abel  Crosby  as  a 
memorial  of  her  daughter,  Ja- 
pan Home),  $26.78;  Nashua, 
Aux.,  $132i35  (1st  Ch.,  "Vol- 
unteers," $10,  Pearl-st.  Ch., 
"Wayside  Gleaners,"  $10,  Ja- 
pan Home) ;  New  Market,  Aux., 
$13;  Newport,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
$25  by  Mrs.  D.  Richards,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  E.  R.  Ab- 
bott, Japan  Home),  $68 ;  North 
Haverhill  and  Plaistow,  Aux., 
$55;  "We  Girls  "(of  wh.  $25 
Japan  Home,  and  to  const.  L. 
M.'s  Miss  Susie  Clark,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Eton,  Miss  Nancy  O. 
Carlton),  $75 ;  Peterboro',  Aux., 
$26.72;  "Willing  Hearts,"  Ja- 
pan Home,  $5;  Portsmouth, 
Aux,  $26.25;  Miss  F.  Ladd, 
$10,  &  Miss   C.   Martin,   $10, 


&"Wide  Awakes,"  $10.50  for 
Japan  Home ;  "  Rogers  Circle," 
pupil,  Ahmednuggur,  $30 ; 
Temple  ,  Aux.,  Japan  Home, 
$10;  Walpole,  Aux.,  $9,  $1,218  29 
Fitzwilliam.  —  Aux.,  16  35 

Webster.  —  Miss  E.  M.  Buxton,        3  80 


Total,         $1,238  44 

Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Am- 
herst, of  wh.  $25  by  Miss  Eliza 
Tenney  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
$25  by  Miss  L.  R.  Clark,  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  $65  00 


Total,  $65  00 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch. —Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  Treas.,  Burlington,  Aux., 
$65 ;  Barre,  Aux.,  $16;  Straf- 
ford, Mrs.  Susan  B.  Child,  $1; 
Randolph,  Aux.,  $4;  Danville, 
Aux.,  $10;  Windsor  Co.,  a 
lady,  thank-offering,  $10 ;  Cas- 
tleton,  Aux.,  $9;  Waterbury, 
Aux.,  $7.29;  "Band  of  Faith," 
$15;  Mclndoe  Falls,  "A  cup 
of  cold  water,"  $10;  Roches- 
ter, Aux.,  $17;  Chester,  Mrs. 
L.  G.  Whitney,  $2;  Rutland, 
Aux.,  $37.49;  Mrs.  Geo.  A. 
Merrill,  $5;  Hartford,  Aux., 
$25;  Enosburgh,  Aux.,  $11.75; 
Greensboro',  Aux.,  $4.50;  St. 
Johnsbury,  No.  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 
wh.  $100  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
H.  F.  Fuller,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Banks, 
Mrs,  E.  D.  Blodgett.  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Perkins,  $25  by  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Stone  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
$25  by  Mrs.  E.  D.  Blodgett, 
Mrs.  T.  M.  Howard,  Miss  Mary 
F.  Howard  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
T.  M.  Howard,  $25  by  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Walker  to  const,  herself 
L.  M.),  $306.65;  Shoreham, 
Aux.,  $50;  "Band,"  $8,  $614  68 


Total, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 


$614  68 


Belchertown.  —  Aux., 

Bos  ton.  —Union  Ch.,  Aux.  ^  $200 
Shawmut  Ch.,  Aux.,  add'l,  $5 
Berkeley-st.  Ch.,  "  Ladies 
Monthly  Pledge,"  $6.50, 

Boxford.  —  Aux., 

Falmouth.  —  Aux.  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Caroline  Hunt, 

Framingham.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux., 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.  —  Miss 
Lucy    A.    Sparhawk,    Treas., 


$18  25 


211  50 
30  00 


25  00 
50  00 
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Ashfield,  Aux.,  $55;  "We 
Girls,"  $17 ;  Bemardston, 
Aux.,  $26.47;  "Cup  Bearers," 
$3.57;  Coleraine,  Aux.,  $12; 
Conway,  Aux.,  $25;  Green- 
field, Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
James  Newton  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Clara  Swan  Clark,  $25  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  B.  Loomis  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.),  $67.65; 
South  Deerfield,  Aux.,  $23.11; 
Sunderland,  Aux.,  $10;  "  Way- 
side Gleaners,"  $30;  Whately, 
Aux.,  $18;  Japan  Home,  $287  50 

Grantville.  —  Aux.,  91  15 

Groton.— Aux.,  8  50 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.  —  Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clark,  Treas., 
Northampton,  Edwards  Ch., 
Aux.,  $4;  Hatfield,  Aux.,  $65,- 
40,  69.40 

Housatonic.  —  Cong.     Ch.     and 

Soc'y,  11  06 

Lee.  —  Aux.,  261  00 

Newtonville.  —  Mrs.  Jos.  Byers,        1  40 
North  Haclley.  —  Miss  Mary  H. 

Scott,  5  00 

Heading.  —  A  friend,  28  00 

Rowley.  —  A  few  ladies  of  Cong. 

Ch.,  12  00 

Saxonville. — Aux.,  Japan  Home,  56  50 
Sherburne.  —  A  friend,  2  00 

Somerville.  —  "  Willing     Work- 
ers," 5  00 
South    Attleboro\    —    Personal 

friends  of  Miss  Sears,  Mardin,    12  00 
Townsend    Harbor.  —  Sale     of 
gladiolus   bulbs,  by  Mrs.  Lucy 
Proctor,  3  00 

Waquoit.  —  Aux.,  5  25 

Way  land.  —Miss  Susan  Grout,         5  00 
West  Boxford.  —  Aux.,  14  00 

West    Neiobury.  —  1st     Parish, 

Aux.,  8  50 

West  Newton.  —  2d   Cong.  Ch., 

primary  S.  S.,  22  00 

West  Roxbury.  —  Aux.  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Edward  Strong, 
$25;  Mrs.  Edward  Strong  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Osgood, 
Chicago,  $25,  50  00 

Winchester.  —  Aux.,  30  00 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.  —  Mrs.  G. 
W.    Russell,  Treas.,   Phillips- 
ton,  Aux.,  26  52 
Wrentham.  —  A  friend,  1  25 

Total,  $1,350  78 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.  White,  Treas.,  Provi- 
dence, Beneficent  Ch.,  an 
aged  brother's  birthday  gift, 
$10;  Union  Ch,  Aux.,  $125; 
"  Mission  Helpers,"  two  sch's, 
Aintab,  $80  ;  Bristol,  Aux., 
Aintab,  $130;  Slatersville, 
"Mission-Circle"  sch.,  China, 
$70,  $415  00 


Total, 


$415  00 


CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  State  Branch.  —  Hano- 
ver, "Little  Circle,"  $5;  East 
Lyme,  Aux.,  $18;  Griswold, 
Ladies,  $12;  "Pachany  A- 
coms,"  pupil,  Madura,  $30; 
Norwich,  2d  Ch.,  $72,  $137  00 

New  Haven  Branch.  —  Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.,  Bethle- 
hem, $10;  Higganum,  $26; 
Kent,  $10;  Litchfield,  $20; 
Middletown,  South  Ch.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Martha  C.  T. 
Hill,  $25 ;  New  Haven,  Centre 
Cb.,  Mrs.  Dickerman,  $35; 
Norfolk,  "Home  Jewels,"  & 
"  Mountain  Wide  Awakes." 
proceeds  of  a  fair,  $37.68; 
Plymouth,  fr.  Mrs.  Edw.  Lang- 
don  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  Wright,  $25;  Saybrook, 
$28.30;  Sharon,  "Busy  Bees," 
proceeds  of  a  festival  (of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Hattie 
Hamlin),  $34;  South  Canaan, 
$7;  Thomaston,  $46;  Water- 
bury,  2d  Ch.  (of  wh.  $25,  "an 
offering  this  centennial  year 
from  one  whose  health  and 
strength  have  been  spared  to 
earn  it,"  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Milly  Beckwith),  $35;  Water- 
bury,  Y.  L.  M.  C,  for  four 
shares  in  the  Kiyoto  Home, 
Japan,  an  extra  gift,  $100; 
Waterbury,  "Five  Brothers," 
$2.68;  Westbrook,  "Seaside 
Mission  Gleaners,"  to  complete 
furnishing  a  room  in  the  Da- 
kota Home,  $25,  $466  66 


Total, 


$603  66 


NEW  YORK. 

Neio  York  State  Branch.  —  Miss 
Myra  Fritcher,  Treas.,  Hamil- 
ton, Aux.,  $37.22;  Arcade,  $3.- 
50;  Fairport,  Aux.,  $20;  Mor- 
risville,  Aux.,  $5;  Gloversville, 
Aux.,  for  Japan  Home,  $60; 
Syracuse,  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
$317.00,  —  $442.72,  expenses  .30, 
leaving  a  balance  of,  442  42 

Homer.  —  Mrs.  C.  M.  Woodward, 
$5;  Mrs.  R.  R.  Green,  $5;  Mrs. 
H.  Devor,  $1,  11  00 


Total, 

$453  42 

CANADA. 

Sherbrooke. 

—  Mrs.  A.  Duff, 

$5  00 

Total,  $5  00 

General  Funds,  $4,804  08 

Fern.  Dep.  of  Armenia  College,      65  00 
"  Life  and  Light,"  152  45 

Weekly  Pledge,  3  85 

Leaflets,  45 

Legacy  of  Sarah  Archer  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  500  00 

Total,    $5,525  83     ' 
Miss  Emma  Carrttth.  Asst.  Treas. 


CENTRAL   TURKEY. 
TOUR  AMONG  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

Miss  Spencer,  writing  to  the  ladies  of  Owosso,  Mich.,  under 
date  of  June  17,  says,  — 

"  We  had  planned  to  start  for  Sis  on  Monday  ;  but,  when  the 
time  came,  the  animals  we  had  engaged  were  lacking.  They  did 
not  arrive  till  late  Tuesday  morning;  and  then  one  of  them  had  to 
be  taken  down  to  the  market,  and  shod:  so  it  was  after  nine  o'clock 
when  we  finally  started.  Our  hats  and  parasols  were  furnished 
with  white  coverings  ;  and,  when  outside  the  city,  we  found  a 
breeze  stirring;  so  that  we  did  not  feel  the  heat  as  we  had  ex- 
pected. Three  hours'  ride  brought  us  to  the  Oksoo  (white  water) 
River,  where  we  stopped  for  dinner  and  a  little  rest ;  then  on 
again  for  four  hours  more.  Here  we  found  a  mountainous  district, 
wild  but  beautiful.  Peaks  and  ranges  rose,  one  above  and  behind 
another,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Some  were  beautifully 
wooded;  while  others,  so  steep  that  it  seemed  impossible  for  human 
beings  to  stand  on  them,  were  covered  with  vineyards  almost  to 
their  summits.     Our  finest  grapes  come  from  these  vines. 

"  Rushing  through  these  mountain-gorges,  we  found  the  Gehon, 
of  which  the  Oksoo  is  a  branch,  hurrying  westward  to  the  Medi- 
terranean. Here  we  dismounted,  preferring  to  trust  to  our  own 
feet  in  the  descent  of  the  steep,  rocky  path  which  led  to  the  rick- 
ety bridge  below.  Just  here  an  amusing  incident  occurred.  Mrs. 
Comng's  donkey,  evidently  considering  the  bridge  unsafe,  utterly 
refused  to  cross.  After  repeated  failures  in  the  way  of  coaxing, 
pushing,  and  pulling,  our  men  tried  blindfolding  her;  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  The  moment  she  reached  the  bridge,  she  planted  her 
fore-feet  firmly  on  the  rocks;  and  not  another  inch  would  she 
budge,  except  backwards.  Finally  a  man  working  on  the  other 
side  was  called.  One  took  hold  of  her  head,  the  others  lifted  her 
hind-feet  from  the  ground,  and  actually  walked  her  across  the 
bridge  on  her  fore-feet.  We  stood  in  the  background  watching 
the  performance,  and  laughing  till  we  cried. 
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"Just  beyond  was  a  plateau,  where  we  pitched  our  tent,  and 
spent  the  night.  Near  by  were  two  shepherds  living  in  the  '  black 
tents  of  Kedar.'  It  was  a  pretty  sight  to  see  the  kids  run  to  meet 
their  mothers,  as  they  came  clambering  down  the  mountain-side 
to  be  milked  morning  and  night,  they  were  so  pretty  in  their  play. 

11  The  next  day's  ride  was  almost  wholly  among  the  mountains  ; 
and  oh,  such  scenery  !  Even  Switzerland  can  hardly  surpass  it. 
During  the  day  we  were  caught  in  a  violent  hail- storm,  and  took 
refuge  under  the  trunk  and  branches  of  a  large  sycamore. 

"  The  third  day,  about  noon,  we  reached  Ajemby,  a  village  of 
forty  houses.  There  are  about  half  a  dozen  Protestants,  but  none 
of  them  are  women  ;  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  children, 
if  taught  at  all,  are  instructed  in  the  Armenian  faith.  We  were 
pleasantly  received,  and  conducted  to  a  raised  platform  in  front  of 
one  of  the  houses,  where  they  sit  by  day,  and  spread  their  beds 
by  night,  except  during  the  rainy  season.  Mrs.  Coifing  talked 
some  time  to  the  gaping,  curious  crowd  around  us ;  and  then  we 
visited  the  Protestant  houses,  where  all  listened  attentively,  and 
seemed  interested.  After  supper,  more  Bible-reading,  and  con- 
versation with  the  people  gathered  at  our  tent-door,  —  which  had 
been  pitched  upon  the  flat  roof  of  one  of  the  houses,  —  and  then 
we  retired  for  the  night. 

"Early  in  the  morning  we  went  on  our  way  ;  and  at  one  o'clock 
we  entered  Pazar.  Here  in  the  winter  is  a  Protestant  congrega- 
tion of  about  thirty  ;  but,  as  all  these  come  from  surrounding 
villages  and  towns  to  trade  during  the  cooler  months,  we  found 
very  little  of  interest  at  this  time,  all  but  two  families  having 
returned  home.  In  the  evening,  however,  quite  a  number  came 
in  to  talk. 

"At  five  o'clock  the  next  morning  (the  fifth  of  our  journey), 
we  were  on  our  way,  which  lay  wholly  in  the  Cicillian  plain.  We 
saw  large  quantities  of  red  poppies  nodding  their  bright  heads 
amid  the  wheat  and  grass;  and  the  effect  was  really  beautiful. 
Near  twelve  o'clock  we  spied  a  castle  crowning  a  rocky  peak  in 
the  distance;  and  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  lay  Sis.  It  is  the 
1  sacred  city  '  of  the  Armenians  of  this  region,  being  the  last  resi- 
dence of  their  last  king,  who  was  taken  a  prisoner  to  Paris,  and 
died  there.  It  contains  an  interesting  old  monastery ;  and  in  this 
their  *  sacred  oil '  is  made.  But  the  place  can  lay  no  claim  to 
beauty  ;  neither  is  it  desirable  for  situation,  for  it  is  extremely 
unhealthy. 
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11  We  have  a  preacher,  teacher,  and  Bible-reader  stationed  here. 
There  is  no  church  formed  as  yet  ;  but  a  congregation  of  sixty- 
meet  every  sabbath.  A  chapel  is  in  process  of  erection.  Its  walls 
are  partially  finished,  and  something  of  a  roof  is  on  ;  so  they  are 
able  to  meet  on  the  lower  floor,  which  is  the  ground  itself.  On 
Sunday  we  attended  sabbath  school  and  preaching  services,  and 
were  much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  people.  Monday 
we  visited  thirteen  houses  with  the  Bible-woman.  The  work  there 
seems  very  hopeful. 

"  Tuesday  morning  found  us  on  our  way  home.  The  night  was 
spent  at  Pazar  ;  and  from  there  we  took  a  different  route,  in  order 
to  visit  Neurpet.  We  lost  our  way,  being  misled  by  the  numerous 
by-paths ;  but  there  was  so  much  that  was  laughable  connected 
with  it,  we  almost  forgot  our  anxiety.  We  reached  it  a  little  after 
noon,  and  spent  the  night  and  part  of  the  next  day  among  them. 
It  is  very  beautiful  at  a  distance  ;  but,  as  is  the  case  with  most 
Turkish  villages,  the  charm  vanishes  when  one  is  inside.  The 
filth  is  terrible.  There  are  eighty  houses,  one-half  of  which  are 
Mohammedans.  The  remainder,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Prot- 
estants, are  Armenians.  I  liked  the  appearance  of  the  people  in 
some  respects  ;  but  they  are  all  so  ignorant,  and,  what  is  worse, 
so  much  indifference  and  real  wickedness  is  manifested. 

"  But  Neurpet  was  better  in  this  respect  than  Ajemby.  It  made 
one's  heart  ache  to  see  so  many  children,  girls  mainly,  growing  up 
in  utter  ignorance.  Not  one  could  read  a  word.  Hope  we  shall 
soon  be  able  to  establish  a  school  there.  Ajemby  and  Pazar  have 
a  preacher  who  works  first  in  .one,  and  then  in  another.  We 
reached  home  about  four  o'clock  Saturday,  after  an  absence  of 
nearly  two  weeks." 

q  ■  m 

JAPAN. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  DUDLEY. 

Kobe,  July  19, 1876. 
The  most  interesting  part  of  our  family  is  our  girls.  Twelve  — 
no,  thirteen  —  now  make  up  our  number,  though  several  are  at 
home  through  vacation.  The  house  is  open  to  them;  and  every 
evening  all  meet  in  our  sitting-room  for  prayers  and  a  talk  of 
an  hour.  They  are  so  happy  and  bright,  such  dear  girls,  we  love 
them  quite  as  much  as  is  right. 
We  have  had  a  good  teacher  of  Japanese,  an  elderly  lady  of 
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fifty  or  more.  She  is  finely  educated  for  a  woman,  and  loves 
teaching;  but  she  is  a  strong  Shintooist,  and,  although  she  prom- 
ised when  she  came  to  us  not  to  oppose  our  teachings,  she  cannot 
quite  contain  her  indignation,  at  times,  to  find  one  after  another 
leaving  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  going  after  false  or  "  other" 
gods.  While  reading  Japanese  history  one  day,  where  it  speaks 
of  the  Mikadoes  descending  from  the  gods,  and  of  the  first  ances- 
tors of  Japan,  some  of  the  children  laughed,  and  said,  "  No,  that 
is  a  lie  "  (a  common  expression  here) :  ' '  Adam  and  Eve  were  our 
first  parents."  —  "No,"  she  returned  with  red  face  and  excited 
voice:  "  it  may  do  to  talk  of  foreigners  being  made  of  the  dust  of 
the  ground ;  but  Japanese  are  made  of  better  stuff. ' '  She  has  but 
little  influence  with  the  children,  but  we  cannot  keep  her.  So 
many  prayers  have  been  offered  for  her,  both  by  the  missionaries 
and  the  native  Christians,  it  seemed  as  if  she  must  give  up,  and  I 
think  she  is  intellectually  convinced;  but  her  pride  or  prejudice 
is  great.  She  will  probably  leave  soon.  We  think  for  another 
year  we  shall  ask  Sana  San,  one  of  the  first  Christians,  who  is  a 
teacher,  and  who  also  has  consented  to  prepare  for  the  position  of 
assistant  pastor,  looking  towards  the  full  office  in  time,  provided 
he  can  have  the  necessary  preparation. 

This  question  of  native  pastors  is  a  vexed  one.  We  have  now 
three  churches  :  a  fourth  is  to  be  formed  in  Hiogo  the  first  of  next 
month,  and  one  in  Kiyoto  in  the  early  autumn.  Our  work  out- 
grows us,  and  sometimes  we  feel  over-awed  by  it.  I  spent  a 
sabbath  in  Sanda  a  month  ago ;  and  it  did  my  heart  good  to  see 
families  going,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  a  preaching- 
service.  Forty  or  more  were  present.  About  the  same  number 
attended  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  afternoon,  in  which  there  was 
the  most  perfect  freedom,  the  sisters  joining  in  the  prayers. 
Ninety  in  the  evening  nearly  filled  the  pretty  little  chapel.  Mr. 
G.  baptized  six  there  to-day.  And  here  in  Kobe  our  numbers 
grow.  Our  next  communion  with  its  additions  will  swell  the 
number  to  eighty,  where  only  two  years  ago  eleven  took  their 
lives  in  their  hands,  and  tremblingly  confessed  Christ. 

Hiogo,  where  I  thought  last  winter  the  scattered  seed  would 
surely  be  lost,  so  barren,  so  hard,  seemed  the  soil,  is  beginning  to 
blossom  as  the  rose.  I  think  I  never  felt  God's  power  to  subdue, 
to  break  down  opposition,  to  show  that  his  set  time  to  bless  Japan 
had  come,  as  I  have  in  that  city.  My  class  of  women  there  now 
numbers  fifteen,  and  several  of  them  are  suffering  for  the  truth's 
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sake  ;  but  they  are  growing  under  it.  If  time  allowed,  I  could 
tell  you  much  of  women  who  one  year  ago  had  never  heard  the 
name  of  Jesus,  but  who  are  now  sitting  at  his  feet,  and  learning 
of  him.  I  have  just  received  an  idol  which  has  been  worshipped 
for  more  than  twenty  years.  The  old  grandmother  broke  the 
rest  into  kindlings,  and  burned  them,  laughing,  she  said,  to  think 
how  foolish  she  had  been  all  her  life.  A  neighbor  who  had  heard 
considerable  of  the  truth,  seeing  this,  went  home  and  commenced 
a  similar  onslaught  on  her  household  deities ;  but  her  old  mother 
was  frightened,  and  thought  she  must  be  crazy.  "So,"  she  said 
to  me,  "I  left  two  for  mother,  till  she  learns  more  of  Jesus." 
Last  week  I  went,  by  special  request,  to  see  this  old  lady;  and  the 
mother  from  the  first  home  went  with  me.  We  had  a  pleasant 
call;  and  I  heard  afterwards,  that  at  evening,  when  the  little 
tapers  were  to  be  lighted,  and  placed  before  the  gods,  the  grand- 
mother did  not  do  it:  so  the  daughter  reminded  her  of  it,  think- 
ing she  had  forgotten.  "No,"  she  said:  "  now  I  have  heard  of 
this  Jesus,  I  do  not  want  to  do  it."  That  evening  she  came  to 
our  meeting  for  the  first  time.  The  husband,  in  the  first  family, 
is  at  the  head  of  an  influential  company;  and  the  sabbath  question 
is  the  only  one  that  keeps  him  from  applying  for  admission  to  the 
church. 

I  was  much  interested  last  sabbath  morning,  when  on  my  way 
to  sabbath  school,  to  see  a  watchmaker's  shop  shut  for  the  first 
time. 

I  knew  the  man  had  been  interested  in  the  truth,  but  did  not 
look  for  this  so  soon.  I  found  him  waiting  at  the  hospital  for  the 
rest  to  gather,  and  told  him  how  glad  I  was.  "Yes,"  he  said: 
' '  I  have  known  I  ought  to  do  it  for  a  long  time ;  but  now  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  sell  no  longer  on  Sunday."  Last  evening, 
as  I  met  him  on  the  street,  I  asked  him,  "  Were  you  troubled  last 
Sunday  by  people  who  called  to  buy  ?  "  —  "  No,"  he  said:  "  I  was 
gone  nearly  all  day;  and,  when  I  came  home,  I  staid  in  the  back- 
room, and  my  wife  told  people  I  was  out." 

"But  you  were  not,"  I  said. 

After  a  few  minutes'  talk  he  saw  how  wrong  it  was  to  tell  an 
untruth,  and  how  impossible  to  keep  the  sabbath  in  that  way. 
"  It  will  be  hard,  and  my  friends  will  laugh  at  me,"  he  said  with 
some  emotion;  "but  I  will  begin  again  next  Sunday."      N 

A  few  doors  beyond,  another  house,  a  drug-store,  is  to  be  closed 
from  next  sabbath.     It  is  kept  by  two  women  with  whom  I  have 
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often  talked  on  the  subject;   but  this  neighbor's  example  is  too 
much.  .  .  . 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  finances  are  in  such  a  condition. 
If  the  women  at  home  could  see  the  work  as  we  see  it,  I  am 
sure  there  would  be  no  lack.  Such  waiting  harvests,  such  num- 
bers dying  with  no  Saviour!  And  God  calls  on  us  to  give  them 
the  truth.     Let  us  be  faithful. 


CHINESE   CUSTOMS. 

BY  MISS   CHAPIN. 


Dr.  Blodgett  relates  an  incident  which  came  to  his  knowledge, 
which  illustrates  a  method  not  uncommon  among  the  Chinese  for 
taking  revenge  on  an  enemy. 

Two  men  had  a  lawsuit  about  a  piece  of  real  estate.  Their 
friends  came  in,  and  exhorted  them  to  come  to  an  agreement ;  and 
finally  they  thought  the  matter  had  been  satisfactorily  arranged 
between  the  two  disputants,  when  a  woman  in  one  of  the  families 
took  a  notion  that  their  side  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with,  and 
she  went  to  the  other  man,  and  poured  out  a  perfect  volley  of  abuse 
upon  him. 

These  Chinese  women  might  all  be  called  "daughters  of  the 
tongue;"  and,  when  they  are  angry,  they  scold  and  revile  most 
fearfully.  The  man  was  so  enraged  by  her  abuse,  that,  to  revenge 
himself,  he  committed  suicide  that  night  on  the  premises  of  the 
other  party.  I  suppose  you  will  wonder  how  that  could  harm 
them.  But  it  does  harm  them  a  great  deal;  for  people  are  held 
responsible  for  deaths  that  occur  in  that  way  on  their  premises. 
I  think,  in  some  cases,  persons  have  been  put  to  death  as  if  they 
were  murderers. 

In  this  case,  I  did  not  hear  that  any  one  was  put  to  death;  but 
the  family  on  whose  premises  the  man  was  found  were  obliged  to 
give  him  an  expensive  funeral,  costing  probably  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars, perhaps  making  themselves  insolvent  for  life. 

If  a  wife  commits  suicide,  the  husband  is  held  responsible,  as  it 
is  taken  for  granted  that  his  unkind  treatment  has  driven  her  to 
it;  and,  in  many  instances,  this  is  doubtless  just.  I  am  acquainted 
with  a  family  in  Tung  Chow,  in  which  a  young  married  woman 
was  treated  unkindly  by  her  #husband,  and  she  drowned  herself. 
All  that  saved  the  life  of  her  husband  was  the  failure  of  the  wife's 
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friends  to  bring  a  suit  against  him.  The  law  does  not  take  up 
such  cases,  but  waits  for  accusation  to  be  made  ;  and  it  was 
supposed  that  the  husband  bribed  his  mother-in-law  not  to  bring 
complaint  before  a  magistrate. 

Another  strange  custom  among  the  Chinese  is  to  keep  their  dead 
for  months  and  often  years  before  burying  them.  If  the  family 
are  not  able  to  buy  a  burying-place,  the  coffin  is  kept  in  the  house, 
until  they  are  able. 

In  the  country,  at  the  house  of  a  church-member,  where  Dr. 
Blodgett  often  visits,  he  is  sometimes  put  into  a  room  to  sleep 
where  stands  the  coffin  of  the  man's  father,  who  has  been  dead 
about  ten  years.  These  coffins  are  immensely  thick,  and  are 
sealed  up  very  tightly;  otherwise,  of  course,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  keep  them.  The  delay  in  burying  the  dead  is  not 
always  caused  by  lack  of  means  to  buy  a  burial-place ;  but  sooth- 
sayers are  always  consulted  in  regard  to  the  time  and  place  for 
burying,  and  sometimes  years  will  pass  before  they  decide  that 
the  "  lucky  day  "  has  come.  It  is  astonishing  what  power  super- 
stition has  over  the  minds  of  this  whole  people,  the  educated  as 
well  as  the  ignorant. 

It  very  often  happens,  that  when  we  send  a  servant  to  the  street 
to  hire  a  cart,  he  comes  back  with  the  word  that  no  good  ones 
can  be  found,  as  it  is  a  "  lucky  day,"  and  all  are  hired  for  wed- 
dings, funerals,  &c;  and  we  can  see  a  great  difference,  on  different 
days,  as  to  the  number  of  processions  of  this  kind  that  are  out  on 
the  streets. 

RESULTS  IN  INDIA. 

To  sketch  the  rise  and  progress  of  all  the  missions  to  India, 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  article.  ' '  A  late  official  report 
to  the  British  Parliament  states  that  thirty-five  Protestant  mis- 
sionary societies  now  maintain  606  missionaries  in  India,  includ- 
ing 551  ordained  ministers.  These  occupy  522  principal,  and 
2,500  subordinate  stations.  Besides  these,  there  are  381  or- 
dained native  ministers,  78,494  communicants,  and  a  Christian 
population  of  318,363.  The  native  contributions  to  Christianity 
in  1872,  amounted  to  about  $80,000,  or  over  one  dollar  per 
capita  of  the  communicants,  —  a  liberality  transcending  the  aver- 
age of  Christian  churches  in  England  and  America. 

The  printing-establishments  number  twenty-five.     In  ten  years, 
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ending  with  1872,  they  issued  3,410  new  works,  in  thirty  different 
languages,  and  circulated  1,315,503  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  in 
whole  or  in  part;  2,375,040  school-books,  and  8,750,129  Chris- 
tian books  and  tracts.  There  are  four  great  universities,  twenty- 
five  colleges,  and  thousands  of  schools,  all  imparting  the  science 
of  Europe  and  America.  More  than  200,000  pupils  are  studying 
the  English  language.  "  There  are  also  eighty-five  training- 
schools  for  native  missionaries  and  teachers,  enrolling  1,618  stu- 
dents, and  twenty-eight  female  institutions  of  high  grade  with  567 
students."  — From  the  Orient  and  its  People,  by  Mrs.  I.  L.  Hauser. 


DAKOTA. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  WHIPPLE. 

Fort  Sully,  Aug.  12, 1876. 

I  am  quite  encouraged  with  the  Dakota:  each  day  I  translate  a 
chapter  in  the  Bible,  some  days  two,  read  aloud  the  one  translated 
the  previous  day,  and  study  some  in  the  grammar ;  and  trust  that 
if  I  live  until  the  next  centennial  I  shall  be  able  to  converse 
fluently  with  the  noble  red  man. 

We,  too,  are  looking  forward  to  an  annual  meeting;  but  ours  is 
at  Sisseton  in  September.  To-day  Mr.  Riggs  asked  the  men  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  meeting.  Spotted  Bear  nominated  Gray- 
haired  Bear  and  Crow  Eagle,  two  young,  smart,  and  handsome 
braves.  Natal  objected,  saying  he  thought  the  delegates  should 
be  older  and  wiser  men.  Mr.  Riggs  told  him  the  others  could  go 
too ;  and  they  finally  decided  to  wait  a  week  before  making  a 
selection. 

Two  weeks  ago  to-day  Upijate,  the  boy  who  was  converted  last 
winter,  was  baptized,  receiving  the  name  of  David  Lee.  The 
ceremony  was  at  Hope  Station,  where  he  has  been  holding  sabbath 
services  during  the  summer.  Last  sabbath  he  came  down  here, 
and  a  church  was  formed,  he  being  the  first  member.  We  have 
sent  for  our  letters,  and  now  have  a  church  of  five  members,  called 
Shiloh.  Oh  how  fervently  we  pray  that  God's  richest  blessing 
may  rest  upon  this  little  band,  that  through  these  few  many  may 
be  led  to  the  Saviour!  The  room  was  filled  to  overflowing;  a  half 
dozen  went  away  who  could  not  find  room  indoors.  (This  has 
happened  several  times  this  summer:  the  Indians  ask  Mr.  Riggs 
why  he  does  not  build  a  larger  house  for  services.)     David  came 
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forward,  and  answered  all  the  questions  asked  by  Mr.  Biggs  very 
readily.  He  gave  his  experience  in  a  good  firm  tone;  and,  when 
Mr.  Riggs  asked  if  he  intended  to  continue  in  this  way  one  or  two 
years,  he  replied,  "As  long  as  I  am  able."  Afterward  we  had 
communion  services.  The  people  were  very  attentive,  and  greatly 
interested.  The  services  were  long,  but  no  one  appeared  weary; 
and  in  the  afternoon  the  attendance  was  larger  than  usual. 

Miss  Collins  and  I  have  visited  the  villages,  and  read  to  the 
women  several  times  lately.  They  are  always  willing  we  should 
read,  and  usually  stop  their  work  to  listen.  One  old  woman  said 
it  made  her  heart  glad  to  see  us.  I  gave  a  woman  a  piece  of  soap 
at  my  last  visit.  It  had  the  desired  effect,  and  she  was  at  church 
to-day.  Her  excuse  was,  she  had  no  soap  to  wash  her  baby's  dress. 
They  all  seem  very  particular  about  their  Sunday  attire.  They 
wear  their  best  and  cleanest.  Although  the  colors  do  not  har- 
monize, it  is  pleasant  to  see  them  make  a  difference  when  they 
come  to  the  sacred  house. 

This  afternoon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riggs  have  gone  to  Fort  Sully; 
the  former  holds  services  there  for  the  soldiers.  Mrs.  Riggs  was 
quite  elated  at  the  thought  of  hearing  English  preaching,  as  we 
have  not  heard  any  since  leaving  Iowa  City. 

The  rumors  of  wars,  that  come  to  our  ears,  disturb  us  to  a  certain 
extent;  and  we  know  not  what  the  end  may  be.  Yet  there  is  One 
who  does ;  and,  out  of  this  darkness  and  horror  of  war,  he  will 
bring  light,  as  he  did  to  the  mission-work  from  the  terrible  massa- 
cre of  1862. 

SISSETON  AGENCY. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Curtis,  who  went  out  a  year  ago  to  work  among 
the  Indian  women,  has  been  offered  a  position  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  to  teach  sewing,  cutting,  &c. ,  to  the  girls  in  the 
Manual  Labor  Boarding  School,  and  to  give  religious  instruction 
in  the  school.  As  it  seems  to  offer  her  a  similar  prospect  of  use- 
fulness in  a  more  sheltered  position,  without  the  exposure  incident 
to  visiting  the  homes  of  the  women  during  the  inclement  winters 
of  that  region,  Mrs.  Curtis,  after  consultation  with  the  other 
missionaries  at  the  station,  decided  to  accept  the  offer.  By  her 
own  request,  she  was  transferred  from  the  service  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  for  the  Interior  to  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  believe  she  is  one  who  will  work  earnestly  for  Christ 
in  whatever  position  she  may  be  placed;  and  that,  although  her 
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outward  relations  may  be  changed,  her  missionary  work  has  by 
no  means  come  to  an  end.  We  bespeak  for  her  still  a  place  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  were  learning  to  love  her  as  their  missionary, 
and  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  God's  people. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
for  the  Interior  will  be  held  in  the  Union-Park  Church,  Chicago, 
Nov.  1  and  2,  1876. 

Miss  Williams  of  Marash,  Turkey,  and  other  missionaries,  are 
expected  to  be  present.  One  or  two  original  papers  will  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  practical  questions  connected  with  the  home-work  will 
be  discussed.  The  evening  session  will  be  omitted,  so  that  dele- 
gates from  abroad  may  have  the  privilege  of  attending  Mr.  Moody's 
services. 

Members  of  our  auxiliary  societies,  and  other  ladies  interested  in 
foreign  missions,  are  cordially  invited.  Those  desiring  entertain- 
ment will  please  send  in  their  names  to  Mrs.  Joseph  Haven,  90 
Warren  Avenue,  Chicago. 


A  RETROSPECT  OF   SEVENTY  YEARS. 

A  correspondent  writes:  "We  had  a  stormy  day  for  our 
monthly  missionary  meeting;  but  those  who  reached  the  chapel 

were  amply  repaid.     The  5th  was  Mrs.  M 's  birthday;    and 

her  seventy-five  years'  retrospect,  as  she  reviewed  the  progress 
of  missions  since  her  early  childhood,  was  given  in  most  glowing 
words  of  Christian  love  and  faith  and  hope. 

She  felt  that  no  seventy  years  of  the  Christian  era,  not  even 
the  years  of  the  apostles'  ministry,  had  been  so  full  of  progress 
and  illumination  as  these  past  seventy  years.  She  remembered 
the  early  missionaries,  and  their  hinderances  and  trials;  and  she 
spoke  particularly  of  the  impression  made  on  her  mind  when  a 
young  girl,  as  a  copy  of  a  circular,  written  by  a  woman  (an  unusual 
thing  in  those  days),  fell  into  her  hands.     In  this  circular,  Mrs. 
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Mary  Webb  of  Boston  addressed  the  women  of  the  churches, 
asking    their  prayers    and   labors  for  the    success  of    missions. 

"And,"    said  Mrs.  M ,  "  then,  after  reading  that  appeal,  I 

gave  myself  unreservedly  to  the  endeavor  to  spread  the  knowledge 
of  Christ  throughout  the  earth.  I,  for  the  first  time,  understood 
the  prophecies,  and  took  my  Bible,  and  read  carefully  all  the  glori- 
ous promises,  and  believed  them;  and  ever  since  I  have  done  all  I 
could  —  except,"  she  added  mournfully,  "in  some  sad  time,  when 
worldly  cares  seemed  to  overwhelm  and  engross  me." 


"  Man's  weakness,  waiting  upon  God, 
Its  end  can  never  miss; 
For  men  on  earth  no  work  can  do 
More  angel-like  than  this." 

"  For  right  is  right,  since  God  is  God; 
And  right  the  day  must  win : 
To  doubt  would  be  disloyalty; 
To  falter  would  be  sin." 

"  Fear  not  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell: 
God  will  these  powers  restrain; 
His  mighty  arm  their  rage  repel, 
And  make  their  efforts  vain." 


Faber. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD   OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  Aug.  15,  1876,  to  Sept.  15,  1876. 
MBS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


MISSIONS 


OHIO. 

ClarJcsfield. —  Aux.,  for  centen- 
nial fund,  of  wh.  $1  is  "from 
the  purse  of  a  dear  child  safe 
with  Jesus,"  $3  00 

Columbus.  —  "Busy  Bees"  of 
High-st.  Ch.,  for  Bridgman 
school,  §5;  a  little  girl  for 
heathen  children,  $1,  6  00 

East  Toledo.  —  2d  Cong.  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Collins,    4  00 

Hudson.  —  Union  Miss.  Soc,  for 
Bible-reader  in  Madura  mis- 
sion, 12  21 

Marietta.  —Aux.,  of  wh.  $30  is 
for  pupil  at  Samokov,  §55; 
Young  Ladies'  Miss.  Soc,  for 
pupil  at  Marash,  §10,  65  00 


Mary sville.—  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Coll  ins, 

Plain.  —  Mrs.  Jacob  Minton, 

Ravenna.  —  "A  centennial  offer- 
ing," from  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wood- 
bridge, 

Rollersville.  —  Mrs.  Heman  Mc- 
Daniels, 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $28 
are  centennial  offerings, 


50  00 
1  00 


Total, 


10  00 
1  00 
53  00 
S1S5  21 


INDIANA. 

Orland,  —Aux.,  1st  Cong.  Ch.,    §30  00 
Total,  $30  00 
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MICHIGAN. 

Bedford.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Spencer,  $10  00 

Church's  Corners.  —  Aux.,  for 
Japan  Home,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  Rachel  Wells  L.  M.,  25  00 

Detroit.  —  Young  People's  Miss. 
Circle  of  Woodward-ave.  Ch., 
for  Miss  Pinkerton's  salary,  10  00 

East  Saginaio.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Shattuck's  salary,  91  75 

Jackson.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Hollis- 
ter's  salary,  of  wtl.  $50  from 
"a  friend,"  to  const.  Mrs.  F. 
E.  McNaugliton  and  Miss  Sa- 
rah Turner  L.  M.'s,  105  00 

Kalamazoo.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  of  wh.  $23  are  centen- 
nial offerings,  40  00 

Oioosso.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Spen- 
cer's salary,  of  wh.  $21.74  is 
from  the  "  Ready  Helpers,"         44  84 

Port  Huron.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Pinkerton,  6  22 

Union  City.  — Aux.,  wh.  const. 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Bostwick,  and  Miss 
S.  B.  Clark  L.  M.'s,  57  00 

Vermontville.  —  Aux.*  for  Miss 
Spencer's  salary,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Hance  L.  M.,  45  00 

Wacousta.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Spencer,  9  25 

Wayne.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Pinker- 
ton,  8  00 


Total, 


$452  0G 


ILLINOIS. 


Chicago.  —  Union  Park  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Ken- 
dall, of  wh.  $25  is  a  special 
cont.  to  const.  Mrs.  D.  N.  Van- 
derveer  L.  M.,  and  $25  from 
Mr.  J.  S.  Helmers  to  const  his 
wife  L.  M.,  $107.86;  1st  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Patrick's  sal- 
ary, $42.20;  New  Eng.  Ch.,  for 
salary  of  Miss  Chapin,  $00.58; 
Mrs.  E.  W.  B.,  for  certificates, 
$2.50,  $213  14 

Dan  vers.  —  Aux.,  for  missionary 
children,  10  00 

Evanston.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Por- 
ter, 44  10 

Galesburg.  —Aux.,  of  1st  Ch.  of 
Christ,  of  wh.  $10  are  for 
Health  Retreat,  29  25 

Glencoe. — Aux.,  $1.35;  Golden 
Chain,  $10.65,  12  00 

Godfrey.  —  Centennial  offerings,    13  00 

Granville. — Aux.,  14  00 

Griggsville. —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $30 
is  for  shares  in  centennial 
work,  and  $15  from  Starr 
Memorial  Band,  65  50 

Oak  Park. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $17 
are  for  Japan  newspaper,  the 
remainder  for  Manissa  school,     45  00 

Polo.  —  Aux.,  10  65 

Sprinqfield. —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Evans,  34  25 


Waukegan.  —  Aux.,  $8  50 

Waverly. —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Evans,  and  to  const.  Mrs. 

Edward  Root  L.  M.,  26  00 


Total, 


WISCONSIN. 


$525  39 


Darlington.  —  Aux.,  20  65 

Koshkonong.  —  "  Ladies  of  Cong. 

Ch.,"  a  centennial  offering,  16  00 
Racine. — Aux.,  of  wh.  $24  are 
for  Manissa  school,  the  i-e- 
mainder  a  centennial  offering, 
for  Health  Retreat;  and  con- 
stituting Mrs.  T.  J.  Emerson, 
Mrs.  R.  Canfield,  and  Mrs.  E. 
P.  Kinney,  L.  M.'s,  105  24 

Watertown.  —  Aux.,  15  64 

Wauwatosa.  —  Mrs.  E.  M.  Nel- 
son, to  const,  herself  a  L.  M.,      25  00 


Total,            $182  53 

IOWA. 

Belle  Plaine.  — Aux., 

$6  25 

Sabula.  —  Aux.,    of    wh.    from 

Mrs.  Emerson,  $2;  Mrs.  H.  H. 

Wood,  $10, 

14  50 

Sibley.  —  "A  family  offering," 

5  00 

Tabor.  —  Aux., 

20  00 

Waucoma.  —  Aux. ,  for  support  of 

pupil, 
Wittemberg.  —  Ladies  of  Ch.  and 

10  00 

Miss.  Soc,  a  centennial  offer- 

ing, 

7  25 

Total, 

$63  00 

MINNESOTA. 

Mankato.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Barrows, 

$10  00 

Plainview.  —  Aux., 

14  00 

Total, 

$24  00 

MISSOURI. 

Breckenridge.  —  Aux., 

$8  00 

Kidder.  —  Aux., 

5  00 

Windsor.  —  Aux., 

2  50 

Total, 

$15  50 

KANSAS. 

Manhattan.  —  Aux., 

$12  50 

Total, 

$12  50 

COLORADO. 

Colorado  Springs.  —  Mrs.  Law- 
son,  for  children  of  mission- 
aries, $1  00 

Total,  $1  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Sale  of  envelopes  and  pamphlets,  $4  80 
Total,  $4  80 

Total,        $1,495  99 
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INDIA. 
CAN  A  WOMAN  PRAY? 

BY   MRS.    S.    B.    CAPRON. 

It  was  Friday  afternoon,  June  16.  I  had  just  laid  a  pink  post- 
age-stamp on  an  overland  letter,  and  was  thinking  of  those  who 
were  to  see  it,  when  a  woman  came  noiselessly  to  the  open  door. 
A  practised  eye  detected  the  errand. 

"What  is  it?  "I  asked. 

"  I  have  come  from  Stone  Village.  A  woman  there  has  an 
infant  ten  days  old.  When  it  was  five  days  old  they  gave  her  a 
cold  bath,  and  another  when  it  was  nine  days  old;  and  she  is  in 
a  high  fever.     They  all  said  I  must  come  to  you." 

"  Is  she  conscious  ?  "  I  inquired. 

"Oh,  yes!  she  is  conscious,  but  we  are  very  much  afraid  of 
convulsions." 

Looking  at  the  clock,  I  said  to  her,  "It  is  now  four  o'clock  ;  I 
will  come  at  five.     Go  and  tell  them  so,  and  come  and  meet  me." 

The  village  is  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  directly  west  from  the 

main  road.     We  drove  over  the  smooth  dry  bed  of  a  tank,  and  the 

seldom-used  cart-road  led  us  over  an  open  plain  until  we  came 

quite  up  to  the  village,  and  stopped  near  the  smoking  lime-kilns.    I 
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had  never  been  to  the  village;  for  the  women  of  the  place  who  had 
now  and  then  been  to  see  me  were  particularly  cold  and  almost 
rude,  and  my  Christian  women  had  never  met  a  pleasant  reception 
there.     I  was  glad  to  be  invited  to  it. 

Of  course  the  people  turned  out  en  masse  at  my  arrival.  A  tall 
man  came  forward  to  greet  me,  and  I  followed  him  till  he  stopped 
before  the  best  of  the  houses  in  sight.  I  quickly  surveyed  the 
situation.  The  street-door  could  be  closed,  and  a  door  in  the  rear 
opened,  and  the  jostling  crowd  shut  out.  This  door  in  the  rear 
revealed  a  yard  where  five  cows  were  contentedly  lying.  The  few 
boys  who  mounted  the  wall  would  not  disturb  me.  How  satisfied 
I  was  to  find  myself  alone  with  the  sufferer  and  her  sister ! 

Questions  asked  and  directions  given,  I  said  to  the  sick  woman, 
who  was  lying  on  a  nice  mat,  and  over  whose  distressed  face  was 
stealing  that  look  of  trust  that  I  have  so  often  seen,  — 

•*  Now,  I  want  you  to  listen  to  me.  The  great  God  who  created 
you  and  me  knows  better  than  any  one  else  how  to  heal  you.  I 
think  that  the  very  least  that  you  can  do,  is  to  ask  him  to  make 
you  well.  I  will  ask  him  to  come  now  and  give  the  medicine  heal- 
ing power.     You  would  like  to  have  me,  I  am  sure." 

"Oh,  yes!  "  she  replied. 

As  I  knelt  down  the  sister  drew  nearer;  and  in  that  little  room, 
in  that  obscure  village,  came  upon  me  the  grand  words  that  seemed 
to  fill  the  air,  — 

"  Now,  then,  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did 
beseech  you  by  us."  How  much  nearer  was  I  to  the  court  of 
heaven  than  these? 

To  my  surprise,  the  sick  woman  began  to  repeat  after  me  my 
words.  I  at  once  adapted  them  to  her;  and  the  prayer  went  on  to 
the  close,  she  intelligently  following. 

When  I  ended  I  said  to  her,  ' '  Now  you  can  say  these  words 
to  our  great  God  any  time.  You  will  not  hear  or  see  him,  but 
he  will  hear  and  see  you." 

"I  cannot  pray,"  she  replied.  "You  can  pray,  but  I  cannot 
pray." 

"  Why  not?     You  would  like  to,  would  you  not  ?  " 

"  Can  a  woman  pray?  "  she  asked.  "  Men  may  pray,  but  can  a 
woman  pray  ?  ' ' 

"Why  not?" 

"  Won't  the  Swamy  be  angry  to  have  a  woman  pray  to  him?  " 

"  Our  great  God  will  not  be  angry.     He  wishes  you  to  pray  to 
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him;  he  will  expect  you  to  pray  to  him.     It  is  the  Lord,  my  God, 
to  whom  you  are  to  pray." 

A  faint  smile  spread  over  her  face  as  she  replied,  "  I'll  pray  to 
your  God  to-night. ' ' 

I  went  on  Saturday  night.  Another  sister  had  come  from  a  dis- 
tant village.  After  I  had  expressed  my  satisfaction  at  some  im- 
provement in  the  patient,  I  asked,  — 

II  Did  you  pray  to  my  God  last  night?  " 

The  newly  arrived  sister  abruptly  exclaimed,  "It  is  not  the 
custom  of  our  caste  women  to  pray."  The  other  sister,  however, 
replied,  — 

"  We  did  not  forget  what  you  said,  and  I  asked  her  to  try  to  say 
some  of  it ;   but  she  said  she  was  too  sick  to  try. ' ' 

It  seemed  to  me  so  sweetly  refreshing  to  make  mention  of  his 
great  goodness  and  tenderness,  that  I  felt  that  it  was  being  revealed 
to  these  humble  minds.  They  sent  me  away  with  many  words  of 
kindness. 

On  Sunday  night  when  I  went  again  I  found  the  patient  weaker, 
but  I  still  hoped  she  might  recover.  She  was  most  grateful  to  me 
for  coming,  and  listened  intently  to  all  I  said.  I  observed  that 
the  two  sisters  were  reserved,  though  civil;  and  I  was  thankful  for 
the  presence  of  a  woman  whom  I  have  long  known  and  whose  his- 
tory has  touched  my  sympathy.  She  is  a  sorrowful,  quiet  woman; 
and  she  was  glad  to  hear  me  tell  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  how  often 
he  said,  "I  will." 

On  Monday  morning  the  woman  who  had  first  called  me  came, 
and  deliberately  putting  upon  the  table  this  bottle,  and  that  little 
measure,  and  the  other  little  package,  drew  herself  up  to  say  what 
she  had  evidently  been  repeating  as  she  came  along,  — 

"  You  see,  after  you  went  away,  the  men  came  in  and  talked  a 
long  time.  They  decided  to  send  for  a  native  doctor,  and  he  said 
he  would  stay  there  all  night.  [This  secures  to  him  two  good 
meals.]  He  says  that  the  fever  will  stop  to-night  at  sunset,  and 
that  he  will  come  again  and  stay  all  night.  I  wished  you  might 
come,  but  what  could  I  do?  " 

Of  course  there  was  nothing  to  be  said.  Satan  had  called  in  his 
ally,  superstition,  to  close  the  door  against  me,  and  he  was  now 
awaiting  his  victim.  On  Wednesday  morning  a  Mohammedan 
came  to  sell  lime,  and  I  asked,  — 

"  Can  you  tell  me  about  that  woman  whom  I  have  been  to 
visit?  " 
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"She's  gone, — went  last  night, — they  are  bringing  her  this 
morning." 

How  heartless  his  words  seemed  to  me  as  I  walked  away,  my 
heart  crying  out  in  pain,  "  Gone,  and  gone  where?  " 

Daughter  of  the  heavenly  King !  if,  as  you  come  from  that  room 
where,  exalted  to  heaven  in  point  of  privilege,  you  have  told  all 
youriieart  to  your  Father,  and  have  been  consciously  strengthened 
and  blessed,  if  the  words  flash  across  your  memory  "  Can  a 
woman  pray?  "  I  beseech  you  return,  and,  with  grateful  love  for 
your  own  nearness  to  him,  ask  him  to  have  mercy  on  at  least  one 
woman  in  Mana  Madura.  It  is  fearful  to  see  these  women  go 
blindly  on  to  destruction ;  but  when  I  have  stretched  out  my  hand 
to  one,  and  hoped  that  the  Lord  would  save  her  even  at  the  last 
moment,  and  then  she,  too,  has  gone  forever  beyond  saving,  it  is 
more  than  I  can  bear. 


JAPAN. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  STEVENS. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  from  a  recent  journal  letter 
from  Miss  Stevens,  which  gives  interesting  details  of  Japanese 
customs.  Of  the  house  to  which  the  missionary  families  had 
removed  to  escape  the  heat  of  the  city,  she  writes,  — 

"  The  house  is  very  old,  and  was  once  a  temple  consecrated  to 
the  worship  of  demons,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  their  favor.  The 
mountain  nearest  us  is  supposed  to  be  inhabited  by  them.  Since 
the  government  put  a  stop  to  this  form  of  worship,  some  of  the 
temples  have  been  useless,  while  others  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  cause  of  Buddhism.  This  one  answers  our  purpose  finely. 
Like  all  Japanese  houses,  it  is  divided  into  small  rooms  by  sliding 
paper  doors,  which  we  remove  and  throw  two  or  three  rooms  into 
one.  If  I  want  a  quiet  place  to  study,  I  go  across  the  road  to  a 
level  place  under  the  trees,  where  there  are  three  tombs,  which 
contain,  or  did  contain,  the  bodies  of  three  priests  who  died  long 
ago.  My  room  is  the  one  in  which  the  idols  are  kept.  I  am  now 
using  as  writing-table  the  raised  platform  dedicated  to  their  use, 
which  occupies  the  whole  of  one  side  of  the  room,  and  is  a  con- 
venient receptacle  for  my  books  and  papers.  In  front  of  this  place 
the  priests  used  to  burn  incense  ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  ceiling 
is  a  square  opening  covered  with  a  trap -door,  for  the  smoke  to 
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escape.  In  the  floor  is  an  oblong  hole  with  a  cover,  into  which  the 
dust  was  swept  after  the  service  was  over. 

...  I  was  almost  through  my  letter  this  morning,  when  some 
one  came  in  and  said  the  priests  were  about  to  begin  their  per- 
formances ;  and  we  went  out  to  see  them.  In  front  of  one  of  the 
shrines  is  a  square  place,  enclosed  by  a  low  stone  fence.  In  the 
centre  of  this  enclosure  some  green  logs  had  been  piled,  exactly  as 
a  child  would  place  cobs  in  building  a  cob-house.  This  was  about 
seven  or  eight  feet  high,  and  about  four  feet  square.  Under  this  a 
quantity  of  kindling-wood  was  placed,  and  the  whole  covered  with 
green  cedar-boughs.  Soon  a  procession  of  eight  priests  appeared, 
two  of  them  blowing  conch -shells,  two  carrying  boxes  of  money. 
After  entering  the  enclosure,  one  of  the  priests,  better  dressed  than 
the  others,  seated  himself  before  the  pile,  while  an  attendant 
fanned  him  with  one  hand  and  in  the  other  held  a  sunshade. 
Wherever  the  priest  went  this  man  followed.  Another  priest, 
dressed  in  a  yellow  robe  with  large  scarlet  cord  and  tassel,  also 
officiated.  The  first  was  dressed  in  lavender,  with  green  cord  and 
tassels  ;  the  others  were  wretchedly  clothed  in  old  coarse  garments 
not  very  clean. 

After  the  priests  were  seated  the  fire  was  lighted,  and  they  began 
to  read  the  sacred  writings,  sometimes  one  alone  and  then  several  in 
concert.  At  intervals  in  the  ceremony,  the  first  priest  would  take 
in  his  hand  a  dish  containing  a  quantity  of  bright  pieces  of  paper 
of  various  colors,  and  plunge  them  into  the  smoke.  The  paper  is 
folded  in  a  peculiar  fashion,  and  slipped  into  a  slit  in  a  slender 
piece  of  bamboo,  on  the  end  of  which  is  a  piece  of  white  confec- 
tionery, a  little  larger  than  a  good-sized  chestnut.  This  trinket, 
which  is  a  charm  to  keep  off  misfortune,  is  sold  to  the  people  for 
six  rings  —  six-tenths  of  a  cent.  They  take  it  home,  and  set  it  up  on 
a  shelf  where  the  household  gods  are  kept.  When  a  neighbor  calls, 
he  considers  it  a  great  honor  to  be  presented  with  a  tiny  morsel  of 
it,  which  he  eats,  expecting  it  to  keep  away  harm.  It  made  my 
heart  sink  down,  down,  to  see  men  and  women  rush  so  eagerly  to 
get  these  things.  I  could  see  how  children  might  be  attracted  by 
the  bright  papers;  but  men  and  women,  some  of  them  with  bright, 
intelligent  faces  —  the  whole  affair  was  heart-sickening. 

The  Japanese  government  has  taken  a  long  step  toward  civiliza- 
tion, if  not  christianization,  by  forbidding  the  carrying  of  idols 
from  one  city  to  another  for  the  purposes  of  worship.  Only  a 
few  weeks  ago  an  immense  procession  accompanied  an  idol  from 
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Kioto  to  Osaka.  Our  native  Christians  were  greatly  exasperated 
at  that  time,  because  the  governor  of  Osaka  sent  out  a  procession 
to  meet  it.  The  Osaka  government  seems  inclined  to  try  to  keep 
in  favor  with  all  parties.  It  has  formally  acknowledged  the  right 
of  the  people  to  Christian  burials,  proclaiming  that  the  priests 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  that  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
are  the  ones  to  decide  by  what  rites  he  shall  be  buried. 

.  .  .  Almost  every  day  since  we  came  here  a  number  of  chil- 
dren have  come  from  a  village  about  half  a  mile  away  to  see  the 
foreigners.  They  stand  about  the  door  and  watch  us,  and,  I  pre- 
sume, think  us  very  queer.  It  seems  that,  the  day  after  we  came, 
some  of  the  people  in  the  village  told  the  children  that  there  were 
some  foreigners  in  the  temple  here,  and  if  they  would  come  they 
could  see  us  for  two  rings  ;  so  they  came,  but  they  saw  the  show, 
baby  and  all,  for  nothing.  Some  of  the  Japanese  suggested  that, 
during  yesterday  and  to-day,  as  there  are  crowds  coming,  if  we 
should  shut  our  gate  and  charge  an  admittance  fee,  we  could  make 
twelve  or  fifteen  dollars.  We  might  have  done  so,  and  have  given 
the  money  to  the  American  Board  :  it  would  certainly  have  been 
as  legitimate  as  some  other  ways  of  making  money  for  charitable 
purposes. 

"LET   THEM   ALONE." 

The  question  is  asked,  "Why  do  you  disturb  the  heathen 
women,  in  their  ignorant  content,  with  aspirations  after  what  is 
sometimes  unattainable  ?  Let  them  alone !  They  are  happy  in 
their  way.  Why  make  them  discontented  and  restless  when  you 
are  not  sure  they  will  accept  the  religion  that  is  offered  them?  " 

The  following  sketches  may  give  us  some  idea  of  the  kind  of 
happiness  they  enjoy.  Such  pictures  of  utter  misery  cannot  fail 
to  excite  our  deep  commiseration.  The  first  is  sent  us  from  one 
of  our  missionaries,  who  says,  "It  is  not  a  fancy  picture,  but  a 
real  occurrence  even  in  its  minute  particulars  reported  by  an 
English  physician  in  Constantinople.  It  happened  within  the 
last  year." 

GLIMPSES  OF  HAREM  LIEE. 

It  was  toward  evening.  The  shadows  were  lengthening  over 
the  Boshporus,  and  falling  aslant  the  latticed  windows  of  the 
room  where  lay  a  sick  Moslem  Bey,  too  languid  and  feeble  any 
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longer  to  enjoy  the  play  of  the  blue  waters  or  the  caique's  oar. 
The  shadows  of  life,  too,  were  lengthening  with  him,  and  the 
sunset  hour  had  nearly  come.  It  was  evident  that  another  than 
the  muezzin,  even  the  angel  of  death,  would  soon  call  out 
the  eyzan  of  the  closing  day,  and  the  veiled,  uncertain,  misty 
future,  from  whence  no  light  had  ever  come,  would  soon  open  up 
before  him. 

The  sick  man  neither  heeded  the  gorgeous  crimson  of  the  setting 
sun,  that  lighted  up  the  domes  and  minarets  of  the  city  of  the  faith- 
ful, nor  heard  the  sound  of  hurrying  footsteps;  for  the  last  will  and 
testament  had  been  made,  and  a  man  might  surely  now  die  in 
peace.  But  no,  the  quarrels  and  jealousies  of  the  harem  will 
come  even  here.  The  door  opens,  and  the  head  wife  enters, 
not,  indeed,  with  meekly  bowed  head  and  softened  tread,  or  gentle, 
soothing  words,  but  with  a  bold,  defiant  air,  and  words  that  make 
the  attendant  physician  shudder. 

"  Curses  on  you,"  she  mutters,  "  on  the  day  you  were  born,  on 
the  day  you  looked  on  another  woman's  face !  Curses  on  the  hand 
that  willed  away  a  fortune  and  a  palace  to  another !  May  the  day 
be  dark  when  you  die  !  May  no  waiting  angel  open  the  gates  of 
Paradise  to  you;  and,  when  the  recording  angel  weighs  the  good  and 
the  bad,  may  the  evil  weigh  you  down  to  the  pit !  " 

Such  are  the  words  of  hatred,  jealousy,  and  revenge,  to  be  uttered 
again,  a  few  moments  later,  in  stronger  and  more  emphatic  terms, 
or  rather  poured  out  on  the  heads  of  the  other  inmates  of  the 
harem.  A  door  opens  again,  and  another  enters,  a  daughter  of 
the  first.  Curses  more  fearful  than  the  others  fall  from  the  mouth 
of  the  daughter  on  the  head  of  the  dying  old  father. 

But  what  has  been  the  cause  of  this  strange,  unnatural  proceed- 
ing V  Just  this.  Years  ago  the  man  who  is  now  dying  bought  a 
beautiful  slave  woman  and  made  her  his  third  wife,  and  to  her 
son  he  has  now  willed  the  palace  and  home.  Yes,  the  son  of  the 
waiting-maid  is  to  inherit  the  palace  and  fortune  of  the  father. 
Curses,  such  as  one  fancies  the  lost  spirits  might  utter,  this 
slighted  beauty  breathes  out  with  angry  and  defiant  gestures, 
until  at  last  the  dying  man,  roused  from  his  lethargy,  groans  out, 
"You  furies!  You  have  tormented  me  in  life  by  your  quarrels 
and  your  bitternesses,  and  will  you  pursue  me  into  the  other 
world?" 

The  shadows  deepened  on  the  blue  waters,  until  the  light  had 
faded  out  from  sea  and  sky.     The  old  man  passed  away,  and  was 
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buried  underneath  the  cypresses  on  the  other  shore,  looking  towards 
Mecca.  But  the  fire  of  hatred  and  revenge  in  the  hearts  of  the 
beautiful  hyenas  of  the  harem  burns  on,  and  will  burn  on  forever, 
if  no  kind  angel  of  mercy  breathes  over  them  the  influences  of  a 
higher  and  better  life. 

DEATH  OF  A  HINDU  WIDOW. 

As  a  striking,  though  painful,  illustration  of  the  condition  of 
widows  in  India,  of  whom  there  are  eighty  thousand  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  sixteen,  we  take  from  an  English  magazine  a  letter 
left  behind  her  by  a  young  widow  only  eighteen  years  old,  whose 
sad  death  is  now  recorded. 

"I,  Shrunoti  Kusum  Kumari,  possessing  two  government 
promissory  notes  of  Rs.  510  each,  do  bequeath  them  to  my  sister 
Kadum.  She  can  do  what  she  likes  with  them.  I  have  sold  all 
my  jewels  and  bought  these  papers.  I  give  her  these  of  my  own 
free  will.  I  also  leave  one  neck-chain  to  my  brother's  wife,  and 
all  my  other  possessions  to  my  mother.  I  have  Rs.  140  in  the 
house.  Pay  out  of  this  the  actual  expenses  of  my  funeral.  I  give 
the  balance  to  my  mother. 

"  What  shall  I  say  to  other  people  ?  Where  my  mind  is,  there  I 
am  going.  What  is  the  use  of  my  living  ?  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  go  astray,  and  what  is  the  use  of  my  life  ?  The  Hindu  religion 
is  very  bad  in  giving  early  marriage.  Mother,  I  leave  thee  in 
sorrow.  Forgive  all  my  misdoings.  I  am  going  long  before  my 
time.  I  could  not  ask  forgiveness  in  words,  and  therefore  I  do  so 
in  writirg.  I  was  destined  to  die  in  this  manner.  Let  no  one 
grieve  for  me.  It  is  no  one's  fault.  Mother,  on  account  of  me 
no  one  liked  you,  but  now  every  one  will  worship  you.  My  aunt, 
who  took  care  of  me,  is  worth  her  weight  in  gold;  take  care  of 
her.  I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot  take  leave  of  her  as  I  ought  —  such 
has  be'en  my  fate.  I  pray  God  to  forgive  my  sins,  and  to  save  my 
soul  from  going  to  hell.  I,  who  have  taken  poison,  am  in  a  bad 
state  of  mind.  There  is  no  grief  greater  to  any  one  than  that  of  a 
Hindu  widow.  I  was  only  fourteen  when  I  was  married.  I  am 
now  only  eighteen.  I  see  no  reason  for  suffering  distress  of  mind 
any  longer.  Why  has  God  made  me  a  woman  ?  and  why  should  I 
suffer  so  much  ?  On  account  of  shame  that  may  hereafter  befall 
me,  I  am  giving  up  my  life.  I  have  bought  opium  through  the 
hands  of  the  little  children,  one  and  two  pice  worth  at  a  time,  and 
had  accumulated  one  rupee  and  five  pice  worth,  which  I  have  taken- 
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I  did  not  send  for  more,  through  fear  of  being  detected.  I  have 
taken  nothing  more.  I  have  not  known  happiness,  even  one  day, 
since  my  marriage,  and  I  am  therefore  giving  up  my  life.  Show 
this  to  all  my  friends." 

Is  there  any  happiness,  real  or  imaginary,  here? 


THE   HARTFORD  MEETING. 

One  of  the  strongest  evidences  of  the  firm  hold  of  the  Woman's 
Board  on  the  hearts  of  Christian  women  in  America  is  the  success 
of  our  public  meetings  in  point  of  numbers.  In  this  regard  the 
meeting  at  Hartford  was  no  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Not- 
withstanding the  drenching  rain,  nearly  an  hour  before  the  time 
crowds  of  ladies  were  flocking  into  Pearl  Street  Church,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  the  large  edifice  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
An  overflow  meeting  was  organized  in  the  chapel  of  the  church, 
which  was  also  crowded,  and  it  was  said  that  many  went  away 
without  gaining  entrance  at  either  place.  As  we  saw  ladies  stand- 
ing through  all  the  long  aisles  for  more  than  two  hours  and  a  half, 
we  felt  sure  that  nothing  could  keep  them  there  but  a  warm,  true 
love  for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

At  the  appointed  time,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Mrs.  Albert  Bowker ;  and  the  congregation,  led  by  a  fine 
choir  of  ladies  from  Hartford,  joined  in  singing  "  Be  thou,  O  God, 
exalted  high."  The  Scripture  lesson  was  taken  from  the  fifth  chap- 
ter of  Micah,  giving  as  the  keynote  of  the  meeting  the  words, 
"  Now  shall  he  be  great  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Prayer  was 
offered  by  Mrs.  Moses  Smith  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  and  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Copp,  Recording  Sec- 
retary. 

Mrs.  William  Thompson,  President  of  the  Hartford  Branch, 
gave  a  most  cordial  greeting  to  the  parent  board,  welcoming  its 
members  to  the  hearts  and  homes  of  their  co-workers  in  Hartford. 
Mrs.  Thompson  also  read  a  note  just  received  from  a  lady  friend 
of  the  cause,  containing  fifty  dollars  as  a  thank-offering,  and  fol- 
lowed it  with  an  appeal  to  others  to  follow  the  generous  example. 
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Mrs.  Dr.  Anderson,  in  behalf  of  the  board,  happily  responded 
to  the  greeting,  alluding  to  the  presence  of  ladies  from  the  Boards 
of  the  Interior  and  Pacific  Coast,  and  of  missionaries  from  all  over 
the  world.  She  also  expressed  great  gratitude  to  God  for  his 
blessing  on  the  labors  of  the  home  workers,  and  the  large  returns 
he  had  vouchsafed  in  foreign  lands. 

Mrs.  Moses  Smith,  President  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
for  the  Interior,  presented  the  greetings  of  that  board,  and  spoke 
gratefully  of  its  prosperity  the  past  year,  mentioning  specially  the 
success  of  the  centennial  fund  raised  by  extra  dollar-contributions, 
and  the  unusual  progress  of  the  organization  of  the  work  in  the 
churches.  The  salutations  of  the  Board  of  the  Pacific  were  given 
by  Mrs.  Fisher  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  who  stated  that  that  society, 
though  one  of  great  possibilities,  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  Its  first 
year,  one  of  anxiety  as  to  the  redemption  of  its  pledges,  had 
closed  with  the  joyful  announcement,  "  Out  of  debt.  Money 
enough."  A  telegraphic  greeting  from  this  Board,  which  we  re- 
gret to  say  was  not  received  till  after  the  meeting,  was  as  follows: 
"  2  John  13,  Titus  iii.  15;"  which  being  interpreted  is,  "The 
children  of  thy  elect  sister  greet  thee.  All  that  are  with  me  salute 
thee.  Greet  them  that  love  us  in  the  faith.  Grace  be  with  you 
all." 

Miss  Child,  Home  Secretary,  gave  a  few  reminiscences  of  the 
meeting  at  Rutland,  and  a  brief  resume  of  the  progress  of  the  work 
in  the  two  years  that  had  since  elapsed.  An  interesting  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  society  was  read  by  the  Treasurer, 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Bates,  in  which  there  was  grateful  mention  of  the  dona- 
tions received  during  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  financial  de- 
pression in  the  country.  Yet  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  work 
still  remaining  unpledged,  and  the  large  demands  on  the  general 
fund,  an  appeal  was  made  for  greater  effort  in  the  future. 

A  roll  of  honor,  beautiful  in  design  and  execution,  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Miron  Winslow,  to  receive  the  names  of  those  who  contrib- 
uted to  the  proposed  Home  in  Japan,  was  then  displayed  to  the 
audience,  and  explained  by  Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  Secretary  of  the 
Bureau  of  Exchange;  after  which  Mrs.  M.  E.  Bissell  of  Ahmed- 
nuggur  addressed  the  ladies  in  the  most  happy  manner.  She  com- 
menced by  saying  that  she  brought  salutations  from  Christian 
women  in  India.  Before  leaving  that  country  she  had  told  these 
women  of  the  Woman's  Board,  and  asked  them  what  word  she 
should  bring  to  those  who  were  doing  so  much  for  them.     "  Give 
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them  our  warmest  salaams,"  was  the  reply,  "  and  tell  them  we  are 
praying  for  them. "  This  message  came  from  Christian  mothers 
in  Ahmednuggur,  sixty-six  of  whom  had  banded  together  to  pray 
for  themselves,  their  children,  and  for  the  advancement  of  true 
religion  among  their  countrymen. 

Mrs.  Bissell  then  spoke  of  the  marked  difference  between  these 
women  and  those  who  had  never  accepted  the  truth  ;  recalling 
vividly  one  occasion,  when,  on  her  wTay  to  the  prayer-meeting,  she 
had  passed  a  woman  making  a  pilgrimage  by  measuring  her  length 
on  the  ground  from  one  place  to  another.  With  her  clothing  torn 
to  shreds,  and  her  body  covered  with  filth  from  the  streets,  she 
was  a  loathsome  object,  from  which  the  speaker  gladly  turned 
away  and  hastened  to  the  place  of  prayer,  where  the  cleanly,  ear- 
nest, intelligent  women  formed  a  delightful  contrast.  A  descrip- 
tion was  also  given  of  the  way  in  which  audiences  were  gathered  in 
the  villages,  where  the  passer-by  was  often  charmed  and  stopped 
by  music  when  other  devices  failed,  and  specimens  of  our  familiar 
hymns,  translated  into  Marathi  words  and  tunes,  were  then  kindly 
given.  As  we  listened  to  the  sweet,  plaintive  notes  that  had  been 
given  to  our  old  cradle-song,  "  Hush,  my  dear,  lie  still  and  slum- 
ber," we  were  sure  there  were  tender,  brooding  mother  hearts  in 
India  as  well  as  in  America. 

The  next  speaker  was  Mrs.  Montgomery  of  Marash,  Turkey, 
who  spoke  warmly  of  the  privilege  of  meeting  the  great  company 
of  home  workers,  and  the  overwhelming  contrast  between  the 
darkened  women  among  whom  she  had  labored  in  Turkey,  and 
such  as  those  she  saw  before  her,  —  a  contrast  which  must  be  seen 
to  be  understood.  She  then  invited  the  audience  to  go  with  her 
into  a  Moslem  home  where  the  mother  had  learned  to  know  and 
love  our  Saviour  ;  picturing  her  trials  and  perplexities  in  trying  to 
give  her  children  a  Christian  training;  showing,  also,  the  elevating 
influence  of  the  gospel  in  giving  patience  and  self-control.  Mrs. 
Montgomery  closed  with  an  eloquent  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  unmar- 
ried ladies  sent  out  by  the  Board,  that  sympathy  should  be  given 
and  prayer  freely  offered  for  them,  in  their  efficient,  but  often 
lonely  and  difficult,  labors. 

The  closing  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Harpoot,  in 
her  usual  stirring  way.  She  related  pathetic  incidents  showing 
the  contrast  between  a  Mohammedan  and  a  converted  Armenian 
mother  under  trial  and  bereavement ;  and,  having  strongly  excited 
the  sympathies  of  the  audience  for  the  Turkish  women  in  their 
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wretched  homes,  she  urged  every  one  present  to  renewed  exertion 
in  their  behalf. 

The  large  number  of  missionary  ladies  present,  including  repre- 
sentatives from  almost  every  country  in  the  missionary  field,  were 
then  introduced  to  the  audience  ;  and,  after  prayer  by  Mrs.  Dr. 
Thompson,  the  exercises  of  the  morning  closed  with  doxology. 

The  overflow  meeting,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  was 
addressed  by  Miss  Lindley  of  South  Africa,  Mrs.  Doolittle  of 
China,  Miss  Chamberlain  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Mrs.  Hume, 
Secretary  of  the  New  Haven  Branch,  and  others,  and  was  exceed- 
ingly interesting.  A  spontaneous  offering  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars  was  made,  the  opportunity  being  called  for  by  the 
audience.  We  are  also  happy  to  state  that  our  treasury  has  been 
enriched  by  nearly  a  thousand  dollars,  from  spontaneous  offerings, 
as  a  result  of  the  meeting. 


HEART-REVEALINGS   AT   HARTFORD. 

"TnE  feet  must  walk  for  Christ,"  said  a  sister  "beloved  in 
the  Lord,"  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board  in  Hartford.  So,  day 
by  day,  to  every  meeting  at  the  Opera  Hall,  far  away  from  the 
residence  of  her  host,  she  walked,  while  the  horse-cars  passed  her, 
and  the  fare  was  saved  for  the  treasury.  When  the  rainy  Thurs- 
day morning  came,  she  still  would  have  walked,  saying,  "  I  am 
able;  "  but  with  kind  persistence  she  was  forbidden  to  do  so,  and 
with  a  way  to  ride  came  also  a  generous  augmentation  of  the 
little  store  she  had  secretly  hoarded  for  the  cause.  What  matter 
that  stocks  have  depreciated,  and  dividends  have  failed!  To  Him 
whose  are  all  the  silver  and  the  gold,  sweeter  far  than  offerings  of 
these  is  the  heart's  devotion,  that  makes  light  of  toil  and  sacrifice, 
that  so  the  sweet  tidings  of  the  gospel  may  be  carried  a  little  far- 
ther to  those  in  sorest  need. 

Another  said,  "  I  want  to  make  a  thank-offering  for  this 
woman's  meeting,  held  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  Board. 
Here  is  my  most  precious  treasure,  my  idolized  memorial  of  a 
departed  husband.  It  was  the  first  money  he  ever  earned,  and  I 
have  been  hoarding  it  all  these  years."  Her  tearful  eyes  and  sable 
garments  were  lost  in  the  crowd  a  moment  after;  but  a  twenty-five- 
cent  scrip,  of  the  earliest  issue  of  the  government,  lay  in  the  palm 
where  she  had  left  it,  a  memorial  very  precious  in  the  sight  of  Him 
who  sitteth  over  against  the  treasury.     Another  thank-offering  for 
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that  meeting  was  another  quarter  of  a  dollar;  another  was  ten 
dollars,  another  was  twenty,  another  fifty  dollars,  each  precious 
in  the  Master's  sight,  as  it  represented  the  loving  heart  which 
prompted  it.  Said  the  first,  "I  wish  it  were  more;  but  my 
prayers  go  with  it." 

Dear  sisters,  are  our  offerings  fragrant  with  prayer  as  they 
ought  to  be?  And  do  our  prayers  follow  them,  day  by  day,  long 
after  they  have  gone  on  their  errands  of  mercy  ? 

A  necklace  of  old-fashioned  gold  beads  was  offered  to  the  treas- 
ury a  few  months  since.  Said  the  owner,  "  I  have  not  as  much  as 
usual  to  give  this  year.  These  were  a  wedding  present  to  my 
grandmother  in  1776.  It  may  be  they  will  bring  only  their  worth 
as  old  gold.  Sell  them  for  that,  if  need  be.  But  I  thought  per- 
haps in  this  centennial  year  somebody  would  give  more  for  them. ' ' 

This  incident  was  referred  to  in  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Woman's  Board,  held  in  May  at  the  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Boston, 
and  the  necklace  shown.  But  no  one  said,  "  I  will  take  it; "  and 
with  a  shade  of  disappointment  it  was  laid  away  for  safe  keeping 
a  little  longer.  Too  many  holy  memories  clustered  among  the 
beads  on  that  silken  string  to  be  lightly  disposed  of ;  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Woman's  Board  hoped  for  some  fitting  token  in  ex- 
change, that  the  offering,  precious  as  the  alabaster  box,  might  be 
transmuted  into  life  and  light  for  many  a  darkened  home  among 
our  sisters  for  whom  Christ  died,  but  who  have  not  heard  of  him. 

As  we  were  wending  our  way  homeward,  thoughtfully  ponder- 
ing the  inspiring  words  spoken  at  the  Hartford  meeting  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  a  lady  beckoned  from  her  carriage,  and, 
alighting,  said  eagerly  to  the  writer,  "  Are  those  beads  sold?  "  On 
being  told  that  they  were  still  in  safe  keeping,  she  took  from  her 
pocket  a  check  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and  said,  "Here  is  my 
centennial  offering,  as  an  equivalent  for  them.  Please  return  them 
to  their  last  owner.     Will  you  not  tell  me  who  she  is?  " 

The  beads  had  been  given  on  condition  that  the  owner's  name 
should  not  be  publicly  mentioned  ;  but,  thinking  that  this  generous 
friend  had  now  a  right  to  know,  it  was  confided  to  her.  Eyes 
moistened  and  voice  grew  husky,  as  she  exclaimed,  ' '  That  is  the 
name  of  my  girlhood  friend!"  Afterwards  adding,  "I  am  will- 
ing she  should  know  that  the  necklace  was  purchased  by  her  early 
friend  A — — ,  and  returned  on  condition  that  it  shall  be  kept  as  an 
heirloom  in  her  family,  and  not  disposed  of  again.  Mention  my 
name  to  no  one  else.  I  hope  you  will  keep  my  secret  as  well  as 
you  have  kept  hers." 
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Another  lady,  expressing  at  the  close  of  the  Woman's  Meeting 
her  interest  and  pleasure  in  it,  said  that  she  wished  to  make  a 
thank-offering  for  that  meeting,  but  could  not  then  say  what  the 
amount  would  be.  A  few  days  after  it  came  to  our  treasurer,  —  a 
check  for  five  hundred  dollars. 

How  many  heart-throbs  these  represent,  —  the  twenty-five-cent 
scrips,  weighty  with  precious  memories,  the  hoarded  little  savings, 
the  sacred  family  memorials,  the  dollars  counted  by  scores  and 
hundreds !  The  two  mites  which  fell  into  the  treasury,  tinkling 
down  among  "  shekels  of  silver  and  wedges  of  gold"  were  greatly 
precious,  because  love  prompted  the  offering.  Love  sanctifies  each 
of  these,  and  makes  it  dear  in  the  Master's  sight. 

In  a  day  like  this,  when  sad  retrenchment  is  forced  upon  our 
missionaries  and  their  work,  when  Christ  is  wounded  in  the  house 
of  his  friends  because  of  selfishness  which  sits  at  ease  in  Zion,  it 
is  good  to  know  that  here  and  there  one,  yea,  many  a  simple 
and  humble  disciple,  is  bringing  her  heart's  best  treasure  to  lay  at 
the  feet  of  her  Saviour. 

These  loving  tributes  shun  the  glare  of  publicity,  and  that  is 
well.  But  are  we  sure  that  the  Master  is  unwilling  to  have  it 
known  that  in  these  latter  days,  as  when  he  was  on  earth,  there 
are  hearts  which  love  him,  and  feet  that  are  willing  to  follow 
whithersoever  he  leadeth  ?  Now,  as  then,  it  may  be  said  of  such, 
"  She  hath  done  a  good  work."  M.  B.  N. 


THE   CLOSING  YEAR. 

As  we  near  the  close  of  another  year,  our  thoughts  naturally 
revert  to  the  months  that  are  gone.  In  our  quiet  moments  we 
review  the  story  of  our  individual  lives,  with  their  mingled  record 
of  joy  and  sorrow,  success  or  failure  ;  and,  as  Christians,  we  also 
try  to  recall  the  progress  of  our  religion  at  home  and  abroad.  In 
this  exceptional  year  in  our  nation's  history,  which  was  entered 
upon  with  so  much  hope  and  enthusiasm,  we  may  expect,  perhaps, 
to  see  special  advancement  among  us,  and  much  accomplished  for 
God  and  for  humanity.  With  pardonable  pride  we  look  back 
upon  the  success  of  our  great  exhibition  ;  we  rejoice  in  the  educa- 
tion it  has  brought  to  millions  of  our  people  which  could  be  ob- 
tained in  no  other  way.  In  many  cases,  too,  this  has  been  an 
exceptional  year  for  benevolent  societies,  through  the  gifts  that 
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have  been  received  as  thank-offerings  for  the  blessings  of  a  Chris- 
tian nation.  All  this  we  can  see  at  a  glance;  but  how  much  real 
benefit  will  result  from  it,  whether  a  re-action  will  come  that  will 
place  us  where  we  were  before,  or  whether  we  have  really  taken  a 
long  step  forward  in  steady  progress,  it  is  yet  too  soon  to  decide. 

As  a  society,  we  look  back  on  the  year  as  one  of  reasonable  pros- 
perity ;  and  yet,  as  our  success  depends  wholly  on  the  faithfulness 
and  zeal  of  individual  members,  it  is  only  from  the  record  of  your 
personal  lives,  dear  friends,  that  we  can  measure  our  true  progress. 
Tell  us  how  it  is  with  you.  Has  your  interest  in  our  woman's  work 
waxed  strong,  or  has  it  waned  ?  Have  you  allowed  one  opportunity 
for  work  after  another  to  slip  by  unconsciously,  or  has  every  one 
been  seized  and  improved  to  its  utmost?  We  know  that  many  have 
been  quick  to  see  and  energetic  to  make  the  most  of  every  opening, 
receiving  rich  blessings  on  their  efforts.  We  have  read  it  in  joyful 
letters,  penned  with  grateful  hearts ;  we  have  seen  it  in  faces  lighted 
up  with  new  happiness ;  and  we  wish  to  tell  you  all  how  heartily 
we  rejoice  in  your  success,  which  is  ours  as  well. 

But  there  are  others  who  have  failed,  and  to  you  we  have  a 
request  to  make,  friends.  Try  again.  You  have  often  heard  that 
the  greatest  successes  have  been  organized  from  failures.  May  not 
this  be  true  in  your  case  ? 

Do  you  remember  the  story  of  the  fishermen  eighteen  centuries 
and  a  half  ago?  They  had  toiled  all  night,  and  caught  nothing. 
Exhausted  and  dispirited  they  had  brought  their  boats  to  land, 
and  were  preparing  to  lay  out  their  nets  to  dry;  but  the  Master  met 
them  on  the  shore,  and,  when  he  had  used  the  boat  as  a  place  from 
which  to  address  the  multitude  that  had  gathered  about  him,  he 
turned  to  Peter,  and  commanded  him  to  let  down  his  net  into  the 
sea.  Skilled  fisherman  as  Peter  was,  and  as  familiar  as  one  could 
be  with  the  locality,  having  tried  again  and  again,  in  every  way 
possible,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  any  attempt  was  use- 
less; yet  with  prompt  obedience  he  answered,  "  Nevertheless,  at 
thy  word  I  will  let  down  the  net."  He  had  labored  till  he  had 
no  hope  from  the  ordinary  resources  of  his  craft;  yet  since  he 
whom  he  so  loved  and  revered,  and  whose  power  he  recognized, 
had  so  commanded,  the  case  was  altered,  and  he  let  down  his  net 
once  more.  The  result  was  marvellous  and  most  unexpected. 
The  Master  did  not  take  his  disciples  to  another  fishing-ground,  or 
ask  them  to  try  other  means,  but  in  the  very  same  place,  with  the 
same  boat  and  the  same  net,  success  was  attained. 
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May  it  not  be  the  same  with  you,  dear  friend  ?  With  the  Saviour 
by  your  side,  in  his  boundless  power,  and  with  his  limitless  love 
and  sympathy,  will  you  not  "  try  again  "  ? 


THE   "WELL-SPRING   AND  MISSIONARY  ECHOES." 

We  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to  our  readers  in  regard  to  the  "  Well-Spring,"  a 
well-known  children's  paper,  one  page  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  Woman's  Board 
with  missionary  matter.  The  change  in  taking  the  "Echoes"  from  "Life  and 
Light,"  leaving  the  much-needed  space  for  other  matter,  has  met  with  universal 
approbation  so  far  as  "  Life  and  Light "  is  concerned.  Some  regret  has  been  ex- 
pressed that  the  children  have  lost  the  pages  hitherto  devoted  to  them ;  and,  as  the 
best  remedy  for  this,  we  would  suggest  that  every  child  in  our  families  and  sabbath- 
schools,  as  far  as  practicable,  should  have  a  copy  of  the  "Well-Spring."  In  the 
pages  in  this  paper  we  give  three  times  as  much  matter  as  formerly,  and  it  is 
brought  before  the  little  readers  weekly  instead  of  monthly.  As  the  time  has 
come  for  the  selection  of  papers  for  another  year,  we  wish  to  ask  each  one  of  our 
friends  to  use  her  influence  to  extend  the  circulation  of  the  paper  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  terms  are,  when  sent  by  mail,  postage  prepaid,  weekly,  65  cents  per 
annum;  semi-monthly,  33  cents;  monthly,  16  cents.  Sent  by  express,  or  called  for 
at  the  depository,  weekly,  60  cents;  semi-monthly,  30  cents;  monthly,  15  cents 
Single  copies,  75  cents  per  annum. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 

For  a  second  time  in  the  history  of  the  Philadelphia  Branch, 
its  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Newark,  N.J.  The  sixth  year  was  felt  by  all  to  have  been  one  of 
peculiar  depression,  and  the  Treasurer's  Report  was  not  very  hope- 
fully anticipated.  How  quickly  were  fears  turned  into  joy  on  the 
announcement  of  $1,652.43;  showing  a  gain  over  last  year,  and 
proving  the  very  successful  efforts  of  some  auxiliaries  to  increase 
their  contributions,  notably  the  Baltimore  Society  and  its  Bees. 
Mrs.  Norton  brought  a  greeting  from  Boston,  and  related  the  eight 
years'  experience  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  its  home  work.  Mrs. 
Wheeler  from  Harpoot  told  of  her  work  among  Armenian  women, 
contrasting  their  homes  with  ours,  and  assuring  us  of  the  joy  given 
to  the  missionaries,  as  they  labor,  separated  from  human  sympathy 
and  aid,  but  never  far  from  God.  The  business  session  of  the 
morning  was  divided  from  the  later  one,  devoted  to  the  more  stir- 
ring programme  of  addresses,  by  a  collation  served  in  the  chapel 
by  the  Society  acting  as  hostess. 

To  words  of  welcome  and  cheer,  our  President,  Mrs.  Ray  Palmer, 
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added  "  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little,"  giving  counsel,  and  hold- 
ing up  to  us,  for  example,  what  others  are  so  well  doing,  that  we 
might,  as  we  parted,  "  go,  and  do  likewise." 

Anna  P.  Halsey. 

Cenimnial  Ipgnm, 

[Written  for  the  Hartford  Meeting.] 

From  this  land  of  gospel  light, 
Which  our  sires,  in  deadly  fight, 
Saved  for  freedom  and  for  God, 
Let  good  tidings  go  abroad ; 
Christ  proclaiming  far  and  near 
In  our  glad  centennial  year. 

While  to  thee  we  tribute  bring, 
God  of  nations,  Christ  our  King, 
We  with  other  lands  would  share 
Our  unnumbered  blessings  rare; 
Christ  proclaiming  far  and  near 
In  our  glad  centennial  year.  " 

See  how  China's  millions  stand, 
Waiting  for  an  outstretched  hand; 
Lift  we  them  from  sin  and  shame 
In  our  blest  Eedeemer's  name; 
Christ  proclaiming  far  and  near 
In  our  glad  centennial  year. 

While  from  Turkey,  echoing  far, 
Comes  the  dreadful  din  of  war, 
Let  us  echo  back  the  strain, 
He  whose  right  it  is  shall  reign; 
Christ  proclaiming  far  and  near 
In  our  glad  centennial  year. 

Afric  women,  trodden  low, 
India's  weary  daughters  now, 
Cry  to  us  in  sorest  need : 
Shall  we  not  their  pleadings  heed? 
Christ  proclaiming  far  and  near 
In  our  glad  centennial  year. 

So,  ere  ever-circling  years, 
With  their  conflicts,  doubts,  and  fears, 
Bring  another  century's  close, 
Christ,  victorious  o'er  his  foes, 
Shall  be  King  the  whole  world  o'er 
Lord  of  lords  f  orevermore. 
24 
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A  MISSIONARY   CONVENTION. 

A  delightful  missionary  convention  was  held  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  Oct.  17,  18,  19,  tinder  the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Union 
Missionary  Society,  the  pioneer  of  woman's  missionary  organiza- 
tion and  work  in  this  country.  With  true  Christian  courtesy, 
invitations  were  extended  to  societies  of  all  denominations  to  share 
in  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  the  occasion.  These  invitations  were 
responded  to  in  greetings,  by  telegraph,  by  letter,  and  by  the  liv- 
ing presence;  and  the  proceedings  were  most  harmonious. 

The  morning  meetings,  after  a  half -hour  of  devotional  exercises, 
were  devoted  to  reports  from  branch  societies,  and  discussions  on 
matters  of  interest  connected  with  the  work.  The  afternoon  and 
evening  sessions  were  occupied  with  reports  from  the  foreign  field 
and  missionary  addresses.  Among  the  speakers  were  Miss  Kyle, 
Mrs.  Pruyn,  Miss  Smiley,  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  and  others.  The  meet- 
ings, which  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Pilgrims  (Rev.  Dr. 
Storrs),  were  well  attended,  and  of  the  deepest  interest  through- 
out. Among  the  special  objects  considered  was  a  sanitarium 
to  be  built  near  the  home  of  the  society  in  Calcutta,  for  which  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  were  contributed  at  the  meeting,  and  other 
amounts  pledged.  With  true  progressive  spirit  the  convention 
contemplates  similar  gatherings  in  the  future,  and  the  starting  of 
a  paper  for  children. 

The  hospitalities  extended  to  visitors  were  abundant  and  cordial, 
and  the  occasion  was  one  long  to  be  remembered  by  all  who  parti- 
cipated. 

WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  Sept.  18  to  Oct.  18,  1876. 

MES.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Woodbury 
S.  Dana.  Treas.,  Bethel,  2d  Ch., 
'  Little  Helpers,"  $8 ;  Machias, 
Miss  Carrie  Hill,  $10:  a  family 
thank-offering,  $5;  Aux.,  $22; 
Deer  Isle,  Aux.,  $15;  Water- 
ville,  A  ax.,  $21.40;  Bridgton, 
Aux.,  $5;  Athens,  Aux.,  $8; 
Madison,  Aux.,  $10;  Boothbay, 
Aux.,  with  prev.  contrib.  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Pike, 
$14,  $118  40 


Total, 


$118  40 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

New  Hampshire  Branch.  —  Miss 
Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Treas., 
Bath,  Aux.,  Japan  Home,  $5; 
Bristol,  Aux.,  $14;  Claremont, 
Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Mellen,  $25 ;  Concord, 
"  Wheeler  Circle,"  $30 ;  Dover, 
Aux.,  Japan  Home,  $32 ;  Fish- 
erville,  Aux.,  $20.50;  Goffs- 
town,  Aux.,  $16.15;  Hanover, 
Aux.,  $40;  "Faithful  Work- 
ers," $10;  Henniker,  Aux., 
$10;  Mt.  Vernon,  Aux.,  $14; 
No.  Chichester,  Aux.,  $4;  Ply- 
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mouth,   Aux.,   Japan    Home, 
$32,       .  $252  65 

East  Derry.  —  Aux.,  40  00 


Total, 


$292  65 


VERMONT. 


Vermont  Branch.  — Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  Treas.,  Brattleboro', 
Aux.  pupil,  Marsovan,  $45; 
Windsor,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Sarah  A. 
White),  $29;  Stowe,  Aux.,  with 
prev.  contrib.  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Hardy,  $12.20;  So. 
Hero,  Aux.,  $43;  "Band  of 
Helpers,"  $18;  WaUingford. 
Aux.  (of  wh.  $25,  by  a  friend, 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Harriet 
Simons,  $25,  by  a  friend,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Charlotte  M. 
Townsend),  $81.50;  Pittsford, 
Aux.,  $57;  Burlington,  Aux., 
$45;  Rutland,  Aux.,  $31.15; 
Rochester,  Aux.,  $5;. Mrs.  A. 
C.  Richmond,  $1;  Georgia, 
Aux.,  $6;  West  Westminster, 
Aux..  $7;  Orwell,  Aux.,  $29.25; 
Castleton,  Aux.,  $22.50 ;  West 
Hartford,  Aux.,  $11 ;  Charlotte, 
Aux.,  $16;  Westminster.  Aux., 
$11;  St.  Albans,  Aux.,  $84.60; 
St.  Johnsbury,  No.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$19.19;  Jericho,  Aux.,  $10; 
Johnson,  Aux.,  $  14 ;  No.  Crafts- 
bury,  Aux.,  $20;  Springfield, 
Aux.,  $25;  Waterbury,  Aux., 
$6.17,  ■     $649  56 

Fair  Haven.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  25  00 

Norwich.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and  Soc'y,      1  00 


Total, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


$675  56 


Andover.  — Miss  Lottie  H.  Swift's 

S.  S.  CI.,  Japan  Home,  $10  00 

Ayer.  — Aux.,  15  00 

Berlin.  —  Catherine  Larkin,  2  00 

Boston.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton, 
for  Morilla,  Japan  Home,  $10; 
"  Bethesda,"  Japan  Home, 
$10;  Dakota  Home,  $5;  Union 
Ch,  $33.25,  58  25 

Cambridge.  —  A  constant  reader 

of  "  Life  and  Light,"  25 

Chelsea.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux.,       25  15 
Dalton.  —  A   friend,   $5;   Aux., 

$15.25,  20  25 

Dorchester.  —Village  Ch.,  Aux.,     11  00 
Boston.  —  Aux.,  20  00 

East  Falmouth.  —  Aux.,   $8.23; 

"Helping  Hands,"  $4.24,  12  57 

Granby.  —  "  Willing  Workers," 

Japan  Home,  51  25 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.  —  Miss 
Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Treas., 
Plainfield,  Aux.,  $35;  South- 
ampton, Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Edwards,  $25.05; 
Granby,   Aux.,   $81.12;   East- 


hampton,  Aux.  (of  wh.  $25  by 
Miss  Mary  Col  ton  to  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Colton), 
$93.05,  $234  22 

Haverhill. — No.  Ch.,  Aux.,  Miss 
Martha  J.  Tenney,  to  const, 
herself  L.  M.,  25  00 

Holbrook.  —  Mrs.  E.  Everett  Hol- 
brook  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Mary  B.  Dwight,  $25 ;  Mrs.  E. 
N.  Holbrook,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Elisha  Holbrook,  $25; 
"  Little  Ones,"  $3.20,  53  20 

Hopkinton.  —  Proceeds  Mission- 
ary Garden,  4  40 
Ipswich.  —  A  friend,  to  const.  L. 

M..  Miss  Susan  Kimball,  25  00 

Kingston.  —  Aux.,  5  45 

Lincoln. — Aux.  (of  wh.  $50  to 
const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Julia  Wes- 
ton Hartwell,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Russell),  55  00 

Littleton.  —  Little    C.   M.     H.'s 

Missionary-box,  1  00 

Lowell.  —  Aux.,  14  50 

Marblehead. —  Aux.,    No.    Ch., 
pupil    Miss   Parson's    school, 
$40 ;  "  Little  Missionary  Work- 
ers," Japan  Home,  $12.50,  52  50 
Middleton. — Aux.,  to  const.  L. 

M.  Mrs.  Rebecca  C.  Stiles,  25  00 

Middleboro'  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  12  40 

Newton.  —  Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.,  150  00 

Newton  Centre.—  "Little    Wo- 
men's Mission,"  80  00 
North  Adams.  —  A  parting  gift 

from  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Foote,  25  00 

North  Amherst.  —  Jenette 

Stearns,  6  91 

North  Falmouth.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Plymouth. — Aux.,  8  50 

Rowley.  —  A  friend,  50 

Springfield  Branch.  —  Miss  H.  T. 
Buckingham,  Treas.,    Spring- 
field, Memorial  Ch..  $14.60;  1st 
Ch.,  $19.25;  South  Ch.,  $17.88; 
"Wide  Awakes,"  $15.36;  No. 
Ch.,    $33;    West   Springfield, 
Park-st.    Ch.,    $54.90;    Young 
People's  Soc'y,  $40;  pupil  at 
Talas,  Chicopee,  3d  Ch.,  $39; 
Palmer,  2d  Ch.,  $14.70;  Bland- 
ford,    Aux.,    $12;    "Cheerful 
Givers,"   $5;    Munson,    Aux., 
$33 ;  Feeding  Hills,  $7 ;  Thorn- 
dike,  $5,  310  67 
Templeton.  —  A  friend,  1  00 
Waltham.  —  Aux.,                               9  25 
Well  fleet.  — Aux.,                                3  80 
Winchester.  —  Aux.,  $20 ;  "  Seek 
.   and  Save  Soc'y,"  $8,                     28  00 
Wobum.  — Aux.,  Dakota  Home,    15  00 
Yarmouth.  —  Aux.,                            4  50 

Total,         $1,381  52 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Central  Falls.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and 
Soc'y,  $32  03 


Total, 


$32  03 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Bolton.  —  Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch.,  $  13  30 
Darien.  —  "  Sunbeams  "  (of  wh. 
$40  pupil  Miss  Payson's  school, 
$30  pupil  Mrs.  Bissell's  school, 
$10  Japan  Home)  ;  "Busy 
Bees,"  $25,  105  00 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.,  Berlin, 
Aux.,.  $11;  Stonington,  2d 
Cong.  Ch.,  $11;  No.  Stoning- 
ton, Cong.  Ch.,  $14.83;  New 
London,  2d  Cong.  Ch.  (of  wh. 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Susan 
E.  Dagejett),  $80,  116  83 

Greenfield.  —  Ladies    of    Cong. 

Ch.,  23  50 

Hartford  Branch.  — Mis.  Charles 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.,  Hartford, 
from  friends  (of  wh.  $2  for 
Japan  Home),  $15;  Thank-of- 
ferings given  by  members  of 
the  branch  at  the  Woman's 
Meeting,  $60;  Terry  ville,  Aux., 
$15;  Unionville,  Aux.,  $41.93; 
Berlin,  Aux.,  $50;  Rocky  Hill, 
Aux.,  pupil  Miss  Townshend's 
school,  $30;  "  Fragment  Gath- 
erers," $44.50;  Rockville,  Aux., 
$8,  264  43 

New  Haven  Branch.  — Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.,  A  mem- 
ber, $5 ;  Coiebrook,  $11 ;  Corn- 
wall, "  Hillside  Workers  "  ($30 
for  Madura  scholarship),  $45; 
East  Hampton,  Union  Ch., 
$10;  Guilford,  $1;  Madison, 
to  support  Anna,  $110 ;  Middle- 
town,  1st  Ch.,  $25 ;  New  Haven, 
Church  of  the  Redeemer,  $20; 
College-st.  Ch.,  $20;  East  Ch., 
Children's  Miss.  Aid  Soc'y, 
$10;  No.  Ch.,  to  complete  L. 
M.-ship  of  Mrs.  C.  E.  Brewster, 
$15 ;  Miss  Jane  A.  Maltby,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Mary  M. 
Maltby,  $25;  Prospect,  $1; 
Watertown, "  Little  Gleaners," 
for  Inanda  scholarship,  $30; 
West  Chester,  $15;  Westville, 
"  Cory  Circle,"  for  Ahmednug- 
gur  scholarship,  $30;  Winsted 
($50  to  const.  L.'M.'s  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Adams  and  Miss  Marv  P.  Hins- 
dale), $112.93;  Wolcottville, 
$20,  505  93 

Simsbury.—  Calista  C.  Buell  (of 
wh.  $25  to  const.  L.  M.  Evelin 
L.  Robbins),  33  00 

Thompson.  —  A  friend,  Japan 
Home,  2  00 

Total,         $1,063  99 


Fern.  Hep.  Armenia  College. 
Neio  Haven  Branch. — Stamford, 


Aux. 


Total, 


$10  00 
$10  00 


NEW  YORK. 

Binghampton.  —  Mrs.  Fisk,  Jap- 
an Home,  $5  05 
Sherburne.  —  Aux.,  55  30 


Total, 


$60  35 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia.  —  Little   Elfie   E. 
Reed,  Japan  Home,  $10  00 


Total,  $10  00 

OHIO. 

Mansfield.  —  Mrs.  Edw.  Sturgis,    $5  00 
Total,  $5  00 

INDIANA. 

West  Creek.  —  Eliza  D.  Gerrishto 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Lena  D.  Ger- 
rish,  $25  00 


Total, 


$25  00 


ILLINOIS. 

Oak  Park.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,Dakota 
Home,  $34  50 

Total,  $34  50 

WISCONSIN. 

Royalton.  —  Luna  Eastman,  $1  00 

Total,  $1  00 

CANADA. 

Montreal.  —  Canadian  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  $197  10 


Total, 


$197  10 


HARTFORD,  CONN. 

Offerings  at  the  Woman's  Meet- 
ing (of  wh.  $500  by  a  friend  in 
Hampshire  Co.  Branch,  $100 
for  the  Centennial  Necklace, 
$50,  a  member  of  the  Hartford 
Branch,  $14  from  Mrs.  Ladd, 
Vt.,  $5  from  Miss  Mather, 
St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  $25  from 
Mrs.  George  Warren  Ham- 
mond, Boston,  $1  from  Mrs. 
Rev.  George  B.  Wilcox,  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  $10  from  a  friend, 
$20  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P. 
Bradley,  Birmingham,  Conn., 
Japan  Home),  $813  77 


Total, 


$813  77 


General  Funds,  $4,710  87 
Fem.  Hep.  Armenia  College,  10  00 

"Life  and  Light,"  154  65 

Weekly  Pledge,  8  60 

Leaflets  1  40 

Interest  on  Bartlett  Fund,  300  00 

Total,  $5,185  52 
Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas. 
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CENTRAL  TURKEY. 
TOTTE,  AND  WOEK  IN  ANTIOCH. 

FROM   MISS   SHATTUCK'S   LETTERS. 

On  the  return  of  Miss  Proctor  from  a  tour  in  the  Gawar  Dagh 
region,  I  decided  to  turn  my  face  toward  Kessab  as  early  as  possi- 
ble, and  at  once  began  preparations  in  the  way  of  reviews  of  les- 
sons with  my  classes,  and  gathering  up  things  needful  for  my  life 
and  work.  On  Wednesday  we  had  our  usual  prayer-meeting  with 
the  women  at  the  First  Church;  and  to  me  it  was  very  affecting. 
Few  knew  that  I  was  to  leave,  and  I  did  not  care  to  announce  it; 
but  I  felt  deeply  what  the  separation  might  involve,  after  being 
with  them  through  last  summer  with  its  great  changes.  The 
services  were  unusually  interesting.  The  pastor  himself  seemed 
newly  aroused,  and  the  women  were  fervent  in  prayer.  The  sab- 
bath before,  we  met  our  visiting- women,  and  found  a  new  depart- 
ment of  work  for  them.  In  making  out  the  list  of  houses  for 
each  to  visit,  by  some  oversight  the-  Protestant  daughters  who 
were  married  into  Armenian  families  were  not  given  out:  so  we 
set  ourselves  specially  about  looking  up  such.  We  found  between 
twenty  and  thirty  to  be  visited,  brought  to  church  constantly, 
encouraged  in  their  trying  circumstances,  and  prayed  for  particu- 
larly. There  is  nothing  like  having  some  special  object  in  mind 
to  give  earnestness  to  prayers  in  a  meeting. 

Thursday  and  Friday  were  spent  in  examinations ;  and  on  Sat- 
urday we  had  a  picnic  in  our  yard  and  house.  On  account  of  the 
disturbed  state  of  public  affairs  generally  at  this  time,  it  did  not 
seem  best  to  take  the  girls  outside  the  city  as  we  usually  do;  and 
we  substituted  this  arrangement.  Swings  were  put  up;  and  we 
took  our  lunch  together,  both  at  noon  and  at  night,  in  the  school- 
room that  was  cleared  of  desks.  My  own  room  was  turned  topsy- 
turvy to  make  some  tableaux,  which  the  girls  enjoyed  exceedingly. 
All  declared  that  it  was  much  better  than  going  outside  the  city, 
for  they  did  not  have  the  long  walk  to  tire  them.  I  enjoy  such 
days  devoted  to  the  amusement  of  the  girls  very  much,  generally; 
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but  several  little  things  made  this  an  unusually  happy  day  to  me. 
One  was  the  coming  of  two  dear  girls,  after  dinner,  to  talk  with 
me  of  difficulties  they  had  met  in  their  Christian  life.  .  .  . 

Monday  was  a  busy  day,  as  so  many  of  us  were  starting  off. 
Our  caravan,  including  thirteen  persons,  left  Aintab  about  five  in 
the  afternoon,  and  stopped  that  night  at  a  Moslem  village  about 
Wo  hours  and  a  half  from  the  city.  Our  loads  started  a  little 
before  us,  and  most  of  our  bedding  was  wet  in  a  brisk  shower  that 
came  up:  so  we  had  some  inconvenience  in  arranging  for  the 
night.  We  slept,  or  tried  to  sleep,  on  a  roof;  but  the  fleas  were 
too  hungry  to  give  us  much  peace.  We  rose  by  moonlight,  were 
about  three  hours  in  getting  loaded,  and  off  about  half-past  five. 
The  bells  on  our  sixteen  animals  were  very  abundant,  —  thirty- 
six  on  each  of  two;  and  twenty-four,  twelve,  or  less,  on  each  of 
the  others.  We  could  not  enjoy  conversation  greatly  till  our  voices 
became  adapted  to  the  noise. 

We  reached  Killis  in  season  to  see  Mennoosh's  school  in  session, 
so  different  in  its  appearance  from  what  it  was  last  winter  1  The 
attendance  now  is  quite  large.  Instead  of  asking  at  the  close, 
"Who  has  whispered,''  &c,  she  inquired,  "  Who  combed  her  hair 
this  morning?"  "Who  washed  her  feet  [all  were  barefoot] 
before  coming  to  school?  " 

We  pitched  our  tent  in  the  large  yard  of  the  mission  premises, 
and  received  callers  constantly  till  nine  in  the  evening,  when  I  re- 
tired for  rest,  opening  my  bedstead  outside  the  tent,  near  the  girls, 
who  slept  on  their  little  beds  on  the  ground.  Again  we  were  up 
three  hours  before  starting,  —  it  always  takes  so  long  to  get  things 
loaded,  —  and  were  off  at  sunrise. 

About  four,  p.m.,  we  stopped  for  the  night  near  a  little  Koordish 
village,  where  we  bought  eggs  at  the  rate  of  twenty  for  four  cents, 
and  sour  milk;  cooked  a  warm  supper,  and  had  a  fine  rest  till 
eleven  o'clock,  when  some  of  us  were  again  up  making  preparations 
for  starting,  as  a  long  plain  must  be  crossed,  and  it  could  be  done 
early  in  the  day  more  easily  than  later.  We  fought  sleep  with  all 
sorts  of  weapons  that  forenoon,  and  all  of  us  slept  more  or  less  on 
our  horses,  in  spite  of  our  efforts:  yet  none  fell  while  sleeping. 
Once  only  did  we  halt  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  for  lunch. 
That  day  we  travelled  thirteen  hours.  During  the  afternoon  a  wind 
full  of  dust  was  blowing  all  the  time ;  but  it  was  welcome,  for 
without  it  the  heat  would  have  been  still  more  oppressive.  That 
night  we  had  been  asleep  two  hours  when  a  shower  came  up, 
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and  roused  us  all,  as  every  thing  that  was  not  well  boxed  must 
be  put  into  the  tent.  Then  we  twelve  piled  ourselves  on  top 
of  thern,  and  we  slept  even  there.  Five  hours,  the  next  day, 
brought  us  to  Antioch  before  noon.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller, 
Miss  Pierce,  Hohannes,  and  Garrabet  left  us  for  Kessab,  while 
we  remain  for  a  few  days,  to  work  among  the  women  ;  expecting 
then  to  go  to  Bitias,  five  hours  from  Antioch,  and  the  villages 
of  that  vicinity,  and  afterwards  to  Kessab,  for  similar  work  there 
and  in  the  many  villages  near. 

Yes,  here  we  are  in  the  same  old  Antioch  where  Paul  labored. 
We  see  the  same  old  mountains,  the  same  river,  perhaps  even  then 
bordered  by  as  lovely  blooming  oleanders  as  now.  We  eat  the 
same  kinds  of  fruits ;  and  would  I  could  say  labor  with  the  same 
zeal,  as  great  faith,  and  see  the  same  results  in  the  conversion  of 
souls !  The  church  here  is  small,  having  less  than  twenty  mem- 
bers. They  have  had  several  different  preachers  here,  but  no  set- 
tled pastor.  When  I  passed  through  here  two  years  and  a  half 
ago,  our  Hohannes  was  laboring  here  as  teacher  and  preacher.  All 
were  so  glad  to  see  him  when  he  passed  through  on  Friday;  I 
think  that  within  the  five  or  six  hours  he  spent  here  he  saw  every 
one  of  his  little  flock,  —  all  that  the  cholera  had  spared,  for  several 
were  taken  away  by  it  last  year.  Now  they  have  as  a  preacher  a 
young  man  of  the  seminary,  who  is  married,  and  has  his  wife  and 
child  with  him.  He  and  his  family  are  now  absent  for  a  two  or 
three  weeks'  visit  with  a  neighboring  preacher;  and  his  little  flock 
are  without  a  leader.  We  are  settled  in  the  chapel,  which  is  very 
comfortable.  A  cool  sea-breeze  blows  all  the  afternoon,  and  the 
mornings  are  very  delightful.  Nearly  all  the  women  came  to  see 
us  on  Friday.  On  Saturday,  after  a  good  night's  sleep  from 
which  none  of  us  waked  between  nine  and  five,  pieced  out  by  a 
nap  after  breakfast,  I  felt  satisfied,  and  was  ready  for  work.  We 
visited  nearly  all  the  Protestant  houses.  One  home  we  found  a 
good  deal  disturbed.  A  daughter  was  engaged  some  time  ago  to 
an  Armenian,  and  would  have  been  married,  had  not  the  priest  re- 
quired the  girl  to  be  baptized,  and  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in 
the  Armenian  church,  for  her  purification,  before  he  would  perform 
the  ceremony.  The  parents  could  not  consent  to  that:  so  they  are 
waiting.  I  tried  hard  to  persuade  them  to  improve  the  opportu- 
nity now  open  to  break  the  engagement,  and  save  the  girl  from  the 
darkness  and  ignorance  into  which  they  were  about  to  plunge  her. 
If  the  priest  persists  in  requiring  these  rites,  they  will  not  give  hei 
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in  marriage;  but,  if  he  allows  the  ceremony  to  proceed  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  they  will  give  her  up. 

Such  cases  are  too  common  in  Aintab  and  in  all  this  region.  I 
believe  some  parents  would  give  their  daughters  in  marriage,  even 
if  they  knew  it  would  prove  their  souls'  ruin.  "What  can  we 
do? "  they  say.  "No  Protestants  come  for  our  daughters:  we  are 
obliged  to  do  so. ' ' 

Yesterday,  as  there  was  no  preacher  to  lead  the  services,  I  se- 
lected as  a  subject,  "  The  Early  Church."  (Acts  ii.  37.)  A  young 
teacher  from  Aintab,  who  was  in  the  city,  instructed  the  men, 
while  I  talked  with  the  women.  About  forty  were  present.  At 
noon  they  met  for  a  prayer-meeting,  and  we  taught  the  children 
a  new  hymn. 

To-day  we  have  visited  other  houses;  and  I  find  a  little  encour- 
agement in  their  willingness  to  begin  to  read  the  Bible.  Some 
who  can  read  are  not  using  the  precious  book  at  all.  One  woman 
has  been  in  since  I  began  writing.  I  read  to  her  from  Moody's 
sermons  the  story  of  the  boy  who,  when  dying,  said  to  his  father, 
"I  will  go  right  to  Jesus,  and  tell  him  how,  from  my  childhood, 
you  have  tried  to  lead  me  to  Christ."  She  has  a  boy  twelve  years 
old,  and  the  story  seemed  to  affect  her  a  great  deal;  and,  though 
she  is  not  a  church-member,  she  promised  to  go  home,  and  kneel  in 
prayer,  and  wait  for  a  quickening  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  She  also 
promised  to  read  daily  a  few  verses  from  the  Bible,  and  to  think 
about  what  she  read.  She  said  she  would  come  to-morrow,  and 
tell  me  how  it  was  with  her.  I  have  prayed  God  to  give  me  many 
souls  on  this  tour;  and  I  feel,  as  I  never  felt  before,  the  precious- 
ness  of  souls.  But  I  need  grace  and  faith  more  abundantly.  Are 
you  praying  for  me,  I  wonder?  Don't  forget  me  one  day;  for  you 
do  not  know  when  most  I  am  in  need.  This  part  of  the  field  has 
not  been  worked  by  a  missionary  lady  for  more  than  three  years. 
Visits  have  been  short,  —  generally  only  for  a  single  night,  when 
passing  through  the  city. 

Mennoosh,  Pepe,  and  Iskoohee  are  away:  so  I  am  keeping  guard, 
and  receiving  all  who  call.  An  interesting  company  of  little  chil- 
dren have  been  here  all  day.  All  are  Armenians.  One  or  two 
were  here  yesterday  when  we  sang.  At  first  they  were  very  shy; 
but  at  last  they  came  to  us,  or  we  went  close  to  them,  and  read 
them  a  story.  To-day  they  came  with  more  little  ones,  and  told 
their  names.  They  were  here  at  prayers,  before  our  breakfast, 
but  sat  quietly,  and  listened.    One  says  she  belongs  to  the  "drunk- 


EXAMINATIONS  OF  TEE  SCHOOLS  IN  MARASH.      377 

ard's  family;"  another,  to  the  "  silversmith's  family."  I  called 
them  around  me,  and  showed  them  some  "  Child's  Papers,"  tell- 
ing them  about  the  pictures.  They  were  very  much  pleased,  and 
were  very  careful  not  to  tear  or  soil  them.  Then  I  told  them  to 
run  away  and  play  while  I  wrote  my  letter.  Off  they  went  good- 
naturedly,  but  were  soon  back  again  to  tell  their  childish  griev- 
ances and  pleasures,  as  if  I  were  their  mother.  They  are  bright, 
pretty  children ;  and  I  hope  to  plant  some  seeds  of  truth  in  their 
hearts.  .  .  . 

I  just  heard  a  wedding  sound  in  the  street,  and  wonder  if  it  is 
that  of  the  girl  of  whom  I  have  written.  She  is  to  be  married 
to-night,  I  am  told.  The  man  bribed  the  priest  to  marry  him 
without  the  purifying  rites  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 


EXAMINATIONS  OP  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  MARASH. 

BY   MRS.    COFFING. 

On  Tuesday,  June  27,  the  first  primary  schools,  four  of  them, 
came  together  for  their  examinations.  It  was  to  last  but  two 
hours  :  yet  it  was  a  great  thing  for  these  little  men  and  women. 
They  were  to  stand  up  in  the  presence  of  the  committee  and  others, 
and  prove  that  they  and  their  teachers  had  not  been  idle  the  last 
eight  months. 

These  four  schools  had  a  hundred  and  seventy-four  scholars. 
Of  these  about  one-half  had  never  been  in  school  before;  the 
others  attended  more  or  less  the  year  before,  but  very  few  of  them 
really  knew  their  letters  when  the  fall  term  commenced.  In  order 
to  receive  a  certificate  from  this  to  the  second  grade,  every  scholar 
must  be  able  to  read  well  in  the  Second  Reader  or  the  Bible ;  he 
must  be  well  versed  in  the  outline-map  of  Asia,  and  able  to  repeat 
the  names  of  the  books  of  the  Bible,  with  the  Ten  Command- 
ments ;  he  must  read  any  combination  of  figures  up  to  a  thousand 
and  five  hundred,  and  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  as  numbers  up 
to  a  hundred  and  fifty;  and  must  have  gone  through  the  small 
arithmetic  (it  is  reviewed  in  the  next  school),  which  contains  the 
various  tables  of  addition,  subtraction,  &c. 

Fifty-four  scholars  received  such  certificates,  tied  up  with  a  bit 
of  blue  ribbon,  and  went  home  with  bright  faces  and  happy  hearts, 
having  passed  the  first  crisis  in  their  lives  successfully.  But  there 
were  three  little  ones  for  whom  my  heart  ached.     They  were  of 
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the  first  class,  but  too  backward  to  receive  the  reward.  We  had 
told  them  it  was  doubtful;  but  they  never  entertained  the  doubt, 
and  till  the  last  moment  expected  to  receive  what  the  rest  did. 
How  they  cried  when  they  did  not ! 

Wednesday,  28th,  the  second  primary  schools  were  examined. 
These  were  two,  with  one  hundred  and  sixteen  scholars.  Seventy- 
eight  received  certificates  from  this  to  the  first  grade  of  the  middle 
schools.  When  examinations  were  over  this  day,  we  found  a  num- 
ber of  the  scholars  crying.  They  had  unrolled  their  certificates, 
and  found  the  number  therein  less  than  eight.  Heretofore,  when 
a  scholar's  standing  was  not  pretty  well  up,  we  have  put  him  back; 
and  he  has  been  obliged  to  stay  in  the  same  grade  another  year. 
The  scholars  thus  put  back  are  of  three  kinds:  1st,  Those  who  are 
bright,  but  so  full  of  mischief  they  cannot  find  time  for  their  les- 
sons: these  always  give  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble  when  put  back, 
for  they  know  too  much  for  the  class  they  are  in,  and  are  not  only 
idle  themselves,  but  prevent  others  from  studying.  2d,  Those 
whose  parents  detain  them  at  home  so  much  they  are  always 
behind,  and  fill  up  our  primary  schools.  3d,  Those  who  really  try, 
and  whose  parents  do  all  they  can  to  help  them,  but  who  have  not 
mind  enough  to  understand  the  subjects:  for  this  class  we  are 
willing  to  do  much;  and  some  of  them,  with  double  time,  come 
out  pretty  fair;  but  there  are  others  who  are  so  dull  that  it  is 
wasting  time  and  money  to  retain  them. 

What  were  we  to  do  with  such  scholars?  If  we  did  not  give 
them  the  certificate,  they  would  stay  and  stay  on  in  the  schools. 
To  give  them  such  an  one  as  we  gave  the  good  scholars,  was  to 
tarnish  the  reputation  of  our  school  for  scholarship ;  but,  by  giving 
the  standard  thus  in  the  certificates,  we  hope  to  increase  the  dili- 
gence of  the  first  class,  MTake  up  the  parents  of  the  second,  and  in 
time  get  rid  of  the  third  class,  and  at  the  same  time  save  the  rep- 
utation of  our  school;  for,  if  anyone  complains  of  our  graduating 
mere  sticks,  we  can  refer  them  to  the  marks  on  the  certificates. 
But  we  had  no  idea  that  the  scholars  would  feel  badly  about  the  low 
marks.  It  was  a  hopeful  sign,  that  those  who  felt  worst  were  of 
the  first  class.  Some  who  had  been  marked  no  lower  than  seven 
were  quite  heart-broken,  and  ashamed  to  show  their  certificates,  or 
take  them  to  their  parents. 

Thursday  the  boys'  high  school  was  examined,  or,  rather,  the 
first  class  of  it.  There  were  but  nineteen  scholars  in  this  school. 
The  class  was  examined  in  geometry,  natural  philosophy,  and  Eng- 
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lish,  and  did  credit  to  themselves  and  teacher.     They  have  another 
year's  study  in  this  school. 

Friday  the  middle  schools  were  examined.  The  first  grade  had 
sixty-seven  scholars,  and  twenty-five  of  them  received  certificates 
to  the  next  grade.  The  second  middle  school  had  forty-two  schol- 
ars. The  first  class  was  examined  in  Armenian  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, physiology,  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  This  school, 
like  all  below  it-,  is  composed  of  both  boys  and  girls  ;  but  the 
eleven  graduates  were  all  girls,  one  of  them  being  Rahel.  She 
now  goes  from  us  to  try  her  skill  in  teaching.  I  have  no  doubt  she 
is  a  Christian;  but  she  will  have  much  to  try  her  in  her  own 
father's  house,  and  much  reproach  to  bear  from  her  own  towns- 
people. She  will  commence  teaching  the  last  of  October.  Will 
you  not  pray  for  her  and  her  seven  classmates  who  are  to  teach 
this  year  for  the  first  time? 


INDIA. 
EXTEACT  FROM  MISS  TAYLOR'S  LETTER. 

Maotdapasalai,  Aug.  26, 1876. 

There  are  twenty-four  girls  in  school  this  year.  One  of  the 
new  ones  is  about  sixteen  or  seventeen,  and  is  betrothed  to  a 
Christian  catechist.  She  will  leave  school  in  March  or  December 
next  year,  according  to  her  progress  in  reading.  She  is  learn- 
ing very  fast.  I  do  not  put  her  in  the  examination  classes, 
because  I  want  her  to  progress  as  fast  as  possible  in  the  most 
necessary  things.  She  is  very  handy  with  her  needle,  and  is 
improving  in  her  manners  also. 

There  is  also  a  married  couple  in  school,  —  Abraham,  from 
Perioor,  and  his  wife  Sarah.  I  like  her  very  much.  She  is  pretty, 
very  bright,  and  sensible.  She  is  also  learning  fast.  She  attends 
during  all  the  school  hours,  in  spite  of  her  housework;  and,  out  of 
school-hours  her  hair  is  always  smooth,  and  nicely  put  up.  'Abra- 
ham had  been  in  school  before,  so  he  is  now  in  the  Fourth  Stand- 
ard. He  thought  the  allowance  of  four  rupees  too  small;  but  I 
told  him  that  was  all  I  could  give,  and  if  he  was  anxious  to  stay, 
and  wanted  more  money,  he  must  work  for  it.  After  talking  with 
him  a  little  he  consented ;  and  for  two  months  he  has  been  digging 
for  Mr.  Howland,  out  of  school-hours.  I  like  the  spirit  that  they 
both  manifest. 
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Savuntarum,  who  has  been  in  school  four  years,  must  leave  after 
a  few  months.  But  she  is  a  very  decided  character,  and  they  say 
her  mother  will  not  be  able  to  marry  her  to  a  heathen.  When  her 
older  sister,  who  had  been  in  school  two  years,  —  a  girl  without 
much  decision,  —  was  married  to  a  heathen,  Savuntarum  was 
greatly  disgusted;  said,  "What  kind  of  business  is  this?  "  She 
would  not  attend  the  feast,  but  staid  at  home,  and  ate  cold  food. 
Last  vacation  she  refused  to  be  married  to  a  heathen.  I  think  she 
is  a  real  Christian.  She  is  one  of  the  three  who  united  with  the 
church  last  year. 

A  nice  Shanar  girl,  who  has  been  in  school  four  years,  will  in 
December  go  back  to  her  home  in  Pastor  Eames's  village,  She 
reads  stories  from  the  Bible  to  her  friends  during  vacations,  and 
is  a  good  girl;  but  I  do  not  think  she  is  a  Christian.  I  want  you 
to  pray  for  her. 

I  take  four  small  papers  for  the  school,  — ' '  The  Missionary 
Gleaner,"  "The  South  Travancore  Messenger,"  "The  Sunday- 
School  Magazine,"  and  the  "  Paliar  Tesan,"  from  Jaffna.  After 
the  two  schools  have  read  them,  I  distribute  them  among  the  cate- 
chists'  wives  and  former  pupils.  I  have  opportunities  of  work 
among  the  women,  as  they  come  to  visit  their  children  in  school. 
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WHAT    OUR  AUXILIARIES   SAY. 

As  our  year  draws  towards  its  close,  and  reports  begin  to  come 
in,  our  hearts  are  touched  and  warmed  by  the  earnest  aud  joyful 
words  we  receive  from  our  auxiliaries.  We  feel  as  if  we  wanted  to 
print  them  all;  but,  since  that  is  impossible,  we  snatch  a  sentence 
here  and  there,  hoping  that  others  may  be  encouraged  to  take  up 
the  glad  refrain,  "Oh,  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  make  known 
his  deeds  among  the  people! " 

Rockford,  111.,  says,  "  Our  annual  meeting  this  afternoon  proved 
a  good  meeting ;  and  I  write  you  about  it,  for  I  know  your 
heart  will  be  made  glad.  .  .  .  According  to  the  report,  we  were 
deficient  ninety-two  dollars  in  the  salary  of  our  missionary.  One 
lady  asked  if  we  could  not  raise  the  money  then  and  there,  offering 


WHAT  OUR  AUXILIARIES  SAY.  381 

fifteen  dollars  towards  it.  Another  followed  by  pledging  twelve, 
others  five,  others  three,  others  two,  and  still  others  one,  till  only 
abont  five  dollars  were  lacking;  and  I  believe  that  will  be  made 
up  before  the  close  of  the  week.  After  these  pledges  were  given, 
we  rose,  and  sang  the  doxology,  '  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  bless- 
ings flow,'  with  full  hearts.  We  went  into  that  place  of  meeting 
with  anxious  thoughts  :  we  came  out  feeling  that  we  should 
never  distrust  again." 

The  secretary  of  Owosso,  Mich.,  writes,  "We  are  pleased  to 
state  that  there  is  a  feeling  of  deeper  interest  and  more  general 
intelligence  in  our  church,  regarding  this  great  work,  than  ever 
before.  The  amount  of  our  pledge  to  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  for  the  Interior  this  year  is  one  hundred  dollars,  an 
increase  of  forty  dollars,  nearly  all  of  which  is  raised,  and  we  hope 
to  make  up  the  remainder  in  the  next  two  weeks.  We  all  feel 
like  thanking  our  heavenly  Father  for  the  past  year's  success, 
taking  courage,  and  going  forward." 

This  from  Bipon,  Wis.:  "With  thankful  hearts  we  present  our 
yearly  offering,  feeling  grateful  to  God  that  we  are  permitted  to 
kindle  and  sustain  the  fire  of  gospel  love  on  one  of  the  hilltops  of 
Zion.  .  .  .  While  the  attendance  at  our  monthly  meetings  is  quite 
small,  our  camp-fire  has  never  gone  out;  and  some  are  ever  present 
to  trim  the  lamp,  and  to  offer  incense  unto  the  God  of  missions. 

"We  have  reporters  for  ten  mission-fields,  whose  reports  are 
always  interesting.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Convention  of  Win- 
nebago District  met  with  our  society,  December,  1875.  It  was 
a  meeting  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  The  churches  were 
represented  by  delegates  whose  reports  showed  that  the  great 
North-west  is  girding  herself  to  the  work. 

"Our  anniversary  meeting,  occurring  soon  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Missions,  is  a  marked  feature  of  our  work,  and  always 
calls  out  a  full  house.  It  follows,  and  is  distinct  from,  our  annual 
meeting.  We  consider  it  very  important,  and  would  recommend  it 
to  other  bands,  as  Christians  from  other  churches  prize  these  meet- 
ings too.     If  possible,  we  like  to  secure  a  missionary  to  be  present." 

Tallmadge,  O.  :  "Our  work  for  the  year  has  been  on  the  in- 
crease: meetings  have  been  well  attended,  donations  larger  than 
last  year.  For  the  past  two  years  we  have  had  meetings  but  once 
in  three  months:  this  year  we  have  again  tried  our  first  plan  of 
meeting  every  month,  and  find  the  interest  has  been  much  better." 

Raisinville,  Mich.  :  "When  our  society  was  organized  a  year 
ago,  there  were  but  four  who  were  willing  to  take  hold  of  the 
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work;  and  they  had  to  constitute  the  officers.  Now  we  have 
seventeen  members.  We  shall  persevere,  for  it  is  a  good  work. 
I  do  think  the  Lord  is  blessing  those  engaged  in  it." 

One  from  the  Far  West,  accompanying  a  large  centennial  offer- 
ing, says,  "As  we  have  tried  in  a  measure  to  follow  the  teach- 
ings of  our  text  for  the  year,  which  is,  '  But  to  do  good,  and  to 
communicate,  forget  not ;  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is  well 
pleased,'  shall  we  not  add  this  one  for  the  coming  year? — 'Be 
ye  steadfast,  unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.'" 

How  many  of  these  dear  friends  say  they  are  "encouraged"! 
How  many  times  are  the  words  ' '  grateful "  and  ' '  privilege  "  and 
"joy  "  used  in  these  reports!  And  if  the  authors  of  those  books 
could  see  how  many  times  the  reports  say,  "We  took  a  special 
subscription,  and  bought  '  Romance  of  Missions,'  and  have  found 
it  very  helpful;  "  or,  "  '  Twenty  Years  among  the  Mexicans  '  has 
been  read  in  our  society  with  great  interest," — they  would  feel 
that  their  weary  hours  of  work  with  pen  and  brain  had  not 
been  wasted. 


RECEIPTS    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD  OF 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


MISSIONS 


From  Sept.  15  to  Oct.  16,  1876. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Akron.  —  Aux.,  $10  00 

Alexandria.  —  Aux.,  12  00 

Atwater.  —  Aux.,  18  25 

Cincinnati.  —  Aux.,  of  7th-st. 
Cong.  Ch.,  for  Bible-reader  at 
Sis,  45  00 

Columbus.  —  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$7.97;  "Cheerful  Givers," 
$18.80;  High-st.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$12.00,  38  77 

Conneaut. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Whipple,  50  00 

Edinburg.  —  Aux.,  30  00 

Elyria.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss 

Malthie,  $64.56;  by  Miss 

Williams  of  Marash,  "  for 
something  that  would  not  be 
but  for  this,"  $45,  109  56 

Mount  Vernon.  —  Young  Ladies' 
Miss.  Circle,  for  Mrs.  Mum- 
ford's  tours,  16  50 

Oberlin. — Aux.,  for  Mrs.  Mum- 
ford's  salary,  75  00 

Painesville.  —  Lake  Erie  Sem., 
toward  redeeming  pledges,  10  00 


Plain.  —  Mrs.  Philetta  Minton,  a 
centennial  offering, 

Pittsfield.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  in 
Mrs.  Coffing's  school,  and  to 

•  const.  Mrs.  D.  L.  Baldwin 
L.  M., 

Tallmadge.  —  Aux., 

Wanseon.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Col- 
lins, $10;  remainder  for  cen- 
tennial fund, 

Wellington.  —  Aux.,  for  cent, 
fund,  $35;  "Mite  Gleaners," 
$7, 


$1  00 


25  00 
31  00 


14  00 


Total, 


$42  00 

$528  08 


Angola.  —  Aux.,  $3  50 

Indianapolis.  —  Mayflower  Ch. 

Aux.,  7  75 

Michigan  City.  —  Aux.,  $38.34; 

Juv.  Soc,  $1.66,  40  00 


Total, 


$5125 
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MICHIGAN. 

Adrian.  —Mrs.  Comstock,  for 
centennial  fund, 

Chelsea.  —  Aux., 

Church's  Corners.  —  Aux.,  for 
missionary  children,  including 
$2.50  from  "Cheerful  Givers," 

Clinton.  —  Aux.,  centennial  of- 
ferings, 

Detroit.  —  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for  Mrs. 
Coffmg's  salary,  $75;  centen- 
nial offerings,  $10;  Sunbeam 
Band,  for  school  at  Battala- 
gundu,  $10;  Woodward-ave. 
Ch.,  for  Mrs.  Coffing,  $25, 

Fran/din.  —  Aux.,  for  cent,  fund, 

Grand  Rapid s.  —  Aux.,  for  Bi- 
ble-reader in  Nicomedia, 

Le  Roy.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Spen- 
cer, 

Livonia  and  Nankin.  — Aux., 

Memphis.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  Mrs. 
Win.  Russell,  $5, 

Monroe.  — Aux.,  a  cent,  offering, 

Muster/an.  —  Aux., 

New  Baltimore.  — Aux., 

North  Adams.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $7 
is  for  cent,  fund, 

Oakwood. —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Pinkerton, 

Orion.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Pinker- 
ton, 

Owosso.  —  Aux.,  $3.75 ;  "  Ready 
Helpers,*'  $6.86;  all  for  Miss 
Spencer, 

Port  Huron.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Pinkerton, 

Port  Sanilac.  —  Aux.,  $2.68; 
Lake  Shore  Miss.  Band,  $2.32 ; 
for  Miss  Pinkerton, 

Royal  Oak.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 
Pinkerton, 

Soiith  Boston.  —  Aux., 

Stanton.  —  Aux.,  for  Bridgman 
school, 

Utica.  —  Aux.,  for  Erzroom 
school,  $6;  "  Busy  Gleaners," 
for  Miss  Pinkerton,  $5.50, 


$6  30 
11  00 


10  00 
21  60 


L20  00 

8  70 

23  00 

5  20 
1  00 

10  00 

5  00 

27  00 

12  00 

12  50 

5  00 

2  00 

10  61 

45  53 

5  00 

5  00 
7  00 

5  00 

11  50 

Total, 


$369  94 


Aux. 


Aurora.  —  1st  Ch, 

Batavia.  — Aux., 

Bloomington. —  Aux.,  $7;  Miss 
Rankin,  cent,  offering.  $1, 

Canton.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 
rows's  teacher,  $24.50 ;  a  thank- 
offering  for  cent,  fund,  $20, 

Champaign.  —  Aux.,  for  Samo- 
kov  school, 

Chesterfield.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $5  is 
cent,  offering, 

Chicago.  —  Union  Park  Ch., 
Aux,,  $62.75;  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $10  from  a  friend  for  miss, 
children,  and  $4  cent,  offerings, 
$S0.40;  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
$34.25;  "Workers  for  Jesus," 
$10;  Leavitt-st.  Ch.,  Aux.,  to 


$10  00 
25  00 

8  00 


44  50 
10  00 


15  00 


const.  Mrs.  Frank  Gould  and 
Mrs.  John  E.  Whittlesey  L. 
M.'s,  $50;  47th-st.  Ch.,  of  wh. 
$7  are  cent,  offerings  and  $4.50 
completes  share  in  Health  Re- 
treat, $26.35,  $263  75 
9  00 


Danvers.  — Aux  _ 

Dover.  —  Ladies  of  Cong.  Ch., 
centennial  offerings, 

Farmington.  —  Aux  ,  of  wh.  for 
miss,  children,  $20;  Health 
Retreat,  $10 ;  Japan  paper, 
$10, 

Galesburg.  —  1st  Cong.Ch.,  Aux., 
$38.75;  "Philergian  Soc,"  $25, 

Godfrey.  —  Mrs.  B.  Godfrey, 
cent,  offering, 

Huntley.  —  Aux., 

Keioanee.  —  Aux.,  for  Kalutka 
at  Samokov, 

Lisbon.  —  Aux., 

Lyonsville.  —  Ladies  of  Cong. 
Ch., 

Naperville.  —  Aux.,  $32.85; 
"  Willing  Workers,"  $19.15; 
of  the  whole  amount  $25  for 
cent,  fund,  remainder  for  Miss 
Dudley, 

Oneida.  —  Miss  C.  B.  Chamber- 
lain, 

Ontario.  —  Aux.,  for  pupil  in 
Bridgman  School,  and  with 
prev.  cont,  to  const.  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Melton  L.  M.. 

Ottawa.  — Anx.,  $10;  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Bascom,  $5, 

Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  with  prev.  cont. 
to  const.  Mrs.  Hattie  Kay  L.  M., 

Plainfield.  —  Aux., 

Port  Byron.  —  Aux., 

Ridgefield.  —  Centennial  offer- 
ings, from  Mrs.  J.  H.  Dixon, 
Willie  and  Mattie,  for  Health 

Rockford!—  1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  $89.35 ; 

2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  $282.33;  all  for 

Miss  Diament,  371  68 

Sycamore. — Aux.,  40  00 

Waverly.  — Aux..  for  Miss  Evans,  21  50 

Wheaton.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $31.50 

is  a  cent,  offering,  42  00 


20  00 


75  00 
63  75 


1  00 
20  40 


20  00 
20  00 


00 


52  00 
5  00 


15  00 

15  00 

23  00 

21  00 

7  00 


3  00 


Total,  $1,227  58 


WISCONSIN. 

Baraboo.  —  Aux., 

Bloomington.  —  Aux., 

Brodhead.  —  Aux.,  $5 ;  Miss.  Cir- 
cle, for  Health  Retreat, 

Clinton.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for  Bridg- 
man School, 

East  Troy.  —  "  A  few  ladies," 

Eau  Claire.  —  Aux.,  for  Mrs. 
Curtis's  salary,  and  to  const. 
Mrs.  David  Parker  L.  M., 

Elkhorn.  —  Aux., 

Fort  Atkinson.  — Aux., 

Fort  Howard.  — Aux., 

Madison. — Aux.,  for  schools  in 


10  80 

11  00 

10  00 

13  90 
3  00 

25  00 

3  00 

18  00 

15  00 

42  00 


Menasha. — Aux.,  to  const.  Mrs. 
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James  Ladd  L.  M.,  $22  centen- 
nial offerings,  $32  00 

Milwaukee.  —  Spring- st.  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  teacher  at  Manissa, 
$50;  "A  friend  of  Mrs.  An- 
drus,"  for  Health  Retreat  at 
Mardin,  $10;  proceeds  of  last 
knitting  of  an  aged  Christian, 
$1;  Mission  Band,  $139,  200  00 

Oconomowoc.  —  Aux.,  5  00 

Ripon.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $10  is  for 
miss,  children,  60  00 

Waulcesha.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $18 
are  for  cent,  fund,  and  $10 
from  S.  S.  for  miss,  children,       28  00 

.  —  A  friend  for  "  home  ex- 


penses," 
Fern-leaves, 


Total, 


5  00 
2  00 

$488  70 


Anamosa.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 

rows's  outfit,  $19.50;  "Fenny 
Gatherers,"  50cts., 

Clinton.  —  Aux., 

Davenport.  —  Aux.,  for  Health 
Retreat,  $10;  centennial  dollar 
offerings,  $3, 

Denmark.  — Aux.,  to  const.  Mrs. 
Charles  Swift  L.  M., 

Fairfax.  —  Aux., 

Fairfield.  —  Aux., 

Gilman. —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Pink- 
erton's  salary,  of  wh.  $1  is 
from  colored  pupil  of  Miss  P., 

Grinnell.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $7  is 
for  cent,  fund,  remainder  for 
Miss  Hillis,  $71;  a  friend  for 
cent,  fund,  $15;  M.  C,  $1, 

Iowa  City.  —Aux.,  for  Miss  Hil- 
lis, and  to  const.  Mrs.  Mary  S. 
Thacher  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Heb- 
ard  L.  M.'s,  $50;  cent,  offer- 
ing for  Health  Retreat,  $10, 

Lansing.  —  Aux., 

Lansing  Ridge.  —  Ladies'  Cent 
Soc.  of  German  Cong.  Ch., 

Lyons.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Day's 
salary, 

McGregor.  —  Aux., 

Mount  Pleasant.  —  Aux.,  for 
Health  Retreat, 

Ogden.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $1  is  from 
savings  bank  of  Allie  Jewell, 
"  Gone  to  live  with  Jesus," 

Osage.  —  Aux., 

Polk  City.—  Aux.,  $11;  Buds  of 
Promise.  $2.70, 

Sibley.  —  A  friend  for  village 
schools  near  Harpoot, 

Tabor.  —  Aux.,  of  wh.  $50  is  for 
cent,  fund,  and  with  prev.  con- 
trib.  to  const.  Mrs.  Samuel 
Rossiter,  Mrs.  Lncretia  W. 
Smith,  and  Mrs.  Walter  Wright 
L.  M.'s, 

Traer.—  Aux.,  $32.50;  cent,  of- 
fering for  miss,  children,  from 
A.  M.  B.,  $5.00, 


20  00 
4  76 


13  00 

28  00 
6  78 

14  75 


30 


87  00 


Total, 


$457  23 


MINNESOTA. 

Austin. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Bar- 
rows, 

Duluth.  —  "  A  few  friends," 

Hamilton.  — Aux., 

Minneapolis.  —  Plymouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  $75;  1st  Cong.  Ch.,  Aux., 
$20, 

Rochester.  —  Aux.,  with  prev. 
cont.,  to  const.  Mrs.  N.  C. 
Chapin  L.  M., 

Spring  Valley. — Aux., 

St.  Paul. — Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  Miss  Barrows, 

Worthington.  — Aux., 


$20  00 
1  00 
6  00 


00 


17  50 
3  85 


25  00 
7  50 


Arkansas 
Green, 


Total, 

KANSAS. 

City.  —  Martha 


Total, 


$175  85 


E. 


$5  00 
$5  00 


NEBRASKA. 

Ashland.  —  Prairie  Gleaners,  $18  50 

Blair.  —  Mrs.  Tingley,  5  00 
Camp  Creek.  —  Ladies  of  Cong. 

Ch.,  1  50 

Columbus.  —  Aux.,  1  25 

Fontenelle.  —  Mrs.  Bisbee,  1  00 

Nebraska  City.  —  Aux.,  4  00 

Total,  $31  25 

DAKOTA. 

Yankton.  —  Aux.;  of  wh.  $20.35 

are  cent,  offerings  ;    and  $25 

from  Mrs.  S.  F.  Ward,  to  const. 

Mrs.    Delia   Warner    L.    M., 


$65.72; 

Willing  Hearts,  $3.50, 
Total, 

69  22 

$69  22 

60  00 
23  50 

Denver.  - 

COLORADO. 

-  Monument  Society, 

$8  00 

5  00 

Total, 

$8  00 

35  00 

CALIFORNIA. 

4  94 
12  00 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Pacific,                                $775  66 

Total, 

$775  66 

18  00 
5  00 

Corry, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

$1  00 

13  70 

Total, 

$1  00 

5  00 

CANADA. 

London. 
School 

—  Aux.,     for    Manissa 

$50  00 

Total, 

$50  00 

55  00 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

37  50 

Sale  of 
phlets 

Envelopes  and   Pam 

$2  90 

Total,       $4,241  66 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 


PRESENTED  AT 


fte  Hernial  gifting, 


IN  PARK-STREET  CHURCH,  BOSTON, 


JANUARY  4,  1876. 


BOSTON : 

PRESS   OF  RAND,   AVERY,   &   CO. 
1876. 
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Was  incorporated  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1869. 

The  Society  is  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  acts  in  connection  with  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 


OPFICEBS. 

President. 

Mrs.  albert  bowker, 

Vice-iPresidents. 


R.  ANDERSON,  Boston  Highlands. 

S.  B.  TREAT,  Boston. 

N.  G.  CLARK,  West  Roxbury. 

CHARLES  STODDARD,  Boston. 

HARRIET  P.  WILLIAMS,  Norwich, 
Conn. 

O.  P.  HUBBARD,  New-York  City. 

WILLIAM  H.  FENN,  Portland,  Me. 

RICHARD  BORDEN,  Fall  River,  Ms. 

JOSIAH  HOOKER,  Springfield,  Ms. 

J.  H.  HARRIS,  New  London,  Conn. 

HORACE  FAIRBANKS,  St.  Johns- 
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of  Incorporation,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1869. 
*  Address  No.  1,  Cougregational  House,  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


ANNUAL  KEPORT. 


Until  the  mighty  angel,  standing  upon  the  sea  and  upon  the 
earth,  proclaims  that  time  shall  be  no  longer,  it  is  well  that  our 
earthly  journey  is  broken  up  into  these  recurring  months  and 
years ;  for,  like  milestones  on  the  road,  they  serve  to  mark  the 
progress  we  have  already  made,  reminding  us,  also,  that  while 
there  yet  remain  many  weary  steps,  it  may  be,  between  us  and 
home,  the  end  is  coming,  that  we  shall  be, 

"  Not  always  on  the  journey." 

Coming  to-day  to  one  of  these  milestones,  —  the  eighth  in  the 
life-race  of  this  society,  —  resting  a  while  together  in  one  of  the 
"  pleasant  arbors  made  by  the  Lord  of  the  hill  for  the  refresh- 
ment of  weary  travellers,"  let  us  talk  a  little  of  his  goodness  to  us 
as  a  society,  and  of  the  way  in  which  he  has  led  us  during  the 
year  now  closed. 

In  erecting  our  stone  of  thanksgiving,  let  us  not  forget  to  bless 
him,  that  he  has  given  us  these  many  past  days,  with  their  oppor- 
tunities of  Christian  work ;  for  while  it  is  written  as  one  of  the 
beatitudes  of  the  upper  home,  that  "  his  servants  shall  serve  him," 
it  is  surely  cause  for  praise,  that  even  here  he  gives  to  us  some 
work  to  do,  some  sacrifice  to  make  for  Him  who  has  done  all,  and 
suffered  all,  for  us. 

We  rejoice  to-day  that  death  has  not  thinned  our  ranks  during 
the  year.  We  rarely  come  together  at  our  annual  meeting,  that 
we  are  not  obliged  to  write  against  some  name  familiar  and  be- 
loved the  star  that  symbols  the  glory  into  which  they  have 
entered  ;  but  though  the  hand  of  sickness  has  been  laid  upon  some 
of  our  number,  keeping  back  missionaries  in  the  field,  and  workers 
at  home  from  active  service,  we  are  all  among  the  living,  to  praise 
him  this  day. 


We  bear  witness  also  to  his  faithfulness  as  the  answerer  of 
prayer.  At  our  last  annual  meeting  a  call  was  made  for  seven 
new  missionaries ;  subsequently  the  number  was  increased  to  twelve, 
and  we  had  not  one.  There  were  white  harvest-fields;  there  were 
weary,  overtasked  reapers,  saying,  "  Co  ne  and  help  us  : "  but, 
though  earnest  appeals  and  many  inquiries  were  made,  no  one 
responded,  "  Here  am  I,  send  me."  The  voice  that  makes  no 
mistakes  said,  "  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest ; "  and,  in  the  May 
and  June  meetings,  the  burden  was  laid  on  your  hearts,  pray  with 
us. 

A  day  was  immediately  set  apart  by  the  Board  for  special 
prayer  that  the  Lord  would  fill  these  vacant  places ;  and,  when  we 
came  together,  one  station  after  another  was  brought  and  laid  be- 
fore him,  telling  him  the  need,  and  pleading  his  promise  of  help, 
u  While  they  are  yet  speaking,  I  will  answer."  That  very  day,  there 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  a  young  lady  who  has 
since  gone  as  our  missionary  to  Japan;  and  from  that  time  we  have 
been  constantly  hearing  of  those  who  were  either  immediately  or 
prospectively  candidates  for  this  work.  Is  he  not  "  the  faithful 
God  who  keepeth  covenant  "  ? 

TREASURY. 

It  is  also  cause  for  thanksgiving,  that,  in  these  days  of  financial 
distress  and  embarrassment,  our  work  has  not  been  delayed  for 
lack  of  funds  ;  that  in  this  time  of  drought,  when  so  many  streams 
have  run  dry,  this  stream,  like  "  the  Brook  Cherith,"  of  which  the 
prophet  drank,  still  has  verdure  along  its  banks,  and  life-giving 
waters  for  the  thirsty.  Pray  earnestly,  and  work  constantly,  that 
it  dry  not  up.  Feed  the  little  rills  that  are  running  into  it,  and 
the  larger  brooks,  till  there  be  again  the  sound  of  abundance  of 
rain,  and  it  be  like  "  the  river  of  God,  which  is  full  of  water." 

The  total  receipts  for  the  year  1875  were  $74,115.  Of  this 
amount,  $15,0^0  was  given  for  the  building  of  our  Constantino- 
ple Home.  As  our  general  work  for  1876  will  be  largely  in- 
cre  tsed,  do  not  let  us  abate  one  jot  of  the  effort  we  have  been 
making  for  this  special  cause  ;  but,  rejoicing  that  God  has  counted 
us  worthy  to  erect  this  building  in  his  name,  let  us  ask,  "  Lord, 
what  next  wouldst  thou  have  us  to  do  ?  " 

A  word  in  this  place  may  not  be  amiss  on  the  subject  of  lega- 


cies  and  our  permanent  fund.  In  1869  Mrs.  Sarah  Baldwin  left 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  to  be 
called  the  Baldwin  Fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  be  applied 
to  our  general  work.  In  1873  our  beloved  Mrs.  Bartlett  left  five 
thousand  dollars  for  the  same  object.  This  was  increased,  at  her 
husband's  death,  by  the  gift  of  five  thousand  dollars  more;  the 
two  being  called  the  Bartlett  Fund.  Several  legacies  which  we 
have  reason  to  think  the  donors  intended  should  be  left  in  this  way 
failed  to  be  so  appropriated,  because  the  wish  was  not  so  stated 
in  the  will. 

Where  the  legacy  amounts  to  but  a  few  hundred  dollars,  it  is 
better  that  it  should  be  immediately  used  in  our  general  work  ;  but 
these  larger  sums  will,  perhaps,  have  a  longer  influence,  and  be 
more  widely  useful,  if  handed  down  in  this  permanent  form.  We 
all  wish  to  cast  our  gifts  into  the  Lord's  treasury  while  the  day 
lasts,  and  life  is  ours  ;  but  when  the  night  cometh,  and  our  life-gift 
is  aver,  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  our  works  do  follow  us. 

In  India,  the  Parsees  erect  no  costly  marble  over  their  dead, 
since  the  earth  is  considered  too  holy  to  receive  the  body ;  but, 
when  a  loved  one  dies,  they  dispense  charities,  and  found  benevo- 
lent institutions  bearing  the  name  of  the  deceased.  May  not 
Christians  learn  a  lesson  from  these,  and,  while  honoring  the  pre- 
cious dust,  yet  build  in  some  mission-school  or  chapel  a  more 
enduring  monument  than  marble,  —  one  that  shall  shed  a  sweet 
perfume  around  the  beloved  name  ? 

WORK  AT   HOME. 

The  work  of  organization  during  the  past  twelve  months  has 
still  been  going  forward.  At  our  last  annual  meeting  we  reported 
nine  goodly  branches :  to-day  we  rejoice  in  twelve.  Fruitful 
branches  are  they  all,  whose  thrifty  boughs,  leafy  twigs,  and  fra- 
grant buds  of  promise,  show  that  the  parent  vine  has  taken  deep 
root,  and  shall  yet  fill  the  land. 

The  recent  additions  to  our  number  are  the  New  London 
County  Branch,  organized  in  June;  the  New  York  Branch, 
organized  in  October,  which  has  the  whole  Empire  State  for  its 
field ;  and,  latest  and  youngest  of  all,  the  Worcester  County 
Branch,  organized  in  December. 

Besides  these  powerful  helpers,  our  hands  are  strengthened  bj 


the  conference  associations,  which  are  fast  wheeling  into  line.  The 
Middlesex  Conference,  reported  last  year,  has  been  >re-enforced  by- 
five  others.  That  these  will  prove  a  power  in  our  work  is  evident 
from  the  report  of  the  earliest  in  the  field,  which  has  just  com- 
pleted the  first  year  of  its  existence.  Its  secretary  says,  "  We 
have  doubled  our  number  of  missionary  societies  during  the  year; 
and  by  our  union  in  this  organization,  at  least  one  object  has  been 
gained,  —  the  strong  interest  and  sympathy  that  has  sprung  up 
among  the  sisters  of  different  churches.  Those  who  met  before 
as  strangers  are  strangers  no  longer,  but  are  known  to  each  other 
as  fellow-laborers  in  the  Master's  vineyard." 

To-day  the  old  Board  (old  wiih  the  weight  of  her  eight  years) 
counts  twelve  branches,  with  more  than  eight  hundred  auxiliaries 
and  mission-circles.  Truly  "  the  little  one  shall  become  a  thou- 
sand, and  the  small  one  a  strong  nation." 

MEETINGS. 

Among  the  many  meetings  enjoyed,  where  those  who  love  the 
Lord  have  talked  one  to  another,  perhaps  none  was  more  memor- 
able than  a  farewell  missionary  meeting,  held  in  August  last,  when, 
in  an  upper  chamber  of  the  Congregational  House,  there  were 
gathered  from  many  a  distant  field  twenty-seven  missionaries. 
Among  them  were  Miss  Proctor  and  Miss  Pierce,  on  the  eve  of 
sailing  for  Aintab  ;  Mrs.  Wheeler,  just  home  from  her  work  in 
Harpoot ;  and,  from  the  Board  of  the  Interior,  Mrs.  Coffing,  Miss 
Hollister,  and  Miss  Spencer,  about  returning  to  Central  Turkey. 

Nor  can  we  forget  the  home-gathering  in  October,  at  the  house 
of  our  president,'  when,  for  three  days,  a  convention*  composed  of 
presidents  and  secretaries  of  the  branch  societies,  sat  together  like 
one  family,  freely  interchanging  opinions  on  doubtful  points,  dis- 
cussing new  measures,  and  planning  how  best  to  promote  the  one 
common  cause  we  all  have  at  heart,  listening  to  important  papers 
presented  by  ladies  of  the  Board,  and  bowing  together  in  the 
prayers,  which, 

"  Morning  and  evening,  hemmed  the  sweet  day  in." 

The  princely  hospitality  which  made  this  possible  —  was  it  not 
like  the  costly  alabaster  box  of  ointment  once  poured  at  the  feet 
of  the  Lord  ? 


Many  other  precious  gatherings  the  year  has  witnessed,  —  meet- 
ings that  have  cost  effort  and  time  and  thought,  —  meetings  laid 
up  not  alone  in  our  memory,  but  in  His  book  of  remembrance 
who  has  hearkened  and  heard. 

BUREAU    OF    EXCHANGE. 

With  the  growth  of  this  society,  its  large  increase  of  branches 
and  auxiliaries,  it  becomes  more  and  more  apparent,  that,  for  the 
interest  of  our  public  meetings,  we  cannot  rely  altogether  on 
letters  from  our  overtasked  missionaries,  still  less  on  the  personal 
presence  of  the  few,  who,  by  reason  of  sickness,  are  temporarily 
with  us.  We  must  depend  more  on  the  home  talent.  There  are 
surely  many  Christian  women  in  our  churches,  with  consecrated 
hearts  and  pens,  able  and  willing  to  contribute  missionary  essays, 
poems,  stories,  and  other  articles,  which  would  interest  all,  and 
quicken  missionary  zeal.  Many  such,  doubtless,  are  written, 
listened  to  by  a  limited  number,  and  laid  aside.  If  we  could 
gather  up  these  fragments,  that  nothing  be  lost,  and  freely  inter- 
change them  among  the  different  societies,  their  influence  would 
be  vastly  increased ;  and  they  would  meet  a  felt  want.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  proposed  to  establish  a  new  department  in  our 
work,  called  the  Bureau  of  Exchange,  placing  at  its  head  a  lady 
of  experience,  who  shall  receive  all  such  papers,  adapt  them  to 
general  use,  and  circulate  them  as  may  be  required,  preparing, 
also,  papers  herself,  and  attending  meetings  where  her  personal 
presence  seems  necessary. 

We  believe  the  right  lady  for  this  important  office  has  already 
been  found,  and  that  this  new  department  will  soon  be  in  full 
working-order. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  circulation  of  "  Life  and  Light  "  has  increased  during  the 
year  by  about  six  hundred  subscribers.  Cannot  its  friends  take 
hold  with  a  will,  and  greatly  add  to  this  number,  till,  in  all  our 
churches,  every  woman  who  looks  to  Christ  as  her  own  light  of 
life  shall  read  with  loving  interest  what  he  is  becoming  to  the 
darkened  souls  of  our  sisters  in  the  ends  of  the  earth? 

A  few  months  since,  by  a  change  of  type,  one-third  more  read- 
ing-matter was  added  to  the  periodical ;  and  at  the  commencement 
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of  this  year,  by  the  removal  of  "  Echoes  "  from  it,  we  give  eight 
more  pages  of  matter  for  adults.  This  added  space  is  divided 
between  our  sister  Board  of  the  Interior,  and  our  own. 

The  incorporating  of  our  children's  "  Echoes  "  with  "  The  Well- 
Spring"  will  be  the  means,  we  trust,  of  greatly  enlarging  the  num- 
ber of  little  ones  who  will  read  of  the  missionary  work  among  the 
children. 

FOREIGN   WORK. 

In  our  ultimate  work,  that  toward  which  all  other  tends,  the 
work  in  the  foreign  field,  we  must  also  make  mention  of  the  loving 
kindness  of  our  God. 

Among  our  missionaries,  the  weakened  and  thinning  ranks 
reported  at  our  last  anniversary  are  being  recruited.  Five  ladies 
have  returned  since  then  to  their  former  fields,  —  Miss  Closson, 
Miss  Proctor,  Miss  Pierce,  Miss  Powers,  and  Mrs.  Andrus,  under 
whose  new  name  we  recognize  our  old  friend,  Miss  Parmelee. 

Of  missionaries  temporarily  at  home,  we  have  with  us  Mrs. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  Chandler,  Mrs.  Wheeler,  Miss  Noyes,  and  Miss 
Andrews. 

Five  new  missionaries  have  been  sent  out  during  the  year,  — 
Miss  Stevens  and  Miss  Whetler,  who  started,  Nov.  1,  for  Japan, 
Miss  Pratt  for  Mardin,  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  has  gone  as 
matron,  and  Miss  Parsons  as  teacher,  in  our  Constantinople  Home. 

This  makes  the  whole  number  of  missionaries  now  connected 
with  the  Woman's  Board  fifty-nine.  Would  that  we  could  in 
reality,  as  we  often  do  in  imagination,  take  a  look  at  this  devoted 
little  band  of  ours,  —  this  advanced  guard,  who  are  doing  picket- 
duty  for  us  at  the  front !  Would  that  we  could  sit  down  beside 
each  camp-fire,  and  listen  to  their  eager  story  of  hope  and  fear, 
j  oy  and  trial,  victory  and  defeat ! 

At  Umzunduzi,  we  should,  perhaps,  find  Mrs.  Tyler,  whcse 
pleasant  face  is  so  familiar  to  us,  superintending  the  sewing  of  her 
group  of  bright-eyed  Zulu  girls,  who  are  trying  with  their  needles 
to  help  finish  their  little  chapel  before  the  rainy  season  sets  in. 
Or  she  is  visiting  with  her  husband  at  their  old  home,  seeing  those 
received  into  the  church,  whom  they  had  known  and  taught  as 
children. 

At  Ceylon,  listen  to  Miss  Townshend's  school-girls,  just  back 


from  vacation,  singing  like  uncaged  birds,  because  so  glad  to  be 
freed  from  the  restraints  of  heathen  customs.  Hear  one  of  them 
say,  "  I  am  redeemed :  I  must  sing.*'  They  have  left  a  light  behind 
them,  too,  in  their  heathen  homes  ;  for  most  of  them  have  "  read 
the  Bible,  and  prayed  with  the  family,  every  night."  Five  of  them 
came  to  the  communion-table  lately  ;  one,  at  her  baptism,  putting 
away  her  oil  name,  which  was  that  of  a  heathen  god,  and  taking 
a  new  name,  signifying  "  greatest  bliss."  The  native  pastor  at 
the  station  where  Miss  Howland  is  at  work  tells  us,  that,  for  the 
distance  of  a  mile  around  the  station,  he  can  rarely  find  a  house 
where  she  and  Miss  Ilillis  have  not  preached  the  gospel. 

In  Bombay,  Miss  Norris  would  tell  us,  that,  while  she  is  busy 
healing  the  bodily  sickness,  she  also  finds  many  an  opportunity  to 
tell  the  "  old,  old  story,  God's  remedy  for  sin."  Miss  Ashley  moves 
our  hearts  and  our  sympathies  for  those  weary  prisoners  in  the 
zenanas.  She  tells  us  of  preaching  Christ  to  one  mother  of  little 
children,  who  was  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian ;  but  she 
asked  if  she  should  have  to  part  with  her  children,  if  she  professed 
Christianity.  "  You  can  imagine,"  says  Miss  Ashley,  "  how  it 
made  my  heart  ache  to  tell  her,  that  if  her  husband  chose  to  put 
her  away,  and  keep  the  children  from  her  (as  he  undoubtedly 
would),  the  law  could  do  nothing  to  prevent  it."  Mothers  of 
Ameiica,  would  your  faith  stand  such  a  test? 

Crossing  over  to  Madura,  Miss  Sisson  tells  us,  "  No  miser  ever 
gloated  over  his  gold,  and  coveted  every  shining  coin,  more  than  I 
rejoice  in  and  covet  the  prayers  of  God's  people.  The  battle  rages 
fiercely  about  us ;  the  conflict  is  hot ;  and  we  hardly  know,  in  the 
smoke,  whether  the  din  be  the  shout  of  victory,  or  the  wail  of 
defeat.  The  result  depends  very  much  on  the  Aarons  and  Hurs 
who  sit  high  above  us  on  the  hills  of  gospel  light  and  love  in  the 
far  away  Christian  lands.  Are  their  hands  still  raised  ?  If  so,  we 
shall  prevail,  even  though  we  are  faint  and  few  in  this  dark  Hindu 
land."  At  a  later  date  she  writes,  "  Work  among  the  heathen 
women  has  been  very  encouraging  of  late.  There  is  a  wonderful 
opening  of  closed  doors." 

Mrs.  Capron,  to  whose  very  doors  the  little  village  of  Brahmins 
moved  during  her  stay  in  America,  finds  her  "time  fully  occupied 
with  the  work  among  the  women,  with  various  recitations  in  the 
day  tckool,  and  witn  no  small  amount  of  medical  practice." 


10 


In  Japan,  how  are  the  open  doors  fulfilling  the  prophecy,  "  The 
isles  shall  wait  for  thy  law  "  !  "  No  woman's  ambition,"  says  a  mis- 
sionary on  the  ground,  "  could  rise  higher  than  some  of  the  openings 
for  work  which  are  waiting  here.  We  greatly  need  a  re-enlorce- 
ment  of  ladies.  The  work  for  women  in  this  land  must  be  done 
by  women."  Says  Miss  Talcott,  left  alone  in  her  school  at  Kobe, 
"I  have  little  time  to  visit  the  women  in  their  homes,  though  I 
might  do  it  constantly,  so  many  are  the  houses  open  to  us.  Indeed, 
I  long  to  give  the  work  here  into  other  hands,  and  go  into  the  in- 
terior, to  the  millions  not  yet  reached.  At  the  different  places 
within  forty  miles  of  us,  there  is  work  enough  to  engage  one 
woman's  heart  and  strength  all  the  time.  My  heart  yearns  after 
the  poor  women  whom  I  met  in  Banshee,  and  whose  entreaties  that 
I  would  come  again  were  not  all  forms  of  politeness,  I  think.  The 
face  and  words  of  one  poor  woman  haunt  me,  as  she  came  to  me 
after  the  usual  morning  service,  saying,  'If  we  must  not  worship 
the  Sun,  what,  then,  shall  we  worship  V  '  She  had  heard  but  a  part 
of  the  talk,  and  had  failed  to  grasp  the  idea  of  a  Saviour." 

Very  welcome  to  the  workers  there  will  be  the  re-enforcement 
of  our  two  new  missionaries,  Miss  Stevens  and  Miss  Wheeler,  who 
have,  probably,  already  arrived  in  Japan. 

China  is  a  near  ntighbor  to  Japan.  "  Watchman,  what  of  the 
night  V  "  And  the  answer  comes  back,  "  Darkness  covers  the  earth, 
and  gross  darkness  the  people  ;  but  the  morning  coineth." 

Is  it  not  a  glad  ray  of  that  coming  morning,  that,  during  the 
year,  the  translation  of  the  Old  Testament  was  completed,  and  the 
entire  Bible  presented,  for  the  first  time,  as  a  whole  to  the  Chinese 
in  the  Mandarin,  the  spoken  language  of  China  ? 

We  might  tarry  many  days  with  the  disciples  in  Turkey,  going 
from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  and  rejoicing  that  so  much 
ground  is  already  won  for  the  Master.  They  can  tell  us  sad  stories 
of  persecution,  of  famine,  of  earthquake,  and  of  pestilence ;  but, 
through  all  these  minor  strains,  there  runs  a  joyful  one,  as  they 
speak  of  gracious  blessings,  —  of  the  presence  with  them  in  the 
fire  of  One  whose  form  is  like  the  Son  of  God.  Mrs.  Allen  of 
Harpoot  writes,  "  This  is  a  critical  time  for  the  work  of  Christ  in 
this  land.  The  attempts  to  suppress  the  printing  of  Scriptures 
in  Turkish,  and  the  persecution  of  those  who  have  rtcently  em- 
braced the   Christian  faith  among  the  Mohammedans,  together 
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with  the  efforts  of  English  Christians  to  secure  religious  liberty, 
all  unite  to  elicit  your  prayers  for  Turkey.  May  we  not  have 
them  ?  "  It  would  be  strange  indeed  if  our  prayers  and  our  sym- 
pathies and  our  hearts  were  not  drawn  out  for  Turkey,  since  twenty 
of  our  missionaries,  more  than  a  third  of  our  whole  number,  are 
working  there. 

We  must  not  forget  that  other  mission-field,  going  through  the 
hot  fires  of  persecution,  —  poor  darkened  Mexico.  Says  one  of 
the  missionaries  there,  "  I  only  live  by  the  second ;  and  every  sec- 
ond I  live  with  Christ.  When  I  am  walking  the  lonely  roads,  I 
say  to  myself,  '  Let  come  what  will,  Jesus  Christ  is  with  me  always, 
present  to  receive  my  soul.'  He  always  walks  a  few  feet  before 
me  on  the  road  ;  and  why  should  I  fear  ?  " 

Miss  Strong  writes,  "  Many  perplexities  and  discouragements 
surround  us.  Some  of  the  days  are  dark ;  and  at  times  the  nights 
bring  dark  forebodings.  At  such  times,  the  reports  of  your  mis- 
sionary meetings,  your  Woman's  Boards,  and  your  prayers,  form 
the  pillar  of  fire  to  cheer  and  lead  us  on." 

SCHOOLS. 

Of  the  schools  connected  with  the  Board  —  boarding,  day,  and 
village  schools  —  precious  reports  have  come  to  us  during  the  year. 
These  have  not  been,  in  all  cases,  as  frequent,  nor  as  full,  as  we 
could  have  wished  ;  but,  when  the  sheaves  are  counted,  perhaps 
no  more  will  be  found  to  have  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  Master 
from  any  part  of  the  field  than  have  been  brought  from  these 
blooming  garden-spots. 

Perhaps,  among  them  all,  the  school  at  Aintab  has  been  that 
concerning  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  walk  most  closely  by 
faith.  With  Miss  Proctor  and  Miss  Pierce  both  in  this  country, 
and  Miss  Shattuck  of  our  sister  Board  left  alone,  with  the  cholera 
raging  so  fearfully  in  the  region  that  two  thousand  have  died  out 
of  a  population  of  twenty  thousand,  we  could  only  leave  them 
with  Him  who  is  everywhere  '■  our  refuge  and  strength."  To-day, 
of  all  our  schools,  perhaps  none  is  enjoying  a  richer  blessing. 
When  Miss  Proctor  and  Miss  Pierce  reached  Turkey,  their  hearts 
were  cheered  by  news  of  a  precious  revival  at  Aintab. 

In  Harpoot,  where  Miss  Bush  and  Miss  Seymour  have  been 
teaching  in  a  low,  dark,  poorly-ventilated  room,  formerly  used  as 


12 

a  stable,  they  and  their  girls  are  to-day  sitting  with  happy  faces, 
in  a  new,  bright,  airy  schoolhouse,  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  be, 
like  the  former,  the  spiritual  birthplace  of  many  souls.  Of  their 
thirty-five  pupils,  all  but  thirteen  have  given  good  evidence  of 
being  Christ's  redeemed  ones.  Says  Miss  Seymour,  "  We  fully 
expect  that  all  the  scholars  God  sends  us  will  be  converted ;  and 
they  come  to  us  with  the  same  expectation.  Before  I  became  a 
Christian,  and  was  casting  about  in  my  mind  for  ways  to  get  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  I  remember  thinking  one  sure  way,  of 
course,  would  be  to  go  to  South  Hadley  Seminary;  and  our  pupils 
seem  to  take  the  same  thing  for  granted  with  regard  to  our 
school." 

In  Mardin,  Miss  Sears,  while  still  busy  herself  in  studying 
Arabic,  has  been  teaching  a  school  of  eighteen  scholars,  of  whom 
seven  were  boarders.  "  The  older  ones,"  she  says,  "  have  had  a 
thorough  drill  in  the  Bible  from  beginning  to  end,  and  could 
answer  more  intelligently  and  accurately  concerning  the  facts  it 
contains  than  the  average  of  Sunday-school  scholars  at  home." 

In  Miss  Ely's  school  at  Bitlis,  a  quiet  yet  decided  religious 
interest  continues;  and  several  pupils  are  under  examination  for 
admission  to  the  church.  At  the  close  of  a  recent  vacation,  four 
new  scholars,  living  sixty  miles  from  Bitlis,  walked  almost  the 
entire  distance  to  the  school. 

In  Bardesag,  Miss  Farnham,  with  twenty-four  boarders  and 
thirty-six  day  pupils,  has  the  banner  school  in  at  least  one  respect ; 
viz.,  that  every  scholar  pays  something  toward  her  tuition. 

In  Talas,  where  our  acquaintance  with  Miss  Closson  makes  us 
feel  at  home,  the  nine  pupils  all  hope  they  are  the  Saviour's  lambs. 
These  constitute  one  family  ;  but,  instead  of  forming  a  separate 
school,  all  attend  the  Protestant  graded  school,  composed  of  boys 
and  girls,  and  numbering  two  bundled  and  ten  pupils.  At  a 
recent  examination,  Mrs.  Bartlett  says,  "  I  think  there  are  few 
schools  in  America  whose  pupils  would  do  more  credit  to  them- 
selves or  their  teachers ;  but  we  love  better  to  hear,  as  we  often  do 
from  the  parents  of  the  scholars,  that  their  sons  and  daughters 
have  not  only  left  off  their  profanity,  lying,  and  sabbath-breaking, 
but  have  become  preachers  of  righteousness  at  home,  and  among 
their  neighbors." 

There  are  at  present  twenty-one  girls  connected  with  the  semi- 
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nary  at  Marsovan ;  and  that  it  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  a  new  school-building  has  been  erected 
there,  costing  a  thousand  dollars:  this  expense  being  assumed  by 
the  New  Haven  Branch. 

The  village  schools,  of  which  there  are  many  in  Turkey,  under 
the  supervision  of  our  missionaries,  and  largely  maintained  by  the 
older  pupils  and  graduates  of  our  seminaries,  are  important  agen- 
cies for  good,  and  have  been  largely  blessed. 

Our  Constantinople  Home,  the  burden  on  our  hearts  and  in  our 
prayers  for  four  years,  is  to-day  an  accomplished  fact.  The  build- 
ing, "beautiful  for  situation,"  and  goodly  in  all  its  appointments, 
has  gone  steadily  forward,  though  the  priests  have  used  all  the  power 
under  their  control  to  hinder  the  work.  One  of  the  missionaries 
writes,  "  The  new  edifice  is  looked  upon  by  many  of  the  people 
with  lively  interest ;  and  expressions  of  gratitude  fall  warmly  from 
lips  not  used  to  such  utterances,  to  Christian  ladies  in  America  for 
this  great  benefaction  to  the  daughters  of  Turkey."  From  foun- 
dation to  cap-stone,  may  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord  "  be  written  on 
this  building  which  we  have  erected  in  his  name  ! 

We  must  not  forget  that  other  little  "  Home  "  on  our  own  fron- 
tier, where  the  daughters  of  Dakota  are  learning  not  only  the 
thrifty  habits  of  civilization,  but  also  the  way  to  eternal  life. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  pupils  connected  with  Miss  Talcott's  school 
at  Kobe,  she  writes,  "  I  think  five  or  six  are  really  Christians.  At 
a  little  weekly  prayer-meeting,  ten  led  in  prayer ;  and  some  of  the 
petitions  for  their  heathen  parents  were  very  touching." 

In  the  bright,  airy  rooms  of  Mrs.  Bissell's  school  in  Ahmednug- 
gur,  where  the  colored  Scripture  scenes  and  texts,  hung  on  the 
walls,  look  cheerful  and  inviting,  a  hundred  girls  are  gathered ; 
and  ten  of  them  have  during  the  year  professed  Christ,  and  been 
received  into  his  visible  church. 

Miss  Payson  of  Foochow,  assisted  by  two  ladies  of  the  Methodist 
Mission,  has  recently  started  a  child's  paper  in  Chinese,  for  the 
benefit  of  her  scholars  and  other  children.  Five  of  her  pupils 
have  expressed  a  wish  to  be  received  into  the  church. 

Miss  Townshend  of  Ceylon  tells  us,  that  "  two  of  the  most  de- 
lightful hours  of  the  week  are  those  we  spend  in  the  prayer-meet- 
ings with  the  girls."  The  seminary  in  Uduville,  which,  for  half  a 
century,  has  been  doing  Christ's  work  in  Ceylon,  is  still  in  a  flour- 
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ishing  condition,  -with  sixty-eight  pupils.  Of  the  forty-three 
admissions  to  the  church  in  Uduville  during  the  year,  twenty-four 
were  from  this  seminary. 

BIBLE-WOMEN. 

About  fifty  Bible- women  and  native  teachers  are  now  working 
for  us  in  our  different  fields.  Do  we  remember  to  carry  in  our 
prayers  these  devoted  ones  who  are  doing  such  a  work  for  the 
Master  ?  We  cannot  forget  our  own  missionaries,  into  whose 
eyes  we  have  looked,  and  whose  hands  we  have  clasped ;  but 
these  unknown  co-workers,  whose  very  names  are  strange  and 
foreign  on  our  tongues,  do  we  remember  them  ? 

Of  Kohar,  who  was  for  some  time  assistant  teacher  in  the  Har- 
poot  Seminary,  Mrs.  Allen  writes,  "  She  has  been  laboring  for 
the  last  three  years  among  the  women  of  Egin,  going  from  house 
to  house,  and  instructing  them  in  the  gospel.  She  has  borne  no 
small  amount  of  persecution.  Sometimes  as  many  as  a  hundred 
men  and  boys  would  follow  her,  throwing  stones,  and  calling  her 
names  ;  but  she  is  now  reaping  the  fruit  of  her  labors.  Nine 
women  have  united  with  the  church ;  and  several  over  fifty  years 
of  age  have  learned  to  read." 

In  Madura,  where  cholera  has  been  the  fearful  guest  of  the 
city,  and  the  sound  of  death  in  every  street,  Miss  Sisson  writes, 
"  I  decided,  in  the  beginning  of  the  trouble,  that  if  any  one,  or  all, 
of  my  Bible-women,  should  ask  to  leave  their  work  during  the 
sickly  season,  they  should  have  permission,  though  determined  not 
to  abandon  any  of  my  own  visitations.  But  day  after  day,  while 
bringing  home  the  report  of  death,  they  have  added  with  a  solemn 
cheerfulness,  '  Now  is  our  time  for  work  :  never  were  they  so  will- 
ing to  hear  the  things  of  eternity  as  now.'  '  Add  one  more  street 
to  the  list  of  those  I  visit,'  said  one  of  my  women.  'You  already 
have  more  work  than  you  should  do.' — '  O  Amal !  but  I  love  much 
work ;  and  they  are  so  ready  now  to  listen  ! '  Oh,  blessed  Spirit 
of  the  living  God!  who  can  so  strengthen  the  mind  of  a  poor 
woman  of  one  of  the  most  timid  of  the  races  of  men." 

In  summing  up  the  record  of  work  for  the  past  twelve  months, 
we  feel  how  impossible  it  is  to  give  any  just  estimate  of  the 
results. 
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•  If  we  can  numbsr  the  sands  on  the  seashore,  then  can  we 
number  the  prayers  that  have  gone  up  from  many  closets  during 
the  year,  for  this  work.  If  we  can  count  the  stars  of  heaven,  then 
can  we  count  the  blessings  sent  down  by  Him  who  says,  "  My 
word  shall  not  return  unto  me  void." 


REPORTS   OF  AUXILIARIES. 

We  give  below  condensed  reports  that  have  been  sent  us  from 
some  of  our  larger  auxiliaries  that  are  not  included  in  branch 
SDcieties.  The  branches  in  New  York  State  and  Worcester 
County,  Mass.,  have  been  so  recently  formed,  that  we  insert 
reports  from  some  of  their  auxiliaries. 

The  auxiliary  connected  with  the  First  Congregational  Church 
of  Albany,  N.Y.,  have  held  regular  missionary  meetings  the 
first  Friday  of  each  month.  The  ladies  are  looking  to  the  newly 
established  New  York  branch  for  encouragement  and  co-operation, 
having  felt  the  disadvantage  of  being  the  only  Congregational 
church  in  a  large  city,  especially  in  church  benevolence.  The 
sum  of  $200.00  has  been  raised  during  the  year  1875  to  furnish 
the  Sarah  Smart  Room  in  the  Constantinople  Home. 

M.  J.  G.  Bradley,  Sec. 

The  money  collected  by  the  society  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  in 
1874  ($132.65),  went  tovards  the  furnishing  of  the  Ballantine 
Room  in  the  Constantinople  Home.  This  year,  it  has  completed 
the  required  two  hundred  dollars  ;  and  the  remaining  $50.45  was 
put  into  the  general  building-fund. 

It  has  met  with  great  loss  this  year,  in  the  death  of  its  president, 
Mrs.  S^orrs,  who  was  suddenly  taken  from  it  in  November.  No 
one  has  yet  been  appointed  to  take  her  place. 

The  Andover  (Mass.)  auxiliary  has  well  sustained  a  monthly 
prayer-meeting,  and  has  contributed,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
society-fees,  $125  00  for  the  support  "of  a  girl  in  the  Constantinople 
Home. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Pearson  reports  for  Auburxdale,  Mass.,  regular 
meetings  held  at  the  house  of  its  president,  Mrs.  Worcester,  and 
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a  manifest  growth  of  interest,  until  its  number  has  increased  one- 
third  since  the  last  report ;  now  embracing  more  than  one-half  of 
the  ladies  belonging  to  the  church. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention,  that,  of  the  missionary  children  under 
the  care  of  Mrs.  Walker,  fourteen  have  been  enrolled  as  members 
of  the  church.  In  February,  the  society  had  the  pleasure  of  lis- 
tening to  the  earnest  words  of  Miss  Myra  Proctor.  In  June,  a 
union  meeting  was  held  with  the  Newton  auxiliaries,  in  the  vestry 
of  Eliot  Church. 

Mary  C.  Cummings  reports  for  Boston  Highlands  a  present 
m  ?mbership  of  ninety-eight,  twenty-eight  more  than  last  year. 
At  their  annual  meeting,  they  pledged  themselves  to  support  the 
school  at  Sivas,  Turkey.  Though  it  required  a  much  larg*  r  sum 
than  they  had  ever  contributed,  they  were  more  than  able  to  re- 
deem their  pledge  without  any  extra  effort.  Four  mission-circles 
are  a  bright  feature  in  their  auxiliary  with  their  child  enthusiasm. 
May  the  members  be  made  better  and  more  efficient  Christians  by 
being  members  of  this  society  ! 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Colesworthy,  secretary  of  the  Madura  auxiliary, 
East  Boston,  reports  that  it  has  kept  up  its  usual  interest  dur- 
ing the  year,  although  the  erection  of  a  new  church  edifice  has 
not  proved  favorable  to  outside  interests.  The  society  supports 
Miss  Sisson  of  Madura,  in  part ;  and  the  members  have  made  them- 
selves familiar  with  the  geographical  features  of  the  place,  and  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  Three  local  meetings  have 
been  held,  at  each  of  which  letters  from  Miss  Sisson  were  read 
that  were  thrilling  and  inspiring.  $287.00  have  been  raised  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  mission-circle  Maverick  Rill  is  wide  awake 
and  active. 

The  Brockton  (Mass.)  society  lost  their  president  the  first  of 
the  year.  Mrs.  Cary  says,  "  Things  looked  a  little  dark ;  yet  we 
waited,  doing  as  best  we  could.  Now  we  have  a  president  who  is 
interested  ;  and  we  feel  strong.  Those  members  who  only  joined 
last  year,  because  it  was  something  new,  have  dropped  off,  and  we 
are  nearly  one  hundred  less  in  number  :  but  those  that  are  left  are 
strong ;  and  we  mean  to  raise  as  much  money  with  the  smaller 
number.  We  shall  have  readings,  or  something  of  the  kind,  to 
make  up  the  amount :  so  I  have  named  the  same  sum  as  last  year, 
as  that  is  our  aim;  and  we  never  fall  short  of  what  we  aim  at. 
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"  We  have  had  very  interesting  meetings  through  the  year,  with 
less  aid  from  outside,  but  new-found  taJent  among  ourselves ;  and 
we  hope  to  bring  out  more  of  our  ladies  by  asking  them  to  look 
up  information  in  regard  to  some  particular  mission." 

The  Ladies'  Union  Missionary  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
represents  the  Shepard  Church,  North  Avenue  Church,  Old  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  East  Cambridge  Church.  They  report  two  meet- 
ings the  past  year, —  the  first,  July  8,  in  the  vestry  of  the  North 
Avenue  Church,  when  a  Turkish  gentleman  studying  medicine  in 
this  country  was  present,  and  gave  an  informal,  interesting  address 
on  the  habits  and  manners  of  Turkish  women. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  the  chapel  of  the  Shepard  Church, 
Nov.  16,  Mrs.  Wheeler  gave  an  interesting  account  of  her  work 
in  Harpoot. 

The  Cambridgeport  auxiliary  consists  of  ladies  of  the  Pros- 
pect-street, Pilgrim,  and  Stearns-chapel  churches.  They  have 
held  three  public  meetings,  and  been  addressed  by  Mrs.  Mellen  of 
South  Africa,  Miss  Closson  of  Cesaraea,  Rev.  Mr.  Trowbridge  of 
Turkey,  and  Mrs.  Trowbridge. 

By  special  effort,  funds  were  raised  to  furnish  a  room  in  the 
Constantinople  Home,  and  $170.00  in  addition.  "  Life  and  Light " 
is  growing  in  favor. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Tuttle  writes,  that  the  society  of  the  Euclid-avenue 
Congregational  Church  of  Cleveland,  O.,  has  done  a  "little 
more  "  than  it  pledged,  though  the  membership  is  smaller.  I 
can  see  among  the  young  girls  a  growing  interest  in  missions  ; 
and  three  in  one  Sunday-school  class  desire  and  expect  to  become 
missionaries,  if  possible.  We  long  for  more  laborers.  Let  us  take 
courage,  for  they  are  growing  ;    and,  when  ready,  they  will  come." 

The  Darien  (Conn.)  auxiliary  is  glad  to  report  growth  in 
influence  and  interest  the  last  year. 

The  monthly  meetings  have  been  well  sustained ;  and  the  public 
meetings  have  been  fruitful  of  good  results.  Over  a  hundred 
reports  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  leaflets  and  letters,  and 
much  other  missionary  matter,  have  been  circulated. 

It  has  contributed  for  pupils  in  India  and  Africa  $90.00; 
but,  better  than  gifts  of  gold,  it  has  brought  a  choice  offering,  in 
one  of  its  consecrated,  best-beloved  young  ladies,  who  has  just 
entered  upon  a  blessed  service  for  Jesus.     In  October  last   Miss 
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J.  E.  Wheeler  left  for  Osaka,  Japan,  making  the  second  mission- 
ary from  the  Darien  auxiliary ;  Miss  C.  L.  Noyes  of  the  Constan- 
tinople Home  being  the  first. 

The  motto  of  the  "  Busy  Bees,"  chosen  by  themselves,  is,  "  Work, 
for  the  night  cometh  ;  "  and  as  a  mission-circle  they  quite  live  up 
to  it.  The  children  do  not  tire  of  their  monthly  meetings.  They 
have  made  a  small  increase  in  their  gifts  this  year,  and  support  a 
Bible-woman  in  Harpoot,  Turkey,  at  a  cost  of  $25.00. 

The  "  Sunbeams,"  by  much  effort,  have  been  able  to  provide  for 
a  Chinese  and  Mahratta  girl  at  an  expense  of  $70.00.  They 
rejoice  that  it  is  their  privilege  not  only  to  "  walk  in  the  light," 
but  to  give  it  to  those  who  "  sit  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of 
death." 

The  Ox  Ridge  Mission-Circle  has,  with  self-denial  and  pains- 
taking, brought  tithes  of  blessing  into  the  storehouse,  and  con- 
tributes $7.00  towards  the  school  at  Hassam  Beyli.  Total  from 
the  four  societies,  $191.00.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Mead,  Sec. 

The  Village  Church  auxiliary,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  report 
a  fuller  attendance  than  ever  at  their  meetings.  Miss  Wight, 
secretary,  says,  "  The  interest  of  our  quarterly  gatherings  is  due, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  success  of  the  plan,  adopted  some  time 
since,  of  assigning  to  different  members  topics  connected  with 
some  one  of  the  mission-fields :  in  this  way  many  entertaining 
and  instructive  papers  have  been  presented.  Corresponding  with 
secretaries  of  other  auxiliaries  has  proved  a  mutual  help  and  a 
wonderful  quicken er.  At  our  July  meeting,  besides  other  exer- 
cises, papers  were  read  on  the  "  Races  of  Turkey  and  Forms  of 
Belief,"  arid  "  Statistics  and  Items  from  Stations  of  Eastern 
Turkey." 

The  "  Band  of  Faith  "  are  happy  in  their  work.  Their  interest 
in  their  protegee  is  such,  that  a  letter  has  already  been  writtenr 
expressing  their  attachment  and  kind  wishes.  We  trust  that 
from  many  of  our  young  hearts  may  arise  the  inquiry,  "  Lord,, 
what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  "     $72.80  raised. 

From  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  Mrs.  J.  Palmer  says,  "  Since  June 
last  our  quarterly  meetings  have  been  held  monthly,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  twenty-five.  Since  September,  we  have  held 
our  meetings  with  the  Home  Missionary  Society,  occupying  one 
hour  of  the  time.     We  think  we  thus  reach  more  of  the  younger 
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ladies,  and  save  multiplicity  of  meetings.  We  have  assumed,  in 
part,  the  support  of  Mrs.  Hartwell,  Foochow,  hoping  in  the 
future,  with  the  aid  of  other  auxiliaries  in  this  vicinity,  to  support 
her  entirely.  We  were  saddened  at  the  loss  of  our  efficient  presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Hubbard.  We  collected  our  money  by  the  card  sys- 
tem, and  have  decided  to  continue  it  another  year. 

The  Flushing  (L.I.)  auxiliary  holds  monthly  meetings,  and  has 
educated  two  children  in  boarding-schools  for  the  last  two  years. 
The  two  mission-circles,  "  The  Gatherers "  and  "  Bird's-Nest," 
have,  by  means  of  fairs  and  weekly  contributions,  contributed  for 
1875,  $301.00  against  $30.00  the  year  before. 

From  the  society  in  Franklin,  New  York,  Mrs.  Stanley 
Douglas  sends  the  first  annual  report,  though  it  was  formed  in 
1870,  and  has  since  held  on  its  way  steadily,  often  through  great 
discouragement.  The  first  two  presidents  removed  from  the  town 
after  very  iaithful  service ;  and  the  third,  Mrs.  Albert  Chamber- 
lin,  was  taken  from  them  by  death,  May  30.  "  While  we  were  still 
mourning  her  loss,  God  called  upon  us  to  give  up  our  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  Frank,  Bartlett,  who  was  taken  from  us  Aug.  1. 
We  asked  one  another  where  we  could  find  those  to  fill  their 
places.  But  God  led  us  by  his  own  way;  and  our  society  lives 
to-day  in  a  band  of  officers,  and  fifty  paying  members.  Since  we 
began  to  labor  in  this  cause,  we  have  sent  out  from  our  treasury 
$425.00  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  in  Boston.  A  large 
number  of  our  ladies  were  present  at  the  formation  of  the  New 
York  State  Branch  at  Norwich,  last  October,  and  there  received  a 
stimulus  which  will  not  soon  pass  away.  We  have  also  a  mission- 
circle,  under  the  name  of  the  'Franklin  Fairy  Fingers,'  who- 
are  all  interested,  and  sent  last  year  $25.00  for  a  pupil  in  Miss 
Payson's  school.  They  have  every  reason  to  hope  they  will  be 
able  to  do  more  the  coming  year." 

The  Grantville  (Mass.)  society  report  a  children's  fair, 
which  raised  $125.00  last  year;  while  the  ladies  collected  $95.00, 
a  larger  sum  than  any  previous  year. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  speaks  of  a  society  four  years  old,  and  a 
contribution  of  $65.00  last  year,  which  supports  Anatye,  a  Bible- 
reader  of  Madura,  India,  and  a  pupil  in  the  school  at  Uduville. 
Their  "  Pentucket  Mission-Band  "  contributed  $89.00,  and  hope 
to  do  more  this  winter  in  the  noble  cause. 
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The  Hinsdale  (Mass.)  society  was  organized  in  1869,  and 
report  larger  contributions  last  year  than  ever  before.  The 
envelope  system  has  much  increased  their  funds. 

The  Jamaica  Plain  (Mass.)  auxiliary  tells  of  a  lessened 
contribution,  owing  to  the  financial  embarrassment,  and  the  short- 
ening of  their  year  by  two  months,  owing  to  a  change  iu  the 
time  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Mrs.  Partridge,  secretary  of  the  Lawrence-street  Church  society, 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  contrasts  their  collection  of  $60.00,  seven 
years  since,  with  that  of  1875,  which  was  $174.15;  certainly  a 
creditable  increase. 

Miss  Carleton  of  the  Central  Church  of  the  same  city  reports 
the  sum  of  $62.00;  more  than  half  of  it  called  out  by  an  annual 
membership-fee  of  one  dollar. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  sends  word  of  a  flourishing  society  of  children, 
calling  themselves  "  Cheerful  Workers."  Their  hopes  are  strong 
that  they  will  do  more  than  support  Miss  Sears  the  present  year. 

The  Malden  (Mass.)  society  report  a  growing  interest,  greatly 
strengthened  by  a  letter  from  Parkeum,  their  Bible-reader. 

Mrs.  Leach  of  Melrose,  Mass.,  speaks  of  one  improvement 
in  their  monthly  meetings,  resulting  from  the  assigning  of  "  sta- 
tions "  to  different  members,  to  report  any  thing  of  interest. 

Miss  S.  N.  Brown  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  writes  of  devel- 
oping home  talent,  that  the  reports  from  several  ladies  respecting 
different  branches  of  missionary  work  has  added  much  to  the 
interest  of  the  meetings,  which  are  held  quarterly.  The  total 
receipts  of  the  society  and  the  four  mission-bands,  for  1875,  have 
been  $725.00. 

Miss  Mary  P.  Jones  of  the  Newton  (Mass.)  auxiliary  of  the 
Eliot  Church,  Newton  says,  "  This  society  was  organized  in 
February,  1872,  with  twenty  members,  and  has  increased  during 
the  four  years  to  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  fifty.  At  the 
annual  meeting  in  January  last,  our  president  made  a  stirring  ap- 
peal to  the  society  to  raise  one  thousand  dollars  the  present  year. 
Having  many  other  demands  upon  our  benevolence,  this  seemed 
impossible ;  but,  after  some  discussion,  it  was  finally  voted  to  make 
the  attempt.  In  accordance  with  this  vote,  we  held  our  annual 
sale  the  last  of  March,  and  realized  from  it  nearly  $700.00, — a 
result  entirely  beyond  our  expectations,  but  due  to  the  energy  of 
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the  ladies  in  charge,  and  the  cheerful  cc-operation  of  the  young 
people.  It  was  an  auspicious  opening  for  the  year ;  and,  our  mis- 
sionary's salary  being  thus  secured,  we  were  ready  to  respond  to 
other  appeals. 

"  At  our  meeting  in  June,  after  listening  to  Mrs.  Mellen's  earnest 
words,  and  to  letters  of  thrilling  interest  from  our  own  missionary 
(Mrs.  Capron),  our  president  in  a  few  closing  words  reminded  us 
of  the  great  sacrifices  made  by  the  missionaries,  and  the  need  of 
cultivating  the  same  spirit  among  ourselves.  At  our  October  meet- 
ing, our  treasurer  was  able  to  report  the  thousand  dollars  raised  ; 
and  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  success  of  our  small  auxiliary, 
while  we  feel  that  even  more  can  be  done  the  coming  year,  if  we 
are  willing  to  deny  ourselves. 

"  Our  meetings  are  held  quarterly,  besides  a  monthly  meeting 
for  prayer.  Our  letters 'from  Mrs.  Capron  have  been  a  constant 
inspiration ;  and  we  feel  grateful  as  a  society  that  it  is  our  privi- 
lege to  contribute  to  her  support." 

With  the  new  year  (1876),  they  have  organized  the  "Eliot  Mis- 
sion-Circle "  with  forty-eight  members  present  at  the  organization. 
So  the  life  spreads. 

The  Edwards  Church  auxiliary,  Northampton,  Mass.,  re- 
ports one  hundred  and  twenty-six  members  and  $121.00  contribu- 
tion.    The  young  ladies'  circle  added  $125.00,  the  avails  of  a  fair. 

The  auxiliary  in  Peabody,  Mass.,  is  very  simple  in  its  machin- 
ery, but  has  on  its  roll  for  1875  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
names,  and  has  held  monthly  prayer-meetings  with  an  average 
attendance  of  eleven.  The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $163.64. 
Out  of  that,  $157.10  was  paid  the  girls'  school  in  Bitlis.  A  box 
was  also  prepared  for  that  school,  filled  with  stationery,  and  arti- 
cles of  clothing,  for  the  teachers. 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  says  through  Mrs.  E.  P.  Chickering,  "  We 
have  not  much  to  report.  We  organized  last  March,  and  have  since 
had  our  regular  monthly  meetings.  The  society  has  been  instru- 
mental in  raising  very  nearly  $300.00,  of  which  $200.00  have 
been  sent  to  Austria." 

Mrs.  Albert  Tolman  reports  for  the  South  Church  of  the  same 
place,  a  society  formed  last  May,  and  increasing  in  interest,  espe- 
cially for  a  few  weeks  past. 

Miss  M.  E.  Pratt  writes  from  Reading,   Mass.,   "  We    have 
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nothing  to  report,  except  the  simple  fact  of  a  monthly  prayer- 
meeting.  For  the  past  four  months  we  have  devoted  twenty  min- 
utes of  the  hour  to  reading  the  history  of  miss'ons;  and,  at  a  recent 
missionary  concert  given  to  woman's  work,  the  hour  was  well  filled, 
and  not  all  that  was  prepared  was  read." 

From  the  Tabernacle  Church,  Salem,  Mass.,  Miss  Short  writes, 
"  We  sustain  a  monthly  meeting  for  prayer  and  intelligence  from 
foreign  fields.  This  year  we  have  pledged  $160.00,  a  larger 
amount  than  ever  before,  believing,  that,  in  God's  work,  we  have 
no  right  to  adhere  merely  to  strict  business  prudence." 

South  Deerfield  reports  a  new  auxiliary  started  the  last 
year,  few  in  numbers,  but  with  increasing  interest  as  they  study 
the  work. 

The  Walpole  (Mass.)  auxiliary,  during  1875,  consisted  of 
thirty-two  members,  and  contributed  $96.75;  and  the  "Little 
Gleaners,"  twelve  in  number,  $53.25.  The  children  worked  in- 
dustriously, and  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  their  meetings,  which 
culminated  in  a  fair.  The  Woman's  Board  is  doing  a  very  impor- 
tant work  in  interesting  the  young,  on  whom  our  hopes  for  the 
future  depend,  in  the  great  subject  of  missions. 

West  Hampton,  Mass.  In  August,  1874,  the  auxiliary  was 
formed.  "  During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  much  to  encourage 
us.  Though  but  few  attend  our  meetings,  the  little  envelopes 
come  to  church  Sunday  after  Sunday.  Fifty-two  ladies  contribute 
regularly  to  the  funds,  which  have  amounted,  during  the  year,  to 
$127.95.  On  the  7th  of  November,  1874,  a  number  of  the  chil- 
dren met  at  the  parsonage,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  ladies,  organ- 
ized a  mission-circle.  Since  then,  they  have  held  monthly  meetings, 
and  have  had  from  thirty-five  to  forty  names  on  their  roll  ofmembers. 
They  show  an  increasing  interest  ;  and  we  earnestly  hope  this 
mountain  rill  will  yearly  add  some  drops  to  swell  the  streams 
which  join  the  great  current  that  is  flowing  onward  to  bless  the 
world." 

Mrs.  Deane  reports  for  Westmoreland,  N.Y.,  "  We  have 
decided  to  hold  our  meetings  once  in  three  months,  in  the  place  of 
a  Sunday  evening  service,  in  order  to  secure  a  better  interest." 

From  Willi amstown,  Mass.,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Chadbourne  writes, 
"  A  regular  prayer-meeting,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the 
month,  is  sustained,  although  the  number  of  members  who  attend 
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rarely  exceeds  five.  Occasionally  ten  or  fifteen  may  assemble  for 
special  consultation.  The  general  and  alarming  business  depres- 
sion must  call  for  greater  efforts  and  more  self-denial  on  the  part 
of  most  Christians,  if  our  benevolent  enterprises  are  to  be  sus- 
tained by  a  full  treasury." 

The  Winchester  (Mass.)  auxiliary,  organized  in  1870,  with 
a  membership  of  twenty-five,  now  numbers  sixty  members,  with 
tifty-five  subscribers  to  "Life  and  Light."  "Our  meetings  are 
held  every  month,  with  better  attendance  than  when  held  once  in 
three  months.  $182.00  have  been  raised  the  past  year.  Over 
$1,000.00  have  been  contributed  to  the  Woman's  Board  since  our 
organization. 

"The  children  of  the  '  Seek-and-Save '  society  gave  an  enter- 
tainment on  the  22d  of  February,  which  realized  $150.00.  In  July 
they  raised  $16.00  from  the  sale  of  bulbs,  and,  in  October,  $17.00 
additional,  making  $183.00  raised  by  the  children;  total  $365.00 
for  the  support  of  our  missionary,  Miss  Hattie  G.  Powers,  who  has 
recently  returned  to  her  work  in  Manissa. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Gage,  Sec. 


SOCIETIES   AUXILIARY  TO   THE   W.  B.  M. 

Amherst,  Mass.  ■    Mrs.   Storrs,  President ;    Mrs.  W.  S.  Tyler, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  S.  C.  Snell,  Secy  ;  Miss  M.   A.   Allen, 

Treats. 
Amherst  (East),  Mass.  :  Mrs.  C.  A.  Conant,  Pres. ;  Miss  Emma 

A.  Hastings,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Andover,  Mass.  :  Miss  Susan  E.  Jackson,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Hannah 

Fay,  Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  Anna  H.  Swift,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ashfield,  Mass.  :  Mrs.   James  Ding  well,   Pres. ;  Miss   Clarissa 

Hall,  Treas. 
Assabet,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  L.  Maynard,   Sec'y ;    Mrs.  S.  M.   Stone, 

Treas. 
Auburndale,  Mass.  :    Mrs.  I  R.  Worcester,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  W. 

Pearson,  Sec'y. 
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Bernardston,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  J.  N.  Dewey,  Pres. ;  Miss   C.  L. 

Slate,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Salmon  Hoyt,  Treas. 
Billerica,  Mass.  :  Miss  Sarah  B.  Work,  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Berkeley-street  Church,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Boston,   Mass.  :  Central   Church,  Mrs.  William  S.  Houghton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Mt.  Vernon   Church,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Brown,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Park-street  Church,  Mrs.   Charles   H.   Spring, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Old  South  Church,  Miss  Abby  Walley,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Shawmut   Church,  Mrs.  J.   S.  Ambrose,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Boston,  Mass.  :  Union  Church,  Mrs.  Charles  Scudder,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Boston  (Highlands),  Mass.  :  Eliot  Church,  Mrs.  Kufus  Ander- 
son, Pres. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

Mary  E.  Cummings,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  E.  E.  Stone,  Treas. 
Boston    (Highlands),  Mass.  :    Highland    Church,  Mrs.  H.  L. 

Howell,   Pres.  ;    Miss   Nellie    Hall,    Sec'y ;    Mrs.  S.   N. 

Stockwell,  Treas. 
Boston  (Highlands),  Mass.  :  Walnut-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  C. 

A.  Aldrich,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  C.  Barry,  Yice-Pres.  ;    Mrs. 

A.  W.  Tufts,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Boston     (Highlands),   Mass  :    Vine-street  Church,  Sabbath- 
school    Class   of  Mr.  William    Callander,  Miss   Mary  J. 

Rowell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Boston  (East),  Mass.  :  Maverick  Church,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Coles- 
worthy,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  E.  Hammet,  Treas. 
Boston  (South),  Mass.  :  Phillips  Church,  Mrs.  Calvin  Shepard, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Jeremy  Drake,  Treas. 
Boston  (South),  Mass.  :  E-street  ChuAh,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Bassett, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.   L.  S.  Haskell,   Sec'y ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Putnam, 

Treas. 
Brookline,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Tyler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Langdon  S-. 

Ward,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Susan  E.  Withington,  Treas. 
Burlington,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  J.  R. 

Woodman,  Sec'y. 
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Cambridge,  Mass.  (composed  of  three  churches)  :  Directresses,, 
Shepard  Church,  Mrs.  Alexander  McKenzie,  Mrs.  Henry 
Thayer  ;  North-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  D.  O.  Means,  Mrs. 
Dawes  ;  East  Cambridge  Church,  Mrs.  Dr.  Taylor,  Mrs. 
Fletcher.  Sec'y,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Pearson  ;  Treas.,  Mrs.  Perley 
Morse. 

Cambridgeport,  Mass.:  Mrs.  W.  S.  Karr,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Philip 
Greeley,  Yice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  T.  Burrage.  Sec'y ;  Mrs* 
Benjamin  Tilton,  Treas. 

Chelsea,  Mass.  :  First  Church,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Stone,  Pres. ; 
Miss  Sophia  G.  Noyes,  Sec'y. 

Chelsea,  Mass.  :  Broadway  Church,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Copp,  Sec'y  and. 
Treas. 

Cleveland,  O. :  First  Congregational  Church,  Miss  Sarah  E.- 
Sheldon, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Loomis,  Treas. 

Coleraine,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Asaph  Strong,  Pres.  and  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 
James  P.  Snow,  Treas. 

Conway,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  S.  Eastman,  Pres.;  Mrs.  H.  D.  Perry r 
Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Austin  Foote,  Treas. 

Dalton,  Mass.  :  Mrsr^A:  L.  Brown,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  P.  Mitchellr 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Crane,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Car- 
son, Treas. 

Darien,  Conn.:  Miss  E.  H.  Bell,  Pres.;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Mead, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Gleason,  Treas. 

Dedham,  Mass.  :  Miss  M.  C.  Burgess,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Taft, 
Sec'y ;  Miss  Emma  Brown,  Treas. 

Deerfield,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Robert  Crawford,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Christo- 
pher Stebbins,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Dorchester,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Frank  Wood,  Pres.  ;  Miss  M.  B. 
Means,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Preston,  Treas. 

Dorchester,  Mass.  :  Village  Church,  Miss  Amanda  Ruggles, 
Pres.;  Miss  Josephine  K.  Wight,  Sec'y;  Miss  H.  D. 
Hutchison,  Treas. 

Dunstable,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  F.  D.  Austin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Jennie  L.. 
Taylor,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

East  Charlemont,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Wellington  Newell,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

East  Hampton,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Williston,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S*. 
Colton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Eliza  B.  Hinckley,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 
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Easton,  Mass.  :  Miss  Annie  M.  Randall,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Francis 

Holmes,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
East  Whately,  Mass  :  Miss  M.  E.  W.  Allis,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Everett,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Charles  Atwood,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  Whitte- 

more,  Treas. 
Fairhaven,  Mass.  :  Mw.   S.  W.  Hawkes,  Pres.  ;  Miss   Georgie 

Fairfield,  Sec'y;  Miss  Susie  P.  Wilcox,  Treas. 
Fall  River,  Mass.  :  Mrs.   Col.  Richard  Borden,  Pres. ;   Mrs. 

Dr.  William   Adams,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss    Carrie  Borden, 

Cor.  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Runnels,  Treas. 
Foxborough,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Erastus  P.  Carpenter,  Pres.;  Mrs. 

Asahel   Dean,  Vice-Pres.  ;    Miss  Sarah  T.   Cary,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Asahel  Dean,  Treas. 
Franklin,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William  M.  Thayer,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Granby,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Davis,  Pres. ;   Miss  Mary  C. 

Kellogg,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  Church,  Treas. 
Grantville,  Mass.:  Mrs.  Cornelia  F.  Bates,  Pres.;  Miss  Jen- 
nie Bates,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Great    Barrington,  Mass.  :    Mrs.    Increase    Sumner,   Pres.  ; 

Mrs.  Frederic  Sandford,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Dresser,  Treas. 
^Greenfield,  Mass.  :    Mrs.  N.  E.  Russell,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  A.  K. 

Warner,  Yice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  L.   Stone,  Sec'y;  Miss  L. 

A.  Sparhawk,  Treas. 
^Greenwich,  Conn.  :  Mrs.  L.  P.  Hubbard,  Pres. ;  Miss  Georgie 

Webb,  Sec'y :  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Treat,  Treas. 
Greenwich,  Mass.  :  Miss  Mary  E.  Blodgett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.   A. 

T.  Pomeroy,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hatfield,    Mass.  :    Mrs.    Julia    B.     Greenwood,    Pres. ;    Miss 

Augusta  A.  Porter,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hebron,    Conn.  :    Mrs.  Jasper   Porter,   Pres.  ;    Mrs.  George  S. 

Dodge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hinsdale,  Mass.  :    Mrs.    S.  A.   Warriner,    Pres. ;    Mrs.  C.  J. 

Kittredge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hyde  Park,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Perley  B.  Davis,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George 

L.  Howard,  Sec'y. ;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sturtevant,  Treas. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  C.  L.  Mills,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Sted- 

man,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  K.  R.  Wendall,  Sec'y ;  Miss  M. 

Davis,  Treas. 
Lawrence,  Mass.  :  Lawrence-street  Church,  Mrs.  Joshua  Coit, 

Pre  \  ;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Partridge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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"Lawrence,  Mass.:  Central   Church,  Mrs.  A.  J.  French,  Pies. ; 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Fisher,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lee,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Nahum  Gale,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John  Kilbon,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Lexington,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  H.  Merriam,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Pros- 

ser  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Adams,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Fannie  E. 

Baker,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lisbon,  Conn.  :  Mrs.  R.  K.  Mathewson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Littleton,  Mass.  :  Miss  A.  M.  Manning,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James  C 

Houghton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lowell,  Mass.  :    Mrs.   Nathan   Crosby,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   Sullivan, 

L.Ward,   Vice-Pres.;  Mrs.  D.    Hall   Puce,  Sec'y,  Mrs. 

George  Stevens,  Treas. 
Malden,    Mass.  :  Mrs.  Herbert   Gleason,   Pres. ;    Miss   Martha 

Silvester,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Maynard,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.  M.  Hazlewood,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Medway,  Mass.:  Mrs.  A.  P.  Phillips,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  D.    Sanford, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  J.  Metcalf,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Medway  (West),  Mass.:  Mrs.  S.  W.  Segur,  Pres. ;  Miss  Emma 

E.  Hitchcock,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Addison  P.  Thayer,  Treas. 
Melrose,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Albert  J.  Bale,  Pres. :  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leach, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Methuen,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.  E.  Archibald,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Middleborough,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  P.  B.  Drake,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Richard 

Cobb,  Sec'y  :  Miss  Nellie  Rich,  Treas. 
Monterey,    Mass.  :  Mrs.    M.    S.   Bidwell,   Pres. ;  Miss  M.   J. 

Twing,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Montague,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  R.  Clapp,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Aloney  Chenery, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Hester  Beaman,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
New  Bedford,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  John  Hopkins,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Joseph 

Seabury,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  George  W.  Ellis,  Rec.  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  Timothy  Stowe,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs*.  George  F.  King- 
man, Treas. 
Newton,  Mass.  :  Eliot  Church,  Miss  Cornelia  W.  Jackson,  Pres.  ; 

Miss  Mary  P.  Jones,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Newton  Centre,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.  R.  Bishop,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Nel- 
son Curtis,    Vice-Pres.  ;   Mrs.   C.    B.   Richardson,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Newton  (West),  Mass.:  Miss  Helen  F.  Clark,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Newtonville,  Mass.  :  Miss  Eliza  A.  Goodell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Adams,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Lewellyn  Pratt,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam R.  Porter,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  W.  Chase,  Treas. 
North  Conway,  N.H.  :  Miss  M.  C.  Merrill,  Secy  and  Treas. 
Northampton,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William  H.  Stoddard,  Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

Gordon  Hall,  Mrs.  L.  Bodman,  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Bridgman, 
Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Isabella  G.  Clarke,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North    Haverhill,    N.H.  :    Mrs.    Calvin   Terry,   Pres. ;    Miss 

Harriet  M.  Terry,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Moses  Kimball,  Treas. 
Norton,  Mass.  :  Wheaton  Female  Seminary  ;  Mrs.  C.  C.  Metcalf. 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Orange,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  C.  Dexter,  Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  Barton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  :   Mrs.  Henry  L.  Dawes,  Pres.  ;   Mrs.  Mor- 

ley,  Mrs.  J.  C.  West,  Mrs.  H.  G.  Davis,  and  Mrs.  E.  O. 

Bartlett,    Vico-Pres. ;    Mrs.    Henry    Chickering,   Sec'y; 

Mrs.  Thomas  Colt,  Treas. 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Lamberson 

Pres.  ;  Misses  Lucy  Dunham,    Belle   Fuller,    E.  Parish, 

and    Hattie  Pierson,    Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.    C.   A.    Tolman, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  Crossman,  Treas. 
Plainfield,  Mass.  :   Miss   T.  M.    Graves,   Pres. ;   Mrs.  Edwin 

Dyer,  Miss  S.  Warner,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Solomon  Clark, 

Sec'y  :  Mrs.  Elijah  Warner,  Treas. 
Reading,  Mass.  :  Mrs.   M.  M.  Temple,   Pres.;   Miss  Mary  E. 

Pratt,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leathe,  Treas. 
Salisbury,  Mass.  :   Mrs.    E.   O.   Jameson,    Sec'y ;   Mrs.  A.  E. 

Colby,  Treas. 
Shelburne.   Mass.  :    Mrs.   A.   F.   Marsh,    Sec'y ;    Miss    Lucy 

Bishop,  Treas. 
Somerville,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Lemuel   Gulliver,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  E. 

Jones,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hodgkins,  Treas. 
Somerville    (East),  Mass.  :  Mrs.  U.  S.  Hubbell,  Pres. ;   Miss 

Ada  Cowles,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Deerfield,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  C.  S.  Brooks,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Aus- 
tin Ware,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Rice,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Egremont,  Mass.:  Mrs.  A.  G.Dickinson,  Pres.;  Miss 

Mary  E.  U.  Benjamin,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  David   Dalzell, jun., 

Treas. 
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South  Hadley,  Mass.:  Mt.  Holyoke  Female    Seminary,  Miss 

Julia  Ward,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Taunton,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Harrison  Tweed,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James  H- 

Deane,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Briggs,  Treas. 
Towns  end,  Mass.:  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  Fay,  Pres.;    Mrs.  Helen 

E.  Stickney,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waltham,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  E.  Strong,   Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Morse, 

Mrs.  J.  Baker,  Miss  E.  Henderson,  Miss  A.  C.  Seammon, 

Directresses ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Marsh,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Walpole,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Loring  Johnson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Martha  B. 

Lamson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wapping,  Conn.  :  Miss  Cornelia  H.  Ladd,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ware,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William   G.  Turtle,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  E. 

Winslow,    Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.    Lewis    N.    Gilbert,    Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  George  G.  Hall,  Treas. 
Wareham,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  I.  C.  Thacher,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  A.  F.  Gibbs, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Watertown,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Caroline 

A.  Green,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waveely,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  S.  Ewell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wayland,  Mass.  : 
West  Hampton,  Mass.  :    Mrs.  Joseph  Lanman,  Pres.  ;  Miss  H. 

Antoinette   Orcutt.   Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lyman, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Eoxbury,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  N.  G.  Clark,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  George 

Smith,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  R.  B.  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Whitinsville,   Mass.  :    Mrs.   John   R.    Thurston,   Pres. ;    Mrs. 

Edward  W.  Wood,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Williamsburg,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Otis   G.   Hill,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Lewis 

Bodman,  VicerPres.  ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hall,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Williamstown,  Mass.:    Mrs.    M.    H.    Hopkins,    Pres.;    Miss 

Elizabeth  Pierce,  Sec'y :  Mrs.  E.  S.  Chadbourne,  Treas. 
Wilmington,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Mathews,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Mary 

A.  Carter,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Rebecca  Eames,  Treas. 
Winchester,  Mass.:    Mrs.  Harrison  Parker,   Pres.;    Mrs.   Z. 

Abbott,  Vice-Pres.;  Mrs.  Julia  M.   Gage,  Sec'y;    Miss 

Lizzie  Chapin,  Treas. 
Windham,  O. :  Miss  Mary  A.  Clark,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


30 

Woburn,  Mass.  :    Mrs.   Thomas  Richardson,  Pr°.s. :  Miss  L.  J, 

Valentine,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wrentham,  Mass.  :    Miss  Mary  T.  Fales,  Pies. ;  Miss   S.  M. 
Gerould,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gee,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Adams,  Mass.  :  Little  Folks'  Mission-Circle. 

Ashfield,  Mass.  :  We  Girls. 

Assabet,  Mass.  :  Missionary  Rill. 

Auburndale,  Mass.  :  Juvenile  Missionary  Society. 

Bernardston,  Mass.  :  Cup-Bearers. 

Blackinton,  Mass.  :  Busy  Bees. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Four  Circles  (Central  Church). 

«  "         Chambers-street  Chapel  Circles. 

«  «         Bartlett  Mission-Circle  (Old  South  Church). 

"  "         Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle  (Union  Church). 

"  "         Shawmut  Helpers. 

»  u  Shawmut  Branch  Circle. 

Boston  Highlands  :  Little  Sowers. 

»  «*  Star  Circle. 

«  "  Zulu  Mission-Circle. 

"  u  Anderson  Circle. 

"  "  Ferguson  Circle. 

Boston  (East)  :  Zulu  Helpers. 

"  "  Maverick  Rill. 

«  "  Buds  of  Promise. 

Boston  (South)  :  Willing  Hands. 

"  "  Cheerful  Workers. 

«  "  E  Street  Mission-Circle. 

Braintree  :  Happy  Workers. 
Brockton,  Mass.  :  Messenger-Birds. 
Brookline,  Mass.  :  Treasure-Seekers. 
"  "         Lilies-of-the-Valley. 

"  "         Gleaners. 
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Brookline,  Mass.  :  Violets, 

"  "         Hope  Circle. 

"  "         Buds  of  Promise. 

"  "         Cheerful  Givers. 

"  "         Charity  Circle. 

"  "         Moss-Roses. 

"  "         Orioles. 

"  "         Sparrows. 

"  "         Excelsior. 

"  "         Honey-Bees. 

"  "         Loch  Stead. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y. :  Armstrong  Mission-Circle. 
Cambridge,  Mass.  :  Jewel-Seekers. 

"  "  Little  Workers. 

"  "  Willing  Helpers. 

Cambridgeport,  Mass.  :  Wiyuh  Workers. 

"  "         Children's  Mission-Circle-. 

Chelsea,  Mass.  :  Busy  Bees. 
Crown  Point,  N.Y. :  Willing  Hearts. 
Danvers,  Mass.  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
Darien,  Conn.  :  Busy  Bees. 
"  "         Sunbeams. 

"  "         Ox  Ridge  Mission-Circle. 

Dedham,  Mass.  :  Broad  Oak  Helpers. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  :  Village  Church  ;  Band  of  Faith. 
East  Braintree,  Mass.  :  Monatiquot  Circle. 
East  Taunton,  Mass.  :  Mission- Circle. 
East  Weymouth,  Mass.  :  Rivulet. 
Everett,  Mass.  :  Everett  Crusaders. 
Fall  River,  Mass.  :  Willing  Helpers. 
Falmouth,  Mass.  :  Seaside  Gleaners. 
Gilead,  Conn.  :  Sunbeams. 

Glastenbury,  Conn.  :  Juvenile  Missionary  Society- 
Greenwich,  Conn.  :  Banner  of  Light. 
Hatfield,  Mass.  :  Hatfield  Gleaners. 
Hingham,  Mass.  :  Money  Plants. 
Hinsdale,  Mass.  :  Mountain  Rill. 
Hyde  Park,  Mass.  :  Wayside  Gleaners. 
Ipswich,  Mass.  :  First   Church  Mission- Circle. 
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Ipswich  Seminary:  Caldwell  Mission-Circle. 
Jamaica  Plain:  Wide  Awakes. 
"  "         Young  Climbers. 

"  "         Buds  of  Promise. 

Xensington,  N.H. :  Willing  Workers. 
Killingly,  Conn.  :  Dayville  Youth's  Mission-Circle. 
Lawrence,  Mass.  :  The  Little  Nightingales. 
Lee,  Mass.  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle. 
Leominster,  Mass.  :  Earnest  Workers. 
Lowell,  Mass.  :  Cheerful  Workers. 
Lynn,  Mass.  :  Mayflowers. 
Malden,  Mass.,:  Star  Mission-Circle. 
Marblehead,  Mass.  :  Youth's  Church  Association. 
"  "         Cheerful  Workers. 

"  "         Little  Mission-Workers. 

Maynard,  Mass.  :  Rising  Star. 
Medford,  Mass.  :  McCollom  Mission- Circle. 
Med  way,  Mass.  :  Medway  Gleaners. 
Methuen,  Mass.  :  Little  Christian  Workers. 
Millbury,  Mass.  :  Light-Bearers. 
Montague,  Mass.  :  Missionary  Helpers. 
New  Bedford,  Mass.  :  Union  Workers. 
Newburyport,  Mass.  :  Belleville  Mission-Circle. 

"  "         North  Church  Mission-Circle. 

"  "         Campbell  Mission-Circle. 

"  «         Tyler  Mission-Circle.' 

Newton,  Mass.  :  Eliot  Mission-Circle. 
North  Adams,  Mass.  :  Little  Helpers. 
North  Cambridge,  Mass.  :  Rosebuds. 
North  Weymouth,  Mass.:  Wide-awake  Workers. 
Peabody,  Mass.  :  Morning  Stars. 
Pigeon  Cove,  Mass.  :  Busy  Bodies. 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  :    Snow-Flakes. 
Putnam,  Conn.  :  The  Mission-Workers. 
Randolph,  Mass.  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
Reading,  Mass.  :  Reading  Rill. 

"  "         Children's  Missionary  Society. 

Shrewsbury,  Mass.  :  Little  Sunbeams. 
Somerville,  Mass.  :  Square  Circle. 
South  Egremont,  Mass.  :  Buds  of  Promise. 
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South  Freeport,  Me.  :  Snowbirds. 

South  Natick,  Mass.  :  Ann  Eliot  Mission-Circle. 

South  Weymouth,  Mass.  :  Union  Mission-Circle. 

Wakefield,  Mass.  :  Mission-Helpers. 

Walpole,  Mass.  :  Little  Gleaners. 

Ware  ham,  Mass.  :  Merry  Gleaners. 

Wellesley,  Mass.  :  Penny-Gatherers. 

West  Amesbury,  Mass. 

West  Hampton,  Mass.  :  Mission-Circle. 

West  Medway,  Mass.  :  Olive-Plants. 

Weymouth,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Loud's  Sabbath-school  Class. 

Williamsburg,  Mass.  :  Juvenile  Mission-Circle. 

Winchester,  Mass.  :  Seek-and-Save  Society. 

Windham,  O.  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle. 

Woburn,  Mass.  :  Woburn  Workers. 

Underbill  Flat,  Vt.  :  Mountain  Daisies. 
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An  experience  of  five  years  in  missionary  work  has  fairly  estab- 
lished us  in  it;  and,  coming  together  to  celebrate  this  marked  period 
in  our  history,  our  last  annual  meeting  at  Newark,  N.J.,  was  the 
largest  ever  held.  In  the  past  year,  two  new  auxiliaries  have  been 
added.  The  original  society  in  Philadelphia  has  "  colonized,"  and 
we  hope  for  double  help  from  that  source.  A  society  has  been 
formed  at  Plainfield,  N.J. ;  and  as  other  churches,  where  no  society 
exists,  have  been  urged  to  join  us,  we  yet  expect  them,  meaning 
to  be  no  less  importunate  than  patient  towards  them.  Several 
societies  report  new  members.  In  one,  where  old  and  young  unite, 
are  included  an  old  lady  of  eighty-five  and  a  little  girl  of  eight 
years.  In  another,  a  missionary  meeting  was  held  at  the  bedside 
of  an  invalid  member,  who  has  since  died,  leaving  a  blessed  influ- 
ence behind  her.  Failing  to  secure  a  full  treasury  by  subscrip- 
tions, some  have  resorted  to  special  efforts,  and  have  held,  here  a 
spelling-match,  there  a  festival  or  concert,  if  in  any  way  the  money 
might  be  raised  to  forward  our  cause.  The  mission-circles  have 
also  tried  various  plans  to  increase  their  receipts,  and,  in  their  self- 
imposed  '*  mission  "  to  enlist  every  child  as  a  subscriber,  prove 
themselves  "  zealously  aflected."  The  "  Orange-Buds"  prepared 
a  box  (valued  at  fifty  dollars)  of  fancy  work,  patterns,  and  mate- 
rials, for  Miss  Proctor  to  take  with  her  on  her  return  to  Aintab, 
thus  helping  her  to  "  adorn  the  doctrine  "  she  teaches  her  pupils. 

From  Miss  Gouldy,  our  missionary  in  Japan,  we  hear  that 
"  many  are  learning  the  wonderful  power  of  grace  in  their  own 
hearts  as  they  did  not  know  it  before ;  and  those  who  are  in  the 
house  with  us  show  this  in  their  words  and  ways."  Her  letters, 
and  those  from  other  fields,  have  been  circulated  through  our 
branch,  serving  to  encourage  and  stimulate  us  in  our  efforts. 

Our  "woman's  work,"  in  whatever  success  it  can  claim,  owes  a 
grateful  tribute  to  Dr.  Bush,  whose  ready  sympathy  and  active 
interest  have  established  him  as  our  "  helper  in  Christ."  The 
treasurer  reports  $1,621.89;  and  asmuch  regret  has  been  expressed 
by  our  members  that  the  receipts  were  no  larger,  with  great  desire 
that  they  might  increase  another  year,  we  hope  these  desires  will 
pass  into  petitions  to  Him  who  is  "  great  in  counsel,  and  mighty  in 
work,"  to  provide  for  ub  a  way  that  our  ability  may  increase. 

Anna  P.  Halsey,  Secretary. 
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ASSOCIATE     SOCIETIES. 

In  order  of  connection  with  the  Branch,  with  their  Mission- Circles. 

Philadelphia  :  Mrs.  Nelson  F.  Evans,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  May- 
nard,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Goodell,  See'y  and 
Treas. ;   members,  40. 

Philadelphia  :  Golden  Links,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Stone,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Jessie  Campbell,  Sec'y  ;  Mary  G.  Skillman,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 12. 

Philadelphia  :    Carrier-Doves,   Miss    E.    L.   Goodell,    Pres. 
Miss  Liddie  B.  Harper,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Helen  M.   Craw- 
ford, Treas.;  members,  12. 

Philadelphia  :  Snow-Flakes.  —  This  Mission-Circle  consists  of 
the  entire  infant  school  of  the  Central  Congregational 
Church,  thirty-six  in  number. 

Washington  :  Mrs.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  W.  dicker- 
ing, Sec'y;  Mrs.  D.  C.  Patterson,  Treas.;  members,  39. 

Washington  :  Ivy-Leaves,  Addie  Smith,  Vice-Pres. ;  Fannie 
Chickering,  Treas. ;  Lizzie  Coleman,  Sec'y ;  members,  1 2. 

Jersey  City,  1st  Church  :  Mrs.  H.  S.  Eeynolds,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
Clark,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Speers,  Treas. ;  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Hunt,  Sec'y ;  members,  42. 

Jersey  City  :  Earnest  Workers,  Mrs.  Tuxberry,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Nellie  Fields,  Vice-Pres. ;  Hattie  Case,  Treas. ;  A.  E. 
St.  John,  Sec'y;  members,  18. 

Newark  :  Mrs.  William  B.  Brown,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  F.  S.  Dough- 
erty, Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  P.  Taft,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William 
Robotham,  Treas  ;  members,  35. 

Newark  :  Workers  for  Jesus,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Brown,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Dougherty,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Nellie  Hobbs,  Sec'y ; 
Mamie  Dickinson,  Treas. ;  members,  23. 

Newark,  Belleville- Avenue  Church:  Mrs.  Ray  Palmer, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  M.  Boynton,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Hattie 
Palmer,  Treas. ;  members,  39. 

Newark:  Mission  Band,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Holmes,  Pres.;  Miss 
Carrie  Burnett,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Kittie  Denison,  Treas. ; 
members,  14. 
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Orange  :  Mrs.  George  E.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  P.  Halsey, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Dr.  W.  Pierson,  Treas.  ;  members,  30. 
Orange  :    Orange-Buds,  Miss    Greene,    Pres. ;   Miss  Jennie  R. 

Osgood,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  L.  Adams,  Treas. ;  members, 

42. 
Baltimore  :    Mrs.  H.  C.   Lockwood,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  T.  Holmes, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Martin  Hawley,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.   Sidney 

Turner,  Treas.  ;  members,  17. 
Baltimore  :  Baltimore  Bees,  Miss  Lottie  Martins,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Amelia    Grimm,    Sec'y;   Miss   Mabel    Latham,   Treas.; 

members,  8. 
East  Orange  :    Mrs.  William  G.  Boyce,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Alpheus 

Hinds,  Sec'y;  Miss  E.  D.  Pierson,  Treas.;  members,  41. 
Paterson  :  Mrs.  A.  C.   Crosby,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   S.   Courter,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  P.  Rose,  Sec'y  and  Treas.;  members,  25. 
Montclair  :  Mrs.  A.  H.  Bradford,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edward  Sweet, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.    Samuel  Holmes,    Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy 

W.  Rodman,  Treas. ;  members,  21. 
Montclair  :    Montclair    Blossoms,   Miss   Hattie  Brown,  Pres. ; 

Miss   Annie  C.    Bull,   Vice-Pres. ;    Miss   Eulalie   Van 

Lennep,  Sec'y  ;  Miss    Florence  B.  Dike,  Treas. ;    mem- 
bers, 30. 
Stanley:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Munn,  Pres. ;  Mrs.    G.   B.  Blasieur,   Rec. 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.    A.  M.   Samson,  Cor.'  Sec'y ;  Miss  Nettie 

French,  Treas.;  members,  15. 
Jersey  City,   2d    Church:  Mrs.  C.   Pickett,  Pres.;  Mrs.  E. 

Sheffield,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  Shore,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E. 

McKinney,  Treas. ;  members,  16. 
Herndon,  Va.  :  Mrs.  S.  V.  Burbank,  Pres.;  Mrs.  L.  Sweetser, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Laura  Burton,  Treas. ;  members,  20. 
Middletown,   N.Y. :    Mrs.    S.  B.    Corwin,   Pres.;    Mrs.  S.   S. 

Conklin,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.   J.    Schoonmaker,  Sec'y 

Mrs.  W.  McNish,  Treas. ;  members,  15. 
Philadelphia,  2d  Church  :  Mrs.  L.  Whiting,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L. 

Adams,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Travis,  Rec.  Sec'y  ;  Miss 

Mary  Couch,    Cor.   Sec'y;   Miss   A.   Whiting,   Treas.; 

members,  19. 
Plainfield,   N.J. ;    Mrs.   Roberts,    Pres. ;    Mrs.    Peter  Bogart, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Peter  M.  Demorest,  Treas. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS   MADE    THROUGH   THE   PHILADEL 
PHIA   BRANCH  IN  1875. 

Greene,  Miss  Adele.  i  Holmes,  Miss  Carrie  Sweet. 

Halsey,  Mrs.  J.  L.  |  Van  Lennep,  Miss  Eulalie. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW-HAVEN  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Burdett  Hart,  New  Haven. 

Honorary  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  O.  P.  Hubbard,  65  West  19th  Street,  New  York. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  T.  D.  Woolsey,  250  Church  Street. 

Mrs.  D.  Murdoch,  58  Trumbull  Street. 

Mrs.  S.  Harris,  144  College  Street. 

Mrs.  Pw  P.  Cowles,  632  Chapel  Street. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Bonar,  New  Milford,  Litchfield  County. 

Miss  M.  P.  Hinsdale,  West  Winsted,  Litchfield  County. 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Smith,  East  Hampton,  Middlesex  County. 

Mrs.  S.  McCall,  East  Haddam,  Middlesex  County. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Hough,  Danbury,  Fairfield  County. 

Mrs.  G.  B.  Willcox,  Stamford  Fairfield  County. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hume,  15  Home  Place. 

Home  Secretaries. 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Prudden,  43  Grove  Street. 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Adam,  82  Wall  Street. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Wyllys  Peck,  113  College  Street. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  Julia  Twining,  137  Elm  Street. 

Auditor. 

Roger  S.  White,  Esq.,  69  Church  Street. 

Assistant  Secretaries. 

Mrs  Susan  Whittlesey.  Miss  Fanny  E.  Walker. 
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Another  twelve  months'  work  for  the  Master  is  completed ; 
and  the  records  are  all  bound  up  in  his  "  book  of  remembrance." 
How  much  of  it  has  received  the  " well  done*'  we  cannot  tell ; 
but,  according  to  our  computation,  we  show  a  slow  but  steady 
progress. 

The  full  and  uniform  attendance  upon  our  monthly  meetings  is 
very  encouraging;  and  the  repeated  assurance  concerning  them, 
that  "  it  was  good  to  be  there,"  evinces  most  conclusively  that 
there  is  a  true  interest  in  this  work. 

Christian  women  are  learning  the  joys  of  obedience ;  and  the 
"  go  tell  "  of  our  risen  Lord  bears  a  new  import  to  each  one  as  she 
obeys.  Some  who  were  only  listeners  a  year  ago  are  now  repeat- 
ing and  echoing  the  missionary  call  from  church  to  church,  and 
town  to  town.  We  know  the  dear  Saviour  has  work  for  all  his 
fold,  sheep  and  lambs  too.  Some  may  be  called  to  take  only  a 
very  small  part ;  but  the  work  will  never  be  a  success  until  all  who 
belong  to  the  same  fold  are  united  in  the  work.  We  are  hoping 
and  praying  that  eighteen  thousand  shares  may  be  distributed  to 
the  sisterhood  of  our  own  field,  and  very  soon,  and  that  not  one 
may  be  found  without  a  dividend. 

During  the  past  year,  three  missionaries  have  gone  to  the  foreign 
field  from  our  midst,  as  well  as  three  others  who  have  been  more 
or  less  connected  with  our  branch.  From  those  who  have  gone 
in  previous  years,  we  have  received  urgent  calls  for  more  laborers. 

Since  our  last  report,  we  have  chosen  two  vice-presidents  in 
each  county,  eight  in  all ;  and  this  we  count  a  step  forward. 
From  these  co-workers,  who  have  already  done  good  service,  we 
have  great  hopes. 

We  have  ninety-t>ne  auxiliaries  connected  with  us,  and  fifty- 
three  mission- circles,  making  a  total  gain  of  forty  during  the 
year. 

These  figures  do  not,  however,  convey  a  full  report  of  our  gains. 
The  information  received,  the  desire  manifest  to  educate  the 
children  in  missionary  knowledge,  and  the  growing  sympathy  of 
our  pastors,  cannot  be  indicated  in  numbers. 

We  support  seven  missionaries,  twelve  Bible-readers,  seventy-five 
girls  in  mission  boarding-schools,  one  teacher,  three  day-schools  ; 
and  we  have  fitted  up  and  furnished  two  rooms  in  the  Constant!- 
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nople  Home,  besides  what  we  have  paid  into  the  general  fund  of 
the  Woman  s  Board  of  Missions. 

The  advance  in  the  receipts  of  our  treasury  is  a  great  cause  of 
thankfulness.  The  Lord  indeed  "made  willing  "  the  hearts  of  his 
people ;  and  we  thankfully  laid  at  his  feet,  at  the  close  of  our  financial 
year,  $12,654.  Ten  thousand  dollars  had  been  pledged;  and  some 
tremblingly  inquired,  "  Where  will  it  come  from?  " 

But  He  whose  are  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills  has  been 
with  us,  and  we  raise  anew  our  Ebenezer,  and  look  up. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hume,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Barkhamsted  :  Mrs.  Horace  Case,  Pres. ;  members,  5. 
Bethel:  Mrs.   George  L.  Waters,  Pres.;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Benedict, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  W.  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bethlehem  :  Mrs.  Henry  Peck,  Pres. ;   Miss  Mary  Humphrey, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Caroline  Bird,  Treas. ;  members,  42. 
Birmingham  :  Mrs.  William  T.  Bacon,  Pres. ;    Miss  E.  E.  K. 

Hawley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Branford  :  Mrs.   E.  C.  Baldwin,  Pres. ;   Mrs.    Lynde   Frisbie, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  Anna  Bibcock,  Treas. 
Bridgeport  :  Mrs.  C.  R.   Palmer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edwin  Johnson, 

Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  Harriet  Hawley,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Alexander 

Hawley,  Treas. ;  members,  325. 
Canaan:  Mrs.  L.   N.  Reid,  Pres.;    Miss  S.  W.  Adam,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Taft,  Treas. ;  members,  20. 
Center  Brook  :  Mrs  Samuel  Griswold,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stod- 
dard, Sec'y;  Miss  Hittie  Comstock,  Treas. ;  members,  36. 
Cheshire  :  Mrs.  John  M.  Wolcott,  Pres. ;  members,  34. 
Colebrook  :  Mrs.  Henry  Russell,  Pres. 
Colchester  :  Mrs.   S.   G.  Willard,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Gillette 

Rec.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Curtis,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Wheeler,  Treas. 
Cornwall  :  Mrs.  S.  J.  White,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  C.  Monson,  Sec'y 

and  Treas.  ;  members,  27. 
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D anbury  :  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hough,  Pres. ;  Miss  Caroline  Seeley,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Stone,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Roger 
Averill,  Rec.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  E.  Ryder,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 146. 

Derby  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Vorce,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sawyer,  Sec'y ; 
Miss  Anna  M.  Sperry,  Treas. ;  members,  56. 

East  Haddam  :  Mrs.  James  Alexander,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Eugene  W. 
Chaffee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  26. 

East  Hampton  :  Mrs.  A.  N.  Niles,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Joel  Ives,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Matilda  Sexton,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Henry  Barton, 
Treas.;  members,  27. 

East  Hampton  Union  :  Mrs.  J.  B.  Griswold,  Pres. ;  Miss  Julia 
West,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Ella  Buell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

East  Haven  :  Mrs.  D.  W.  Havens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  Forbes, 
Sec'y;  Mrs.  Caroline  Thompson,  Treas.  ;  members,  57. 

Easton  :  Mrs.  Rufus  Wheeler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Martin  Dudley, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs  Julia  Edwards,  Treas. ;  members,  72. 

Falls  Village  :  Mrs.  A.  H.  Miner,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  G.  Bonney, 
Sec'y. 

Fair  Haven  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  J.  S.  C.  Abbott,  Pres. ; 
members,  80. 

Goshen  :  Mrs.  Timothy  A.  Hazen,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  Norton, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  Maria  Norton,  Treas. ;  members,  25. 

Haddam  :  Mrs.  E.  E.  Lewis,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Emily  S.  Bass,  Miss 
Mary  Brainard,  Vice  Pres.;  Mrs.  Osmer  Smith,  Cor. 
Sec'y ;  Miss  C.  R.  Kelsey,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 60. 

Kent  :  Mrs.  John  Hopson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  H.  Pratt,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Hopson,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Charles  Ed- 
wards, Treas.;  members,  27. 

Killingworth  :  Mrs.  William  Miller.  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Harvey  Lane, 
Se'i'y  and  Treas. 

Litchfield  :  Mrs.  George  C.  Woodruff,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Rich- 
ards, Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  30. 

Madison:  Mrs.  J.  T.  Lee,  Pres.;  Mrs.  D.  Tuttle,  Cor.  Sec'y; 
Miss  Lizzie  Lee,  Rec.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Samuel  Willard, 
Treas. ;  members,  20. 

Meriden  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Moses  N.  Wilder,  Pres. ;  Mi»s 
Lottie  P.  Foster,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Meriden  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  Ed.  Hungerford,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E. 
•  A.  Winslow,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Frank  Ives,  Treas. 

Middlefield  :  Mrs.  H.  L.  Denison,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Deni- 
son,  SeJy ;  Mrs.  S.  D.  Jewett,  Treas.;  members,  26. 

Middle  H  add  am  :  Mrs.  R.  D.  Tibbals,  Pres. ;  Miss  Hattie  Rob- 
erts, Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  Strong,  Cor.  Sec'y;  Miss 
Fannie  W.  Norton,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  32. 

Middletown  :  First  Church,  Miss  Emily  Tracy,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Sarah  Sill,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  B.  Hazen,  Sec'y  and 
Treas.;  members,  67. 

Middletown  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Elijah  I.  Hubbard,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Wilcox,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  F.  Browning, 
Sec'y;  Mrs.  Nellie  Douglas,  Treas. ;  members,  33. 

Milton  :  Mrs.  George  J.  Harrison,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Gilbert  Page, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  21. 

Monroe  :  Mrs.  W.  H  Curtiss,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  T.  Waterman,  Cor. 
Sec  y ;  Miss  Rebecca  Curtiss,  Rec.  Sec'y ;  Miss  Hattie 
Beardsley,  Treas.;  members,  30. 

Morris  :  Mrs.  R.  H.  Gidman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  M.  Ensign, 
Sec'y ;  Miss  Myra  Lyman,  Treas. ;  members,  34. 

Mount  Carmel  :  Mrs.  James  Ives,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Smith, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  D.  H.  Cooper,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 40. 

New  Britain  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Isaac  N.  Lee,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
Mortimer  H.  Stanley,  Cor.  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Alice  G.  Stan- 
ley, Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas.  ;  members,  47. 

New  Britain  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Samuel  Rockwell,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  Charles  Peck,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  Warren  Tuck, 
Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas.;  members,  38. 

New  Haven  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Collins,  Pres. ;  Miss 
H.  Johanna  Perry,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Susan  Bradley,  Treas. ; 
members,  126. 

New  Haven  :  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Mrs.  Lewis  Fitch,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Prudden,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Fairchild, 
Sec'y  and  Treas.  ;  members,  183. 

New  Haven  :  College-street  Church,  Mrs.  Luman  Covvles,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Guernsey,  Sec'y  and  Treas.;  members,  31. 

New  Haven  :  Davenport  Church,  Mrs.  I.  C.  Meserve,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Pardee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  32. 


42 

New  Haven:  Dwi^ht-place  Church,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Fabrique,  Pres. 

Mrs.  I.  Whittlesey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  L.  C.  Pratt,  Treas. 
New  Haven:  Fair  Haven   First   Church,  Mrs.  Burdett   Hart, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Willis  Hemingway,  Sec'}  ;  Miss  Julia  Wil- 
liams, Treas. ;  members,  102. 
New  Haven  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  Ed.  Hawes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  L. 

Cady,  S^c'y;  Mrs.  A.  McAlister,  Treas.;  members,  85. 
New  Haven  :  Howard  Avenue  Church,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Minor,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Sarah  Moffat,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  70. 
New  Haven  :  Temple-street  Church,  Mrs  M.  A.  Lathrop,  Pres. 
New  Haven  :  Third  Church,  Mrs.  D.  Murdoch,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H. 

Beebe,  Sec'y  and  Treas  ;  members,  30. 
New  Haven  :  Yale  College  Church,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Woolsey,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  Cyrus  Northr  <p,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  37. 
New  Milford  :  Mrs.  L.  B.  Bonar,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Walter  Bostwick, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  C.   B.   Bennett,   Sec'y;    Miss   Sophia 

Hine,  Treas.;  members,  115. 
New  Preston  :    Mrs.   Samuel  J.  Averill,  Pres.  ;    Miss  H.   P. 

Burnham,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Ellen  M.  Averill,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 28. 
North  Branford  :  Mrs.  Alpheus  Stillson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E. 

Whedon,  Sec'y ;  Miss  N.  W.  Bunnell,  Treas. 
Northfield  :  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Camp,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   Laura  H. 

Catlin,  Sec'y;  Miss  Mary  E.  Peck,  Treas. ;  members,  27. 
Northford  :  Mrs.  G.   De  F.  Folsom,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.   B.   Page, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  45. 
North  Haven  :  Mrs.  S.  F.  Linsley,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  A.  Linsley, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Bishop,  Treas. ;  members,  24. 
Norfolk  :  Mrs.  Fred.  E.  Poster,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  Curtiss,  Sec'y  ; 

Miss  Rosie  Hubbard,  Treas. ;  members,  40. 
North  Woodstock  :  Mrs.  T.  H.  Brown,  Pres. ;  members,  34. 
Norwalk  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Lewis  J.  Curtiss,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J. 

A.  Hamilton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  E.  W.  Brown,  Rec.  Sec'y  ; 

Miss  C.  E.  Raymond,  Cor.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members, 

162. 
Newtown  :  Mrs.  Henry  Fairchild,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hoyt.  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  John  Wheeler,  Treas. 
Oxford  :  Mrs.  John   Churchill,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  N.  J.  Wilcoxson, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs  William  Clark,  Treas.  ;  members,  20. 
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Plymouth:  Mrs.  A.  D.   Wells,  Pres.;    Mrs.   George    Langdon 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Horace  Fenn,  Treas. 
Prospect  :  Mrs.  B.  B.  Brown,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Franklin  Countryman, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  12. 
Redding  :  Mrs.  S.  G.  Law,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Thomas  Sanford,  Sec'y  ; 

Miss  Abbie  Sanford,  Treas. 
Ridgefield  :  Mrs.   Calvin  H.  Kendall,  Pres. ;    Miss   Sarah  A. 

Keeler,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Riverton  :  Mrs.  Arba  Alford,  Pres. ;  Miss  Annie  Alford,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  12. 
Roxbury  :  Miss  Helen  Blackman,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  H.  E.  Bradley, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  D.  Jones,  Treas. 
Salisbury  :  Mrs.  O.  Jewell,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   A.  H.  Holley,  Cor. 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Milton  H.  Robbins,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ; 

members,  54. 
Saybrook  :  Mrs.  F.  N.  Zabriskie,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Giles  Ward,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Miss  Agnes  Acton,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy  B.  Ward, 

Treas. ;  members,  91. 
Sharon  :  Mrs.  A.  B.  Bullions,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lina  S.  Roberts,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  9. 
South  Britain  :  Mrs.  Merwin  Mitchell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  Baldwin, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Mitchell,  Treas. 
Southbury  :  Mrs.   S.  M.  Hartwell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hooker, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Canaan  :  Mrs.  E.  Manley,  Pres. 
Stamford  :  Mrs.  Thomas  Davenport,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James  Betts, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  John   Davenport,   Rec.   Sec'y  ;    Mrs. 

Samuel  Fessenden,  Cor.  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  A.  P.  Beals,  Treas. ; 

members,  11. 
Thomaston  :  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Backus,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abbie  Potter, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Trumbull  :  Mrs.  N.  T.  Merwin,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  Newell  Brins- 

made,  Secsy  and  Treas. ;  members,  40. 
Washington  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  Richards,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Willis  S.  Colton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  44. 
Watertown  :  Miss  Abby  Woodward,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Birken- 

mayer,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  W.  S. Munger,  Treas. ;  members,  62. 
Waterbury  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Israel  Holmes,  Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

Dr.  Bartlett,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Amelia  Benedict,  Treas.  ;  mem- 
bers, 100.    v 


44 

Warren  :  Mrs.  William  Bassett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  Hine,  Secy 
and  Treas.  ;  members,  12. 

Westbrook  :  Mrs.  Reuben  Sfcannard,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Page,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Kimball,  Sec'y;  Miss  Alice  Dee,  Treas. ; 
members,  32. 

Westchester  :  Mrs.  H.  Bell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Samuel  Brown,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  W.  Adams,  Sec'y  and  Treas.:  members,  19. 

West  Haven  :  Mrs.  James  B.  Reynolds,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  H.  Peet, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  50. 

West  Haven  :  Oak  Hill  Seminary,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Atwater,  Pres. 

Whitney  ville  :  Mrs.  Austin  Putnam,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Luther  Day- 
ton, Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Elias  Dickerman,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J. 
Tinkey,  Treas. ;  members,  25. 

Wilton  :  Miss  Miranda  B.  Mervvin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Virginia  Middle- 
brook  and  Miss  Amanda  Jordan,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Jennie 
H.  Olmstead,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  ;  members,  73. 

Winsted  :  Mrs.  Ezra  Baldwin,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  P.  Hinsdale, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  29. 

Wolcottville  :  Mrs.  A.  E.  Perrin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  C.  Cal- 
houn, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  H.  Welch,  Treas. 

Woodbury  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hotchkiss,  Pres. ;  Miss 
M.  J.  Cogswell,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Seth'Hollister,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 62. 

Westport  :  Mrs.  Thomas  Lees,  Pres. ;  Miss  Eliza  G.  Burr,  Sec'y  ; 
Mrs.  B.  L.  Wood  worth,  Treas. 

West  ville  :  Mrs.  I.  L.  Willard,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Frances  Benton, 
Sec'y  and  Treas.  ■ 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Bridgeport  :  Willing  Workers,  Miss  Martha  Higby,  Sec'y. 

Colebrook:  Laurel  Leaves,  Miss  Mary  E.  Butler,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. ;  members,  5. 

Cornwall  :  Hillside  Workers,  Mary  Dudley,  Sec'y ;  Sarah  Cole, 
Treas. ;  members,  15. 

Derby  :  Mission  Workers,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Culver,  Pres. ;  Ida  Rock- 
well, Sec'y ;  Isabella  Osborne,  Treas. ;  members,  40. 
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East  Haddam  :  Willing  Helpers,  Mrs.  Lois  C.  Chaffee,  Pres. 
Katie  Gardner,  Sec'y  ;  Lillian  Alexander,  Treas. 

East  Haven  :  Little  Workers,  Mrs.  Frink,  Pres. ;  Miss  Eva 
Bradley,  Sec'y  ;  members,  35. 

Fair  Haven  :  Second  Church  Mission- Circle. 

Madison  :  AVilling  Hearts. 

Meriden  :  First  Church,  Cheerful  Givers. 

Meriden  :   Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 

Middle  Haddam  :  Girls'  Mission-Circle,  Delia  J.  Sears,  Pres. ; 
Emma  Fitch,  Sec'y;  Carrie  E.  Tibbals,  Treas.;  mem.  14. 

Mount  Carmel  :  Mount  Carmel  Gleaners,  Alice  Benedict,  Pres. ; 
Mary  Cooke,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Lollie  Ives,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  ; 
members,  5. 

New  Britain  :  Centre  Church,  Little  Givers ;  members,  75. 

New  Britain  :  South  Church,  Cheerful  Givers,  Emma  J.  Conk- 
lin,  Sec'y;  members,  18. 

New  Haven  :  Miss  Peck's  School,  Busy  Bees. 

New  Haven:  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Ruby  Seals,  Freddy 
Calhoun,  Pres. ;  Mary  Atwater,  Vice-Pres. ;  Frank  Bige- 
low,  Sec'y ;  Willie  Clark,  Treas.  Morning  Star  Mission 
Circle,  Eddie  Atwater,  Pres.  ;  Kattie  Latham,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Tommy  Pitman,  Sec'y;  L.  Atlanta  Ramsdell, 
Treas.  Aurora  Society,  Miss  Carrie  Monson,  Pres. ; 
Miss  Hattie  Holt,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Nellie  Augur,  Treas. 

New  Haven  :  North  Church,  West  End  Institute  Mission-Circle, 
Miss  Annie  W.  Gilbert,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Rice,  Sec'y ; 
Miss  Elizabeth  Warren,  Treas.  Mrs.  Cady's  School ; 
members,  40. 

New  Haven  :  College-street  Church,  Cheerful  Workers,  Miss 
Mary  Bryan,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  The  Reapers,  William 
A.  Rogers,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  Givers  on  Trust,  Dr.  H. 
Carrington,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  Mite- Givers.  Wide- 
Awakes  (boys'  circle). 

New  Haven  :  Third  Church,  Miss  Lottie  Chandler's    Sunday- 
school  Class  Mission-Band,  Miss  Sarah  Landfear,  Miss 
Rosa  Stevens,  Managers.     Third  Church  Mission- Circle* 
Miss  Bella  Hume,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lottie  Thorn,  Vice-Pres. 
Miss  N.  Bowditch,  Sec'y ;  Miss  M.  Foote,  Treas. 
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New  Haven  :  Fair  Haven  First  Church,  Lilies-of-t he-Valley, 
Minnie  L.  Hart,  Pres. ;  Jennie  Bishop,  Sec'y  ;  Etta  San- 
ford,  Treas.  Pearl-Seekers,  Carrie  Gladden,  Sec'y  ; 
Hattie  Higgins,  Treas. 

New  Milford  :  Golden  Links,  Miss  Isabella  Wilson,  Pres. ; 
members,  80. 

New  Milford  :  Star  Circle,  Miss  Mary  Blinn,  Sec'y ;  mem- 
bers, 20. 

North  Woodstock  :  Mission-Circle. 

Norwalk:  Mission-Band  (young  ladies)  ;  members,  40. 

Norwalk  :  Young  Folks,  Miss  Sallie  S.  Betts,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Ely,  Treas. ;  members,  25. 

Norwalk  :  Sunbeams,  Mission-Circle,  Miss  C.  E.  Raymond, 
Sec'y ;  members,  45. 

Plymouth  :  Arbutus-Gleaners,  Miss  Mary  Blakeslee,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Emma  Kelsey,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  ;  members,  17. 

Saybrook  :  Seaside  Mission-Band,  Amelia  S.  Hart,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. ;  members,  50. 

Sharon:  Busy  Bees,  Miss  Hattie  Hamlin,  Pres.;  Miss  Charlotte 
Bullions,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  Gilette,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 6. 

Somers  :  Willing  Workers  for  Jesus,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Pease,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

South  Britain  :  Mite-Gleaners,  Mrs.  Henry  Downes,  Pres.  ; 
Miss  Lottie  Curtiss,  Vice  Pres. ;  Miss  Nellie  Canfield, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  David  Piatt,  Treas. 

South  Norwalk:  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Miss  Julia 
Pennel,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Florence  Benedict,  Vice-Pres. ; 
Miss  Dora  Dennis,  Secy;  Miss  Anna  F.  Burke,  Treas. 

Thomaston  :  Free  Givers,  Miss  Mary  E.  Gilbert,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Alice  E.  Pierce,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sadie  C.  Gilbert,  Treas. ; 
Members,  50. 

Thomaston  :  News-Bearers  (boys'  circle)  ;  members,  28. 

Watertown  :  Little  Gleaners,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Munger,  Pres. ;  Mary 
M.  Percy,  Vice-Pres. ;  Anna  M.  Peck,  Sec'y ;  Ella  M. 
Portres,  Treas. ;  members,  22. 

Watertown  :  Earnest  Workers  (young  ladies),  Mrs.  Eli  Cur- 
tiss, Pres. ;  Miss  Aletta  Baldwin,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Henrietta 
Allyn,  Treas. 


47 


Watertown  :  Juvenile  Missionary  Association,  Bertie  Turner, 
Sec'y  ;   Ira  C.  Hotchkiss,  Treas.  ;  members,  18. 

Waterrury  :  Five  Brothers  Society,  Frank  C.  Holmes,  Sec'y ; 
Charles  Holmes,  Treas. 

Waterbury  :  Second  Church  Mission- Circle,  Mrs.  Durand, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Baldwin,  Miss  Holmes,  Miss  Benedict,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Miss  L.  M.  French,  Sec'y;  Miss  Nellie  King,  Treas. 

Westbrook  :  Seaside  Mission- Gleaners,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Rawson, 
Sec'y  :  members,  28. 

West  Haven  :  Mission-Circle. 

"West  Haven  :  Missionary  Seed-Planters. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH  THE  NEW-HAVEN 
BRANCH  IN  1875. 


Allen,  Mrs.  Robbins. 
Atwater,  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Barnum,  Mrs.  Helen  R. 
Biddle,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Bigelow,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Birdsey,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Bronson,  Miss  Susan. 
Browning,  Mrs.  Phebe. 
Brougbton,  Miss  Alice. 
Bulkley,  Mrs.  R.  W.  P. 
Bushnell,  Mrs.  Nancy  M. 
Camp,  Mrs.  Moses. 
Candee,  Mrs.  C.  T. 
Chaffee,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Clarke,  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Churchill,  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Curtiss,  Mrs.  Charles. 
Day,  Mrs.  G.  B. 
Doen,  Miss  Helen  Katie. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  Julia. 
Fowler,  Mrs.  Levi. 
Fowler,  Miss  Eliza. 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Hart,  Mrs.  Norman. 
Hart,  Mrs.  Luther. 
Hill,  Miss  Ida  W.  M. 
Hubbard,  Mrs.  Rosanna. 
Hume,  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Hungerford ,  Mrs.  Frank. 


Hyde,  Mrs.  Anna  C. 
James,  Mrs.  "William  A. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Edwin. 
Kellogg,  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Kelsey,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Ketcham,  Mrs.  Treadwell. 
Leavitt,  Mrs.  Martha. 
Lee,  Miss  Lizzie  B. 
Marsh,  Miss  Helen. 
Merwin,  Mrs.  Smith. 
Merwin,  Mrs.  Nathan  T. 
Miller,  Mrs.  Samuel. 
Minor,  Mrs.  Josiah  G. 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Mitchell  S. 
Nash,  Mrs.  William  B. 
Norton,  Miss  Sarah  B. 
Osborne,  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Paddock,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Page,  Mrs.  Eliza  A. 
Pardee,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Peck,  Mrs.  Minnie  L. 
Pierpont,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Porter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 
Potter,  Miss  Abbie. 
Punderson,  Mrs.  Betsy. 
Randle,  Miss  Louise. 
Randle,  Miss  Clara. 
Ranson,  Mrs.  George  R. 
Reed,  Miss  Elizabeth. 
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Rudd,  Mrs.  Maria  H. 
Russell,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Sage,  Miss  Mary. 
Sawyer,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Stanley,  Mrs.  Mortimer  N. 
Stanley,  Mrs.  Henry. 
Stanley,  Miss  Alice  G. 
Steele,  Mrs.  Sarah  L. 
Stevens,  Miss  Mabel  I. 
Talcott,  Miss  Elizabeth  K. 
Thorne,  Mrs.  S.  G. 
Tracy,  Miss  Ellen. 
Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Henry. 


Trowbridge,  Mrs.  Ezekiel  H. 
Twining,  Miss  Julia. 
Vorce,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Wells,  Mrs.  D.  H. 
Wells,  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Wheaton,  Mrs.  Frances. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  Rufus. 
White,  Mrs.  Henry  D. 
Whiting,  Miss  Jennie. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Wordin,  Mrs.  N.  S. 
Wight,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Wyekoff,  Mrs.  J.  E.  R. 


REPORT   OF   THE   VERMONT   BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Mrs.  Henry  Robinson,  South  Hero, 
for  Grand-Isle  County. 

Mrs.  A.  B.    Swift,    Enosburgh,  for 

Franklin  County. 

Jwrs.  E.  P.  Wild,  Newport,  for  Or- 
leans County. 

Mrs.  Samuel  R.  Hall,  Browning- 
ton,  for  Essex  County. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Worcester,  Burlington, 
for  Chittenden  County. 

Mrs.  D.  W.  Haedy,  Stowe,  for  La 
moille  County. 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Fuller,  St.  Johnsbury, 
for  Caledonia  County. 


Mrs.  Joseph  Steele,  Middlebury, 
for  Addison  County. 

Mr?.  W.  H.  Lord,  Montpelier,  for 
Washington  County. 

Mrs.  Mary  P.  S.  Prichard,  Brad- 
ford, for  Orange  County. 

Mrs.  Newton  Kellogg,  Pittsford, 
for  Rutland  County. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Hale,  Chester,  for  Wind- 
sor County. 

Miss  Sophia  Park,  Bennington,  for 
Bennington  County. 

Mrs.  James  Estey,  Brattleborough, 
Acting  Vice-President  for  Windham 
County. 


Secretary. 
Miss  Julia  P.  Pease,  Rutland. 
Asst.  Secretary. 
Miss  Sophie  H.  Aiken,  Rutland. 

Treasurer. 
Mrs.  George  H.  Fox,  Rutland. 

Auditor. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merrill,  Rutland. 
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The  Vermont  branch  is  steadily  working  towards  its  ideal,  —  a 
woman's  missionary  society  in  every  church,  with  the  name  of 
every  female  member  on  its  list,  and  these  all  living  members, 
because  united  to  Christ  the  Head. 

One  by  one,  the  churches  are  finding  this  privilege,  and  accept- 
ing it  as  a  part  of  their  high  calling.  The  leaven  is  at  work.  The 
vice-presidents,  and  many  other  Christian  women,  are  deeply 
interested ;  and  many  silent  but  potent  influences  are  at  work, 
which  will  bear  fruit  surely,  we  hope  speedily. 

It  is  most  encouraging  to  notice  how  easily  the  subject  is  intro- 
duced as  a  topic  of  conversation,  and  how  quickly  people  will 
gather  at  the  sound  of  "  Woman's  Board." 

Vermont  has  a  special  thank-oifering  to  bring  to  the  Lord,  be- 
cause of  his  signal  grace  in  bringing  souls  to  Christ.  While  our 
glad  thanksgivings  arise,  we  joyfully  bring  anew  our  all  to  the 
Lord,  remembering  always  "  all  things  com  3  of  thee,  and  of  thine 
own  we  give  thee." 

Twelve  new  auxiliaries  have  been  formed  in  the  past  year,  and 
thirteen  mission-circles;  giving  us  now  sixty-seven  auxiliaries  and 
twenty-two  mission-circles.  Fifty  ladies  have  become  life-mem- 
bers during  the  year. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  gives  the  receipts  for  the  year  $3,822, 
an  excess  over  the  previous  year  of  $1,621.  After  meeting  the 
pledges  made,  $2,190  were  sent  to  the  general  fund  of  the  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Missions. 

The  salaries  of  the  Misses  Ely  of  Bitlis,  Turkey,  and  of  Mrs. 
Park,  now  in  Bombay,  have  been  paid  by  the  branch  ;  also  Miss 
Townshend's  school  of  the  Ceylon  Mission,  and  Miss  Payson's  of 
the  Foochow  Mission,  supported  in  part.  * 

Four  dormitories  in  the  Constantinople  Home  have  been  fur- 
nished ;  two  by  the  branch,  —  the  "  Daniels  Room  "  and  "  Merrill 
Room,"  so  called, —  and  two  as  in  memoriam  gifts;  one  by  the 
Rutland  auxiliary,  in  memory  of  their  beloved  friend,  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  Page ;  the  other, "  Noah  Eastman  "  room,  by  Mrs.  James  Warner 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  for  her  husband. 

We  have  assumed,  in  addition  to  last  year's  pledges,  the  rent  of 
a  Medical  Home  in  Bombay,  for  Miss  Norris,  and  one  thousand 
dollars  for  a  Home  in  Japan. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  Mrs.  Daniels,  the  honored  and  be- 
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loved  president  of  the  branch  from  its  beginning,  felt  impelled  to 
give  up  the  labors  she  had  so  faithfully  performed.  We  are  glad 
and  strengthened  in  the  thought  that  her  prayers,  as  well  as  her 
alms,  are  with  the  Lord  as  a  memorial  still ;  and  so  her  works  will 
follow  her. 

Systematic  giving  has  been  especially  encouraged  ;  and  the  en- 
velope system  meets  with  much  favor.  The  smallest  offerings  are 
encouraged.  Who  shall  say  what  is  small  when  the  increase  is 
God-given  ?  The  hidden  ones,  the  upper-chamber  saints  —  God 
be  thanked  for  them. 

Pray  for  us  as  we  pray  for  ourselves,  that  this  word  of  the  Lord 

may  be  to  us  "  the  branch  of  my  planting,  the  work  of  my  hands, 

that  I  may  be  glorified.  A  little  one  shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a 

small  one  a  strong  nation  :  I  the  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  his  time." 

Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks,  President. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 
Barnet:  Mrs.  George  Renfrew,  Directress;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Clark, 

Secy  and  Treas. 
Barre;  Mrs.  Leonard  Tenney,  Directress;  Miss  Helen  Wood, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Phillips,  Treas. 
Bennington  :  Mrs.  Mary  Kingsley,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  C.  White, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Sophia  Park,  Treas. 
Benson  :  Mrs.  H.  R.  Jones,  Pres. ;  Miss  Juliette  Kent,  Treas. ; 

Miss  Sarah  N.  Dickinson,  Sec'y. 
Bradford:  Mrs.   Edwin    Fuller,    Directress;    Miss    Charlotte 

Strickland,  Sec'y. 
Brattleborough  :    Mrs.    Orrin    Slate,  Pres.;    Miss    Rebecca 

Crosby,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Brattleborough  (West)  :   Mrs.   C.  H.  Merrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

John  Duncldee,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Frances  Cutier,  Treas. 
Bridport  :  Mrs.  W.  W.  Winchester,  Pres. 
Brookfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Silas  Hall,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Har- 
mon Rood,  Sec'y;   Mrs.  William  Graves,  Treas. 
Brookfield  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Luther  Wheatley,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

William  A.  Bushee,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Jonas  Upham,  Treas. 
Burlington  :  Mrs.  G.  G.  Benedict,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Heary  Tor- 

rey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Worcester,  Treas. 
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Castleton:  Mrs.  L.  H.  Stone,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Noyes,  Sec'y; 

Miss  Ruth  A.  Peck,  Treas. 
Charlotte  :  Mrs.  E.  H.  Wheeler,  Directress  ;  Miss  O.  P.  New- 
ell, Sec'y  and  Treas.         ,  - 
Chelsea  :  Mrs.  E.  K.  Herrick,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Aaron  Davis,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Powers,  Treas. 
Chester:   Mrs.  J.   G.  Hale,  Directress;    Mrs.  J.  S.  Chapman, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Colchester  :   Mrs.  C.  M.  Seaton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Day,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Jennie  Woolcott,  Treas. 
Cornwall  :   Mrs.  S.  W.  Magill,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Daniel  Warner, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Lane,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Danville  :  Mrs.  A.  G.  Thompson,  Directress  and  Treas. ;  Miss 

Emma  Ayer,  Sec'y. 
Dorset  :  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sykes,  Directress ;  Miss  C.  G.  Pratt,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  John  Moore,  Treas. 
East  Hardwick:  Mrs.  W.   S.  Bailey,  Directress;    Mrs.  C.  J. 

Bell,  Sec'y. 
East  Poultney:  Mrs.  Harris,  Pres.;  Miss  Mary  E.  Granger, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Jeannie  Harris,  Treas. 
Enosburgh:  Mrs.   N.    B.    Carpenter,   Directress;    Mrs.   A.  B. 

Swift,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  H.  Dow,  Treas. 
Fair  Haven  :  Mrs.  E.  L.  Allen. 
Franklin:  Mrs.   G.  R.  Munsell,  Directress;  Mrs.  Kittie  Bell, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Shedd,  Treas. 
Georgia  :  Mrs.  F.  A.   Ladd,  Directress ;   Miss  L.  M.  Gilbert, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Greensborotjgh  :  Mrs.  J.  A.  Conant,  Directress ;    Mrs.  J.   A. 

Gos3,  Sec'y. 
Hartford  :  Miss  Emily  H.    Hazen,  Directress ;   Mrs.   Edward 

Morris,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Dutton,  Treas. 
Lower  Waterford  :  Mrs.  E.  M.  Wells,  Directress ;  Miss  L.  M. 

Church,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ludlow  :  Mrs.  S.  P.  Cook,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Jonas  Dunn,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  M.  N.  Goddard,  Treas. 
Lyndon  :  Mrs.  J.  S.  Whitman. 

Lyndonville  :  Mrs.  G.  E.  Dodge,  Directress ;  Miss  Mary  Hast- 
ings, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Manchester  :  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Barnes,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


52 

Middlebury  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Steele,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abbie  Beckwith, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Ladd,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Milton:  Mrs.  J.  H.  Woodward,  Pres 

Montpelier  :  Mrs.  E.  J.  Howe,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Newbury  :  Mrs.  Freeman  Keyes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  L.  Bates,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  William  R.  Shedd,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

New  Haven:  Mrs.  Frances  K.  Knowltcn,  Directress;  Mrs. 
Louisa  W.  Barrows,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Edson  A.  Dowd,  Treas. 

North  Craetsbury  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Boardman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mary 
H.  Paddock,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Northfield  :  Mrs.  H.  E.  Whittemore. 

Orwell  :  Mrs.  Edgar  Hill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Job  Hall,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  O. 
H.  Bascom,  Treas. 

Peacham  :  Mrs.  A.  W.  Wild,  Directress ;  Miss  Jane  Chamberlin, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Pittsford:  Mrs.  R.  T.  Hall,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Newton  Kellogg,  Sec'y; 
Miss  Abbie  Stevens,  Treas. 

Post  Mills  :  Miss  H.  S.  Putnam,  Sec'y. 

Royalton  :  Mrs.  A.  W.  Kenney,  Directress  ;  Mrs.  S.  P.  Dan- 
forth,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Rutland  :  Mrs.  J.  G.  Johnson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Roys,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  M.  E.  Daniels,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Nancy  Green, 
Treas. 

Rutland  (West)  :  Mrs.  Cyrus  Johnson,  Sec'y. 

Sheldon  :  Mrs.  O.  A.  Potter,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Dr.  Langdon, 
Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  John  Draper,  Treas. 

Shoreham:  Mrs.  H.  E.  Bacon,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Clayton  Noith, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Bowman  Tottingham,  Treas. 

South  Hero  :  Mrs.  O.  G.  Wheeler,  Directress ;  Miss  Lydia 
Root,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Belinda  Gordon,  Treas. 

Springfield  :  Miss  Hattie  E.  Thomson,  Directress :  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Woolson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

St.  Albans  :  Mrs.  C.  F.   Safi'ord,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.   L.   Dutcher, 
•  Vice-Pres.*;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Swift,  Sec'y  and  Treas 

St.  Johnsbury  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Raich,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
Horace  Fairbanks,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Walker,  Treas. 

St.  Johnsbury  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Colby,  Directress  ; 
Mrs.  Ruthie  P.  Fairbanks,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Living- 
ston, Treas. 


53 

St.  Johnsbury  (East)  :  Mrs.  J.  P.  Humphrey,  Directress  ;  Mrs. 

S.  Severance,  Sec'y. 
St.   Johnsbury   (Centre):   Mrs.  P.   S.  Wheeler,  Directress; 

Miss  Lucia  C.  Wheeler,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Emma  Frost,  Treas. 
Stowe  :  Mrs.   D.  W.  Hardy,  Directress ;  Miss   Sarah  L.  Porter, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
S wanton:  Mrs.  E.  Ranslow,  Pres. ;  Miss  C.  Bullard,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Thetford  :  Mrs.  H.  P.  Closson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Townshend  :  Mrs.  Ira  K.   Batchelder,  Pres. ;  Miss   Selina  M. 

Powers,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Vergennes  :  Miss  A.  E.  Huntington,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.   J.  Strong, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wallingford  :  Mrs.  Edwin  Martindale,  Directress ;  Mrs.  John 

Scribner,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waterbury  :  Mrs.    Laura   Wild,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   Sarah   Knight, 

Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Forrest,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wells  River  :  Mrs.  M.    Carpenter,  Pres. ;  Miss   Lucia   Leslie, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Kimball,  Treas. 
Westford  :  Mrs.    George   P.  Byington,  Directress ;  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Bates,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Westminster  :  Mrs.  Julia  H.  Barnard,  Directress ;  Miss  Almeda 

V.  Allbee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Windsor  :  Mrs.  R.  T.  Searle,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.   A.  White,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Angie  Lawrence,  Treas. 
Winooski  :  Mrs.  J.  Norton,   Pres. ;  Mrs.  I.  E.  Paddock,    Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Burdick,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Barnet  :    Buds  of  Promise. 
Bennington  :  Willing  Workers. 
Benson  :  Mission-Circle. 
Bridport  :  Lakeside  Gleaners. 
Burlington:  Misses'  Missionary  Circle. 
Castleton  :  Mission-Circle. 
Chester  :  Willing  Hearts. 
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Colchester  :  The  Cheerful  Givers. 
East  Hardwick  :  Wayside  Gleaners. 
Ludlow  :  Young  People's  Mission- Circle. 
Lyndonville  :  Busy  Bees. 
Middlebury  :  Green  Mountain  Rills. 
Newport  :  Cheerful  Workers. 
Peacham  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
Rutland  :  Sunday-school  Missionary  Society. 
Shoreham  :  The  Shorehani  Band. 
South  Hero  :  Band  of  Helpers. 
Springfieed  :  Willing  Workers. 
St.  Johnsbury  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
"  «  The  Mountain  Gleaners. 

East  St.  Johnsbury  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
Vergennes  :  Cheerful  Givers. 


LIFE-MEMBERS    MADE    THROUGH    THE    VERMONT 
BRANCH  IN   1875. 


Adams,  Mrs.  Alvin  W. 
Baldwin,  Mrs/  R.  B.  W. 
Ballou,  Mrs.  John  D. 
Barrows,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Briant,  Mrs.  S.  I. 
Bushee,  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Caverly,  Mis.  A.  M. 
Child,  Mrs.  Susan 
Crossman,  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Farr,  Mrs.  Abigail  H. 
Fletcher,  Mrs.  Sarah  W. 
Follet,  Mrs.  James  W. 
Goddard,  Mrs.  Emma  A. 
Gray,  Miss  Marcia 
Hale,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Hay  ward,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hull,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Huntington,  Miss  A.  E. 
Jones,  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Leavenworth,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Lincoln,  Mrs.  Eliza 


Morrill,  Mrs.  S.  L. 
Noyes,  Miss  Mary 
Paddock,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Paine,  Mrs.  George 
Bice,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Root,  Miss  Louisa 
Searle,  Mrs.  R.  T. 
Spencer,  Miss  Bell  A. 
Spencer,  Mrs.  Hervey 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Dugald 
Stearns,  Miss  Abbie 
Stone,  Mrs.  L.  H. 
Sanford,  Miss  Julia  S. 
Tenney,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Wallace,  Miss  Emmeline 
Wells,  Mrs.  E.  M. 
White,  Miss  Martha 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Henry 
Winchester,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Young,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  RHODE-ISLAND  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  William  J.  King. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Constantine  Blodgett,  Paw-    Mrs.  John  P.  Taylor,  Newport. 

tucket.  Mrs.   Amos    D.   Lockwood,   Provi- 

Mrs.     Jeremiah     Taylor,    Provi-       dence. 

dence.  Mrs.  J.  G.  Yose,  Providence. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Laurie,  Providence.        Mrs.  Kinsley  Twining,  Providence. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  92  Bowen  Street. 
Recording   Secretary. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Leavitt,  151  Friendship  Street. 

Home  Secretary. 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Haskell,  17  Angell  Street. 

Treasurer. 
Miss  Anna  T.  White,  139  Washington  Street. 
Auditor. 
Mr.  James  W.  Taft. 


The  growth  of  the  Rhode  Island  Branch,  compared  with  many 
others,  has  been  very  slow  ;  and  the  changes  in  its  condition  from 
year  to  year  seem  slight. 

This  is  a  work,  however,  the  influence  of  which  is  not  limited 
by  figures ;  and  from  the  two  auxiliaries  only,  and  three  mission- 
circles  formed  during  the  year,  greater  results  may  follow  than  we 
now  deem  possible. 

The  total  number  of  auxiliaries  is  twenty-nine,  eleven  of  these 
being  mission-circles.  There  are  but  six  Congregational  churches 
in  the  State  not  identified  with  the  Woman's  Board. 

Our  mission-circles  are  our  strongest  helpers.  In  Pawtucket, 
three  mission-circles,  with  the  church  auxiliary,  have  assumed  the 
support  of  Mrs.  Tyler.  Another,  "  The  Willing  Hands,"  has  con- 
tributed, since  its  organization  (three  years  since),  nearly  six  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  and  another  has  considerably  exceeded  this  amount. 


Both  these  circles  are  now  busily  at  work  upon  clothing  to  be  sent 
to  missionary  families  and  the  Dakota  Home. 

The  Little  Sunbeams  and  Beneficent  Foreign  Mission-Circle, 
each  furnished  dormitories  in  the  Constantinople  Home. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  just  closed  were  $3,003.22,  exceeding 
the  collections  of  the  previous  year  by  $1,000  :  of  this  sum  $751 
were  contributed  by  mission-circles. 

The  new  life-members  number  twenty,  making  a  total  of  fifty- 
one.  Two  hundred  and  forty-six  copies  of  "  Life  and  Light "  are 
taken  in  the  State. 

As  the  strength  and  success  of  the  Woman's  Board  depends 
upon  the  efficiency  of  its  various  branches,  so  the  vitality  of  each 
branch  is  dependent  upon  its  own  auxiliaries  and  mission-circles. 
To  secure  strength  and  advancement  in  these  should  be  the  con- 
6tant  aim  of  every  Christian  worker.  As  one  meaus  of  securing 
this  end,  regular  meetings,  with  quarterly  reports  from  each,  hDW- 
ever  brief,  or  seemingly  bare  of  interest,  we  deem  very  important. 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  October,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
visit  and  hold  meetings  with  the  various  auxiliaries,  from  which 
we  hope  much  good  will  result. 

A  missionary  tour  to  our  various  fields  of  labor  found  the  work 
progressing,  and  full  of  interest.  The  girls  at  the  Dakota  Home 
give  cheering  proofs  of  the  good  instruction  given ;  and  a  brief 
visit  shows  the  great  change  wrought  in  their  lives  and  heaits. 

At  Foochow,  Miss  Paysou  is  as  actively  engaged  as  ever  with 
her  school-duties  and  the  many  calls  to  be  received  and  made, 
which  are  an  essential  part  of  her  work.  Miss  Ashley,  associated 
with  Miss  Norris  at  Bombay,  finds  her  opportunities  for  doing 
good,  and  the  hope  of  successful  zenana  work,  great  and  encoura- 
ging. Mrs.  Tyler  we  find  so  busily  occupied  with  her  various  du- 
ties among  the  Zulus,  that  we  are  more  thankful  than  ever  for  her 
interesting  letters,  wondering  when  she  finds  time  to  write  them. 

The  village  schools  near  Aintab  were  next  visited,  in  each  of 
which  was  found  much  of  interest  and  encouragement.  The 
advancement  in  learning  and  Christian  character  witnessed  in 
the  pupils  gives  great  promise  for  their  future  usefulness.  Return- 
ing from  our  trip  inland,  we  embark  at  Iskanderoon,  and,  in  due 
time,  reach  Constantinople,  its  chief  interest  to  us,  of  course,  being 
"  The  Home.''  It  is  truly  a  noble  monument  of  the  love  and  gen- 
erosity of  the  Christian  women  of  America. 
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All  friends  of  missions  rejoice  in  its  completion,  and  the 
redemption  of  the  pledge  made  in  faith  and  prayer  six  years  ago. 
May  the  love  for  Christ,  which  prompted  the  gift,  draw  unto  him- 
self many  precious  souls  from  the  dark  homes  surrounding  it ! 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Providence  :  Central  Church,  Mrs.  II.  N.  Lathrop,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Mary  I.  Fuller,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Union  Church,  Mrs.  Kinsley  Twining,  Pres. ;  Miss 

R.  E.  Chase,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Beneficent  Church,  Mrs.   S.  H.  Nickerson,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Mary  Whitney,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Pilgrim  Church,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Laurie,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

A.  W.  Alexander,  Sec'y ;  M.ss  M.  B.  Shepley,  Treas. 
Providence  :  Charles-street  Church,  Mrs.  B.  H.  Gladding,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Ida  Sutherland,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Corp,  Treas. 
Providence  :    Free   Evangelical    Church,   Mrs.    II.   Newcomb, 

Pres. ;  Miss  E.  Fi  ancis,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy  Kellogg,  Treas. 
East  Providence  :  Miss  Alice  Carpenter,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William 

Ellis,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Central  Falls  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Wood,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Louise  Tracy, 

Treas. 
Pawtucket  :  Mrs.  C.  Blodgett,  Pres. :  Mrs.  E.  Aplin,  Vice-Pres. ; 

Miss  S.  Blodgett,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  J.  Woolley,  Treas. 
Newport  :  Mrs.  J.  P.  Taylor,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  T.  Tompkins,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Hammett,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  T.  T.  Thayer, 

Treas. 
Bristol  :  Mrs.  James  P.  Lane,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Nathan  C.  Bedell, 

Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  Annie  Fitch,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Barrington  :    Mrs.  Bicknell,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  C.  Bowden,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Louise  B.  Smith,  Treas. 
Peacedale  :  G.  F.  Laurie,  Sec'y  and  Treas.   ' 
North  Scituate  :    Mrs.   Tillinghast  Winsor,  Mrs.  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Mrs.  S.  L.  Mellish,  Directresses ;  Miss  Maria  T. 

Harris,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Gloucester  :  Mrs.  Paris  Irons,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  H.  Browne, 
Sec'y ;  Miss  Ruth  Irons,  Treas. 

Slatersville  :  Mrs.  C.  R.  Fitts,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Seagraves,  Sec'y  ; 
Miss  Mary  S.  Mansfield,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Little  Compton  :  Miss  Maria  C.  Brownell,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ardelia 
Wilbour,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Church,  Treas. 

Tiverton:  Mrs.  N.  S.  Reid,  Pres.;  Mrs.  A.  T.  Clarke,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  Brown,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Whit- 
more,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Beneficent  Foreign  Mission-Circle:  Mrs.  E.  R.  Holden, 
Pres. ;  Miss  Clara  Parkhurst,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Annie  Hutch- 
ins,  Treas. 

Elm  wood  Workers  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Dillingham,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ber- 
tha Whitmarsh,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Willing  Hands  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Kimball,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Brown, 
Mrs.  C.  Lamb,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  De  F.  Lockwood, 
Sec'y ;  Miss  Levick,  Treas. 

Mission-Helpers:  Miss  R.  E.  Chase,  Pres.;  Miss  Abby  Fi- 
field,  Sec'y  and  Treas.     * 

Cheerful  Helpers  :  Miss  Sarah  Blodgett,  Pres. ;  Miss  Maggie 
Clapp,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Penny  Gleaners  :  Mrs.  M.  A.  Richardson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Little  Wilkinsons  :  Miss  Anna  Reed  Wilkinson,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

Little  Sunbeams:  Miss  Louise  Cushman,  Sec'y;  Miss  Susie 
Flagg,  Treas. 

Youth's  Mission-Circle  :  Miss  Mary  Davis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mattie 
Reed,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Myra  Carpenter,  Sec'y ;  Miss 
May  Woolley,  Treas. 

Pettaconsett  Mission-Circle  :  Mrs.  W.  T.  Schneider,  Pres. 
Miss  Francis  Williams,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Annie  Burlingame, 
Treas. 

Earnest  Workers  :  Miss  Slocum,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Briggs,  Treas. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH   THE  RHODE 
ISLAM)  BRANCH  IN  1875. 


Carpenter,  Miss  Alice  L. 
Carpenter,  Miss  S.  S. 
Gallop,  Mrs.  Clara 
Goff,  Miss  Bessie  L. 
Goff,  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Goff,  Mrs.  Lyman 
Kimball,  Mrs.  James  C. 
Leonard,  Miss  Flora  H. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Mathewson,  Mrs.  Philip 


Moore,  Mrs. 
Peck,  Miss  Abby  A. 
Putney,  Mrs.  Jairus 
Symonds,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Taft,  Mrs.  Edward  P. 
Talcott,  Mrs.  James  M. 
Tolman,  Mrs.  William  E. 
Vose,  Miss  Charlotte  R. 
Vose,  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Woolley,  Miss  May  E. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MAINE  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Fenn,  39  Deering  Street,  Portland. 
Yice-Presidents. 


Mrs.  T.  E.  Brastow,  Sherman  Mills, 
Arostook  County. 

Mrs.  Horatio  Ilsley,  South  Free- 
port,  Cumberland  County. 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Sewall,  Farmington, 
Franklin  County. 

Mrs.  Edward  Buck,  Bucksport, 
Hancock  County. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Hanson,  Waterville,  Ken- 
nebec County. 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Mason,  Thomaston,  Lin- 
coln and  Sagadahoc  Counties. 

Mrs.  David  Garland,  Bethel,  Ox- 
ford County. 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Foster,  Bangor,  Penob- 
scot County. 
Mrs.  Charles  Davison,  Greenville, 

Piscataquis  County. 
Mrs.  Caroline  F.  Dole,  ZSorridge- 

wock,  Somerset  County. 
Mrs  George  B.  Barrows,  Fryeburg, 

Union  County. 
Mrs.  Frances  A.  Palmer,  Belfast, 

Waldo  County. 
Mrs.  Charles    Whittier,  Dennys- 

ville,  Washington  County. 
Mrs.  Samuel  Lindsey,  Wells,  York 

County. 


Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  Sophia  Spofford,  Rockland. 
Mrs.  Burke  F.  Leavitt,  Portland. 

Home  Secretary. 
Miss  Maria  D.  Gould,  148  Pearl  Street,  Portland. 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Woodbury  S.  Dana,  42  High  Street,  Portland. 

Auditor. 

Edward  Gould. 
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The  State  which  we  represent  is  very  large  in  territory,  and 
comparatively  small  in  population.  Its  area  is  probably  greater 
than  that  of  two  or  three  of  the  other  branches  combined;  and  its 
numbers,  perhaps,  among  the  smallest.  We  state  this  fact  to  show 
the  difficulty  of  centralizing  our  work,  and  our  various  auxiliaries 
becoming  acquainted  with  one  another.  The  way  we  have  of 
obviating  these  obstacle  s  to  growth,  is  through  the  activity  of  our 
corresponding  secretary,  and  our  plan  of  holding  our  annual  and 
county  meetings  in  connection  with  the  general  State  and  County 
conferences.  These  gatherings,  which  are  kept  up  in  good  old- 
fashioned  style,  are  largely  attended  by  earnest  Christian  ladies 
from  all  parts  of  the  State  or  counties,  wives  of  pastors,  and  others, 
who  carry  home  new  enthusiasm,  and  are  careful  to  disseminate 
the  knowledge  thus  obtained. 

The  annual  meeting,  held  at  Augusta  in  June  last,  was  a  great 
success.  It  was  very  fully  attended,  indeed  crowded ;  and  we  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  have  Mrs.  Andrus  (then  Miss  Parmelee  of  Mar- 
din,  whose  school  we  have  supported),  to  address  us.  Her  simple, 
truthful  statement  awoke  a  new  interest.  As  the  pastor  at  Augusta 
told  us,  the  ladies  came  out  fiom  that  meeting  full  of  enthusiasm. 
Our  secretary's  report  was  very  encouraging,  both  of  the  work  at 
home  and  abroad.  We  have  thirty-four  auxiliaries,  a  vice-presi- 
dent for  each  county,  twenty-nine  mission-circles,  and  this  part 
of  the  work  engaging  much  attention.  Our  receipts  since  last 
January  have  been  $2,764.27,  and  we  have  added  twenty-four 
new  life-members.  There  is  much  interest  in  praying  for  our 
fields ;  and  monthly  prayer-meetings  have  been  started,  whose 
object  is  specific  prayer  for  the  work  in  Mardin,  Bardesag,  and 
Umzumbi,  South  Africa,  —  our  three  fields  of  labor,  as  well  as  for 
increased  interest  at  home.  We  have  taken  a  room  in  the  Con- 
stantinople Home.  We  are  prepared  to  say,  that,  next  year,  we 
can  raise  $3,000,  and  would  like  our  contributions  to  go  into  the 
same  channels :    at  present  we  have  no  other  labor  to  solicit. 

As  occupying  the  place  of  middle  daughter  of  the  Woman's 
Board,  and  that  place  usually  being  the  quiet  one,  the  mother's 
special  helper,  we  are  content  to  put  in  her  hand  our  surplus  funds, 
that  she  may  use  them  for  her  own  immediate  needs.  "  Life  and 
Light "  is  largely  taken,  and   we  are  endeavoring  to  introduce 
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"  The  Well-Spring  "  in  all  Sabbath  schools.     Our  great  hope  for 
the  future  is  in  interesting  the  children. 


Mrs.   William  Feem,  President. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 
Aroostook    County:  Mrs.  William  T.  Sleeper,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M. 

C.  Towle,  Sec'y ;  Miss  L.  S.  Rogers,  Treas. 
Auburn  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Pickard,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Learned,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  John  Pickard,  Treas. 
Augusta  :  Mrs.   Anna   A.    Potter,   Pres. ;    Miss  Mary  Deering, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Artemas  Libby,  Treas. 
Augusta  :  Young  Ladies'  Circle,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Haynes,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Alice  F.  Titcomb,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bangor  :   Mrs.  James  Crosby,  Mrs.   George  W.  Pickering,  Miss 

Sophia  Stackpole,  Mrs.  Albert  Dole,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Stearns, 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Brown,  Directresses;  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Duren, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  E.  G.  Thurstcn,  Treas. 
Bath:  Mrs.  G.  H.  Palmer,  Treas. 
Belfast  :  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ross,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  0.  Poor,  Cor. 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Jane  Noyes,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bethel  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Leonard  Grover,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Pinck- 

ney   Burnham,  Vice- Pres. ;   Miss  Salome  G.  Twitchell, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bethel  :  Second   Church,  Mrs.  David  Garland,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  T. 

H.  Chapman,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Sarah  K.  Gould,  Treas. 
Biddeford  :    Mrs.  Martha  E.    McKenney,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   Annie 

M.  Butler,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Staples,  Treas. 
Boothbay  :  Mrs.  E.  Pike,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  B.  Kenniston,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Ellen  Carter,  Treas. 
Bridgton:    Miss   Carrie  Walker,  Pres.;   Miss   Ella   A.  Perley, 

Cor.  Sec'y ;  Miss  Nellie  O.  Murphy,  Rec.  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

Augustus  Twombly,  Treas. 
Bridgton  (South)  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Brownville,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary 

F.  Farnham,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Brunswick  :  Mrs.  Joseph  McKeen,   Pres, ;    Mrs.  J.  S.  Sewall, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  P.  Newman,  Treas. 
Castine  :  Mrs.  S.  Adams,  Treas. 
Deering  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Baxter,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  P.  Snow,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Blake,  Treas. 
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Deer  Isle:  Mrs.  E.  E.  D.  Houston,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lovina  Saun- 
ders, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ellsworth:  Young  Ladies'  Prayer-Circle,  Miss  L.  L.  Phelps, 

Treas. 
Falmouth  :  Mrs.  Clara  Young,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Daniel  Cummings, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Joanna  York,  Treas. 
Falmouth  (West)  :  Mrs.  Edward  Crabtree,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lily 

M.  Newman,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Frederick  Hall,  Treas. 
Farmington  :  Miss  Sarah   Smith,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Belle    Stewart, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  M.  Titcomb,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Addie  Tuck, 

Treas. 
Freeport  :  Mrs.  John  Blethen,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  E.  F.  Harrington, 

Treas. 
Freeport    (South)  :  Mrs.   Horatio  Usley,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   Abby 

Torrey,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Fryeburg  :  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Locke,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  F.  Bradley, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  S.  Evans,  Treas. 
Gorham  :  Mrs.  L.   Z.  Ferris,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   Caroline   F.  Smith, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Greenville  :  Mrs.  L.  T.  Davison,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Phebe  Littlefield, 

Directress ;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Shaw,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampden  :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Pond,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lizzie  Crosby,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Sarah  Curtis,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Charlotte  Stetson, 

Treas. 
Jackson : 
Kennebunkport :  Mrs.   Charles   Gates,   Pres.;    Miss  Julia  P. 

Perkins,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Limington  :  Miss  K.  L.  Mitchell,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  M.  Small,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Lebanon:  Mrs.   Noah  B.  Lord,  Miss   Ida  B.  Shapleigh,  Mrs. 

Elisha    S.  Shapleigh,   Directresses;    Mrs.    Stephen   D. 

Lord,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Machias  :  Mrs.  Warren  Hill,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  George  W.  Drisko, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Lydia  C.  Smith,  Treas. 
Machias  (East)  : 
Madison  :  Miss  Hattie  Davis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Mitchell, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  M.  F.  Morrill,  Treas. 
New  Gloucester:  Miss  Lizzie  Bailey,  Pres.;  Miss  A.  C.  M. 

Foxcroft,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Noreidgewock  :  Mrs.  C.  F.  Dole,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ellen  E.  Tappan, 

Sec'y' and  Treas. 
Portland  :  Mrs.   Charles   A.  Lord,  Pres. ;    Miss  M.  D.   Gould 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Kockland  :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hall,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sophia  Spofford,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Saccarappa  :  Mrs.  S.  L.  Bowler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  P.  Murcb,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Searsport  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Amanda    S.   Ferguson,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Adams,  Sec'y ;   Mrs.  Margaret  Pendleton, 

Treas. 
Searsport  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Greene  Pendleton,  Treas. 
Skowhegan  :  Mrs.  Levi  Webster,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Webster  Wood- 
bury, Sec'y;  Miss  Sarah  Gilman,  Treas. 
Solon  :  Mrs.  O.   R.  Batcheller,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  N.  Smith,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  Sumner  Webster,  Treas. 
Thomaston:  Mrs.    S.    R.   Mason,    Pres.;   Mrs.  H.  M.  Ludwig, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  F.  Keene,  Treas. 
Waldoborough  : 

Waterford  :  Mrs.  A.  J.   Smith,  Pres. ;  Miss  Harriet  E.  Dou- 
glass, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waterville  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hanson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Clara  T.  Alden, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wells  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Lindsey,  Treas. 
Whiting  :  Mrs.  C.  A.  Chase,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.  O.  Bell,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

E.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas. 
Winslow  :  Mrs.  S.  B.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abby  Brittan,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Yarmouth  :   Miss   Sophronia   Burbank,   Pres. ;    Miss    Deborah 

Soule,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Auburn:  Cheerful  Givers. 

Bangor  :  Central  Church  Mission- Circle. 

"  Bangor  Rill. 

"         Dakota  Workers. 
Bath  :  Little  Rills. 
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Bethel  :  Little  Helpers. 

Camden  :  Sunday-School  Mission-Circle. 

Ellsworth:  Cup-Bearers. 

"  Young  Reapers. 

Farmington  :  Willing  Workers. 
Freeport  :  Buds  of  Promise. 
Freeport  (South)  :  Snow-Birds. 
Gorham  :  Mission  Workers. 
Harpswell  Centre  :  Little  Helpers. 
Norridgewock:  Busy  Bees. 
Phipsburg:  Humnaing-Birds. 
Portland  :  Bethel  Church  Mission-Band. 

"  Plymouth  Church  Mission-Circle. 

"  High-street  Church  Mission-Circles. 

"  St.  Lawrence-street  Church  Missionary  Gleaners. 

u  State-street  Church  Mission-Circle. 

Rockland  :  Golden  Sands. 
Thomaston:  Echoes. 
Union:  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle.. 

"         Little  Workers. 
Waterville  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
Wilton  :  Mission-Circle. 
Yarmouth  (North)  :  Walnut  Hill  Workers. 


LTFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH   THE   MAINE 
BRANCH   IN    1875. 


Adams,  Mrs.  Lucy  S. 
Bailey,  Miss  Lizzie  M. 
Douglass,  Miss  Harriet  E. 
Dresser,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Ferres,  Miss  Abbie  E. 
Fletcher,  Mrs.  Sally  W. 
Flint,  Mrs.  Amos 
Furguson,  Mrs.  Amanda  S. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Edward 
Gould,  Mrs.  John  M. 
Griffin,  Miss  Eliza 
Grover,  Mrs.  Nahum  W. 
Leavitt,  Mrs.  J.  G. 


Morrill,  Mrs.  E.  O. 
Morse,  Mrs.  Emma 
Odeon,  Miss  Georgie  M. 
Oxnard.  Mrs.  Clarance 
Ferry,  Miss  Hannah  M. 
Spear,  Mrs.  Maria  S. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Caroline  F. 
Tenney,  Mrs.  Sewall 
Tillson,  Mrs.  Davis 
Tinker,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Waterman,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Windgale,  Miss  Ellen 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  BRANCH. 


Miss  L.  M.  Boies  of  Keene,  vice-pres- 
ident of  Cheshire  Conference. 
vice-president  of 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Edward  Robie,  Greenland. 
Vice-Presidents. 

president    of    Merrimack     Confer- 
ence. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Kimball  of  Portsmouth, 


Coos  Conference. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Blakely  of  Camp- 
ton,  vice-president  of  Grafton  Con- 
ference. 

Mrs.  Horace  Pettee  of  Manchester, 
vice-president  of  Hillsborough  Con- 
ference. 

Mrs.  N.    Bouton  of    Concord,  vice- 


vice-president  of  Rockingham  Con- 
ference! 

Mrs.  Andrew  Young  of  Dover, 
vice-president  of  Strafford  Confer- 
ence. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Goddard  of  Claremont, 
vice-president  of  Sullivan  Confer- 
ence. 


Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Knight  of  Portsmouth. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Myers  of  Portsmouth. 

Treasurer. 
Miss  Abby  E.  McIntire  of  Exeter. 


New  Hampshire  reports  increase  in  the  number  of  her  auxil- 
iaries (ten  new  ones  having  been  formed  during  the  year),  increase 
in  her  contributions  (these  having  more  than  doubled),  increase  of 
intelligence,  interest,  and  sympathy  with  the  missionary-work. 

A  convention  was  called  at  Nashua  in  April.  Meetings  were 
held  wiih  all  the  conferences  but  Coos  ;  and  a  large  annual  meet- 
ing at  Claremont  crowned  the  year.  All  these  gatherings  were 
fruitful  in  posi.ive  results. 

Among  our  specific  contributions,  we  furnished  the  schoolroom 
of  the  Constantinople  Home,  which  proved  a  favorite  object.  The 
room  contains  one  hundred  desks,  each  costing  ten  dollars.  Most 
of  the  whole  amount  (twelve  hundred  dollars)  was  taken  by 
desks  ;  and  some  of  those  already  have  a  history.  Ten  were  taken 
in  memory  of  dear  departed  ones,  and  twelve  as  thank-offer- 
ings for  special  mercies.  They  are  memorial-stones,  witnesses  of 
trust  and  solace  in  the  hour  of  sorrow,  expressions  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  in  whose  sweet  surprises  God  is  not  forgotten. 
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In  mission-circles  we  feel  ourselves  sadly  deficient,  only  that 
our  circles  make  up  in  efficiency  what  we  lack  in  numbers.  They 
Lave  done  nobly.  More  and  more  we  believe  in  the  importance 
of  bringing  our  young  people  in  active  sympathy  with  this  branch 
of  church-work.  We  are  pledged  for  increase  in  organization, 
feeling  that  organized  work  is  more  intelligent,  more  effective,  and 
more  permanent,  than  any  other. 

H.  C.  Knight,  Sec. 


AUXILIARY    SOCIETIES. 

Acworth  :  Mrs.   Horace  Murdough,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  J.   S.  Bowers, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Esther  Finley,  Treas. 
Alton  :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Nute,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Twombly,  Sec'y  ; 

Miss  Chloe  E.  Barber,  Treas. 
Atkinson  :  Miss  Mary  E.  Kelly,  Directress ;  Miss  Carrie  E.  Ha- 

seltine,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wasson,  Treas. 
Bath:    Mrs.   Edward   Cleveland,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Morrison, 

Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.    A.  P.  Carpenter,  Sec'y  ;   Miss    Carrie 

Patterson,  Treas. 
Bedford  :  Mrs.  I.   C.  Tyson,  Directress ;  Mrs.  E.  B.   Kendall, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  Gape,  Treas. 
Bristol:  Mrs.  A.J.  Crockett,  Directress ;  Miss  A.  A.  Buttrick, 

Sec'y;  Miss  H.  E.  Green,  Treas. 
Brookline  :  Mrs.  F.  D.  Sargent,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  I.  Daniels,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  A  B.  Russell,  Treas. 
Candia  :  Mrs.  George  E.  Lovejoy,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Eaton,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Campton  :  Mrs.    Gertrude   Blakely,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   J.  B.  Hadley, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Willey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  David  Bart- 

lett,  Treas. 
Centre  Harbor  :  Mrs.  Almon  Benson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Page, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Su&an  H.  Emory,  Treas. 
Charlestown  :  Mrs.  James  Labaree,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Isabelle  Allen, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  James  Richardson,  Treas. 
Claremont  :  Mrs.  Levi  Rogers,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Thomas   J.  Harris, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  William  E.  Tutherly,  Treas. 
Chester  :  Mrs.  Charles  Tenny,  Directress;  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Mel- 

vin,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Concord  :  Mrs.  F.  D.  Ayer,  Pies. ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Greely,  Treas. ; 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Blake,  Sec'y. 
Cornish:  Mrs.  James  T.  Jackson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  D.  Spauld- 

ing,  Sec'y ;   Treas. 

Derry:  Mrs.  Sarah  Crombie,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Parsons,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Haskins,  Treas. 
Derry  (East)  :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGregor,  Pres. ;  Miss  Harriet 

Taylor,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Dover  :  Mrs.  Andrew  K.  Young,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Ezra  E.  Haskell, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Tapley,  Treas.,  and  agent  of  "  Life 

and  Light." 
Dunbarton:    Mrs.  J.  B.   Ireland,  Directress;    Miss   Emma   L. 

Hammond,  Sec'y;  Miss  M.R.  Butterfield,  Treas. 
Durham  :  Miss   Susan  L.  Mathes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John  Woodman, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lydia  A.  Buzzell,  Treas. 
Exeter:  Miss  Abby  E.  Mclntire,   Pres.;   Miss    Cora  L.  Kent, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  L.  M.  Boardman,  Treas. 
FiiANCESTOWN :  Mrs.  R.  B.  Fairbanks,  Pres. ;  Miss   S.  E.  Kino-s- 

bury,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Fisherville  :  Mrs.   Luther    Gage,  Pres. ;    Miss   Lucy  Drown, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lizzie  Putman,  Treas. 
Fitzwilliam  :    Mrs.   John    Colby,    Pres. ;    Mrs.   Jenkins,   Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Harkness,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Cahill,  Treas. 
Greenland:  Mrs.  Edward  Robie,   Pres.;    Miss  Mary  Holmes, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Great  Falls  :    Mrs.   George   W.   Burleigh,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lizzie 

Cook,   Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  William    Knapp,    Sec'y;   Miss 

Caroline  Rollins,  Treas. 
Goffstown  :  Mrs.  Charles  Stinson,   Directress ;  Mrs.  S.  L.   Ge- 

rould,  Sec'y;  Miss  A..  F.  Carr,  Treas. 
Hanover:  Mrs.  J.   F.   Richards,   Pres.;   Mrs.   E.  D.    Sanborn, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  L.  Smith,  Treas. 
Haverhill  :  Mrs.  Dr.  Morgan,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  I.  Bittinger,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Carrie  Spalding,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampstead  :  Miss  Ann  M.  Howard,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  J.  Heath, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampton :  Miss  Martha  P.  Perkins,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Mar- 

ston,  Vice-Pres.;   Miss  L,  E.  Dow,  Sec'y;   Miss  O.  M. 

Neal,  Treas. 
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Hampton  Falls  :  Mrs.  George  H.  Pratt,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  A. 

Hogg,  Sec'y;   Mrs.  John  W.  Fogg,  Treas. 
Hollis  :  Mrs.  Charles  Richardson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hopkinton:  Mrs.  C.  A.  Stone,  Pres.;  Miss  Ellen  S.  French,  Sec'y. 
Jaffray  :  Mrs.  E.  F.  Chase,  Directress  ;  Miss  Mary  B.  Fox,  Sec'y 

and  Treas.  . 

Keene  :  First    Church,    Mrs.  E.   Cook,  Directress ;   Miss  L.  M. 

Boies,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Gerould,  Treas. 
Keene  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Leach,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  R.  Cook, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Rand,  Treas. 
Kensington  :  Mrs.  Anna  Hobbs,  Pres. 

Kingston  :  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Chapman,  Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  E.  Pat- 
ton,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Caroline  E.  Peaslee,  Treas. 
Lempster  :  Mrs.  M.  P.  Le  Bosquet,  Pres. ;  Miss   Sarah  M.   Ful- 
ler, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Nelson  A.  Boynton,  Treas. 
Lyme  :   Mrs.  C.  F.   Kingsbury,  Directress ;  Miss  C.  P.  Churchill, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  D.  E.  Dimick,  Treas. 
Lebanon  (West)  :  Mrs.   Samuel  Wood,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  Orcutt, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Wallace,  Treas. 
Manchester  :   First   Church,  Mrs.   C.   W.  Wallace,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Leonard  French,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Hattie  Miles,  Treas. 
Manchester  :    Franklin  Street  Church,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Stone,  Pres.; 

Miss  Martha  W.  Hubbard,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Jane  Eaton,  Treas. 
Marlborough  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  Merrill,  Directress ;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Knowl- 

ton,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Nye,  Treas. 
Mason  :  Mrs.  C.  B.  Wells,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Childs,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Meriden:  Mrs.  Susan  Barrows,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  M.  W.  Palmer,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Merideth  :  Mrs.  Philip   Blaisdell,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Levi  Leach, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  Dearborn,  Treas. 
Merrimack:    Mis.   John   Wheeler,  Pres. ;    Miss  Hortensia  Mc- 

Millen,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Milford  :   Mrs.  John  Kimball,  Directress;  Miss  Hannah   Chase, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lucia  Webster,  Treas. 
Mount  Vernon  :  Mrs.  S.  N.  Keeler,  Pres. ;  Miss  Martha  E.  Co- 

nant,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  George  E.  Dean,  Treas. 
Nashua  :  Mrs.  John  Law,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  W.  Kendall,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs. 

R.  F.  Smith,  Treas. 
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New  Boston:  Mrs.  Luther  Colburn,  Pres.;  Mrs.  G.  A.  Wasson, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Neil  McLane,  Treas. 
Newington:  Mrs.   Franklin  Davis,  Pres.;  Mrs.  John  A.  Pick- 
ering, Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  Grace  Pickering,   Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

Darius  Frink,  Treas. 
Newport  :  Mrs.  Dexter  Richards,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  D.  Chellis, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
New  Ipswich  :  Mrs.  Newton  Brooks,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abby  M.  Cum- 

nrings,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  C.  Locke,  Treas. 
New  Market  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  White,  Pres.;  Mrs.  L.  L.  Tasker,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  P.  W.  Tenny,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Hampton  :   Mrs.  T.  Y.  Haines,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abraham 

Drake,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  H.  Smith,  Treas. 
Peterborough  :  Mrs.  James  Collins,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  B.  Tarbell, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Plaistow  :  Mrs.  Giles  Merrill,  Yice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Moses  Kimble, 

Treas. ;  Mrs.  John  Bradley,  Sec'y. 
Plymouth:  Miss  Etta  Draper,    Sec'y;  Miss  Minnie  Webster, 

Treas. 
Portsmouth  :  Miss  Mary  E.  Billings,  Pres. ;  Miss  Victoria  Ven- 

nard,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Fanny  Seavey,  Treas. 
Raymond  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Harriman,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   Sherburne  P. 

Blake,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Shepherd,  Treas. 
Rye  :  Mrs.  A.  K.  Aldrich,  Pres. ;  Miss  C.  A.  Walker,  Treas. 
Salem  :  Mrs.  Dean  Emerson,  Pres ;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Bowker,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Salmon  Falls  :  Mrs.  Mallory,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   George  E.  Butler, 

Sec'y.      i 
South  New  Market:  Mrs.  M.  R.  Bartlett,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Annie 

L.  Hanson,  Sec'y. 
Stratham  :  Miss  Nettie  Bartlett,  Pres.;  Mrs.  John  M.  Thompson, 

Sec'y;  Miss  Olivia  Lane,  Treas. 
Tamworth  : 
Troy  :  Mrs.  Levi  Brigham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  David  P.  Lowe,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Walpole  :  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Kate  J.  Foster,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wilton  :  Mrs.  D.  E.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Mrs,  William  Curtis,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;    Mrs.   Asa    Clark,    Sec'y ;    Mrs.    Levi   Putnam, 

Treas. 
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MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Amherst:  Carrier-Doves. 

Candia  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Miss  Addie  Lang,  Pres. ; 

Alice  Crane  and  Etta  Patten,  Vice-Pres. ;  Emma  Heally, 

Sec'y;  Abbie  L.  Page,  Treas. 
Claremont  :    Merry   Workers,    Miss   E.    W.    Goddard,   Pres. ; 

Sarah  C.   Boynton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Isabella  Dutton,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Charleston:  Penny  Pickers. 
Concord  :  Wheeler  Circle. 
Dover:  Busy  Bees. 

Greenland  :  Sunday-School  Mission-Band. 
Hampton:  Mizpah  Circle. 
Jaffrey  :  Helping  Hands,  Lillie  Adams,  Pres. ;  Kate  W.  Fox, 

Sec'y ;  Georgie  A.  Bigelow,  Treas. 
Keene:  Young   Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Mrs.  Cyrus  Richardson, 

Pres. ;  Miss  Etta  Humphrey,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Edna  Richards, 

Treas. 
Keene:  Second  Church,  Little  Workers. 

Manchester  :  First  Church,  Little  Grains  of  Granite,  The  Reap- 
ers, Ready  Helpers. 
Manchester  :   Franklin-street  Church,  Earnest  Workers. 
Meriden  :  Mission-Circle. 
Nashua  :  Messenger  Birds. 
Nashua  :  Penny  Gatherers. 
Newport  :  Newport  Workers. 
New  Ipswich  :  Hillside  Gleaners. 
Peterborough  :  Willing  Hearts. 
Plaistow:  We  Girls. 
Portsmouth  :  Rogers  Circle. 
Salem  :  Raindrops. 
South  Acworth  :  Busy  Bees. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS   MADE   THROUGH   THE   NEW 
HAMPSHIRE  BRANCH  IN   1875. 


Adams,  Mrs.  D.  E. 

Alvord,  Mrs.  Frederic 

Ball,  Mrs.  James 

Barstow,  Miss  Elizabeth  W. 

Boies,  Miss  Lauretta  M. 

Bryant,  Mrs  Henry 

Clark,  Miss  L,  G-. 

Gogswell,  Mrs.  Maria  McGregor 

Franklin,  Miss  Nancy 


Kelsey,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Kimball,  Mrs.  Amanda  M. 
Laird,  Mrs.  James 
Locke,  Miss  Mary  C. 
Pulsifer,  Mrs.  Martha  L. 
Putman,  Mrs.  Laura  S. 
Scales,  Mrs.  Sarah  P. 
Tyson,  Mrs.  IraC. 
Wetherby,  Mrs.  Charles 


REPORT  OF  THE  CANADIAN  BRANCH. 


Mrs.  Garvin  Lang. 
Mrs.  J.  M.  McDoUGAl/. 
Mrs.  D.  McPhee. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Lay. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Stevenson. 
Mrs.  Dr.  II.  Wilkes. 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Black. 
Mrs.  P.  J.  Darcy. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  P.  D.  Browne. 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  P.  Patterson. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  Wilkes. 


The  Canadian  Branch  has,  as  heretofore,  contributed  to  many 
missionary  objects  the  past  year,  as  well  as  to  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions.  As  it  is  in  a  foreign  country,  it  is  somewhat  privi- 
leged in  this  respect.  Under  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
the  branch  supports  Miss  Howland  in  Ceylon,  and  half  of  the 
boarding-school  in  Madura,  India.  Two  dormitories  have  also 
been  taken  in  the  Constantinople  Home.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
work  has  received  an  impetus  the  last  year,  which  will  carry  it 
forward  in  spite  of  obstacles,  till  all  shall  know  how  blessed  is 
the  privilege  of  aiding  in  the  work  of  saving  heathen  mothers  and 
their  little  ones. 
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AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Brownsville  : 

Brockville  :  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gill,  Sec'y. 

Dundee  :  Mrs.  D.  Ross,  Sec'y. 

Montreal  :  Mrs.  P.  D.  Browne,  Sec'y. 

Montreal  :  Juvenile  Missionary  Society,  Mrs. Garvin  Lang,  Sec'y. 

North  Georgetown  :  Miss  Bella  Muir,  Sec'y. 

St.  Andrews  :  Miss  Wales,  Sec'y. 

Sarnia  :  Mrs.  E.  C.  Burke,  Sec'y. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE    THROUGH    THE   CANADIAN 
BRANCH  IN  1875. 

Browne,  Miss  Winnie  Greene,  Miss  Flora  M. 

Claggett,  Miss  Olive  C.  C.  McCaffrey,  Miss  Kate  Louise 

Greene,  Miss  Eleanor  O.  McLennan,  Miss  Isabella 

Tapineau,  Miss  Marie  Louise 


REPORT   OF   THE   SPRINGFIELD  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Hooker,  238  North  Main  Street. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Eustis.  Mrs.  J.  L.  R.  Trask,  Holyoke. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Barnes.  ;  Mrs.  E.  B.  Gillett,  Westfield. 

Recording:  Secretary. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  COOLEY,  36  Maple  Street. 
Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  Mary  W.  Morris,  37  Maple  Street. 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Hubbard. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  H.  T.  Buckingham,  90  Howard  Street. 

Auditor. 

Charles  Marsh. 
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Advisory  Committee. 


Mrs.  H.  Brewer,  Springfield. 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Cowles,       " 

Mrs.  O.  D.  Morse,        " 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Peck,  " 

Mrs.  H.  Kibbe,  " 

Mrs.  E.  DeWitt,  " 

Miss  B.  Howard,         " 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Baldwin,  West  Spring- 
field. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Eldridge,  West  Spring- 
field. 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 

Mrs.  N.  T.  Leonard,  Westfield. 


Miss  L.  M.  Hopkins,  Westfield. 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Coe,  West  Granville. 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Fullerton,  Palmer. 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Seymour,  Monson. 
Mrs.  Weston  Dickinson,  Thorndike. 
Mrs.  Ralph  Perry,  Agawam. 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Sylvester,  Feeding  Hills. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Palmer,  Chicopee. 
Mrs.  George  Chapman,  Chicopee. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Howard,  Wilbraham. 
Miss    M.    E.    Sessions,    South   Wil- 
braham. 
Miss  Jane  Z.  Judd,  Southampton. 


The  Springfield  Branca  cannot  report  any  large  extension  of 
its  work  during  the  year  1875.  Three  auxiliary  societies,  and 
seventeen  nrssion-circles,  have  been  added  ;  and  the  branch  now 
comprises  twenty-four  of  the  former,  and  twenty-one  of  the  latter. 
The  interest  among  the  children  has  been  its  greatest,  and  per- 
haps its  most  hopeful  progress. 

But  the  planting  of  a  garden  is  not  the  end  of  required  care. 
We  consider  the  watchful  help  which  we  can  render  to  our  socie- 
ties, and  the  growth  and  strength  of  mutual  ties  of  interest  and 
Christian  affection,  scarcely  less  important  than  the  first  forma- 
tion. 

We  have  continued  the  support  of  Miss  Taleott  in  Japan,  and 
of  Mrs.  Allen  at  Harpoot,  paid  for  a  dormitory  in  the  Constan- 
tinople Home,  and  assumed  the  support  of  Miss  Wheeler  recently 
gone  to  Japan,  and  of  pupils  and  teachers  in  various  mission-fields. 
We  raised  $2,877.64  during  our  financial  year. 

Besides  the  cultivation  of  our  own  field  (Hampden  County), 
some  seed  has  been  sown  in  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Frank- 
lin ;  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  branches  formed  in  each.  A  society 
in  Hampshire  County  has  joined  us  for  the  present ;  and  one  in 
Franklin  County  unites  with  us  in  a  specific  work ;  but  neither 
has  sent  funds  through  our  treasury. 

Our  meetings  have  been  interesting  and  stimulating.  Much  of 
our  success  is  due  to  strength  gathered  in  them  from  the  Master 
of  the  vineyard,  who  has  blessed  us  by  his  manifest  presence. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Hooker,  President. 


74 

AUXILIARY    SOCIETIES. 
Agawam  :  Mrs.  Ralph  Perry,  Pres. :  Miss  Maria  Foster,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Agawam  (Feeding  Hills)  :  Mrs.   C.  S.  Sylvester,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Chicopee  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Palmer,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  D. 

Clark,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Chicopee  :  Third   Church,  Mrs.  Ceorge   Chapman,  Pres. ;   Mrs. 

H.  B.  Kendall,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Ellen  C.  Kendall,  Rec. 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Melzar  Mossman,  Cor.  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lucinda 

Pease,  Treas. 
Granville  (West):  Mrs    Levi  B.  Coe,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Mary  L. 

Treat,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Holyoke  :  Second    Church,   Mrs.   J.    L.   R.  Trask,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Martin  Prentiss,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Heywood,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Longmeadow  (East)  :  Mrs.  A.  I.  Dutton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charlotte 

Mclntire,   Vice-Pres.;   Mrs.  Delina  Moody,    Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Ludlow  :  Mrs.  Amny  Hubbard,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  E.  Jones,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Monson  :  Mrs.  H.  Dewey,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Sumner,  Vice-Pres. ; 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Seymour,  Sec'y  and  Treas, 
Palmer:  First  Church   (Thorndike),    Mrs.   Weston   Dickinson, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Hutchins,   Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Philo  Ken- 
dall, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Palmer  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Laura  Child,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  B. 

Fullerton,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  K.  Cannon,  Treas.    « 
Southampton  :    Mrs.    S.   Lyman,    Pres. ;     Miss    Sophia   Birge, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Jane  Z.  Judd,  Treas. 
Springfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Shipley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Springfield  :  South   Church,  Mrs.   A.  F.   Cowles,  Sec'y ;   Mrs. 

Henry  Brewer,  Treas. 
Springfield:    Olivet    Church,  Mrs.  Horace  Kibbe,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Springfield  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Peck,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Springfield:    Sandford-street    Church,    Miss    Belle    Howard, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  T.  Thomas,  Treas. 
Springfield  :  Memorial  Church,  Mrs.  E.  DeWitt,  Pres. ;  Miss 

C.  A.  Brackett,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Richard  Rice,  Treas. 
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West  Springfield  :  First   Church,  Mrs.  Susan  A.  Bagg,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Eldridge,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Angeline  Brooks, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Springfield  :  Park-street  Church,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Baldwin, 

Pres.:  Mrs.  L.  D,  Calkins,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Emma  E. 

Moseley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Westfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Gillett,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.  E. 

Norton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  F.  E.  Vining,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Westfield  :  Second   Church,  Miss  L.  M.  Hopkins,  Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

Henry  Hooker,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Orlando  Bruce,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Dickinson,  Treas. 
Wilbraham  :  Miss  H.  Louise  Hitchcock,  Sec'y. 
Wilbraham    (South)  :    Miss  Mary   E.    Sessions,  Pres. ;    Miss 

Elizabeth  Beebe,  Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.   Delia  M.  Ballard 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Anna  Burleigh,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Holyoke  :  Merry  Workers. 
Westfield  :  Snowflakes. 
Girls'  Guild. 
"  Cheerful  Givers. 

Ludlow  :  Precious  Pearls. 
East  Longmeadow  :  Young  Disciples. 
Southampton:  Bearers  of  Light. 
West  Springfield  :  Mite-Gatherers. 
"  Helping  Hands. 

"  Young  People's  Society. 

Springfield  :  Olive-Branch. 

"  Little  Helpers. 

"  Little  Sunbeams. 

"  Wide  Awakes. 

"  Young  Ladies'  Mission. 

"  Memorial  Band. 

"  Young  Missionaries. 

"  Cheerful  Workers. 

"  Cheerful  Givers. 

"  Class  No.  1  Circle. 

"  Boys'  Circle. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH  THE   SPRING- 
FIELD BRANCH  IN   1875. 

Brackett,  Miss  C.  A.  South-worth,  Mrs.  Edward 

Kibbon,  Mrs.  G-eorge  E.  Stearns,  Mrs.  Sophia  J. 

Russell,  Mrs.  Hannah  J.  Tits  worth.  Mrs.  A.  J. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HARTFORD  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  William  Thompson,  57  Grove  Street. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Phillips,  631  Asylum  Avenue. 
Mrs.  Roland  Mather,  10  Myrtle  Street. 

Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  S.  C  Brownell,  8?8  Asylum  Avenue. 

Home  Secretary. 

Mrs.  W.  P.  Williams,  206  Asylum  Avenue. 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jewell,  140  Washington  Street. 

Auditor. 

Mr.  Homer  Blanchard. 


We  have  lived  one  year  as  a  branch  of  the  Woman's  Board, 
and  have  grown  a  little  in  size,  in  strength,  and,  we  hope,  in 
wisdom. 

We  held  our  annual  meeting  in  October.  Our  home  secretary 
reported  additional,  five  auxiliaries  and  five  mission-circles.  We 
have  raised  $2,290.  We  have  supported  Miss  Townshend,  three 
pupils  in  Miss  Townshend's  school,  and  three  Bible-readers ;  given 
one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  for  the  Dakota  Mission,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  for  Mrs.  Edwards's  school  at  Inanda. 

We  find  the  mission-circles  a  great  help  in  our  work.  One 
circle  alone  raised  five  hundred  dollars,  by  means  of  a  fair  and 
spelling-match. 

We  have  held  some  interesting  meetings  during  the  year. 
The  presence  and  words  of  Mrs.  Chandler  in  one  of  our  quarter- 
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lies  were  greatly  enjoyed  ;  and  we  felt  that  much  good  was  done, 
and  the  cause  helped,  in  our  city  and  vicinity.  Serious  thoughts 
were  suggested  by  her  words. 

God  bless  our  missionaries !  God  guide  and  strengthen  eyery 
frail  bark  set  adrift  by  the  Woman's  Board !  and  may  the  lamp 
on  board  of  each  bark  kindle  a  fire  so  brilliant,  so  far-spreading, 
that  one  fire  shall  meet  another,  until  the  world  shall  be  illu- 
mined by  the  blaze,  and  the  darkness  of  sin  be  banished  from 
our  earth  !  Mrs.  S.  C.  Brownell, 

Cor.  and  Rec.  Sec.  of  the  Hartford  Branch. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Berlin:  Mrs.  N.  H.  Moore,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abby  Hubbard,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
East  Granby  :    Mrs.  Mary  E.   Gould,  Pres. ;    Miss  Martha  C. 

Rising,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Minnie  Chamberlain,  Treas. 
Glastonbury:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Scudder,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Williams, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampton  :   Mrs.   George  J.  Tomlinson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  G. 

Taintor,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hartford:  Asylum-Hill  Church,  Mrs.  Theoron  Baldwin,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cook,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Pearl-street  Church,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Root,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Park  Church,  Mrs.  Charles  Fellowes,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  F.  R.  Foster,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Wethersfield-ave.  Church,  Mrs.  W.  W.Winsh'p,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Windsor-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  Charles  King,  Pres. 
Plainville  :  Mrs.  Lester  Buell,  Pres. ;  Miss  H.  L.  Goodrich,  Sec. 
Poquonnock  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Phipps,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  M.  Hathaway, 

Treas. 
Rockville  :  Mrs.  L.  H.  Hall,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Rocky  Hill  :  Mrs.  Rufus  Griswold,  Pres.;  Miss  S.  D.  Baldwin, 

Sec'y;  Miss  S.  C.  Robbins,  Treas. 
Simsbury  :   Mrs.    H.  M.   Tomlinson,   Pres. ;    Miss    Sarah   Eno, 

Sec'y. 
South  Windsor  :  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bowman,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  E.  King, 

Sec'y. 
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Terryville  :    Mrs.   S.  A.   Sanford,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.   S.   Griggs, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Hartland  :  Mrs.  Anna  N.  Goddard,  Pres.  and  Sec'y. 
West  Killlngly  :  Rev.  Mrs.  Keith,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lucy  S.  Dan- 

ielson,  Sec'y. 
Unionville  :  Mrs.  S.  E.  Davies,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  I.  Peck  and  Mrs. 

F.  Tryon,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Dunham,  Rec.  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  N.  Hayden,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  W.  Wills,  Treas. 
Enfield  :  Mrs.  Horace  Ellis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Amelia  E.  Johnson, 

Sec'y  *,  Mrs.  Fred.  P.  Parsons,  Treas. 
Newington  :  Mrs.  Nancy  Deming,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  R.  Atwood, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Agnes  W.  Belden,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Windsor    Locks  :    Mrs.   Roderick    Kendall,   Directress ;    Miss 
'  Edith  Allen,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Ella  Chaffee,  Treas, 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Ashford  :  We   Girls,   Rev.  Mrs.  Grosvenor,  Pres. ;  Miss  Emma 

Byles,  Sec'y ;   Miss  Anna  Brown,  Treas. 
Dayville  :  Mission- Circle,  Miss  Lucia  G.  Jenks,  Sec'y. 
East  Granby  :  Mission-Circle. 

Hampton  :  Sundtty -school  Mission-Circle,  Miss  Nellie  Holt,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Asylum-Hill  Beehive,  Miss  Susan  Clark,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Mary  Tryon,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Rocky  Hill  :  Fragment  Gatherers,  Miss  Emma  Gilbert,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Fannie  L.  Grimes,  Treas. 
South    Church  :    Hartford   Mission-Circle,  Scatter-Good,  Miss 

Mary  E.  Goodwin,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Hattie  Ccok,  Treas. 
Terryville  :  Buds  of  Promise,  Miss  Lillie  E.  Hotchkiss,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
West  Hartland  :  Little  Mountain  Workers,  Miss  Emma  Gay- 
lord,  Pres. ;  Miss  Addie  Gilman,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Clara  Gris- 

wold,  Treas. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH   THE  HARTFORD 
BRANCH  IN   1875. 


Bigelow,  Miss  Mary 
Capron,  Mrs  S.  W. 
Clapp,  Mrs.  E.  C.  M. 
Cook,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Danielson,  Miss  Emily 
Gregg,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Griggs,  Mrs.  L.  J. 


Hall,  Mrs.  A. 
Hubbard,  Miss  Etta 
Hubbard.  Miss  Lottie 
Kendall,  Mis.  Roderick 
Perkins,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Phipps,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Jennie  G. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  LONDON  COUNTY  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President, 

Mrs.  J.  N,  Hauris,  New  London. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Brainerd,  Lyme. 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Palmer,  Norwich. 
Miss  Emily  S.  Gilman,  Norwich. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  William  Hutchison,  Norwich. 

Treasurer; 
Mrs.  Joshua  Learned,  New  London. 


On  the  30th  of  June  last,  the  organization  of  the  New  London 
County  Branch  was  effected  at  New  London,  commencing  with 
fourteen  auxiliaries.  At  the  same  annual  meeting  held  at  Nor- 
wich in  November  last,  seventeen  auxiliary  societies  were  re- 
ported, to  which  two  more  have  since  been  added,  giving  us  now 
nineteen  societies,  with  the  hope  of  soon  adding  others.  For  the 
past  year,  the  Norwich  societies  have  assumed  the  support  of  a 
teacher  in  the  "  Constantinople  Home."  The  auxiliary  at  Old  Lyme 
sustains  a  Bible-reader  at  Van,  a  mission-circle  at  Norwich, 
provides  for  the  education  of  two  little  girls  at  the  school  in  Udu- 
pitty,  Ceylon  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  salary  of  Mrs.  Schauffler 
will  be  met  by  the  New  London  ladies  and  those  in  their  vicinity. 
Six  new  life-members  have  been  added  during  the  year,  and 
about  six  hundred  dollars  collected  since  June  last. 
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Two  dear  missionary  sisters  have  attended  our  meetings,  —  Miss 
Andrews  of  China,  at  one  beginning  at  New  London ;  and  Mrs. 
Wheeler  of  Turkey,  at  the  semi-annual  meeting  in  Norwich,  both 
cf  whom  awakened  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  in  our  breasts,  in  the 
missionary  cause,  and  in  words  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

T.  G.  Hutchison, 
Sec.  New  London  Co.  Branch. 


AUXILIARIES. 
Bozrah  :  Mrs.  William  C.  Abell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John  Barstow,Vice- 

Pres. ;   Mrs.  L.  M.  Avery,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Maples, 

Treas. 
East  Lyme  :  Mrs.  L.  S.  Hough,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  L.  Smith,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  Lydia  S.  Lee,  Treas. 
Greenville  :  Miss  Carrie  Gordon,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ella  M.  Pease, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  E.  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Griswold  :  Mrs.  Dwight  R.  Tyler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Kate  S.  North- 

rup,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Groton  :  Mis.  Marianna  Brown,  Pres. ;  Miss  Kate  B.  Copp,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Marianna  Avery,  Treas. 
Lyme  :  Mrs.  A.  M.  Brainerd,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  S.  Lee,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
New  London:  First    Congregational    Church,  Mrs.  Thomas    P. 

Fit  Id,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Mary  F.  Miner,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Robert 

C.  Learned,  Treas. 

New  London  :  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Per- 
kins, Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  E.  Daggett,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy 
P.  Butler,  Treas. 

North  Stonington  :  Mrs.  James  R.  Browne,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Benj. 
O.  Wheeler,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  Broadway  Church,  Mrs.  Hannah  G.  Ripley,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  William  Hutchison,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich:  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  Alvan  Bond, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  S.  Palmer,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  George 

D.  Coit,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  Park  Church,  Miss  Emily  S.  Gilman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M. 

M.  G.  Dana,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Norwich  Town  :  Lathrop's  Memorial  Society,  Mrs.  Daniel  W. 

Ccit,  Pres.;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Potter,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Preston  :  Mrs.  Erasmus  Avery,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  P.  Sears,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Stonington  :  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs. Elliott, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Williams,'  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Maria  B. 

Trumbull,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

« 
Norwich  :  Nimble  Fingers. 

New  London  :  Schauffler  Mission-Circle. 

Norwich  :    Zenana   Band,  composed  of  young  ladies  from  the 

three  Congregational  churches. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH   THE  NEW 
LONDON  COUNTY  BRANCH  IN   1875. 


Blackman,  Miss  L.  A.  W. 
Blanchard,  Miss  Gertie  E. 
Chapell,  Mrs.R.  W. 
Giiman,  Miss  Emily. 
Jennings,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Charles. 


Johnson,  Mrs.  Isaac. 
Learned,  Mrs.  Florence. 
Learned,  Miss  Grace  H. 
Merriman,  Mrs.  Daniel. 
Prentice,  Mrs.  Amos  W. 
Thurston,  Mrs.  Laura  S. 
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REPORT   OF   THE  NEW-YORK   STATE  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
Mrs.  J.  Butler,  Fairport,  N.Y. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Mrs.  Isaac  Edwards,  Albany,   for 

Albany  Association. 
Mrs.  AY.  A.   Robinson,  Homer,  for 

Central  Association. 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Barrows,  Elizabethtown, 

for  Essex  Association. 
Mrs.  James   Deane,   Westmoreland, 

for  Oneida,  Chenango,  and  Delaware 

Association. 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Bradford,  Seneca  Falls, 

for  Ontario  Association. 


Mrs.  H.  H.  Waite,  Hopkinton,  for 
St.  Lawrence  and  Black  River  As- 
sociation. 

Mrs.  E.  Taylor,  Binghamton,  for 
Susquehanna  Association. 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Dudley,  Warsaw,  for 
Wyoming  Association. 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Jones,  Utica,  for  Welsh 
Association. 


Secretary. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

Treasurer, 

Miss  Myra  Fritcher,  Syracuse,  N.Y. 


The  New  York  State  Branch  was  formed  Oct.  23,  1875.  We 
have  but  just  begun  to  live  as  a  branch,  and  as  yet  hardly  know 
if  there  is  vitality  enough  to  grow ;  but  feeling  confident  that 
there  are  some  earnest  hearts  ready,  some  auxiliaries  where  there 
is  not  only  life,  but  fruitfulness,  we  look  forward  hopefully  to  the 
year  before  us.  Circulars  have  been  sent  out ;  and  we  are  making 
an  effort  to  induce  the  churches  to  co-operate  with  us.  Our  aux- 
iliaries are  so  widely  separated,  that  they  have  known  little  or 
nothing  of  each  other  ;  and  our  first  work  is  to  promote  acquaint- 
ance among  ourselves,  finding  out  what  is  being  done,  and  what 
can  be  done. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  make  pledges ;  but  we  hope,  before  the 
year  closes,  to  have  awakened  such  an  interest,  that  our  branch 
shall  not  only  be  firmly  rooted,  but  be  found  among  the  fruit- 
bearing  ones. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  Sec. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Albany  :  Mrs.  Isaac  Edwards,  Pres. :  Mrs.  John  E.  Bradley, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  S.  Learned,  Treas. 

Binghamton  :  Mrs.  Henry  Noyes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Morris, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Dr.  E.  Taylor,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  Clarence  Bean, 
Mrs.  Chauncy  Durfee,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Lester,  Exec.  Com. 

Elmira:  Female  College  Christian  Association. 

Franklin;  Mrs.  Charles  Noble,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Smith,  Treas. ; 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Chamberlain,  Cor.  Sec'y. 

Flushing,  L.I. :  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Reed,  Pres.;  Miss  Margaret 
Macgregor,  Sec'y ;  Miss  P.  G.  Quimby,  Treas. 

F  airport  :  Mrs.  J.  Butler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Howard,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Homer,  Sec'y;  Miss  Julia  Dickinson, 
Treas. 

Gloversville  :  Mrs.  Richardson,  Pres. 

Hamilton  :  Mrs.  Lucinda  Richards,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Emma  B.  Cross, 
Sec'y ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Walton,  Treas. 

Homer:  Mrs.  E.  E.  Greene,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Paris  Barber,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mary  Carpenter,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Lockport  :  Mrs.  Amos  Holbrook,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Parker, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  B.  Dunn,  Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  Jennie 
Price,  Treas. 

Madison  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  White,  Pres. ;  Miss  Jeanette  Blair,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  George  Hardy,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Morrisville  :  Mrs.  L.  D.  Dana,  Pres. ;  Miss  Melissa  A.  Sher- 
man, Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  ;  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Kingsley,  Directress ;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Bar- 
ber, Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Oswego  : 

Smyrna  :  Mission-Circle. 

Saratoga  Springs:  Mrs.  John  Davidson,  Pres.;  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Thornton,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Fanny  Davidson,-  Treas. 

Sherburne  :  Mrs.  C.  J.  Rexford,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  A.  Williams, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Lothrop,  Treas. 

Spencerport  :  Mrs.  A.  Van  Deventer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Milton  Bing- 
ham, Sec'y ;  Miss  Mira  Willey,  Treas. 

Syracuse  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  Pres. ;  Miss  Flora  Hamblin, 
Sec'y;  Miss  Myra  Fritcher,  Treas. 

Upper  Aquebogue,  N.Y. :  Mrs.  T.  M.  Benedict,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Melinda  J.  Young,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


84 

Walton  :  Mrs.  John  Mead,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  St.  John,  See'y  and 

Treas. 
Westmoreland  :  Mrs.   Edward   McKean,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   G.  L. 

Goodman,  Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  James   Deane,    Sec'y   and 

Treas. 
West  Gkoton  :  Mrs   Nelson  Stevens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Nelson  Carr, 

Yice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Stowell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Brooklyn  :  Armstrong  Mission-Circle. 
Crown  Point  :  Willing  Hearts. 
Flushing  :  MacGregor  Hall  Gatherers. 

"  Bird's  Nest. 

Franklin  :  Fairy  Fingers. 
Fredonia  :  Children's  Missionary  Society. 
New  York  City  :   Cheerful  Workers. 
Richmond  :  Happy  Workers. 
Richville  :  Morning  Star. 
"  Evening  Star. 

Rochester:  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  Mission-Circle. 
Syracuse  :  Plymouth  Church  Mission-Circle. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WORCESTER  COUNTY  BRANCH. 


President. 
Mrs.  Charles  Washburn. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Orlando  Mason,  Winchendon. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Dyer,  Spencer. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Windsor,  Grafton. 

Secretary.1 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Russell,  Worcester. 

i  Through  a  misunderstanding,  this  office  is  vacant,  and  remains  to  be  pro- 
vided for  at  the  next  meeting. 
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This  branch  was  organized  Dec.  30,  1875.  After  the  adoption 
of  a  constitution,  and  the  election  of  the  usual  officers,  it  was 
voted  to  divide  the  county  into  districts,  with  each  a  secretary, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  have  charge  of  the  towns  allotted  to 
her  division,  striving  to  increase  the  interest  in  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions where  there  are  auxiliaries,  and  seeking  to  awaken  an 
interest,  and  form  an  auxiliary,  where  there  is  none. 

As  Worcester  County  is  a  large  one,  comprising  sixty-four 
towns,  there  were  seven  divisions  made,  and  an  equal  number  of 
secretaries  appointed. 

An  advisory  committee,  to  be  composed  of  one  member  of  each 
auxiliary,  was  also  appointed,  and  numbered  twenty-two. 

This  committee,  together  with  the  district  secretaries,  according 
to  Art.  III.  of  the  constitution,  will  "  be  expected  to  attend  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  branch,  and  act  in  conference  with  the 
executive  committee." 

The  meetings  of  the  branch  are  to  be  held  quarterly,  on  the 
second  Thursdays  of  December,  March,  Jane,  and  September. 
The  annual  meeting  in  December  is  to  be  held  in  Worcester,  the 
others,  in  some  place  to  be  designated  from  time  to  time. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 


Ashby  :  Miss  Ellen  S.  Parker,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Athol  :  Mrs.  Temple  Cutler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lewis  Thorpe,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Barre  :  Mrs.  Edwin  Smith,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Harding  Woods,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Estes  Hawes,  Treas. 
Clinton:  Mrs.  E.  L.  Clark,  Pres.;  Miss  Mary  Brown,  Sec'y; 

Miss  H.  M.  Haskell,  Treas. 
Fitchburg:'  Mrs.  Franklin   Brown,  Yice-Pres. ;   Mrs.   Thomas 

Palmer,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Anna  Haskell,  Treas. 
Grafton  :  Mrs.  L.  E.  Windsor,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  W.  McKenzie, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  L.  W.  Dodge,  Treas. 
Lancaster  :  Mrs.  Dr.  H.  C.  Kendrick,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Leominster  :    Mrs.  Samuel  Parker,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Leonard  Wood 

and  Mrs.  L.  J.  Gibson,  Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  S.  M.  Haskell, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Milford  :  Mrs.  Eunice  Richardson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   J.  M.  Eaton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Millbury  :  Mrs.  Stacy  Fowler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Pierce, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Brookfield  :  Mrs.  A.  A.  Burrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Susan  B. 

Reed,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Emma  J.  Porter,  Treas. 
Oakham  :  Mrs.  A.  Morton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James  Packard,  Vice- 

Pres. ;   Mrs.  M.  O.  Ayers,  Sec'y ;  Miss   Mattie   Allen, 

Treas. 
Paxton  :  Mrs.  F.  J.  Fairbanks,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  B.  Rogers, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  O.  Goodnow,  Treas. 
Phillipston:  Mrs.  C.  L.  Cushman,  Pres.;  Mrs.  P.  F.  Fuller, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Royalston  :  Mrs.  D.  P.  Clarke,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Wilbur  Johnson, 

Vice-Pres.  ;    Mrs.    Calvin  Bullock,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Joseph 

Estabrook,  Treas. 
Southbridge  :  Miss  E.  R.  Beach,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   S.  Cummings, 

Miss  F.   C.   Mason,  Vice-Pres.;   Miss  P.  M.   Phillips, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  A.  R.  Leonard,  Treas. 
Spencer  :  Mrs.  Erastus  Jones,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Dyer,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  O.  J.  Brewer,  Treas. 
Uxbridge  :   Mrs.  Thomas  Briscoe,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   A.  P.  Adams, 

Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Lorin  B.  Taft,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Westminster  :  Mrs.  James  B.  Wood,   Pres. ;  Mrs.   Sarah   C. 

Warner,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Theodore  P.  Wood,  Treas. 
Winchendon  :    Mrs.  F.  W.   Russell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.    S.    I.  Hall, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Leominster  :  Earnest  Workers. 
Millbury  :  Light  Bearers. 

"  Jesus'  Workers. 

North  Brookfield  : 
Southbridge  :  Brookside  Workers. 
Spencer  :  Hillside  Workers. 
Westborough  :  Willing  Helpers. 
Worcester  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle. 

"  Seek  and  Save  Society. 
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REPORT    OF    SOUTH    MIDDLESEX    CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 

President. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Richardson,  Lincoln. 
Secretary. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Adams,  Holliston. 


The  work  of  conference  associations  has  some  disadvantages  that 
do  not  belong  to  branches  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  On 
account  of  the  proximity  of  most  of  their  churches  to  the  city, 
where  are  located  the  headquarters  of  our  parent  society,  each 
auxiliary,  more  naturally  goes  to  the  fountain-head;  and  there  is 
not  that  close  union  of  interest  and  sympathy  among  us  which  we 
desire  to  see.  This  difficulty  is  still  further  increased  by  the  fact 
that  conference  associations  have  no  treasury ;  all  contiibutions 
being  sent  directly  from  each  society  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Missions.  Perhaps  this  is,  on  the  whole,  the 
wisest  arrangement;  but  it  has,  also,  its  drawbacks.  And  partly 
for  this  reason  we  cannot  report  so  much  progress  during  the  past 
year  as  we  could  wish  :  yet  our  ladies  have  not  been  idle,  and  we 
gladly  note  some  of  the  fruits  of  missionary  zeal  and  effort.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  1874,  we  counted  nine  auxiliaries  and  five 
mission-circles  within  our  borders.  Five  auxiliaries  and  three 
mission-circles  have  since  been  organized.  But  these  statistics  do 
not  measure  our  progress.  We  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  one 
mission-circle  from  our  active  working-force,  it  having  lately  turned 
its  energies  to  the  home  field,  thus  still  heeding  the  Master's  in- 
junction, "  Go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard,"  but  cultivating  with 
,as  much  zeal,  another  portion  of  the  field.  One  auxiliary  has 
also  been  dropped  from  our  list,  there  being  some  local  reasons 
why  it  is  considered  impracticable  just  now  to  continue  its  or- 
ganization. These  are  the  discouragements ;  but  we  do  not  lose 
heart,  hoping  that  some  time  we  may  be  able  to  welcome  back  the 
absent  ones.  On  the  other  hand,  besides  the  eight  new  societies 
formed,  much  growth  is  manifested  in  those  already  in  existence 
In  some  instances,  meetings  are  held  more  frequently  and  with 
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increasing  interest ;  and  systematic  efforts  are  made  to  spread 
missionary  intelligence.  Among  the  mission-circles  there  is  great 
cause  for  encouragement.  The  children  bring  all  their  young  life 
and  enthusiasm  to  the  work.  Societies  that  have  formerly  had  an 
existence  only  in  connection  with  the  sabbath  school,  now  have  an 
active  working  organization,  holding  their  regular  meetings,  vying 
with  each  other  in  devising  ways  and  means  to  raise  money  for  the 
heathen,  and  eagerly  listening  to  reports  concerning  those  who 
"  sit  in  darkness."  From  more  than  one  quarter  come  promises 
of  new  mission-circles  soon  to  be  added  to  our  number.  Our 
semi-annual  meetings  at  Hopkinton  and  Concord  were  well  at- 
tended ;  and  an  increase  of  interest  was  manifested. 

So  we  enter  upon  the  new  year,  hopefully  looking  forward  to 
larger  work,  and  more  opportunities  for  usefulness,  which  the 
coming  months  may  bring  to  us. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Adams,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY    SOCIETIES. 


Concord  :  Miss  Mary  Munroe,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Framingham  :  Mrs.  L.  R.  Eastman,  jun.,  Fres. ;   Miss  E.  Rebec- 
ca Eaton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Holliston  :  Mrs.  G.  M.  Adams,  Pres. ;    Miss  Lucy  F.  Partridge, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  F.  F,  Fiske,  Treas. 
Hopkinton  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Plimpton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lincoln  :  Mrs.  H.  C.  Richardson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   Susan  F.   Shedd, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  M.  S.  Rice,  Treas. 
Natick  :  Mrs.  F.  N.  Peloubet,   Pres. ;    Mrs.  Edward   Walcott, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Saxonville:   Mrs.    Charles   Jones,  Pres.;   Miss  M.  E.  Stone, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Webster,  Treas. 
Southborough   and    Southvillk  :  Mrs.  N.  J.  Bigelow,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  P.  Clifford,  Sec'y;  Miss  E.  Johnson,  Treas. 
South  Framingham  :  Miss  Louisa  A.  Eames,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Celia 

N.  Munvan,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Natick  :   Mrs.  Louisa  F.  Edwards,   Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  D. 

Hosmer,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Sudbury:  Mrs.  Emory  Hunt,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Nichols  Hunt,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  R.  H.  Hurlbut,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Hubbard  Brown, 

Treas. 
Wayland  :    Mrs.   L.   K.   Lovel],  Pres. ;    Miss   A.   W.   Draper, 

Directress;  Miss  Carrie  M.  Lee,   Sec'y;    Mrs.  Edward 

Carter,  Treas. 
Wellesley  :  Mrs.  E.  N.  Horton,  Pres. ;  Miss  A.  Chaffin,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Dana,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Ashland  :  Willing  Workers,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Rice,  Pres. ;  Mr.  E. 

H.  Cutler,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mr.  Charles  F.  Spooner,  Sec'y ; 

Mr.  S.  E.  Baker,  Treas. 
Concord  :    S.  S.   Missionary   Association,   Miss   Mary  Munroe, 

Sec'y ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Damon,  Treas. 
Holliston:    Open  Hands,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  M. 

J.  Warfield,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Eliza  Cutler,  Treas. 
Lincoln  :    Cheerful  Givers,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Richardson,  Pres. 
Natick:     Young  Ladies'    Mission-Circle,  Miss  Sarah  Atwood, 

Pres. ;  Miss  Alice  Peloubet,  Sec'y ;    Miss  Flora  Jewell, 

Treas. 
Sudbury  :  Mayflowers,  Miss  Belle  P.  Oviatt,  Pres. ;  Miss  Alice 

Brown,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Jennie  Hunt,  Treas. 
Wellesley  :   Penny  Gatherers,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Dana,  Pres. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NORTH  ESSEX  CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Cowles. 

Secretary. 

Miss  M.  T.  FISKE. 
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The  auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Board  connected  with  the  Essex 
North  Conference  of  Churches  was  organized  May  14,  1875, 
during  the  session  of  the  conference  held  with  the  church  in 
Amesbury.  At  the  first  meeting,  a  constitution  of  four  articles 
was  adopted  ;  and  Mrs.  Cowles  of  Ipswich  was  elected  President ; 
Mrs.  Gregory  of  North  Amesbury,  Vice-President;  and  Miss 
Fiske  of  Newburyport,  Secretary.  It  was  voted  that  the  society 
should  be  called  the  Essex  North  Missionary  Association.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  business,  the  society  listened  to  a  most  inter- 
esting address  from  Mrs.  Mellen  of  Africa.  The  second  and  last 
meeting  of  the  association  was  held  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
the  conference  in  West  Boxford,  Oct.  12,  1875.  At  this  meeting, 
after  listening  to  an  address  from  our  president,  the  time  was 
occupied  in  hearing  from  the  auxiliary  societies  in  the  different 
churches,  and  discussion  of  the  matter  of  forming  societies  in  the 
places  where,  as  yet,  there  are  none.  There  are  twenty-four 
churches  within  the  limits  of  the  conference,  twelve  of  which  are 
connected  with  no  society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board. 

The  eight  societies  which  represent  the  other  twelve  churches 
are  reported  as  in  a  flourishing  condition,  sending  in  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Woman's  Board  a  sum  not  far  from  a  thousand  dollars 
annually. 

A  committee  of  seven  ladies  was  appointed  at  the  last  meeting, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  societies  in  the  churches  where  there 
are  now  no  such  organizations ;  and  it  is  hoped  the  result  of  their 
labors  will  be  a  larger  number  of  societies  auxiliary  to  the  Wo- 
man's Board,  increased  contributions  to  its  treasury,  and  a  more 
intelligent  interest  among  the  sisters  of  our  churches  in  the 
foreign  missionary  work.  M.  T.  Fiske,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Amesbury  :  Mrs.  David  Batchelder,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Webster, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  N.  Boardman,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Bradford  :  Mrs.  J.  D.  Kingsbury,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  K.  Hammond, 
Treas. 

Haverhill  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Seelye,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lu- 
ther Johnson,  Treas. 
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Ipswich:  First  Church,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Cowles,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Philip 
Kimball,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Zenas  Cushing,  Treas. 

Newburyport  :  Mrs.  Luther  F.  Dimmick,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Anthony- 
Jones,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Susan  Brown,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  H. 
A.  Ingraham,  Treas. 

Salisbury  Point  :  Mrs.  Dolly  Colby,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  Colby, 
Treas. 

West  Amesbury:  Mrs.  Frederic  Nichols,  Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Judkins,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  BF.  Bird,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  E. 
Picker,  Treas. 

West  Boxford  :  Mrs.  Calvin  E.  Park,  Pres. ;  Miss  Marion  An- 
drew, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  R.  Kimball,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Haverhill  :  Pentucket  Mission-Circle. 
Newburyport  :  Belleville  Mission-Circle. 

"  North  Church  Mission-Circle. 

"  Tyler  Mission- Circle. 

"  Campbell  Mission-Circle. 


REPORT   OF  THE  SOUTH  ESSEX   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


President. 

Mrs.  G-  N.  Anthony,  Peabody. 
Secretary. 

Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain,  Salem. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  ladies  connected  with  the  churches  of  Essex 
South  Conference,  held  at  Danvers,  May  19,  1875,  it  was  voted 
that  a  conference  association,  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  should  be  formed.  A  brief  constitution  was  adopted, 
and  officers  chosen  for  the  period  of  time  preceding  the  fall  session 
of  the  conference. 
Mrs.  Francis  Dodge,  Danvers,  President ;  Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain, 
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Salem,  Secretary.  The  missionary  work  in  connection  with  the 
conference  is  all  so  new,  that  we  have  had  no  precedents  to  guide 
us,  and  we  have  shrunk  from  establishing  precedents  for  others  to 
folio w.  We  desired,  if  possible,  to  seek  out  and  bring  forward 
the  sanctified  talent  in  the  churches,  and  utilize  it  for  the  Church 
Universal.  Postal-cards  were  sent  to  those  churches  not  known 
to  have  auxiliaries,  soliciting  a  co-operation  in  this  work.  Several 
responses  to  these  wtre  received,  which  assured  us  of  thorough 
sympathy,  and  encouraged  us  to  believe  that  the  time  was  not 
far  distant  when  such  organizations  would  be  formed. 

At  the  October  meeting  of  the  conference,  held  in  Beverly, 
Mrs.  Dodge  felt  compelled  to  decline  a  re-nomination;  and  Mrs. 
G.  N.  Anthony  of  Peabody  was  elected  in  her  place  for  the  coming 
year,  and  Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain  of  Salem  was  re-elected  sec- 
retary. 

There  are  thirty-four  churches  on  the  roll  of  the  conference, 
seven  or  eight  of  which  may  almost  be  considered  as  mission- 
churches  themselves.  We  have  now  fourteen  auxiliaries,  three  of 
which  have  been  added  since  the  organization  of  the  conference 
association.  Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain,  Sec'y. 


AUXILIARY    SOCIETIES. 

Beverly:  Dane-street  Church,  Mis.  Adeline  Norwood,  Direc- 
tress; Mrs.  Mary  E.  Gordon,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  W. 
Clark,  Treas. 

Boxford  :  Mrs.  S.  D.  Gammell,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abby  R.  Gage,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Danvers:  Maple-street  Church,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Learoyd,  Directress; 
Mrs.  W.  E.  C.  Wright,  Sec'y. 

Gloucester:  Mrs.  L.  R.  Hunt,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Frederic  Allen, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Peter  D.  Smith,  Treas. 

Ipswich  :  South  Church,  Miss  Mary  T.  Caldwell,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Lydia  Wade,  Sec'y ;   Miss  Susan  Kimball,  Treas. 

Lynn:  Central  Church,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Cunier,  Pres.;  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Hill,  Sec'y. 

Lynn:  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  Wales,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Ira  O.  Sever- 
ance, Sec  y  and  Treas. 
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Marblehead  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Dixey,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Williams,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  Pitman,  Treas. 
Middleton  :  Mrs.  H.  W.  Merriam,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  A.  Phelps, 

Treas. 
Peabody  :  Mrs.  Richard  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Salem  :  Crombie-street   Church,  Mrs.  William  B.  Parker,  Pres. ; 

Miss  A.  L.  Peirson,  Ssc'jr  and  Treas. 
Salem  :   South   Church,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Johnson,  Pres. ;    Miss  S.  I. 

English,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Salem  :  Tabernacle   Church,   Miss   Mary   J.    Fitz,   Pres. ;  Miss 

Emma  H.  Short,  Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  P.  Chamberlain,  Treas. 
Swampscott  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Eastman,  Directress ;  Miss  Weber, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Torrey,  Treas. 
Topsfield  :  Mrs.  James  Fitts,  Directress  ;  Mrs.  Richard  Phillips, 

Asst. ;  Miss  S.   S.  Edwards,  Sec'y ;    Miss  Clara  Todd, 

Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Beverly  :   Ivy-Leaves,  Centreville  Mission-Circle. 

Gloucester : 

Lynn  :  Mayflowers. 

Marblehead  :  Youth's  Church  Association. 

"  Cheerful  Workers. 

"  Little  Mission  Workers. 

Peabody  :  Morning  Stars. 
Pigeon  Cove  :  Busy  Bodies. 
Salem  :  Tabernacle  Church,  Willing  Helpers. 


REPORT   OF  THE    NORFOLK    CONFERENCE    ASSO- 
CIATION. 

OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  F.  P.  Chapin,  North  Weymouth. 

Vice-President . 

Mrs.  G-.  C.  Cart,  Brockton. 

Secretary. 

Miss  R.  A.  Faxon,  Braintree. 
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The  Woman's  Missionary  Association  of  the  Norfolk  Confer- 
ence was  organized  May  19,  1875,  in  the  vestry  of  the  1st  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Abington ;  the  ladies  of  the  conference 
having  been  invited  by  Mrs.  Freeman,  the  wife  of  the  pastor  of 
that  church,  through  the  press  and  pulpit,  to  meet  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  measures  to  have  auxiliaries  formed  where  there  are 
none,  and  to  increase  the  interest  in  mission-work  generally 
throughout  the  conference.  The  weather  was  unpleasant,  and 
only  a  small  number  of  churches  was  represented  ;  but  the  meeting 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  association. 

Quarterly  meetings  have  since  been  held  in  Braintree  (June  22) 
and  in  Brockton  (Oct.  14).  At  the  latter,  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Har- 
poot,  and  Miss  Drake,  who  has  since  sailed  on  a  mission  to  India, 
were  present,  and  contributed  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting. 

There  are  eleven  auxiliaries  in  the  Conference  ;  and  it  is  hoped 
many  more  may  be  reported  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting. 

R.  A.  Faxon,  Secy. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Braintree  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission,  Miss  Lizzie  Burnham,  Sec'y. 
Braintree  (East):  Mission-Circle,  Miss  R.  A.  Faxon,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Brockton  :  Mrs.  G.  C.  Cary,  Sec'y. 
Canton  :  Mrs.  E.  M.  Morse,  Pres. 
Quincy  :  Miss  H.  A.  Bates,  Sec'y. 
Rockland  :  Miss  Mary  Shaw,  Sec'y. 
Stoughton : 

Weymouth  (North)  :  Mrs.  F.  M.  Chapin,  Pres. 
Weymouth  (South)  :  Mrs.  James  McLean,  Pres. 
Weymouth  and  Braintree  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Loud,  Pres. 
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KEPORT  OF   THE  BARNSTABLE   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 

OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  David  Perry,  East  Falm  mth. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Lucian  Hunt,  Falmouth. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,  Yarmouth. 


This  association  was  organized  at  a  large  ladies'  meeting  held  in 
connection  with  meeting  of  the  conference  at  Provincetown  on  the 
8th  of  June  last.  In  addition  to  the  regular  officers,  a  committee 
on  auxiliaries  was  also  appointed,  consisting  of  one  lady  from  each 
of  the  towns  represented,  who  should  pledge  herself  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  society  in  her  church,  if  possible.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  association,  six  auxiliaries  have  been  formed ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  pledge  of  an  auxiliary  in  every  church  may  be 
redeemed  during  the  coming  year. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,* Sec 'y. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 
Chatham  :  Mrs.  H.  Day,  Pres. 
Falmouth  :  Mrs.  H.  Craig,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lucian  Hunt,   Sec'y  ; 

Miss  E.  D.  Robinson,  Treas. 
Falmouth  (East)  :  Mrs.  David  Perry,  Pres. 
Sandwich  : 

Truro  :  Mrs.  E.  Noble,  Pres. 
Wellfleet  :  Mrs.  E.  G-.  Chaddock,  Pres. 
Wellfleet  (South)  :  Mrs.  Leonard,  Pres. 
West  Barnstable  :  Mrs.  N.  H.  Goodhue,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Russell 

Hinckley,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  Frank  Bodfish,  Treas. 
Yarmouth:   Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Sylvester  Baker, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  Macy,  Treas. 
Mission-Circle  :  Little  Sea  Birds. 
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REPORT   OF  THE  PILGRIM   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Bourne,  Marshfield. 

Vice-President . 

Mrs.  E.  Alden,  Jim.,  Marshfield. 

Secretary. 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Hanover. 

The  report  of  this  conference  association  is  more  what  we  hope 
to  do  than  what  we  have  already  done,  as  the  association  is  but 
two  months  old.  At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Pilgrim  Con- 
ference at  East  Marshfield,  the  ladies  were  addressed  in  behalf  of 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  The  address  met  with  a  hearty- 
response  ;  and  an  association  was  formed,  and  officers  chosen  as 
above.  A  lady  in  each  church  in  the  conference  was  appointed  to 
act  as  agent  in  awakening  an  interest  in  her  church,  and,  if  prac- 
ticable, to  assist  in  forming  an  auxiliary  society.  The  reports 
from  the  several  churches  are  encouraging ;  and  we  hope  for  new 
'organizations  soon.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Sec'y. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Hanover  :  Mrs.  Abby  Barstow,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Josie  M.  Hatch, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Sec'y. 

Kingston  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Peckham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ames,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Mary  Stetson,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Simeon  Mc- 
Laughlin, Treas. 

Marshfield  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bourne,  Pres. ;  Miss  Susie  R.  Stevens, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  H.  C.  Kingman,  Treas. 

Plymouth  :  Mrs.  George  A.  Tewksbury,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Ellen 
Congdon,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  G.  Dyer,  Treas. 

Plymouth:  Mary  Allerton  Mission- Circle. 

Plymouth  (South)  :  Mrs.  David  Brigham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry 
Holmes,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  Holmes,  Sec'y  ;  Miss 
Addie  Hovey,  Treas. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

EXPENDITURES    OF    THE   WOMAN'S    BOARD    OF    MISSIONS    FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31, 1875. 


ZULU  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Gertrude  R.  Hance, 

$475  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Susan  W.  Tyler, 

475  00 

Inanda  Seminary, 

447  00 

Umzurabi  School  for  Girls, 

391  00 

Bible-Reader  at  Umvoti, 

56  00 

EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 


Salary  of  Mrs.  Isabella  G.  Clarke, 

$405  00 

"      "    Mrs.  George  D.  Marsh, 

405  00 

WESTERN  TURKEY.  — CONSTANTINOPLE  HOME. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Cora  "Welch  Tomson, 

$507  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Williams, 

507  00 

"      ','  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons, 

507  00 

"      "  Miss  Cornelia  P.  Dwight, 

507  00 

"      "  Miss  Anna  D.  Bliss, 

325  00 

Armenian  Grammar  Teacher, 

183  00 

Female  Teachers, 

350  47 

Teacher  of  Turkish, 

61  00 

Books,  Stationery,  and  Apparatus, 

258  00 

Scholarships, 

1,520  00 

Insurance,  Taxes,  &c, 

453  00 

General  Expenses  of  the  Home, 

$4,569 

00 

Received  from  paying  pupils,  sale  of  books,  &c, 

4,122  00 

—    447  00 

Bible- Women  in  Constantinople, 

107  00 

BROOSA. 

Salary  of  Miss  Julia  A.  Rappleye, 

$506  00 

NICOMEDIA. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Laura  Farnham, 

$380  00 

Village  Schools, 

637  00 

Bardesag  School, 

405  00 

C^ESAREA. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Giles, 

$380  00 

"      "   Miss  Sarah  A.  Closson, 

316  00 

Bible-Wcmen, 

153  00 

Girls'  School, 

574  00 

Incidentals, 

51  00 

$1,844  00 


810  00 
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MAESOVAN. 


Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Fritcher, 

$316  00 

"      "    Miss  Fannie  E.  Washburn, 

316  00 

Three  Bible- Women, 

152  00 

Girls'  Preparatory  School, 

183  00 

Girls  in  the  Boarding-School, 

608  00 

General  Expenses  of  the  Boarding-School, 

280  00 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Leonard, 

318  00 

SIVAS. 

Salary  of  Miss  Flavia  S.  Bliss, 

$316  00 

Girls'  School, 

152  00 

Village  Schools, 

132  00 

MANISSA 

Salary  of  Miss  Phebe  L.  Cull, 

$380  00 

"      "    Miss  Hattie  G.  Powers, 

380  00 

Total,  Western 

rurkey, 

*1°  fifi1!    17 

CENTRAL  TURKEY. 

—  AINTAB. 

Salary  of  Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor, 

$405  00 

"      "  Ellen  M.  Pierce, 

405  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School,  Teachers,  Steward, 

Matron,  &c, 

899  00 

Village  Schools, 

490  00 

Tours  of  American  and  Native  Teachers, 

172  00 

MARASH 

Salary  of  Miss  Mary  S.  Williams, 

$418  00 

School  at  Yarpooz, 

34  00 

Total,  Central  Turkey, 

2,823  00 

EASTERN   TURKEY.  - 

-HARPOOT. 

Salary  of  Miss  Harriet  Seymour, 

$348  00 

"      "  Miss  Caroline  E.  Bush, 

348  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Allen, 

348  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Susan  A.  Wheeler, 

348  00 

Six  Bible-Women, 

90  00 

Female  Seminary, 

625  00 

VAN. 

One-half  Salary  of  Misses  C.  and  M.  Ely, 

$348  00 

Bible-Woman, 

25  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School, 

224  00 

Three  Common  Schools  for  Girls, 

67  00 

M  VRDIN. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Olive  L.  Andrus, 

$348  00 

"      "  Miss  Sarah  Sears, 

348  00 

"      "  Miss  Cassie  Pratt, 

348  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School, 

423  00 

Village  Schools, 

78  00 

Total,  Eastern  Turkey, 


4,316  00 
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MAHRATTA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bis^ell,  Ahmednuggur,  $586  50 

"      "  Miss  Harriet  S.Ashley,  776  00 

"      "  Miss  Sarah  F.  Norris,  M.D.,  Bombay,  776  00 

Conveyances,  379  00 

House  Rent,  484  00 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Park,  776  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Abby  S.  Hume,  586  50 

Twelve  Bible-Women,  600  00 

Girls'  School  at  Ahmednuggur,  524  00 

MADURA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Sarah  B  Capron,  $604  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Chandler,  604  00 

"      "  Miss  Elizabeth  Sisson,  604  00 

Five  Bible- Women,  182  50 

Girls'  Boarding  School,  Madura,  fifty  pupils,  436  00 

Teacher,  69  00 

Girls'  School  at  Battalagundu,  185  00 

"           "      '«   Mandapasalie,  460  00 

«'           "      "    Man  a  Madura,  257  00 

Hindu  Girls'  School  at  Madura,  144  00 

"         "           "    "      Mana  Madura,  69  00 

Support,  in  part,  of  eleven  Village  Schools,  674  00 

Building  of  Schoolhouse  for  Hindu  Girls  at  West  Madura,      345  00 


$5,488  00 


CEYLON 

MISSION. 

Iiulu  uw 

Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Agnew, 

$575  00 

"      "  Miss  Harriet  E.  Townshend, 

575  00 

"      "  Miss  Susan  R.  Howland, 

575  00 

Three  Bible-Women, 

103  50 

Udupitty  Female  Seminary, 

460  00 

Uduville        "           " 

690  00 

Village  Schools, 

288  00 

9  one    Kf» 

FOOCHOw  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Hartwell, 

$518  00 

"      "  Miss  Adelia  M.  Payson, 

518  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School, 

805  00 

1   R4.1    flft 

NORTH   CHINA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Andrews,  $460  00 

Bible-Reader  at  Tungcho,  29  00 


JAPAN  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Talcott,                                .  $658  50 

"      "  Miss  M.  E.  Gouldy,  658  50 

"      "  Miss  J.  A.  Gulick  668  50 

"      "  Miss  Justina  Wheeler,  658  50 


489  00 


100 


Salary  of  Miss  Frances  A  Stevens,  $658  50 

"      "  Mrs.  S.  E.  De  Forest,  658  50 

Rent  for  Miss  Gouldy,  125  00 


NORTHERN  MEXICO  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Carrie  M.  Strong,  $460  00 

Girls'  School,  262  00 


AUSTRIAN  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Schauffler,  $606  00 

DAKOTA  MISSION. 

Matron,  General  Expenses,  $1,600  00 


$4,076  00 


722  00 


606  00 


1,600  00 


Total  appropriations  for  1876,  $45,160  47 

Outfits  and  Travelling  Expenses  for  Missionaries,  3,257  40 

Disbursements  for  the  Constantinople  Home,  42,944  28 

HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

Publishing  "  Life  and  Light,"  including  ser- 
vices at  office,  $6,915  24 

Printing  and  Advertising,  Postage  and  Inci- 
dentals, 732  30 

Weekly^Pledge  Envelopes,  142  50 

Leaflets',  71  81 

7,861  85 

Balance   in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1875,   for   assumed  and 

pledged  work.  5,941  25 

•Constantinople  Home  Building  Fund,  temporarily  in- 
vested, 14,582  20 


$119,747  45 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  FOR  THE 
YEAR    ENDING  DEC.  31,  1875. 

Balance  in  treasury,  Dec.  31,  1874,  $44,888  52 

Subscriptions  and  donations  in  1875,  53,096  78 

Donations  to  Constantinople  Home  Building  Fund,  14,634  06 

Receipts  from  "  Life  and  Light  "  and  "  Echoes,"  6,915  24 

Weekly  Pledge  envelopes,  128  31 

Leaflets,  84  54 

$119,747  45 
Boston,  Jan.  4,  1876. 
I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  for  1875,  and  find  them  correct;  showing  a  balance  due  the  Society  of 
fifty-nine  hundred  and  forty-one  and  25-100  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  balance 
of  the  Constantinople  Home  Building  Fund  of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty -two  and  20-100  dollars. 

J.  W.  DAVIS,  Auditor. 
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MISSIONARIES  SUPPORTED  BY  THE  WOMAN'S 
BOARD. 

ZULU  MISSION. 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  Edwards,  Inanda.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Miss  Gertrude  R.  Hance,  Umvoti.     Supported  by  Mt.  Vernon 

Church  and  Mission- Circle,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Susan  W.  Tyler,  Umzunduzi.     Supported  by  the  Rhode 

Island  Branch. 

EUROPEAN   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Mrs.  Ellen  S.  Baird,  Monastir.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Mrs.  Isabella  G.  Clark,  Samokov.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Mrs.  George  D.  Marsh,  Eski-Zagra.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Dorchester,  Mass. 

western  turkey  mission. 

Miss  Flavia  S.  Bliss,  Sivas.  Supported  by  the  Union  Aux- 
iliary in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Miss  Annie  D.  Bliss,  Constantinople.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  Closson,  Csesarea.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Windham,  O. 

Miss  Phebe  L.  Cull,  Manissa.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Clinton,  Mass. 

Miss  Cornelia  Dwight,  Constantinople.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Miss  Laura  Farnham,  Bardesag.  Supported  by  the  Mission- 
Circles  in  Central  Church,  Boston,  Mass. 

Miss  Eliza  Fritcher,  Marsovan.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Giles,  Csesarea.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  South  Boston,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Leonard,  Marsovan.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

Miss  Charlotte  L.  Noyes,  Constantinople.  Supported  by  the 
Auxiliary  in  Norwich,  Conn. 
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Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons,  Constantinople.  Supported  by  the 
New  Haven  Branch. 

Miss  Julia  A.  Rappleye,  Broosa.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Mrs.  Cora  W.  Tomson,  Constantinople.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Newburyport,  Mass. 

Miss  Fannie  E.  Washburn,  Marsovan.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Brookline,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams,  Constantinople.  Supported  by  the 
New  London  County  Branch. 

CENTRAL   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Miss  Ellen    M.   Pierce,   Aintab.       Supported  by  the   South 

Church,  Salem,  Mass. 
Miss  Hattie  G.  Powers,  Manissa.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 

in  Winchester,  Mass. 
Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor,  Aintab.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Miss  Mary  S.  Williams,  Marash.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 

in  Brockton,  Mass. 

eastern  turkey  mission. 

Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Allen,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Spring- 
field Branch. 

Mrs.  Olive  L.  Andrus,  Mardin.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Miss  Caroline  E.  Bush,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  Mission- 
Circle  in  Tabernacle  Church,  New  York  City. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Ely,  Bitlis.  In  part  supported  by  the  Ver- 
mont Branch. 

Miss  M.  A.  C.  Ely,  Bitlis.  In  part  supported  by  the  Vermont 
Branch. 

Miss  Clarissa  H.  Pratt,  Mardin.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Mrs.  Martha  W.  Raynolds,  Bitlis.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Miss  Sarah  Sears,  Mardin.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Lowell,  Mass. 

Miss  Hattie  Seymour,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Fall  River,  Mass. 
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Mrs.  Susan  A.  Wheeler,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Maine 
Branch. 

MAHRATTA    MISSION. 

Miss  Harriet  S.  Ashley,  Ahmednuggur.     Supported  by  the 

Rhode  Island  Branch. 
Mrs.  Mary   E.   Bissell,    Ahmednuggur.      Supported    by    the 

Auxiliary  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Abbie  F.  Hume,  Bombay.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Miss  Sarah   F.   Norris,   M.D.,    Bombay.     Supported  by  the 

New  Hampshire  Branch. 
Mrs.  Anna  M.  Park,  Sholapoor.     Supported   by  the    Vermont 

Branch. 

MADURA   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Sarah  B.  C apron,  Mana  Madura.  Supported  by  the 
Auxiliary  in  Newton,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Chandler,  Madura.  Supported  on  Gen- 
eral Fund. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Sisson,  Madura.  Supported,  in  part,  by  the 
Auxiliary  in  East  Boston,  Mass. 

CEYLON   MISSION. 

Miss  Eliza  Agnew,  Uduville.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Mrs.  Emily  F.  De  Riemer.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Miss  Susan  R.  Howl  and,  Udupitty.  Supported  by  the  Cana- 
dian Branch. 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Townshend,  Udupitty.  Supported  by  the 
Hartford  Branch. 

FOOCHOW   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Hartwell,  Foochow.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Miss  Adelia  M.  Payson,  Nantai.  Supported  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Branch. 

NORTH   CHINA    MISSION. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Andrews,  Tungcho.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 
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JAPAN   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Eliza  De  Forest,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Gouldy,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Miss  Julia  E.  Gulick,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 

Worcester,  Mass. 
Miss  Frances  A.  Stevens.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 
Miss   Eliza   Talcott,   Kobe.     Supported    by  the    Springfield 

Branch. 
Miss  Justin  a  Wheeler,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  Springfield 

Branch  and  the  Auxiliary  in  Darien,  Conn. 

AUSTRIAN   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Clara  E.  Schauffler,  Briinn.     Supported  by  the  New 
London  County  Branch. 

MISSION   TO   MEXICO. 

Miss  Carrie  M.  Strong,  Monterey.     Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

DAKOTA   MISSION. 

Miss  Maria  L.  Haynes,  Santee  Agency.     Supported  on  General 

Fund. 
Miss  Martha   A.  Shepherd,  Santee  Agency.     Supported  on 

General  Fund. 


SCHOOLS  SUPPORTED  BY  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD. 

ZULU  MISSION. 

School  at  Inanda,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Edwards.  Supported 
by  Scholarships. 

School  at  Umzumbi,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Bridgman.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Maine  Branch. 
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WESTERN   TURKEY   MISSION. 

The  Constantinople  Home,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Williams. 
Supported  by  Scholarships  and  General  Fund.  Native 
male  teacher  supported  by  the  Sabbath  School  in  Read- 
ing, Mass. 

School  in  Marsovan,  under  care  of  Miss  Fritcher.  Supported 
by  New  Haven  Branch  and  Scholarships.  Native  teacher 
supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Beverly,  Mass. 

Preparatory  School  ln  Marsovan.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

School  in  Sivas,  under  care  of  Miss  Bliss.  Supported  by  the 
Auxiliary  in  Eliot  Church,  Boston  Highlands. 

Two  Schools  in  Sivas.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

School  in  Cesarea,  under  care  of  Miss  Closson.  Supported  by 
the  Springfield  Branch. 

School  in  Talas.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

School  in  Bardesag,  under  care  of  Miss  Farnham.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Maine  Branch. 

Village  Schools  in  Nicomedia.  Baghchijik,  Hascal,  Armash, 
Rodosto,  Constantinople.  One  supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Melrose,  Mass. ;  the  others  on  General  Fund. 

central  turkey  mission. 

School  at  Aintab,  under  care  of  Miss  Proctor.  Supported  by 
the  Philadelphia  Branch. 

Sixteen  Village  Schools,  under  care  of  Miss  Proctor. 
Seven  supported  by  the  Rhode  Island  Branch ;  two  by 
the  Auxiliary  in  Northampton,  Mass. ;  one  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Northampton,  Mass. ;  one  by  the  Mission- Circle 
in  Darien,  Conn. ;  and  one  by  the  Mission- Circle  in  Mar- 
blehead,  Mass.     Four  on  General  Fund. 

eastern  turkey  mission. 

School  at  Harpoot,  under  care  of  Misses  Seymour  and  Bush. 

Supported  by  Scholarships. 
School  at    Mar  din,  under  care  of  Misses  Sears   and  Pratt. 

Supported  by  the  Maine  Branch. 
School  at  Bitlis,  under  care  of  Mi>ses  Ely.     Supported  by 

the  Auxiliary  in  Peabody,  Mass. 
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Four  Village  Schools.  One  supported  by  the  Mission-Ci;cle 
in  West  Hampton,  Mass. ;  others  on  General  Fund. 

MAHRATTA   MISSION. 

School  at  Ahmednuggur,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Bissell.  Sup- 
ported by  Scholarships. 

MADURA   MISSION. 

School  at  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Chandler.  Supported 
by  the  New  Haven  Branch  and  the  Canadian  Branch. 

School  at  Battalagundu,  under  care  of  Miss  Kendall.  Sup- 
ported on  General  Fund. 

School  at  Mandapasalie,  under  care  of  Miss  Taylor.  Sup- 
ported on  General  Fund. 

Hindu  Girls'  School  at  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Chan- 
dler. Supported  by  the  Mission-Circle  in  Burlington," 
Vt. 

School  at  Mana  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Capron.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Hartford  Branch  and  the  Auxiliary  in 
Rockland,  Mass. 

Hindu  Girls'  School  in  Mana  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs. 
Capron.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Day  School  in  Mana  Madura.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Abington,  Mass. 

Day  Schools  in  Different  Stations. 

Eleven  Village  Schools. 

ceylon  mission. 
School  at  Udupitty,  under  care   of  Miss  Townshend.     Sup- 
ported by  Vermont  Branch,  and  Scholarship^. 
School    at    Uduville,    under  care   of  Miss   Agnew.      Sup- 
ported by  Scholarships,  and  on  General  Fund. 
Village  Schools. 

foochow  mission. 

School  at  Foochow,  under  care  of  Miss  Payson.  Supported 
by  Vermont  Branch,  and  Scholarships. 

MEXICAN    MISSION. 

School  at  Monterey,  under  care  of  Miss  Sirong.  Supported 
on  General  Fund. 
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DAKOTA   MISSION. 


Home  among  the  Dakota  Indians.     Supported  on  General 
Fund,  and  Scholarships. 


NATIVE    TEACHERS    AND    BIBLE-READERS. 

ZULU   MISSION. 

Bible-Reader  at  Umzumbi.  Supported  by  Lieut.  Charles  E. 
Jewett,  U.S.A. 

EUROPEAN    AND    WESTERN   TURKEY   MISSION. 

Ghulu  Dudu,  at  Caesarea.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  New- 
ton, Mass. 

Mariana  Dudu,  at  Nigdi.  Supported  by  Auxiliary  in  Falmouth, 
Mass. 

Zahouhi,  at  Marsovan.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Zartan,  at  Kapookaya.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Excipit,  at  Marsovan.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

WESTERN  TURKEY   MISSION. 

Bible-Reader   at   Baghchijik.       Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 

North  Somerville,  Mass. 
Bible-Reader  in  Rodosto.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

CENTRAL  TURKEY   MISSION. 

Mariarn  Varzhoohee,  at  Aintab.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Mariarn  Boghosyan,  at  Aintab.      Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch.  ' 

Bible-Reader  at  Adana.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch. 
Bible-Reader  at  Tarsus.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch. 

EASTERN   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Kohar   Harprienian,   at    Egin.     Supported    by  the    "  Mountain 

Rills,"  Middlebury,  Vt. 
Mariarn  Geragosian,  at  Hoghi.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 

Middlebury,  Yt. 
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Mariam  Bedrosian,  at  Ichraeh.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Norwich,  N.Y. 

Sarah  Besketurian,  at  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Clinton,  Mass. 

Bardashan  Marvisian,  at  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Pearl-street 
Sunday  School,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Abtoon  Gazarosian,  at  Chemisgesek.  Supported  by  the  Auxil- 
iary in  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Mariam  Hashardusian,  at  Geghi.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Northampton,  Mass. 

Koordish  Amie,  at  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  "  Willing  Help- 
ers," Fall  River,  Mass. 

Hunazant  Esarhogian,  at  Percheng.  Supported  by  the  "  Busy 
Bees,"  Darien,  Conn. 

Mariam  Melkawian,  at  Arabkir.  Supported  by  the  Mission- 
Circle  in  Burlington,  Vt. 

Mariam  Marderosian,  at  Malatia.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Townsend,  Mass. 

Yama  Hosepian,  at  Arabkir.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Framingham,  Mass. 

Yegsha  Astardoonian,  at  Hulukegh.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

Anna  Menosian,  at  Arabkir.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven 
Branch. 

Mariam  Enfiagian,  at  Temran.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven 
Branch. 

Bible- Woman  at  Van.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Oxford, 
Mass. 

MAHRATTA   MISSION. 

Subabai,  at  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  S.  S.  Class  of  Mrs.  R. 
P.  Reed,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Krishnabai,  at  Mandogan.  Supported  by  Auxiliary  in  Nashua, 
Mass. 

Zankabai,  at  Mandogan.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Green- 
wich, Conn. 

Pritabai,  at  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  the  South  Church, 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Yamunabai,  at  Barhanpur.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Nor- 
wich Town,  Conn. 
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Gangabai,  at  Barhanpur.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Drupatabai,  at  Wadale.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Bruns- 
wick, Me. 

Drupatabai  Narayan,  Rahuri.     Supported  by  New  Haven  Branch. 

Sagunabai,  at  Rahuri.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Sarzabai,  at  Pimplas.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Yesabai.     Supported  by  New  Haven  Branch. 

Vithabai,  at  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven 
Branch. 

Kamalabia,  at  Khokar.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

MADURA   MISSION. 

Gnanaperahasen,  at  Madura.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven 
Branch. 

Samathanum,  at  Madura.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Annamal,  at  Battalagundu.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Clare- 
mont,  N.H. 

Annamal,  at  Mandapasalie.  Supported  by  Mission  Circle  in 
Marblehead. 

Parkeum,  at  Pasumalai.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Parkeum,  at  Madura.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Maiden, 
Mass. 

Anatye,  at  Madura.     Supported  by  Auxiliary  in  Haverhill. 

CEYLON  MISSION. 

Sarah  K.  White,  at  Uduville.  Supported  by  the  Sabbath  School 
in  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Mary  Smith,  at  Uduville.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Green- 
wich, Conn. 

Two  Bible- Women  at  Tillipally.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

NORTH   CHINA   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Tsua,  at  Tungcho.  Supported  by  the  Tabernacle  Church, 
Salem,  Mass. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  W.  B.  M. 

Article  I.  —  The  officers  of  this  Corporation  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary,  two  or  more  Secreta- 
ries for  Correspondence,  a  Treasurer,  twelve  or  more  Directors, 
and  an  Auditor,  who  shall  be  a  gentleman.  The  Presidents  of  all 
Branch  Societies  shall  be  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions.  All  these  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Auditor, 
shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Directors,  five  of  whom  shall  be  a'  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business.  Honorary  Vice-Presidents 
may  be  appointed  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  above-named, 
except  that  they  will  not  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
All  the  foregoing  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first 
Tuesday  of  January  following  the  time  of  their  election,  or  till 
others  be  chosen. 

Art.  II.  —  The  Secretaries  and  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
American  Board  will  constitute  an  advisory  Board ;  and  all  mis- 
sionary candidates  be  referred  to  them  for  approval  before 
appointment  by  the  Directors.  Missionaries  supported  by  this 
Board  will  be  required  to  make  frequent  reports  to  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries. 

Art.  III.  —  Regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month.  Meetings 
of  the  Society  for  business,  the  communication  of  intelligence,  and 
suitable  religious  exercises,  shall  be  held  in  Boston  on  the  first 
Tuesdays  of  January  and  April,  Thursday  of  Anniversary  Week, 
and  the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  The  January  meeting  shall 
be  observed  as  an  anniversary,  when  the  Annual  Report  prepared 
by  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  read,  and  officers  elected. 
Notice  of  the  hour  of  the  day,  and  the  place  of  holding  these 
meetings,  shall  be  inserted  once  previously  in  "  The  Congre- 
gationalist." 

Art.  IV.  —  Special  meetings  of  this  Society  may  be  called  at 
any  time,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  by  a  notice  pub- 
lished once  in  said  "  Congregationalist ;  "  publication  of  said  notice 
to  be  at  least  one  week  before  the  day  of  holding  said  meetings. 

Art.  V.  —  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  do 
all  matters  and  things  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects 
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and  purposes  of  this  Society  as  set  forth  in  the  third  section  of  its 
act  of  incorporation ;  and  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  Board  of 
Directors  shall  have  the  same  validity  and  effect  as  if  done  and 
transacted  by  the  Corporation  itself  at  any  regular  meeting. 

Art.  VI.  —  The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  shall  consti- 
tute membership ;  and  twenty-five  dollars,  life-membership. 

Art.  VII.  —  Any  number  of  ladies  contributing  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  annually  may  form  a  society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Director,  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer,  who  shall  constitute  a  local  Executive  Committee  ; 
the  particular  name  and  terms  of  membership  to  be  fixed  by  each 
society  for  itself.  Auxiliary  societies  not  less  than  twenty  in  num- 
ber—  also  auxiliary  sccieties  beyond  the  range  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  less  number,  should  it  be  deemed  desirable  —  may  become  a 
branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  with  powers  to  choose 
such  officers,  and  make  such  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  this 
Constitution,  as  they  may  wish. 

Art.  VIII.  —  Recognizing  the  duty  of  educating  our  youth  in 
the  spirit  of  missions,  this  Society  will  encourage  the  formation 
of  mission-circles  among  the  children  and  youth  in  our  churches, 
to  collect  funds,  and  disseminate  missionary  intelligence.  Any 
number  of  Sunday-school  children,  or  any  class  in  a  Sunday  school, 
that  shfdl  contribute  annually  not  less  than  five  dollars,  may  form 
a  mission-circle,  under  a  name  of  their  own  choosing,  by  appoint- 
ing some  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Art.  IX.  —  All  persons  who  became  life-members  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  by  the  payment  of  twenty-five  dollars, 
under  its  organization  as  it  existed  before  the  passage  of  said  act 
of  incorporation,  shall  be  considered  life-members  of  this  Society, 
with  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  payment  of  a  like  sum 
would  now  confer  under  this  Corporation. 

Art.  X.  —  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  regular 
meeting  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present ;  notice  of 
their  intention  to  propose  any  alteration  having  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting. 
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BY-LAWS. 


Article  I.  —  Every  meeting  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  shall  be  opened  with  prayer  and  the  reading  of  tbe 
Scriptures.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read 
and  approved,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Art.  IT.  —  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  annually,  at 
the  meeting  in  February,  a  Publishing  and  Editorial  Committee, 
also  Committees  on  Finance  and  Nomination.  The  Finance 
Committee  shall  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  finances,  and 
shall  devise  and  recommend  measures  for  increasing  the  receipts. 

Art.  III.  —  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  invest  the 
funds  of  the  Society  in  the  safest  and  most  productive  form;  but 
no  investments  shall  be  made  or  changed  by  her  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Art.  IV. —  All  bills  for  current  expenses  shall  be  approved 
either  by  the  Treasurer  or  President. 

Art.  V.  —  Branch  societies,  and  auxiliaries  not  connected  with 
branches,  shall  be  required  to  present  their  annual  reports  to  the 
parent  society  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  December. 

Art.  VI.  —  All  branch  societies,  and  auxiliaries  not  con- 
nected with  branches,  will  be  held  responsible  for  work  assumed 
by  them  until  due  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  parent  society. 
Branch  societies  shall  make  remittances  as  often  as  once  a  quarter 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  parent  society. 

Art.  VII.  —  The  financial  year  shall  close  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December. 

Art.  VIII.  —  No  business  shall  be  brought  before  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Society  that  has  not  been  previously  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  IX.  —  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present,  notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been  given  at  the 
previous  meeting. 

CONSTITUTION  FOR  AUXILIARIES. 

Article  I.  —  This  Society  shall  be  called  "  The  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,"  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
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Art.  II.  —  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  Directress, 
Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  chosen  annually. 

Art.  III.  —  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  collection  of 
money  for  missionary  purposes,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  missionary 
spirit  among  its  members. 

Art.  TV.  —  All  money  raised  by  this  Society  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  organization. 

Art.  V.  —  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  the  payment  of annually. 


CONSTITUTION  FOR  MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Article  I.  —  An  association  of  youth  remitting  annually  not 
less  than  five  dollars  to  the  Treasurer  of  W.  B.  M.  shall  constitute 
a  Mission-Circle. 

Art.  II.  —  A  Circle  raising  sufficient  funds  to  sustain  a  Native 
Bible-Reader,  or  to  educate  a  pupil  in  any  of  the  Mission- Schools, 
can  specify  any  field  occupied  by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

Art.  IIL  —  Each  Circle  shall  be  designated  by  an  appropriate 
name  ;  and  shall  appoint  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  whom  due 
acknowledgment  can  be  returned  by  the  Society. 


PLEDGE   FOR  MISSION-CIRCLES. 

We  desire  to  help  in  sending  the  gospel  to  heathen  children,  that 
they  may  learn  about  Christ,  who  died  to  save  them. 

We  promise  to  give  one  cent  a  week  to  the  missionary -box,  and 

come  togethe 
about  missions. 

(Signed) 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The  following  leaflets  have  been  issued  by  the  Woman's  Board, 
designed  to  assist  those  who  wish  to  promote  the  work  of  the 
Society.  They  will  be  furnished  gratuitously  in  small  quanti- 
ties :  when  ten  or  more  are  desired,  they  may  be  obtained  at  very 
reasonable  prices. 
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Historical  Sketch  of  the  Woman's  Board. 

The  Need  of  a  Woman's  Board. 

An  Organization  in  Every  Church. 

The  Best  Modes  of  raising  Money. 

The  Children's  Army  :  how  shall  we  lead  it  ? 

The  Work  of  the  Bible- Women. 

Hints  for  Meetings. 

Go  Forward. 

"  She  has  done  what  she  thought  she  couldn't." 

An  Appeal  to  Christian  Women. 

children's  series. 
Children's  Work,  No.  1. 
Children's  Work,  No.  2. 
Jesus'  Lambs. 
Songs  and  Recitations. 
Dialogue  :  "  All  the  World  for  Jesus." 

LIFE    AND   LIGHT    FOR    WOMAN, 

A  missionary  magazine  published  by  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions,  containing  interesting  accounts  of  the  work  for  heathen 
women,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Terms,  fifty  cents  a  year  in 
advance,  with  ten  cents  additional  for  postage.  This  magazine 
has  been  published  monthly  only  since  January,  1873  ;  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  think  that  its  more  frequent  visits  have  been 
welcomed  in  many  Christian  homes.  In  order  to  render  it  pecu- 
niarily successful  it  will  be  necessary  that  every  subscriber  should 
pay  her  dues  promptly,  and  that  five  thousand  new  ones  should  be 
added  to  the  list.  It  is  hoped  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  place 
this  fact  before  our  auxiliaries  to  insure  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  their  members  in  promoting  this  most  important  instrumen- 
tality in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Board. 

It  has  been  thought  best  to  discontinue  the  publication  of 
"  Echoes,"  and  to  substitute  for  it  a  page  of  missionary  intelligence 
in  the  "  Well-Spring,"  weekly.  This  arrangement  secures  the 
much  needed  space  in  "  Life  and  Light "  for  other  matter,  and 
brings  the  missionary  work  before  the  children  weekly,  instead 
of  monthly,  as  heretofore.  It  is  hoped  that  all  who  have  taken 
"Echoes  "will  also  subscribe  for  "  The  Well-Spring  and  Mission- 
ary Echoes."  Orders  may  be  sent  to  Moses  H.  Sargent,  Esq., 
Congregational  House,  Boston. 
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POSTAGE-RATES. 

Letters  for  missionaries  of  the  Board  may  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  W.  B.  M.,  at  the  Congregational  House,  Boston,  where 
mails  are  made  up  every  Tuesday  afternoon  for  all  missions, 
except  those  at  China  and  Japan.  Letters  should  be  in  Boston 
Tuesday  forenoon.  Postage  can  be  prepaid  by  sending  cur- 
rency with  the  letter,  and  at  the  following  rates  per  half-ounce  :  — 

Central-Turkey  Stations  .  50  cts. 

South  Africa 27    " 

India  and  Ceylon     .     .    .  21    " 

China 10    " 

Japan 15    " 

Sandwich  Islands  and  Mi- 
cronesia    6   " 

Harpoot,  Mardin,  and  Van,  50 

As  letters  are  sent  in  packages  from  the  Missionary  Rooms,  the 
postage  on  those  of  less  or  greater  weight  is  in  the  same  propor- 
tion. 

Letters  for  China  and  Japan  go  by  steamer  mail  from  San 
Francisco,  and  leave  the  Congregational  House  on  or  about  the 
20th  of  each  month. 


Constantinople    .     .     .     . 

5  cts 

Nicomedia 

14    " 

Eski  -  Zagra,     Samokov, 

Broosa,  and  Manissa,    . 

19    " 

Sivas,  Csesarea,  Marsovan 

and  Erzroom  .     .     .     . 

28    " 

Bitlis 

36    " 

LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  IN   1875. 


Adams,  Miss  Charlotte  E. 
Austin,  Mrs.  Julia  N.  G. 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Susannah  E. 
Bailey,  Mrs.  William  F. 
Baker,  Miss  Emma  E. 
Bancroft,  Miss  Mary  C. 
Barrows,  Miss  Charlotte  Coffin 
Barstow,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Bates,  Mrs.  Julia 
Bemis,  Miss  Julia  A. 
Bennett,  Miss  Josie  E. 
Benedict,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Bigelow,  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
Billings,  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
Billings,  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Blanchard,  Miss  Abby  Frances 
Blodgett,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Bowen,  Mrs.  William 
Buell.  Mrs.  L.  M. 


Butts,  Mrs.  Polly 
Burnap,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Burnham,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Capron,  Miss  Laura 
Carey,  Miss  Sarah  S. 
Carr,  Mrs.  James 
Carr,  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Carr,  Mrs.  N". 
Carruth,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Caswell,  Miss  Lizzie  L. 
Chadbourne,  Mrs.  P.  A. 
Chandler,  Mrs.  Annie  R. 
Chapman,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Claflin,  Mrs.  Henry 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Ophelia  A. 
Clapp,  Mrs.  E.  C.  M. 
Clapp,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Clark,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Loren 
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Clarke,  Miss  Isabella  G. 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Isabella  G. 
Clarke,  Miss  Kittie  S. 
Coburn,  Mrs.  William  C. 
Coffin,  Mrs.  Jared  W. 
Coffin,  Mrs.  Frederic  W.  M. 
Coffin,  Miss  Chloe  M. 
Coleman,  Miss  Martha  L. 
Coleswortby,  Mrs.  John  M. 
Collamore,  Mrs.  Lucinda  C. 
Coughlan.  Mary  E. 
Cristy,  Miss  Lizzie  H. 
Curtis,  Jane  E. 
Cushing,  Mrs.  Z. 
Cutler,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Cutler,  Miss  S.  Eliza 
Dart,  Miss  Jessie  D. 
Davenport,  Mrs.  Henry 
Davis,  Mrs.  R.  Henry 
Davis,  Miss  Carrie  C. 
Dennis,  Mrs.  M.  P. 
DeWitt,  Miss  Jennie 
Dewey,  Mrs.  J.  N. 
Dewing,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Dingwell,  Mrs.  James 
Dodge,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Dodge,  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Doolittle,  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Doolittle,  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Drake,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Emerson,  Mrs.  D.  R. 

Emmons,  Mrs.  N. 

Fales,  Miss  Ella  E. 

Fales,  Miss  Emma  G. 

Farnsworth,  Miss  Susanna 

Fay,  Miss  Eliza  F. 

Fellows,  Mrs.  Franklin  E. 

Fitch,  Miss  Louise  C. 

Flanders,  Miss  Mary  Ann 

Flitner,  Mrs.  Clementine 

Foster,  Mrs.  John  M. 

Foote,  Mrs.  D.  A. 

Freeland,  Mrs.  S.  M. 

French,  Mrs.  Zenas. 

French,  Miss  Ruth  W. 

Gooding,  Mrs.  8.  T. 

Graves,  Miss  Fannie 

Green,  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Greenwood,  Mrs.  Julia  B. 

Guild,  Alice 

Gulick,  Miss  Julia 


Hair,  Mrs.  Ann  Maria 
Hale,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
Hale,  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Hall,  Miss  Clarissa 
Hardy,  Mrs.  George 
Haynes,  Miss  Fannie 
Hazen,  Mrs.  Charles 
Herendeen,  Miss  Clara  M. 
Hight,  Mrs.  Eliza  G. 
Hill,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Hill,  Mrs.  William  R. 
Hinckley,  Mrs.  Ann  S. 
Holbrook,  Mrs.  A. 
Holbrook,  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Holbrook,  Miss  Ann  E. 
Holden,  Mrs.  Simon 
Homer,  Mrs.  A. 
Howard,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Howe,  Mrs.  M.  N. 

Howe,  Miss  Jennie 
Howland,  Alice  G. 
Hovey,  Mrs.  L.  M.  D. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Laura  R. 
Jenness,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Jewett,  Mrs.  Hannah  A.  C. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Martha  M. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 

Johnson,  Miss  Georgie  H. 

Jones,  Mrs.  S.  W. 

Jones,  Mrs.  Charles 

Jones,  Miss  Mary 

Kimball,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 

Kimball,  Miss  Sara 

Kneeland,  Mrs-  Josie  S. 

Knight,  Mrs.  George  Willard 

Ladd,  Mrs.  George  P. 

Lamson,  Mrs.  Martha  B. 

Lamson,  Mrs.  Mary  S. 

Lane,  Mrs.  Mary  H. 

Lanman,  Mrs.  Joseph 

Leland,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 

Lincoln,  Marion  W. 

Lincoln,  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Lord,  Mrs.  Henry  R. 

Lovering,  Ella  J. 

Loud,  Miss  Mary  E. 

Lyman,  Mrs.  William 

Lyman,  Mrs.  William  E. 

Mattoon,  Mrs.  Martha  L. 

Marsh,  Mrs.  Samuel  C. 

Mathews,  Mrs.  Anna  E. 
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Mead,  Mrs.  Jabez 
Mead,  Miss  Amelia 
Metcalf,  Mrs.  Stephen  J. 
Munger,  Mrs.  Sarah  S. 
Nixon,  Miss  Sarah 
Paddock,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Partridge,  Miss  Lucy  F. 
Patridge,  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Perry,  Mrs.  Alvan 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Phehe  F.  M. 
Pomeroy,  Mrs.  L.  A.  T. 
Preckle,  Mrs.  Emily  A. 
Prescott,  Mrs.  Alice  E. 
Preston,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Putman,  Miss  Harriet 
Rawson,  Miss  J.  Allena 
Reid,  Miss  Mary  H. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Richardson,  Miss  Martha  J. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Ira  B. 
Ripley,  Mrs.  George 
Robinson,  Miss  Rachel  B. 
Rockwood,  Miss  Josephine  E. 
Root,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Rounds,  Mrs.  Louise  W. 
Rugg,  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Russell,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Scudder,  Miss  Ethel 
Scudder,  Miss  Sylvia 
Seldon,  Mrs.  Edward 
Shipman,  Mrs.  Rev.  Samuel  B. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Silas  G. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Edwin 
Smith,  Miss  Anna  M. 
Stark,  Miss  Alice 
Starr,  Mrs.  John  B. 
Stevens,  Miss  S.  A. 
Stevens,  Mrs.  Edward 
Stevens,  Mrs.  George 
Stickney,  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Stone,  Miss  Elizabeth  E. 
Sumner,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Tatlock,  Mrs.  John 


Tead,  Miss  Helen  M. 
Thomas,  Miss  Hannah 
Thompson,  Miss  Martha  A. 
Tolman,  Miss  Ann 
Tolman,  Miss  Lizzie 
Tozer,  Miss  Lucy  D. 
Trask,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Trask,  Mrs.  Lavinia 
Trumbull,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Tuck,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Tufts,  Mrs.  Charles 
Tuttle,  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Varoey,  Miss  Judith 
Wade,  Miss  Lydia 
Walker,  Mrs.  William  M. 
Ward,  Miss  Nellie  Spalding 
Ward,  Miss  Mary  Isabelle 
Warfield,  Miss  Mary  J. 
Warren,  Mrs.  Jane  S. 
Webb,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Webster,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  Theresa  S. 
Wheeler,  Miss  Emily  C. 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  William  W. 
White,  Miss  Augusta 
Whiton,  Miss  Lila  S. 
Whitney,  Miss  M.  D. 
Whittemore,  Mrs.  Martha  S. 
Whittemore,  Mrs.  Astossa  F. 
Whittemore,  Mrs.  Maria  F. 
Whittemore,  Mrs.  Sarah  R. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  S.  R. 
Wild,  Miss  L.  A. 
Wilder,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Wilder,  Miss  Emma  S. 
Williams,  Mrs.  John  S. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  G.  C. 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Harriet  W. 
Winter,  Mrs.  Dorinda  D. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Frank 
Wood,  Mrs.  Janette  B. 
Woodbury,  Mrs.  Henrietta 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


WOMAN'S  BOAKD  OE  MISSIONS. 


PRESENTED  AT 


<fte  Annual  liMmjj, 


IN  PARK-STREET   CHURCH,  BOSTON, 


JANUARY  16,  1877. 


BOSTON: 
PRESS  OF  RAND,  AVERY,  AND  COMPANY. 

1877. 


ionxKun  §aaxir  of  llttssbtts 


Wa8  incorporated  bjr  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1869. 

The  Society  is  located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  acts  in  connection  with  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 


OFFICEBS. 

President. 

MRS.  albert  bowker. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Mrs.  R.  ANDERSON,  Boston. 
S.  B.  TREAT,  Boston. 
N.  G.  CLARK,  Boston. 
CHARLES  STODDARD,  Boston. 
HARRIET  P.  WILLIAMS,  Norwich, 

Conn. 
WILLIAM  H.  FENN,  Portland,  Me. 
RICHARD  BORDEN,  Fall  River,  Ms. 
GYLES  MERRILL,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
WILLIAM    THOMPSON,  Hartford, 

Conn. 
C.  P.  BUSH,  New-York  City. 
BURDETT  HART,  Fair  Haven,  Conn. 


EDWARD  ROBIE,  Greenland,  N.H. 

A.  G.  LOCKWOOD,  Providence,  R.I. 

RAY  PALMER,  Newark,  N.J. 

E.  H.  LAY,  Montreal,  Can. 

JOSIAH  HOOKER,  Springfield,  Ms. 

J.  BUTLER,  Fairport,  N.Y. 

HORACE  FAIRBANKS,  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Vt. 

J.  N.  HARRIS,  New  London,  Conn. 

A.  G.  LOOMIS,  Greenfield,  Mass. 

W.  H.  STODDARD,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

0.  MASON,  Winchendon,  Mass. 


Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  ELLEN  CARRUTH,  Boston.  Miss  HELEN  LAMSON,  Boston. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Miss  J.  A.  COPP,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Home  Secretary. 

Miss  ABBIE  B.  CHILD,  Boston. 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES.* 

Assistant  Treasurer. 

Miss  EMMA  CARRUTH.* 

Auditor. 

JOSHUA  W.  DAVIS,  Esq.,  Boston. 


Directors. 


Mrs.  MIRON  WINSLOW. 

"       M.  H.  SIMPSON. 

"       HENRY   F.  DURANT. 

"      WILLIAM  S.  HOUGHTON. 
Miss   CARRIE  BORDEN. 

"      HETTY  S.  B.  WALLEY. 
Mrs.  JOHN  F.  COLBY. 
*  "       S.  BRAINARD   PRATT. 


Mrs.  A.  B.  HALL. 

"  JEROME  W.  TYLER. 

"  RICHARD   H.  STEARNS. 

"  J.  S.  AMBROSE. 

"  LEMUEL  GULLIVER. 

"  HELEN   C.  KNIGHT. 

"  A.  C.  THOMPSON, 

"  ELLEN  F.  JONES. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  the  sum  of 

to  be  applied  to  the  Mission  purposes  set  forth  in  its  Act 

of  Incorporation,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1869. 

*  Address  No.  1,  Congregational  House,  Beacon  Street,  Boston. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET. 


The  year  just  closed,  which  has  been  so  rich  in  Centennial 
memorials,  has  had  another  and  a  different  interest  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  ;  and,  if  the  histories  which 
we  gather  up  to-day  cover  but  a  fragment  of  the  past,  we  have  the 
inspiring  conviction  that  their  influence  shall  reach  forward  beyond 
a  hundred  or  ten  hundred  years,  —  yes,  even  to  eternity  itself. 
The  reviews  of  personal  as  well  as  national  history,  which  have 
been  so  natural  and  so  proper  during  the  months  that  are  gone, 
have  brought  us,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  to  a  fuller  appreciation  of  our 
ability  and  our  obligations  ;  and  as  we  enter  the  tenth  year  of  our 
organization,  fresh  from  the  retrospect  of  our  manifold  blessings, 
will  not  our  grateful  hearts  record  the  vow,  that,  to  an  extent 
heretofore  unknown,  we  will  "  freely  give  "  of  that  which  we  have 
"  freely  received  "  ? 

Since  our  last  meeting,  indeed  within  a  few  days,  a  valued  and 
honored  director  has  been  removed  from  our  Board.  One  of  its 
earliest  associate  members,  Mrs.  Charles  Scudder  was  its  steadfast 
friend.  Taking  a  lively  interest  in  its  operations,  she  was  liberal, 
faithful,  and  energetic  in  promoting  them.  Rarely  absent  from  its 
meetings,  until  laid  aside  by  the  sickness  which  resulted  in  her 
death,  she  has  left  a  bright  example  of  "patient  continuance  in 
well-doing,"  and  has  become  the  inheritor  of  the  promised  reward. 

A  few  months  earlier,  Mrs.  Charles  Washburn  of  Worcester 
was  removed  from  her  large  sphere  of  usefulness,  not  only  in  this, 
but  in  every  branch  of  Christian  benevolence  and  labor.  Enlist- 
ing with  characteristic  readiness  in  the  service  of  the  Woman's 
Board  from  the  beginning,  she  brought  to  its  support  her  native 
executive  talent,  and  the  practical  wisdom  supplied  by  long  experi- 
ence.    Those  who  came  within  her  more  immediate  influence  felt 


the  inspiration  of  her  consecrated  spirit ;  and  "  her  wise  counsels 
and  able  leadership  "  contributed  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
Worcester  County  Branch,  of  which  she  was  the  president. 

In  this  connection,  Ave  are  reminded  that  one  of  our  beloved  mis- 
sionaries, who  bat  recently  proved  anew  her  love  to  Christ  by 
taking  up  the  heavier  cross  of  leaving  children  for  his  sake  and 
the  gospel's,  has  been  called  to  surrender  the  only  companion  of 
her  labors  and  of  her  home.  On  the  night  of  Oct.  6,  "without 
a  child,  without  even  a  lady  friend,"  Mrs.  William  B.  Capron 
followed  the  remains  of  her  husband  to  the  grave.  While  we 
draw  a  veil  over  the  grief  we  cannot  measure,  we  rejoice  to  make 
it  known  that  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  his  promise  has  not  failed, 
and,  although  she  has  been  called  to  pass  through  the  floods  of 
deepest  sorrow,  they  have  not  overflowed.  Above  their  angry 
waves  we  hear  her  bravely  exclaim,  "  My  heart  was  never  more 
eager  for  a  share  in  India's  redemption  than  now  ;  and  I  seem  to 
see  it  to  be  the  will  of  God  that  I  should  stay  on." 

HOME   DEPARTMENT. 

We  make  grateful  acknowledgment,  that,  in  the  home  depart- 
ment of  our  work,  there  has  been  a  degree  of  expansion,  which, 
in  view  of  the  pressure  of  the  times,  is  most  encouraging.  From 
branches,  conference  associations,  and  auxiliaries,  we  have  the 
report  of  increased  numbers  and  deepened  interest,  and,  in  many 
of  them,  augmented  receipts.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  these 
offerings,  whether  larger  or  smaller,  partake  more  nearly  than 
ever  before  of  the  nature  of  self-denial.  Could  the  history  of 
some  of  the  dollars  passing  through  our  treasury  be  written,  they 
would  be  found  to  possess  a  value  far  exceeding  the  stamp  of  the 
mint,  recoined,  as  they  have  been,  under  the  pressure  of  toil  and 
deprivation  gladly  endured  from  love  to  Christ.  If  the  involun- 
tary lessons  of  frugality  which  many  have  been  forced  to  learn 
during  these  two  disastrous  years  shall  teach  the  "  more  excellent 
way  "  of  reducing  personal  expenditures  for  the  Lord's  sake,  the 
lesson  will  not  have  been  too  dearly  bought ;  nor  let  it  be  doubted 
that  the  narrow  door  of  self-sacrifice  by  which  our  gifts  go  out 
shall  be  found  wide  enough  to  admit  the  return  of  all  manner  of 
spiritual  rewards.  Indeed,  these  are  always  manifest.  It  were 
easier  to  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  the  Pleiades,  and  prevent 


the  rains  of  heaven  in  the  thirsty  springtime  of  the  earth,  than 
to  annul  the  gracious  promise,  "  He  that  watereth  shall  be 
watered  also  himself."  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  we  hear 
of  several  mission-circles,  all  of  whose  youthful  members  have 
become  members  of  the  body  of  Christ.  The  reply  of  a  little  girl 
in  answer  to  the  question  as  to  what  first  interested  her  —  "  Oh  !  we 
having  been  working  for  the  dear  Saviour  two  years,  and  could 
not  help  learning  to  love  him  "  —  shows  that  the  Master  affixes  his 
seal  to  those  who  enter  his  service,  and  that  "  not  one  of  them  is 
forgotten  before  God."  Many  others  of  tender  years  have  learned, 
like  these,  to  love  as  they  have  wrought,  knowing  not  their  own 
progress  in  the  heavenly  way,  as  they  do  who  take  knowledge  of 
them  ;  but  "  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

The  concurrent  testimony  of  our  home-workers  proves  the  truth 
of  the  promise,  "  Give,  and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you."  The  ex- 
tended Christian  fellowship  to  which  it  gives  rise,  the  courage 
inspired  by  associated  effort,  the  opportunities  of  "  provoking  one 
another  to  love  and  good  works,"  the  religious  thrift  which  it 
fosters,  could  not  now  be  relinquished  without  conscious  loss.  A 
recent  branch  meeting  is  thus  mentioned,  "  A  large  company, 
who  three  years  ago  were  strangers  to  each  other,  met  as  friends 
and  fellow  workers  to  express  their  common  interest  in  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom.  The  plea  of  heathen  women,  '  Give  us  light,' 
is  moving  them  as  they  were  never  moved  before."  Another 
branch  is  said  to  have  made  a  powerful  impression,  even  beyond 
its  territorial  limits,  and  has  been  alike  instrumental  in  extending 
missionary  interest,  and  promoting  active,  self-denying  piety  in 
the  churches.  A  large  branch,  which  now  numbers  more  than 
one  hundred  auxiliaries,  grew  out  of  the  persevering  efforts  of  two 
women  for  two  years.  To  say  nothing  of  their  liberal  benefactions, 
the  amount  of  moral  and  intellectual  force  bent  to  their  work 
gives  promise  of  an  ever  widening  circle  of  influence  and  efficiency. 
An  interesting  feature  of  the  annual  meeting  of  another  branch  — 
at  which  every  auxiliary,  with  one  exception,  was  represented  by 
delegates  —  was  the  prominence  given  to  mission-circles.  The 
officers  of  these  circles,  including  one  of  boys,  presented  their  own 
reports  with  a  degree  of  self-possession  and  dignity  quite  notice- 
able ;  the  reports  themselves  indicating  judicious  management  and 
persistent  endeavor,  suggestive  of  the  question,  if  a  better  training 
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school  for  the  active  duties  of  life  could  be  desired  by  parents 
than  these  youthful  auxiliaries,  where  earnest  effort  is  put  forth 
and  sustained  under  the  stimulus  of  the  noblest  motives. 

Our  branches  are  now  thirteen  in  number;  two  in  Franklin 
and  Hampshire  Counties  having  been  organized  during  the  year. 
Our  seven  conference  associations  are  prosecuting  their  work  with 
commendable  vigor ;  and  all  of  them  report  substantial  progress 
during  the  year.  To  the  one  thousand  auxiliaries,  variously 
connected,  which  are  the  foundation  of  our  strength,  we  make 
thankful  acknowledgment ;  and  we  rejoice,  too,  in  the  belief  that, 
by  this  and  kindred  processes,  the  "  daughters  "  who  compose 
them  "  shall  become  polished  stones,  polished  after  the  similitude 
of  a  palace." 

FOREIGN   WORK. 

The  whole  number  of  missionaries  supported  by  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  is  sixty.  Under  their  superintendence  are  fifty- 
one  Bible-women,  who  render  valuable  assistance.  Frequently 
having  access  to  the  houses  of  the  better  classes,  "  the  intelligence, 
tact,  and  good  breeding  which  many  of  them  possess,  to  say  nothing 
of  other  qualifications,  fit  them  eminently  for  their  delicate  and 
difficult  work."  But  two  new  missionaries  have  been  sent  out 
during  the  last  year, —  Miss  Etta  Chandler,  who  returns  with  her 
parents  to  the  Madura  Mission,  and  Miss  Emma  K.  Ogden,  M.D., 
who  goes  to  the  same  mission,  to  engage  in  medical  work  among 
women.  Miss  Mary  E.  Andrews  has  returned  with  restored  health 
to  her  labors  in  North  China;  and  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Edwards,  at 
Inanda,  South  Africa,  is  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  teaching, 
resumed  last  October.  The  return  of  missionaries  to  their  fields  is 
usually  hailed  with  joy  by  the  grateful  natives ;  and  the  alacrity  with 
which  they  go  back  to  their  self-denying  labors  is  not  more  marked 
than  the  eagerness  with  which  they  are  received.  Mrs.  Edwards 
was  greeted  on  her  arrival  by  former  pupils  and  others,  who  were 
so  overcome  by  their  emotions,  that  "  they  sat  down,"  as  she  says, 
"  on  the  floor,  and  wept  as  if  they  had  been  at  a  funeral." 

In  nearly  every  field,  our  missionaries  find  their  work  steadily 
enlarging ;  and  urgent  calls  for  helpers  are  frequently  reiterated. 
A  more  general  desire  among  women  for  religious  instruction  is 
noticeable  in  many  places ;  and  their  frequent  pleadings,  "  Oh,  tell 
us  more  !  "have  in  them  something  very  pitiful,  when  we  remember 


that  the  knowledge  they  crave  furnishes  their  only  ray  of  light 
upon  the  darkness  of  the  future,  or  of  hope  upon  the  misery  of  the 
present. 

OPENINGS. 

Mrs.  Winsor  of  the  Mahratta  Mission  thus  writes,  "  The  awaken- 
ing interest  in  this  field  is  wonderful.  There  has  not  been  a  day 
of  late,  but  I  have  had  an  invitation  to  go  somewhere,  and  speak 
about  Christ.  And  now  on  this  tour,  the  people  beg  to  hear  more. 
The  Bible-women  go  about  with  me.  We  were  called  for  the  third 
time  to  a  village  near  our  camping-place.  A  Brahmin  gave  us 
a  rug  for  a  seat,  and  then  himself  called  the  women  together,  beg- 
ging us  to  sit  near,  so  that  his  wife  could  hear.  There  we  sat  for 
three  hours,  and  then  they  were  not  satisfied,  but  begged  for  more.' ' 
In  Madura,  India,  "  Admission  has  been  gained  to  several  new 
branches  of  caste,  always  a  very  significant  matter,  as  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  the  first  woman  of  a  caste  or  family  to  break  through 
surrounding  prejudices,  and  attempt  to  learn ;  but  her  example  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  followed,  sooner  or  later,  by  other  members  of  the 
family." 

In  Cassarea,  "  no  other  year  has  witnessed  such  progress  in 
woman's  work  as  the  last.  Mrs.  Giles  has  visited  every  out-station 
but  one  ;  and  the  work  she  found  ready  to  her  hand  was  encour- 
aging. Even  in  Austria,  where  the  most  rigid  restrictions  are 
now  placed  upon  the  propagators  of  evangelical  religion,  the  work, 
commenced  more  auspiciously,  has  by  no  means  stopped.  Mrs. 
Schauffler  writes  from  Briinn,  "  Notwithstanding  that  plotting 
priests,  worldly  Protestants,  and  threatening  police,  have  closed 
every  available  door  against  us,  perhaps  never  in  our  lives,  not 
even  when  crowds  flocked  to  our  meetings,  and  hundreds  of  books 
were  distributed,  have  we  had  such  real  cause  for  encouragement, 
such  true,  heartfelt  joy  in  our  work,  as  now.  Individual  souls  for 
whom  we  have  hoped  and  prayed,  persons  high  in  influence, 
otherwise  hard  to  reach,  and  impossible  of  ourselves  to  move, 
sent  to  us,  to  our  very  door,  into  our  home,  there  to  learn  lessons 
not  taught  by  public  preaching.  It  is  wonderful  how  much  the 
Lord  has  cheered  and  rejoiced  us  this  past  year;  and  I  want  our 
friends  at  home,  as  they  pray  for  strength  and  courage  for  us,  to 
give  thanks  for  help  and  encouragement  received." 
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INCIDENTAL   ENCOURAGEMENTS. 

We  quote  one  of  several  instances  given  by  Mrs.  Schauffler, 
which  shows  how  the  hidden  leaven  is  working.  "  To  a  little 
village  not  far  from  Briinn,  about  three  months  ago  went  a  dear 
young  lady  who  had  returned  from  Kaiserwerth  with  her  heart  on 
fire  to  do  something  for  her  own  people.  We  hired  a  little  room ; 
and,  though  the  people  scorned  the  idea  of  a  woman's  helping 
them,  she  quietly  began  to  go  around  among  them  with  her  Bible, 
till  now,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  she  has  a  crowded  sabbath 
school,  at  which  all  the  parents  appear ;  a  Bible-class  in  the  week, 
of  twenty  members ;  and  different  meetings  and  lessons,  in  which 
the  greatest  interest  is  taken." 

Miss  Sisson  of  the  Madura  Mission  tells  us  of  a  "  dear  bright 
pupil,"  to  whom  she  had  "  often  spoken  of  the  inward  work  of 
grace  wrought  by  Jesus  in  the  heart,  and  the  peace  which  he 
gives  in  communion  with  himself,"  who  said  to  her  one  day, 
"  '  Ammal,  I  always  pray  only  to  Jesus  now ;  but  I  do  not  find  any 
thing  coming  into  my  mind.  What  shall  I  do  ?  '  Her  eager, 
anxious  look,"  says  Miss  Sisson, "  moved  my  soul  to  its  depths,  as 
I  thought,  '  Is  it  possible  God  is  working  in  this  dear  girl,  and  that 
she  is  really  concerned  for  her  salvation  ? '  I  said  to  her,  '  I  do  not 
understand  you.  Is  the  question  you  ask,  "  What  shall  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?  "  • —  '  Yes,'  she  said,  '  I  believe  now  that  Jesus  is  the  only 
Saviour,  and  I  want  the  new  heart  that  he  gives  ;  but  what  shall  I 
do?  ' "  Reading  the  account  of  the  jailer  at  Philippi,  Miss  Sisson, 
or  rather  the  Holy  Spirit,  taught  the  inquiring  child  the  way  of 
life,  and  she  left  her  "  wearing  a  bright  face,  and  apparently  filled 
with  peace  in  believing." 

Miss  Stevens  of  Japan,  having  as  yet  imperfect  knowledge  of 
the  language,  attempted  to  converse  with  her  teacher  upon  the 
subject  of  personal  religion.  She  says,  "  Yesterday,  after  long 
deliberation,  I  thought  I  had  hit  upon  a  question,  or  rather  a  way 
of  asking  it,  which  would  open  the  subject :  so  I  made  the  venture, 
and  was  well  repaid.  He  said  to  me  that  there  were  many  diffi- 
cult things  to  understand  ;  for  instance,  if  God  is  a  good  Being, 
and  made  all  things,  why  did  he  make  the  Devil  ?  and  why  was 
wickedness  allowed  ?  with  other  questions  of  like  import.  I  asked 
him  if  he  thought  it  necessary  to  understand  that.  He  answered 
very  earnestly,  '  Oh,  no  !  I  don't  believe  anybody  understands  it ; 
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and  it  seems  to  me,  that,  although  there  is  very  much  written  in 
the  Bible,  it  is  only  necessary  to  understand  the  sum  of  it  all,  and 
our  duty  is  to  give  ourselves  to  God,  not  minding  the  things  we 
cannot  understand.  It  does  not  matter  about  the  Devil  and  those 
things.' "  He  expressed  the  hope  that  he  had  given  himself  to  God, 
but  was  troubled  with  some  misapprehension  of  duty  which  Miss 
Stevens  was  able  to  remove.  Thanking  her  for  the  conversation, 
he  asked  if  he  might  occasionally  inquire  about  things  he  did  not 
understand,  and  said,  if  she  would  explain  to  him  a  little  at  a 
time,  he  would  very  much  rejoice.  He  added,  that  he  had 
tried  various  religions ;  but  none  went  to  the  heart  like  Christ's 
religion. 

EDUCATION. 

Female  education  has  made  remarkable  progress  during  the 
year,  in  almost  every  direction.  In  schools  the  standard  of  schol- 
arship has  been  quite  generally  raised ;  and,  while  there  is  in- 
creased appreciation  of  the  privilege  among  women,  the  men  are 
becoming  more  and  more  desirous  that  their  wives  and  daughters 
shall  be  educated.  As  a  means  of  access  to  families,  they  are 
invaluable ;  and  very  many  of  their  graduates  go  out  from  them  to 
engage  in  educational  and  Christian  work.  Older  pupils  fre- 
quently spend  vacations  in  this  manner  ;  and  their  "  two  "  or  "  five 
talents  "  are  thus  multiplied  by  diligent  use  into  as  many  more. 
The  schools  are  reported  as  unusually  prosperous.  Evidence  of 
this  is  found  in  the  frequent  application  from  one  and  another 
of  them  for  enlarged  accommodation.  Appropriations  have  been 
made  for  this  purpose  at  Inanda,  Marsovan,  Bardesag,  Aintab,  and 
Harpoot.  In  Madura  (South  India),  there  have  been  added  four 
boarding,  and  twelve  day  schools ;  and  in  Ceylon,  of  all  schools 
of  the  same  grade,  those  connected  with  the  mission  have  received 
the  highest  percentage  of  government  aid.  Revivals  have  been 
very  prevalent ;  and  more  than  one  instance  is  reported  where  the 
teachers  have  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  every  one  of  their  pupils 
brought  under  the  instruction  of  the  great  Teacher.  Miss  Town- 
shend,  writing  from  Ceylon,  says,  "  I  thought  I  knew  something  of 
the  joy  of  angels  when  I  was  privileged  to  hear  each  one  of  those 
who  had  not  professed  Christ  express  an  intelligent  determination 
to  serve  the  Saviour  who  had  done  so  much  for  them.1'     Under 
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another  date,  we  hear  that  the  pupils  in  her  school  "  have  mani- 
fested an  extraordinary  interest  in  their  studies.  Never  before 
have  they  had  such  a  year  as  the  last :  the  girls  were  never  so 
studious,  never  so  faithful  in  the  performance  of  domestic  duty, 
never  such  a  spirit  of  union  and  peace  and  mutual  kindness,  and 
never  such  an  all-pervading  interest  in  religious  matters."  Miss 
Agnew,  principal  of  the  boarding-school  at  Uduville,  acknowl- 
edges temporal  and  spiritual  mercies,  thirteen  of  the  pupils  having 
united  with  the  church  during  the  year. 

At  Bitlis  the  week  of  prayer  found  the  pupils  of  the  school  in 
charge  of  the  Misses  Ely  in  an  unusually  thoughtful  state.  The 
meetings  of  the  week  were  largely  attended,  and  from  the  first  it 
was  evident  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  their  midst ;  and,  long 
after,  Miss  Ely  expresses  herself  as  being  "  burdened  with  joy  on 
account  of  the  continuance  and  increase  of  the  precious  revival." 

HOMES. 

Within  the  year  our  beautiful  building  at  Constantinople  has 
received  the  interior  furnishing  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  has 
become  the  "home"  of  earnest,  faithful  teachers,  and  of  intelligent 
and  attentive  scholars.  We  hear  from  Mrs.  Williams,  the  princi- 
pal, that  "  the  new  year  opened  with  brighter  prospects  than  we 
had  dared  to  think  of.  WTe  have  had  fifty  scholars,  with  no  idle 
hands  or  brains  on  the  part  of  teachers."  Miss  Parsons  writes 
respecting  it,  "  If  God  please,  the  day  will  come  here  when  this 
beautiful  Home  shall  be  the  gracious  instrumentality  of  a  great 
work  in  the  capital,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  in  the  name 
of  Christ.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the  political  changes,  of 
which  the  air  is  full,  are  a  part  of  the  methods  by  which  some  of 
the  shackles  are  to  be  rent  away,  and  some  imprisoned  souls  set 
free.  Who  knows  but  one  outcome  of  it  will  be  to  send  us  Turk- 
ish girls  ?  But  this  is  for  the  eye  of  faith  :  the  natural  eye  sees  a 
long  working-up  to  be  done ;  but  how  well  we  can  afford  to  do  it ! 
I  feel,  as  I  stammer  through  my  BiV.e  teaching,  as  ignorant  and 
helpless  as  the  weakest  thing  that  lives ;  but  if  the  illuminating 
Spiiit  of  God  would  but  come  and  teach  them,  how  fast  they 
would  learn ! " 
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KIOTO. 

Invitation  was  given  early  in  the  year,  through  the  pages  of 
"Life  and  Light,"  for  an  extra  offering,  which  should  be  at  once 
the  memorial  of  our  own  Centennial,  and  the  harbinger  to  some 
less  favored  people  of  the  educational  and  religious  culture  which 
we  so  richly  enjoy.  The  great  interest  attached  to  the  mission  in 
Japan,  and  the  unusual  encouragements  to  labor  connected  with 
that  field,  led  to  the  proposition  of  establishing  a  Home  for  a  girls' 
boarding-school,  which  it  was  hoped  might  be  allowed  in  Kioto, 
a  large  and  important  city,  long  regarded  as  the  spiritual  centre 
of  the  empire.  The  Home  has  not  yet  been  built,  nor  the  money 
all  raised ;  but  the  school,  owing  to  providential  circumstances, 
has  already  commenced  ;  and  twelve 1  girls,  half  of  them  day 
scholars,  are  attending  to  regular  school-exercises.  The  manner 
in  which  the  boarding-scholars  have  been  brought  in,  like  much 
of  the  work  in  Japan,  is  somewhat  remarkable.  "  They  were," 
says  Mr.  Davis,  "  sent  by  the  hand  of  God  ;  and  we  could  not 
refuse  to  take  them,  though  we  have  no  appropriation  for  their 
support,  and  know  not  where  it  is  to  come  from.  Two  men," 
continues  Mr.  Davis,  "  died  last  year,  who  had  become  interested 
in  the  truth,  —  died  asking  that  their  children  might  be  brought  up 
Christians.  In  each  family  was  a  daughter,  —  one  seven,  and  one 
eleven  years  old.  Both  were  very  poor  ;  and  their  mothers  came 
to  us  to  know  if  we  could  not  take  their  children  and  support 
them,  the  mothers  furnishing  their  clothes,  and  we  their  food  and 
teaching.  Another  was  received  at  the  request  of  a  young  man 
belonging  to  the  training  school  in  Kioto,  who  came  to  us,  saying 
that  his  father  was  a  drunkard,  and  had  put  away  his  wife  ;  but 
his  sister,  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  with  her  father  in  very  un- 
toward circumstances,  and  that  the  mother,  who  is  now  teaching 
in  Yeddo,  six  hundred  miles  distant,  would  support  her  in  whole 
or  in  part,  if  she  could  come  to  us."  Two  others  were  sisters  of  a 
boy  of  fourteen  years,  also  a  member  of  the  training  school,  re- 
markable for  his  piety  and  talents,  and  who,  at  his  early  age  was 
the  only  dependence  of  his  mother  and  seven  sisters.  The  family 
were  wretchedly  poor,  having  been  cruelly  treated,  and  afterwards 
deserted,  by  a  drunken  father.     ik  This  boy,  at  the  age  of  twelve 

1  The  number  has  since  increased. 
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years,  was  the  first  to  accept  the  Saviour  in  simple  faith,  after  a 
year  of  study  and  perplexing  doubt  and  unbelief,  who,  after  testi- 
fying for  Jesus  by  several  months'  imprisonment,  is  now  consecrat- 
ing every  power  to  promote  his  kiDgdom,  and  furnishes  a  bright 
example  of  what  this  people  are  able  to  do  and  bear."  The  sixth 
comes  from  a  family  a  few  miles  distant,  reduced  to  great  distress 
by  the  drought,  and  scarcity  of  work.  Their  house  would  be 
taken  from  them  in  a  few  days,  unless  eleven  dollars  could  be 
raised  ;  and,  as  the  winter  was  coming  on,  they  had  decided  to 
sell  their  oldest  daughter,  of  seventeen  years,  for  eleven  dollars, 
to  keep  the  house  over  their  heads.  "  In  Jesus'  name,"  said  the 
missionary,  "  it  shall  not  be.  No  girl  shall  be  sold  to  sin  and 
shame  while  Christian  hearts  beat  both  sides  of  the  ocean.  But 
ten  days  and  eleven  dollars  stand  between  this  young  woman 
and  heaven  —  or  everlasting  ruin.  Could  I  do  less  than  pledge  her 
redemption  ?  How  they  will  be  provided  for  I  know  not,  but 
have  faith  to  believe  that  He  who  brings  them  to  us  will  provide 
helping  hearts  and  hands."  "If  the  Home  were  built,"  says  Mr. 
Davis,  "  we  should  fill  it  in  a  few  days.  When  we  were  seeing  our 
darkest  days,  during  the  first  four  months  of  this  year,  and  hope 
and  fear  alternated,  God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  the  women  of 
New  England  to  raise  money  for  that  which  was  to  be  the  greatest 
possible  want  here.  Our  faith  would  then  have  faltered ;  but  we 
praise  God  that  he  said  to  you,  Go  forward."  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  girls  are  "  winsome  in  their  behavior,  and  are  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  learn." 

The  soul  sickens  over  the  appalling  description  lately  given  by 
a  missionary  of  heathenism  as  she  finds  it,  where  the  spiritual 
blindness  of  the  people  is  equalled  only  by  their  moral  degrada- 
tion, where  heathenish  practices,  continued  through  generation 
after  generation,  have  blasted  alike  the  body  and  mind,  and  cor- 
rupted the  affections,  where  the  present  life  is  one  of  helpless 
misery,  and  the  future  an  "  endless  dark." 

But  "  every  thing  shall  live  where  the  River  cometh."  Be  it  ours 
to  aid  in  preparing  channels  through  which  the  river  of  God 
may  flow  on. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Copp,  Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  EXCHANGE. 

[Abridged.] 

.  .  .  One  year  ago  the  Bureau  of  Exchange  was  instituted  by 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  to  redeem  its  pledges  made  for 
the  encouragement  of  tributary  societies,  and  to  supply  the  aids 
and  appliances  demanded  by  the  healthful  growth  of  its  organi- 
zation. That  which  was  then  by  some  deemed  an  experiment, 
has  now  been  proved,  we  think,  a  necessity. 

The  rooting  of  our  work  must  be  followed  by  painstaking  and 
patient  nurture,  if  we  would  see  it  bring  forth  abundant  fruit. 
"  Well  begun  is  half  done  "  is  a  proverb  only  partially  true  of 
work  which  we  can  measure  and  span  with  our  finite  grasp  :  how 
untrue  must  it  be  of  that  which  reaches  round  the  globe,  and 
beyond  the  stars,  in  its  relation  to  immortal  destinies,  and  which 
has  been  divinely  ordered  to  depend  on  the  co-operation  of  thou- 
sands of  Christian  hearts  and  heads  and  hands  for  its  success ! 

Too  often  in  the  past  has  missionary  work  been  fitful  and  spas- 
modic for  want  of  proper  fostering  care.  All  thrifty  growths  must 
have  constant  supplies  of  nourishment  in  order  to  maintain  their 
vigor,  and  reach  their  full  development.  Our  woman's  missionary 
work  is  no  exception  to  this  rule.  In  due  dependence  on  Him 
who  has  promised  to  bless  and  multiply  the  loaf  which  he  com- 
mands us  to  distribute,  we  seek  in  various  ways  to  meet  this  need. 

One  of  these  ways  is  by  the  publication  of  our  magazine  ;  which 
aims  to  be  a  messenger  full  laden  with  tidings  from  the  workers  at 
home  and  abroad  to  stimulate  and  encourage  by  its  frequent  visits 
tens  of  thousands  of  hearts  in  its  world-wide  constituency. 

But  any  published  message  is  inadequate  to  all  the  demands  of 
the  work.  Much  must  be  done  which  cannot  be  put  into  print. 
Letters  which  reveal  the  deepest  heart-life  of  our  missionaries, 
those  which  recount  their  greatest  trials,  and  sometimes  their  great- 
est encouragements,  which  call  by  name  their  converts  and  their 
pupils,  and  spread  each  case  before  us  in  the  particulars  we  are  so 
glad  to  know,  are  not  for  all  the  world  to  see.  The  modesty  of  our 
representatives  in  the  field  often  shrinks  from  publicity  for  much 
of  their  best  work;  and  it  is  manifestly  unfitting,  and  even  perni- 
cious in  its  tendencies,  for  converts  from  heathenism,  weak,  and 
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undeveloped  in  Christian  graces,  to  see  their  own  cases  in  print. 
The  harm  in  many  ways  would  be  incalculable,  and  might  inter- 
pose great  barriers  to  our  work.  The  missionary  periodicals  go  to 
every  mission-station ;  and  there  is,  perhaps,  no  place  where  there 
is  not  at  least  one  who  can  read  English,  and  rehearse  what  he 
reads  to  his  curious  companions. 

We  can  manifestly  have  much  from  the  field  for  private  circula- 
tion, that  we  could  not  get  for  print,  —  much  that  will  greatly 
increase  interest  in  our  work,  if  brought,  under  proper  limitations, 
to  the  knowledge  of  our  constituents. 

This  we  seek  to  do  through  the  Bureau,  in  which  all  letters  are 
placed,  except  those  printed  in  "  Life  and  Light."  These  we  stand 
ready  to  send  out,  as  application  is  made  by  branches  or  auxil- 
iaries. 

Original  papers,  also,  such  as  are  prepared  for  missionary  meet- 
ings, discussions  of  vital  questions,  essays,  poems,  biographical  and 
historical  sketches,  are  often  written  and  used  in  some  local 
society,  and  then  laid  away  in  the  portfolio  of  the  writer,  no  more 
to  see  the  light.  It  is  hoped  that  all  such  will  be  sent  to  the 
Bureau  for  a  wider  circulation. 

We  have  sent  forth  letters  or  papers,  in  response  to  many  re- 
quests, every  week  during  the  year.  To  lessen  the  labor  of 
correspondence  with  each  one  of  our  nearly  twelve  hundred 
organizations,  we  desire  the  Secretary  of  each  branch  to  be  the 
distributing  medium  for  her  field,  as  far  as  practicable.  Where  a 
special  need  exists,  which  can  be  better  supplied  directly  from  the 
Bureau,  this  will,  of  course,  cheerfully  be  done.  The  Secretary 
will  also  hold  herself  in  readiness  to  respond  to  requests  to  be 
present  in  person  on  special  occasions.  To  meet  the  dear  sisters  of 
the  branches  on  these  annual  occasions  in  their  own  towns ;  to 
look  in  their  faces,  to  grasp  their  hands,  and  to  catch  the  sympa- 
thetic thrill  of  their  spirits ;  to  be  able  to  look  at  the  work  from 
their  standpoint ;  to  see  and  feel  their  especial  encouragements 
and  discouragements,  their  joys  and  sorrows;  to  know  their  partic- 
ular obstacles,  and  the  prayers  and  the  faith  which  are  bringing 
them  nearer  to  the  "  victory  of  him  that  overcometh,"  —  this  is 
privilege  indeed. 

A  specified  number  of  papers  for  general  circulation  through  the 
Bureau  was  promised  by  each  branch ;  and  these,  together  with 
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those  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and  other  friends  of  the  cause, 
are  expected  to  form  a  repository  of  thought  on  the  most  impor- 
tant aspects  of  our  work,  from  which  each  branch  may  draw, 
according  to  its  need. 

Thus  we  see  the  great  and  manifold  work  which  here  waits  to 
be  done  in  supplying  the  home  organization  with  proper  means 
of  nourishment  and  growth. 

When  the  work  was  smaller,  its  needs  were  supplied  by  the 
Home  Secretary ;  but  now  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  meet  the 
increased  editorial  demands  in  connection  with  the  weekly"  Well- 
Spring,"  and  provide  also  for  the  constantly  increasing  details  of 
the  Home  work ;  so  that  the  latter  must  soon  be  largely  merged  in 
the  new  department. 

The  single  year  during  which  we  have  endeavored  specifically 
to  meet  this  want  through  a  newly  organized  department  cannot, 
of  course,  bespeak  results  that  can  only  come  with  time.  It  has 
been  a  season  of  beginnings,  and  has  been  attended  with  the 
disadvantages  incident  to  such  a  season.  But  there  is  much 
encouragement  already  attendant  on  its  work,  enough  to  fully 
justify  high  hopes  of  its  efficiency  in  reaching  the  ends  in  view. 
Any  summary  of  what  has  as  yet  been  accomplished  must,  of 
course,  be  brief. 

Forty  large  colored  diagrams  —  prepared  in  London  to  represent 
heathen  manners  and  customs,  and  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  mis- 
sionary labor  —  have  been  selected,  arranged  into  five  different  sets 
for  as  many  countries,  and  keys,  or  ;'  explanatory  manuscript  books, 
prepared  to  accompany  each  set.  These  are  designed  to  afford 
variety  and  interest  for  mission-circles,  and  other  children's  meet- 
ings ;  but  these  "  object-lessons  "  have  been  found  to  be  quite  as 
attractive  to  older  persons,  and  have  been  often  requested  for 
auxiliary  meetings,  and  by  pastors  and  others  for  the  monthly  con- 
cert. They  are  loaned  for  temporary  use  on  payment  of  a  small 
sum  ;  and  the  demand  seems  to  indicate  that  they  are  a  timely  pro- 
vision for  a  felt  need.  They  have  been  sent  out,  in  nine  months, 
about  forty  times  in  this  way.  Frequent  reports  come  back  with 
the  pictures,  testifying  to  the  pleasure  and  profit  derived  from 
them. 

For  some  countries  we  have  duplicate  sets.  It  is  also  hoped 
that  we  shall  soon  have  the  means  and  the  opportunity  to  procure 
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additional  sets,  illustrating  missionary  themes  in  connection  with 
Turkey  and  Japan.  Those  we  have  represent  the  work  and  its 
need  among  the  North  American  Indians,  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  in  Africa,  China,  and  India,  the  latter  country  being  more 
fully  illustrated  than  the  others. 

From  various  sources,  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  different 
manuscript  letters  and  papers  have  been  deposited  in  the  Bureau ; 
and  these  have  been  multiplied  by  copies  at  the  rooms  to  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  Missionary  letters  compose  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  this  collection,  about  twenty-five  only  being  in  the 
form  of  essays  and  descriptive  articles. 

A  correspondence  was  initiated  with  each  of  the  branches  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  asking  for  contributions  to  the  Bureau. 
These  letters  receive  kind  responses  in  each  case,  expressive  of 
interest,  and  promising  to  do  what  could  be  done  to  aid  the  new 
department.  A  few  of  the  branches  sent  essays  towards  a  begin- 
ning :  others  sent  each  a  letter  or  two ;  and,  in  one  or  two 
instances,  contributions  beyond  the  quota  have  been  received. 

Several,  however,  have  sent  nothing ;  and,  but  for  papers  pre- 
pared by  missionary  friends  and  by  the  Secretary,  we  should  now 
not  have  the  number  which  we  have  mentioned  to  report,  small 
as  that  seems  in  comparison  with  what  we  would  like.  Can  we 
not,  ought  we  not,  to  have  more  help  in  this  important  matter? 

Another  point  is  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  successful 
working  of  our  plan,  that  it  must  be  mentioned  here.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  every  thing  sent  out  from  the  Bureau  should  be  insured, 
as  far  as  possible,  a  speedy  and  safe  return. 

An  important  paper  has  recently  been  returned  to  the  Board, 
after  an  absence  of  fourteen  months  ;  and  it  went  to  an  auxili- 
ary fresh  from  foreign  shores,  and  ought  to  have  been  going  about 
doing  good  all  this  time. 

Of  the  hundreds  of  manuscripts  sent  out,  the  great  majority 
have  been  promptly  returned,  for  which  thanks  are  due  to  our 
faithful  co-workers.  But  that  some  misapprehension  still  exists  is 
evident  from  many  cases  of  retention,  and  from  occasional  testi- 
mony that  it  was  not  known  that  return  was  expected,  or  that  it 
was  not  requested  when  the  papers  were  sent  out. 

In  all  cases,  manuscripts  should  be  returned  by  express,  by  mes- 
senger, or  by  mail,  with  full  letter-postage,  within  a  week  from  the 
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time  they  are  sent,  unless  special  arrangement  is  made  to  the  con- 
trary. During  the  year  about  four  hundred  letters  and  papers 
have  been  sent  out,  some  to  auxiliaries  where  they  were  to  be 
used  but  once,  many  to  Secretaries  of  branch  societies,  from  whom, 
as  secondary  centres,  they  have  had  a  circulation  many  times 
multiplied. 

A  correspondence  full  of  pleasure  to  the  Secretary,  and  replete 
with  kindness  and  good-will,  has  grown  out  of  official  relations 
with  the  noble  army  of  women  who  are  carrying  forward  this 
good  work  in  the  branches.  The  opportunities  enjoyed  for  knowl- 
edge of  details  in  the  working  of  our  system  by  daily  visits  to  the 
rooms,  and  acquaintance  with  the  chief  officers  of  the  Board,  have 
also  been  full  of  pleasure,  and  important  in  their  bearings  on 
the  proper  prosecution  of  the  work.  Assistance  has  been  given 
in  the  formation  of  two  new  branches,  that  of  Franklin  County, 
Mass.,  at  Greenfield,  and  the  Hampshire  County  at  Northampton. 

In  addition  to  this,  visits  have  been  made  to  the  New  Haven 
Branch ;  to  that  of  Eastern  Connecticut  at  New  London  ;  the 
Maine  at  Portland ;  the  Vermont,  at  Barton  in  June,  and  St. 
Johnsbury  in  October ;  the  Worcester  County,  at  Spencer  in  June, 
and  Worcester  in  December ;  the  Philadelphia  Branch  at  Newark, 
that  of  New  York  at  Lockport ;  that  of  Hampden  County  at 
Springfield. 

The  Barnstable  County  and  Norfolk  Conferences  have  also 
been  visited,  and  meetings  have  been  held  with  auxiliaries  in  the 
States  of  New  York  and  Maine,  in  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and, 
to  a  limited  extent,  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  Board  in  Boston,  and  that  memorable  one  of  goodly 
fellowship  at  Hartford,  have  also  been  among  the  privileges  of  the 
year.  Altogether  five  thousand  miles  have  been  travelled  during 
the  year,  prosecuting  the  official  business  of  the  department.  In 
every  part  of  this  multiform  work,  progress  has  been  evident,  and 
much  has  been  felt  of  constant  cheer  and  encouragement. 

Let  us  not  forget  that  the  assistance  of  all  is  needed  in  this 
work.     It  cannot  go  forward  without  the  help  of  each. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Norton,  Secretary. 
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REPORT   OF  THE  MEETING   OF   EXECUTIVE 
OFFICERS. 

On  the  day  following  the  public  sessions  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Board,  an  executive  meeting,  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  branch  societies  and  conference  associa- 
tions, was  held,  at  which  various  points  of  interest  and  difficulty 
were  discussed.  As  some  of  the  topics  considered  were  of  general 
import,  we  give  them  place  in  this  Report  for  the  benefit  of  our 
co-workers. 

THE    BUREAU    OF    EXCHANGE. 

The  Committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Exchange  submitted,  through  the  chairman,  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Prudden  of  the  New  Haven  Branch,  a  Report  heartily  approving 
of  this  new  department  of  work.  By  the  account  of  what  it  had 
accomplished,  the  Committee  were  convinced  of  its  necessity,  and 
of  its  thorough  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  organizations  con- 
nected with  the  Board.  They  recommended  it  to  the  earnest 
co-operation  of  all  these  organizations,  calling  attention  to  the 
fact,  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  done,  its  operations 
had  been  limited  by  their  failure  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  The  Report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  meeting ; 
and  pledges  were  made  of  more  efficient  assistance  in  the  future. 

PERIODICALS. 

A  paper  from  the  Bureau  of  Exchange  on  the  periodicals  of  the 
society  —  "Life  and  Light,"  and  the  children's  missionary  page 
in  the  "Well-Spring"  —  was  also  read  at  this  meeting.  From 
this  it  appeared,  that  notwithstanding  the  stringency  of  the  times, 
from  which  all  periodical  literature  has  suffered  more  or  less,  the 
circulation  of  "  Life  and  Light "  "  has  not  only  held  its  own,  but 
has  slightly  increased  ;  and,  but  for  the  intervention  of  other 
causes,  this  year  would  have  shown  the  best  financial  exhibit  the 
magazine  has  ever  made.  We  are  compelled,  however,  to  report 
a  large  deficit  in  its  receipts  as  compared  with  its  outlays. 

"  This  deficiency  is  attributable  to  two  causes :  first,  a  consider- 
able number  of  unpaid  subscriptions ;  secondly,  and  more  largely, 
a  derangement  of  the  mails,  unexampled  in  its  experience. 
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"  As  to  the  first  of  these  causes,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
many  take  the  magazine  without  intending  to  pay  for  it.  But  '  it 
is  not  convenient  to-day,'  or  payment  is  deferred  because  it  can  be 
made  at  any  time,  and  so  the  neglect  accumulates.  In  this  way 
it  is  easy  to  get  into  debt  a  whole  year,  or  even  two  or  three  years. 
As  '  Life  and  Light '  is  published  at  cost,  every  unpaid  subscrip- 
tion on  its  books  goes  to  swell  the  deficit.  Could  not  these  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  have  been  paid  in  advance,  instead  of  leaving  the 
Board  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  heavy  bills  for  paper,  printing, 
and  postage,  while  thousands  of  little  rills  of  sixty  cents  each 
come  trickling  in  long  after  these  honest  debts  are  paid,  or  not  at 
all?  .  .  . 

"  The  second  cause  of  this  large  deficiency  —  losses  through  the 
post-office  —  has  been  a  grievous  trial ;  but  we  hope  that  it  has 
ceased,  and  we  pray  that  we  may  not  need  the  discipline  of  a 
repeated  experience  of  this  kind.  As  it  is  only  when  money  is 
actually  enclosed  in  a  letter  that  loss  is  liable  to  occur,  this  may  be 
avoided  by  the  union  of  subscribers  living  in  the  same  vicinity  in 
sending  a  postal  money-order  or  a  bank-draft  for  the  whole  amount. 
While  we  are  not  legally  responsible  for  these  losses  in  the  mails, 
and  have  a  right  to  demand  second  payment  from  subscribers,  we 
preferred  the  last  year,  the  matter  not  being  fully  understood  by 
our  patrons,  to  suffer  loss  rather  than  to  extend  the  annoyance  to 
so  many  of  our  friends.  If,  however,  any  who  have  heard  that 
their  subscriptions  have  not  been  received  wish  to  send  duplicates, 
they  will  help  to  lift  the  burden. 

"  These  afflictive  losses  have  developed  the  loyalty  of  friends  in 
a  most  gratifying  way.  We  cannot  too  much  commend  the  zeal 
and  the  '  mind  to  work '  shown  by  the  officers  of  the  Vermont 
Branch,  who  have  offered,  for  the  present,  to  relieve  the  Board  of 
responsibility  so  far  as  subscribers  in  that  State  are  concerned. 
They  have  copied  our  Vermont  mailing-book,  containing  the 
names  of  subscribers  at  each  post-office,  and  have  undertaken  to 
collect  all  dues,  accounting  for  them  monthly  with  the  receipts  of 
their  Treasurer.  This  is  already  adding  materially  to  our  circu- 
lation in  that  State,  as  these  efficient  workers  are  not  satisfied  with 
collecting  delinquent  bills,  but  are  enabled,  having  the  lists  in  their 
hands,  to  see  just  where  the  circulation  might  be  and  ought  to  be 
enlarged,  and  to  use  their  influence  accordingly. 
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"  While  it  might  not  be  best  for  all  the  branches  permanently 
or  even  temporarily  to  undertake  the  work  in  this  way,  we  can- 
not doubt  that  some  method,  modified  by  varying  circumstances, 
might  be  adopted  by  each,  which  would  greatly  help  the  cause 
Our  suggestion  has  been,  that  the  interests  of  our  periodicals 
should  be  committed  to  some  lady,  elected  by  each  branch  to  the 
work  in  its  bounds,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  correspond  with  each 
of  the  auxiliaries  in  regard  to  them,  ascertaining  what  is  being 
done  in  this  respect,  suggesting  methods  for  the  increase  of  circu- 
lation and  of  usefulness,  and  securing,  if  possible,  the  appointment 
of  a  faithful  worker  in  each  auxiliary  to  secure  subscriptions,  and 
collect  and  forward  to  Boston  all  dues. 

"  Our  New  York  Branch,  with  its  first  year  only  just  passed,  has 
nobly  responded  to  the  suggestion,  having,  at  its  first  Annual  Meet- 
ing, transferred  one  of  its  '  elect  ladies  '  from  another  post,  where 
she  had  been  of  invaluable  assistance,  to  a  new  place  on  the  Board  of 
State  Officers,  with  the  sole  interests  of '  Life  and  Light '  in  charge. 

"In  the  city  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  a  lady  is  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  interests  of  the  magazine  for  the  whole  city.  Col- 
lectors act  for  each  of  the  different  churches,  obtain  the  names  of 
all  who  will  take  it,  and  report  the  same  to  the  lady  in  super- 
vision. This  list  of  names  is  forwarded  to  Boston  in  December 
for  the  next  year,  though  the  money  is  not  in  all  cases  paid  in 
advance.  As  the  list  is  on  hand  before  the  January  number  is 
mailed,  all  new  subscribers  receive  their  magazines  promptly ;  and 
no  numbers  are  wasted  on  those  who  do  not  wish  to  renew  their 
subscriptions.  Two  hundred  and  forty  copies  were  sent  to  sub- 
scribers through  that  post-office  last  year,  and  not  a  single  delin- 
quent among  them. 

"  We  have  now  nearly  twelve  hundred  organizations  connected 
with  the  Board.  Suppose  this  effort  should  increase  the  subscrip- 
tions by  an  average  of  five  for  each  one,  the  result  would  add 
about  six  thousand  subscribers  to  our  list;  and  the  additional 
income  would  cover  all  additional  expense,  as  the  ratio  of  outlay 
is  much  diminished  after  the  first  ten  thousand  copies  are 
printed.  .  .  . 

"  A  new  method  of  notifying  the  expiration  of  subscriptions  has 
been  adopted  this  year  in  the  use  of  the  stamped  inscription  on 
the  cover  of  the  last  number  paid  for,  and  its  continuance  on  each 
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succeeding  number  until  payment  is  made  ;  so  that  the  absence  of 
the  cabalistic  words,  '  Your  subscription  has  expired,'  is  now  prima 
facie  evidence  that  the  magazine  is  paid  for,  and  may  be  enjoyed 
with  a  clear  conscience.  .  .  . 

"  The  '  Well-Spring '  has  received  as  much  favor  as  was  ex- 
pected. It  is  felt  that  it  has  done  its  work  among  the  children. 
Influence  is  needed  in  extending  its  circulation.  Some  regret  has 
been  felt  at  the  lack  of  a  missionary  periodical  wholly  devoted  to 
children ;  but  the  '  Echoes'  are  many  times  multiplied  in  the  pages 
of  the  '  Well-Spring.'  Besides  all  the  matter  on  the  other  three 
pages,  the  missionary  page  alone  gives  three  and  a  half  times  as 
much  reading  yearly  as  was  given  in  the  'Echoes;'  while  the 
number  of  children  reached  is  many  times  larger.  If  the  price  — 
sixty  cents  for  the  weekly  paper  —  is  more  than  can  be  afforded, 
the  monthly  '  Well-Spring  '  costs  but  fifteen  cents  annually,  "which 
was  the  price  of  the  old  '  Echoes.'  " 

These  measures  were  also  heartily  indorsed  by  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  :  — 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  our  respective  branches  and  conference  asso- 
ciations, we  urge  the  appointment  of  some  one  who  shall  have  the 
supervision  of  the  subscriptions  for  '  Life  and  Light,'  either  doing 
the  work  herself,  or  securing  the  efficient  co-operation  of  a  responsi- 
ble person  in  the  several  auxiliaries  ;  thus  following  up  in  detail 
the  lists  of  delinquent  subscribers,  and  doing  our  utmost  to  prevent 
failures  in  the  future." 

Several  branch  officers  have  already  made  arrangements  for 
systematic  effort  for  the  extension  of  the  circulation  and  the  prompt 
payment  for  the  periodicals.  We  have  already  begun  to  realize 
the  benefit  of  their  efforts.  In  auxiliaries  not  connected  with 
branches  or  conference  associations,  we  would  also  recommend 
that  some  efficient  lady  be  appointed,  to  have  the  matter  in  charge. 

LIFE-MEMBERSHIPS. 

There  was  also  some  discussion  at  the  meeting  in  regard  to  life- 
memberships. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  sum  of  money  necessary  to  constitute 
a  life-member  of  the  Board  is  twenty-five  dollars;  and  many  have 
erroneously  supposed  that  those  so  constituted  were  entitled  to  a 
free  copy  of  "  Life  and  Light "  and  of  our  Annual  Report.     As 
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the  life-membership  fee  and  the  subscription-price  of  the  magazine 
are  both  so  small,  it  has  not  been  thought  best  that  this  should  be 
done.  With  the  present  list  of  subscribers,  the  magazine  does 
not  pay  for  itself;  and  it  would  hardly  seem  right  to  burden  it 
•with  a  free  list  of  six  thousand  (our  present  number  of  life-mem- 
bers), bringing  a  heavy  debt  upon  it.  The  expense  is  also  quite 
a  consideration  in  sending  the  Annual  Report  to  this  large  num- 
ber of  life-members,  as  at  the  present  time  it  would  amount  to 
nearly  a  thousand  dollars.  Copies  are  sent  to  each  auxiliary,  to 
be  circulated  among  its  members  ;  and  each  life-member  should 
have  the  reading  of  it  in  this  way. 

Another  rule  in  regard  to  life-members  is  as  follows :  When 
money  is  given  for  a  life-membership,  it  cannot  also  be  used  for  a 
specific  object,  unless  the  whole  amount  be  contributed  by  one 
person.  In  the  latter  case,  it  can  be  used  in  both  ways.  All 
money  paid  into  the  general  fund  of  branch  societies  may  be 
used  in  the  same  way  as  if  paid  into  the  general  fund  of  the 
Board.  The  reason  for  this  rule  is  as  follows  :  If  there  were  no 
such  limitation,  an  auxiliary  which  paid  four  hundred  dollars  for 
a  missionary's  salary  would  have  the  privilege  of  making  sixteen 
life-members  with  the  same  money.  If  this  should  be  done  by  a 
large  number  of  societies,  year  after  year,  we  should  soon  have  a 
meaningless  list  of  names,  showing  no  extra  contributions.  When, 
however,  a  lady  by  special  effort  wishes  to  make  herself  or  friend 
a  life-member,  it  seems  but  just  that  the  auxiliary  should  be  cred- 
ited with  this  amount,  which,  in  some  cases,  may  be  an  absolute 
necessity  in  redeeming  its  pledge. 

This  decision  was  also  indorsed  by  those  present. 

ARMENIA    COLLEGE. 

The  claims  of  the  female  department  of  Armenia  College, 
Harpoot,  Turkey,  were  presented  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wheeler  ;  and  it 
was  understood  that  she  should  urge  forward  extra  contributions 
for  this  object,  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
recently  passed  by  the  Board,  and  adopted  by  branches  and 
conference  associations.  Copies  of  the  resolutions  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  secretaries  of  all  the  branches. 


COMBINATION   OF    HOME   AND   FOREIGN    WORK. 

Another  question  was,  "  Is  it  well  to  have  work  for  home  and 
foreign  missions  combined  in  the  same  organization  ? "  The 
almost  unanimous  answer  to  this  question  was  in  the  negative. 
While  the  friends  of  the  Woman's  Board  have  the  most  thorough 
sympathy  with  all  departments  of  Christian  benevolence,  and 
while  it  is  almost  universally  true  that  those  most  interested  in 
foreign  missions  are  also  most  active  in  home  missions,  still  it 
seems  best  for  both  causes  that  they  should  not  be  combined.  It 
was  shown  by  the  experiences  given  that  either  one  cause  or  the 
other  was  almost  sure  to  languish  under  such  a  combination.  The 
sentiment  of  the  meeting  seemed  to  be,  Let  each  society  work 
earnestly  and  harmoniously  in  its  own  channel  for  the  time  when 
"  they  shall  come  from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the 
north  and  from  the  south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  kingdom  of 
God  ;  "  "  when  the  whole  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the 
iters  cover  the  sea." 

RELATION    TO    AMERICAN   BOARD. 

To  the  foregoing  we  will  add  but  two  more  questions  :  (1)  Why 
not  let  benevolent  activities  of  ladies  go  through  the  old  channels 
(American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions),  saving 
the  expense  and  machinery  of  another  society  ?  (2)  Does  the 
Woman's  Board  trench  on  the  receipts  of  the  American  Board  ? 
As  these  questions  had  been  answered  several  times  by  the  Bureau 
during  the  year,  extracts  from  letters  on  the  subject  were  read. 

The  reply  to  the  first  one  was,  (1)  ".  We  believe  that  no  one  con- 
versant with  the  history  of  the  American  Board,  and  with  that  of 
the  Woman's  Board,  will  deny  that  the  interest  of  women  in  the 
missionary  cause  has  been  greatly  multiplied  through  the  '  machin- 
ery '  of  the  Woman's  Board,  its  organization,  its  large  lists  of 
volunteer  workers,  its  meetings  for  mutual  help  and  acquaintance, 
its  general' and  efficient  supervision  of  the  whole  field,  the  free 
and  constant  communication  between  the  centre  and  every  division 
of  the  army  of  occupation.  The  emphatic  indorsement  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  American  Board,  and  the  testimony  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Prudential  Committee  on  this  point,  place  it  beyond 
the  need  of  further  affirmation." 
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(2.)  "  Not  less  marked  is  the  fact  that  mothers  are  interesting 
their  children  in  the  cause  of  missions  as  they  were  not  interested 
before  this  organization  was  effected.  c  I  shall  die  easier,'  says 
the  venerable  Dr.  Anderson,  '  for  the  work  and  promise  of  the 
Woman's  Board.'  It  is  training  up  a  generation  which  will  take 
up  and  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  world's  evangelization." 

(3.)  "  In  connection  with  the  strongest  testimony  on  the  other 
points  named,  our  beloved  senior  Vice-President,  '  mother  of  mis- 
sionaries the  world  around,'  says  of  the  Woman's  Board,  '  It 
brings  the  sisters  of  our  churches  heart  to  heart  with  our  sisters  in 
the  missionary  fields,'  and  between  them  now  '  there  is  a  constant 
flow  of  sympathy  which  could  not  be  otherwise  secured." 

(4.)  "  The  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  American  Board  is  more 
fully  expanded  in  answer  to  the  second  question,  'Does  the 
Woman's  Board  trench  on  the  receipts  of  the  American  Board  ?  ' " 
To  which  the  answer  is,  — 

"  Those  cannot  have  looked  at  the  case  in  all  its  aspects  who 
think  there  has  been  any  pecuniary  disadvantage  to  the  Ameri- 
can Board  through  the  existence  and  work  of  the  Woman's  Board. 
In  1867,  the  year  before  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Board, 
the  income  of  the  American  Board  from  all  sources,  including 
gifts  from  women,  was  $438,000.00.  Since  then  it  has  witnessed 
the  withdrawal  of  its  Presbyterian  constituency,  which  deducted 
nearly  one-third  of  its  income ;  the  devastations  of  Chicago  and 
Boston  by  fire,  which  deprived  some  of  its  most  princely  givers  of 
their  power  to  aid  it,  and  much  reduced  the  offerings  of  many  more ; 
and  has,  during  the  last  three  years,  been  passing  through  one  of 
the  most  extended  and  deeply-felt  financial  crises  in  the  history 
of  the  nation  :  and  yet,  in  the  third  and  most  stringent  year  of  this 
great  monetary  depression,  the  Treasurer's  Report  for  1876  shows 
an  income  of  over  $465,000.00.  If  we,  deduct  one-third  of  the 
income  in  1867,  supposed  to  have  been  taken  away  by  the  removal 
of  the  Presbyterians,  we  have  the  income  from  the  present  con- 
stituency of  nearly  $300,000.00,  which,  compared  with  the  amount 
received  in  1876,  shows  an  increase  of  $165,000.00,  upwards  of 
$65,000.00  more  than  in  1867,  aside  from  the  $100,000.00  con- 
tributed the  last  year  by  the  Woman's  Boards. 

"  In  some  cases,  doubtless,  money  is  given  through  the  treasury 
of  the  Woman's  Board  that  would  have  gone  directly  to  the 
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treasury  of  the  American  Board,  if  the  former  had  not  been  in 
existence  ;  and  why  should  it  not  be  so  ?  The  only  difference,  in 
reality,  between  a  gift  to  the  American  Board  and  one  to  the 
Woman's  Board  is,  that  in  the  former  case  money  is  generally 
given  undesignated,  and  may  be  used  for  schoolhouses,  theological 
schools,  churches,  support  of  missionaries,  &c. ;  and  in  the  latter 
case  it  reaches  the  same  treasury  designated  by  women  for  the 
work  of  the  American  Board  among  women  and  girls.  While 
opportunity  for  reaching  women  in  the  foreign  field  has  multiplied 
a  hundred-fold  the  last  few  years,  pressing  on  the  parent  Board 
in  every  direction,  beyond  the  means  to  meet  it,  what  more 
appropriate  than  that  the  gifts  of  women  should  be  applied  through 
the  channel  of  the  Woman's  Board  to  this  great  department  of 
the  work? 

"  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  easy  to  show,  that,  in  a  multitude  of 
instances,  interest  in  foreign  missions  has  been  increased  and 
strengthened,  and  in  some  cases  originally  implanted,  in  the  minds 
of  fathers,  husbands,  brothers,  and  sons,  through  the  impetus  given 
to  female  relatives  by  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Board  ; 
also  that  the  funds  of  the  American  Board  have  received  large 
accessions  through  the  gifts  of  men,  which  would  never  have 
reached  its  treasury  but  for  the  influence  of  women  in  this 
■  direction. 

"  The  fact  that  the  female  membership  of  the  Congregational 
churches  of  our  land  are  slathering  these  large  sums  through  the 
Woman's  Boards,  at  a  very  small  expense  in  so  doing,  speaks  for 
itself.  The  gain  is  immense  financially  to  the  cause  of  missions 
as  a  whole,  as  well  as  to  our  representative  part  of  it.  We  believe 
the  history  of  the  Woman's  Board  demonstrates  triumphantly  its 
right  to  existence  ;  and,  if  it  have  a  right  to  be,  it  has  a  right  to 
the  affectionate  regard,  the  prayers,  the  labors,  the  gifts,  of  every 
woman  in  every  Congregational  Church  in  our  land. 

"  There  is,  there  has  been,  there  can  be,  no  conflict  between  that 
great,  good,  and  wise  integer,  the  American  Board,  and  that  part 
of  itself  known  as  the  Woman's  Board  ;  and  since,  if  one  member 
suffer,  the  whole  body  suffers  with  it,  our  best  way  to  help  the 
whole  is  to  keep  our  part  of  it  in  the  conditions  most  helpful  to 
health  and  growth." 

To  this  we  add  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Secretary  Treat,  pub- 
lished in  "  The  Vermont  Chronicle  "  in  June,  1876. 
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Messrs.  Editors,  —  In  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the  organization  of 
the  Woman's  Board,  I  would  say,  The  question  was  maturely  considered 
before  any  public  steps  were  taken.  Oar  committee,  as  you  know,  are  very 
conservative.  They  were  satisfied  that  it  was  best  for  the  ladies  to  try  the 
experiment.  We  are  all  perfectly  satisfied  now  that  the  measure  was  wise. 
The  arguments  for  this  new  departure  are  much  stronger  than  they  were  then. 

I.  The  income  of  the  Board  is  materially  increased.  While  it  is  true 
that  certain  sums  are  diverted  from  Mr.  Ward's  treasury  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Woman's  Board,  the  gain  on  the  whole,  I  am  satisfied,  is  three-fourths  of 
all  the  Woman's  Board  receives.  It  is  so  at  the  east  :  it  is  so  at  the  west. 
But  this  is  one  of  the  weakest  arguments  in  favor  of  the  plan. 

II.  More  important  is  the  fact  that  the  missionary  interest  developed 
among  the  female  membership  of  our  churches  is  much  increased.  We 
have  been  surprised,  as  well  as  gratified,  by  the  abundant  evidence  which  we 
have  had  in  this  regard.  Ladies  that  took  little  or  no  interest  in  missions 
formerly  are  now  becoming  very  active  and  very  influential. 

III.  The  Woman's  Board  is  doing  an  exceedingly  valuable  work  in  the 
line  of  interesting  children  in  missions.  This  has  been  a  field  which  we 
have  longed  to  have  cultivated  for  many  years,  but  which  it  seemed  very 
difficult  to  reach.  The  ladies  are  interesting  children  through  their  mothers ; 
and  the  fruit  of  the  effort  will  appear  more  and  more  in  the  future. 

IV.  The  single  female  missionaries,  and  to  some  extent  the  married 
lady  missionaries,  are  interested  and  benefited  by  this  new  organization. 
They  feel  that  they  have  the  support  of  a  large  number  of  Christian  ladies, 
who  sympathize  with  them,  and  bear  them  on  their  hearts  continually. 

As  to  the  increase  of  expense,  I  doubt  whether  this  is  so.  The  ladies 
manage  their  operations  with  marked  economy. 

Very  fraternally  yours, 
(Signed)  S.  B.  Treat. 

This  meeting,  from  the  full  discussions  and  free  interchange  of 
opinions,  impossible  in  a  larger  and  more  formal  gathering,  was 
one  of  great  interest  and  profit  to  all. 


REPORTS   OF    AUXILIARIES. 

We  give  below  condensed  reports  that  have  been  sent  us  from 
auxiliaries,  mostly  in  Massachusetts,  that  are  not  included  in 
branch  societies  or  conference  associations. 

The  An dover  auxiliary  reports  a  good  degree  of  interest  in 
the  society,  and  in  the  monthly  meetings,  which  have  been  held 
regularly.  "  Life  and  Light "  lias  been  a  welcome  visitor  in  the 
homes  of  the  members.  The  funds  have  been  devoted  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  pupil  in  the  Constantinople  Home. 
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In  Attburndale  the  membership  of  the  society  is  fifty-seven ; 
and  thirty-one  numbers  of  "  Life  and  Light "  are  taken.  Meet- 
ings have  been  held  monthly  with  unabated  interest;  and  a  deep 
love  for  the  cause  has  been  manifested  by  some  of  the  members  in 
centennial  offerings,  given  in  response  to  a  suggestion  that  the 
contributions  for  the  year  be  doubled.  Hearty  testimony  is  also 
borne  to  the  self-denying  labors  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  Walker,  in  her  care 
for  missionary  children.  Her  presence  in  the  meetings  has  been 
an  inspiration. 

The  society  in  Ayer  has  met  twice  during  the  year,  and  sent 
$15.00  to  the  treasury  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  auxiliary  in  Eliot  Church,  Boston  High- 
lands, writes,  "  Our  present  membership  is  eighty-eight.  We 
have  three  mission-circles,  the  names  of  which  are,  '  The  Little 
Star,'  '  Anderson  Circle,'  and  '  Ferguson  Circle,'  with  one  more  in 
prospect.  The  auxiliary  has  contributed  $158.75,  and  the  mis- 
sion-circle $57.52 ;  making  in  all  $216.27.  This  was  more  than 
was  required  to  redeem  our  pledge  for  the  support  of  Miss  Flavia 
Bliss's  school  in  Sivas,  Turkey.  We  have  had  three  meetings ; 
and  means  have  been  taken  to  make  the  members  familiar  with 
the  geographical  features  of  the  place,  and  manners  and  customs 
of  the  people  where  our  school  is  located. 

The  society  in  the  Highland  Church,  Boston  Highlands, 
reports  meetings  held  quarterly,  which  have  been  pleasant  and 
profitable  seasons.  The  membership  is  forty ;  and  the  contribu- 
tions, amounting  to  $111.23,  have  been  appropriated  to  the  Kioto 
Home. 

In  the  Walnut-avenue  Church,  Boston  Highlands,  there  has 
been  a  sustained  interest  in  the  work,  the  quarterly  meetings  hav- 
ing been  made  very  attractive  by  missionary  correspondence. 
The  sum  of  money  raised  is  $71.00. 

The  auxiliary  in  East  Boston  has  held  quarterly  meetings  of 
much  interest  during  the  year  ;  and  the  funds  of  the  society  have 
been  appropriated  to  the  support  of  Miss  Sisson  in  India.  The 
flourishing  mission-circle,  Maverick  Kill,  has  had  a  prosperous  year, 
contributing  $100.00  to  the  Kioto  Home.  Its  meetings  are  held 
immediately  following  those  of  the  Maternal  Association  connected 
with  the  church. 

The  report  of  the  Brookline  auxiliary  contains  accounts  of 
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quarterly  meetings  made  specially  interesting  by  floral  recitations 
by  the  sabbath-school  children,  and  by  a  display  of  costumes  and 
pictures  illustrating  life  in  Turkey.  At  one  of  the  meetings  Mrs. 
Tracy  of  Marsovan  was  present :  at  another,  papers  were  read  by 
two  of  the  members  on  "  Girls'  Schools  in  Turkey,"  and  "  The 
History  of  Woman's  Boards."  The  society  has  raised  from  its 
more  than  eighty-five  members  $312.35  for  the  salary  of  Miss 
Washburn  in  Marsovan,  Turkey.  The  eight  mission-circles  in- 
the  sabbath  school  have  given  $42.17  for  the  scholarship  in 
Harpoot  seminary. 

In  Burlington  monthly  meetings  have  been  held,  in  which  an 
hour  has  been  devoted  to  religious  exercises,  and  the  rest  of  the 
time  spent  in  sewing.  The  sum  of  $20.00  has  been  sent  to  the 
treasury. 

The  Ladies'  Union  Missionary  Society  in  Cambridge  repre- 
sents Shepard  Church,  North-avenue  Church,  and  the  East  Cam- 
bridge Church.  The  Secretary  of  the  North-avenue  Church  writes, 
"  The  interest  in  mission- work  continues  unabated,  notwithstand- 
ing the  '  hard  times.'  The  amount  contributed  towards  the  support 
of  Miss  Bliss  in  Turkey  has  been  $145.00.  The  mission-circle  and 
'Little  Rosebuds' are  sustaining  a  scholarship  in  the  school  at 
Harpoot,  of  $40.00.  The  earnest  workers  in  this  church  are  many ; 
and  their  efforts  seem  to  be  blessed." 

The  auxiliary  in  Cambridgeport,  comprising  the  Prospect- 
street  and  Pilgrim  Churches,  has  one  hundred  and  thirty  mem- 
bers. The  attendance  on  the  meetings  has  not  been  large  in  pro- 
portion to  the  membership ;  but  real  interest  in  the  work  has  been 
felt,  and  sincere  prayers  offered  for  it.  A  proposal  has  been 
made,  that  each  lady  should  double  her  subscription  the  coming 
year. 

In  the  First  Church,  Chelsea,  monthly  meetings  have  been 
held  in  connection  with  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society,  thereby 
securing  a  larger  attendance  than  would  otherwise  be  obtained. 
For  all  but  two  of  the  meetings,  the  society  has  depended  on  the 
resources  of  its  members.  Besides  the  $70.43  contributed  to  the 
treasury  of  the  Board,  nine  ladies  have  given  $45.00  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  girl  in  the  school  at  Marash,  formerly  taught  by  Miss 
M.  S.  Williams.  The  Secretary  adds,  "  While  there  has  been  no 
marked  expression  of  interest  in  the  work  from  the  ladies   as  a 
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company  of  Christian  co-laborers,  yet  we  have  ample  evidence  of 
the  warm  place  which,  individuals,  not  a  few,  give  the  cause  in 
their  hearts  ;  and  here  rests  our  hope  for  our  growth  in  months 
and  years  to  come."  '   • 

The  Secretary  of  the  society  in  Darien  (Conn.)  writes, 
"  Our  meetings  are  held  monthly  with  no  intermission  ;  and  we  are 
glad  to  report  an  increase  of  missionary  spirit  during  the  year. 
Our  thirty-five  members  are  widely  scattered  ;  but  those  who  have 
the  greatest  distance  to  come  are  among  the  most  prompt  in 
attendance.  On  nearly  every  occasion  we  have  had  the  special 
presence  of  the  Master  with  us;  and,  whether  our  numbers  have 
been  few  or  many,  our  coming-together  has  been  blessed  indeed. 
The  society  has  contributed  $60.00  for  a  scholarship  towards 
Miss  Wheeler's  salary,  and  $15.60  towards  a  scholarship  in  Miss 
Townshend's  school  in  Ceylon.  One  of  our  young  ladies  sends  a 
gift,  wrought  out  by  her  own  needle,  of  $5.60  for  Miss  Andrews's 
work  in  North  China,  making  a  total  of  $81.20. 

"  The  light  of  the  '  Sunbeam'  mission-circle  has  shone  brighter 
than  ever  this  year,  reaching  to  India,  China,  and  Japan.  The 
'  Busy  Bees '  have  made  progress  in  organization  and  efficient 
working  during  the  year.  The  monthly  meetings  have  been  held 
with  the  utmost  regularity,  the  little  workers  engaging  in  them 
with  much  spirit;  and  there  has  been  an  increasing  desire  to  learn 
more  of  missionary  effort  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  total 
contribution  of  the  three  societies  is  a  $186.20." 

The  society  in  Dedham  reports  three  meetings  during  the  year, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  sixteen.  The  amount  of  money 
paid  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  has  been  $110.00. 

The  Dorchester  auxiliary  has  held  three  meetings,  at  which 
missionary  letters,  and  papers  prepared  by  the  members,  have  been 
read.     The  society  supports  Mrs.  George  D.  Marsh  in  Turkey. 

The  auxiliary  in  Village  Church,  Dorchester,  reports  the 
contributions  for  the  year  as  $235.20,  of  which  $95.00  was  raised 
by  the  "  Band  of  Faith  "  mission-circle.  Notwithstanding  an  impor- 
tant home-work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  the  church,  the 
members,  by  their  untiring  energy,  have  materially  increased  their 
donations.  .Realizing  that  without  knowledge  there  can  be  no 
abiding  interest,  reports  of  the  quarterly  meetings,  with  the  papers 
read  at  them,  have  been  circulated  among  those  unable  to  be  pres- 
ent, thus  largely  extending  the  influence  of  the  meetings. 
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An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Great  Barrington  at  a  meet- 
ing in  January,  1876,  at  which  $35.00  were  contributed.  The 
members  expect  to  increase  the  donations  the  coming  year. 

The  society  in  Greenwich  (Conn.)  reports  a  year  of  effective 
work,  which  has  resulted  in  substantial  growth.  Special  interest 
has  been  given  to  the  monthly  meetings  by  original  papers,  and  by 
missionary  intelligence  brought  by  regularly  appointed  readers. 
A  hundred  dollars  has  been  pledged  for  Armenia  College,  and 
various  donations  made  outside  the  regular  work  of  the  society. 

In  Haverhill,  the  auxiliary  has  paid  for  two  scholarships  and 
the  salary  of  a  Bible-reader  during  the  year.  The  "  Pentucket 
Mission-Circle  "  connected  with  it  has  worked  with  much  energy 
and  success,  also  sending  the  money  for  two  scholarships. 

The  Hinsdale  auxiliary  has  met  once  in  two  months ;  and  the 
reading  of  "  Romance  of  Missions  "  has  been  a  pleasant  feature  of 
the  meetings.  The  membership  is  forty-five ;  and  the  contribu- 
tions, $79.61. 

In  Jamaica  Plain,  by  the  removal  of  their  president  to  another 
town,  the  members  have  learned  not  to  depend  so  much  on  a 
leader ;  and,  through  the  necessity  of  mutual  co-operation,  the 
interest  has  become  more  general.  One  of  the  greatest  encourage- 
ments in  this  church  has  been  the  success  of  the  "  Wide- Awakes  " 
mission-circle.  It  has  a  membership  of  eighty-four,  sixteen  of 
which  are  honorary  members.  The  active  members,  who  pay  a 
fee  of  ten  cents,  are  from  five  to  ten  years  of  age  :  the  honorary 
members  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  paying  twenty-five  cents. 
Contributions  are  taken  on  the  first  sabbath  in  every  month  in 
all  the  classes  where  the  scholars  are  under  twelve.  A  good 
degree  of  interest  is  shown  by  the  members ;  and  many  cases  of 
self-denial  have  occurred,  that  more  liberal  gifts  might  be  made. 

The  society  in  Lawrence-street  Church,  Lawrence,  has  con- 
tinued its  usual  contributions,  although  the  number  of  members 
has  somewhat  diminished  on  account  of  the  depression  in  business. 
The  principal  stimulus  received  has  been  from  the  regular  monthly 
concert. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Lee  auxiliary  reports  increased  attend- 
ance at  the  regular  meetings,  and  larger  subscriptions:  one  of 
the  many  instances  where  the  cause,  —  more  interesting  meetings, 
—  is  followed   by  the  effect,  —  more  liberal  gifts.     The   Young 
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Ladies'  Mission- Circle  in  Lee  is  also  a  most  efficient  organiza- 
tion. 

The  auxiliary  in  Lexington  reports  through  its  Secretary, 
"  Our  auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Board,  ever  since  its  formation,  in 
January,  1870,  has  been  a  branch  of  the  home  circle,  the  same  offi- 
cers presiding  over  each ;  and  little  has  been  clone  for  the  foreign 
work,  aside  from  the  sums  collected  annually.  At  the  last  Annual 
Meeting  the  auxiliary  withdrew  from  the  circle,  and  chose  a  sep- 
arate board  of  officers.  We  hope  by  this  new  arrangement  to  hold 
meetings  regularly,  and  to  interest  our  ladies  more  in  the  work  in 
foreign  fields." 

The  Lowell  auxiliary  has  held  regular  quarterly  meetings ; 
and  the  contributions  have  amounted  to  about  $500.00,  a  portion 
of  which  has  been  paid  for  the  support  of  Miss  Sears  of  Mardin. 
Pleasant  features  of  the  work  are  two  successful  mission-circles,  — 
the  "  Cheerful  Workers  "  and  "  Merry  Workers,"  —  both  of  which 
have  realized  quite  substantial  sums  from  sales  during  the  year. 

In  Malden  an  increased  interest  in  missions  has  been  shown  by 
the  larger  number  who  have  attended  the  meetings,  and  the  pleas- 
ure manifested  in  reading  "Life  and  Light."  The  society  has 
suffered  from  the  loss  of  its  President,  of  whom  the  Secretary  says, 
"  From  the  formation  of  the  society  (in  1870),  she  filled  the  office 
of  President,  and  gave  to  it  all  the  thought  and  energy  that  a  true 
Christian  heart  could  give.  Owing  to  her  household  cares,  she 
was  often  obliged  to  use  the  hours  of  night,  that  she  might  give 
to  our  meetings  the  clearest,  choicest  intelligence  that  it  was  possi- 
ble to  obtain.  During  her  last  days,  when  her  mind  was  wandering, 
she  imagined  herself  at  one  of  our  meetings,  and  spoke  of  her  joy 
at  being  able  to  be  with  us  once  more,  and  of  the  pleasure  she  had 
had  in  preparing  for  them." 

The  Methuen  auxiliary  reports  a  membership  of  twenty,  with 
a  contribution  of  $34.00.  One  drawback  in  this  society  is  the 
lack  of  those  willing  to  "  take  part  "  in  the  meetings  ;  but  "  a 
few  are  determined,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  sustain  them." 

The  friends  of  the  Board  in  Melrose  feel  much  encouraged  by 
the  year's  effort.  The  donations,  which  were  larger  than  ever 
before,  have  been  devoted  to  the  support  of  a  village  school  in  Tur- 
key. At  the  monthly  meetings  each  one  is  expected  to  report 
from  some  field  previously  assigned,  and  to  leave  something  in  the 
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contribution-box.     The  same  plan  is   pursued  with  the  mission- 
circle  in  this  church,  which  numbers  thirty-five  busy  workers. 

The  auxiliary  in  Monterey  is  small;  and  a  great  proportion  of 
the  work  is  done  by  one  of  its  officers.  Its  members  are  scattered ; 
and  what  has  been  accomplished  has  been  by  direct  personal 
effort.  The  Secretary  says,  "  We  do  not  propose  to  sit  down  and 
do  nothing,  because  we  can  do  but  little.  We  intend  to  keep 
working,  hoping  that  our  contribution  may  increase  in  the  future." 

The  Secretary  of  the  auxiliary  in  Eliot  Church,  Newton,  writes, 
"  With  the  close  of  the  year  1876  is  completed  the  fifth  year  of  the 
Ladies' Missionary  Society,  —  a  year  of  prosperity  fully  equal  to,  if 
not  greater  than,  any  previous  year.  When  the  society  was  first 
organized,  it  was  voted  to  hold  quarterly  meetings ;  and,  during  the 
first  four  years,  these  were  deemed  sufficient  to  sustain  the  interest 
of  the  members.  When,  at  our  last  Annual  Meeting,  it  was  voted 
to  hold  them  monthly,  it  was  thought  by  some  as  scarcely  wise  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  meetings,  when  the  attendance  quarterly  was 
so  small,  and  it  was  so  difficult  to  obtain  missionary  intelligence. 
But  the  result  of  the  experiment  has  justified  the  wisdom  of  those 
who  favored  the  change.  The  meetings  have  averaged  a  larger 
attendance  than  those  held  quarterly.  We  have  had  letters  full  of 
interest  from  our  missionary,  Mrs.  Capron  ;  and  there  has  been  no 
lack  of  intelligence  from  all  parts  of  the  missionary  field.  The 
plan  of  canvassing  the  church,  which  was  adopted  last  year,  was 
again  attempted,  with  equally  satisfactory  results.  Our  member- 
ship is  now  one  hundred  and  ninety.  At  our  Annual  Meeting 
the  wish  was  expressed,  that  the  result  of  our  labors  might  show 
the  same  advance  as  the  previous  year ;  and  while,  owing  to 
causes  which  must  be  apparent  to  all,  this  hope  has  not  been  real- 
ized, we  are  grateful  that  we  have  accomplished  as  much  as  before." 
The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $1,030.00.  The  interest  in  the  Eliot 
Mission- Circle  in  this  church  continues ;  and  it  is  hoped  it  will 
increase  in  strength. 

The  auxiliary  in  Newton  Centre  reports  interesting  meet- 
ings, and  receipts  amounting  to  $71.00,  which  is  appropriated  to 
the  support  of  a  school  in  Sivas.  A  mission-circle  was  organized  in 
April,  which  has  been  very  prosperous,  raising  quite  a  sum  of 
money. 

In  North  Adams  the  society  has  had  much  to  contend  with  in 
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the  loss  of  some  of  its  officers,  and  by  the  depression  in  business, 
keenly  felt  in  this  manufacturing  town.  The  contributions  for  the 
year,  which  have  been  small,  have  taken  the  form  of  strictly  volun- 
tary offerings.  The  Secretary  writes,  "  Though  a  small  and  feeble 
band,  we  still  hope  to  hold  on  our  way,  and  bear  some  part  in 
carrying  Christ's  gospel  to  the  remotest  lands." 

The  Secretary  of  the  North  Somerville  auxiliary  writes, 
"  Those  who  have  been  present  regularly  at  our  meetings  are  cer- 
tainly becoming  more  and  more  interested  in  missions ;  and  our  only 
regret  is,  that  this  interest  does  not  extend  to  all  the  ladies  in  the 
parish.  For  subjects  of  study  we  have  taken  European  Turkey,  — 
particularly  the  Constantinople  Home,  —  Japan,  and  China.  We 
try  to  become  familiar  with  the  country,  its  inhabitants,  the  mis- 
sionaries stationed  there,  taking  these  topics  as  systematically  as 
possible.  As  a  special  effort  to  increase  the  contributions,  an 
appeal  to  the  congregation,  prepared  by  two  of  our  members,  was 
read  from  the  pulpit  by  the  pastor,  followed  by  the  passing  of  the 
boxes.     The  amount  collected  was  $30.00." 

The  auxiliary  in  North  Woburn  was  organized  Jan.  12,  since 
which  time  monthly  meetings  have  been  held,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  twelve.  The  membership  is  twenty-six;  and 
$25.00  have  been  raised. 

Pepperell  reports  an  auxiliary  started  during  the  year,  few 
in  numbers,  holding  its  meetings  in  connection  with  the  ladies' 
sewing-circle.  It  is  hoped  a  strong  society  will  grow  from  these 
small  beginnings. 

The  Secretary  of  the  auxiliary  in  Pittsfield  writes,  "  The 
interest  in  our  society  deepens  among  its  members.  It  has  not 
largely  increased  in  numbers;  but  there  is  more  prayerful  earnest- 
ness. Several  ladies  have  prepared  excellent  papers  on  different 
missions,  and  have  found  their  fields  so  fruitful  and  full  of  interest, 
that  they  have  not  known  where  to  leave  them."  The  society 
has  assumed  the  support  of  Miss  E.  K.  Ogden,  M.D.,  recently 
gone  to  India. 

In  the  Second  Church,  Pittsfield,  the  meetings  have  not  been 
quite  so  well  attended  as  the  previous  year.  About  the  same 
amount  of  money  has  been  raised,  which  has  been  appropriated  to 
the  school  in  Ahmednuggur. 

The  society  in  Reading  has   contributed   $50.00,  and  hopes 
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"to  make  a  better  practical  demonstration  of  love  and  care  for 
Christ's  kingdom  another  year." 

The  Taunton  auxiliary  has  suffered  from  the  loss  of  two  of  the 
founders  of  the  society,  and  most  earnest  workers  in  the  cause. 
That  much  can  be  done  by  one  active  woman  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  forty-nine  names  have  been  added  to  the  list,  since  the  last 
quarterly  meeting,  by  one  of  the  members. 

In  Waltham,  the  auxiliary  has  held  regular  quarterly  meet- 
ings, at  two  of  which  missionary  ladies  have  been  present.  No 
special  enthusiasm  is  reported,  but  better  hopes  for  the  future. 

The  society  in  Waveely  feels  its  weakness,  but  means  "  to 
struggle  on,  and  hope  and  pray  and  labor  for  growth."  Monthly 
meetings  have  been  held ;  and  interest  has  been  manifest  in  mis- 
sionary intelligence. 

The  West  Roxbury  auxiliary  reports  "  no  increase  in  num- 
bers, but  a  growing  interest  in  those  who  attend  the  monthly 
meetings  for  prayer." 

From  Williamstown  the  Secretary  writes,  "  We  have  twenty- 
five  members,  and  send  $50.00  to  the  treasury.  While  we 
deeply  regret  that  the  sum  contributed  is  so  small,  we  do  feel 
that  a  step  forward  has  been  taken  in  the  degree  of  actual  inter- 
est in  the  cause.  We  have  had,  since  the  summer,  larger  numbers 
at  our  monthly  meetings  than  ever  before  ;  and  we  find  the  exper- 
iment of  giving  out  sections  of  the  missionary  field  for  the  ladies 
to  study,  quite  gratifying  in  its  results.  Knowledge  prepares  the 
way  for  both  prayer  and  effort ;  and  so  we  hope  for  greater  pro- 
gress during  the  coming  year." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Winchester  auxiliary  writes,  "  It  is 
six  years  since  our  organization ;  and  our  records  show  a  steady 
increase  of  membership  from  year  to  year.  During  this  time  we 
have  made  thirty  life-members.  We  count,  the  present  year,  sixty- 
seven  members,  and  fifty-two  subscribers  to  '  Life  and  Light.' 
Since  January  we  have  received  eight  letters  from  our  missionary, 
Miss  Powers,  which  have  added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  our 
meetings.  For  her  support  the  past  year,  the  auxiliary  has  raised 
$180.00;  while  the  children  of  our  thriving  little  mission-circle, 
the  '  Seek-and-Save  Society,'  have  raised  $200.00.   Total,  $380.00.' 
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SOCIETIES   AUXILIARY   TO   THE   W.   B.   M. 

Andover,  Mass.  :  Miss  Susan  E.  Jackson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Hanna,h 
Fay,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  H.  Swift,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Auburndale,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  I.  R.  Worcester,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Pearson,  Sec'y. 

Ayer,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  D.  Waters,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Sawtell, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Bedford,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Edward  Chase,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles 
Lunt,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

BrLLERiCA,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  R.  K.  Underhill,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Berkeley-street  Church,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Pratt,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Central  Church,  Mrs.  William  S.  Houghton, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Brown,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Park-street  Church,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Spring, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Old  South  Church,  Miss  Abby  Walley,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Shawmut  Church,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Ambrose,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Boston,  Mass.  :  Union  Church,  Miss  Ella  Stetson,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

Boston  (Highlands),  Mass.  :  Eliot  Church,  Mrs.  Rufus  Ander- 
son, Pres. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs* 
Mary  E.  Cummings,  Sec'y;  Miss  E.  E.  Stone,  Treas. 

Boston  (Highlands),  Mass.  :  Highland  Church,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Howell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Basford,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss 
Nellie  Hall,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  N.  Stockwell,  Treas. 

Boston  (Highlands),  Mass  :  Walnut-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  C. 
A.  Aldrich,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  C.  Barry,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs. 
A.  W.  Tufts,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Boston  (Highlands),  Mass.  :  Vine-street  Church,  sabbath- 
school  class  of  Mr.  William  Callander,  Miss  Mary  J. 
Rowell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Boston  (East),  Mass.  :  Maverick  Church,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Coles- 
worthy,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  Hammet,  Treas.^ 
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Boston  (South),  Mass.  :  Phillips  Church,  Mrs.  Calvin  Shepard, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Jeremy  Drake,  Treas. 
Boston  (South),  Mass.  :  E-street  Church,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Bassett, 

Pres. ;    Mrs.  L.  S.  Hiskeli,  Sec'y. ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Putnam, 

Treas. 
Brookline,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Tyler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Langdon  S. 

Ward,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Susan  E.  Withington,  Treas. 
Burlington,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  A. 

Butters,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Woodman,  Treas. 
Cambridge,  Mass.  (composed  of  three  churches)  :  Directresses, 

Shepard  Church,  Mrs.  Alexander  McKenzie,  Mrs.  Henry 

Thayer;  North  Avenue  Church,  Mrs.  D.  O.  Means,  Mrs. 

Dawes ;  East  Cambridge  Church,  Mrs.  Dr.  Taylor,  Mrs. 

Fletcher.     Sec'y,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Pearson ;  Treas.,  Mrs.  Perley 

Morse. 
Cambridgeport,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Sumner  Albee,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Philip 

Greeley,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  H.  Rugg,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

L.  A.  Grover,  Treas. 
Chelsea,  Mass.  :   First  Church,  Miss   Ellen   M.   Stone,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Sophia  G.  Noyes,  Sec'y. 
Chelsea,  Mass.:    Broadway  Church,  Mrs.  Edwin  Carr,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Cleveland,  O.  :  First    Congregational  Church,  Miss  Sarah  E. 

Sheldon,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Loomis,  Treas. 
Dalton,  Mass.  :  Mrs.   A.  L.    Brown,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  P.   Mitchell, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Crane,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Carson, 

Treas. 
Darien,  Conn.  :  Miss  E.  H.  Bell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Mead,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Gleason,  Treas. 
Dedham,  Mass.  :  Mibs  M.  C.  Burgess,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Taft, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Emma  Brown,  Treas. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  ;   Mrs.   Frank   Wood,   Pres. :   Miss  M.  B. 

Means,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Preston,  Treas. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  :   Village  Church,  Miss  Amanda  Ruggles, 

Pres. ;  Miss  Josephine  K.  Wight,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Reuben 

Swan,  Treas.  # 

Dunstable,   Mass.:  Mrs.  F.  D.  Austin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Jennie  L. 

Taylor,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
East  Somerville,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William  S.  Hubbell,  Pres. 
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Everett,  Mass.  :  Mrs.   Charles  Atwood,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  Whit- 

temore,  Treas. 
Fall  River,  Mass.:  Mrs.  Col.  Richard  Borden,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Dr.   William  Adams,  Vice-Pres. ;   Miss   Carrie   Borden, 

Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Frances  J.  Runnels,  Treas. 
Foxborough,  Mass.  :   Mrs.  Erastus  P.  Carpenter,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Willard  Pettee,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  T.  Cary,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Ashael  Dean,  .Treas. 
Franklin,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William  M.  Thayer,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Grantville,  Mass.:   Mrs.   M.  L.   Force,    Pres.;    Miss    Sarah 

Batchelder,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Great    Barrington,   Mass.  :   Mrs.  Increase    Sumner,    Pres. ; 

Miss  Abbie   Russell,  Vice-Pres.;    Mrs.  Frederic    Sand- 
ford,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Helen  Bailey,  Treas. 
Greenwich,   Conn.  :  Mrs.  L.  P.  Hubbard,  Pres. ;  Miss  Amelia 

Mead,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Treat,  Treas. 
Hinsdale,  Mass  :  Mrs.  S.  A.  Warriner,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kit- 

tredge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hyde  Park,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Perley  B.  Davis,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George 

L.  Howard,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sturtevant,  Treas. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass  :  Mrs.  C.  L.  Mills,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Stedman, 

Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  K.  R.  Wendall,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  M.  Davis, 

Treas. 
Lawrence,  Mass.  :  Lawrence-street  Church,  Mrs.  Joshua  Coit, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Partridge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lawrence,  Mass.  :  Central  Church,  Mrs.  A.  J.  French,  Pres. 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Fisher,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lee,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Nahum  Gale,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Harrison   Garfield, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  M.  Eliza  Gibbs,  Sec'y :  Mrs.  Welling- 
ton Smith,  Treas. 
Lexington,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  H.  Merriam,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   L.  Pros- 

ser  and  Mrs.  Darling,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  E.  Baker, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lisbon,  Conn.  :  Mrs.  R.  K.  Matthewson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Littleton,  Mass.  :  Miss  A.  M.  Manning,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  James  C 

Houghton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lowell,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Nathan  Crosby,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sullivan  L. 

Ward,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  D.   Hall  Rice,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  O. 

A.  Brigham,  Treas. 
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Malden,   Mass.  :    Mrs.   Herbert   Gleason,   Pres.  ;    Mrs.   J.   B. 

Holm,  Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  Martha   Silvester,  Sec'y   and 

Treas. 
Medfield,  Mass.  :    Mrs.   Emily  W.    Cobb,   Pres. ;    Miss   Mary 

Lovell,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Mary  Ellis,  Treas. 
Medford,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  William  Haskins,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Mc- 

Collom,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  E.  Perry,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Medway,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.  P.  Phillips,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  S.  J.Metcalf, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Medway  (West),  Mass.:  Mrs.  S.  W.  Segur,  Pres.;  Miss  Emma 

E.  Hitchcock,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Addison  P.  Thayer,  Treas. 
Melrose,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Albert  J.  Bale,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leach, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Methuen,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  L.  H.  Blake,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  J.  A.  Towns, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Monterey,  Mass.:    Mrs.  James  A.  Clark,  Pres.;    Miss  M.  J. 

Twing,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Newton,  Mass.  :  Eliot  Church,  Mrs.  Dr.  L.   S.  Warner,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Martha    C.  Howe,  Sec'y;    Miss  Mary   P.   Jones, 

Treas. 
Newton  Centre,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.  R,.  Bishop,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Nelson 

Curtis,  Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  C.   B.   Richardson,   Sec'y    and 

Treas. 
Newtonville,  Mass.  :  Miss  Eliza  A.  Goodell,  Sec'y. 
North   Adams,   Mass.  :    Mrs.    Shepard   Thayer,  Pres. ;    Mrs. 

William  P.  Porter,  Sec'y. 
North   Haverhill,   N.H. :    Mrs.    Calvin   Terry,   Pres. ;    Miss 

Harriet  M.  Terry,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Moses  Kimball,  Treas. 
North  Somerville,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Lemuel  Gulliver,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Ellen  F.  Jones,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Whitaker,  Treas. 
North  Woburn,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  J.  P.  T.yler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles 

Anderson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Norton,  Mass.  ;  Wheaton  Female   Seminary,  Mrs.   C.  C.  Met- 

calf,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Pepperell,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  L.  B.  Oliver,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.  A.  Boyn- 

ton,  Sec'y. 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Dawes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Morley, 

Mrs.  J.  C.    West,  Mrs.    H.  G.  Davis,  and  Mrs.  Bailey, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Chickering,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Thomas 

Colt,  Treas. 
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Pittsfield,  Mass.  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Lamberson, 

Pres.;    Misses   Lucy   Dunham,   E.    Parish,    and   Hattie 

Pierson,   Vice-Pres.  ;   Mrs.   C.  A.  Tolnian,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

A.  W.  Crossman,  Treas. 
Reading,  Mass.  :  Mrs.    M.   M.    Temple,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E. 

Pratt,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leathe,  Treas. 
South  Egremont,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  A.   G.  Dickinson,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Mary   E.    U.   Benjamin,    Sec'y;    Mrs.    David    Dalzell, 

Treas. 
Taunton,  Mass.  ;  Mrs.  Harrison  Tweed,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James  H. 

Deane,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Briggs,  Treas. 
Townsend,  Mass.  :    Miss  Harriet  JST.    Spaulding,    Pres. ;    Miss 

Caroline  Fay,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  D.  Lowrie,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Wakefield,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  C.  R.  Bliss,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  E.  McKay, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  H.  Maddock,  Treas. 
Waltham,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  E.  Strong,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Morse, 

Mrs.  J.  Baker,  Directresses ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Marsh,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Walpole,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  Loring  Johnson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Martha  B. 

Lamson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ware,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  AVilliam  G.  Tuttle,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  E. 

Winslow,  Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  Lewis  'N.  Gilbert,    Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  George  G.  Hall,  Treas. 
Watertown,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  P.  Wilson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Caroline 

A.  Green,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waverly,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  E.  S.  Ewell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Roxbury,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  N.  G.  Clark,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   George 

Smith,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  R.  B.  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Whitinsville,  Mass.:    Mrs.    John   R.    Thurston,   Pres.;    Mrs. 

Edward  W.  Wood,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Williamstown,  Mass.  :  Mrs.  M.  H.  Hopkins,  Pres. ;  Miss  Eliza- 
beth  Pierce,    Sec'y ;  Mrs.    E.    S.    Chadbourne,    Acting 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wilmington,  Mass.:  Mrs.  Anna  E.  Mathews,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mary 

A.  Carter,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Rebecca  Eames,  Treas. 
Winchester,  Mass.  :   Mrs.    Harrison   Parker,    Pres. ;    Mrs.    Z. 

Abbott,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Julia  M.    Gage,   Sec'y ;  Miss 

Lizzie  Chapin,  Treas. 
Windham,  O. :  Miss  Mary  A.  Clark,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Adams,  Mass.  :  Little  Folks'  Mission-Circle. 
Auburndale,  Mass.  :  Juvenile  Missionary  Society. 
Blackinton,  Mass.  :  Busy  Bees. 
Boston,  Mass.:  Four  Circles  (Central  Church). 

"  "         Bartlett  Mission-Circle  (Old  South  Church). 

"  "         Young  Ladies' Mission-Circle  (Union  Church). 

"  "         Shawmut  Helpers. 

"  "         Shawmut  Branch  Circle. 

"  "         The  Lamplighters  (Berkeley-street  Church). 

Boston  Highlands  :  Little  Star  Circle. 

"  "  Anderson  Circle. 

"  "  Ferguson  Circle. 

Boston    (East)  :    Zulu  Helpers. 

"  «  Maverick  Rill. 

Boston  (South)  :  Willing  Hands. 

"  "  Cheerful  Workers." 

11  "  E-street  Mission-Circle. 

Brookline,  Mass.  :  Treasure- Seekers. 

"  "  Lilies-of-the-valley. 

"  "  Gleaners. 

"  "  Violets. 

"  "  Hope  Circle. 

"  "  Buds  of  Promise. 

"  "  Cheerful  Givers. 

«  "  Charity  Circle. 

11  "  Moss-Roses. 

"  "  Orioles. 

"  "  Sparrows. 

u  "  Excelsior. 

"  "  Honey-Bees. 

"  "  Loch  Stead. 

Brooklyn,    N.Y. :     Armstrong  Mission-Circle. 
Cambridge,  Mass.  :  Jewel-Seekers. 

"  "  Little  Workers. 

"  "  Willing  Helpers. 

Cambridge    (North)  :  Rosebuds. 
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Cambridgeport,  Mass.  :  Wiyuh  Workers. 

"  "  Children's  Mission-Circle. 

Chelsea,  Mass.  :  Busy  Bees. 

"  "  Pilgrim  Band. 

Crown  To int,  N.Y. :  Willing  Hearts. 
Dalton,  Mass.  :  Mission-Circle. 
Darien,  Conn.  :  Busy  Bees. 

"  "         Sunbeams. 

Dedham,  Mass.  :  Broad  Oak  Helpers. 
Dorchester,  Mass.  :  Village  Church  ;  Band  of  Faith, 
East  Taunton,  Mass.:  Mission-Circle. 
Everett,  Mass.  :  Everett  Crusaders. 
Fall  River,  Mass.  :  Willing  Helpers. 
Falmouth,  Mass  . :  Seaside  Gleaners. 
Greenwich,  Conn.  :  Banner  of  Light. 
Hatfield,  Mass.  :  Hatfield  Gleaners. 
Hinsdale,  Mass.  :  Mountain  Rill. 
Hyde  Park,  Mass.  :  Wayside  Gleaners. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  :  Wide  Awakes. 
Lawrence,  Mass.  :  The  Little  Nightingale. 
Lee,  Mass.:  Young  Ladies'  Mission  Circle. 
Lowell,  Mass.  :  Cheerful  Workers. 

"         "  Merry  Workers. 

Malden,  Mass.  :  Star  Circle. 
Medfield,  Mass.  :  Morning-Glories. 
Medway,  Mass.  :  Medway  Gleaners. 
Methuen,  Mass.  :  Little  Christian  Workers. 
Newton,  Mass.  :  Eliot  Mission-Circle. 
Newton  Centre,  Mass.  :  Little  People's  Mission-Circle. 
North  Adams,  Mass.  :   Little  Helpers. 
North  Somerville,  Mass.  :  Earnest  Workers. 
Pittsfield,  Mass.  :  Snowflakes. 

"  "  South  Church  Mission  Circle. 

Putnam,  Conn.  :  The  Mission- Workers. 
Reading,  Mass.  :  Reading  Rill. 

"  "  Children's  Missionary  Society. 

Somerville,  Mass.  :  Square  Circle. 
Wakefield,  Mass.  :  Willing  Workers. 
Walpole,  Mass.  :  Little  Gleaners. 


42 


Wareham,  Mass.  :  Merry  Gleaners. 
West  Hampton,  Mass.  :  Mission- Circle. 
"West  Medway,  Mass.  :  Olive-Plants. 
Williamsburg,  Mass.  :  Juvenile  Mission-Circle. 
Winchester,  Mass.  :  Seek-and-Save  Society. 
Windham,  0.  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle. 
Woburn,  Mass.  :  Woburn  Workers. 


REPORT   OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Rat  Palmer,  205  Mt.  Pleasant  Avenue,  Newark. 
"Vice-Presidents. 


Miss  Anna  P.  Halset,  Orange,  N.J. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  Washington,  D.C. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Lockwood,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Danforth,  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  Lyman  Whiting,  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  Nelson  F.  Evans,  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Brown,  Newark,  1st  Church. 
Mrs.  Ray  Palmer,  Belle-avenue  Church, 

Newark. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Reynolds,  Jersey  City,  1st  Ch. 


Mrs.  Cyrus  Pickett,  Jersey  City  Heights. 
Mrs,  R.  G.  Greene,  Orange,  N.J. 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Boyce,  East  Orange,  N.J. 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Bradford,  Montclair,  N.J. 
Mrs.  Rose,  Paterson,  N.J. 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Munn,  Stanley,  N.J. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Crane,  Middletown,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  L.  T.  Burbank,  Herndon,  Va. 
Mrs.  S.  Lee  Hillyer,  Woodbridge,  N.J. 
Mrs.  Roberts,  Plainfleld,  N.J. 


Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  E.  L.  Goodell,  Preston  Retreat,  Philadelphia. 
Mrs.  James  H.  Stewart,  Newark,  N.J. 
Miss  Anna  P.  Halsey,  Orange,  N.J. 


Treasurer. 

Mrs.  Austin  W.  Goodell,  2013  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  Philadelphia. 

The  Philadelphia  branch,  though  the  first-born  of  the  Woman's 
Board,  increases  slowly,  and  its  changes  from  year  to  year  are  so 
slight  as  hardly  to  require  a  new  report ;  yet  here,  in  our  sixth 
greeting,  we  are  glad  to  record  during  the  past  twelvemonth  the 
formation  of  one  new  auxiliary,  that  of  Woodbridge,  N.J. 

The  money  collected  in  1876  was  $1,652.43.  These  figures  do 
not  make  any  great  show  in  the  treasury ;  for  many  of  us,  like 
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Peter,  can  say,  "  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none ;  "  but  they  are  the 
offerings  of  earnest,  willing  hearts  :  and,  in  looking  back  over  the 
past  year,  we  can  see  a  steady  growth  and  interest  awakened  and 
deepened  in  the  missionary  work. 

The  monthly  meetings  have  been  held  through  "  rain  and  sun- 
shine ;  "  and  the  little  company  gathered  together  have  felt  God's 
presence  in  their  midst.  When  dear  ones  we  support  in  Japan 
and  Turkey  write  that  they  can  afford  to  lose  our  money,  but 
they  cannot  afford  to  lose  our  prayers,  it  has  made  us  more  con- 
stant and  faithful  in  pleading  for  them  at  the  mercy-seat ;  and, 
while  asking  for  blessings  upon  them  and  their  schools,  God  has 
come  very  near,  and  blessed  us  also. 

The  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  October  last  at  Newark,  was  a 
very  pleasant  one.  Letters  from  Miss  Proctor  of  Aintab  and  Miss 
Gouldy  of  Osaka  gave  encouraging  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
their  respective  schools ;  and  now,  while  the  doors  of  Japan  are 
flung  wide  open,  all  feel  what  a  privilege  it  is  to  further  educa- 
tion in  those  islands  of  the  sea. 

One  interesting  feature  of  this  meeting  was  the  realization  of 
work  actually  accomplished  by  the  branch.  Two  girls  in  Turkey, 
educated  and  supported  for  four  years  by  the  "  Ivy-Leaves,"  "  Car- 
rier-Doves," and  "  Orange-Buds  "  Mission-Circles,  have  graduated 
with  honor,  —  the  one  from  the  Constantinople  Home,  and  the 
other  from  the  Aintab  School,  —  and  have  now  gone  out  as  teach- 
ers to  impart  their  learning  to  others,  and  "  be  a  light  ninto  them 
who  sit  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death." 

E.  L.  Goodell,  Secretary. 


ASSOCIATE   SOCIETIES. 

Plainfield,  N.J. :  Mrs.  Roberts,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Peter  Bogert,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  48. 
Woodbridge,  N.J. :  Mrs.    S.    Lee    Hillyer,  Pres. ;   Miss    Mary 

Cutter,  Sec'y;  Miss  Annie  Thompson,  Treas.;  members, 

25. 
Stanley,  N.Y. :  Mrs.  J.  L.  Munn,  Pres.  and  Treas. ;  Mrs.  A. 

W.  French,  Rec.  Sec'y ;  Miss  Nettie  French,  Cor.  Sec'y ; 

members,  10. 
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Montclair,  N.J. :  Mrs.  A.  H.  Bradford,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Edward 
Sweet,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Samuel  Holmes,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 
L.  W.  Rodman,  Treas. 

Montclair  :  "  Montclair  Blossoms,"  Miss  Hattie  Brown,  Pres. ; 
Miss  Annie  Bull,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Lizzie  Weston, 
Directress ;  Miss  Lizzie  Johnson,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sadie 
Van-Lennep,  Treas. ;  members,  31 ;  honorary  members,  3. 

Orange,  N.J. :  Mrs.  R.  G.  Greene,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  P.  Hal- 
sey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Dr.  W.  Pierson,  Treas. ;  members,  30. 

Orange,  N.J. :  Mission-Circle,  Miss  Adele  Greene,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Sarah  R.  Adams,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Annie  E„  Quimby  Treas. ; 
members,  44  ;  honorary  members,  6. 

Middletown,  N.Y. :  Mrs.  J.  B.  Crane,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Conk- 
ling,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Emeline  Moore,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 
William  C.  McNish,  Treas. 

Newark,  N.J. :  First  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  William 
Brown,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  F.  S.  Dougherty,  Vice-Pres. ; 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Taft,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Robotham,  Treas. 

Newark,  N.  J. :  "Workers  for  Jesus,"  Mrs.  William  Brown, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Dougherty,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Nellie 
Hobbs,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Mamie  Dickinson,  Treas. 

Newark,  N.J.  :  Belleville-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  Ray  Palmer, 
Pres.;  Mrs.  George  M.  Boynton,  Sec'y;  Miss  Hattie 
Palmer,  Treas. 

Newark,  N.J. :  Mission-Band,  Miss  Sarah  Holmes,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Carrie  Breath,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Minnie  W.  Palmer,  Treas. 

Paterson,  N.J. :  Mrs.  Crosby,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  Courter,  Sec'y ; 
Mrs.  S.  P.  Rose,  Treas. 

Jersey  City,  N.J. :  Missionary  Auxiliary  of  First  Congregation- 
al Church,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Reynolds,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George 
Clarke,  Vice-Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hunt,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  M.M. 
Speers,  Treas. ;  members,  30. 

Jersey  City,  N.J. :  "  Earnest  Workers  "  Mission-Circle,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Gopsill,  Pres. ;  Miss  Emma  Rose,  Sec'y ;  Miss 
Flora  Houston,  Treas. 

Jersey  City,  N.J. :  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  C. 
Pickett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  Sheffield,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Anna 
Shore,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Nettie  French,  Treas. 

Philadelphia:  Mrs.  Nelson  F.  E  vans,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  May- 
nard,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Goodell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Philadelphia  :   "  Carrier-Doves,"  Miss   E.   L.  Goodell,   Pres. ; 

Miss  Liddie  B.  Harper,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Philadelphia  :  "  Snowflakes."      This  mission-circle  consists  of 

the  entire  infant  school  of  the  Central  Congregational 

Church;  members,  56. 
Philadelphia  :    Plymouth    Congregational     Church,    Mrs.     L« 

Whiting,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Adams,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  A.  E. 

Travis,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Whiting,  Treas. 
Washington,   D.C. :  Mrs.  S.    C.  Pomeroy,  Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  W. 

Chickering,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  D.  C.  Patterson,  Treas. 
Washington,  D.C.   :  "  Ivy-Leaves,"   Miss  Addie    Smith,  Pres.  ; 

Miss  Lizzie   Coleman,  Sec'y ;   Miss  Fannie  Chickering, 

Treas. 
Baltimore  :  Mrs.  H.  C.  Lockwood,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  T.  I.  Holmes, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  Martin  Hawley,    Sec'y ;  Mrs.    R.    H. 

Hawley,  Treas. 
Baltimore    :    "  Baltimore  Bees,"   Miss   Lottie   Martins,   Pres.  ? 

Miss  Amelia  Grimm,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mabel  Latham,  Treas. 
Herndon,  Va.  :  Mrs.  S.  V.  Burbank,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Sweetser, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Laura  Burton,  Treas. 


LIFE-MEMBERS   MADE   THROUGH    THE    PHILADEL- 
PHIA  BRANCH   IN    1875. 

Denison,  Mrs.  J.  H.  I  Miles,  Mrs.  E.  D.  W. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW-HAVEN  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Bukdett  Hakt,  261  Ferry  Street. 
Honorary  Vice-President. 

Mrs.  0.  P.  Hubbard,  65  West  19th  Street,  New  York. 
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Mrs.  F.  A.  Noble,  128  Temple  Street. 
Mrs.  T.  D.  Woolset,  250  Church  Street. 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Prudden,  43  Grove  Street. 
Mrs.     Wooster   Hotchkiss,    124  .  High 

Street. 
Mrs.    J.   J.    Hough,  Danbury,    Fairfield 

Count}-. 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Willcox,  Stamford,  Fairfleld 

County. 


"Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Bonar,  New  Milford,  Litch- 
field County. 

Miss  M.  P.  Hinsdale,  West  Winsted, 
Litchfield  County. 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Smith,  Middletown,  Middlesex 
County. 

Mrs.  S.  McCall,.  East  Haddam,  Middle- 
sex County. 


Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  D.  Hume,  15  Home  Place. 

Home  Secretaries. 

Mrs.  D.  Murdoch,  58  Trumbull  Street. 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Adam,  139  Elm  Street. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Wtllts  Peck,  113  College  Street. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  Julia  Twining,  137  Elm  Street. 

Assistant  Secretaries. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Fairchild.  Miss  Fannie  Walker. 

Auditor. 

Koger  S.  White,  Esq.,  69  Church  Street. 

The  New  Haven  branch  completed  its  fifth  year  in  May,  1876  ; 
and,  if  we  look  at  its  wonderful  progress  and  growth  in  this  short 
time,  we  can  only  say,  "  Surely  it  is  the  Lord's  work.  He  has 
sown  the  seed  and  watered  it,  and  has  blessed  it  with  the  sun- 
beams of  his  favor." 

The  monthly  meetings  throughout  the  year  show  unabated 
interest,  the  chapel  used  being  always  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

Several  county  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  —  two 
in  Litchfield  County,  two  in  Fairfield  County,  and  one  in  Middle- 
sex ;  and  they  have  invariably  been  productive  of  good  results. 
We  have  found  the  co-operation  of  our  six  county  vice-presidents 
very  helpful  indeed.  They  are  in  close  and  constant  contact 
with  the  various  auxiliaries  in  their  districts  ;  they  communicate 
frequently  with  the  secretaries  in  New  Haven  ;  and,  once  a  year, 
they  alternately  attend  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee. 

We  celebrated  the  centennial  year  by  bringing  the  number  of 
our  auxiliaries  up  to  one  hundred  before  our  Annual  Meeting:  since 
then,  we  have  added  four  more,  making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
four  auxiliaries  and  fifty-nine  mission-circles. 
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We  support  seven  missionaries,  sixteen  Bible-readers,  seventy- 
six  girls  in  mission  boarding-schools,  three  teachers,  and  three  day 
schools.  We  have  fitted  up  one  more  room  in  the  Constantinople 
Home,  making,  in  all,  five  rooms  which  we  have  furnished.  We 
have  given  one  thousand  dollars  in  shares  for  the  building  of  the 
new  school  at  Marsovan ;  and  for  this  year  we  have  pledged  one 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Kioto  Home,  Japan. 

The  receipts  reported  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May  were 
$14,908.52,  showing  an  increase  of  $2,258.00  on  the  previous  year. 
Is  not  this  cause  for  true  thankfulness  ?  and  may  we  not  go  on  our 
way  nothing  doubting? 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Adam,  Home  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 


Ansonta  :  Mrs.  Mary  Terry,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Theodore  Terry,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Payson,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  L. 
Hill,  Treas. 

Barkhamsted  :  Mrs.  Horace  Case,  Pres. 

Bethel  :  Mrs.  George  F.  Waters,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Benedict, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  W.  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas ;  mem- 
bers, 40. 

Bethlehem:  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Peck,  Pres.;  Miss  Mary  Hum- 
phrey, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Caroline  H.  Bird,  Treas. ;  members, 
41. 

Birmingham  :  Mrs.  G.  W.  Shelton,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Charles  Brad- 
ley, Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  E.  E.  R.  Hawley,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. ;  members,  82. 

Bridgeport  :  Mrs.  C.  R.  Palmer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edwin  Johnson, 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Davenport,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Hawley,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  J.  Clarke,  Treas. ;  members, 
300. 

Canaan  :  Mrs.  L.  H.  Reid,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  W.  Adam,  Sec'y  ; 
Mrs.  George  Gillette,  Treas.  ;  members,  27. 

Centrebrook  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Griswold,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Kel- 
sey,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stoddard,  Sec'y ;  Miss  H  S. 
Comstock,  Treas.;  members,  31. 
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Cheshire  :    Mrs.  John  M.  Wollcott,  Pres.,  Sec'y,  and   Treas. ; 

members,  35. 
Chester  :  Mrs.  George  M.  Abbey,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Hiram  H.  Clark, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  N.  Clark,  Treas. ;  members,  24. 
Colchester:  Mrs.   S.   G.  Willard,  Pres.;    Mrs.  W.  S.   Curtis, 

Cor.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Elijah  Ransom,  Rec.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Wheeler,  Treas. 
Colebrook  :  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Russell,  Pres. 
Cornwall  :  Mrs.  S.  J.  White,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  C.  Monson,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Danbury  :   First  Church,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hough,  Pres. ;  Miss  Caro- 
line  Seeley,    Vice-Pres. ;    Miss    Mary    E.    Stone,    Cor. 

Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  Eliza  Talcott,  Rec.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George 

E.  Ryder,  Treas. ;  members,  150. 
Deep  River  :   Mrs.  Sara  Knausse,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Ellen  Gladding, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Miss    Emma    Pratt,    Sec'y ;     Mrs.    Emma 

Southworth,  Treas. 
Derby  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Vorce,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sawyer,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Anna  M.  Sperry,  Treas. ;  members,  52. 
East  Haddam  :  Mrs.  James  Alexander,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Eugene  W. 

Chaffee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  27. 
East   Hampton  :    First  Church,  Mrs.  J.   S.  Ives,  Pres. ;   Mrs. 

H.  V.  Barton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.   A.   Sexton,   Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Philo  Bevin,  Treas. ;  members,  25. 
East  Hampton  :    Union    Church,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Griswold,  Pres.  ; 

Miss  Julia  A.  West,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  G.  Cone,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  1 7. 
East  Haven  :  Mrs.  D.  W.  Havens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  Wood- 
ward, Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Albert  Forbes,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ; 

members,  36. 
Easton  :  Mrs. Rufus  Wheeler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Martin  Dudley,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  Julia  Edwards,  Treas. ;  members,  66. 
Ellsworth  :   Mrs.  J.   O.   Stevenson,  Pres. ;   Miss  J.  H.  Reed, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  C.  Dunbar,  Treas. ;  members,  29. 
Fair    Haven  :    Second    Church,   Mrs.  Nelson   Linsley,   Pres.  ; 

Mrs.  Herbert   Barnes,  Vice-Pres.  ;    Mrs.    H.    C.    Hurd, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Lester  Mallory,  Treas. 
Falls  Village  :  Mrs.  N.  H.  Miner,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  J.  Bonney, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  L.  P.  Dean,  Treas. ;  members,  14. 
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Georgetown  :  Mrs.  Aaron  Osborne,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edwin  Gilbert, 
Sec'y;  Mrs.  Sturges  Bennett,  Treas. ;  members,  15. 

Goshen  :  Mrs.  Timothy  A.  Hazen,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  B.  Norton, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  Maria  Norton,  Treas. ;  members,  14. 

Haddam  :  Mrs.  E.  E.  Lewis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Brainerd,  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Odber,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Osmer  Smith,  Cor.  Sec'y; 
Miss  C.  R.  Kelsey,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  25. 

Higganum  :  Mrs.  Sylvester  Hine,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hull,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  J.  Usher,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  Price,  Treas.  ; 
members,  20. 

Kent:  Mrs.  John  Hopson,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Sarah  A.  Pratt,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Hopson,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles 
Edwards,  Treas. ;  members,  28. 

Killingworth  :  Mrs.  William  Miller,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lane, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  74. 

Litchfield  :  Mrs.  G.  C.  Woodruff,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Rich- 
ards, Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  65. 

Madison  :  Mrs.  J.  T.  Lee,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  D.  Tuttle,  Cor.  Sec'y ; 
Miss  L.  B.  Lee,  Rec.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Samuel  Willard, 
Treas. ;  members,  240. 

Meriden  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Hinman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Levi 
Merriam,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Alfred  H.  Hall,  Cor.  Sec'y  ; 
Mrs.  John  Billard,  Rec.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Robert  Spencer, 
Treas.  ;  members,  84. 

Meriden  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  Edward  Hungerford,  Pres.  ; 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Winslow,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Frank  Ives,  Treas. 

Middlefield  :  Mrs.  A.  C.  Denison,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  E.  Deni- 
son,  Sec'y ;  members,  13. 

Middle  Haddam  :  Mrs.  R.  D.  Tibbals,  Pres. ;  Miss  Harriet 
Roberts,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  Strong,  Cor.  Sec'y  ; 
Miss  Fannie  W.  Norton,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 27. 

Middletown  :  First  Church,  Miss  Emily  Tracy,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Sarah  Sill,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Hazen,  Sec'y  and 
Treas.  ;  members,  63. 

Middletown  :    South   Church  ;  Mrs.  E.   S.   Hubbard,  Pres. 
Miss  Mary  Baldwin,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  F.  Browning, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Nellie  A.  Douglas,  Treas. ;  members,  38. 

Milton  :  Mrs.  George  J.  Harrison,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Gilbert  Page, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  23. 
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Monroe  :  Mrs.  William  H.  Curtiss,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  D.  Burr, 
Cor.  Sec'y ;  Miss  Rebecca  S.  Curtis,  Home  Sec'y ;  Miss 
Harriet  L.  Beardsley,  Treas. ;  members,  41. 

Morris  :  Mrs.  Silas  Stockman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  M.  Ensign, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  Libbie  Butler,  Treas. ;  members,  50. 

Mount  Carmel  :  Mrs.  James  Ives,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Miln, 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Smith,  Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  D.  H.  Cooper, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  39. 

Naugatuck  :  Miss  Ellen  Spencer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Brundage, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Eli  Barnum,  Secy ;  Mrs.  Amos  Hills, 
Treas. ;  Mrs.  H.  D.  Patterson,  Ass't  Treas. ;  members,  32. 

New  Britain  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Isaac  N.  Lee,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
Mortimer  H.  Stanley,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Miss  Alice  G.  Stan- 
ley, Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  63. 

New  Britain  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  Samuel  Rockwell,  Pres.  ; 
Mrs.  Charles  Peck,  Cor.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  J.  Warren  Tuck, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  50. 

New  Haven  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Noble,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
D.  C.  Collins,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Harriet  J.  Perry,  Sec'y  ; 
Miss  Susan  L.  Bradley,  Treas.;  members,  128. 

New  Haven  :  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Mrs.  Lewis  Fitch,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  G.  P.  Prudden,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Fairchild, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

New  Haven  :  College-street  Church,  Mrs.  Luman  Cowles,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  William  R.  Guernsey,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

New  Haven:  Davenport  Church,  Mrs.  I.  C.  Meserve,  Pres.; 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Pardee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

New  Haven  :  Dwight-place  Church,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Fabrique,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  E.  N.  Whittlesey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  D.  C.  Pratt,  Treas. 

New  Haven:  East  Church,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Hibbard,  Pres.; 
Mrs.  Fanny  E.  Bartlett,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Cole- 
man, Treas. 

New  Haven  :  Fair  Haven  First  Church,  Mrs.  Burdett  Hart, 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Willis  Hemingway,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Julia  M. 
Williams,  Treas. 

New  Haven:  Howard-avenue  Church,  Mrs.  E.  Force,  Pres.; 
Miss  Sarah  B.  Moffatt,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  48. 

New  Haven  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  Edward  Hawes,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
S.  L.  Cady,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  A.  McAlister,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 74. 
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New  Haven  :  Temple-street  Church,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Lathrop,  Pres. 

members,  33. 
New  Haven:  Third  Church,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Dennen,  Pres.;  Mrs.  H. 

Beebe,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  58. 
New  Haven  :  Yale-college  Church,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Woolsey,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  Cyrus  Northrop,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  38. 
New  Milford  :   Mrs.  J.  B.  Bonar,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.   S.  Rogers, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  C.  B.  Bennett,  Sec'y ;   Miss  Sophia 

Hine,  Treas.  ;  members,  113. 
New  Preston  :  Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Averill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  P.  Burn- 
ham,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Ellen  M.  Averill,  Treas.,  members,  73. 
Newtown  :   Mrs.   Henry  Fairchild,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   J.   P.   Hoyt, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  J.  Wheeler,  Treas. ;    members,  27. 
Norfolk  :  Miss  Sarah  Curtis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Alice  Eldridge,  Sec'y; 

and  Treas. 
North  Branford  :   Mrs.  E.    L.   Clark,  Pres. ;    Miss  Mary  E. 

Wheadon,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  H.  Munger,  Treas. ;  mem- 
bers, 30. 
Northfield  :  Mrs.  Laura  H.  Catlin,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Turner, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  James  Smith,  Treas. 
Northford  :   Mrs.  George  De  F.  Folsom,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles 

Foote,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  B.  M.  Page,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ; 

members,  50. 
North  Haven  :  Mrs.  William  Reynolds,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  F.  Lins- 

ley,  Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  E.  Linsley,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Anna 

E.  Bishop,  Treas. 
North  Woodstock  :  Mrs.  S.  C.  Morse,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  R.  Child, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  31. 
Norwalk  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Curtis,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Hamilton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  E.  W.  Brown,  Rec.  Sec'y ; 

Miss  C.  E.  Raymond,  Cor.  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Oxford  :    Mrs.  John  Churchill,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  N.  J.  Wilcoxson, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  William  Clark,  Treas. 
Plymouth  :  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wells,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Horace  Fenn,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  14. 
Prospect  :   Mrs.  B.   B.  Brown,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   B.    Gillette,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Franklin  Countryman,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Redding  :  Mrs.  S.  G.  Law,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  Osborne,  Vice-Pres.  ; 

Mrs.    Thomas    Sanford,    Sec'y ;    Miss    Abby    Sanford, 

Treas. ;  members,  14. 
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Ridgefield  :   Mrs.  Calvin  H.  Kendall,  Pres. ;   Miss  Sarah  A. 
Keeler,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  Northrop,  Treas. ;  members, 
26. 
Riverton  :  Mrs.  Arba  Alford,  Pres. ;  Miss  Annie  Alford,  Sec'y 

and  Treas.;  members,  12. 
Roxbury  :    Miss  Helen   Blackman,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   N.    R.  Smith, 
Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  H.  E.   Bradley,   Sec'y  ;   Mrs.  D.  E. 
Jones,  Treas. ;  members,  73. 
Salisbury  :  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jewell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Holley, 
Cor.  Sec'y  ;    Mrs.  B.  S.  Thompson,  Sec'y  and  Treas.  ; 
members,  63. 
Saybrook  :  Mrs.  F.  N.  Zabriskie,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Giles  F.  Ward, 
Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Agnes  A.  Acton,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy  B. 
Ward,  Treas. 
Sharon  :  Mrs.  H.  B.  Bullions,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lina  S.  Roberts,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. ;  members,  16. 
Sherman  :    Mrs.   E.   P.   Herrick,   Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mason   Pickett, 

Vice-Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Maltby  Gelston,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Britain  :  Mrs.  D.  Merwin  Mitchell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  C. 

Baldwin,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Mitchell,  Treas. 
Southbury  :  Mrs.  S.  M.  Hartwell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sherman  Tuttle, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  34. 
South  Canaan  :  Mrs.  Laura  Kellogg,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Man- 
ley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  25. 
Stamford  :  Mrs.  G.  B.  Willcox,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Theodore  Daven- 
port, Vice-Pres.;    Mrs.   John  Davenport,   Rec.    Sec'y; 
Miss  Rosalie  B.  Spalding,  Cor.  Sec'y;  Mrs.  A.  P. Beales, 
Treas. ;  members,  25. 
Thomaston  :    Mrs.   J.  W.  Backus,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abbie  Potter, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  75. 
Torringford  :  Mrs.  W.   O.  Barber,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  A.  V.  Birge, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Woodward,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Trumbull  :  Mrs.  N.  T.  Merwin,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   C.  Newell  Brins- 

made,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  46. 
Warren:  Mrs.  Charles  Hine,  Sec'y  and  Treas.;  members,  18. 
Washington  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  Richards,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Willis  S.  Col- 
ton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  42. 
Waterbury:    First   Church,  Mrs.  John   Dutton,   Pres.;    Mrs. 
Theodore  S.  Buel,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Edwards, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  63. 
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Waterbury:  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Israel  Holmes,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

D.  F.  Maltby,  Vice-Pres.;   Mrs.  S.  C.  Bartlett,  Sec'y; 

Miss  Gertrude  E.  Cooke,  Treas. ;  members,  70. 
Watertown;    Mrs.   Eli   Curtiss,  Pres.;   Mrs.  Dr.  Hungerford, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Munger,  Treas. ;  members,  63. 
Westbrook:    Mrs.   Reuben    Stannard,    Pres.;    Mrs.  Dana  B. 

Page,   Vice-Pres.  and  Sec'y;  Miss  Alice   Dee,   Treas.; 

members,  25. 
Westchester  :  Mrs.  H.  Bell,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Samuel  Brown,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Almira  West,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Jerusha  A. 

Adams,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  members,  23. 
West  Haven  :  Mrs.  James  B.  Reynolds,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  H.  Peet, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Haven  :  Oak  Hill  Seminary,  Mrs.  S.  E.  W.  Atwater,  Pres. 
Westport:  Mrs.  Thomas   R.  Lees,  Pres.;   Miss  M.   E.  Coley, 

Vice-Pres.;    Miss   Eliza   G.   Burr,    Sec'y;    Mrs.  B.   L. 

Woodworth,  Treas. ;  members,  43. 
Westville  :   Mrs.   J.  L.  Willard,  Pres. ;    Miss  M.   F.  Benton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;   members,  65. 
Whitneyville  :  Mrs.  Austin  Putnam,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Luthera  C. 

Dayton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Elias  Dickerman,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs. 

J.  Tinkey,  Treas. ;  members,  40. 
Walton  :  Miss  Miranda  B.  Merwin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Amanda  Jordan 

and  Miss  Kate  DeForest,  Vice-Pres.;    Miss  Jennie  H. 

Olmstead,  Sec'y  and  Treas.;  members,  47. 
Winsted  :  Mrs.  Normand  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  P.  Hinsdale, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wolcottville  :  Mrs.  A.  E.  Perrin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  C.  Cal- 
houn, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  H.  Welch,  Treas. ;  members,  25. 
Woodbury  :   North  Church,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hotchkiss,  Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

John  Ward,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Seth  Hollister,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. ;  members,  23. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Colebrook  :  Laurel-Leaves. 
Cornwall  :  Hillside  Workers. 
Derby  :  Mission- Workers,  Blue  Violets. 
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East  Haddam  :  Willing  Helpers. 

East  Hampton  :  Earnest  Mission-Helpers. 

East  Haven  :  Young  Workers. 

Fair  Haven  :  Willing  Workers. 

Georgetown  :  Buds  of  Promise. 

Haddam  :  Ladies'  Mission-Band. 

Litchfield  :  Daisy  Chain. 

Madison  :  Willing  Hearts. 

Meriden:  Cheerful  Givers. 

Middle  Haddam  :  Earnest  Workers. 

New  Britain  :  Centre  Church,  Little  Givers. 

New  Britain:  South  Church,  Cheerful  Givers. 

New  Haven  :  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Aurora,  Faithful  Work- 
ers, Morning-star  Circle. 

New  Haven  :  College-street  Church,  Cheerful  Workers,  Givers- 
on-Trust,  Wide- Awakes. 

New  Haven  :  Davenport  Church,  Little  Workers. 

New  Haven  :  East  Church,  Children's  Missionary  Aid  Society. 

New  Haven  :  Fair  Haven  First  Church,  Lilies-of-the- Valley, 
Pearl- Seekers. 

New  Haven  :  North  Church,  Silver  Bells,  West  End  Institute 
(Mrs.  Cady's  School),  Young  Twigs. 

New  Haven  :  Third  Church,  Mission-Band,  Miss  Lottie  Chan- 
dler's Mission-Circle. 

New  Milford  :  Golden  Links,  Star  Circle. 

Norfolk  :  Home  Jewels,  Wide- Awakes. 

North  Woodstock  :  Coral- Workers. 

Norwalk:  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Band,  Young  Folks'  Circle, 
Sunbeam  Circle. 

Plymouth  :  Arbutus- Gleaners. 

Saybrook  :  Seaside  Mission-Band. 

Sharon  :  Busy  Bees. 

Somers  :  Willing  Workers  for  Jesus. 

South  Britain:  Mite-Gleaners. 

South  Norwalk  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Band. 

Stamford  :  Bippowam  Mission -Circle. 

Thomaston  :  Free  Givers,  News'  Bearers. 

Waterbury  :  First  Church,  Mission-Circle. 

Waterbury:  Second  Church,  Youno;  Ladies'  Mission- Circle. 
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Waterbtjry  :  Five  Brothers. 

Watertown  :  Earnest  Workers,  Little  Gleaners,  Juvenile  Mis- 
sionary Association. 
Westbrook  :  Seaside  Mission- Gleaners. 

West  Haven  :  Missionary  Helpers,  Missionary  Seed-Planters. 
Westville  :  Cosey  Circle. 
Clinton  :  Centennial  Band. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 
Bridgeport  :  North  Church  Sunday  School. 
Cheshire  :  Mrs.  Paddock's  Bible  Class. 
Middle  Haddam  :  Second  Church  Sunday  School. 
Middletown  :  Mrs.  Dyer's  Bible  Class. 
New  Haven  :  Centre  Church,  Miss  Tucker's  Bible  Class. 
New  Haven:  Davenport  Church  Sunday  School,  Third  Church 

Sunday  School,  and  Infant  Class. 
Saybrook  :  Sunday  School. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH  THE  NEW  HAVEN 
BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Adams,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Alexander,  Mrs.  James. 
Bassett,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Beckwith,  Mrs.  Carrie. 
Beckwith,  Miss  Millie. 
Benham,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Bradley,  Miss  Emily  A. 
Bradley,  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  Catherine  E. 
Brinsmade,  Mrs.  C.  Newell. 
Brinsmade,  Mrs.  Orpha. 
Case,  Miss  Jane  E. 
Davenport,  Mrs.  J.  6. 
Dayton,  Miss  Cynthia  E. 
Downes,  Miss  Chloe. 
Easton,  Mrs.  Robert  F.  B. 
Ensign,  Mrs.  William  M. 
Fairchild,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Fitch,  Miss  Georgie. 
Folsom,  Mrs.  George  DeT. 


Gilbert,  Miss  Amie  P. 
Gilbert,  Miss  Sadie  C. 
Hamlin,  Miss  Hattie. 
Hartwell,  Mrs.  Sherman. 
Havens,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Hawes,  Mrs.  Edward. 
Hazen,  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Hill,  Mrs.  Martha  C.  T. 
Hinsdale,  Miss  Mary  P. 
Hotchkiss,  Miss  Sarah. 
Jewell,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Jones,  Mrs.  D.  E. 
Knapp,  Miss  Sarah. 
Lewis,  Miss  Hattie. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  Philo. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
McCall,  Miss  Henrietta. 
Maltby,  Miss  Jane  A. 
Maltby,  Miss  Mary  M. 
Merwin,  Mrs.  Samuel  J.  M. 
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Noble,  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Noble,  Miss  Mary  Perry. 
North,  Mrs.  Frederick  H. 
Peck,  Mrs.  James. 
Prudden,  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Redfield,  Miss  Came  H. 
Ritchie,  Mrs.  Emily  P. 
Salter,  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Scranton,  Miss  Clara  S. 
Shelton,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Skinner,  Miss  Mary. 


Sterling,  Miss  Bertha. 
Sterling,  Mrs.  Daniel. 
Townsend,  Miss  M.  H. 
Townsend,  Mrs.  George. 
Trowbridge,  Mrs.  E.  H.  jun. 
Turney,  Mrs.  Thomas. 
Tyler,  Mrs.  Ralph. 
Whittelsey,  Miss  Susan  E. 
Wilcox,  Miss  Ida  E. 
"Wright,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Yale,  Mrs.  Isaac  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  VERMONT  BRANCH. 


Mrs.  Henry  Robinson,  South  Hero 

Grand  Isle  County. 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Swift,  Enosburg,  for  Frank- 
lin County. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Wild,  Newport,  for  Orleans 

County. 
Mrs.  George  A.  Perkins,  Lunenburg,  for 

Essex  County. 
Mrs.  George  P.  Byington,  "Westford,  for 

Chittenden  County. 
Mrs.  D.  W.  Hardy,  Stowe,  for  Lamoille 

County. 
Mrs.  C.   M.    Stone,  St.  Johnsbury,  for 

Caledonia  County. 


OFFICERS. 
President. 

Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury, 
"Vice-Presidents. 

for 


Mrs.   C.    B.    Hulbert,  Middlebury,    for 

Addison  County, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Lord,  Montpelier,  for  Wash- 
ington County. 
Mrs.  Mary  P.   S.   Prichard,  Bradford, 

for  Orange  County. 
Mrs.   Newton   Kellogg,  Rutland,    for 

Rutland  County. 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Hale,  Chester,  for  Windsor 

County. 
Mrs.  Mary  B.  Barnes,  Manchester,  for 

Bennington  Count}'. 
Mrs.  James  F.    Estey,  Brattleborough, 

for  Windham  County. 


Secretary. 

Miss  Sophie  H.  Aiken,  Rutland. 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Bailey,  Rutland. 

Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Fuller,  St.  Johnsbury. 

Treasurer. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Fox,  Rutland. 

Assistant  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Putnam,  Rutland. 
Auditor. 

Mrs.  George  A.  Merrill,  Rutland. 
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The  Vermont  branch  lias  one  hundred  auxiliaries,  twenty-eight 
of  which  were  organized  this  year,  and  fifty-two  mission-circles, 
thirty  of  these  having  been  formed  during  1876.  The  records 
show  an  unusual  activity  in  all  departments  of  the  branch.  There 
have  been  held  two  state  meetings,  ten  county  meetings ;  and 
thirty  auxiliaries  have  been  visited  by  missionaries. 

Although,  as  a  branch,  they  have  not  had  the  honor  of  sending 
any  missionaries,  the  State  has  recently  supplied  two  young  ladies 
of  rare  promise,  —  Miss  Barrows  of  Middlebury  to  Japan,  and 
Miss  Emerson  of  Rochester  to  Burmah. 

The  branch  has  this  year  supported  three  missionaries,  the 
Misses  Ely  of  Bitlis  and  Mrs.  Park  of  Bombay ;  three  schools, 
Miss  Payson's  in  Foochow,  the  Hindu  girls'  school  in  Madura, 
and  Miss  Townshend's  in  Ceylon ;  have  paid  the  rent  of  Miss 
Norris's  home  at  Bombay ;  assumed  one  thousand  dollars  in  the 
Kioto  Home,  besides  sustaining  nine  pupils  in  different  schools, 
and  four  Bible-readers.  From  all  these  beneficiaries  there  come 
to  us  words  of  grateful  cheer. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  we  read,  "  Our  pledges, 
$3,558.00,  have  been  more  than  met;  our  aggregate  receipts  being 
$4,502.06,  a  gain  of  $679.49  since  last  year. 

"  The  Sunday  schools  and  mission-circles  have  given  nearly 
$700.00  of  this  sum.  We  are  gladdened  and  strengthened  by 
the  multitude  of  little  helpers.  Aside  from  their  regular  contri- 
butions, they  have  filled  two  boxes  with  Christmas  gifts,  —  one 
for  Miss  Payson's  school  in  China,  valued  at  $150.00;  the  other, 
$165.00,  for  Miss  Townshend's  school  in  Ceylon." 

We  rejoice  and  are  humbled  by  what  the  Lord  has  wrought. 

We  also  trace  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect  in  the  untiring, 
self-sacrificing  labors  of  the  Yice-Presidents,  in  their  gifts  of  time 
and  service,  more  precious  than  the  gold,  and  constant,  faithful 
efforts  on  the  part  of  auxiliary  officers  and  members  ;  and  we 
make  mention  of  much  waiting  upon  the  Lord  by  untold  hidden 
ones  —  silent  forces. 

The  Lord  also  wrought  for  us  through  the  abundant  labors  of 
dear  Mrs.  Wheeler,  and  we  give  him  thanks.  May  she  have  her 
reward !  Need  we  say  more  of  her  visit  than  that  many  new 
auxiliaries  grew  up  on  her  pathway,  and,  at  her  leaving,  some 
"thank-offerings  "  were  sent  to  the  treasury  because  of  her  coming  ? 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Bureau  of  Exchange  has  been  with  us  at 
both  of  our  State  meetings.  Her  presence  has  been  an  inspiration 
to  us,  her  words  have  enlightened  and  encouraged  us ;  and  to-day 
our  responsibility  is  greater  by  reason  of  this. 

We  asked  a  gift  of  the  Board,  which  we  now  thank  them  for 
bestowing.  Years  ago  one  went  out  from  us  who  is  still  of  us  ; 
.and  to  our  joy  Mrs.  Montgomery  is  now  added  to  the  list  of  our 
missionaries.  May  many  redeemed  souls  be  the  fruit  of  this  new 
relation  ! 

There  is  a  broadening  horizon  before  us,  much  land  to  be  pos- 
sessed. The  burden  of  our  prayer  as  we  take  up  the  work  of 
another  year  is  for  more  love  to  Christ,  and  a  fresh  anointing 
from  the  Holy  One.  May  every  Christian  woman  in  our  State 
listen  for  the  Spirit's  call  to  her  !  —  "  Come,  for  all  things  are  now 
ready."     "  Let  him  that  heareth  say,  Come." 

Mrs.  Horace  Fairbanks,  President. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Barnet  :  Mrs.  George  Renfrew,  Directress ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Clarke, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Barre:    Mrs.  Leonard  Tenney,  Directress;  Miss  Helen  Wood, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Phillips,  Treas. 
Barton  :  Mrs.  Austin  Dodge,  Directress ;  Mrs.  R.  S.  Twombly, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Barton  Landing  :   Mrs.  I.  D.  R.  Collins,  Directress ;  Mrs.  J. 

F.  Wright,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Clement,  Treas. 
Bennington  :    Mrs.  Mary  Kingsley,   Pres. ;    Miss  Anna   Park, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  H.  S.  Root,  Treas. 
Benson  :    Mrs.  H.  R.  Jones,  Pres. ;   Miss  Sarah  N.  Dickinson, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Juliette  Kent,  Treas. 
Bethel  :    Mrs.  Martha   Graham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   George  Montgom- 
ery, Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Dr.  Ferry,  Treas. 
Bradford  :    Mrs.   Edwin   Fuller,   Directress ;    Miss    Charlotte 

Strickland,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Brandon  :  Mrs.  S.  P.  Wilder,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  V.  Ross,  Vice-Pres. ; 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Mercure,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Wright,  Treas. 
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Brattleborough  :  Mrs.  Charles  Cune,  Pres. ;  Miss  Rebecca 
Crosby,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Brattleborough :  Mrs.  C.  H.  Merrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Clark, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Bridpoet  :  Mrs.  W.  W.  Winchester,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Payne, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  N.  Hay  ward,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Brookfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Silas  Hall,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Har- 
mon Rood,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Graves,  Treas. 

Brookfield  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Joseph  Crans,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
William  A.  Bushee,  #Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Z.  M.  Upham,  Treas. 

Burlington  :  Mrs.  George  H.  Perkins,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Henry 
A.  P.  Torrey,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Worcester,  Treas.; 
Miss  Mary  Buckham,  Ass't  Treas. 

Cabot:  Mrs.  B.  S.  Adams,  Pres.;  Mrs.  S.  J.  Wiswell,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Moses  Haines  and  Mrs.  John  Fisher,  Sec'y ; 
Mrs.  Horace  Wells,  Treas. 

Castleton  :  Mrs.  William  Moulton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Guern- 
sey, Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lucy  Noyes,  Treas. 

Charlotte  :  Mrs.  E.  H.  Wheeler,  Directress ;  Miss  O.  P.  New- 
ell, Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Chelsea  :  Mrs.  E.  K.  Herrick,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Aaron  Davis,  Sec'y ; 
Mrs.  Powers,  Treas. 

Chester:  Mrs.  J.  G.  Hale,  Directress;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Chapman, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Clarendon:  Mrs.  Elias  Stewart,  Pres. ;  Miss  Nellie  Crossman, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Willis  Benson,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Joseph 
Fuller,  Treas. 

Colchester  :  Mrs.  C.  M.  Seaton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Day,  Sec'y  ; 
Miss  Jennie  Woolcott,  Treas. 

Cornwall  :  Mrs.  S.  W.  Magill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Warner, 
Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  E.  W.  Everts,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Coventry:  Mrs.  W.  C.  Somerville,  Directress;  Mrs.  Moses 
Pearson,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  F.  Cowles,  Treas. 

Danville  :  Mrs.  A.  G.  Thompson,  Directress ;  Miss  Emma 
Ayer,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Palmer,  Treas.    . 

Derby  :  Mrs.  Albert  D.  Newcomb,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Parley  O. 
Holt,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Dorset  :  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sykes,  Directress ;  Mrs.  C.  P.  Gilbert, 
Sec'y;  Mrs.  John  Moore,  Treas. 
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East  Burke  :  Mrs.  Charles  Newell,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Chester  Car- 
penter, Sec'y;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Harris,  Treas. 
East    Corinth  :    Mrs.    Tenny   Taplin,   Directress ;    Miss  Eva 

Renfrew,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Dickey,  Treas. 
East  Hardwick  :  Mrs.  C.  J.  Bell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
East  Poultney  :   Mrs.  M.  F.   Harris,  Pres. ;    Miss  Mary  E. 

Granger,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Jeannie  Harris,  Treas. 
Enosburg  :    Mrs.   N.    B.  Carpenter,  Directress;    Mrs.   A.   B. 

Swift,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Joanna  K.  Dow,  Treas. 
Essex  :   Mrs.  L.  C.  Butler,  Pres.  \  Miss  Sarah    Osgood,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  Ira  Tracy,  Treas. 
Fair  Haven  :  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Barber,  Pres.  ;   Mrs.  Calvin  H. 

Colton,   Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.   E.    L.   Allen,   Sec'y ;    Miss 

Sarah  C.  Adams,  Treas. 
Fayetteville  :  Miss  Mary  Newton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Anna  O.  Sted- 

man,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  M.  H.  Burditt,  Treas. 
Franklin:   Mrs.  G.  R.  Mun sell,  Directress ;   Mrs.  Kittie  Bell, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Shedd,  Treas. 
Georgia:   Mrs.  F.  A.  Ladd,  Directress;    Mfes  L.  M.  Gilbert, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Grafton  :  Mrs.  Earl  J.  Ward,  Directress  ;  Mrs.  Charles  Barrett, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  F.  Daniels,  Treas. 
Greensborough  :    Mrs.  M.  J.  Conant,  Directress ;  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Goss,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hartford:    Miss  Emily  H.  Hazen,  Directress ;    Mrs.  Edward 

Morris,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Dutton,  Treas. 
Holland  :    Mrs.  M.  C.  Ferrin,  Directress  ;   Miss  C.  L.  Kidder, 

Sec'y  ;   Mrs.  F.  F.  Ruiter,  Treas. 
Jericho  :  Mrs.  L.  M.  Stevens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Spaulding,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;    Mrs.  L.  t  F.  Wilbur,  Sec'y  ;    Mrs.  C.  H.  Lyman, 

Treas. 
Johnson  :  Mrs.  G.  H.  French,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Cowles,  Sec'y. 
Lower  Waterford  :  Mrs.  E.  M.  Wells,  Directress  ;  Miss  L.  M. 

Church,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ludlow  :  Mrs.  S.  P.  Cook,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Jonas  Dunn,  Sec'y 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Whelden,  Treas. 
Lunenburg  :    Mrs.  George  A.  Perkins,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  L.  Barnard 

Hartshorn,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lyndon  :  Mrs.  J.  S.  Whitman. 
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Lyndonvtlle  :  Mrs.  G.  E.  Dodge,  Directress ;  Miss  Mary  Has- 
tings, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Manchester  :    Mrs.    Levi  Coy,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Mary  B.  Barnes, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Meddlebury  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Steele,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abbie  Beckwith, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry  Kingsley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Milton  :    Mrs.  J.  H.  Woodward,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  B.  F.  Fairchild, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  W.  Landon,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Montpelier  :  Mrs.  A.  J.  Howe,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  Miss  A.  C. 

Clark,  Superintendent  of  Mission-Circles. 
Morris yille:    Mrs.  J.  C.  Robinson,  Directress;    Mrs.   P.  K. 

Gleed,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Dodge,  Ass't  Sec'y. 
Newbury  :  Mrs.  Freeman  Keyes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  L  Bates,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
New  Haven  :    Mrs.   Frances   K.   Knowlton,   Directress ;    Mrs. 

Louisa  W.  Barrows,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Edson  A.  Dowd,  Treas. 
Newport  :   Mrs.  E.  P.  Wild,  Directress ;    Mrs.  E.  A.  Stewart, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Craftsbury  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Boardman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mary 

H.  Paddock,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Northfield  :  Mrs.  H.  E.  Whittemore. 
Orwell  :   Mrs.  M.  L.  Severance,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Samuel  Bascom, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  O.  H.  Bascom,  Treas. 
Pawlet  :   Miss  Harriet  Chapin,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Marshall  Blakely, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Flora  Bromley,  Treas. 
Peacham  :  Mrs.  A.  W.  Wild,  Directress ;  Miss  Jane  Chamber- 

lin,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Pittsford  :    Mrs.  R.  T.  Hall,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Betsey  P.  Manley, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Susie  Hammond,  Treas. 
Post  Mills  :   Mrs.  E.  L.  Smith,  Pres. :  Mrs.  C.  G.  Niles,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  H.  S.  Putnam,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  N.  Heaton, 

Treas. 
Randolph  :  Mrs.  Mary  Nichols,  Directress ;  Mrs.  L.  S.  Murphy, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Rochester  :  Mrs.  Josiah  Rogers,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Richmond, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  J.  Williams,  Treas. 
Royalton  :    Mrs.  Asahel  Clark,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   A.  W.  Kenney, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Royalton  (South)  :  Mrs.  M.  S.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W".    C. 

Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Rutland  :   Mrs.  J.  M.  Haven,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  L.  E.   Roys,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Miss  S.  S.  Pierpont,  Sec'y ;    Miss  E.  C.  Barrett, 

Treas. 
Rutland  (West)  :   Mrs.  Cyrus  L.  Johnson,  Directress ;   Miss 

Mary  Board  man,  Sec'y;  Miss  Helen  Cochran,  Treas. 
Sharon  :  Mrs.  E.  B.  Chamberlin,  Directress ;  Mrs.  G.  F.  Heath, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  D.  Smith,  Treas. 
Sheldon:   Mrs.  O.   A.  Potter,  Directress:    Mrs.  Dr.  Langdon, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  John  Draper,  Treas. 
Shoreham  :    Mrs.    H.  E.  Bacon,  Pres. :    Mrs.    Clayton   North, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Bowman  Tottingham,  Treas. 
South   Hero  :    Mrs.  O.   G.  Wheeler,  Directress ;    Miss  Lydia 

Root,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Belinda  Gordon,  Treas. 
Springfield  :  Miss  Hattie  E.  Thompson,  Directress ;  Mrs.  M.  B. 

Woolson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
St.   Albans  :   Mrs.  C.  F.  Safford,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  L.  L.  Datcher, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Swit't,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
St.  Johnsbury  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Balch,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Horace  Fairbanks,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Walker,  Treas. 
St.  Johnsbury  :    South  Church,  Mrs.  Sarah  P.    Colby,  Direc- 
tress;   Mrs.   Ruthie  P.   Fairbanks,   Sec'y;    Mrs.   A.   S. 

Livingston,  Treas. 
St.  Johnsbury  (East)  :  Mrs.  J.  P.Humphrey,  Directress;  Mrs. 

S.  Severance,  Sec'y. 
St.  Johnsbury  (Centre)  :    Mrs.   P.  S.   Wheeler,  Directress ; 

Miss  Lucia  C.  Wheeler,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Emma  Frost,  Treas. 
Stowe  :   Mrs.  D.  W.  Hardy,  Directress ;  Miss  Sarah  L.  Porter, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Swanton  ;  Miss  C.  Bullard,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Thetford  :  Mrs.  H.  P.  Closson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Townshend  :    Mrs.  Ira   K.    Batchelder,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   Mary   E. 

Winslow,  Treas. 
Vergennes  :  Miss  A.  E.  Huntington,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  J.  Strong, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Vershire  :    Mrs.  J.  H.  Merryfield,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  S.  B.  Colton, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  P.  Goodhue,  Treas. 
Wallingford  :     Mrs.    Edwin     Martindale,    Directress ;    Mrs. 

John  Scribner,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Waterbury  :  Mrs.  Laura  L.  Wild,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  H.  Wheeler, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  R.  M.  Forest,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Wells  River  :  Mrs.  E.  J.  Ranslow,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lucia  Leslie, 
See'y ;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Kimball,  Treas. 

Westford  :  Mrs.  Horatio  Allen,  Directress ;  Miss  Emeline  F. 
Beach,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

West  Glover  :  Mrs.  D.  Baker,  Directress  :  Miss  Edna  E.  Cut- 
ler, Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Hattie  Barlowe,  Treas. 

Westminster  :  Mrs.  Julia  H.  Barnard,  Directress ;  Miss  Al- 
meda  V.  Albee,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Westminster  (West)  :  Miss  Elvira  Gorhain,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abbie 
M.  Reynolds,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Williamstown  :  Mrs.  Chester  Martin,  Directress ;  Miss  Harriet 
A.  Smith,  Sec'y;  Miss  Mary  Beckett,  Treas. 

Windham  :  Mrs.  Darius  N.  Goodrich,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  A.  O.  Pren- 
tiss, Miss  Mary  A.  Mack,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Emma 
Howard,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  H.  Stevens,  Treas. 

Windsor:  Mrs.  R.  T.  Searle,  Pres.;  Miss  S.  A.  White,  Sec'y; 
Miss  Angie  Lawrence,  Treas. 

Winooski  :  Mrs.  J.  Norton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  F.  Burdick,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Barnet  :  Buds  of  Promise. 
Barton  :  Willing  Workers. 
Bennington  :  Willing  Workers. 
Benson  :  Mission-Circle. 
Brandon  :  Cheerful  Workers. 
Bridport  :  Lakeside  Gleaners. 
Burlington  :  Misses'  Mission-Band. 
Castleton  :  The  Young  Ladies'  and  Misses'  Circle. 
Charlotte  :  Mission-Circle. 
Chester  :  Willing  Hearts. 
Colchester  :  The  Cheerful  Givers. 
East  Hard  wick  :  Wayside  Gleaners,  Band  of  Helpers. 
Essex  :  Flock  of  Dears. 
Greensborough  :  Little  Rill. 
Hinesburg  :  The  Mayflowers. 
Ludlow  :  Young  People's  Mission-Circle. 
Lunenburg  :  Mountain  Rills. 
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Lyndonville  :  Busy  Bees,  Honest  Workers. 
Manchester  :  Mountain  Reapers. 
McIndoe's  Falls  :  A  Cup  of  Cold  Water. 
Middlebury  :  Green  Mountain  Rills. 
Montpelier  :  Busy  Bees,  Willing  Workers. 
Newport  :  Cheerful  Workers. 
North  Craftsbury  :  Mountain  Flowers? 
Orwell  :  Orwell  Evergreens. 
Pawlet  :  Merry  Gleaners. 
Peacham  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
Pittsford  :  Sweetbrier. 
Royalton:  Lilies-of-the- Valley. 
Rutland  :  Sunday  School  Missionary  Society. 
Rutland  (West)  :  Marble  Valley  Dewdrops. 
Shoreham  :  The  Shoreham  Band. 
South  Hero  :  Band  of  Helpers. 
Springfield  :  Willing  Workers. 
St.  Albans  :  Blue  Bells. 

St.  Johnsbury  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  The  Moun- 
tain Gleaners. 
St.  Johnsbury  (East)  :  Young  Ladies'  Missionary  Society. 
Swanton  :  Mission-Circle. 
Vergennes  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
Wallingford  :  Mission-Circle. 
Waterbury  :  Band  of  Faith,  The  Mayflowers. 
Wells  River  :  Workers  for  Jesus. 
West  Brattleborough  :  Happy  Workers. 
Westford  :  Westford  Workers. 

Westminster  (West)  :  Westminster  West  Mission-Band. 
Windsor  :  Windsor  Mission-Circle. 
Winooski  :  Cheerful  Givers. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH  THE   VERMONT 
BRANCH  IN  1876. 


Ayer,  Miss  Emma. 
Ballou,  Mrs.  William. 
Barnard,  Miss  Alice. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Aaron. 


Bascom,  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Blodgett,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Brock,  Mrs.  Chloe. 
Brooks,  Mrs.  S.  T. 
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Clement,  Mrs.  L. 
Coy,  Mrs.  Levi  D. 
Dunstan,  Mrs.  Caroline  C. 
Fairbanks,  Mrs.  Euthie  P. 
Fuller,  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Fuller,  Mrs.  Edwin. 
Goold,  Miss  Elva  M. 
Hardy,  Mrs,  D.  W. 
Hill,  Mrs.  Arnold. 
Howard,  Mrs.  T.  M. 
Howard,  Miss  Mary. 
Howe,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
McCurdy,  Mrs.  Esther. 
Parmelee,  Mrs.  Julia. 
Ferkins,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Rounds,  Miss  Sarah  E. 


Safford,  Mrs.  Mary  B. 
Sanford,  Mrs.  William  R. 
Shedd,  Mrs.  William  R. 
Simons,  Mrs.  Harriet. 
Smith,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Strong,  MissM.  J. 
Strowbridge,  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 
Sykes,  Mrs.  Amelia  B. 
Stone,  Mrs.  C.  M. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Tolman,  Mrs.  George  B. 
Townsend,  Miss  C.  M. 
Walker,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Watts,  Miss  Jennie  C. 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Anna  B. 
White,  Miss  Sarah  A. 


EEPORT   OF  THE    EHODE  ISLAND  BKANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 
Mrs.  A.  G.  Lockwood,  Providence. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.     Constantine     Blodgett,    Paw-  I  Mrs.  J.  P.  Taylor,  Newport, 
tucket.  '  I  Mrs.  J.  G.  Vose,  Providence. 

Mrs.  Jeremiah  Tatlok,  Providence.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Barstow,  Providence. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Laurie,  Providence.  ' 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  92  Bowen  Street. 

Recording:  Secretary. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Leavitt,  351  Friendship  Street. 

Home  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Lathrop,  108  Benefit  Street. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  Anna  T.  W.i.te,  139  Washington  Street. 

Auditor. 

Mr.  James  W.  Taft. 


This  centennial  year  is  one  of  comparisons,  and  in  no  depart- 
ment is  the  advance  so  great  as  in  the  results  of  woman's  work. 

The  exhibits  of  her  genius  and  handiwork  at  our  National 
Exposition  were  the  wonder  and  delight  of  all.  As  Christians, 
however,  we  see  far  more  glorious  achievements  in  the  redemption 
of  woman  by  woman  as  seen  jfo  the  zenanas  of  India  and  the 
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kraals  of  Africa.  A  review  of  our  share  in  this  noble  work  gives 
us  great  cause  for  rejoicing  in  the  increased  interest  manifested  by 
those  engaged  in  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  financial  embarrassment  which  has  so  long 
been  felt,  the  receipts  for  this  year  amount  to  $3,160.61,  exceeding 
any  previous  year  by  $157.42.  Our  foreign  work  remains  the 
same.  Sixteen  persons  have  been  made  life-members  during  the 
year. 

Four  mission-circles  have  been  added  to  the  list,  making  a 
total  of  thirty-three.  Some  of  the  earlier  organizations  have  com- 
bined with  those  of  more  recent  date,  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
the  branch,  but  not  the  number  of  auxiliaries. 

"  Our  Boys'  Mission-Club  "  we  regard  as  a  valuable  and  promis- 
ing auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board.  They  have  contributed 
fifty  dollars  to  the  girls'  home  in  Japan,  and  manifest  continued 
interest  and  zeal  in  the  work. 

The  "  Beneficent  Foreign  Mission-Circle  "  and  "  Willing 
Hands"  have  kept  both  hearts  and  hands  employed  in  preparing 
valuable  boxes,  which  were  sent  to  various  missionary  stations. 
Each  one  bringing  some  article  to  be  sent  in  the  boxes  made  the 
packing  of  them  occasions  of  great  interest,  rivalled  only  by  the 
joy  and  thanksgiving  at  their  opening.  Various  fairs  and  festi- 
vals have  been  held,  the  success  of  which  is  shown  in  the  increased 
funds. 

The  condition  of  the  branch  is  very  encouraging.  The  last 
Annual  Meeting,  held  in  October,  gave  a  convincing  proof  of  this, 
as  shown  by  the  number  of  delegates  in  attendance,  and  the  inter- 
esting reports  from  the  auxiliaries  and  mission-circles,  each  of 
which  was  represented,  save  one.  Many  reports  given  by  young 
girls  was  a  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  meeting.  The  young  officers 
of  the  mission-circles  prove  themselves  efficient,  and  worthy  the 
trust  imposed  upon  them.  One  recently  soliciting  work  reported 
an  increase  of  from  six  to  ten  in  attendance  to  an  average  of 
twenty-four;  while  another  circle  has  neaily  quadrupled  its  num- 
ber during  the  year.  The  interest  and  sympathy  felt  in  every 
addition  to  our  number  proves  the  vital  relation  which  each 
auxiliary,  however  small,  bears  to  the  branch,  as  in  its  weak- 
ness or  vigor  all  have  a  part. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  Secretary. 
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AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Providence  :  Central  Church,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Lathrop,  Pres.  ;  Mrs. 

Mary  I.  Fuller,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Union   Church,  Mrs.  William  C.  Chapin,  Pres. ; 

Miss  R.  E.  Chase,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Beneficent  Church,  Mrs.  S.   H.  Nickerson,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Annie  T.  Whitney,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Providence  :  Pilgrim  Church,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Laurie,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A. 

W.  Alexander,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  M.  B.  Shepley,  Treas. 
Providence  :    Charles-street    Church,   Mrs.    B.    W.    Gladding, 

Pres. ;  Miss  Ida  Sutherland,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  William  Corp, 

Treas. 
Providence  :    Free  Evangelical   Church,   Mrs.   H.   Newcomb, 

Pres. ;  Miss  E.  Francis,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy  Kellogg,  Treas. 
East  Providence  :  Mrs.  William  Ellis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Alice  Car- 
penter, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Central  Falls  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Wood,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Louise  Tracy, 

Treas. 
Pawtucket:  Mrs.  C.  Blodgett,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  Blodgett,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Woolley,  Treas. 
Newport  :  Mrs.  T.  Tompkins,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Hammett,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Bristol:    Mrs.  James  P.  Lane,  Pres.;  Miss  Annie  W.  Fitch, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Barrington  :  Miss  Abby  H.  Horton,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bowden, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Louise  B.  Smith,  Treas. 
Peacedale  :  G.  F.  Laurie,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Scituate:   Mrs.  Tillinghast  Winsor,   Mrs.  Roger  Wil- 
liams, Mrs.  S.  L.  Mellish,  Directresses ;  Miss  Maria  T. 

Harris,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Gloucester  :  Mrs.  Paris  Irons,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  H.  Browne, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Ruth  T.  Irons,  Treas. 
Slatersville  :  Mrs.  C.  R.  Fitts,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Seagraves, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  S.  Mansfield,  Treas. 
Little  Compton  :  Miss  Maria  C.  Brownell,  Pres. ;  Miss  A.  M. 

Wiibour,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  William  Church,  Treas. 
Tiverton  :  Mrs.  A.  T.  Clark,  Pres. ;  Miss  A.  E.  Brown,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Mary  A.  Whittemore,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Beneficent  Foreign  Mission-Circle  :   Mrs.  E.  R.  Holden, 

Pres. ;    Miss    Anna   F.  Freeman,    Sec'y ;    Miss    Annie 
Hutchins,  Treas. 
Elmwood  Workers  :  Miss  M.  Anna  Taylor,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lina 

Root,  Sec'y;  Miss  Phebe  McCormick,  Treas. 
Willing  Hands  :  Miss  Bessie  G.  Jillson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mattie  Tal- 
bot, Vice-Pres.  ;  Miss  Edna  Hale,  Miss  Jennie  Chapin, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Hattie  Gladding,  Miss  Alice  Hutchins,  Treas. 
Mission-Helpers  :    Miss  R.  E.  Chase,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ida  Olney, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  Alida   Sprague,  Sec'y ;    Miss   Laura 

Pratt,  Treas. 
Cheerful  Helpers  :  Miss  Sarah  Blodgett,  Pres. ;  Miss  Maggie 

Clapp,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Penny-Gleaners  :  Mrs.  M.  A.  Richardson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Little  Wilkinsons  :  Miss  Anna  Reed  Wilkinson,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Little  Sunbeams  :  Miss  Louise  Cushman,   Sec'y ;  Miss  Susie 

Flagg,  Treas. 
Youth's  Mission-Circle  :  Miss  Mary  Davis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mattie 

Reed,  Vice-Pres.;  Miss   Myra  Carpenter,    Sec'y;    Miss 

May  Woolley,  Treas. 
Pettacousett  Mission-Circle  :  Mrs.  W.  T.  Schneider,  Pres. ; 

Miss  Frances  Williams,  Sec'y;  Miss  Annie  Burlingame, 

Treas. 
Earnest  Workers  :  Miss  Slocum,  Sec'y;  Miss  Briggs,  Treas. 
Our  Boys'  Mission-Club  :  Charles  Lamb,  Pres. ;  Herbert  Ripley, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Arthur  A.  Fuller,  Sec'y  ;  Harry  R.  Wilkin- 
son, Treas. 
Mayflower  Mission- Circle  :    Miss   Ruth   T.   Irons,  Mrs.  J. 

Valentine,  Mrs.  E.  Valentine,  Directresses ;    Miss  Ella 

Steere,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Golden  Links  :  Mrs.  Newell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle  :  Miss  Hattie    Smith,   Pres. ; 

Miss    Carrie   Tabor,   Vice-Pres. ;    Miss    Carrie   Parker, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  May  Harriden,  Treas. 
Capron  Band  :  Irving  Shaw,  Pres. ;    Harry  Root,    Vice-Pres.  ; 

Henry  Darling,  Sec'y ;  Eddie  Root,  Treas. 
Bobolinks  : 


69 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH   THE    RHODE 
ISLAND  BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Blodgett,  Miss  Sarah. 
Brownell.  Mrs.  Martha. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Edwin  R. 
Danielson,  Miss  Edith. 
Davis.  Miss  Sarah  M. 
Goff,  Mrs.  Darius. 
Greenough,  Mrs. 
Hall,  Mrs.  A.  K. 


Haskell,  Miss  Ellen. 
Matteson,  Mrs.  G.  R. 
Xickerson,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Read,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Tracy,  Miss  Louisa  A. 
Tyler,  Miss  Xellie. 
Vose,  Miss  Elizabeth  Elliot. 
Wood,  Mrs,  Joseph. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MAINE  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 


President. 

Mrs.  "William  H.  Fexs,  39  Deering  Street,  Portland. 

Vice-Presidents . 


Mrs.  Ebexezer    Bean,    Fort     Fairfield, 

Aroostook  County. 
Mrs.  Horatio   Ilslet,  South  Freeport, 

Cumberland  County. 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Stuart,  Farniington,  Franklin 

County. 
Miss  Anna  Tappan,  Augusta,  Kennebec 

County. 
Mrs.   J.    E.    Pond,   Hampden,   Hancock 

County. 
Mrs.  Mart  E.  Hart,  Bath,  Lincoln,  and 

Sagadahoc  Counties. 
Mrs.  David   Garland,  Bethel,    Oxford 

County. 


Mrs.  J.  B.  Foster,  Bangor,  Penobscot 
County. 

Mrs.  Charles  Davis  ox,  Greenville,  Pis- 
cataquis County. 

Mrs.  Caroline  F.  Dole,  Norridgewock, 
Somerset  County. 

Mrs.  George  B.  Barrows,  Union  County. 

Mrs.  Frances  A.  Palmer, Belfast,  Waldo 
County. 

Mrs.  George  W.DRiSKO,Machias,  Wash- 
ington County. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Lixdsey,  Wells,  York 
County. 


Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  Sophia  Spofford,  Rockland. 
Mrs.  Caroline  F.  Smith,  Gorham. 

Home  Secretary. 
Miss  Maria  D.  Gould,  148  Pearl  Street,  Portland. 
Treasurer. 
Mrs.  Woodbury  S.  Daxa,  42  High  Street,  Portland. 

Auditor. 

Mr.  Edward  Gould. 
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The  Maine  branch  has  to  report  for  the  year  just  ended  ten 
new  auxiliaries  and  five  new  mission-circles,  making  sixty-one 
auxiliaries  and  thirty-three  mission-circles  in  all.  There  has 
been  an  increase  of  $388.00  in  the  amount  of  money  raised  during 
the  financial  year  ;  and,  although  this  is  not  so  great  as  could  be 
wished,  it  has  enabled  us  to  more  than  meet  our  pledge  of  S3, 000. 

The  formation  of  the  auxiliaries  has  been  largely  due  to  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  Wheeler  of  Harpoot,  who  has  visited  about  thirty 
towns  in  the  State,  forming  auxiliaries  where  they  did  not  already 
exist,  and  infusing  new  life  into  those  previously  organized.  She 
reports  much  interest  wherever  she  has  gone,  especially  among  the 
young.  One  church,  which  for  five  years  had  given  but  $150.00 
to  missionary  work  of  any  sort,  gave  her  $162.00  lor  Armenia  Col- 
lege, and  sent  also  $150.00  to  the  Woman's  Board.  The  money 
raised  during  the  first  year  by  all  auxiliaries  formed  by  her  is  to 
be  given  to  Armenia  College ;  while  the  older  organizations  expect 
to  do  all  that  is  possible  without  neglecting  their  pledged  work. 
We  learn,  through  Mr.  Wheeler,  that  the  Bangor  ladies  are 
pledged  to  raise  $1,000.00,  and  we  hope  that  many  other  auxili- 
aries may  emulate  their  example.  Owing  to  various  circumstances, 
the  Portland  ladies  have  not  yet  moved  in  the  matter ;  but  the  work 
is  one  which  lies  on  their  hearts,  and  they  will  not  fail  when  the 
proper  time  for  action  comes. 

As  to  the  other  work  of  the  branch,  we  continue  the  support 
of  the  schools  at  Umzumbi,  Mardin,  and  Bardesag,  and  give 
our  surplus  to  the  general  work.  We  have  received  interesting 
reports  during  the  year  from  these  schools,  which,  through  the 
painstaking  zeal  of  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  have  been 
widely  circulated  through  the  State,  and  have  served  to  interest 
and  instruct  us  all. 

The  mission-circles  are  among  our  most  efficient  helpers. 
During  the  past  year,  $776.18  has  been  raised  by  them  alone; 
while  the  interest  in  missions  thus  aroused  in  the  children  can- 
not be  overvalued. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  the  increase  of  our  receipts  has  not 
been  so  great  as  in  some  other  years,  the  extension  of  our  work 
causes  us  to  enter  upon  the  new  year's  labors  with  hopefulness, 
believing  that  the  widening  of  our  circle  of  influence  and  effort 
will  have  effect  in  the  months  to  come. 

Miss  M.  D.  Gould,  Secretary. 
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AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 
Acton  :  Mrs.  Noah  P.  Gerrish,  Treas. 
Aroostook  County  :  Mrs.  T.  E.  Brastow,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  B.  F. 

Towle,  Sherman  Mills,  Sec'y ;  Miss  L.  G.  Rogers,  Treas. 
Athens  :  Mrs.  L.   W.    Hutchinson,    Pres. ;    Mrs.  E.  S.  Dutton, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Leavitt,  Treas. 
Auburn  :   Mrs.    Samuel   Pickard,   Pres. ;    Miss   Hettie   Bearce, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Barker  Brooks,  Treas. 
Augusta  :  Mrs.   Anna   A.   Potter,   Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Deering, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Artemas  Libby,  Treas. 
Augusta  :  Young  Ladies'  Circle,  Miss  Annie  Craig,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Ida    S.  Caldwell,  Vice-Pres. ;    Miss  I.  Grace   Greenlief, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bangor  :  Mrs.  James  Crosby,  Mrs.  George  W.  Pickering,  Miss 

Sophia  Stackpole,  Mrs.  Albert  Dole,  Mrs.  C.  G.  Stearns, 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Brown,  Directresses ;  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Duren, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  G.  Thurston,  Treas. 
Bath  :  Mrs.  G.  H.  Palmer,  Treas. 
Belfast  ;  Mrs.   J.    A.    Ross,   Pres. ;  Mrs.    L.   R.  Palmer,  Cor. 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Jane  Noyes,  Rec.  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bethel:  First  Church,    Mrs.  Leonard    Grover,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Eli 

Barker,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bethel  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  David  Garland,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  T. 

H.  Chapman,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  K.  Gould,  Treas. 
Biddeford  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Staples,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Annie  M.  Butler,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Keyes,  Treas. 
Biddeford  :  Pavilion  Church,  Mrs.  Haynes,  Pres. 
Boothbay:  Mrs.  E.  Pike,  Pres.;  Mrs.  G.  B.  Kenniston,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  Ellen  Carter,  Treas. 
Bridgton  :  Mrs.  Dr.  Haskell,  Pres. ;  Miss  Ella  A.  Perley,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Bridgton  (South)  :  Mrs.  J.  W.  Brown ville,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary 

F.  Farnham,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Brunswick  :  Mrs.  A.  E.  Byington,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  P.  Newman, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  E.  J.  Whitmore,  Treas. 
Calais  : 

Castine  :  Mrs.  S.  Adams,  Treas. 
Deering  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Baxter,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  P.  Snow,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Blake,  Treas. 
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Deer  Isle  :  Mrs.  E.  R.  D.  Houston,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lovina  Saun- 
ders, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Edgecomb  :  Mrs.   Henry   H.   Hutchinson,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   Enoch 

Chase,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Ellsworth  :  Young  Ladies'  Prayer- Circle,  Miss  L.  L.  Phelps, 

Treas. 
Falmouth:  Mrs.   Clara  Young,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Frank  Cummings, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Joanna  York,  Treas. 
Falmouth  (West)  :   Mrs.  Edward  Crabtree,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lily 

M.  Newman,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Frederick  Hall,  Treas. 
Farmington  :  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  Titcomb,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Addie  Tuck,  Treas. 
Freeport  :  Mrs.  John  Blethen,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  F.  Harrington, 

Treas. 
Freeport    (South)  :   Mrs.   Horatio  Ilsley,   Pres. ;   Mrs.   Abby 

Torrey,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Fryeburg  :  Mrs.  A.  A.  Fessenden,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  F.  Bradley, 

Sec'y;  Miss  S.  S.  Evans,  Treas. 
Gorham  :  Mrs.    L.    Z.    Ferris,  Pres. ;  Mrs.    Caroline   F.  Smith, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Greenville  :  Mrs.  L.  T.  Davison,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Phebe  Littlefield, 

Directress ;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Shaw,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampden  :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Pond,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  Curtis,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Charlotte  Stetson,  Treas. 
Jackson  :    Mrs.   Irving   Morton,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   John   McKinley, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Kennebunkport  :  Mrs.    Charles   Gates,   Pres. ;    Miss  Julia  P. 

Perkins,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Limington  :  Miss   K.   L.   Mitchell,   Pres. ;  Miss  E.  M.   Small, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lebanon  :  Mrs.  Noah  B.  Lord,  Miss  Ida  B.  Shapleigh,  Mrs.  E. 

S.    Shapleigh,   Directresses;    Mrs.    Stephen    D.    Lord, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lewiston  :  Mrs.  I.  P.  Warren,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Balkam,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Charles  Clark,  Treas. 
Machias  :  Mrs.  S.  L.  Bowler,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Warren  Hill,  Sec'y  ; 

Miss  L.  C.  Smith,  Treas. 
Machias  (East)  : 
Madison:  Miss   Hattie   Davis,   Pres.;  Miss   Lizzie  A.  Mitchell, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  F.  Morrill,  Treas. 
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MlLLTOWN  : 

New  Castle  :  Mrs.  John  Borland,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  E.  Hatch, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
New  Gloucester  :  Miss  Lizzie  Bailey,  Pres. ;  Miss  A.  C.  M. 

Foxcroft,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Norridgewock  :  Mrs.  C.  F.  Dole,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Ellen  E.  Tappan, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Oxford  :  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Ellis,  Pres. ;  Miss  Rebecca  Baker,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Lockwood,  Treas. 
Portland  :  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Lord,  Pres. ;  Miss  Maria  D.  Gould* 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Rockland  :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hall,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sophia  Spofford,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Saccarappa  : 
Searsport  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  Amanda   S.   Ferguson,   Pres. ; 

Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Adams,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Pendleton, 

Treas. 
Searsport  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Greene  Pendleton,  Treas. 
Skowhegan  :  Mrs.  Webster  Woodbury,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John  Colby, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Warren  Bacon,  Treas. 
Solon  :  Mrs.  Sumner  Webb,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  N.  Smith,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Thomaston  :  Mrs.  S.  R.  Mason,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   H.  M.    Ludwig, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  F.  Keene,  Treas. 
Waldoborough  : 

Waterford  :  Mrs.  A.  J.  Smith,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Harriet  E.  Doug- 
lass, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wateryille  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hanson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Clara  T.  Alden, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wells  :  Mrs.  John  Goodwin,  Mrs.   Charles  Lindsey,  Miss  Sarah 

Lindsey,     Directresses ;     Mrs.    Benjamin     Southworth, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Abbie  Rankin,  Treas. 
Whiting  :  Mrs.  C.  A.  Chase,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.   O.  Bell,    Sec'y . 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Lincoln,  Treas. 
Wilton  :  Mrs.  E.  P.  Packard,  Sec'y. 
Winslow  :  Mrs.  S.  B.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abby  Brittan,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Yarmouth  :    Miss   Sophronia   Burbank,   Pres. ;    Miss    Deboiah 

Soule,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Auburn  :  Cheerful  Givers. 

Bangor  :  Central  Church  Mission-Circle,  First  Parish  Mission- 
Circle,  Bangor  Bill,  Dakota  Workers. 

Bath  :  Little  Rills. 

Bethel  :  Little  Helpers. 

Camden:  Sunday  School  Mission-Circle. 

Ellsworth:  Cup-Bearers,  Young  Reapers. 

Farmington  :  Willing  Workers. 

Freeport:  Buds  of  Promise. 

Freeport  (South)  :  Snow-Birds. 

Gorham  :  Mission-Workers. 

Harpswell  Centre  :  Little  Helpers. 

Machias:  Centre-street  Sundiy  School  Mission-Circle. 

Norridgewock  :  Busy  Bees. 

Phippsburg  :  Humming-Birds. 

Portland  :  Bethel  Church  Mission-Band,  High-street  Church 
Mission-Circles,  Plymouth  Church  Penny-Gatherers, 
Second  Parish  Hippy  Workers,  State-street  Church 
Mission-Circle,  St.  Lawrence-street  Church  Missionary 
Gleaners,  Williston  Church  Mission-Circle. 

Rockland  :  Golden  Sands. 

Skowhegan  :  Helping  Hands. 

Thomastox:  Echoes. 

Union:  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circles,  Sunday  School  Mission- 
Circle. 

Waterville  :  Cheerful  Givers. 

Wilton:  Mi^sion-Chcle. 

Yarmouth  (North)  :  Walnut-hill  Workers. 


LIFE-MEMBERS     MADE      THROUGH      THE      MAINE 
BRANCH  IN  187G. 


Alden,  Mrs.  Mary  P. 
Abbott,  Mrs.  Richard. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Electa. 
Bradley,  Miss  M.  F. 
Cate,  Miss  Isabel. 


Cobb,  Mrs.  Francis. 
Cousens,  Mrs.  Humphrey. 
Dana,  Mrs.  Ellen  W. 
Douglass,  Miss  Clara  M. 
Eveleih,  Mrs.  Lucy  E. 


75 


Evans,  Mrs.  Mary  L. 
Garland,  Miss  Kiltie. 
Kilbom,  Mrs.  William  W. 
Marks,  Mrs.  William  M. 
Mordougn,  Mrs.  Adeline. 
Mitchell,  Miss  Irene. 
Noyes,  Miss  Jane. 
Pendleton,  Mrs.  Margaret  C. 
Pike,  Mrs.  E.  B. 


Phelps,  Mrs.  L.  T. 
Staples,  Mrs.  Horatio. 
Shaylor,  Mrs.  William  II. 
Twitchcll,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Tewksbury,  Mrs.  Annie  II. 
Tilson,  Miss  Hannah. 
Weston,  Mrs.  Levi. 
Warren,  Mrs.  William. 
Waterman,  Miss  Daisy  P. 


REPORT   OF   THE   NEW  HAMPSHIRE   BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Edward  Bobie,  Greenland. 
Yice-Presidentst 


Miss  L.  M.  Boies,  Keene. 
Mrs.  Gertrt:de  Blakely,  Campton. 
Mrs.  Horace  Pettee,  Manchester. 
Mrs.  N.  Bouton,   Concord. 


Mrs.  E.  P.  Kimball,  Portsmouth. 
Mrs.  Andrew  Young,  Dover. 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Goddard,  Claremont. 


Corresponding-  Secretary. 

Mrs.  II.  C.  Knight,  Portsmouth. 

Recording:  Secretary. 

Miss  M.  E.   Mters,  Portsmouth. 
Treasurer. 

Miss  Abby  E.  McIntire,  Exeter. 


Seven  auxiliaries  and  nine  mission-circles  have  been  added,  to 
our  branch  daring  the  year,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  organizations.  Our  pledges  for  the  Japan  Home,  Miss 
Norris's  salary,  and  other  lesser  objects,  have  all  been  redeemed, 
leaving  a  large  surplus  for  the  general  fund  of  the  Board.  This 
shows  that  earnest  and  intelligent  work  has  been  done,  both  to 
scatter  information  and  to  gather  up  results. 

Our  receipts  were  $3,278.00.  Whether  under  the  inspiration  of 
our  Annual  Meeting,  or  a  glow  caught  from  "  A  Century  of  Chris- 
tian Progress,"  or  the  inexorable  law  of  progress,  or  the  exercise 
of  a  livelier  faith,  we  propose  to  double  our  diligence  and  sub- 
scriptions the  present  year.  Can  we  ?  From  all  our  hillsides  and 
valleys  and  water-courses,  shall  we  not  hear  the  joyful  response, 
"  In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  we  will "  ? 

H.  C.  Knight. 
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AUXILIAEY   SOCIETIES. 
Acworth  (South)  :  Mrs.  Warren  Thayer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  James 

Marshall,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  A.  Finley,  Treas. 
Alton  :  Mrs.  L.  S.  Nute,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  S.  Coan,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

Sarah  Twombly,  Treas. 
Amherst  :   Miss  Lucy  Blunt,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Edw.  Aiken,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Eveline  Hartshorn,  Treas. 
Antrim  : 
Atkinson  :   Miss  Mary  E.  Kelly,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   M.    S.   Norwell, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wasson,  Treas. 
Bath:   Mrs.  James  Chamberlain,   Pres.;    Mrs.    William   Minot, 

Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  J.  R.  Carpenter,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Carrie 

E.  Paterson,  Treas. 
Bedford  :  Mrs.  I.  C.  Tyson,  Directress ;  Miss  Mary  F.  Cutler, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  Gage,  Treas. 
Bristol  :  Mrs.  A.  J.  Crockett,  Directress ;  Miss  A.  A.  Buttrick, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  H.  E.  Green,  Treas. 
Brookline  :   Mrs.    F.  D.  Sargent,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  N.  J.    Daniels, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Charles  Russell,  Treas. 
Candia:   Mrs.   E.   Hill,  Pres.;   Mrs.   J.  P.   French,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Campton:   Mrs.    Gertrude   Blakely,  Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Hadley, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Willey,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Had- 
ley, Treas. 
Centre  Harbor  :  Mrs.  Almon  Benson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Page, 

Sec  y  ;  Mrs.  Susan  H.  Emory,  Treas. 
Charlestown  :  Mrs.  James  Labaree,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Isabelle  Allen, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  James  Richardson,  Treas.  ' 
Claremont  :  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Mellen,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   T.  J.  Harris, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  M.  R.  Emerson,  Treas. 
Chester  :   Mrs.    Charles   Tenney,  Directress ;  Mrs.   Harriet  A. 

Melvin,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Chichester  :   Mrs.   Sallie  C.   Carpenter,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William 

Lake,  2d,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Concord:    Miss    Dora   Merrill,  Pres.;  Mrs.    Charles   Kimball, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  H.  Greeley,  Treas. 
Cornish  :    Mrs.  James   T.   Jackson,   Pres. ;    Mrs.   William   D. 

Spalding,  Sec'y  ;  ,  Treas. 
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Derry:  Mrs.  Sarah  Crombie,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Parsons,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Haskins,  Treas. 
Derry  (East)  :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McGregor,  Pres. 
Dover  :   Mrs.    Wells   Waldron,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   Ezra  E.   Haskell, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  R.  Tapley,  Treas.  and  Agent  for  "  Life 

and  Light." 
Dunbarton  :  Miss  Fannie  Burnham,  Pres. ;  Miss  Emma  L.  Ham- 
mond, Sec'y  ;  Miss  M.  R.  Butterfield,  Treas. 
Durham:  Mrs.  Susan  L.  Mathes,  Pres.;  Mrs.  John- Woodman, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Lydia  A.  Buzzell,  Treas. 
Exeter  :  Miss  Abby  E.  Mclntire,  Pres. ;   Miss  Cora  L.  Kent, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  L.  M.  Boardman,  Treas. 
Francestown  :  Mrs.  R.  B.  Fairbanks,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  E.  Kings- 
bury, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Fisherville  :  Mrs.  Luther  Gage,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lucy  L.  Drown, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lizzie  Putnam,  Treas. 
Fitzwilliam  :    Mrs.   John    Colby,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   Jenkins,   Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Harkness,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Cahill,  Treas. 
Greenland  :  Mrs.  Edward  Robie,  Pres. ;    Miss   Mary  Holmes, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Great  Falls:    Mrs.   S.  W.  Webb,  Pres.;    Miss  Lizzie  Cook, 

Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  W.    D.   Knapp,    Sec'y;   Miss    C.   E. 

Rollins,  Treas. 
Goffstown  :  Mrs.  E.  Stimson,  Directress ;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Gerould, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  A.  T.  Carr,  Treas. 
Hanover  :    Mrs.   A.  D.  Smith,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Charles  Hitchcock, 

Yice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  E.   D.    Sanborn,    Sec'y;    Miss    S.    L. 

Smith,  Treas. 
Haverhill  :  Mrs.  Dr.  Morgan,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  I.  Bittenger,  Yice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  Carrie  Spalding,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampstead  :    Mrs.   Mary  J.    Sanborn,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Hannah  E. 

Titcomb,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampton  :  Miss  Martha  P.  Perkins,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Mar- 

ston,  Vice-Pres. ;   Miss  L.  E.  Dow,  Sec'y ;  Miss  O.  M. 

Neal,  Treas. 
Hampton  Falls  ;  Mrs.  George  .H  Pratt,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  A. 

Hosg,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  W.  Fogg,  Treas. 
Henniker  :    Mrs.  Frances  Preston,  Pres. ;    Mrs.    Louise  C.  K. 

Peabody,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Hillsborough  Bridge  :  Mrs.  H.  Brickett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Clara  D. 

Morse,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  C.  Burnhani,  Treas. 
Hinsdale:  Mrs.  S.  M.  Watson,  Directress;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Hildreth, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hollis  :  Mrs.  Charles  Richardson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hopkinton:    Mrs.   C.  A.   Stone,  Pres.;  Miss  Ellen  S.  French, 

Sec'y  and  Trea?. 
Jaffrey  :  Mrs.  N.  S.  Phelps,  Directress ;   Miss  Mary  B.  Fox, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Keene  :    Fii-st  Church,  Mrs.  E.   Cook,  Directress ;    Mrs.  J.  L. 

Wyman,  Sec'y;  'Miss  Mary  Beckley,  Treas. 
Keene  :    Second   Church,  Mrs.  J.   A.  Leach,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Rand  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Grimes,  Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  N.  R. 

Cooke,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  F.  M.  Rand,  Treas. 
Kensington  :  Mrs.  Anna  Hobbs,  Pres. 
Kingston:  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Chapman,  Pres.;  Miss  Susan E.  Patton, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Caroline  E.  Peaslee,  Treas. 
Lebanon  (West)  :   Mrs.  Samuel  Wood,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  Orcutt, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Wallace,  Treas. 
Lempster  :  Mrs.  M.  P.  Le  Bosquet,  Pres. ;  Miss  Sarah  M.  Fuller, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Caroline  E.  Peaslee,  Treas. 
Littleton  :  Mrs.  Merrill,  Pres. ;  Miss  H.  F.  Redington,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Ned  Kilbourn,  Treas. 
Lyme  :    Mrs.   Sarah  A.  Kingsbury,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Carrie   C. 

Fairfield,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary  L.  Whipple,  Treas. 
Manchester  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Wallace,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Hattie  M.  Miles,  Sec'y;  Miss  Addie  F.  Stevens,  Treas. 
Manchester:  Franklin-street  Church,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Stone,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Fairbanks,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Jennie  N.  Moulton, 

Treas. 
Marlborough:    Mrs.   J.   L.   Merrill,   Directress;    Mrs.  C.   O. 

Knowlton,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Nye,  Treas. 
Mason  :  Mrs.  C.  B.  Wells,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Childs,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Meriden  :    Mrs.   Susan  Barrows,  Pres. ;   Mrs.   M.  W.   Palmer, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Merideth:  Mrs.  Philip  Blaisdell,  Directress;  Mrs.  Levi  Leach, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  Dearborn,  Treas. 
Merrimack:    Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Eaton,  Pres.;    Miss   Hortensia 

McMillen,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Milford  :  Mrs.  John  Kimball,  Directress ;  Miss  Hannah  Chase, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucia  Webster,  Treas. 
Mount  Vernon:    Mrs.   William    H.   Wood  well,    Prcs. ;    Mi^s 

Martha  E.  Conant,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  E.  Dean,  Treas. 
Nashua:    Mrs.  J.  E.  Law,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  W.  Kendall,  Sec'y; 

Mrs.  R.  T.  Smith,  Treas. 
New  Boston  :  Mrs.  Luther  Colburn,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  A.  Wasson, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Neil  McLane,  Treas. 
Newingt on  : 
Newport  :  Mrs.  Dexter  Richards,  Pres.  ;  Miss  Mary  D.  Chellis, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
New  Ipswich  :  Mrs.  Newton  Brooks,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abby  M.  Cum- 

mirigs,  Sec'y;  Miss  Mary  C.  Locke,  Treas. 
New  Market  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  White,  Pres. ;    Mrs.    L.  L.  Tasker, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  P.  W.  Tenny,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Hampton:    Mrs.   T.  V.  Haines,  Pres.;    Miss  Sarah  F. 

Chapman,  Treas. ;  Miss  Ella  E.  Batchelder,  Sec'y. 
Peterborough:  Mrs.  James  Collins,  Pres.;  Mrs.  A.  B.  Tarbell, 

Sec'y  and,  Treas. 
Plainfield  : 
Plaistow:    Miss  Dora  Merrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Giles  Merrill,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Moses  Kimble,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  John  Bradley, 

Sec'y.    . 
Plymouth:    Mrs.   Dora    D.   Davis,    Directress;    Miss    W.    A. 

Webs'er,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Nellie  Sanborn,  Treas. 
Portsmouth  :  Miss  Mary  E.  Billings,  Pres. ;   Miss  Victoria  E. 

Vennard,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Fannie  Seavey,  Treas. 
Raymond  :   Mrs.   Samuel  Harriman,  Pres. ;    Mrs.   S.  P.  Blake, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Shepherd,  Treas. 
Reed's  Ferry: 
Rye  : 
Salem  :  Mrs.  Dean  Emerson,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Bowker,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Salmon  Falls  :    Mrs.  Mallory,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  George  F.  Butler, 

Sec'y. 
South  Newmarket:  Mrs.  M.  R.  Bartlett,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Annie 

L.  Hanson,  Sec'y. 
Stratham  :  Miss  Nettie  Bartlett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John  M.  Thomp- 
son, Sec'y ;  Miss  Olivia  Lane,  Treas. 
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Tamworth:    Mrs.  A.  R.  Hidden,  Pres. ;  Miss  Dora  Stewart, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Temple : 
Troy  :  Mrs.  Levi  Brigharn,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Daniel  P.  Lowe,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Walpole  :  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Faulkner,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Westmoreland:  Mrs.  C.  N.  Flanders,  Pres.;  Mrs.  John  Cole, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  G.  Shaw,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Wilton  :   Mrs.  D.  E.  Adams,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  William  Curtis,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;    Mrs.    Asa    Clark,    Sec'y ;    Mrs.   Levi   Putnam, 

Treas. 
Winchester  :    Mrs.  A.  N.   Harmon,   Directress ;    Mrs.    C.   A. 

Smith,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Gurnsey,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Acworth  (South)  :  Busy  Bees. 

Alton:  Mission-Circle. 

Atkinson  :  Flowers  of  Hope. 

Amherst  :  Carrier-Doves. 

Bath  :  Excelsior. 

Bedford  :  Buds  of  Promise. 

Candia  :  The  Wide-Awakes. 

Charlestown  :  Penny-Pickers. 

Claremont  :  Merry  Workers  and  Little  Givers. 

Concord  :  Wheeler  Circle  and  Dewdrops. 

Dover  :  Busy  Bees. 

Goffstown  :  Mountain  Moss. 

Greenland:  Sunday-school  Mission-Band. 

Hampton  :  Mizpah  Circle. 

Hanover  :  Faithful  Workers. 

Hollis  :  Busy  Bees. 

Hopkinton  :  Cheerful  Workers. 

Keene  :  Youno;  Ladies'  Mission-Circle. 
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FOREIGN  LAND  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Lyme  :  Mission-Circle. 

Manchester  :  First  Church,  The  Reapers,  Ready  Helpers,  Little 

Grains  of  Granite. 
Manchester  :  Franklin-street  Church,  Earnest  Workers. 
Meriden  :  Meriden  Workers. 

Nashua  :  Penny-Gatherers,  Wayside  Gleaners,  Volunteers. 
Newport  :  Newport  Workers. 
New  Ipswich:  Hillside  Gleaners. 
Peterborough  :  Willing  Hearts. 
Plaistow  :  We  Girls. 
Plymouth  :  Mission-Circle, 
Portsmouth  :  Rogers  Mission-Circle. 
Salem  :  Raindrops. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH  THE  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE   BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Abbott,  Mrs.  E.  E.  P. 
Anderson,  Miss  Mary  D. 
Berry.  Mrs.  Clara  D. 
Blunt,  Miss  Lucy  W. 
Bowker,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Bradley ,  Mrs.  Mary  W. 
Bremmer,  Mrs.  Sarali  E. 
Carlton,  Miss  Mary  0. 
Clark,  Miss  Susie. 
Clark,  Miss  S.  R. 
Cumrnings,  Mrs.  N.  Angie. 
Eaton,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Eaton,  Mrs.  Henry  M. 


Freeman,  Mrs.  George. 
Hale,  Mrs.  S.  W. 
Jackson,  Mrs.  James  T. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Joseph. 
Kenney,  Miss  Eliza. 
Kendall,  Mrs.  C.S. 
Kingsbury,  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Mellen,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Osborne,  Mrs.  S.  D. 
Ricbardson,  Mrs.  Charles. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Henry. 
Towne,  Mrs.  Nancy  C. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Ambrose. 


REPORT   OF  THE   SPRINGFIELD  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Josiah  Hookek,  238  North  Main  Street. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Etjstis.  I  Mrs.  J.  L.  R.  Trask,  Holyoke. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Barnes.  I  Mrs.  E.  B.  Gillett,  Westfield. 
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Mrs. 

J. 

L. Shipley. 

Mrs 

A 

F.  Cowles. 

Mrs 

Henry  Brewer 

Mrs 

0. 

D.  Morse. 

Mrs 

J. 

F.  Peck. 

Mrs. 

Horace  Kibbe. 

Mrs 

E 

DeWitt. 

Miss  B. 

Howard. 

Mrs 

T. 

L.  Pease. 

Mrs 

1) 

H.  Baldwin, 

West  Springfield. 

Mrs 

J. 

D.  Eldridge 

West  Springfield. 

Mrs 

W 

.  R.  Palmer, 

Chicopee. 

Mrs 

George  Chapman,  Chicopee. 

Mrs 

N 

T.  Leonard, 

Westfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Hubbard,  178  Maple  Street. 
Recording  Secretary. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Cooley,  36  Maple  Street. 
Treasurer. 

Miss  H.  T.  Buckingham,  Mill  Street. 
Auditor. 

Charles  Marsh. 
Advisory  Committee. 

Mrs.  Charles  Yeomans,  Westfield. 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Fullerton,  Palmer. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Seymour,  Monson. 

Mrs.  Weston  Dickinson,  Thorndike. 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Newton,  Holyoke. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Perry,  Agawam. 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Sylvester,  Feeding  Hills. 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Dutton,  East  Longmeadow. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Howard,  Wilbraham. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Coe,  West  Granville. 

Miss  M.  E.  Sessions,  South  Wilbraham. 

Miss  M.  E.  Jones,  Ludlow. 

Mrs.  William  E.  Hinsdale,  Blandford. 


The  Springfield  branch  reports  an  increase  of  two  auxiliary 
societies  and  five  mission-circles  during  the  last  year.  The  forma- 
tion of  a  branch  society  in  Hampshire  has  taken  from  us  one  aux- 
iliary and  one  mission- circle,  reported  last  year.  We  now  number 
twenty -five  auxiliary  societies  and  twenty-six  mission-circles  ;  and 
our  receipts  have  somewhat  exceeded  these  of  last  year.  This, 
in  view  of  the  financial  depression,  was  better  than  we  feared. 
From  many  of  our  auxiliaries  we  have  encouraging  reports  of  ear- 
nest effort  to  diffuse  missionary  intelligence,  and  awaken  more 
general  interest  and  activity,  and  strong  purpose  to  accomplish  in 
the  coming  year  more  in  the  Master's  service. 

We  regard  the  mission-circles  as  the  glory  of  our  branch. 
Their  enthusiasm  and  well-sustained  effort  to  redeem  pledges  of 
support  to  pupils  in  mission-schools  have  realized  our  largest 
expectations.  In  one  of  the  towns  in  our  county,  the  average 
attendance  at  the  semi-monthly  meetings  is  fifty ;  and  young  ladies, 
in  turn,  attend,  giving  direction  to  the  work,  and  imparting  such 
knowledge  as  will  keep  the  enthusiasm  and  sympathy  aglow. 
There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  gathering  boys  into  mis- 
sion-circles;  and,  where  this  has  been  done,  they  have  proved 
efficient  and  valuable  aids.    The  far-reaching  results  of  this  course, 
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in  bringing  on  to  the  stage  well-informed,  ardent  supporters  of 
the  missionary  cause,,  who  personally,  or  by  proxy,  will  convey  the 
salvation  of  the  gospel  to  the  destitute,  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated. We  would  gladly  say  that  every  woman  who  sits  down 
with  us  at  the  table  of  the  Lord  goes  forth  to  express  her 
grateful  love,  in  work  and  self-sacrifice,  for  the  missionary  cause. 
While  we  may  not  say  this,  we  do  see  that  it  takes  stronger  hold 
of  the  hearts  of  Christians ;  and  the  number  of  those  who  feel  a 
personal  responsibility  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  heathen  is 
constantly  increasing.  We  could  point  to  women,  not  a  few,  with 
whom  this  is  an  absorbing  interest.  Their  spirit  is  contagious, 
and  must  lead  to  a  great  awakening. 

There  is,  doubtless,  an  unwritten  history,  of  influence  exerted,  of 
prayers  and  tears  and  self-denial  in  this  cause,  more  potent  than 
any  thing  we  can  show,  in  hastening  the  coming  of  our  Lord-,  and 
the  triumphant  song,  "  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Cooley,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Agawam  :  Mrs.  George  H.  Pratt,  Pres. ;  Miss  Maria  Foster,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Agawam  (Feeding  Hills)  :  Mrs.  C.  S.  Sylvester,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Blandford  :  Mrs.  Eliza  Henry,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  B.  Sperry,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Hinsdale,  Treas. 
Chicopee:  First  Church,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Palmer,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  D 

Clark,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Chicopee:  Third  Church,  Mrs.   George  Chapman,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

H.  B.  Kendall,  Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  Ellen  C.  Kendall,  Rec. 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Melzar  Mossman,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  H.  B. 

Kendall,  Treas. 
Granville  (West)  :  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Treat,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Holyoke  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  J.   L.  R.  Trask,  Pres. ;   Mrs. 

Martin  Prentiss,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Heywood,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Longmeadow  (East)  :  Mrs.  A.  I.  Dutton,  Pres. ;   Miss  Mary 

Pratt,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Delina  Moody,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Ludlow  :  Mrs.  Silas  Billings,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Amnie  Hubbard,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Monson  :  Mrs.  H.  Dewey,  Pres.;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Sumner,  Yice-Pres. ; 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Seymour,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  N.  M.  Field,  Treas. 
Palmer  :    First   Church  (Thorndike),  Mrs.  Weston  Dickinson, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Hutchins,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Philo  Kendall, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  Mrs.  Jacob  Steaver,  Cor.  Sec'y. 
Palmer  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Laura  E.  Child,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  C. 

Hyde,  Yice-Pres.;  Mrs.  B.  M.  Fullerton,  Sec'y;  Mrs. 

M.  K.  Cannon,  Treas. 
Springfield  :    First   Church,  Mrs.    J.   L.    Shipley,  Sec'y   and 

Treas. 
Springfield  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Cowles,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

Henry  Brewer,  Treas. 
Springfield  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Peck,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Springfield  :  Olivet  Church,  Mrs.  T.  D.  P.  Stone,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Horace  Kibbe,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Springfield  :  Memorial  Church,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Gould,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

D.  J.  Bartlett,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  C.  A.  Brackett,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Stebbins,  Treas. 
Springfield  :    Sandford-street    Church,    Miss    Belle    Howard, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  T.  Thomas,  Treas. 
Springfield  :  Indian  Orchard,  Mrs.  T.  L.  Pease,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

Jason  Giles,  Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  E.  H.  Woodman,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  E.  M.  Warren,  Treas. 
West  Springfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Eldridge,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Smith,  Yice-Pres.;  Miss  Marion  Ely, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
West  Springfield  :    Park-street  Church,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Calkins, 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  D.  Kenner,  Yice-Pres. ;  Mrs  Ellen  Mil- 
ler, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Westfield  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Gillett,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.  K. 

Norton,   Yice-Pres.  ;    Miss  F.   E.   Yining,    Sec'y    and 

Treas. 
Westfield  :  Second  Church,  Mrs.  Henry  Hooker,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

George  Laflin,  Yice-Pres. ;   Mrs.  Orlando  Bruce,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Charles  N.  Yeomans,  Treas. 
Wilbraham  :  Miss  Laura  Aubrey,  Pres. ;  Miss  Clara  Markham, 

Vice-Pres. ;     Miss    H.    Louise    Hitchcock,    Sec'y    and 

Treas. 
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Wilbraham  (South)  :  Miss  Mary  E.  Sessions,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Elizabeth  Beebe,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Delia  M.  Ballard, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  Anna  Burleigh,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Agawam  (Feeding  Hlls)  :  Earnest  Workers. 
Blandford  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
Chicopee  :  First  Church,  Cheerful  Givers. 
Chicopee  :  Third  Church,  Busy  Bees. 
Holyoke  :  Second  Church,  Merry  Workers. 
Longmeadow  (East)  :  Young  Disciples. 
Ludlow  :  Precious  Pearls. 
Springfield  :  First  Church,  Cheerful  Workers,  Cheerful  Givers, 

Circle  No.  1,  Dewdrops. 
Springfield  :  Olivet  Church,  Olive-Branch. 
Springfield  :  South  Church,  Wide- Awakes,  Snowflakes,  Young 

People's  Society. 
Springfield  :  Memorial  Church,  Little  Helpers,  Memorial  Band. 
Springfield  :  Sandford-street  Church,  Young  Missionaries. 
Springfield  :  Indian  Orchard,  Pleasure-Seekers. 
West  Springfield  :  First  Church,  Mite-Gatherers. 
West    Springfield  :     Park-street    Church,    Helping     Hands, 

Young  People's  Society. 
West  Springfield  :  Mittineague,  The  Gleaners. 
Westfield  :  First  Church,  Light- Bearers. 
Westfield  :  Second  Church,  Cheerful  Givers,  Girls'  Guild. 
Wilbraham  (South)  :  Humming-Birds. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH  THE  SPRING- 
FIELD BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Gaston,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Gaston,  Miss  Florence  E. 
Hopkins,  Miss  Louise  H. 
Morris,  Mrs.  E.  F. 
Newton,  Mrs.  D.  H. 


Shedd,  Miss  Ruth  Annie. 
Shipley,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Simpson,  Miss  Maria. 
Smith,  Mrs.  N.  T. 
Vining,  Miss  F.  Eloise. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HARTFORD  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  William  Thompson,  57  Grove  Street. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Daniel  Fhillips,  631  Asylum  Avenue. 
Mrs.  Roland  Mather,  10  Myrtle  Street. 
Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary. 
Mrs.  George  E.  Sanborxe,  30  Washington  Street. 
Home  Secretary. 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Williams,  774  Asylum  Avenue. 
Treasurer. 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jewell,  140  Washington  Street. 
Auditor. 
Mr.  Homer  Blanchard. 


The  Hartford  branch  can  report  a  little  progress  during  the 
past  year ;  but  there  yet  remains  for  us  much  land  to  be  possessed, 
much  need  of  earnest  prayer  and  continued  effort  to  enlist  the 
attention  and  sympathy  of  the  women  of  our  churches  in  the 
great  work  of  redeeming  the  world,  and  helping  to  elevate  and 
Christianize  women  in  heathen  lands.  We  number  at  present 
twenty-eight  auxiliaries  and  twelve  mission-circles,  seven  of  which 
have  joined  us  since  our  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  October. 

Our  meetings  have  aroused  and  quickened  love  for  the  cause; 
and  the  earnest  words  of  returned  missionaries  who  have  ad- 
dressed us  have  been  effectual  in  rekindling  our  zeal,  and  awak- 
ening within  us  a  longing  desire  for  more  entire  consecration  to 
Him  whom  we  serve,  and  to  the  mission  given  us  to  fulfil. 

Interest  in  this  cause  seems  to  be  awakened  among  the  young  ; 
and  we  can  but  hope  that  the  seed  sown  in  their  hearts  will  spring 
up,  and  bear  fruit  an  hundred-fold. 

Our  work  as  a  branch  for  the  year  has  been  the  support  of 
Miss  Townshend  of  Ceylon,  whose  letters,  conveying  the  joyful 
intelligence  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  her  school,  have 
been  deeply  interesting  and  stimulating  as  they  have  been  circu- 
lated freely  among  our  auxiliaries. 

We  have  supported  two  Bible-readers,  seven  pupils,  and  assisted 
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a  school  at  Mosul.  The  sum  raised  by  us  during  our  financial 
year  was  $2,726.34.  $200.00  has  been  given  towards  the  Kioto 
Home. 

During  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  held  in 
Hartford  in  October,  and  at  our  own  Annual  Meeting  two  weeks 
after,  $279.00  was  contributed  as  a  thank-offering  for  "  his  unspeak- 
able gift "  to  us.  Six  pictures,  one  of  them  a  photograph  of  our 
president,  were  sent  by  us  to  designate  the  rooms  taken  by  this 
branch  in  the  Constantinople  Home,  in  response  to  a  call  for  the 
same. 

Thus  we  measure  our  activities  for  another  year  :  how  much 
more  the  Master  has  recorded  we  cannot  tell. 

We  hope  he  has  witnessed  self-denials,  has  heard  many  prayers 
offered  in  secret,  which  shall  be  openly  rewarded  ;  that  a  zeal  has 
been  enkindled  which  shall  never  know  abatement. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Jewell, 


AUXILIARY    SOCIETIES. 

Berlin:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Wood  worth,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abby  Hub1.).,    ', 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bristol:  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Stoats,  Pres.;  Miss  Elizabeth  G.  IV,  -, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Lucy  Beckwith,  Treas. 
East     Granby:    Mrs.   Mary   E.    Gould,   Pres.;    Miss   Minuj  : 

Chamberlain,  Treas. 
Enfield:  Mrs.  Horace  Ellis,  Pres.;   Miss  Amelia  E.  John-oii. 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Fred  P.  Parsons,  Treas. 
Glastonbury:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Scudder,  Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wil- 
liams, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hampton  :  Mrs.  C.  F.  Cleveland,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  G.  Taintor,  Sec  y 

and  Treas. 
Hebron  :  Mrs.   Jasper  Porter,  Pres. ;   Mrs.    George  S.   Dodge, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hartford  :  Asylum-hill  Church,  Mrs.  Theoron  Baldwin,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Centre  Church,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cook,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Pearl-street  Church,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Root,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Park  Church,  Mrs.  Charles  Fellows,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  F.  R.  Foster,  Pres. 
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Hartford:    Wethersfield-avenue    Church,  Mrs.  W.    W.   Win- 
ship,  Pres. 
Hartford  :  Windsor-avenue  Church,  Mrs;  Charles  King,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Gregg,  Sec'y. 
Newington  :  Mrs.  Nancy  Deming,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  R.  Atwood, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Agnes  W.  Belden,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Plainville  :  Mrs.  Lester  Buell,  Pres. ;  Miss  H.  L.  Goodrich, 

Sec'y. 
Poquonnock  :  Mrs.  W.  H.  Phipps,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Thomas  Duncan, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Ellen  M.  Hathaway,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Rockville  :  Mrs.  H.  F.  Hyde,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  H.  Hall,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Rocky  Hill  :  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smith,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  D.'  Baldwin, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Sarah  Williams,  Treas. 
Simsbury  :    Mrs.  H.  M.   Tomlinson,  Pres. ;   Miss  Nettie    Eno, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Windsor  :  Mrs.  E.  L.  Bowman,  Pres. ;    Miss  Mary  S. 

Bancroft,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Terryville:  Mrs.   S.  A.  Sanford,  Pres.;    Mrs.  L.  S.  Griggs, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Unionville  :  Mrs.  S.  E.  Davies,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  I.  Peck,  Mrs.  F. 

Tryon,  Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.   George  Dunham,  Rec.  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  N.  Hayden,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  W.  Mills,  Treas. 
West  Hartland:  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Goddard,  Pres.;  Miss  Rosa 

A.  Bushnell,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  H.  T.  Gilman,  Treas. 
West  Killingly  :  Rev.  Mrs.  Keith,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lucy  S.  Daniel- 
son,  Sec'y. 
Windsor  Locks  :  Mrs.  T.  S.  Childs,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Horton, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  H.  Allen,  Sec'y. 
Windsor  :  Mrs.  Martha  C.  Wilson,  Pres. ;  Miss  Kate  C.  Wilson, 

Sec'y. 
East  Hartland  : 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Ashford  :  We  Girls,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Grosvenor,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary 

I.  Swift,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Abby  H.  Byles,  Treas. 
Dayville  :  Mission- Circle,  Miss  Lucia  G.  Jencks,  Sec'y. 
East  Granby:  Mission- Circle. 
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Hampton  :     Sunday-school    Mission- Circle,   Miss   Nellie  Holt, 

Pres. 
Hartford  :  Asylum-hill  Beehive,  Miss  Susan  Clark,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Mary  Tryon,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Hartford  :  South  Church,  Scattergood,  Miss  Mary  E.  Goodwin, 

Sec'y;  Miss  Hattie  Cook,  Treas. 
Hartford  :  Windsor-avenue  Church,  Loving  Helpers. 
Eocky  Hill  :   Fragment-Gatherers,  Mrs.   E.   C.  Andrus,  Pres. 

and  Treas. 
Poquonnock  :    Willing    Workers,  Miss   Hattie   Ensign,   Pres. ; 

Miss  Grace  Duncan,  Treas. 
Terryville  :  Buds  of  Promise,  Miss  Ella  Goodwin,  Sec'y. 
Terryville  :  Willing  Workers,  Miss  Katie  John,  Treas. ;  Miss 

Hattie  Cook,  Sec'y. 
West  Hartland  :  Little  Mountain  Workers,  Miss  Emma  H. 

Gaylord,  Pres. 

LIFE-MEMBEES  MADE   THEOUGH  THE  HARTFOED 
BEANCH  IN  1876. 


Allen,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Roswell. 
Chaffee,  Miss  E.  C. 
Child,  Mrs.  T.  S. 
Cowles,  Miss  Kate  M. 
Ellmer,  Mrs.  Theodore. 
Gage,  Miss  Helen. 


Griswold,  Miss  Catherine  R. 
Hurd,  Mrs.  William. 
Jewell,  Mrs.  Plinyv 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Frank. 
Keith,  Mrs.  Eliza  G. 
Phillips,  Mrs.  Daniel. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Candace. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  EASTEEN  CONNECTICUT 
BEANCH. 

OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  J.  IS".  Harris,  New  London. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Brainerd,  Old  Lyme.  I  Mrs.  H.  B.  Elliott,  Stonington. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Palmer,  Norwich.  I  Mrs.  William  Hutchison,  Norwich. 

Secretary. 
Miss  E.  S.  Gilman,  Norwich  Town. 

Treasurer. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Learned,  New  London. 
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As  our  organization  has  not  yet  completed  its  second  year,  its 
record  is  a  brief  one.  In  reviewing  the  past  twelve  months,  how- 
ever, we  find  signs  of  growth,  which  would,  perhaps,  be  impercep- 
tible to  others,  and  can  report  a  gain  in  numbers,  in  contributions, 
and  also  in  interest  and  activity  in  this  work.  Our  branch  now 
includes  seventeen  auxiliaries  and  eight  mission-circles,  while 
we  look  forward  confidently  to  the  formation  of  other  societies  in 
several  churches  not  yet  connected  in  any  way  with  the  Woman's 
Board.  With  some  of  them  we  are  already  in  constant  commu- 
nication ;  and  we  often  question  how  we  may  enlist  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  the  churches  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

We  have  been  favored  in  hearing  directly  from  the  two  mis- 
sionaries supported  by  us,  —  Miss  Parsons  at  the  Constantinople 
Home,  and  Mrs.  Schauffler  in  Austria ;  and,  through  our  personal 
intercourse  with  them,  our  zeal  has  been  quickened.  Two  Bible- 
readers  and  four  pupils  in  mission-schools  are  also  supported  by 
societies  belonging  to  our  branch. 

Our  receipts  for  the  year  have  been  over  $1,800.00 ;  and  fourteen 
persons  have  been  constituted  life-members. 

Miss  E.  S.  Gilman,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Bozrah  :  Mrs.  William  C.  Abell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  M.  Avery, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Alice  A.  Maples,  Treas. 

East  Lyme  :  Mrs.  L.  S.  Hough,  Pres-.  ;  Mrs.  N.  L.  Smith, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Lydia  S.  Lee,  Treas. 

Griswold  :  Mrs.  Dvvight  R.  Tyler,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Kate  S.  Nor- 
throp, Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Groton:  Mrs.  Marianna  Brown,  Pres.;  Miss  Kate  B.  Copp, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  Marianna  Avery,  Treas. 

Mystic  Bridge  :  Mrs.  George  Noyes,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Miner, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

New  London  :  First  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
Learned,  Pres. ;  JYIiss  Mary  F.  Miner,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Mary 
I.  Lockwood,  Treas. 

New  London:  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  F.  A.Per- 
kins, Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  E.  Daggett,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Lucy 
P.  Butler,  Treas. 
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North  Stonington  :  Mrs.  James  R.  Bourne,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin O.  Wheeler,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  First  Congregational  Church,  Lathrop  Memorial 
Society,  Mrs.  C.  T.  Weitzel,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  R. 
Potter,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  Second  Congregational   Church, ,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 

William  S.  Palmer,  Mrs.  Edward  A.  Huntington,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  D.  Coit,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  Broadway  Church,  Mrs.  Hannah  G-.  Ripley,  Pres. ; 
Mrs.  William  Hutchison,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Norwich  :  Greeneville  Church,  Miss  Carrie  Gordon,  Pres. ;  Miss 
Ella  M.  Rose,  Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  E.  Smith,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

Norwich  :  Park  Church,  Miss  Emily  S.  Gilman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M. 
M.  G.  Dana,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Old  Lyme  :  Mrs.  D.  S.  Brainerd,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  N.  S.  Lee,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 

Preston  :  Mrs.  William  Loring,  Pres. ;  Miss  Eunice  Avery, 
Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  William  Bagley,  Treas. 

Stonington  :  First  Congregational  Church,  Agreement  Hill 
Auxiliary,  Miss  Maria  Stanton,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Stan- 
ton, Yice-Pres. ;  Miss  Eliza  M.  Wheeler,  Sec'y ;  Miss 
Harriet  J.  Palmer,  Treas. 

Stonington  :  Second  Congregational  Church,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Elliot, 
Pres. :  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Williams,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Grace 
Stanton,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 
Griswold  :  Pachaug  Acorns. 
Hanover  :  Little  Circle. 
New  London  :  Schauffler  Mission-Circle. 
Norwich  :  Nimble  Fingers,  Zenana  Band. 
Norwich  :  Greeneville  Church,  Girls'  Centennial  Mission-Circle, 

Little  Workers. 
Old  Lyme  :  Cheerful  Givers, 
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LIFE-MEMBERS   MADE   THROUGH   THE  EASTERN 
CONNECTICUT  BRANCH  IN  1876. 


Abel),  Mrs.  Fannie  B. 
Bailey,  Mrs.  Lillie  E. 
Bishop,  Mrs.  Lucy  S. 
Bourne,  Mrs.  Isabella  G. 
Daggett,  Miss  Susan  E. 
Field,  Mrs.  Charlotte  C. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Martha  S. 


Learned,  Miss  Anna  C. 
Learned,  Mrs.  Harriet  M. 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Marie  L. 
Farke,  Mrs.  Fannie  E. 
Shepard,  Miss  Cecilia  S. 
Stanton,  Mrs  R.  P. 
Strong,  Miss  Elizabeth. 


REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  J.  Butler,  Fairport. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Mrs.  L.  S.  Rowland,  Saratoga,  for  Alba- 
ny Association. 

Mrs.  Paris  Barber,  Homer,  for  Central 
Association. 

Mrs.  ■ ■ ,  for  Essex  Associ- 
ation. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Hardy,  Madison,  for  Oneida, 
Chenango,  and  Delaware  Association. 

Mrs.  C.  Haines,  Lockport,  for  Ontario 
Association. 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Waite,  Hopkinton,  for  St. 
Lawrence  and  Black  River  Association. 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Notes,  Binghamton,  for  Sus- 
quehanna Association.    ' 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Atwood,  Arcade,  for  "Wyoming 
Association. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Stewart,  Little  Valley,  for 
Western  Association. 

Mrs.  T.  N.  Benedict,  Upper  Aquebogue, 
for  Long  Island  Association. 

Mrs.  Dr.  H.  M.  Sccdder,  Brooklyn,  for 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Association. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Hobart,  New  York,  for  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  Association. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrook,  74  Warren  Street,  Syracuse. 
Treasurer. 

Miss  Mtra  Fritcher,  36  Warren  Street,  Syracuse. 


Our  Annual  Meeting  was  held  in  Lockport,  in  October,  on  the 
completion  of  the  first  year  of  our  life  as  a  branch.  Eleven  new 
auxiliaries  were  reported,  making  the  present  number  thirty-one  ; 
and  we  already  hear  of  some  others  formed,  and  in  process  of  for- 
mation, since  the  meeting. 

The  presence  of  Mrs.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Norton  there  cheered 
and  stimulated  us,  and  greatly  increased  the  interest  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  and  we  are  sure  all  who  listened  to  their  earnest  words  went 
away  resolved  to  do  more  personally  for  the  advancement  of  the 
cause. 
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We  feel  stronger  now,  and,  with  this  experience  of  the  past, 
have  entered  upon  the  new  year  with  good  courage,  and  rejoice  to 
have  a  share  in  this  blessed  work.  Still  we  feel  that  we  have  but 
just  begun. 

The  field  is  large,  representing  as  we  do  the  Empire  State ;  and 
yet  our  churches  are  so  scattered,  that  we  find  it  difficult  to  cen- 
tralize our  efforts  and  plans,  as  can  be  done  in  New  England ;  and 
hence  we  work  more  or  less  at  disadvantage.  We  speak  of  this 
to  show  something  of  the  obstacles  we  have  to  contend  with  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  there  are  difficulties,  we  see  before  us  an  opening 
of  future  possibilities,  that  stimulates  our  zeal,  and  leads  us  to  pray 
that  our  "  little  one  may  become  a  thousand." 

Some  work  has  been  done  to  enlighten  our  churches  in  refer- 
ence to  this  cause.  Mrs.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Norton  together  vis- 
ited several  places,  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  alone  spent  two  weeks 
going  from  place  to  place,  and  speaking  to  interested  audiences  ; 
and,  as  the  result  of  these  labors,  we  are  expecting  several  new 
auxiliaries  to  be  added  to  our  number.  We  have  also  had  with 
us  another  "  live  missionary,"  Mrs.  Montgomery  of  Marash,  whose 
relatives  reside  in  Syracuse  ;  and  those  who  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  her  will  always  feel  a  warm  sympathy  in  the 
work  to  which  she  is  consecrated. 

We  are  seeking  also  to  interest  the  children,  and  secure  the 
formation  of  mission-circles,  hoping,  that,  by  engaging  their  active 
sympathy,  we  may,  through  them,  interest  some  older  ones  in  places 
where  it  seems  impossible  now  to  form  auxiliaries ;  while  an  intelli- 
gent missionary  spirit  is  cultivated  among  the  rising  generation. 
We  have  heretofore  had  no  special  work  as  a  branch,  but  expect 
now  to  assume  the  entire  support  of  a  mission-school  at  Manda- 
pasalie  in  India,  many  of  our  auxiliaries  taking  scholarships  in  it. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  impulse  given  at  our  Annual  Meeting  will 
result  in  a  rapid  increase  of  our  co-operators,  as  well  as  in  a 
deeper  consecration,  and  a  more  earnest  spirit  of  prayer  for  God's 
blessing  among  all  who  are  engaged  in  this  work. 

It  is  but  right,  in  conclusion,  that  we  should  say  that  the  women 
in  some,  though  not  all,  of  our  largest  and  wealthiest  churches  in 
Brooklyn,  where  the  congregational  strength  in  this  State  largely 
centres,  had  become  connected  with  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  an  independent  organization,  before  the  formation  of  our 
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branch,  and  that  their  funds  are   contributed    to   that   treasury, 
instead  of  ours. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Holbrook:,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Albany  :  Mrs.  Isaac   Edwards,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  John   E.  Bradley, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  William  S.  Learned,  Treas. 
Antwerp:  Mrs.  John  Green,   Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  D.   Swan,  Sec'y; 

Miss  Sarah  White,  Treas. 
Arcade  :  Mrs.  E.  F.  Atwood,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Gibson,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Rosella  Burns,  Treas. 
Blnghamton  :  Mrs.  E.  M.  Noyes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.    Henry   Morris, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Edward  Taylor,  Treas. 
Eaton  :  Mrs.  Augustus  Leach,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Walter  Morse,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Fairport  :  Mrs.  J.  E.  Howard,  Pres. :  Mrs.  G.  Brooks,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Julia  Dickenson,  Treas. 
Flushing  :  Mrs.  Albert    C.  Reed,  Pres. ;   Miss  Margaret  Mac- 

•    Gregor,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  P.  G.  Quirnby,  Treas. 
Franklin  :  Mrs.  Charles  Noble,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  A.  Chamberlain, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Smith,  Treas. 
Gloversville  :    Mrs.  A.  A.  Johnson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  VT.  C.  Mills, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Richardson,  Cor.  Sec'y ;  Miss  L. 

Van  Slyke,  Treas. 
Gaines  :  Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.  Egleston,  Directress  ;  Mrs.  Mary  A. 

Morgan,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Hattie  Anderson,  Treas. 
Hamilton:  Miss  A.  S.  Foote,  Pres.;    Miss  Elizabeth  Welton, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Fanny  Case,  Treas. 
Hopkinton  :  Mrs.  H.  H.  Waite,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  F.  H.  Laughlin, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  J.  Brush,  Treas. 
Jamestown  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  Hall,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Williston,  Mrs. 

S.  A.  Bly,  and   Mrs.  A.  C.  Holmes,  Vice-Pres. ;   Airs. 

B.  A.  Barlow,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lockport:  Mrs.  Amos  Holbrook,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  E.  A.  Holt,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  F.  E.  Dunn,  Sec'y ;  Miss  S.  J.  Price,  Treas. 
Madison  :  Mrs.  J.  L.  White,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  Hardy,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
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Morrisville:  Mrs.  L.  D.  Dana,  Pres. ;  Miss  Melissa  A.  Sher- 
man, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Norwich  :  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Kingsley,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Barber, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Norwood  :  Mrs.  Norman  Ashley,  Directress ;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Eowley, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Henry  Ashley,  Treas. 
Richville  :  Mrs.  R.  Chapin,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  Cross,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 

R.  Styles,  Treas. 
Rochester  :  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Baker,  Pres. ;  Miss  Gertrude  Hol- 

ton,  Sec'y;  Miss  Jessie  Wilson,  Treas. 
Rensselaer    Falls  :    Mrs.  George    A.   Rockwood,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Maggie  Craig,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Emma  Murdock,  Treas. 
Sandy  Creek  :  Mrs.  J.   Salsbury,  Directress ;  Mrs.  D.  E.  Ains- 

worth,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  G.  C.  Kaulback,  Treas. 
Saratoga  Springs  :  Mrs.  L.  S.  Rowland,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Dr.  L.  E. 

Whiting,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Sarah  M.  Davison,  Treas. 
Sherburne  :  Mrs.  C.  J.  Rexford,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  A.  Williams, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Lathrop,  Treas. 
Spencerport  :  Mrs.  A.  Van  Deventer,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  Hiscock, 

Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.    Milton   Bingham,  Cor.    Sec'y ;    Miss 

Mira  A.  Willey,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Syracuse  :  Mrs.   A.    A.   Young,   Pres. ;    Miss   Flora    Hamblin, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Myra  Fritcher,  Treas. 
Upper  Aquebogue  :  Mrs.  T.  N.  Benedict,  Pres. ;  Miss  Melinda 

J.  Young,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Walton  :  Mrs.  John  Mead,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  St.  John,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Westmoreland  :    Mrs.   Edward    McKeen,   Pres. ;   Mrs.    G.  L. 

Goodwin,   Vice-Pres. ;   Mrs.   James   Deane,    Sec'y   and 

Treas. 
West  Groton  :  Mrs.  Nelson  Stevens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Nelson  Carr, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Stowell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Crown  Point  :  Willing  Hearts. 
Gloversville  :  Mission- Circle. 
Franklin  :  Fairy  Fingers. 
Smyrna  :  Mission-  Circle. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH  THE  NEW  YORK 
STATE    BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Abell,  Mrs.  William  P. 
Chamberlin,  Mrs.  Egbert. 
Douglass,  Mrs.  Stanley. 
Haines,  Mrs.  Calvin. 
Hammond,  Miss  Mary  A. 
Holmes,  Miss  Lizzie  T. 


Howe,  Mrs.  Laura. 
Xeville,  Mrs.  Benjamin. 
Page,  Mrs.  Loraine  H. 
Price,  Miss  S.  Jennie. 
Trumble,  Miss  Sarah. 


REPORT   OF   THE   WORCESTER   COUNTY  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  Orlando  Mason.  Winchendon. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Dyer,  Spencer. 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Windsor,  Grafton. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Newton,  Fitchburg. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Gladwin,  Worcester. 

Treasurer. 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Russell,  Worcester. 

Auditor. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

District  Secretaries. 


Mrs.  Edwin  Smith,  first  division,  Barre. 

Mrs.  Ezra  D.  Batcheller,  second  divis- 
ion, Sorth  Brookfield. 

Mrs.  Artemas  Andrews,  third  division, 
Fitchburg. 

Mrs.   A.   H.   Coolidge,  fourth  division, 
Leicester. 

Advisory 

Mrs.  Lewis  Thorpe,  Athol. 

Mrs.  Harding  Woods,  Barre. 

Miss  Mart  Brown,  Clinton. 

Miss  Anna  Haskell,  Fitchburg,  C.  C. 
Church. 

Mrs.  James  Freeland,  Fitchburg,  Roll- 
stone  Church. 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Jewett,  Grafton. 

Miss  S.  M.  Haskell,  Leominster. 

Mrs.  Merrill  Richardson,  Milford. 

Miss  D.  C.  Torret,  Millbury. 

Mrs.  L.  C.  Batcheller,  North  Brookfield. 


Mrs.    Charles    Damon,   fifth   division, 

Worcester, 
Miss  C.  A.  Capron,  sixth  division,  Ux- 

bridge. 
Mrs.    Lewis    Thorpe,  seventh  division 

Athol. 

Committee. 

Mrs.  Alpha  Morton,  Oakham. 
Miss  Ellen  N.  Paine,  Oxford. 
Mrs.  William  B.  Rogers,  Paxton. 
Mrs.  James  G.  Smith,  Phillipston. 
Mrs.  Daniel  P.  Clark,  Royalston. 
Miss  H.  E.  Miller,  Shrewsbury. 
Mrs.  Manning  Leonard,  Southbridge. 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Temple,  Spencer. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Macomber,  Uxbridge. 
Miss  Annie  Whitin,  WhitinsviUe. 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Russell,  Winchendon. 
Mrs.  E.  Cutler,  Worcester. 
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In  looking  back  over  the  past  rear,  the  first  of  the  Worcester 
County  branch,  we  are  impressed  with  the  thought  that  an 
acknowledgment  of  deep  gratitude  is  due  our  heavenly  Father 
from  us,  that  he  has  been  mindful  of  our  effort  to  carry  on  his 
work  in  this  county,  and  given  us  such  evidence  that  he  had  been 
preparing  the  hearts  of  his  children  to  assume  the  responsibilities, 
and  accept  the  privileges,  he  lays  before  them. 

The  first  half  of  the  year  might  be  called  one  of  initiation  and 
equipment,  as  it  was  some  time  after  our  organization,  before 
competent  and  willing  secretaries  could  be  obtained  for  all  the 
districts  into  which  it  had  been  thought  advisable  to  divide  the 
county  in  order  to  systematize  and  facilitate  the  labor. 

By  the  time  of  our  second  quarterly  meeting,  however,  we  were 
rejoicing  in  the  full  roll  of  faithful  and  efficient  helpers,  whose 
efforts,  since  put  forth,  have  been  signally  blessed  in  the  arousino- 
and  increasing  of  a  missionary  spirit  and  zeal  in  manv  churches, 
with  the  tangible  evidence  as  manifested  in  the  formation  of  new 
auxiliaries. 

The  branch  entered  on  its  work  with  twenty  auxiliaries.  We 
are  glad  to-day  to  report  thirty-three,  an  increase  of  thirteen. 

We  support  four  missionaries,  —  Miss  Julia  Gulick  in  Japan. 
Mrs.  Hartwell  in  China,  Hiss  Cull  in  "Western  Turkey,  and  Miss 
Pratt  in  Eastern  Turkey,  —  besides  teachers  and  pupils  in  other 
mission-fields. 

We  have  reason  to  rejoice  and  be  thankful,  that  in  the  midst  of 
the  depression  in  business,  when  so  many  have  felt  obliged  to 
withhold  their  contributions  to  the  cause  of  missions,  our  treasury 
has  been  kept  supplied.  The  Report  of  our  Treasurer  states  the 
amount  received  during  the  year  to  have  been  $2,197.95  aside 
from  8395.19,  which  should  be  credited  to  the  branch,  though  sent 
directly  to  the  rooms  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

Our  quarterly  meetings  have  been  well  attended :  and,  being 
held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many 
have  been  reached,  and  stirred  up  to  increased  efforts,  by  the 
interest  thus  awakened,  to  do  whatever  lay  in  their  power  to 
carry  on  this  work  of  the  Master. 

But.  while  we  have  had  much  to  cheer  and  strengthen  us.  we 
have  been  sorely  afflicted  in  the  loss  of  our  leader.  At  the  verv 
beginning  of  our  work,  in  our  infancy,  when  wise  counsels  and 
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able  leadership  were  so  necessary,  our  honored  President,  Mrs. 
Charles  Washburn,  was  taken  from  us.  Her  heart  was  conse- 
crated to  Christian  love  and  service  ;  and  to  her  efforts  more 
than  any  one  other,  the  formation  of  this  branch  may  be  attrib- 
uted. But  the  summons  to  "  come  up  higher "  was  received ; 
and  she  has  been  called  from  her  earthly  labors  to  partake 
of  heavenly  activities.  While  we  cannot  sorrow  for  her,  we  can 
but  mourn  our  loss,  deprived  as  we  are  of  her  valuable  aid,  and 
the  inspiration  of  her  consecrated  spirit.  We  would  keep  in 
mind  her  dying  message  of  "love  to  the  dear  ladies  of  the 
Worcester  County  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  :  — 

"  Admonish  them  to  look  to  Jesus  alone  for  strength,  and  to  be 
firm,  immovable,  in  this  work  of  the  Lord  for  heathen  women  ; 
and  through  their  instrumentality  may  multitudes  of  our  heathen 
sisters,  with  robes  washed  and  made  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  be  allowed  to  enter  the  heavenly  city." 

If  the  spirit  of  this  message  be  carried  out  by  all  the  members 
of  this  organization,  the  coming  year  shall  witness  great  good 
accomplished  in  the  name  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  ;  and  we  shall 
be  the  honored  instruments,  in  God's  hands,  of  fulfilling  his  com- 
mands, by  extending  the  knowledge  of  his  name,  and  the  bless- 
ings of  his  gospel,  in  the  dark  places  of  the  earth ;  and,  in  blessing 

others,  shall  ourselves  be  blessed. 

Mrs.   G.  E.   Gladwin,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Athol  :  Mrs.   S.  P.  Upham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lewis  Thorpe,   Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Barre  :  Mrs.  Edwin  Smith,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Harding  Woods,  Vice- 

Pres. ;  Mrs.  Estes  Hawes,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Boylston  :    Mrs.    Rebecca   Brigham  *  Pres. ;  Mrs.    Hannah  B. 

Flagg,  Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.    Amelia   Brigham,   Sec'y   and 

Treas. 
Bald  wins  ville  :   Mrs.  D.  L.  Thompson,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Willard 

Baker,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  O.  D.  Sawin,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

*  Deceased. 
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Clinton  :    Mrs.   DeWitt  S.  Clark,  Pres.  ;    Miss  Mary  Sawyer, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Cummings  Dakin,  Treas.  ;  Miss  Mary 

Brown,  Sec'y. 
Fitchburg:    C.    C.    Church,  Mrs.   E.    F.   Bailey,  Pres.;   Mrs. 

Thomas  Palmer,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Anna  Haskell,  Treas. 
Fitchburg  :   Rollstone    Church,  Mrs.    G.   R.   W.   Scott,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Newton,  Vice-Pres.;   Miss  Abbie  M.  Ellis, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Grafton  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Windsor,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  M.  Jewett,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  Sarah  Harrington,  Treas. 
Leicester  :  Mrs.  Z.  Nelson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Coolidge,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Miss   Ada    Warren,    Sec'y;    Miss   Ella  , 

Treas. 
Leominster  :  Mrs.  Samuel  Parker,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Leonard  Wood, 

Mrs.   L.   J.    Gibson,  Vice-Pres.;   Miss  S.  M.    Haskell, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Milford  :  Mrs.  Eunice  Richardson,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Eaton, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Millbury:  Mrs.  Stacy  Fowler,  Pres  ;  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Pierce, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
North  Brookfield  :  Mrs.  A.  Burrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  B.  Reed, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  Porter,  Treas. 
Oakham  :   Mrs.  L.  W.  Mellen,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  J.  Packard,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  A.  Morton,  Sec'y ;  Miss  M.  B.  Allen,  Treas. 
Oxford:  Mrs.  E.  C.  Whittlesey,  Pres.;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Daniels, 

Treas. ;  Mrs.  A.  L.  Joslin,  Sec'y. 
Paxton  :  Mrs.  F.  J.  Fairbanks,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  William  B.  Rogers, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Goodnow,  Treas. 
Phillipston  :   Mrs.  C.  L.  Cushman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Ellen  Fuller, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Petersham  :   Mrs.  Mary  Bixby,  Pres. ;   —  ,  Sec'y  ; 

,  Treas. 

Princeton  :   Mrs.  Anna  Whittaker,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  M.  Howe, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hastings,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Royalston  :  Mrs.  D.  P.  Clark,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  W.  Johnson,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  N.  M.  Estabrook,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  M.  Bullock, 

Sec'y. 
Shrewsbury  :   Mrs.  E.  Porter  Dyer,  Pres. ;    Miss   Harriet   E. 

Miller,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Southbridge  :  Miss  E.  R.  Beach,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  Cummings, 
Miss  F.  C.  Mason,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  P.  M.  Phillips, 
Sec'y  ;  Miss  A.  R.  Leonard,  Treas. 

South  Royalston  :  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Stone,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edward 
A.  Carpenter,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Spencer  :  Mrs.  Erastus  Jones,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Dyer,  Sec'y ; 
Mrs.  O.  J.  Brewer,  Treas. 

Uxbridge  :  Mrs.  S.  D.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edward  Clark,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Loring  Taft,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Warren  :  Mrs.  Austin,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Edward  Fairbanks,  Sec'y. 

Westminster  :  Mrs.  James  B.  Wood,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Theodore  L. 
Wood,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Warner,  Sec'y. 

Whitinsville  :  Mrs.  J.  R.  Thurston,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Josiah  Lazell, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Annie  L.  Whitin,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Winchendon  :  Mrs.  F.  W.  Russell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Whitney, 
Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  L.  J.  Hall,  Treas. 

Worcester  : ,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sanford,  Vice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Kimball,  Sec'y;  Miss.  F.  W. 
Sweetser,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 


Grafton  :  Hillside  Workers. 

Leominster  :  Earnest  Workers. 

Milford  :  Busy  Bees. 

Millbury  :  Light-Bearers  and  Jesus'  Workers. 

North  Brookfield: 

Southbridge  :  Messengers  of  Joy,  Brookside  Workers. 

Spencer  :  Hillside  Workers. 

Warren  :  We  Girls. 

Westborough  :  Willing  Helpers. 

Worcester  :  Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Central  Church ; 
Young  Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Union  Church;  Young 
Ladies'  Mission-Circle,  Piedmont  Church. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  THROUGH  THE  WORCESTER 
COUNTY  BRANCH  IN  1876. 


Bailey,  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Barnes.  Mrs.  Eliza  S.  0. 
Brown,  Miss  Mary. 
Clark,  Mrs.  D.  P. 
Darling,  Mrs.  Eliza  C. 
Dyer,  Mrs.  E.  Porter. 
Harris,  Mrs.  Lucy  G. 
Hyde,  Mrs.  Sally. 


Johnson,  Mrs.  Rensleare. 
Kimball.  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Eockwood,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Eussel!,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Sweetser,  Miss  F.  W. 
White,  Mrs.  Mary. 
Whitin,  Mrs.  J.  C. 


REPORT  OF  THE  FRANKLIN  COUNTY  BRANCH. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Loomis. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Field,  Shelburne  Falls.  I  Mrs.  C.  S.  Brooks,  South  Deerrield. 

Mrs.  "W.  B.  Washburn,  Greenfield.  |  Mrs.  W.  F.  Arms,  Sunderland. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Miss  E.  C.  Graves,  Greenfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Stone. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  L.  A.  Sparhawk. 

The  Franklin  County  branch  was  organized  in  February,  1876. 
There  were,  at  that  time,  twelve  auxiliary  societies  and  two 
mission-circles.  Three  new  societies  and  two  circles  have  since 
been  organized. 

The  quarterly  meetings  have  not  been  as  largely  attended  as 
was  desirable,  but  have  been  much  enjoyed  by  the  members 
present.  At  each  meeting  new  auxiliaries  or  mission-circles  have 
been  reported.  Some  of  these  are  increasing  constantly  in  num- 
bers and  influence  ;  while  others  are  feeble,  and  at  times  almost 
discouraged. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Stone,  Secretary. 


102 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Ashfield  :  Mrs.  Perry,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Maltby,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Clarissa 

Hall,  Treas. 
Bernardston  :  Mrs.  B.  M.  Dewey,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Arthur  Wells, 

Vice-Pres. ;   Miss   C.    S.    Slate,    Sec'y;   Mrs.   S.#  Hoyt, 

Treas. 
Buckland  :  Mrs.  C.  L.  Guild,  Pres. 
Conway  :  Mrs.  M.  S.  Eastman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  D.  Perry,  Sec'y  ; 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Foote,  Treas. 
Coleratne  :  Mrs.  D.  A.  Strong,  Pres.  and  Sec'y. 
East  Charlemont  :  Mrs.  W.  Newell,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Deerfield  :  Mrs.  Dr.  Crawford,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  Stebbins,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
South   Deerfield  :   Mrs.    C.  S.   Brooks,   Pres. ;  Mrs.    Charles 

Arms,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Rice,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Greenfield  :   Mrs.  N.  A.  Russell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   A.  K.  Warner 

and  Mrs.  S.  S.  Eastman,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  L.  Stone, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  L.  A.  Sparhawk,  Treas. 
Montague  :   Miss  A.  Chenery,  Pres. ;  Miss  Julia  Rowe,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Richardson,  Treas. 
Orange:  Mrs.  S.  S.   Dexter,  Pres.;  Miss  F.  Barton,  Sec'y  and 

Treas. 
Shelburne : 
Shelburne  Falls:  Mrs.   C.  B.  Whitcomb,  Pres.;  Mrs.  S.  T- 

Field,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  Edwin  Baker,  Treas. 
Sunderland  :  Mrs.  W.  F.  Arms,  Pres. ;  Miss  Abbie  Montague, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Dr.  Trow,  Treas. 
Whately  :  Miss  M.  E.  W.  Allis,  Pres. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Ashfield  :  We  Girls. 

Bernardston  :  Cup-Bearers. 

Sunderland  :  Wayside  Gleaners,  Busy  Bees. 
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LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE    THROUGH    THE    FRANKLIN 
COUNTY  BRANCH  IN   1876. 


Clark,  Miss  ClaraS. 
Eastman,  Miss  Belle  W. 
Loomis,  Mrs.  E.  B. 


Smead,  Miss  Sarah  P. 
Stone,  Mrs.  E.  L. 


REPORT    OF 


THE    HAMPSHIRE 
BRANCH. 


COUNTY     (MASS.) 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Stoddaed,  Northampton. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  Colton,  East  Hampton. 
Mrs.  Ceo  well,  Amherst. 
Mrs.  Hall,  Northampton.. 

Hecordingr  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Lanman,  West  Hampton. 

Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Miss  E.  H.  Hinckley,  East  Hampton. 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Jenkins,  Amherst. 

Treasurer. 

Miss  I.  G.  Clark,  Northampton. 

Auditor. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  Northampton. 


The  Hampshire  County  branch,  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  was  organized  May  3,  1876,  by  delegates  from 
missionary  societies  in  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Southampton, 
Amherst,  Hatfield,  West  Hampton,  East  Hampton,  South  Hadley, 
Williamsburg,  and  from  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  convened  in 
Northampton  for  that  purpose. 

The  Annual  Meetings  are  to  be  held  alternately  at  Northampton 
and  Amherst ;  the  quarterly  meetings,  of  which  we  have  held 
one,  at  such  places  as  may  be  thought  expedient  by  the  officers. 
Miss  Stevens  of  Osaka,  Japan,  has  been  adopted  as  our  missionary ; 
and  her  salary  for  the  past  year  has  been  paid  from  our  contribu- 
tions, which  have    amounted  thus  far  to  the  sum  of   $1,963.34; 
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the   balance  of  our  contributions  having   gone   into  the  general 
fund  of  the  parent  society. 

Miss  E.  R.  Hinckley,  Sec'y. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Amherst  :  Mrs.  Cooper,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Tyler,  Vice-Pres. ; 
Miss  S.  C.  Snell,  Sec'y ;  Miss  M.  A.  Allen,  Treas. 

Belchertown  :  Mrs.  P.  W.  Lyman,  Pres.;  Mrs.  C.  L.  Wash- 
burn, Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  E.  Ferry,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  S.  D. 
Cowles,  Treas. 

Chesterfield  :  Mrs.  W.  A.  Fobes,  Pres. ;  Miss  D.  Clapp,  Vice- 
Pres.  ;  Miss  E.  Smitn,  Mrs.  Deacon  Baker,  Directresses ; 
Mrs.  M.  Thayer,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  C.  Macomber,  Treas. 

Cummington  :  Mrs.  F.  A.  Othman,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  "William  White, 
Vice-Pres. 

East  Amherst  :  Mrs.  A.  M.  Bardwell,  Pres. ;  Miss  M.  Hastings, 
Sec'y  and  Treas. 

East  Hampton  :  Mrs.  S.  Williston,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Col  ton, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  E.  B.  Hinckley,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

East  Village  :  Mrs.  C.  Streeter,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  C.  Porter, 
Sec'y ;  Mrs.  E.  Pettingill,  Treas. 

Granby  :  Mrs.  R.  F.  Davis,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Blaisdell,  Sec'y ;  Mrs. 
John  Church,  Treas. 

Greenwich  :  Miss  M.  E.  Blodgett,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  T.  Pomeroy, 
Sec'y. 

Hadley  :  Mrs.  R.  Ayres,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dvvight,  Sec'y ; 
Mrs.  R.  Smith,  Treas. 

Hatfield  :  Miss  F.  Graves,  Pres. ;  Miss  A.  Porter,  Sec'y  and 
Treas. 

North  Amherst  :  Mrs.  E.  C.  Marsh,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Dwight,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  F.  Stearns,  Treas.  ;  Miss  E. 
Hobart,  Sec'y. 

Northampton  :  Mrs.  W.  F.  Stoddard,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Gordon 
Hall,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Bridgman,  Mrs.  L.  Bodman,  Direc- 
tresses ;  Miss  I.  G.  Clarke,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Plainfield  :  Miss  T.  M.  Graves,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  Dyer,  Miss  S. 
Warner,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Solomon  Clarke,  Sec'y ;  Miss 
A.  S.  Richards,  Treas. 
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South  Hadley  :  Mrs.  J.  R.  Herrick,  Pres. ;  Miss  L.  A.  Clarke, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Hadley  (Mount   Holyoke    Seminary)  :    Miss  Julia  E. 

Ward,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Southampton:   Mrs.  S.  Lyman,  Pres.;   Miss  S.  Birge,  Sec'y; 

Miss  J.  Z.  Judd,  Treas. 
West  Hampton  :  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lyman,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Williamsburg  :  Mrs.  O.  G.  Hill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  Bodman,  Vice- 

Pres.;  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hall,  Sec'y,and  Treas. 
Worthixgton  :   Mrs.  Stevens,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  L.  A.  Stewart,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 


LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE   THROUGH  THE  HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY  BRANCH  IN  1876. 

Edwards,  Mrs.  E.  L.  I  Warner,  Miss  Mary  Ann. 

Phelps,  Miss  Josephine  E. 


REPORT   OF   SOUTH  MIDDLESEX    CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Hokton,  Wellesley. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.   George  M.  Adams,  Holliston. 

We  are  able  to  report  a  little  progress  made  by  our  association 
during  the  past  year.  One  auxiliary  and  three  mission-circles 
have  been  added  to  our  number ;  one  mission-circle,  dormant  for 
a  season,  has  been  revived ;  and  another  has  taken  on  a  more 
active  character.  We  have  now  fourteen  auxiliaries  and  eleven 
mission-circles  connected  with  the  twenty  churches  of  our  confer- 
ence. In  one  case  two  neighboring  churches  unite  in  one  mis- 
sionary society.  Four  churches  have  as  yet  no  organization  of 
this  kind ;  but  we  hope  they  may  soon  join  our  ranks.     The  mem- 
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bership  of  our  auxiliaries  is  about  four  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
We  have  contributed,  during  the  past  year,  $1,297.00  to  the  cause 
of  missions,  $640.00  of  which  has  come  from  the  mission-circles. 
Among  other  appropriations,  we  have  supported  pupils  at  Har- 
poot,  Ahmednuggur,  Constantinople;  a  native  helper  at  Bitlis;  a 
Bible-reader  in  Turkey;  also  a  village  school  in  India.  One 
share  in  the  Japan  paper  has  been  taken,  and  nine  shares  in  the 
Japan  Home.  We  have  over  two  hundred  subscribers  to  "  The 
Life  and  Light,"  and  about  the  same  number  to  "  The  Well- 
Spring. " 

By  letters  received  from  the  secretaries  of  our  different  auxil- 
iaries, there  seems  to  be  a  growing  interest  in  the  work  of  missions 
in  many  of  our  communities.  In  some  places  a  thorough  study  is 
made  of  the  mission-fields ;  and  with  increased  knowledge  comes, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  increased  interest.  In  other  societies  direct 
communication  is  sustained  with  the  missionaries  themselves,  thus 
promoting  a  close  bond  of  sympathy  between  the  church  at  home 
and  the  work  abroad.  One  lady  writes,  "  Our  meetings  have 
increased  in  interest  during  the  past  year."  Another,  "  The 
cause  lies  near  my  heart ;  and  I  wish  to  pray  and  labor  for  mis- 
sions while  life  is  spared."  And  still  one  more,  "  We  feel  like 
making  greater  efforts  to  increase  the  interest  in  this  good  work." 
Similar  words  of  encouragement  come  to  us  from  nearly  every 
quarter. 

Our  Annual  Meeting  was  held  at  Natick,  in  October.     We  also 

held  a  public  meeting  in  April  at  Lincoln.     Both  were  largely 

attended ;  and  it  is  evident  that  the  work  of  the  association  is 

growing  more  and  more  in  favor  with  the  women  of  our  churches. 

Mrs.  George  M.  Adams,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Concord  :  Mrs.  H.  M.  Grout,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary  Munroe,  Sec'y 

and  Treas. 
Framingham  :  Mrs.  L.  R.  Eastman,  jun.,  Pres. ;  Miss  E.  Rebecca 

Eaton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Holliston  :  Mrs.  G.  M.  Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lucy  F.  Partridge, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  F.  F.  Fiske,  Treas. 
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Hopkinton  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Plimpton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Lincoln  :  Mrs.  H.  J.  Richardson,  Pres.  ;  Mrs.  Susan  F.  Shedd, 

Sec'y ;  Miss  M.  S.  Rice,  Treas. 
Marlborough  :   Mrs.  John  Willard,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  Bucklin, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Natick:   Mrs.  F.  N.  Peloubet,  Pres.;    Mrs.  Edward  Walcott, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Saxonville  :    Mrs.   Charles  Jones,  Pres. ;    Miss  M.  E.   Stone, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Webster,  Treas. 
Southborough  and  Southville  :  Mrs.  N.  J.  Bigelow,  Pres. ; 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Clifford,  Sec'y ;  Miss  E.  D.  Johnson,  Treas. 
South  Framingham  :  Miss  Louisa  A.  Eames,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Celia 

N.  Munyan,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
South  Natick  :  Mrs.  Louisa  F.  Edwards,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  F. 

Clarke,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Sudbury  :    Mrs.   G.  A.   Oviatt,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Nichols  B.  Hunt, 

Vice-Pres.;   Mrs.  Emory  Hunt,   Sec'y;  Mrs.  Hubbard 

Brown,  Treas. 
Wayland  :  Miss  Gertrude  Merrill,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  W.  Draper, 

Directress;   Miss  Carrie  M.  Lee,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Edward 

Carter,  Treas. 
Wellesley  :    Mrs.   E.   N.   Horton,  Pres. ;   Miss  Lizzie   Horr, 

Sec'y ;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Dana,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Ashland  :  Willing  Workers,  Miss   Sarah  F.  Rice,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Mary  L.  Tilton,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Spooner,  Sec'y ; 

Mr.  S  E.  Baker,  Treas. 
Concord:    S.  S.  Missionary   Association,   Miss  Mary  Munroe, 

Sec'y ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Damon,  Treas. 
Framingham  :  Buds  of  Promise,  Miss  Florence  Kendall.  Pres. ; 

Miss  Gertrude    Howe,    Sec'y;    Miss    Hattie    Daniels, 

Treas. 
Holliston  :    Open    Hands,    Mrs.    G.  M.    Adams,  Pres. ;  Miss 

Nellie  Draper,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Mary  J.  Warfield,  Treas. 
Hopkinton  :  Little  Workers. 
Lincoln  :  Cheerful  Givers. 
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Natick:    Young   Ladies'   Mission-Circle,   Miss   Anna  Midigan, 

Pres. ;  Miss  Agnes  Washburn,  Sec'y;  Miss  Mary  Par- 

lin,  Treas. 
Natick  :  Busy  Bees,  Miss  Grace  Peloubet,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  F. 

Whitney,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Alice  Morse,  Treas. 
South  Framingham  :  Willing  Workers,  Miss  Idella  Williams, 

Treas. ;  Miss  Carrie  Wheelock,  Sec'y. 
Sudbury  :  Mayflowers,  Miss  Belle   P.  Oviatt,  Pres. ;  Miss  Alice 

Brown,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Jennie  Hunt,  Treas. 
Wellesley  :  Penny-Gatherers,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Dana,  Pres. 


REPORT     OF    THE    NORTH    ESSEX    CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Cowles,  Ipswich, 

Vice-President. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Seelet,  Haverhill. 

Secretary. 

Miss  M.  F.  Fiske,  Kewburyport. 

Our  association  has  been  maintained  with  a  good  degree  of 
interest  during  this  second  year  of  its  existence,  although  we  have 
not  such  large  results  to  show  as  we  hoped  a  year  ago.  Then  we 
reported  eight  auxiliaries  and  five  mission-circles  in  the  conference. 
A  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  forming,  if  possi- 
ble, an  auxiliary  in  every  church,  —  an  end  to  which  we  hope,  in 
time,  to  attain.  But  the  depression  in  business  which  is  every- 
where felt  has  been  an  obstacle  in  our  way ;  and  we  can  report 
the  formation  of  only  two  new  societies. 

We  have  held  only  our  annual  May  meeting,  which  was  well 
attended ;  and  the  interest  manifested  led  us  to  hope  that  this 
conference  association  may  be  a  valuable  aid  in  extending  a 
knowledge  of  missionary  work,  and  thus  awakening  the  energies 
of  the  ladies  here  in  behalf  of  their  sisters  in  less  favored  lands. 

Miss  Dyer  of  the  Woman's  Board  was  with  us  at  that  meeting, 
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and  interested  the  ladies  greatly  by  her  description  of  the  Con- 
stantinople Home,  and  missionary  work  in  other  stations.  Miss 
Howe,  then  under  appointment  to  South  Africa,  was  also  present, 
and  addressed  the  meeting. 

From  the  different  auxiliary  societies  in  the  association  we  hear 
reports,  in  most  cases  encouraging.  Where  there  has  been  no 
growth,  the  contributions  and  memberships  have  still,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  been  kept  up  to  the  standard  of  former  years. 
The  Secretary  of  one  society  reports  a  gradual  diminution  of 
interest,  and  great  difficulty  in  raising  the  money  pledged,  and 
asks  what  can  be  done.  But,  in  most  of  the  other  societies,  the 
members  have  felt  that  they  could  not  take  a  step  backward  in 
this  work,  though  they  might  have  to  retrench  elsewhere  ;  and 
they  have  brought  their  subscriptions  as  usual ;  though,  in  many 
cases,  it  has  been  only  with  the  greatest  self-denial  and  care  that 
this  was  possible. 

The  enthusiasm  and  zeal  of  the  mission-circles  seem  to  be  in- 
creasing, as  is  shown  by  their  larger  contributions  during  this 
year.     No  new  circles  have  been  organized. 

M.  F.  Fiske,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Amesbury  :  Mrs.  David  Batchelder,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Webster, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  A.  N.  Boardman,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Bradford  :  Mrs.  J.  D.  Kingsbury,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  S.  K.  Hammond, 

Treas. 
Haverhill  :  North   Church,   Mrs.   R.  H.    Seeley,   Pres. ;   Mrs. 

Luther  Johnson,  Treas. ;  Miss  H.  J.  Greenwood,  Sec'y. 
Ipswich  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Cowles,  Pres. ;  Miss  Lydia  A. 

Caldwell,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Zenas  Cushing,  Treas. 
Newbtjryport  :  Mrs.  Luther  F.  Dimmick,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Anthony 

Jones,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Susan  Brown,  Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  H. 

A.  Ingraham,  Treas. 
Salisbury  Point  :  Mrs.  Dolly  Colby,  Pres. ;  Miss  Anna  Colby, 

Treas. 
Merrimack  (formerly  West  Amesbury)  :  Mrs.  Frederic  Nichols, 

Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  B.  Judkins,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  G.  N.  Bird, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  G.  E.  Bicker,  Treas. 
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West  Boxford  :  Mrs.  Calvin  E.  Park,  Pres. ;  Miss  Marion 
Andrew,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  R.  Kimball,  Treas. 

Geoveland  :  Mrs.  J.  C.  Paine,  Pres. 

West  Newbury  :  First  Church,  Miss  C.  G.  Coker,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
H.  M.  Moore,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  William  Hale,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Haverhill  :  North  Church,  Pentucket  Mission-Circle. 

Newburyport:  Belleville  Mission-Band,  Tyler  Mission- Circle, 
Campbell  Mission-Circle,  North  Church  Mission- Circle, 
Oldtown  Mission-Circle,  Willing  Helpers. 


REPORT   OF   THE   SOUTH  ESSEX   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  "W.  E.  C.  Weight. 
Vice-President. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Eastman. 
Secretary. 

Miss  Sarah  P.  Chamberlain. 

As  a  conference  association  we  are  able  to  report  a  steadily 
increasing  interest  in  foreign  missions. 

To  the  fifteen  auxiliaries  and  nine  mission-circles  reported  last 
year,  we  have  added  three  auxiliaries  and  one  mission-circle. 
These  new  organizations  are  connected  with  the  churches  in 
Manchester,  Danvers  Centre,  and  the  First  Church  in  Lynn  ; 
the  mission-circle  with  the  Maple-street  Church,  Danvers.  We 
take  especial  satisfaction  in  reporting  this  last,  because  of  the 
success  which  it  has  achieved. 

Ten  of  our  auxiliaries  report  monthly  meetings :  one  holds  its 
meetings  semi-monthly;  and  the  remainder,  for  the  most  part, 
quarterly.  . 
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The  amount  raised  by  these  auxiliaries  during  the  year  is  about 
eleven  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  that  raised  by  mission-circles. 

This  year  we  support  one  missionary,  two  schools,  two  Bible- 
readers,  scholarships  at  Inanda,  Constantinople,  Harpoot,  Foo- 
chow,  and  Dakota.  Three  of  our  auxiliaries  have  taken  shares  in 
the  Kioto  Home. 

A  legacy  of  five  hundred  dollars,  announced  a  few  months  since, 
from  a  member  of  our  conference  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, may  be  a  slight  indication  of  a  quickened  interest  in  this 
special  department  of  the  missionary  work,  coming,  too,  as  it  did, 
from  one  who  had  been  "  content  to  fill  a  little  space  "  in  life,  but 

who  — 

Walking  her  round  of  duty 
Serenely  day  by  day,'' 

had  so  glorified  the  Master  in  the  work  of  "  lowly  love  "  to  which 
she  had  been  called,  as  to  win  the  affection  and  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  her. 

But,  while  we  gratefully  recognize  this  evidence  of  increased 
interest,  we  cannot  forget  that  there  are  still  sixteen  churches 
whose  co-operation  in  this  work  we  are  anxious  to  secure. 

No  retrospect  of  our  year  would  be  complete,  if  we  failed  to 
make  mention  of  the  fact  that  Death  has  come  into  our  inner 
circle,  and  taken  from  us  our  beloved  and  gifted  President,  Mrs. 
Abbie  Stuart  Anthony  of  Peabody.  "  The  ladies  who  knew  her 
best  knew  of  her  intelligent  and  unwavering  devotion  to  the  work 
of  evangelizing  the  world.  It  was  always  her  conviction,  that  the 
woes  of  the  world  spring  most  prominently  from  the  wickedness 
in  human  hearts.  Therefore  she  felt  that  the  noblest  and  truest 
philanthropy  is  that  which  aims  to  restore  men  to  a  character- 
likeness  to  God.  Moreover,  she  reasoned,  that,  while  physical 
woes  may  hopefully  appeal  to  all  classes  of  men,  the  work  of  evan- 
gelizing the  world  must  find  its  main  support  in  the  gifts  and 
sacrifices  of  the  children  of  God.  The  object  of  our  Woman's 
Board  was,  therefore,  dear  to  her  convictions  and  her  heart." 

In  consequence  of  great  feebleness  during  the  months  succeed- 
ing her  appointment  to  the  presidency  of  our  association,  there 
was  little  opportunity  for  her  to  work  with  the  energy  and  zeal 
which  characterized  her :  yet,  when  too  weak  to  sit  up,  she  was 
writing  to  pastors  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  this  work. 
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"  She  hath  done  what  she  could."     "  So  soon  are  we  forced  to 
say,  She  is  not ;  for  God  hath  taken  her." 

Sarah  P.  Chamberlain,  Sec'y. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

Beverly  :    Dane-street  Church,  Mrs.  Adeline   Norwood,  Direc- 
tress ;    Mrs.  Mary  E.  Gordon,  Sec'y  ;    Miss  Sarah  W. 

Clark,  Treas. 
Boxford  :    Mrs.    S.    D.   Ganimell,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Abby  R.  Gage, 

Treas. ;  Miss  Annie  E.  Sawyer,  Sec'y. 
Danvers  :  Maple-street  Church,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Learoyd,  Directress ; 

Mrs.  W.  E.  C.  Wright,  Sec'y. 
Danvers   Centre  :    Mrs.  Mary  P.  Dodge,  Pres. ;   Miss  P.  J. 

Mudge,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Gloucester:  Mrs.    Laura  R.  Hunt,  Pres. ;  Mrs.   J.  Eldredge, 

Mrs.  Mary  Tucker,  Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  Fred.  Allen,  Sec'y ; 

Mrs.  Peter  D.  Smith,  Treas. 
Ipswich  :    South   Church,  Miss  Mary  T.    Caldwell,  Pres. ;    Miss_ 

Lydia  Wade,  Sec'y  ;  Miss  Susan  Kimball,  Treas. 
Lynn  :  Central  Church,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Currier,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  W.  F. 

Hill,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lynn  :  North  Church,  Mrs.  J.  Wales,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Ira  O.  Sever- 
ance, Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Lynn  :   First  Church  :    Miss  C.   L.  Bancroft,  Pres.  ;  Miss  M.  G. 

Pike,  Sec'y ;  Miss  P.  Cutts,  Treas. 
Manchester  :   Mrs.  George  L.  Gleason,  Directress ;  Mrs.  Kate 

B.   Sargent,    Ass't    Directre-s ;    Miss  Hattie   P.    Allen, 

Sec'y  ;  Miss  Anna  T.  Rust,  Treas. 
Marblehead  ;  North  Church, Mrs.  M.  A.  Girdler,  Pres. pro  tern.; 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Williams,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  John  Pitman,  Treas. 
Middleton  :  Mrs.  H.  W.  Merria'm,  Pres. ;  Miss  Henrietta  Tyler, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Peabody  :  Mrs.  Richard  Smith,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Salem  :    Crombie-street  Church,  Mrs.  William  B.  Parker,  Pres. ; 

Miss  A.  L.  Peirson,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
Salem  :  South  Church,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Johnson,  Pres. ;  Miss  S.  I. 

English,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Salem:    Tabernacle 'Church,  Miss  Mary  J.  Fitz,  Pres.";    Miss 

Emma  H.   Short,  Sec'y;   Miss  Sarah  P.   Chamberlain, 

Treas. 
Swampscott  :   Mrs.  Samuel  Eastman,  Directress ;  Miss  Weber, 

Sec'y  ;  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Torrey,  Treas. 
Topsfield  :    Mrs.   James   H.  Fitts,  Directress ;   Mrs.   Richard 

Phillips,  Ass't ;  Miss  S.  S.  Edwards,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Clara 

Todd,  Treas. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Beverly  :  Ivy-Leaves,  Centreville  Mission-Circle. 

Danvers  :  Maple-Leaf. 

Gloucester : 

Lynxt  :  Mayflowers. 

Marblehead  :  Youth's  Church  Association,  Cheerful  Workers, 

Little  Mission- Workers. 
Peabody  :  Morning  Stars,  Pigeon  Cove,  Busybodies. 
Salem  :  Tabernacle  Church,  Willing  Helpers. 


REPORT    OF    THE    NORFOLK    CONFERENCE    ASSO- 
CIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  F.  P.  Chapin,  Xorth  Weymouth. 

Vice-President. 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Cart,  Brockton. 

Secretary. 

Miss  R.  A.  Faxon,  Braintree. 

As  we  close  the  records  of  our  first  year  as  a  conference  asso- 
ciation, while  we  cannot  feel  that  we  have  done  all  we  could,  we 
are  sure  we  have  done  something  to  forward  the  work  of  the 
Woman's  Board  in  the  churches  in  our  conference.  We  who 
have  worked  and  watched  for  it  have  seen  a  growing  and  deepen- 
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ing  interest  among  those  already  awakened,  and  a  desire  for  more 
knowledge,  with  a  readiness  to  organize  and  work,  on  the  part 
of  some  to  whom,  a  year  ago,  the  work  was  new  and  strange  and 
unattractive. 

We  have  grown  from  eleven  auxiliaries  to  fifteen,  from  six 
mission-circles  to  nine,  —  an  increase  of  seven  societies. 

Fourteen  churches  in  the  conference  still  remain  having  no 
connection  with  the  Board,  and  contributing  nothing  to  its  funds. 
In  some  of  these  the  leaven  is  already  working ;  and  we  believe 
that  all  will  soon  be  led  to  see  their  part  in  this  work,  and  be 
ready  to  assume  it. 

Some  of  the  mission-circles  have  done  grandly  ;  and  we  see  in 
them  the  strong,  ready  workers  of  coming  years. 

Having  grown  to  sufficient  size,  though  still  so  young,  we  had 
hoped  to  organize  as  a  branch  at  our  last  quarterly  meeting, 
coming  just  before  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board,  and  to  be  so 
represented  at  that  meeting.  But  owing  to  heavy  storms,  which 
hindered  travel  either  by  rail  or  road,  we  were  twice  defeated  in 
our  plans. 

Our  meetings  have  been  held  quarterly  during  the  year.  They 
have  been  well  attended,  interesting,  and  instructive. 

We  enter  the  new  year  hopefully  and  prayerfully,  knowing'  it 
will  open  to  us  new  and  wider  opportunities  for  usefulness.  May 
grace  and  strength  be  given  us  to  possess  the  land,  and  hold  it  for 
the  Master  ! 

M.  M.  Chapin. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 


Abingtcxn  :  Mrs.  G.  C.  Freeman,  Pres. ;  Miss  Faunce,  Sec'y. 

Abington  (Xorth)  :  Mrs.  C.  D.  Jones,  Pres. 

Braintree  (East)  :   Mrs.  T.  A.   Emerson,  Pres. ;  Miss  K.  A. 

Faxon,  Sec'y. 
Brockton  :  Mrs.  G.  C.  Carey,  Sec'y. 
Canton  :  Mrs.  E.  H.  Morse,  Pres. 
Cohassett  :  Mrs.  Small,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  P.  Bates,  Sec'y. 
Easton  :  Miss  Annie  M.  Randall,  Pres. ;   Mrs.  Francis  Holmes, 

Sec'y. 
Hanover : 
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Holbrook  :  Miss  S.  J.  Holbrook,  Sec'y. 

Quincy  :  Mrs.  E.  Norton,  Pres. ;  Miss  H.  A.  Bates,  Sec'y. 

Rockland  :    Mrs.  H.  A.  Westgate,   Pres. ;    Miss  Mary   Shaw, 

Sec'y. 
Weymouth  :  First  Church,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Chapin,  Pres. ;  Miss  Mary 

Loud,  Sec'y. 
Weymouth  :  Pilgrim  Church,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Lincoln,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E. 

Seabury,  Sec'y. 
Weymouth  and  Braintree  :  Mrs.  L.  H.  Frary,  Pres. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Abington  :  King's  Messengers. 

Abington  (North)  : 

Braintree  :  Happy  Workers. 

Brockton  :  Messenger-Birds. 

Hingham  :  Money-Plants. 

Randolph  :  Cheerful  Givers. 

Weymouth  :  First  Church,  Wide-awake  Workers. 

Weymouth  (South)  :  Union  Church  Circle. 

Weymouth  (East)  :  Cheerful  Workers. 


REPORT  OF   THE  BARNSTABLE   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Miss  Hannah  C.  Hoxie,  Sandwich. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Chaddock,  Wellfleet, 

Mrs.  Hiram  Day,  Chatham. 

Mrs.  Russel  Hincklet,  West  Barnstable. 

Recording  Secretai*y. 

Miss  Fannie  H.  Noble,  Truro. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,  Yarmouth. 
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In  presenting  our  Second  Annual  Report,  we  feel  that  we  have 
reason  to  "  thank  God,  and  take  courage."  Since  our  last  was 
sent,  in  January,  1876,  five  auxiliaries  have  been  formed.  We 
now  number  thirteen,  leaving  only  five  of  the  eighteen  churches  of 
our  conference  which  are  not  co-operating  with  us  ;  and  from  one 
of  these  we  have  encouragement  that  an  auxiliary  will  soon  be 
formed.  We  have  no  great  results  to  speak  of;  but  we  feel  that 
the  good  cause  is  rooting  itself  more  deeply  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Christian  women  of  our  churches.  And  although  we  have  to 
encounter  a  spirit  of  apathy  and  indifference,  which  is,  perhaps, 
somewhat  peculiar  to  these  churches,  still,  wherever  auxiliaries 
have  been  formed,  we  find  an  earnest  devotion  to  the  work,  and  a 
firm  determination,  by  the  help  of  the  Master,  to  make  the  work 
of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  a  success  among  us. 

A  mission-circle  has  been  formed  at  Fast  Falmouth  during  the 
year,  called  the  "  Helping  Hands."  The  "  Little  Sea-Birds  "  of 
Yarmouth  were  also  re-organized  for  more  effective  work,  last 
spring,  and  were  able  to  remit  to  the  treasurer  in  Boston,  in  No- 
vember, the  sum  of  $52.74  as  the  result  of  their  efforts.  The 
Yarmouth  auxiliary  also  reports  a  large  increase  in  the  amount 
contributed  by  them  last  year,  in  a  donation  of  $100.00  from  one 
of  their  members. 

The  semi-annual  meeting,  held  at  South  Dennis  Dec.  13,  was 
well  attended.  Encouraging  reports  were  presented  from  all  the 
auxiliaries.  A  good  degree  of  interest  was  manifested ;  and  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  expressing  the  sense  of  our  great  need  of 
individual  consecration  to  the  service  of  God,  and  pledging  our- 
selves to  renewed  devotion  to  the  missionary  work. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,  Cor.  Sec'y. 


AUXILIARY   SOCIETIES. 

East  Falmouth  :   Mrs.  Benjamin  Hatch,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Joshua 

Davis,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 
FALMOTJTn  :  Mrs.  H.  K.  Craig,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lucian  Hunt,  Sec'y ; 

Miss  E.  D.  Robinson,  Treas. ;  31  members. 
North  Falmouth  :  Mrs.  Tucker,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Deacon  Wetherell, 

Sec'y  and  Treas. 
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Orleans  :  Miss  Martha  Doane,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Mercy  L.  Freeman, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  Small,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  22  mem- 
bers. 
Provincetown  :  Mrs.  Nathaniel  Hopkins,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Reuben 

Freeman,    Sec'y;    Mrs.    Henry   Havender,    Treas.;    22 

members. 
Sandwich  :  Mrs.  C.  C.  P.  Waterman,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Eliza  Wells, 

Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Heald,  Treas.; , 

Sec'y;  37  members. 
South  Wellfleet  :  Mrs.  Seth  F.  Foster,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Eliza  F. 

Paine,  Sec'y ;  28  members. 
Truro  :  Mrs.  E.  W.  Noble,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Jane  Paine,  Vice-Pres. ; 

Miss  Fannie  H.  Noble,  Sec'y  and  Treas. ;  15  members. 
Waquoit  :  Mrs.  J.  H.  Robinson,  Pres. ;    Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Eldridge, 

Sec'y ;  40  members. 
Wellfleet  :  Mrs.  E.  G.  Chaddock,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  George  A.  Hol- 

brook,  Sec'y;  Mrs.  Barzilla  Kemp,  Treas.;  42  members. 
West  Barnstable  :  Mrs.  H.  A.  Goodhue,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Russel 

Hinckley,  Sec'y;    Mrs.   S.  Frank  Bodfish,  Treas.;    14 

members. 
Yarmouth  :    Mrs.  J.  W.  Dodge,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Sylvester  Baker, 

Sec'y;  Mrs.  Edwin  Thacher,  Treas.;  30  members. 


MISSION-CIRCLES. 

Yarmouth  :  Little  Sea-Birds. 
East  Falmouth  :  Helping  Hands. 


REPORT   OF  THE  PILGRIM    CONFERENCE   ASSO- 
CIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  BoTTKNE/^Marslifleld. 
Vice-President. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Alden,  jim.,  Marshfleld. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Hanover. 
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The  Pilgrim  Conference  Association  has  entered  upon  its  sec- 
ond year,  having  been  organized  in  October,  1875.  At  the  time 
of  its  organization,  there  were  but  two  auxiliaries  within  the 
bounds  of  the  conference.  We  now  number  seven  auxiliaries, 
embracing  eight  churches.  There  is  only  one  mission-circle. 
Some  of  the  auxiliaries  have  invited  children  to  their  meetings 
when  there  has  been  any  thing  that  would  specially  interest 
them. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report,  two  auxiliaries  have  been 
formed.  Our  conference  is  very  small,  numbering  only  fifteen 
churches,  with  less  than  a  thousand  female  members. 

The  other  conference  associations  have  none  of  them  less  than 
twenty  churches  (one  has  thirty-three)  ;  and  some  of  them  have 
several  thousand  female  members. 

If  we  compare  ourselves  with  other  associations,  we  should  be 
discouraged  at  the  small  results  of  our  labors,  and  be  tempted  to 
hide  the  one  talent  God  has  given  us.  Let  us  rather  rejoice 
that  we  are  permitted  to  be  co-workers  with  the  Saviour  in  any 
portion  of  his  vineyard. 

The  reports  from  the  several  auxiliaries  speak  of  an  increasing 
interest  in  the  work  of  missions  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
enlisted  in  the  cause ;  and  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
there  will  be  an  auxiliary  in  every  church  in  the  conference. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Chiltonville  :  Fourth  Church,  Plymouth,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cobb, 
Pres. ;  Miss  Susie  Churchill,  Sec'y ;  Miss  Laura  A.  King, 
Treas. 

Halifax  :  Mrs.  Sophia  A.  Holmes,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Lucy  W.  Pack- 
ard, Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Hanover  :  Mrs.  Abby  Barstow,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Josie  M.  Hatch, 
Vice-Pres. ;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Allen,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 

Kingston  :  Mrs.  Joseph  Peckham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ames,  Yice- 
Pres. ;  Mrs.  Simeon  McLauthlin,  Treas. ;  Miss  Mary 
Stetson,  Sec'y. 
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Marshfield:  Mrs.  J.  H.  Bourne,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  E.  Alden,jun.3 

Sec'y. 
Plymouth  :    Mrs.   George   A.   Tewksbury,  Pres.  ;   Mrs.   Ellen 

Congdon,  Sec'y ;  Mrs.  George  G.  Dyer,  Treas. 
Plymouth  (South)  :  Mrs.  David  Brigham,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Henry 

Holmes,  Vice-Pres. ;  Miss  Fannie  Holmes,  Sec'y ;  Miss 

Addie  Hovey,  Treas. 


REPORT    OF    THE    OLD   COLONY   CONFERENCE 
ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS. 

President. 

Mrs.  E.  N.  Tobey,  New  Bedford. 

Vice-President. 

Mrs.  I.   C.  Thachee,  Wareham. 

Secretary. 

Mrs.  P.  N.  Bodfish,  Wareham. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Association  connected  with  the  Old 
Colony  Conference  of  Churches  was  organized  in  April,  1876,  at 
the  First  Church  in  Middleborough.  There  are  thirteen  churches 
included  in  this  conference ;  and  as  yet  but  five  auxiliaries  have 
been  formed.  The  meeting  at  Marion  in  October  was  well 
attended,  and  considerable  interest  manifested.  It  was  voted 
that  the  money  raised  at  the  April  meeting  ($14.50)  be  sent  to 
Japan.  Mrs.  P.  N.  Bodfish,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETIES. 

Fairhaven:   Mrs.  S.  W.  Hawkes,  Pres.;  Miss  Georgie  Fair- 
field, Sec'y ;  Miss  Susie  P.  Wilcox,  Treas. 

New  Bedford:  Mrs.  John  Hopkins,  Pres.;  Mrs.  Joseph  Sea- 
bury,  Vice-Pres. ;    Mrs.  George  W.  Ellis,  Rec.   Sec'y ; 
Mrs.   Timothy    Stowe,    Cor.    Sec'y;    Mrs.    George  F. 
Kingman,  Treas. 

Rochester  Centre  :  Miss  Emily  Leonard,  Pres. 

Wareham  :  Mrs.  I.  C.  Thacher,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  A.  F.  Gibbs,  Sec'y 
and  Treas. 
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MISSION-CIRCLES. 
New  Bedford  :  Union  Workers. 
Wareham  :  The  Merry  Gleaners. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES    OF    THE    WOMAN'S    BOARD    OF   MISSIONS    FOR 
THE   YEAR    ENDING   DEC.    30,    1876. 


ZULU  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Mary  K.  Edwards  for  1877 

"      "  Miss  Gertrude  R.  Hance 

"      "  Mrs.  Susan  W.  Tyler      . 
Bible-Reader  at  Umvoti  .... 
General  Expenses  of  Inanda  Seminary 
Girls'  School  at  Umzunibi 


$540  00 
459  00 
459  00 
50  00 
540  00 
405  00 


EUROPEAN  TURKEY. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  J.  F.  Clarke $400  00 

"      "    Mrs.  George  D.  Marsh 400  00 

11      "    Mrs.  Ellen  S.  Baird 400  00 


WESTERN  TURKEY.  —  CONSTANTINOPLE  HOME. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams §750  00 

"      "  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons 500  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Cora  Welch  Tomson 500  00 

"      "  Miss  Anna  D.  Bliss 320  00 

Scholarships 1,500  00 

Miscellaneous    Items,  consisting   of   Native    Teachers, 

Books,  Apparatus,  Taxes,  Insurance,  &c.    .        .        .  1,000  00 

Three  Bible- Women  in  Constantinople       .        .        .       .  150  00 

NICOMEDIA. 

Salary  of  Miss  Laura  Farnham $375  00 

Bardesag  School 580  00 

Village  Schools 360  00 

C^SAREA. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Giles §380  00 

"      "  tMiss  Sarah  A.  Closson 313  00 

High  School,  Talas 670  00 

Adult  Instruction 100  00 

Bible-Women 234  00 

Village  Schools .       .       .  122  00 


$2,453  00 


121 


MARSOVAN. 


Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Fritcher 

"      "  Miss  Fannie  E.  Washburn 
Three  Bible-Women 
Girls'  Preparatory  School 
Repairs  Girls'  School 
Girls  in  Boarding-School 
Salary  of  Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Leonard 


$313  00 
313  00 
150  00 
330  00 
120  00 
750  00 
313  00 


Salary  of  Miss  Flavia  S.  Bliss $313  00 

Girls'  High  School 180  00 

Village  Schools 165  00 


Salary  of  Miss  Phebe  L.  Cull 

"      "  Miss  Hattie  G.  Powers 
Girls'  School  at  Ak  Hissar     . 


$450  00 

450  00 

45  00 


Five  Scholarships 


$150  00 


Total,  Western  Turkey 


$11,896  00 


CENTRAL  TURKEY.— AINTAB. 

Salary  of  Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor    .        .        .        .       .        .  $388  00 

"      "   Miss  Ellen  M.  Pierce 388  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School,  Teachers,  Steward,  Matron,  &c.  886  00 

Village  Schools 394  00 

Bible-Readers 150  00 

Tours  of  Mission  Ladies . 200  00 

Translation  Fund  to  prepare  Schoolbooks  .       .       .  100  00 


MARASH. 


Salary  of  Mrs.  Giles  F.  Montgomery    . 

Total,  Central  Turkey 


2,894  00 


EASTERN  TURKEY.  —  HARPOOT. 


Salary  of  Miss  Harriet  Seymour 
"  "  Miss  Caroline  E.  Bush 
"      "  Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Allen 

Ten  Bible- Women    . 

Female  Seminary     . 


$344  00 
344  00 
344  00 
167  00 
855  00 


VAN. 

One-half  Salary  of  Misses  C.  and  M.  Ely    .       .        .        .  $344  00 

Salary  of  Mrs.  M.  W.  Raynolds) 344  00 

Bible- Woman 30  00 

Girls' Boarding-School 220  00 
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MARDIN. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Olive  L.  Andrus $344  00 

"      "  Miss  Sarah  Sears 344  00 

"      "  Miss  Cassie  Pratt 344  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School 373  00 

Village  Schools 102  00 

Total,  Eastern  Turkey     .        .      $4,499  00 

MAHRATTA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bissell,  Ahruednuggur  .        .        .  $578  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Park,  Bombay        ....  743  00 

"       "  Mrs.  Abby  S.  Hume 578  00 

"      "  Miss  Sarah  F.  Norris,  M.D.,  Bombay         .        .  660  00 

Conveyances 330  00 

Pundit 132  00 

Rent 330  00 

Guard 73  00 

Health  Tours 55  00 

Salary  of  Mrs.  M.  C.  Winsor 578  00 

Girls'  School,  Ahmednuggur 501  00 

Ten  Bible-Women 482  00 


MADURA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Capron $550  00 

"      "  Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Chandler 550  00 

"      "  Miss  Elizabeth  Sisson 550  00 

"      "  Miss  Etta  Chandler 550  00 

"      "  Miss  Emma  K.  Ogden,  M.D S50  00 

"      "  Mrs.  J.  M.  Minor 330  00 

Seven  Bible-Women 234  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School,  Madura 500  00 

"    School  at  Battalagundu 225  00 

"         "      "  Pultney .  113  00 

"         "      "  Mandapasalie 523  00 

it         a      «  ]\iana  Madura 225  00 

Hindu  Girls'  Schools 287  00 

Teacher  for  Wives  of  Catechists 88  00 

Day-School.  Madura 69  00 

Girls  in  Day  and  Village  Schools  at  all  the  Stations  .        .  922  00 

CEYLON  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Agnew $550  00 

*  "      "  Miss  Harriet  E.  Townshend         .        .        .  550  00 

"      "  Miss  Susan  R.  Howland 550  00 

"      "  Mrs.  E.  F.  De  Reimer 550  00 

Six  Bible- Women 116  00 

Udupitty  Female  Seminary 440  00 

Uduville         "           "              715  00 

Village  Schools 275  00 


5,040  00 


5,266  00 


3,746  00 
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FOOCHOW  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Hartwell $500  00 

"       "  Miss  Adelia  M.  Payson 500  00 

Girls'  Boarding-School 611  00 

Girls'  Day-School 278  00 

_ §1,889  00 

NORTH  CHINA  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Andrews,  including  Teachers' 

Tours,  &c §660  00 

Bible- Woman  at  Tungcho 31  00 

691  00 

JAPAN  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Eliza  Talcott §666  00 

«  "  MissM.  E  Gouldy 666  00 

"  "  Miss  J.  A.  Gulick 666  00 

«  "  Miss  Justina  Wheeler 666  00 

«  "  Miss  F.  A.  Stevens 666  00 

«  "  Mrs.  E.  S.  De  Forest 666  00 

"  «  Mrs.  S.  C.  Adams 666  00 

Girls'  School  at  Osaka 10°  & 

4,762  00 

NORTHERN  MEXICO  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Miss  Carrie  M.  Strong $420  00 

GMS'SCOO. ^  K600 

AUSTRIAN  MISSION. 

Salary  of  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Schauffler        .        .        ...        ■    §600  00 


DAKOTA  MISSION. 


Salary  of  Miss  Martha  Shepard $375_  00 

"      "  Miss  Lucy  Dodge 375  00 

General  Expenses 800  00 


600  00 


1,550  00 


Total  Appropriations  for  1877     .       .       .  $48,012  00 

Extra  Appropriations  for  1876 74^ 

Outfits  and  Travelling  Expenses 4'000  6° 

Disbursements  for  the  Constantinople  Home     .        .        •  5>509  03 

HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

Publishing  "  Life  and  Light,"  including  ser- 
vices at  office $6,036  04 

Printing  Annual  Report 477  00 

Printing  and  Advertising,  Postage  and  Inci- 
dentals               72i  84 
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BUREAU  OF  EXCHANGE. 

Salary  and  Travelling  Expenses         .       .       .       $749  40 

Weekly  Pledge  Envelopes 130  20 

Leaflets 19  33 

$9,036  81 

Re-investment  of  Permanent  Fund 5,891  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  Dec.  30,  1876,  consisting  of  funds 

temporarily  invested  for  the  Constantinople  and  Kioto 

Homes,  and  Armenia  College •  21,682  18 


$101,553  82 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS  FOR  THE 
TEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1876. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Dec.  31,  1875 $20,523  45 

Subscriptions  and  Donations  in  1876 56,224  80 

Donations  for  Constantinople  Home  Building  Fund.        .        .        .  1,162  67 

"         "  Kioto  Home,  Japan 5,165  47 

"         "  Female  Department  Armenia  College         .        .       .  1,572  27 

Legacies 3,800  00 

Receipt  s  from  "  Life  and  Light  " 6,936  04 

Weekly  Pledge  Envelopes 130  37 

Leaflets 38  81 

Collection  at  Maturity  of  Investment  of  Permanent  Fund      .       .  6,000  00 


$101,553  8 


Boston,  Jan.  15, 1877. 
I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1S76,  and  find  them  correct;  showing  a 
balance  of  twenty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-two  18-100  dollars  to 
the  credit  of  the  Society. 

J.  W.  DAVIS,  Auditor. 


MISSIONARIES   SUPPORTED  BY  THE  WOMAN'S 
BOARD. 

ZULU   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  Edwards,  Inanda.   Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Miss  Gertrude  R.  Hance,  Umvoti.     Supported  by  Mt.  Vernon 

Church  and  Mission-Circle,  Boston. 
Mrs.  Susan  W.  Tyler,  Umzunduzi.     Supported  by  the  Rhode 

Island  Branch. 
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EUROPEAN    TURKEY   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Ellen  S.  Baird,  Monastir.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Mrs.  Isabella  G.  Clark,  Samokov.  Supported  on  General 
Fund. 

Mrs.  George  D.  Marsh,  Eski-Zagra.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Dorchester,  Mass. 

western  turkey  mission. 

Miss  Flavia  S.  Bliss,  Sivas.     Supported  by  the  Union  Aux- 
iliary in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Miss  Annie  D.  Bliss,  Constantinople.      Supported  on  General 

Fund. 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Closson,  Csesarea.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 

in  Windham,  O. 
Miss  Phebe  L.  Cull,  Manissa.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 

Clinton,  Mass. 
Miss  Laura  Farnham,  Bardesag.     Supported  by  the  Mis  sion 

Circles  in  Central  Church,  Boston,  Mass. 
Miss  Eliza  Fritcher,  Marsovan.     Supported  by  the  New  York 

Branch. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Giles,  Csesarea.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 

in  South  Boston,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Leonard,  Marsovan.     Supported  by  the  New 

Haven  Branch. 
Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons,   Constantinople.      Supported  by  the 

Eastern  Connecticut  Branch. 
Miss  Hattie    G.  Powers,  Manissa.     Supported  by  the  Aux- 

ilia»y  in  Winchester,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Cora  W.  Tomson,  Constantinople.     Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Newburyport,  Mass. 
Miss  Fannie   E.  Washburn,    Marsovan.      Supported  by  the 

Auxiliary  in  Brookline,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Kate  P.  Williams,  Constantinople.      Supported  by  the 

New  Haven  Branch. 

CENTRAL   TURKEY   MISSION. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Montgomery,  Marash.  Supported  by  the  Vermont 
Branch. 
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Miss  Ellen   M.  Pierce,   Aintab.      Supported  by  the   South 

Church,  Salem,  Mass. 
Miss  Myra  A.  Proctor,  Aintab.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 

(         EASTERN   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Mrs.  Caroline  R.  Allen,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Spring- 
field Branch. 

Mrs.  Olive  L.  Andrus,  Mardin.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Miss  Caroline  E.  Bush,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  Mission- 
Circle  in  Tabernacle  Church,  New  York  City. 

Miss  Charlotte  E.  Ely,  Bitlis.  In  part  supported  by  the 
'  Vermont  Branch. 

Miss  M.  A.  C.  Ely,  Bitlis.  In  part  supported  by  the  Vermont 
Branch. 

Miss  Clarissa  H.  Pratt,  Mardin.  Supported  by  the  Worcester 
County  Branch. 

Mrs.  Martha  W.  Raynolds,  Bitlis.  Supported  by  the  Auxil- 
iary in  Lowell,  Mass. 

Miss  Sarah  Sears,  Mardin.  Supported  by  Franklin  County 
Branch. 

Miss  Hattie  Seymour,  Harpoot.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Fall  River,  Mass. 


mahratta  mission. 

Miss  Harriet  S.  Ashley,  Bombay.  Supported  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Branch. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bissell,  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  the  Aux- 
iliary in  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Abb ie  S.  Hume,  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Norris,  M.D.,  Bombay.  Supported  by  the  New 
Hampshire  Branch. 

Mrs.  Anna  M.  Park,  Bombay.  Supported  by  the  Vermont 
.  Branch. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Winsor,  Satara.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 
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MADURA   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Capron,  Madura.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Newton,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  H.  Chandler,  Pulney.  Supported  on  Gene- 
ral Fund. 

Miss  Etta  Chandler,  Pulney.  Supported  by  Wellesley  Col- 
lege, Mass. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Minor,  Battalagundu.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Miss  Emma  K.  Ogden,  M.D.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliaries  in 
Pittsfield  and  Dalton,  Mass. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Sisson,  Madura.  Supported,  in  part,  by  the 
Auxiliary  in  East  Boston,  Mass. 

CEYLON  MISSION. 

Miss  Eliza  Agnew,  Uduville.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Mrs.  Emily  F.  De  Riemer.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Miss  Susan  R.  Howland,  Udupitty.  Supported  by  the  Cana- 
dian Board. 

Miss  Harriet  E.  Townshend,  Udupitty.  Supported  by  the 
Hartford  Branch. 

FOOCHOW   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Hart  well,  Foochow.  Supported  by  the  Worces- 
ter County  Branch. 

Miss  Adelia  M.  Payson,  Nantai.  Supported  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Branch. 

NORTH   CHINA   MISSION. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Andrews,  Tungcho.  Supported  by  the  New 
Haven  Branch. 

JAPAN   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Adams,  Osaka.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 
Mrs.  Eliza  De  Forest,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Gould y,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Miss  Julia  E.  Gulick,  Osaka.     Supported  by  tlie  Worcester 

County  Branch. 
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Miss  Frances   A.    Stevens.      Supported  by  the   Hampshire 

County  Branch. 
Miss   Eliza   Talcott,  Kobe.     Supported  by  the   Springfield 

Branch. 
Miss  Justina  Wheeler,  Osaka.     Supported  by  the  Springfield 

Branch  and  the  Auxiliary  in  Darien,  Conn. 

AUSTRIAN   MISSION. 

Mrs.  Clara  E.  Schauffler,  Briinn.     Supported  by  the  East- 
ern Connecticut  Branch. 

MISSION   TO    MEXICO. 

Miss  Carrie  M.   Strong-,  Monterey.     Supported  by  the  N.ew 
Haven  Branch. 

DAKOTA   MISSION. 

Miss   Lucy  Dodge,   Santee   Agency.     Supported  on   General 

Fund. 
Miss  Martha  A.   Shepard,  Santee  Agency.      Supported  on 

General  Fund. 

UNDER   APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Dyer,  Kioto,  Japan. 


SCHOOLS   SUPPORTED   BY  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD. 

ZULU   MISSION. 

School  at  Inanda,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Edwards.  Supported 
by  Scholarships. 

School  at  Umzumbi,  under  care  of  Miss  Pinkerton.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Maine  Branch. 

WESTERN   TURKEY   MISSION. 

The  Constantinople  Home,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs. 
Tomson,  Misses  Parsons  and  Patrick.  Supported  by 
Scholarships  and  General  Fund.  Native  male  teacher 
supported  by  the  Sabbath  School  in  Reading,  Mass. 
Native  female  teacher  supported  by  the  Worcester 
County  Branch. 
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School  in  Marsovan,  under  care  of  Misses  Fritcher  and  Wash- 
burn. Supported  by  New  Haven  Branch  and  Scholar- 
ships. Native  teacher  supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Beverly,  Mass. 

High  School  in  Sivas,  under  care  of  Miss  Bliss.  Supported 
by  the  Auxiliary  in  Eliot  Church,  Boston  Highlands. 

Two  Schools  in  Sivas.  Supported  by  the  Eastern  Connect- 
icut Branch,  and  the  Auxiliary  in  Newton  Centre, 
Mass. 

School  at  Gurun.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

School  in  Talas,  under  care  of  Miss  Closson.  Supported  by 
the  Springfield  Branch. 

School  in  Bardesag,  under  care  of  Miss  Farhham.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Maine  Branch. 

Nine  Village  Schools.  One  supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
_  Swanipscott,  Mass. ;  one  by  the  auxiliary  in  Melrose, 
Mass  ;  the  others  on  General  Fund. 

CENTRAL    TURKEY   MISSION. 

School  at  Alntab,  under  care  of  Miss  Proctor.  Supported  by 
the  Philadelphia  Branch. 

Sixteen  Village  Schools,  under  care  of  Miss  Proctor. 
Seven  supported  by  the  Rhode  Island  Branch ;  two  by 
the  New  Haven  Branch  ;  two  by  the  Auxiliary  in  North- 
ampton, Mass. ;  one  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Williamstown, 
Mass. ;  and  one  by  the  Mission-Circle  in  Marblehead, 
Mass  ;  three  on  General  Fund. 

eastern  turkey  mission. 

School-  at  Harpoot,  under  care  of  Misses  Seymour  and  Bush. 

Supported  by  Scholarships. 
School  at  Mardin,  under  care  of  Misses    Sears  and  Pratt. 

Supported  by  the  Maine  Branch. 
School   at   Bitlis,  under  care  of  Misses  Ely.     Supported  by 

the  Auxiliary  in  Peabody,  Mass. 
Four  Village  Schools.    One  supported  by  the  Mission-Circle 

in  West  Hampton,  Mass ;  one  by  the  Mission- Circle  in 

Medfield,  Mass  ;  others  on  General  Fund. 
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MAHRATTA   MISSION. 

School  at  Ahmednuggur,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Hume.  Sup- 
ported by  Scholarships. 

MADURA   MISSION. 

School  at  Madura,  under  care  of  Miss  Rendall.  Supported 
by  the  New  Haven  Branch  and  the  Canadian  Board. 

School  at  Battalagundu,  under  care  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Chand- 
ler. Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Franaingham,  Mass., 
and  the  Mission-Circle  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

School  at  Mandapasalie,  under  care  of  Miss  Taylor.  Sup- 
ported by  the  New  York  State  Branch. 

Hindu  Girls'  School  at  Madura,  under  care  of  Miss  Ren- 
dall.    Supported  by  the  Vermont  Branch. 

School  at  Mana  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs.  Capron.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Hartford  Branch  and  the  Auxiliary  in 
Rockland,  Mass. 

Hindu  Girls'  School  in  Mana  Madura,  under  care  of  Mrs. 
Capron.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Lexington, 
Mass. 

Day  School  in  Mana  Madura.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 
in  Abington,  Mass. 

School  in  Pulney,  under  care  of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Chandler.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Mission-Circle  in  Newton  Centre,  Mass. 

School  in  Tirumangalum,  under  care  of  Mrs.  E.  H.  Herrick. 
Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Village    and    Day    Schools     in    Different     Stations. 

ceylon  mission. 

School  at  Udupitty,  under  care  of  Miss  Townshend.  Sup- 
ported by  Vermont  Branch  and  Scholarships. 

School  at  Uduville,  under  care  of  Miss  Agnew.  Supported 
by  Scholarships. 

Village  Schools. 

foochow  mission. 

School  at  Foochow,  under  care  of  Miss  Payson.  Supported 
by  Vermont  Branch,  and  Scholarships. 


131 


MEXICAN   MISSION. 


School  at  Monterey,  under  care  of  Miss  Strong.  Supported 
by  the  New  Haven  Branch,  and  the  Auxiliary  in  Spen- 
cer, Mass. 

DAKOTA   MISSION. 

Home  among  the  Dakota  Indians.  Supported  on  General 
Fund,  and  Scholarships. 

NATIVE   TEACHERS  AND  BIBLE-READERS. 

ZULU  MISSION. 

Upahlekaze,  at  Umvoti.  Supported  by  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Jewett, 
U.S.A. 

EUROPEAN    AND   WESTERN   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Ghulu  Dudu,  at  Csesarea.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  New- 
ton, Mass. 
Mariam  Dudu,  at  Nigdi.     Supported  by  Auxiliary  in  Falmouth, 


Zahouhi,  at  Marsovan.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 
Zartan,  at  Kapookaya.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 
Excipit,  at  Marsovan.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

WESTERN    TURKEY   MISSION. 

Bible-Reader  at  Baghchijiik.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
North  Somerville,  Mass. 

Bible-Reader  in  Rodosto.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Ash- 
land, Mass. 

Bible-Reader  in  Shakshak.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Mel- 
rose, Mass. 

CENTRAL   TURKEY  MISSION. 

Mariam  Varzhoohee,  at  Aintab.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Mariam  Boghosyan,  at  Aintab.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia 

Branch. 
Bible-Reader  at  Adana.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch. 
Bible-Reader  at  Tarsus.     Supported  by  the  Philadelphia  Branch. 
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EASTERN    TURKEY  MISSION. 

Kohar  Harprienian,  at  Egin.    Supported  by  the  Vermont  Branch. 
Mariam    Geragosian,    at    Hoghi.     Supported   by    the   Vermont 

Branch. 
Mariam   Bedrosian,    at   Ichmeh.     Supported  by  the  New  York 

Branch. 
Bardashan  Marvisian,  at  Harpoot.     Supported  by  the  Pearl-street 

Sunday  School,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Abtoon   Gazarosian,  at   Chemisgesek.     Supported  by  the  Hamp- 
shire County  Branch. 
Mariam  Hashardusian,  at  Geghi.     Supported  by  the  Hampshire 

County  Branch. 
Koordish  Amie,  at  Harpoot.     Supported  by  the  "  Willing  Help- 
ers," Fall  River,  Mass. 
Hunazant  Esarhogian,  at  Percheng.     Supported  by  the  "  Busy 

Bees,"  Darien,  Conn. 
Mariam  Melkawian,   at    Arabkir.      Supported  by  the  Vermont 

Branch. 
Mariam  Marderosian,  at  Malatia.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary 

in.Townsend,  Mass. 
Yama  Hosepian,  at  Arabkir.     Supported  by  the  Mission- Circle  in 

Newton,  Mass. 
Yegsha   Astardoonian,  at  Hulukegh.      Supported  by  the   New 

Haven  Branch. 
Anna  Menosian,  at  Arabkir.      Supported   by  the   New  Haven 

Branch. 
Mariam  Enfiagian,  at  Temran.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven 

Branch. 
Bible- Woman  at  Van.     Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Oxford, 

Mass. 

MAHRATTA   MISSION. 

Subabai,  at  Ahmednuggur.  Supported  by  S.  S.  Class  of  Mr.  J. 
B.  Lord,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Krishnabai,  at  Mandogan.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Zankabai,  at  Mandogan.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Green- 
wich, Conn. 

Pritabai,  at  Ahmednuggur.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 
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Yamunabai,  at  Barhanpur.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Nor- 
wich Town,  Conn. 

Gangabai,  at  Barhanpur.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Drupatabai,  at  Wadale.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Bruns- 
wick, Me. 

Drupatabai  Narayan,  Rahuri.     Supported  by  New  Haven  Branch. 

Sagunabai,  at  Rahuri.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Sarzabai,  at  Pimplas.     Supported  on  General  Fund. 

Yesabai.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Kamalabia,  at  Khokar.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

MADURA   MISSION. 

Gnanaperahasen,  at  Madura.  Supported  by  the  New  Haven 
Branch. 

Samathanum,  at  Madura.     Supported  by  the  New  Haven  Branch. 

Annamal,  at  Battalagundu.  Supported  by  the  New  Hampshire 
Branch. 

Annamal,  at  Mandapasalie.  Supported  by  Mission-Circle  in 
Marblehead. 

Parkeum,  at  Pasumalai.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Parkeum,  at  Madura.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Maiden, 
Mass. 

Anatye,  at  Madura.     Supported  by  Auxiliary  in  Haverhill. 

CEYLON   MISSION. 

Sarah  K.  "White,  at  Uduville.  Supported  by  the  Sabbath  School 
in  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Mary  Smith,  at  Uduville.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in  Green- 
wich, Conn. 

Rebecca,  at  Tillipally.  Supported  by  the  Mission- Circle  in 
South  Boston,  Mass. 

Chinapodichi,  at  Tillipally.  Supported  by  the  Auxiliary  in 
Concord,  N.H. 

Two  Bible-Women  in  the  Chavagacherry  District.  Supported 
by  the  Rhode  Island  Branch  and  the  Mission-Circle  in 
Foxborough,  Mass. 


134 


NORTH   CHINA   MISSION. 


Mrs.  Tsua,  at  Tungcho.     Supported  by  the  Tabernacle  Church, 
Salem,  Mass. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE   W.  B.  M. 

Article  I.  —  The  officers  of  this  corporation  shall  be  a  Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidents,  Recording  Secretary,  two  or  more  Secreta- 
ries for  Correspondence,  a  Treasurer,  twelve  or  more  Directors, 
and  an  Auditor,  who  shall  be  a  gentleman.  The  Presidents  of  all 
branch  societies  shall  be  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions.  All  these  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Auditor, 
shall  constitute  a  Board  of  Directors,  five  of  whom  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum for  the  transaction  of  business.  Honorary  Vice-Presidents 
may  be  appointed  with  the  same  privileges  as  the  above-named, 
except  that  they  will  not  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
All  the  foregoing  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  first 
Tuesday  of  January  following  the  time  of  their  election,  or  till 
others  be  chosen. 

Art.  II.  —  The  Secretaries  and  Prudential  Committee  of  the 
American  Board  will  constitute  an  Advisory  Board,  and  all  mis- 
sionary candidates  be  referred  to  them  for  approval  before  appoint- 
ment by  the  Directors.  Missionaries  supported  by  this  Board 
will  be  required  to  make  frequent  reports  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretaries. 

Art.  III.  — Regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month.  Meetings  of 
the  Society  for  business,  the  communication  of  intelligence,  and 
suitable  religious  exercises,  shall  be  held  in  Boston  on  the  first 
Tuesdays  of  January  and  April,  Thursday  of  Anniversary  Week, 
and  the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  The  January  meeting  shall 
be  observed  as  an  anniversary,  when  the  Annual  Report,  prepared 
by  the  Recording  Secretary,  shall  be  read,  and  officers  elected. 
Notice  of  the  hour  of  the  day,  and  the  place  of  holding  these 
meetings,  shall  be  inserted  once  previously  in  "  The  Congre- 
gationalism" 
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Art>  ly.  _  Special  meetings  of  this  Society  may  be  called  a 
any  time,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  by  a  notice  pub- 
lished once  in  said  "  Congregationalist ; "  publication  of  said  notice 
to  be  at  least  one  week  before  the  day  of  holding  said  meetings. 

ART#  V.  —  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  do 
all  matters  and  things  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects 
and  purposes  of  this  Society  as  set  forth  in  the  Third  Section 
of  its  Act  of  Incorporation;  and  the  acts  and  doings  of  said 
Board  of  Directors  shall  have  the  same  validity  and  effect  as  if 
done  and  transacted  by  the  corporation  itself  at  any  regular 
meeting. 

Art.  VI.  —  The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  shall  consti- 
tute membership ;  and  twenty-five  dollars,  life-membership.  ■ 

Art.  VII.  —  Any  number  of  ladies  contributing  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  annually  may  form  a  society  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,  by  the  appointment  of  a  Director,  Secretary, 
and  Treasurer,  who  shall  constitute  a  local  Executive  Committee  ; 
the  particular  name  and  terms  of  membership  to  be  fixed  by  each 
society  for  itself.  Auxiliary  societies  not  less  than  twenty  in  num- 
ber—also auxiliary  societies  beyond  the  range  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  with 
a  less  number,  should  it  be  deemed  desirable  —  may  become  a 
branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  with  powers  to  choose 
such  officers,  and  make  such  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with 
this  Constitution,  as  they  may  wish. 

Art.  VIII.  —  Recognizing  the  duty  of  educating  our  youth  in 
the  spirit  of  missions,  this  Society  will  encourage  the  formation  of 
mission-circles  among  the  children  and  youth  in  our  churches,  to 
collect  funds,  and  disseminate  missionary  intelligence.  Any  num- 
ber of  Sunday-school  children,  or  any  class  in  a  Sunday  school, 
that  shall  contribute  annually  not  less  than  five  dollars,  may  form 
a  mission^ circle,  under  a  name  of  their  own  choosing,  by  appoint- 
ing some  one  of  their  number  to  act  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Art.    IX. All    persons    who    became    life-members    of  the 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions  by  the  payment  of  twenty-five  dollars, 
under  its  organization  as  it  existed  before  the  passage  of  said  Act 
of  Incorporation,  shall  be  considered  life-members  of  this  Society, 
with  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the  payment  of  a  like  sum 
would  now  confer  under  this  corporation. 
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Art.  X.  —  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  regular 
meeting  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present ;  notice  of 
their  intention  to  propose  any  alteration  having  been  given  at  a 
previous  meeting. 


BY-LAWS. 

Article  I.  —  Every  meeting  of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  shall  be  opened  with  prayer  and  the  reading  of  the 
Scriptures.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  shall  be  read 
and  approved,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Art.  II.  —  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  appoint  annually,  at 
the  meeting  in  February,  a  Publishing  and  Editorial  Committee, 
also  Committees  on  Finance  and  Nomination.  The  Finance 
Committee  shall  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  finances,  and 
shall  devise  and  recommend  measures  for  increasing  the  receipts. 

Art.  Ill .—  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  invest  the 
funds  of  the  Society  in  the  safest  and  most  productive  form ;  but 
no  investments  shall  be  made  or  changed  by  her  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Art.  IV.  —  All  bills  for  current  expenses  shall  be  approved 
either  by  the  Treasurer  or  President. 

Art.  V.  —  Branch  societies,  and  auxiliaries  not  connected  with 
branches,  shall  be  required  to  present  their  Annual  Reports  to  the 
parent  Society  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  December. 

Art.  VI.  —  All  branch  societies,  and  auxiliaries  not  connected 
with  branches,  will  be  held  responsible  for  work  assumed  by  them, 
until  due  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  parent  Society.  Branch 
societies  shall  make  remittances  as  often  as  once  a  quarter  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  parent  Society. 

Art.  VII.  —  The  financial  year  shall  close  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  December. 

Art.  VIII.  —  No  business  shall  be  brought  before  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Society  that  has  not  been  previously  submitted  to 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  IX.  —  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present,  notice  of  the  proposed  change  having  been  given  at  the 
previous  meeting. 


137 


CONSTITUTION  FOR  AUXILIARIES. 

Article  I.  —  This  Society  shall  be  called  "  The  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,"  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

Art.  II — The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  Directress, 
Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  chosen  annually. 

Art.  III.  —  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  collection  of 
money  for  missionary  purposes,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  missionary 
spirit  among  its  members. 

Art.  IV.  —  All  money  raised  by  this  Society  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  organization. 

Art.  V.. —  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  this  Society 
by  the  payment  of annually. 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  MISSION-CIRCLES. 

An  association  of  youth  remitting  annually  not  less  than  five 
dollars  to  the  Treasurer  of  W.  B.  M.  may  constitute  a  Mission- 
Circle. 

A  Circle  raising  sufficient  funds  to  sustain  a  Native  Bible- 
Reader,  or  to  educate  a  pupil  in  any  of  the  Mission- Schools,  can 
specify  any  field  occupied  by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 

Each  Circle  should  be  designated  by  an  appropriate  name; 
and  should  appoint  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  whom  due 
acknowledgment  can  be  returned  by  the  Society. 


PLEDGE  FOR  MISSION-CIRCLES. 

We  desire  to  help  in  sending  the  gospel  to  heathen  children, 
that  they  may  learn  about  Christ,  who  died  to  save  them. 

We  promise  to  give  one  cent  a  week  to  the  missionary-box, 
and  to  come  together  once  a  month  to  work  for  the  cause,  and  to 
hear  about  missions. 
(Signed) 
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PUBLICATIONS. 

The  following  leaflets  have  been  issued  by  the  Woman's  Board, 
designed  to  assist  those  who  wish  to  promote  the  work  of  the 
Society.  They  will  be  furnished  gratuitously  in  small  quantities : 
when  ten  or  more  are  desired,  they  may  be  obtained  at  very 
reasonable  prices. 

"  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Woman's  Board." 

"  The  Need  of  a  Woman's  Board." 

"  An  Organization  in  Every  Church." 

"  The  Best  Modes  of  raising  Money." 

"  The  Children's  Army  :  how  shall  we  lead  it  ?  " 

"  The  Work  of  the  Bible- Women." 

u  Hints  for  Meetings." 

"  Go  Forward." 

" '  She  has  done  what  she  thought  she  couldn't.' " 

"  An  Appeal  to  Christian  Women." 

children's  series. 
"  Children's  Work"  (No.  1). 
"  Children's  Work"  (No.  2). 
"Jesus'  Lambs." 
"  Songs  and  Recitations." 
"  Dialogue :  '  All  the  World  for  Jesus.'  " 

"LIFE   AND   LIGHT   FOR   WOMAN," 

A  monthly  missionary  magazine  published  by  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions,  containing  interesting  accounts  of  the  work  for 
heathen  women,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Terms,  fifty  cents  a 
year  in  advance,  with  ten  cents  additional  for  postage. 

A  missionary  page  for  children  is  also  published  weekly  in 
"  The  Well-Spring,"  orders  for  which  may  be  sent  to  Moses 
Sargent,  Esq.,  Congregational  House,  Boston. 

We  have  also  five  sets  of  missionary  pictures,  for  use  in  aux- 
iliaries and  mission-circles  ;  each  set  containing  from  six  to  nine 
pictures,  illustrative  of  heathen  manners  and  customs  and  the 
effects  of  missionary  labor. 

There  are  two  sets  on  the  Hindus,  one  on  the  Chinese,  one  on 
the  Africans,    and  one   representing  various   scenes   among  the 
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South-sea-Islanders  and  the  American  Indians.  A  written  expla- 
nation accompanies  each  set ;  and  a  list  of  the  best  books  for  mis- 
sionary reading  is  appended.  These  sets  are  loaned,  for  the  use 
of  mission-circles,  on  the  payment  of  fifty  cents  per  set,  and  cost 
of  expressage.  Application  should  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Bureau  of  Exchange,  No.  1,  Congregational  House,  Boston. 


POSTAGE-RATES. 

Letters  for  missionaries  of  the  Board  may  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  W.  B.  M.,  at  the  Congregational  House,  Boston,  where 
mails  are  made  up  every  Tuesday  afternoon  for  all  missions 
except  those  at  China  and  Japan.  Letters  should  be  in  Boston 
Tuesday  forenoon.  Postage  can  be  prepaid  by  sending  cur- 
rency with  the  letter,  and  at  the  following  rates  per  half-ounce  :  — 

Central-Turkey  Stations    .  50  cts. 

South  Africa 15    " 

India       10  " 

Ceylon 21" 

China 10  " 

Japan 5   " 

Sandwich  Islands  and  Mi- 
cronesia     6  " 

Spain       6  " 

As  letters  are  sent  in  packages  from  the  Missionary  Rooms, 
the  postage  on  those  of  less  or  greater  weight  is  in  the  same 
proportion. 

Letters  for  China  and  Japan  go  by  steamer  mail  from  San 
Francisco,  and  leave  the  Congregational  House  on  or  about  the 
20th  of  each  month. 


Constantinople      .     .     . 

5  cts. 

Nicomedia        .... 

14    " 

Eski     Zagra,      Samokov, 

Broosa,  and  Manissa 

19    " 

Sivas,    Ceesarea,  Marsovan, 

and  Erzroom      .     .     .     . 

28    " 

Bitlis       

36    " 

Harpoot,  Mardin,  and  Van, 

50    " 

LIFE-MEMBERS  MADE  IN   1876. 


Adams,  Mrs.  M.  A.  F. 
Adams,  Miss  Alice  D. 
Aldrich,Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Allen,  Mrs.  Jeremiah. 
Allen,  Miss  Isabella. 
Amsden,  Mrs.  William  W. 
Angier,  Mrs.  Marshall  B. 


Antony,  Miss  Mary  S. 
Appleton,  Mrs.  Isaac. 
Ayer,  Emma  D. 
Bachelder,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Bailey,  Miss  Xellie  S. 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Barber,  Mrs.  Rachel  A. 
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Barber,  Miss  Ella. 

Barber,  Miss  Lizzie  F. 

Bell,  Mrs.  William  G. 

Bird,  Mrs.  Hannah  T. 

Bishop,  Mrs.  Robert  R. 

Bliss,  Miss  Isabella  S. 

Blodgett,  Miss  Mary  E. 

Blood,  Mrs.  Elizabeth. 

Bostwick,  Mrs.  L.  W. 

Bowman,  Miss  Caroline  North. 

Breed,  Mrs.  William  J. 

Brigham,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  D. 

Brigham,  Mrs.  Nancy  L. 

Brock,  Mrs.  Chloe. 

Burgess,  Miss  Sarah  K. 

Burham,  Mrs.  Stanley. 

Burham,  Mrs.  G.  O. 
.  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Eben. 

Caldwell,  Miss  H.  S. 

Campbell,  Mrs.  William  C. 

Campbell,  Miss  Hattie  R. 

Carr,  Miss  Geneva  A. 

Carter,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 

Chamberlain,  Miss  Carrie  R. 

Chapin,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  D. 

Choate,  Miss  Xellie. 

Clark,  Mrs.  Eton. 

Clark,  Mrs.  George  R. 

Clifford,  Mrs.  M.  P. 

Cochrane,  Miss  Judith  P. 

Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  G. 

Cummings,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 

Cunnock,  Mrs.  A.  G. 

Cutter,  Miss  Abby  J. 

Daniels,  Miss  Sjdvia  A. 

Davis,  Mrs.  George  P. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Katie  B. 

Dawes,  Mrs.  Henry  L. 

Dennison,  Miss  Clara. 

Dole,  Mrs.  Stephen  W. 

Dougherty,  Mrs.  Mary. 

Downs,  Miss  Mary  Ann. 

Drake,  Miss  Priscilla. 

Draper,  Miss  Idella  M. 

Dunlap,  Miss  Elizabeth  J. 

Dunlap,  Mrs.  L.  D. 

Dustan,  Mrs.  Caroline  C. 

Dwight,  Miss  Mary  B. 

Dyer,  Miss  Frances  J. 

Dyer,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  B. 

Eldridge,  Mrs.  Dr. 

Ellis,  Miss  Sarah  F. 

Emerson,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Emerson,  Annie  A. 

Everett,  Miss  Eliza  D. 

Farnsworth,  Miss  Alice. 


Farrington,  Mrs.  Harriet  F. 
Foltz,  Miss  Lizzie. 
Foster,  Miss  Edith  Preston. 
Foster,  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Fox,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Franklin,  Mrs.  Benjamin. 
Gerrish,  Mrs.  Lena  D. 
Gibbs,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Goodwin,  Mrs.  Charles  C. 
Gould,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Green,  Mrs.  Roxanna  Parsons. 
Greene,  Mrs.  Clara  E. 
Grout,  Miss  Eliza  L. 
Grover,  Miss  Jennie  E.  M. 
Haggett,  Miss  Helen  A. 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Helen  Mc  G. 
Hammond,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Hammond,  Miss  Ethel. 
Hardy,  Miss  Susan  W. 
Hardy.  Miss  Elinor. 
Hartwell,  Mrs.  Julia  Weston. 
Hatch,  Mrs.  Benjamin  C. 
Haywood,  Mrs.  Irene. 
Hen-ick,  Miss  Lucina. 
Hill,  Mrs.  George  H. 
Holbrook,  Mrs.  Elisha. 
Holm,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Houghton,  Miss  Lizzie  G. 
Houghton,  Miss  Celia  Mabel. 
Hovey,  Miss  Julia. 
Hunt,  Mrs.  Caroline. 
Hurd,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Hyde,  Miss  Susan  Bell. 
Hyde,  Miss  Lucy  Ruth. 
Hyde,  Miss  Bessie. 
Jackson,  Miss  Susannah  E. 
Jenkins,  Miss  Hetty. 
Jenks,  Mrs.  Eleanor  W. 
Johnson,  Miss  Abby  W. 
Johnson,  Miss  M.  Anna. 
Kendall,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Kerr,  Mrs.  Jane. 
Kimball,  Miss  Susan. 
Knight,  Miss  Lilian  S. 
Lincoln,  Miss  H.  P. 
Locke,  Miss  Annie  J. 
Lord,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
McLean,  Mrs.  James. 
McLeod,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Magoun,  Miss  Mary  R. 
Makepeace,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
Mann,  Miss  E.  B. 
Metcalf,  Miss  Alice. 
Miller,  Miss  Eva  J. 
Xettleton,  Mrs.  E.  P. 
Norton,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
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Norwood,  Miss  Helen. 
Osgood,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Palmer,  Mrs.  Edwin. 
Parkhurst,  Miss  Mercy  N. 
Parmelee,  Mrs.  Julia. 
Parsons,  Miss  Ellen  C. 
Patterson,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Perry,  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Pettee,  Mrs.  Willard. 
Pierce,  Mrs.  Lucy  Ann. 
Pierson,  Miss  L.  B. 
Pitkin,  Miss  Maria. 
Porter,  Miss  Augusta. 
Pratt,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Prescott,  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Prescott,  Miss  M.  A. 
Preston,  Miss  Alice  G. 
Prouty,  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Reed,  Mrs.  Ann  D. 
Richards,  Mrs.  H.  B.  J. 
Richardson,  Mrs.  Hattie  A. 
Robbins,  Mrs.  H.  S. 
Robbins,  Miss  Evelin  L. 
Rockwood,  Miss  Lizzie  P. 
Russell,  Mrs.  Mary  M. 
Seabury,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Shattuck,  Mrs.  Horace  B. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Harriet. 
Smith,  Mrs.  B.  A. 


Snow,  Mrs.  Charlotte  E. 
Snow,  Mrs.  Jane  R. 
South-worth,  Mrs.  Sophia. 
Sliekney,  Mrs.  Helen  E. 
Stiles,  Mrs.  Rbbecca  C. 
I  Stockweil,  Miss  Marie  Louise. 
Strong,  Mrs.  Edward. 
Sturdevant,  Miss. 
Symmes,  Mrs.  Lewis. 
Tenney,  Miss  Martha  J. 
Thayer,  Miss  Rebecca  R. 
Thomas,  Mrs.  R. 
Tolman,  Miss  E.  L. 
Torrey,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Tuck,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Tyler,  Mrs.  William. 
Underbill,  Mrs.  R.  K. 
Webb,  Miss  Elizabeth  W. 
Whipple,  Mrs.  Elizar  eth. 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Annie  B. 
Wight,  Mrs.  Lewis. 
Wilcox,  Mrs.  Clarissa  H. 
Wimpenney,  Mrs.  Theodore  S. 
Winsor,  Miss  Lucy. 
Withington,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Withrow,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Woodberry,  Mrs.  Sarah  D. 
Woodberry,  Miss  Aseneth. 


